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Fifteenth  Parliament    of  Great   Britain% 

February  26. 

THE  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  his  Majefty's 
civil  lift  revenue,  and  for  abolifhing  feverai  ufelefs,  expenfive 
and  inconvenient  places,  and  for  applying  the  monies  arifing 
therefrom  to  the  public  fert ice, 

Mr.  Burke  defired  that  the  Journals  of  the  6th  of  April  Mr.  Bmrh 
1780,  containing  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  crown  had  increafed  and  ought  to  be  diminifhed, 
might  be  read  •,  they  Accordingly  were  fo.  He  rofe  again  and 
faid,  he  mould  not  offer  any  more  arguments  then  in  fupport 
of  the  motion,  having  trefpaffcd  fo  long  on  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  very  recently  on  the  fame  fubjeft.  He  would  con-  , 
tent  himfelf  with  only  remarking,  that  if  there  fhould  appear 
in  the  bill,  on  its  being  read,  any  little  inaccuracies,  not  im- 
mediately defeating  its  general  fcope  and  tendency,  fuch  im- 
perfections ought  not  to  be  adduced  in  argument  againft  its 
commitment,  for  in  tht  committee  every  requifite  correftiofi 
would  be  admitted.  One  of  thefe  obvioufly  was  a  claufe 
for  reducing  the  board  of  green  cloth,  and  executing  the 
dependent  offices  by  contraft,  which  being  given  up  on  all 
fides  laft  year,  fhould  have  been  ftruck  out  of  the  bill,  but 
had  remained  in  it  through  inadvertency.  This  he  fhould 
readily  agree- to  alter  in  tht  committee,  and  therefore  hoped 
no  gentleman  would  build  an  objection  upon  it.  If  the 
general  principle  of  the  bill  was  concurred  in,  every  difficul- 
ty would  vanifh. 

VotfIL  B  „    T^ 
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The  queftion  for  the  fecond  reading  being  put, 
ft J  0*  Mr.  De  Crcy  rofe  and  kitreated  the  indulgence  of  the  Heufc 

rh-  for  a  few  minutes,  that  he  might  offer  his  objections  to  the 

bill  before  them.    This  was  the  proper  ftage,  fince  his  objec- 
tions lay  chiefly  againft  the  principle  of  the  bill.   He  begged 
to  be  uoderftood  to  mean  no  difrefpeft  to  the  honourable  au- 
thor Of  the  buiinefs*     There  was  no  man  in  the  Honfe  that 
more  fincerely  reverenced  the  abilities  of  that  gentleman  than 
bimfelf ;  but  io  the  confederation  of  a  great  national  queftion, 
be  trufted  he  fhould  be  forgiven  for  preferring  duty  to  efteem, 
anrf  for  offering  wnh  humility  his  objections  to  a  bill  even 
'Jhtrodnced  by  that  gentleman*     He  viewed  it  as  a  bill  the 
principle  of  which  would  be  more  injurious  than  the  objeft 
would  be  beneficial.    If  oeeottorny  was  the  only  purpofe  of 
the  bill,  it  would  be  impertinent  in  him  or  any  man  to  fay  a 
word  againft  it.    The  neceffity  was  evident;  at  all  times  it 
was  ufefui  and  proper  \  but  in  the  prefent  Situation  of  this 
country,  involved  in  a  moft  expenfive  and  calamitous  war,  it 
was  peculiarly  and  eftentially  aeceffary :  but  eeconomy  was 
sot  to  be  purchased  at  the  expence  of  principle;  it  wa*  wot 
to  be  procured  by  the  violation  of  facred  rights;  be  muft  sot 
commit  outrage  to  find  refoorce>  ordeftroy  the  conftitutton 
to  fare  tbe  country*     It  was  on  this  ground  that  he  muft  op- 
pofe  it;  he  difapproved  of  the  meant  by  which  the  end  was 
to  be  procured.    The  bill  pointed  out  and  connected  the  ob- 
jects of  the  reform,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  carrying  tbfc 
plan  into  execution,  fo  Far  a«  the  plan  extended  ;  the  whole 
fyftem  therefore  .was  before  the  Houie,  and  being  enabled  to 
compare  the  principle  with  the  objeft,  the  means  with  the 
end,  be  faid,  he  inuft  objeft  to  it,  for  the  one  was  eharged 
with  much  more  injury  thaa  the  others  could  be  productive  of 
benefit.    The  bill  coupled, t wo  objefts,  which  in  his  opinio* 
ought  to  have  been  kept  Separate  and  diftinft>  the  reftnnpti©« 
of  a  part  of  the  civil  lift,  and  theregnlation  of  tbe  public  office  s> 
With  regaul  to  tke  fcrft  of  theie  obje&s,  it  wm  with  the  ut- 
tnoft  delicacy  that  he  ihouid  pcefame  to  fyeak  of  k,  becatife 
Rethought  that  nothing  but  thelaft  ftage  of  political  neceffity 
could  juftify  the  Houfe  in  applying  to  a  remedy  >fo  fecred. 
That  the  Houie  was  competent  to  enquire  into,  andcorreft 
aH  abufes  in  *he  public  expenditure,  and  in  themanagetoen* 
•of  the  money  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  fervices  of  the 
ftate,  was  beyond  a  doubt.     It  v**s  an  inherent  fundamental 
right,  ycfied  by  the  eonftitwton  in  the  legislature.  B-ut  that 
tfhe  civil  lift  revenue  was  to  be  ranked  under  that  bead,  and  to 
be  included  under  the  fame  power,  was  a  queftion  which  yet 
1  I  rcttuuaed 
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remained  to  be  tried;  a  queftion  on  which  he  irufted  the. 
Houfe  would  not  be  oyei  anxious  to  determine.  1  he  civil 
!iA  revenue  ojf  the  crown  was  granted  by  Parliament  in  the 
moft  fplerao  ancl  fubftantial  form,  ^nd  granted  at  the  fame 
time  for  purposes  conftitutgoaal  and  neceffary.  To  re  fume 
that  grant  could  not  be  done,  in  his  opinion,  without  the 
violation  of  a  folemrt  engagement;  an  engagement  which  had 
been  made  with  the  belt  of  motives,  after  the  moft  ferioas 
deliberation.  The  Houfe  had  not  at  any  time  interfered  with 
the  privy  purfe.  Even  the  fecret  committee  of  1741  had 
held  it  (acred*  The  aft  for  eftablifeing  the  King's  civil  lift 
paffed  in  the  firft  year  of  every  reign,  and  was  granted  to  him 
for  life;  It  freely  and  unanimously  gave  him  8oo,oool.  and 
fince  the  laft  aft  pafled,  it  had  been  increafed  by  a  grant  of 
ioo,oool.  a  year,  alfo  given  for  life.  Such  was  the  bargain 
made  with  his  Majefty  in  lieu  of  the  crown  lands.  The  fit 
time  to  have  agitated  fuch  a  qoeftion  as  the  prefent  was,  when 
this  additional  fum  was  deiired ;  but  while  the  words  '  for  life9 
itood  in  thefe  afts,  he  fhould  never  confider  the  civil  lift  ux 
any  other  point  of  view,  than  that  of  facred  private  property; 
*s  much  fo  as  the  eftatc  of  any  private  gentleman.  A  penfion 
■bill  had  been  propofed  to  the  Houfe  and  rejefted,  becaufe  it 
tended  to  break  the  engagements  of  Parliament ;  becaufe  it 
tended  to  refume  that  which  had  been  granted,  under  folema 
faith,  for  a  certain  time.    After  a  father,  fays  the  honourable 

fentleman,  has  made  an  eftablifhment  for  his  fon,  would  he,  if 
e  thought  his  fon  kept  too  many  fervants*  take  upon  him 
to  di  (charge  fome  of  them  and  apply  their  wages  in  another 
manner  ?  Surely,  he  would  not,  efpccially  if  he  had  lately 
increafed  the  eftablilhment.  He  would  have  talked  about 
retrenchment  when  the  requeft  for  more  was  made.  The 
dignity  of  the  crown  was  connected  with  the  indepen- 
dence: but  by  the  refqmption  of -this  grant,  the  Parliament 
rendered  the  crown  dependent  upon  that  Houfe ;  a  fituation 
At  once  humiliating  ana  unconditional.  The  objeft  of  re* 
fumption  fhould  at  leaft  be  adequate  to  the  injury;  but  in 
this  cafe  it  was  not  fo.  The  faving  propofed  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  offices  and  places  was  immaterial,  when  confidcred 
as  a  public  objeft,  and  when  compared  with  the  expenditure 
•and  the  neceffrties  of  the  ftate.  At  a  time  when  we  were 
obliged,  by  political  neceffities,  to  go  into  great,  and  indeed 
enormous  expences,  it  was  a  trifling  coofideration,  that  by  the 
reduftion  of  a  great  number  of  places  apd  peiions,  a  faving 
fhould  be  made  of  aoo,oool.  a  year.  And  that  for  this  rea- 
ijcra  we  muft  violate  the  property  of  individuals  which  had 
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been  rendered  facred  by  the  a&s  of  Parliament,  and  confider- 
ed  by  themfclves  and  by  the  world,  as  fecure  and  permanent 
as  freehold  eftates.     When  penfions  or  places  were  beftowed 
on  individuals  as  rewards  for  meritorious  fervices,  or  tributes 
due  to  extraordinary  talents;  he  muft  confider  them  as  facred 
property,  not  incident  to  refumption,  nor  within  the  con- 
troul  of  Parliament,   until  they  had  firft  declared  and  provi- 
ded by  a  fpecial  ftatute,  that  their  grants  of  places  and  pen- 
fions for  life,  meant  to  continue  in  force  no  longer  than  the 
Parliament  fhould  pleafe.     It  was  a  refumption  which  the 
Houfe  could  not  make  either  with  right,  with  decency,   or 
juftice.     The  influence  of  the  crown  was  fpoken  of,  as  too 
formidable  fer  the  liberties  of  the  people.     This  was  faid 
without  being  proved.     No  arguments  were  advanced   to 
prove  the  exiftence  or  th'e  increafe  of  this  alarming  influence : 
but  furely  gentlemen  would  remember  that  a  fum  very  little 
inferior  to  that  with  .which  the  crown  was  invefted  at  the  time 
of  the  Revolution,  and  which  no  doubt,  after  the  moft  mature 
deliberation,  was  efteemed  to  be  no  more  than  equal  to  the 
power  of  prerogative  which  had  been  abolifhed.    Seven  hun- 
dred thou  fa  nd  pounds  was  granted  at  that  time,   and  at  two 
different  periods  fince,  that  Houfe  and  Parliament  had  recog* 
nized  the  grant,  and  added  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  original  fum.  This  was  confirming  the  idea  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  crown,'  and  it  took  away,  in  his  humble  opi- 
nion,, the  power  of  refumption.    For  it  was  not  a  queftion  of 
power,  nor  of  right,  but  a  queftion  of  property.    The  Houfe 
were  to  enquire  whether  the  object  was  adequate  to  the  end; 
whether  the  refumption  was  a  thing  which  would  produce  va«* 
luabre  retrenchments,  without  giving  a  fhock  to  the  constitu- 
tion; whether  the  diminution  of  the  refpeel,  the  grandeur  and 
the  pomp  of  the?  fovereign,  was  not  an  injury  to  the  nation    , 
irmch  more  material,  than  the  revenue  which  could  poflibly 
arife  from  fuch  a  meafure.     After  thefe  confide  rations  he  Was 
convinced  they  would  find  that  it  would  be  inconfiftent  with 
propriety,  and  confequently  with  prudence;  he  faid  with  ju- 
ftice,  alfo  for  another  reafon  ;  and  that  was,  that  the  public  ; 
had  been  gainers  by  the  bargain  which  they  had  made  with   A 
the  crown,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  ioo.oool.  a  year.  He 
here  quoted  a  page  in  the  Journals  of  1777,  where  it  appear-* 
ed  from  a  paper  prefented  at  that  time,  that  exclufive  of  the 
500,0001.  voted  in  1 769,  there  was  then  a  balance  on  the 
bargain  in  favour  of  the  public  of  i,8oo,oool. 
%  He  commended  the  bill  for  not  intending  to  refume  the 
( exchequer  offices  during  the  lives  pf  thofe  in  pofleffion  or 

reverlion ; 
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reverfion ;  he  faid,  thofe  advantages  were  enjoyed  by  the  fa* 
milics  who  held  them,  as  the  rewards  for  the  labour  and  fer- 
vices  of  their  anceftors,  and  they  operated  as  a  ftimulus  to 
the  ambition,  the  honeft  ambition  of  their  fucceflbrs. 

Here  he  mentioned  the  Dake  of  Richmond's  grant,  and  the 
declaration  made  by  a  member  of  Parliament  in  King  Wil- 
liam's time,  "  that  he  wifhed  to  make  the  King  a  freeholder 
as  well  as  himfelf." 

Having  Hated  both,  he  went  on  to  obferve  that  with  re- 
gard to  fecret  fervice  money,  it  had  always  been  a  delicate 
queftion,  and  that  the  Journals  afforded  various  precedents, 
whence  it  appeared,  that  when  the  Houfe  actually  addrefled 
the  crown  for  an  account  of  the  application  of  fecret  fervice 
money,  it  tfas  abfotutely  refufed,  the  crown  declaring,  that 
to  comply  with  fuch  a  requifition,  would  not  be  for  the  pub- 
lic benefit ;  an  anfwer  that  had  always  been  acquiefced  in« 
He  put  the  cafe,  fupp©fing  that  the  exchange  had  not  taken 
place,  and  that  the  king  enjoyed  his  grandfather's  revenues; 
Would  the  Hotffe  have  alienated  them,  and  which  of  them? 
Some  were  of  very  ancient  date;  and  ieveral  were  exchanged 
in  Charles  the  Second's  time,  for  divers  prerogatives  given  up 
by  that  monarch.  If  the  principle  were  at  once  admitted, 
he  contended,  that  the  crown  would  have  no  independence 
left.  Judge  Blackftone  had  obferved,  "  That  every  Prince, 
in  tbefirft  Parliament  after  his  acceflion,  has  by  long  ufage, 
a  truly  royal  addition  to  his  hereditary  revenue  fettled  upon 
him  for  his  life,  and  has  never  any  occafion  to  apply  to  Par- 
liament for  fupplies,  but  upon  tome  public  neceflity  of  the 
whole  realm.  This  reftores  to  him  that  conftitutional  inde- 
pendence, which,  at  his  firft  acceflion,  feems,  it  muft  be 
owned,  to  be  wanting,"      , 

Suppofing  the  bill  to  have  pafled,   to  what  a  ftate  would 
his  Majefty  have  been  reduced  !  for  it  would  not  be  merely 
the  royal  aflent,  but  the  precedent  was  the  matter  of  diffi-  * 
culty.     So  that  the  King  muft  either  refufe  his  aflent,   (and 
if  this  bill,  or  any  like  it  pafled  both  Houfes,  he  hoped  thatT 
would  not  be  the  cafe,)  or  he  muft  give  up  an  independent* 
life-rent  for  a  precarious  eftablifhmcnt,  liable  to  be  dirai- 
nifhed  or  revoked  by  future  Parliaments,  juft  as  their  ca- 
price directed.     The  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  in 
the  bill,  he  obferved,  had  complimented  the  King  of  France 
on  his  oeconomy ;  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  confider  that  the 
civil  lift  in  France,  and  the  civil  lift  in  England,  were  fo  ex- 
tremely different,  that  no  true  qomparifon  could  be  made ; 

but 
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bo,t  even  If  it  could,  he  trufted  gentlemen  would  corfider  the 
whole  of  the  French  King's  conduct;  that  they  would  oppofc 
his  unjuft  war  to  his  {Economical  reform;  and  upon  the  ba- 
lance, he  believed  it  would  be  found  that  the  advantage  did 
not  preponderate  fo  greatly  in  favour  of  France  as  to  alarm 
us.  Bad  faith,  he  faid,  was  always  bad  policy,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  but  the  greater  evil  of  the  war  would  fwallow  up 
the  letter  good  of  the  (Economical  retrenchments,  which 
would  go  but  a  little  way  indeed  towards  carrying  it  on.  We 
ought  not  to  take  our  ideas  of  retrenchment,  and  of  cacono* 
roy,  from  the  example  of  France.  Their  conftitution,  aad 
their  revenue,  was  fo  different  from  ours,  .that  there  it  might 
at  once  be  politic  and  prudent.  A  confiderablc  faving  might 
be  made,  and  (economy  might  contribute  to  -patch  up  the 
injuftice  of  the  war  in  which  they  were  engaged*  The  ceco- 
xiomy  and  the  retrenchments  which  had  been  made  by  the 
rhinifters  of  France  might  do  fomething  to  the  fame  and 
the  glory  of  the  reign ;  but  it  could  not  purge  away,  nor 
compensate  for  the  injuftice  of  the  war,  for  which  the  re- 
trenchment9  were  made.  What  was  politic  and  prudent  in 
France,  might  be  the  contrary  in  England,  and  it  was  fo  in 
this  inftance  :  it  was  improper  to  take  from  the  dignity  of  a 
Britifh  King,  becaufe  the  dignity  of  the  crown  was  connected 
with  the  dignity  and  opulence  of  the  nation.  At  the  fame 
time  he  declared  that  Great  Britain  had  better  profpe&s,  and 
a  more  reafonable  ground  ,of  exultation ;  every  attack  that 
had  been  made  on  the  crown,  and  on  the  legiflative  authority 
of  Parliament,  had  been  repelled,  and  he  hoped  every  man, 
both  within  thofe  walls  and  without,  would  ever  hold  it  in 
his  mind,  that  this  war  was  not  begun  to  fupport  the  power 
of  the  crown,  but  becaufe  the  crown  refufed  to  accept  the 
allegiance  offered  it,  independent  of  the  legiflative  authority 
of  Parliament.  He  hoped  alfo,  that  it  would  be  univerfallf 
remembered,  that  the  conftitutional  liberty  of  the  fubjeft 
had  always  been  anxioufly  and  religiouily  adhered  to  at  home, 
and  the  law  of  nations  and  the  faith  of  treaties  uniformly 
©bferved  towards  foreign  powers.  He  reverted  to  what  he 
had  faid  in  the  outfet,  that  the  bill  contained  two  objefts  in- 
compatible with  each  other.  If  it  related  merely  to  the  te- 
gulation  of  the  public  offices,  it  would  be  in  his  opinion  pro- 
per and  right  for  the  Hpufe  to  permit  the  bill  to  go  into  the 
committee ;  where  alterations  of  the  oje&ionable  parts  might 
be  made,  as  mentioned  by  the  honourable  mover  of  it;  bujjaa 
it  alfo  contained  a  principle  of  refumption  derogatory  to  the 

honour 


A.  i?8t.  DEBATES.  5 

honour  of  the  crown,  and  which  was  both  hard  and  unjuft, 
he  muft  objeft  to  it  in  this  ftage. 

_  He  made  a  few  fhort  obfervations  on  the  various  object 
of  the  various  claufes  of  the  bill,  and/faid,  as  the  principle 
was  then  the  proper  fubjeft  of  difcuffion,  he  did  not  confider 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  go  into  them  much  at  prefent ;  he  hoped, 
however,,  as  they  mounted  to  a  degradation  of  royalty,  the 
Houfe  would  never  fubmit  to  them.  He  .concluded  with 
faying,  that  as  the  bij.1  was  unjuft  ih  its  principle,  he  was 
clear  it  would  be  impracticable  in  its  execution,  and  there* 
fore  hefhould  vote  again  ft  the  fecond  reading. 

The  Honourable  John  Tcwn/hend  rofe  in  anfwer  to  Mr»  The  Hon. 
De  Grey,  and  faid,  he  (hould  give  his  moft  hearty  fuppert  7-  ?*»*- 
to  a  bill  that  had  for  its  objeA  confequences  of  fuch  great ^** 
national  importance  as  the  faving  of  public  money,  the  ap- 
plications of  that  faving  to  the  ufe  of  the  public,  and  a  re« 
du&ipn  of  the  increafed  and  increafing  influence  of  the  crown. 
But  though  thefe  Were  great  objefts,  the  bill  had  another, 
if  poffible,  ftill  more  efl^ntial  objeft  in  view.    For  when  the 
bill  had  received  the  royal  aflent  (and  to  fuppofe  it  would  not 
receive  it  on  the  grounds  of  public  diftrefs  would  be  highly 
indecent)  it  would  prove  to  that  Houfe  and  to  the  world  that 
the  crown  really  feels  for  the  diftreffes  of  the  kingdom ;  that 
it  is  unwilling  to  avail  itfelf  of  too  liberal  an  augmentation 
of  revenue ;  that  it  is  deiirous  to  remit  to  diftrefs  what  may 
be  fuppofed  to  have  flowed  from  prosperity. 

It  would  bt  the  bond  to  conned:  together  more  firmly  the 
ftffe&ions  of  his  Majefty  and  his  people.  It  would  prove  that 
we  have  all  one  common  union,  one  common  happinefs,  and 
one  common  fortune.  That  his  Majefty  cannot  wifh  ta 
plunge  the  country  into  wars  contrary  to  its  iotefeft,  fince 
the  crown  means  to  fink  its  own  revenue  in  proportion  to  the 
diminution  of  the  property  of  the  fubjed.  He  obferved  that 
Mr.  De  Grey  had  objefted  to  the  bill  on  the  principle  of  its 
Wing  a  refumption  on  the  crown.  Mr.  Townfhend  fa$, 
he  fhould  fpeak  upon  this  ground  with  peculiar  diffidence, 
■becaufe  it  'belonged  only  to  perfons  of  much  fuperior  know- 
ledge to  himfelf  to  fpeak  upon  it  with  confidence;  but  he 
had  always  underftood  that  Parliamentary  refumptkms  were 
no  new  proceedings.  Undoubtedly  it  was  an  ungracious  talk; 
it  was  irkforne  and  painful  in  that  Houfe  to  be  obliged  to 
vefort  to  the  revenue  of  the  crown  foraffiftance  even  in  a 
time  of  extreme  need.  But  though  it  was  painful,  it  was 
froper.    It  was  ftri&ly  conformable  not  only  to  the  inherent 
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virtue  and  authority  of  the  Houfe,  but  alfo  to  the  example 
of  precedent  and  cuftora.  Refumptions  had  been  com- 
mon and  frequent  in  former  periods  of  our  hiftory.  From 
the  time  of  Henry  VI.  to  Henry  VIII.  not  a  reign  palled 
without  parliamentary  refumptions,  and  thefe  were  not 
merely  refumptions  of  grants  made  by  preceding  So v ere i gas, 
but  of  grants  made  by  the  King  himfelf  for  the  time  being. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled  for 
the  abolition  of  fundry  necdlels  offices  and  unneceffary  pen- 
fions,  and  the  ground  of  it  was  very  remarkable, — it  was  to' 
enable  his  Majefty  to  defray  his  charges  in  maintaining  his 
experifive  war  againft  our  ancient  enemies  the  Scots. 

He  was  well  aware,  he  faid,  of  objections  that  might  be 
made  to  the  inftances  he  alluded  to  upon  this  principle,  that 
thefe  refumptions  of  different  Farliameuts  were  not  of  grants 
made  by  themfelves,  but  that  in  fuch  cafes  they  afted  as  ar- 
bitrators, in  a  manner  between  the  crown  and  the  fubjeft  : 
whereas  in  the  prefent  inftance  it  might  be  faid  in  contradi- 
.ftinftion,  that  Parliament  refumes  upon  its  own  grant,  de- 
feats its  own  aft,  and  violates  its  own  contract.  But  if  this 
feafoning  be  admitted,  on  what  principle  are  any  of  the 
former  refumptions  to  be  jufiiiied  ?  For  when  the  crown 
pafled  the  afts  above-mentioned,  did  not  the  crown  then  de- 
feat its  own  grant,  and  aft  in  violation  of  its  own  contftft? 
But  in  general  what  were  the  caufes  of  thofe  refumptions  ? 
Why,  public  diflbrefs  and  public  calamity.  In  fome  few  in- 
ftances he  allowed  the  "impropriety  of  the  grants  themfelves 
might  have  been  the  occafion  of  refuming  them.  Nor  indeed 
would  he  deny  the  force  of  fuch  argument  applied  to  the 
prefent  occafion.  But  in  general  the  diftrefles  of  the  country 
were  the  foundation  of  thefe  refumptions.  And  could  any 
one  affert  that  the  crown  could  formerly,  in  its  legiflative 
capacity,  on  thefe  grounds  rcfume  upon  the  fubjeft  to  whom 
it  had  made  a  grant,  btft  that  the  Parliament,  in  the  fame 
legiflative  capacity,  and  on  the  fame  grounds,  cannot  refume 
,  upon  the  crown,  which  is  the  grantee  of  Parliament?  What 
was  Parliament  ufed  to  fay  on  former  occafions  to  the  fub- 
jeft ?  it  faid,  "  It  is  very  true  the  crown  has  made  you  tbif 
grant,  we  acknowledge  it  to  be  your  own  private,  diftinft, 
feparate  property ;  and  we  are  very  forry  to  bepbliged  to  con- 
cur with  the  crown  in  the  neceifity  it  is  under  of  defeating  its 
own  aft.  But  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  require  that  you 
fhould  not  be  enriched  with  that  wealth  which  would  relieve 
the  diftrefles  of  the  country."    If  this  was  juftice  in   the 
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crown  towards  the  fubjeft?  why  might  not  Parliament  now 
fay  alfo  to  the  crown,  "  It  is  true  we  have  made  this  grant  to 
you;  we  wiflied  to  place  you  in  a  ftate  of  magnificence  and 
fplendour;  we  wiflied  to  fheto  every  mark  of  our  affeftion 
for  your  royal  perfon,  and  of  refpeft  for  your  fituation;  but 
the  condition  of  the  country  is  different  from  what  it  was 
when  we  made  the  grant;  we  were  not  then  engaged  in  war 
with  four  powerful  enemies,  we  were  not  then  preffed  under 
that  load  of  debt  which  now  overwhelms  us ;  and  if  on  the 
grounds  of  public,  univerfal  diftrefs,  we  now  defire  a  refigna- 
tion  on  your  part,  we  muft  be  no  more  confidered  as  viola- 
tors of  our  grants  to  you,  than  your  predeceffors  were  of  their 
grants  to  their  fubjefts."  Public  diftrefs  was  the  unhappy 
apology  of  both  proceedings;  and  will  any  one  contend  that 
fuch  a  caufe  would  uphold  the  propriety  of  a  general  refump^ 
tion  of  the  whole  eftates  of  numbers  of  fubjecls,  and  that  it 
will  not  fupport  the  juftice  of  a  mere  ffcrtial  refurftption  of 
;  only  a  part  of  the  revenue  granted  to  the  crown  ?  With  refpeft 
to  the  hardfhip  of  the  cafe,  which  Mr.  De  Grey  had  infifte4 
upon,  Mr.  Townfhend  afked,  if  the  preffure  was  not  much 
heavier  in  the  cafe  of  the  fubjeft,  than  in  that  of  the  crown* 
The  fubjeft  gave  no  affent  to,  the  aft  but  an  implied  virtual 
confent  by  reprefentation ;  whereas  the  crown  in  its  own 
perfon,  in  its  own  right,  and  by  its  own  voice,  feals  and  con* 
firms  its  approbation  of  the  aft.  Volenti  non  fit  injuria.  It 
becomes  then  a  voluntary  refignation  of  part  of  that  gift  to 
thofe  perfons  who,  on  their  part,  as  voluntarily  conferred  it, 
who  conferred  it  with  liberality,  who  expeft  the  refignation 
of  it  with  regret,  but  who  are  compelled  to  require  it  by  the 
urgent  demands  of  neceffity.  It  was  undoubtedly  a  hard- 
fhip, but  it  was  a  hardfhip  on  the  people,  devoted  as  they 
were  to  the  family  on  the  throne,  and  anxious  for  the  gran- 
deur of  the  Sovereign,  to  be  obliged  to  requeft  the  crown  to 
contribute  to  the  emergencies  of  the  ftate.  At  the  fame  time 
it  ought  to  b$  remembered,  that  if  they  were  pyt  to  the  fevere 
neceffity  of  applying  to  the  crown  for  participation  and  -re- 
trenchment, it  was  a  tafk  impofed  upon  them  by  the  mini- 
Iters  of  this  country,  whofe  mifconduft  and  extravagance  bad 
reduced  us  to  the  fituations  that  rendered  oeconomy  neceffary. 
It  was  from  thefe  minifters  that  the  application  had  fprung, 
who  maidly  involved  us  in  impolitic  wars,  firft  with  our  own 
fubjefts  and  afterwards  with  the  half  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Townfhend  having  eftablifhed  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
next  animadverted  upon  Mr.  De  Grey's  obfervatious  refpeft- 
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idg  the  fmallnefs  of  the  faving  propofecf,   and  the  improper 
tendency  of  the  bill. 

With  refpeft  to  the  firft  obfervation,  he  contended  that 
the  favingj  of  nearly  two  hundred  thoufanc!  pounds  was  by 
lib  means  an  inconsiderable  objeft.  The  argument  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  was  curious  indeed— 
confidering  the  many  millions  that  had  been  and  were  yet  to 
V>e  expended,  fuch  a  faving  as  this  was  too  trifling  to  deferve 
the  notice  of  Parliament.  It  is  confeffed  that  we  are  fteeped 
up  to  the  very  lips  in  poverty,  but  ceconomy  is  not  the  way 
to  relieve  us.  How  then  are  we  to  be  relieved  ?  Is  the  coun- 
try to  recruit  itfeif  by  parliamentary  inattention,  and  it  is  to 
be  reftored  to  its  health  and  vigour  by  an  obftinate  pcrfiftance 
in  the  prodigality  of  cxpence?  But,  Mr.  Townfhend  faid,  it 
was  not  the  mere  faving  propofed  that  recommended  the  bill 
to  his  fupport.  Aqgther  objeft  of  it  (which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  argued  to  be  aft  improper  one)  had  ftill  greater 
weight  with  him;  he  meant  the  reduftion  of  the  influence  of 
the  crown.  He  would  not  weary  the  patience  of  the  Houfe  try 
any  attempt  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  improper  influence. 
The  Journals  of  the  Houfe  had  recorded  the  faft,  and  if  they 
had  not  done  fo,  yet  every  ferious  mind  now  yielded  an  honeft 
confeflion  of  the  truth  of  it.  The  increafe  of  influence  had 
been  before  acknowledged  by  perfons  whofe  profeflion  per- 
haps did  not  lead  them  to  be  extremely  hoftile  to  its  exertions. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  quoted  an  obfervation  of 
Judge  Blackftone's;  but  did  he  not  remember  that  700,0001. 
had  been  ftated  by  Sir  William  Blackftone  as  an  ample  provr- 
fion  for  the  crfcwn.  His  language  on  this  fubjeft  is,  iC  That 
much  indeed  is  given  up  by  the  crown,  but  much  alfo  is  acquir- 
ed by  it.  That  the  ftern  commands  of  prerogative  have  yield- 
ed at  length  to  the  milder  voice  of  influence."  Perhaps  Sir 
W.  Blackftone  would  not  have  thought  that  65,0001.  per  an- 
num added  to  the  crown  by  late  deceafes  in  the  royal  family, 
and  an  additional  grant  of  ioo,oool.  per  annum  would  render 
this  mild  voice  of  influence  lefs  engaging  and  perfuafive. 

He  went  on  to  obferve,  that  objeftions  had  been  made  to 

the  bill,  becaufe  it  did  not  %adopt  ,the  proper  conftitutional 

method  of  proceeding  in  cafes  of  mifapplication  of  the  civil 

lift,  which  method  ufed  to  be  by  parliamentary  impeach- 

*rfi£nts.     But  he  "argued  that  nothing  could  be  fo  nugatory  as 

V  a-parliamentary  impeachment,  when  perhaps  the  very  tribunal 

before  which  the  caufe  was  to  be  brought,  had  been  tainted 

'with  the  malignity  of  its  infeftion  :  when  the  majority  of 

thofe  who  carry  on  the  profecution  are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
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the  obje&s  of  the  guilt  of  the  criminal,  the  partners  and  ac- 
complices in  his  crimes,  He  faid,  that  the  bill  meant  to  de- 
ftroy  the  evil  at  once,  by  Tapping  the  very  foundation  of  it. 
That  it  was  one  of  thofe  evils  which  demanded  prevention, 
otherwife  it  would  be  in  vain  to  think  afterwards  of  the  mode 
of  punifhing  the  criminal — "  Cetera  maleficia  turn  perfequare 
"  ubt  faflafunt ;  hoc  vero  niji  provider!  s  ne  accidat,  ubi  cvenit, 
u  frufira  judicium  implores." 

But  befides,  he  faid,  there  was  another  cunfideration  which 
ought  to  have  material  influence  on  their  minds — the  duties 
tinder  which  they  lay  as  reprefentatives  of  the  people :  fuf- 
picions  had  gone  abroad  of  the  virtue  of  that  Houfe,  and  the 
nation  were  loud  in  their  clamours.  It  was  faid  that  they 
were  (hamefully  corrupt ;  that  they  were  the  creatures  of  the 
mimfter;  and  inftead  of  being  the  conftitutional  guardians 
of  the  people,  were  their  worn  enemies.  That  they  were 
at  once  the  creators  and  the  creatures  of  influence.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  pernicious  when  they  flood  be- 
tween the  crown  and  the  people*,  hiding  and  encouraging  the 
attacks  on  the  conftitution.  Such  fufpicions  had  gone 
abroad;  he  could  not  fay  with  what  truth.  Perhaps  it 
might  be  proper  in  fome  inftances  to  curb  and  punifli  popular 
licence;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  was  exceedingly  becoming 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  every  national  aflembly,  to  at- 
tend to  the  fufpicions  that  were  formed,  and  endeavour  to 
crulh  them  by  removing  the  caufe.  It  was  neceflary  to  their 
reputation  that  they  fhould  on  that  night  afiert  the  right,  and 
the  duty  of  Parliament,  and  convince  their  conftituents,  that 
their  fufpicions  were  premature.  It  was  their  duty  to  fet  a 
virtuous  and  an  honourable  example  of  retrenchment,  by 
which  public  fpirit  would  be  fortified,  and  the  nation  united 
in  one  common  idea  of  common  intereft.  It  was  their  duty 
to  point  out  this  conduct  to  their  Sovereign,  finceit  was  ncr 
ceftary  to  the  true  dignity  and  the  true  grandeur  of  his  fub* 
je£ts,  that  he  fhould  teach  by  example  how  to  facrifice  private 
enjoyments  to  public  welfare — to  fhew  them  that  be  took  an 
intereft  in  their  fufferings,  and  called  upon  them  for  no  ex- 
ertion to  which  he  was  not  anxious  to  contribute.  That  he 
would  participate  in,their  fufferings,  as  well  as  in  their  fucr 
cefs.  Such  conduct  would  be  the  means  of  general  concilia* 
tion— rit  would  reftore  character  to  Parliament— and  would 
unite  a  Sovereign  with  his  fubjefts.  And  fuch  conduct  it  was 
their  duty  and  their  intereft  to  adopt.  It  was  well  known,  that 
great  obloquy  had  been  caft  againft  the  honour  of  that  Houfe. 
if  thefe  were  falfe  imputations,  this  was  the  moment  to  refute 
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the  malignity  of  fuch  calumny,  and  to  vindicate  their  loft 
reputation. 

He  reminded  the  Houfe  of  an  examplary  inftance  in  Roman 
hiftory.  When  Verres  was  brought  to  trial  by  his  accufersf 
the  judges  (who  were  of  fenatorial  order)  were  fuppofed  to 
be  fo  corrupt,  that  the  people  wifhed  to  have  the  jurifdi&ion 
transferred  into  .other  hands.  The  friends  of  liberty  defpair-* 
ed  of  his  condemnation,  and  his  own  party  contidered  his 
acquittal  as  certain.  The  judges,  however,  rou fed  by  fuch 
imputations,  proceeded  to  try  the  criminal  tfith  the  impar- 
tiality which  their  fituation  required,  and  with  that  fcrupu- 
lous  attention  which  the  importance  of  the  charge  naturally- 
excited.  They  faw  his  guilt,  and  they  punifhed  it  with  ba~ 
nifhment. 

There  is  now  before  you,  faid  Mr.  Townfhend,  a  criminal 
much  more  flagitious  and  baneful  than  Verres.  Of  his  guilt 
you  muft  be  fully  fatisfied ;  and  if  you  have  any  regard  for 
'  the  dignity  of  your  own  honour,  if  you  have  any  ambition; 
-  to  emulate  thofe,  who,  by  a  fingle  a£l  of  determined  integri- 
ty, redeemed  the  loft  charafter  of  their  order,  you  will  in- 
flift  the  puniihment  due  to  the  criminal  before  you,  by  fen* 
tencing  him,  in  like  manner,  to  perpetual  baniihment. 
h«  hon.  The  honourable  Mr.  Ptrcival  disapproved  of  the  bill,  as  im- 
fr.  Pir.  proper  to  be  Supported  in  principle.  He  thought  it  highly 
unbecoming,  and  not  only  fo,  but  unjuft,  in  that  Houle  to 
attempt  to  feize  on  the  civil  lift  revenue  of  the  crown,  and 
reduce  the  Sovereign  to  a  ftate  of  humiliating  dependency. 
He  denied  that  the  people  were  for  the  bill,  or  the  meafure. 
Their  rejeftion  of  its  authors  at  the  laft  general  return  of  Par- 
liament, was  to  him  a  proof  of  their  difinclination  to  the  plan 
propofed.  He  was  perfectly  convinced  that  the -attempt  was 
unjuft,  as  well  as  ungracious;  that  it  derogated  from  the  re- 
fpeft  and  dignity  of  the.crown ;  and  was  a  meafure  which 
betrayed  the  weaknefs  more  than  the  policy  of  the  country. 
He  would  not  have  given  his  confent  to  the  refolution  which; 
flood  on  the  Journals  of  the  6th  of  April  1780,  becaufe  he 
conceived  that  fuch  a  propofition  was  unfounded.  The  pre* 
fcnt  bill  contained  principles  oppofite  to  the  juft  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Houfet  He  denied  the  truth  of  the  afler- 
tions  that  had  been  made,  that  the  prefent  Parliament  was 
bourtd  by  the  refolutions  of  the  laft.  He,  as  a  member  of 
the  new  Parliament  law  no  reafon  to  hold  himfelf  bound  by 
Tefolutions  to  which  he  did  not  confent  when  they  palled. 
He  faid  it  was  a  meafure  to  which  he  would  never  confent,  to 

outrage 
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outrage  the  Sovereign  "with  a  requifition  of  his  fortune.  If 
retrenchments  were  to  be  made  in  the  royal  houfehold,  they 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  voloptary  furrender  of  the  crown,  Wc 
ought  not  to  prevent  the  exercife  of  royal  benevolence.  It 
was  at  once  ungracious  and  improper  to  enter  into  the  royal 
apartments  and  new  model  the  managements  of  his  ft  ate. 
The  civil  lift  revenue  had  been  granted  by  Parliament  for  . 
an  adequate«confideration,  and  upon  an  honourable  and  ad- 
vantageous bargain.  To  refume  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
fidelity,  as  well  as  a  flagrant  attack  upon  the  dignity  and 
the  rank  of  the  crown. 

Mr.  Powys  contended  warmly  for  the  right  inherent  in  the  Mr.  P*myu 
Houfe  to  check  and  controul  the  public  expenditure;  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  plan  propofed  in  the  bill  before  the 
Houfe.  He  trufted  that  it  would  go  into  a  committee,  in 
order  that  it  might  receive  the  ferious  inveftigation  of  the 
Houfe,  and  that  fuch  parts  as  were  objeftionabie,  might  be 
difapproved  of,  and  the  remainder  be  carried  into  execution. 
He  called  upon  the  Houfe  to  remember.the  rcfolutions  of  the 
6th  of  April  laft.  Nothing  had  been  done  in  confequence  of 
thefe  refolutions,  and  they  remained  upon  the  Journals  as 
monitors  to  the  prefent  Parliament  of  their  duty,  or  as  mo* 
numents  of  their  difgracc. 

He  very  ftrenuoully  fupported  the  rcfolutions,  and  faid 
they  were  the  pledges  given  to  the  people  by  the  laft  Par- 
liament, that  theif  petitions  fhould  meet  with  due  attention, 
and.  the  grievances  complained,  of  fhould  be  redreffed. 
The  bill,  then  under  conlideration,  was  founded  on  the  peti- 
tions of  the  people,  and  went  immediately  to  one  of  their 
great  requifitions — the  ddire  of  reformation  and  oeconomy-— « 
Jio  perfectly  confeious  of  this  was  the  laft  Parliament,  that 
no  gentleman  had  then  ventured  to  oppofe  the  bill  on  its 
fecond  reading ;  all  fides  of  the  Houfe,  as  well  as  the  noble 
JLord  in  the  blue  ribbon  and  his  friends,  as  thofe  who  aded 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  near  him,  admitting  the  prin-  - 
ciple  of  the  bill  in  its  fulleft  extent.  To  what,  then,  was 
the  prefent  oppofition  in  that  ftage  to  be  afcribed  ?  Had  any 
thing  happened  fince  to  induce  gentlemen  to  change  their 
opinions  ?  What  revolutions  in  the  political  hemifphere  had 
induced  fuch  an  alteration?  Did  gentlemen  imagine  that 
ceconc*ny  was  lefs  neceflary,  or  that  the  nation  was  more 
afQuent  in  confequence  of  a  war  with  Holland,  our  old  ally  ? 
Was  that  the  faft  ?  or  had  the  profpeft  of  a  war  with  all  the 
northern  powers  occaiioned  fuch  a  fudden  influx  of  wealth, 
(hat  extravagance  was  not  fo  criminal  now,  as  it  appeared  to 
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he  laft  year  ?  The  people  without  doors,  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, thought  otherwise.  That  it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  that  the  bill  (hould  pafs,  he  was  as  Jfure 
as  he  was  of  his  exiftence;  to^what  then  was  the  prelent  re* 
fiftance  to  be  afcribed  ? 

He  trufted  that  it  would  not  be  found  that  the  old  members 
had  been  actuated  to  their  conduft  by  the  approach  of  the 
diffolution  ;  and  that  the  young  members  woul#  not  fo  foon 
commit  a  public  breach  of  the  troft  and  confidence  which 
they  had  met  with  from  the  people  of  England,  as  to  oppofe 
this  bill  in  its  principle.  He  afferted  that  the  people  of  Eng- 
land had  not  changed  their  fentiments,  though  the  mover  of 
the  bill  was  not  intrenched  with  their  petitions ;  but  they  had 
infufed  the  fpirit  of  them  into  the  Journals,  He  laid  that 
that  Houfe  had  abandoned  ibrtune  and  embraced  a  cloud; 
fbey  had  forfook  the  fubftance  and  the  body  of  relief,  and  had 
taken  a  fhadow  and  an  empty  name.  In  this  he  alluded  to 
the  commiffion  of  accounts,  which  he  treated  as  a  mere  whim, 
*  ridiculous  and  abfurd. 
tmiKugtnt  Earl  Nugent  declared  hjmfelf  a  warm  and  zealous  friprtd  to 
public  Geconomy.  "  Without  it,  he  was  perfuaded  this  na- 
tion could  not  be  faved ;  oeconomy,  io  our  public  expendi- 
ture, was  as  ncccflary  as  firmnefs  and  wifdom  in  our  court* 
cils,  as  valour  and  conduct  in  our  expeditions  and  enterprises. 
But  it  did  not  follow  either  that  he  ought  to,  much  Iefs  thatthe 
Hotffe  fhould,  embrace  every  oeconomical  projeft  that  was 
offered,  however  plaufibly  introduced,  however  refpe&able 
the  quarter  from  which  it  came.  No  man  in  that  Houfe,  his 
lordfhip  faid,  entertained  a  greater  degree  of  efteem  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  the  prefent  bill,  than 
he  did;  he  knew  his  integrity,  and  he  had  feen  many  proofs 
of  his  zeal  to  ferve  hfs  country;  great  therefore  as  his  abili- 
ties were,  they  were  not,  he  was  convinced,  fuperior  to  his 
virtue.  The  honourable  gentleman,  however,  muft  pardon 
him,  if  he  did  not  agree  with  him  entirely  as  to  his  bill.  In 
.Sincerity  he  would  fay,  he  disapproved  of  it  totally,  and  he 
would  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  why  he  did  fo.  The 
title  of  the  bill  was  a  good  one  :  It  was  called  "  A  bill  for 
the  better  regulation  of  his  iSjajefty's  civil  eftablifh  meats, 
a^d  of  certain  public  offices."  The  preamable  alfo  had 
fomething  catching  in  it,  but  what  was  the  object,  of  the  bill 
itfelf  ? —  To  introduce  an  unconditional  innovation  ;  and 
to  refume  from  the  crown  what  had  been  folemnly  granted  to, 
his  Maje&y  for  life.  To  fuch  a  propofition  he  never  would 
£onfent,  not  with  Handing  what  had  been  faid  of  (he  refolution 
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of  the  6th  of  April,  which  declared  the  competency  of  the 
Houfe  to  correft  and  examine  abufes  in  the  expenditure  of  this 
civil  lift  revenues.  That  refolution  paffed,  as  gentlemen  well 
knew,  at  an  hour  when  fuch  was  the  temper  of  the  Houfe, 
that  it  would  have  been  madnefs  to  have  oppofed  it.  It  did 
not  follow  therefore,-  that  every  gentleman  approved  of  it. 
He  never  had,  nor  could  he  think  that  (allowing  that  refolu- 
tion all  the  refpeft  due  to  an  entry  on  the  Journals)  it  follow- 
ed of  courfe,  that  the  prefent  bill  ought  to  be  adopted.  What, 
would  that  Houfe-confent  to  degrade  the  Sovereign,  dimifti 
the  luftre  of  the  crown,  and  reduce  his  Majefty  to  a  worfe 
fituation  than  that  of  any  private  gentleman  in  his  kingdom?  , 
Would  they  deprive  him  of  the  management  of  his  income, 
and  put  him  into  the  fituation  of  a  minor,  by  obl:ging  him  to 
fubmit  to  the  tutelage  of  Parliament  ?  The  bill  interfered 
with  the  privy  purfe,  and  took  away  the  independency  of  the 
crown :  to  admit  it  to  pafs,  would  be  to  reduce  his  Majefty  to 
the  condition  of  a  mere  titular  monarch ;  a  king  without 
power,  a  king  but  in  name,  like  the  king  of  Poland,  or  a. 
Sovereign  like  the  Doge  of  Venice,  altogether  dependent  on 
others,  and  fubjeft  to  their  capricious  controul.  Let  gentle- 
men confider,  that  fuch  a  meafure  would  efientially  wound 
and  injure  the  conftitution  ;  for  each  branch  of  the  legisla- 
ture each  of  the  three  dates,  ought  to  have  its  (hare  of  in- 
dependency, and  furely  the  firft  ftate,  that  which  was  cloth- 
ed with  the  fupreme  executive  power,  fhould  never  be  ren- 
dered lefs  glorious,  lefs  independent,  than  the  other  two. 
.The  real  beauty  and  excellence  of  our  conftitution,  fo  much, 
admired  and  envied,  was  its  nice  equipoife,  that  equal  ba- 
lance, which  gave  it  (lability,  and  at  once  fequred  the  crown 
in  its  legal  rights,  and  the  people  in  their  freedom  and  im- 
munities. The  prefent  bill  went  dircftly  to  move  the^ ba- 
lance and  deftroy  the  equipoife;  let  the  Houfe,  therefore, 
however  much  they  might  be  convinced  that  fome  of  the 
branches  were  rotten,  take  care  in  their  attempt  to  remove 
the  dead  wood,  that  they  did  not  deftroy  the  trunk  of  the 
tree  itfelf.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  had  introduced 
the  bill,  he  did  not  doubt,  really  believed  the  bill  would 
have  the  falutry  effeft  he  had  dwelt  on,  when  he  introduced  ' 
it  with  fuch  a  warmth,  and  earneftnefs  of  commendation. 
Other  men,  and  men  of  great  wlfdom,  had  been  equally  de- 
ceived. Plato,  for  inftance,  and  he  flattered  himfelf  he 
fhould  not  offend  by  comparing  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
Plato.  The  honourable  gentleman's  projedt  was  as  impracti- 
cable 


16  PARLIAMENTARY         A.  ijiu 

cabteas  Plato's  Commonwealth,  oc  Sir  T.  Moore's  Utopia. 
In  defer ibing  its  good  effects,  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
been  describing  the  purity  of  his  own  mind,  aiid  without 
knowing  it,  it  was  that  which  the  honourable  gentleman  wi  di- 
ed to  reduce  into  practice;  but  the  times  were  too  bad,  and 
difiipation  too  general,  to  render  his  honeft  endeavours  fuc- 
ccfsful.  His  Lordfhipobferved,  that  there  were  thirteen  pages 
in  the  bill,  and  feven  and  twenty  claufes  whicb  related  to 
the  civil  cftabiifhment ;  he  appealed  therefore*  to  every  gen- 
tleman prefent,  whether  it  was  likely,  that  fo  heterogeneous 
s  raafs  of  matter,  however  plaufible  in  theory  and  i pecula- 
tion, could  eafily  be  carried  into  execution  ?  Bot  this  was 
not  his  only  objection  to  the  bill ;  the  title  of  it  was  not  its 
trucdefcription;  for  the  title  faid,  that  the  monies  faved  were 
to  be  applied  to  the  public  fervice,  whereas  there  was  not  one 
word  in  the  bill  which  enacted  fuch  an  appropriation ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  expreffly  enacted,  that  the  balance  of  the 
civil  lift  revenue  fhould,  after  all  favings,  be  laid  out  for  an 
cftabiifhment  for  thetife  of  the  royal  family. 

His  Lord  (hip  faid,  the  fact  was  certainly  fo,  the  claufe  in 
«juefton  was  the  27th,  and  was  to  be  found  in  the  13th  page 
of  the  printed  bill,  therefore,  he  repeated  it,  the  bill  did  not 
apply  the  livings  to  the  ufe  of  the  public  as  it  pretended.  If 
the  bill  had  appropriated  all  the  favings  to  the  public  fervice, 
fomething  indeed  might  have  been  faid  for  it :  his  objections 
would  have  been  fewer;  but  as  it  was,  it  furely  bad  not  the 
pretentions  to  encouragement.  (Economy  was  moft  eflen- 
cially  neceflary;  nothing  but  the  moft  rigid  oeconomy  could 
poflibly  fave  us.  The  Treafury  could  not  bear  a  greater  load 
than  it  now  had.  But  inftead  of  harraffing  the  minifter  with 
thefe  chimerical  notions,  all  our  ideas  fhould  be  confolidated 
in  general  exertion  and  fimple  oeconomy.  The  minifter 
xnuft  be  a  Jack  of  all  trades,  he  muft  underftand  every  thing, 
to  be  able  to  go  through  his  buiinefs.  He  wifhed  for  osco* 
,  nomy,  but  tye  would  not  procure  it,  by  fetting  the  King 
down  to  an  ordinary,  and  making  him  more  dependent  than 
any  man  in  his  dominions.  All  the  advantages  which  were 
likely  to  flow  from  the  prefent  bill,  and  many  more,  muck 
more  important  benefits,  would  arife  from  that  coram iflion 
of  accounts  which  the  iaft  gentleman  had  fo  affected  to  defpifc. 
Surely  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  read  the  two  re- 
ports delivered  in  by  the  commiffioners :  if  he  had,  he  would 
have  feen  therein  fubftantial  benefit  already  derived  from  that 
comraiffion,  as  a  pleafing  earneft  of  what  was  to  come ;  he 
'  would 


A.  1781.  DEBATES.  #       i* 

would  have  fcen  five  or  fix  public  fpirited  gentlemen,  inde- 
fatigable in  the  purfuit  of  their  objeft,  detained  by  no  receft 
pf  bufinefs,  and  biafled  by  no  partiality,  doing  for  the  pub- 
lic what  had  long  been  requifrte,  by  fecuring,  in  the  firfl: 
place,  an  immediate  tranfition  of  public  fubfidies  from  the 
nation  at  large  to  the  coffers  of  the  ftate;,  and  in  the  fecond, 
that  money  ihould  no  fooner  be  iffued  from  the  Exchequer 
than  it  was  wanted  for  the  public  fefvice.  In  one  tax  alone 
they  had  afcertained  650,000k  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  col- 
lectors, which  he  would  venture  to  fay  was  a  national  bene- 
fit, far  mbre  important  than  any  the  prefent  bill  could  pro- 
duce if  carried  into  execution.  But  after  all,  if  the  bill  pat 
fed,  did  gentlemen  who  had  dwelt  with  fo  much  energy  on 
the  petitions  prefented  laft  year,  think  that  this  bill  would 
fatisfy  the  petitioners  ?  Undoubtedly  it  would  not.  Their  ob- 
jects went  much  farther.  What  fa  id  the  affociations  ?  Give 
us  annual  parliaments  or  triennial  parliaments.  Every  man 
in  the  kingdom  now  fet  up  for  a  reformer,  at  leaft  every  man 
wifhed  to  be  a  legiilator,  and  vote  at  eleftions ;  how  expe- 
dient, how  prafticable,  how  falutary  fuch  a  matter  would 
prove,  the  Houfe  might  judge  from  what  had  happened  late- 
ly at  Coventry.  He  apologized  tO'  Mr.  Burke,  and  faid  he 
meant  no  reflection  on  him,  when  he  talked  of  ftate  tinkers, 
but  fuch  were  now  to  be  found  in  almoft  every  country  town  ; 
there  were  thofe  among  the  croud  of  modern  reformers,  who 
not  content  with  tinkering  the  Britifh  conftitution,  attempt- 
ed to  tinker  that  of  Treland,  *and  would  fain  have  new  ham- 
mered it ;  for  his  part,  he  did  not  admire  fuch  workmen,  they 
might  do  much  mifchief,  and  injure  that  which  he  verily  be- 
lieved would  not  receive  any  benefit  from  their  labours. 

The  honourable  William  Pitt,  fon  to  the  late  Earl  of  Chat-  The  Hon, 
ham,  now  rofe  for  the  firfl:  time,  and  in  a  fpeech  direftly  in  w>  Pit*> 
anfwer  to  matter  that  had  fallen  out  in  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bate, difplayed  great  and  aftoni thing  powers  of  eloquence. 
His  voice  is  rich  and  ftriking,  full  oi  melody  and  force ;  his 
manner  eafy  and  elegant ;  his  language  beautiful  and  luxuU 
riant.  He  gave  in  that  firft  and  fhort  effay,  a  fpecimen  of 
eloquence,  not  unworthy  the  fon  of  the,  immortal  parent.  He 
faid,  that  he  gave  the  moft  hearty  confent  to  what  had  fallen 
from  his  honourable  friend  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe; — >     * 
that  a  propofition  for  the  retrenchment  of  the  civil  lift  re- 
venue ought  to  have  come  from  his  Majcfty's  minifters.  He  % 
gave  his  entire  approbation  to  this  fentiment.  It  would  have 
come  with  more  grace  j  it  would  have  come  with  more  bene-  -> 
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fif  t>)  the  p*Mic  fcriv:,  ;f  i*  h*^  fr^rsg  fr«  tSc  royal  bredL 
llit  M/yAyf*  m'tu<(lzn  *r*&t  *o  hzrt  <i'xut  fbnrari  aac!  jsasv 
pofed  *  redu#k*  \u  the  civil  1;*,  re  r**e  the  people  die  cam- 
faUi'vm  <A  kt*>wifi%  tha*  their  fryma^i}  participate  ia  Ac 
(uffrfiup  tA  the  tmpitt,  and  prefented  20  honourable  cs- 
*m}/lt  of  rctrtrvhmtot  in  as  hoar  of  general  difficulty. 
The y  ouzfrt  to  hare  ooofulted  the  glory  of  their  royal  ai- 
fUrf  *tul  have  teamed  him  in  the  hearts  of  his  pcopie,  b*  aba- 
ting from  magnificence  what  was  due  to  ncccffiiy.  XtAaA 
of  waiting  for  tb^r  (low  r^^tiieft  of  a  bortheoed  people,  they 
fbould  have  mix**A  popularity  by  a  voluntary  f urreoder  of 
ufeleft  revenue,  1'  ar  niore  agreeable  would  it  hare  been  to 
that  Houfc  to  accede,  than  to  propofe;  much  more  gracious 
to  have  ol/fcrvcd  the  free  exercife  of  royal  bounty,  than  to 
tr)4[.r  the  appeal,  and  point  out  what  was  right,  or  what  was 
he<  cftiiry.  But  if  miniftcr*  failed  to  do  this ;  if  they  inter- 
fere! between  the  benignity  of  the  Sovereign  and  thediftreffes 
bf  hi*  people,  and  flumped  the  tide  of  royal  fympathy,  was 
that  a  reafon  why  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  his  Majefty's 

Iiuiilic  rounfellon,  fhould  tlcfift  from  a  meafure  fo  congenial 
0  the  paternal  feelings  of  the  Sovereign,  fo  applicable  to  the 
Want*  and  mi  (cries  of  the  people  ?  1  he  natural  beneficence 
Of  the  royal  heait  would  be  gratified  by  the  feafonable  remit- 
tance, And  furrly  it  was  no  reafon,  that  becaule  minifters 
failed  to  do  their  duty,  the  Houfc  ihould  ceafe  to  attend  to 
Their*.  AcTing  as  the  faithful  rcprcfentatives  of  the  people,* 
who  had  trufled  them,  they  ought  to  fcize  on  every  objed  of 
equitable  refuurcc  that  presented  itfclf ;  and  furely  none  were 
ft)  fair,  fo  probable,  or  fo  flattering,  as  retrenchment  and 
rrconomy.  The  obligations  of  their  chara&er  dmanded 
liom  them  not  to  hefitate  in  purfuing  thofe  objc&s,  even  to 
the  loot  of  the  throne;  and,  aftuatcd  by  duty,  to  advife  the 
crown  to  part  with  ufclcfs  oftcntation,  tMt  he  might  preferve 
ncecflary  novycr;  to  abate  a  little  of  pomp,  that  he  might  af- 
ftcrt&in  reipeft;  todiminifh  a  little  of  exterior  grandeur,  that 
he  might  incrcufe  and  lecure  authentic  dignity.  Such  advice 
Would  become  them,  as  the  councilors  of  his  Majefty,  and 
As  the  rcpicicntativcs  of  the  people,;  for  it  was  their  immedi- 
ate doty,  n*  the  Commons  Houfc  of  Parliament,  to  guard  the 
lives,  (he  liberties,  and  the  properties  of  the  people.  The 
laft  obligation  \va$  the  (Irongeft ;  it  was  more  immediately 
incumbent  upon  them  to  guard  the  properties,  becaufc  they 
were  more  liable  to  in\alion%  by  the  lecret  and  fubtle  attacks 
vol  ifttlucuce,  Uuu  cither  their  hyc*  or  liberties.  —  It  would 

not 

4 


A*i78i.    '  D    £    B    A    f    E    S. 

not  derogate  from  the  real  glory  of  the  crown  to  accept  of 
the  advice.  It  would  be  no  diminution  of  true  grandeur,  ta 
yield  to  the  refpeftful  petitions  o{^  the  people.  The  tutelage 
of  that  houfe  might  be  a  hard  term;  but  the  guardianfhip  of 
that  Houfe  could  not  be  difgraceful  to  a  constitutional  king^ 
The  abridgement  of  ufelefs  and  unneceflary  expence  could  be 
bo  abatement  of  royalty.  Magnificence  and  grandeur  were 
not  inconiiftent  with  retrenchment  and  ceconomy,  but,  or* 
the  contrary,  in  a  time  of  neccffity,  and  of  common  exer-* 
tion,  ijblid  grandeur  was  dependent  on  the  reduction  of  ex- 
pence.  And  it  was  the  general  fentiment  and  observation  of 
the  Houfe,  that  oeconomy  was  at  this  time  eflentially  necef- 
fary  to  national  falvation.  This  had  been  the  language  of  the 
noble  Lord  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  [Lord  Nugent,] 
and  he  had  declared,  that  if  the  bill  then  before  the  Houfe 
had  provided  that  all  the  monies  to  be  derived  from  the  re<- 
duftions  propofed,  had  been  applied  to  the  public  fcrvice^  he 
would  have  given  his  hearty  concurrence  in  it,  and  would 
have  become  one  of  its  warmeft  advocates.  Here  then  he 
begged  leave  to  join  iffue  with  the  noble  lord.  He  had  faid, 
that  the  favings  were  to  be  appropriated  towards  a  fund  for 
creating  a  provifion  for  the  royal  family;  and  this  claufe  he 
had  found  in  the  bill  before  them;  he  begged  to  inform  the 
noble  lord,  that  there  was  a  claufe  in  the  bill  which  expreflly 
dated,  that  the  monies  arifing  from  the  reductions  propofed 
fhould  be  diredly  applied  to  the  public  fervice.  The  only- 
merit  that  he  could  claim,  in  a  competition  with  the  noble 
lord  was,  that  his  eyes  were  fomewhat  younger  than  his,  and 
he  would  read  the  claufe  to  which  he  alluded.  He  here  read  * 
the  following  claufe. 

"  And  it  is  hereby  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid* 
That  all  the  falaries,  lawful  fees,  perquifites,  and  profitt 
whatfoever,  belonging  to  all  and  every  the  offices  by  this  a£l 
fuprefled,  (hall  ceafe  and  determine  with  the  determination 
of  the  faid  offices  feverally,  and  be  no  longer  paid;  and  that. 
the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury  (hall,  within  a  reaionable' 
time,  make,  or  caufe  to  be  made  up,  an  account  of  the  fala- 
ries and  fees  now  payable  for  or  on  account  of  the  faid  offices 
feverally,  as  alfo  an  account  of  all  the  charges  whatfoever,  or* 
dinary  or  extraordinary,  incurred  for,  or  by  reafon  of  the 
faid  offices,  during  (», certain  number)  of  years  laft  paft; 
and  fhall  caufe  a  fum  to  the  amount  of  a  medium  of  the  faid 
falaries,  fees,  and  charges,  to  be  annually  fet  apart,  and  a 
feparate  account  to  be  kept  of  the  fame,  and  to  carry  the  faid 
Da  '     fum 
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fum  or  fums  of  money,  together  with  the  amount  of  4ach  and 
every  peniioq  as  it  ihall  fall  or  determine,  until  the  faid  pen- 
fion  lift  be  reduced  to  a  fum  (to  be  limited  by  the  aft,)  (ex- 
cept as  in  this  aft  is  otherwife  provided)  to  \hz  Jinking  fund, 
there  to  remain  for  the  difpofition  of  Parliament."  This  was 
the  cleared  refutation  of  the  noble  lord's  affertion ;  but  hii 
error  feemed'to  have  arifen  from  his^having  taken  notice  of 
another  claufe  in  the  aft,  which  ordains  that  the  monies  ap- 
propriated to  the  payment  of  annuities  to  be  granted  to  thofe 
perfons  where  places  were  to  be  abolifhed,  fhould  be  placed 
in  a  fund,  as  they  (hould  arife  by  the  death  of  the  annuitants, 
to  create  a  provifion  for  the  royal  family-  This  was  the  er- 
ror 6i  the  noble  lord ;  he  had  miftaken  this  provifion  for  all 

~  the  favings  of  thoplan;  unlefs  indeed  he  imagined  that  to 
place  money  in  the  finking  fund,  fubjeft  to  the  difpofal  of 
Parliament,  was  not  to  apply  it  to  the  public  fervice*     He 

.  might  confider  the  blind  profufion  of  the  minifter  as  the  pub- 
lic fcrvice;  and  unlefs  it  had  been  left  to  him  to  be  mifroa- 
naged  and  fquandered  in  his  ufual  way,  it  was  not  applying 
it,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  public  fervice.  He  trufted  the  Ejoufe 
would  excufe  him  for  having  wantoned  with  their  patience 
on  this  point;  and  he  for  his  own  part  fhould  think  his  tirne  and 
labour  very  well  repaid,  if  thereby  he  had  been  fortunate  enough 
to  gain  over  fo  powerful  an  afliftant  and  friend  as  the  noble  lord 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  It  had  been  faid  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  early  in  the  debate,  that  the  bill  con- 
nected two  objefts  that  ought  to  have  been  kept  feparate;  his 
honourable  friend  near  him  [Mr.  John  TownfhendJ  had 
(hewn  that  thefe  objefts  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand  together, 
and  had  very  properly  contended  that  this  was  the  fit  moment 
for  introducing  reform  and  oeconomy.  He  (hould  add,  that 
the  bill  had  a  third  objeft  njuch  more  important  than  eithef 
of  thefe,  and  that  was,  the  reduction  of  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  that  influence  which  the  laft  Parliament,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  refolution,  had  declared  to  be  increafing,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  diminifhed.  An  influence  which  was  more  to 
be  dreaded,  becaufe  more  fecret  in  its  attacks,  and  more  con- 
cealed in  its  operations,  than  the  power  of  prerogative.  All 
thefe  objefts  were  not  only  compatible  with  each  other,  but 
they  had  a  mutual  connection,  and  ought  not  to  be  divided 
in  a  meafure  of  reformation.  In  alkthe  arguments  of  the 
noble  lord  who  fpoke  laft,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  refolutions  of 
the  6th  of  April,  he  obferved  the  noble  lord's  objeftions  were 
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dire&ed  folely  to  the  fccond  of  thcfc  resolutions,  be  took  it 
for  gtanted,  therefore,  that  the  noble  lord  admitted  the  firft. 
That  refolution  pledged  the  Houfe  to  do  fomething  effe&ual 
in  compliance  with  the  petitions  of  the  people;  why  then 
fhould  the  Houfe  refufe  to  adopt  the  prefent  bill,  the  opera- 
tion of  which,  in  diminifhing  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
rendered  it,  in  his  opinion,  much  more  valuable,  than  the 
mere  consideration  of  the  faving  it  would  efFcft  ?  But  it  had 
been  faid,  that  the  faving  was  immaterial  —  it  was  a  matter 
of  trifling  confideration,  when  meafured  by  the  neceffities  or 
the  expences  of  the  time.  It  propofed  to  bring  no  more  than* 
200,oooi.  a  year  into  the  public  coffers,  and  that  fum  was 
infignificant,  in  the  public  account,  when  compared  with  the 
millions  which  we  fpend.  This  was  furely  the  moft  Angular 
and  unaccountable  fpecies  of  reafoning  that  was  ever  attempt- 
ed in  any  affembly.  The  calamities  of  the  crifis  were  too  great 
to  be  benefited  by  oeconomy  ;  our  expences  were  fo  enor- 
mous, that  it  was  ridiculous  to  attend  to  little  matters  of  ac- 
count. We  have  fpent  fo  many  millions,  that  thoufands 
are  beneath  our  confideration.  We  were  obliged  to  fpend  fo  .  , 
much,  that  it  was  foolifh  to  think  of  faving  any.  This  was 
the  language  of  the  day,  and  it  was  by  fuch  reafoning  that  the 
principle  of  the  bill  had  been  difputed.  Much  argument 
had  been  brought  to  prove  the  impropriety,  and  the  injuftice 
of  refuming  a  parliamentary  grant;  and  it  had  been  even 
faid,  that  they  had  not  a  right  to  do  fo.  It  would  be  need- 
lefs  to  attempt  an  anfwer  to  fuch  a  doftrine.  It  contained  its 
refutation  in  its  weaknefs.  But  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  the  civil  lift  revenue  was  granted  bv  Parliament  to  his 
Majefty,  for  other  purpofes  than  thofe  of  perfonal  gratifica- 
tion. It  was  granted  to  fupport  the  power  and  the  interefts 
of  the  empire,  to  maintain  its  grandeur,  to  pay  the  judges 
and  the  foreign  minifters,  to  maintain  juftice  and  fupport  rc- 
fpeft;  to  pay  the  great  officers  that  were  neceflary  to  the 
luftre  of  the  crown,  and  it  was  proportioned  to  the  dignity 
and  the  opulence  of  the  people.  It  would  be  an  ungracious 
tafk  to  inveftigate  the  great  difference  that  there  was  between 
the  wealth  of  the  empire  when  that  revenue  was  granted,  and 
the  wealth  at  the  prefent  time.  It  would  ferve,  however,  to 
fhew,  that  the  fum  of  revenue  which  was  neceflary  ^to  th6 
fupport  of  the  common  dignity  of  crown  and  people  at  that 
time,  ought  now  to  be  abated,  as  the  neceffities  had  increaf- 
ed.  The  people  who  granted  that  revenue,  under  the  cir- 
curnftances  of  the  occafxon,  were  juftified  in  refuming  a  parr; 
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of  it,  under  the  prefling  demand  of  an  altered  fituation. 
They  clearly  felt  their  right;  but  they  exercifed  it  with  pain 
and  regret.  They  approached  the  throne  with  bleediog 
hearts,  afflicted  at  the  neceflity  of  applying  for  retrenchment 
of  the  royal  gratifications;  but  the  requeft  was  at  once  loyal 
and  fubmiflive.  It  was  juftified  by  policy,  and  his  Majefty*! 
compliance  with  the  requeft  was  inculcated  by*  prudence,  as 
well  as  by  affeftion.  He  confeffed,  that  when  he  confidered 
the  obligations  of  the  Houfe,  he  could  not  cherifh  an  idea 
that  they  would  difpute  the  principle  of  the  bill  before  them. 
He  could  not  believe  it  poffibie,  that  the  principle  of  oeco- 
nomy  would  be  condemned,  or  the  means  of  accomplifhing 
it  abandoned.  For  his  own  part,  he  admitted  the  plan 
propofed.  He  felt  himfelf,  as  a  citizen  of  this  country,  and 
a  member  of  that  Houfe,  highly  indebted  to  the  honourable 
author  of  it ;  and  as  he  confidered  it  eflential  to  the  being 
and  the  independence  of  his  country,  he  would  give  it  the 
moft  determined  fupport. 
fr.  Rofe*  Mr.  Rofewarne  began  with  obferving,  that  he  was  very 
fenfible  it  was  a  moft  unpopular  and  invidious  talk  to  oppofe 
a  bill  which  held  out  to  the  public  as  its  oftenfible  objects, 
(Economy,  and  retrenching  tmneceffary  expences,  and  roorq 
particularly  fo  at  a  time  like  the  prefent,  when  he  agreed 
with  a  noble  lord  under  him  [Lord  Nugent]  that  ceconomy 
is  a  virtue  abfolutely  neceffary  to  a  nation  involved  in  fuch 
extenfive  hoftilities. 

But  the  oftenfible  objects  were  captivating  and  alluring; 
yet  the  real  tendency  of  th^bill  was  allowed  to  be  the  dimi- 
nifhing  of  the  extenfive  influence  of  the  crown,  which  was 
declared  by  a  vote  of  the  laft  Parliament,  "  to  be  iflcreafed, 
increafing,  and  ought  to  be  diminifhed." 

He  then  obferved,  that  great  ftrefs  had  been  laid  on  this 
refolution;  but  though  the  laft  Parliament  adopted  the  refo- 
lution,  yet  when  they  came  to  apply  it  to  practice,  they  could 
not  agree  in  what  this  influence  confifted,  or  where,  when, 
or  how  it  ought  to  be  diminifhed,  which  was  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumptibn  that  the  refolution  itfelf  was  hafty  and  ill  founded. 
Thatfince  that  time,  there  had  been  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
and  that  he  wifhed  to  know  the  fenfe  of  the  prefent  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  which  there  was  an  uncommon  number  of  new 
members.  That  the  fecond  city  in  the  kingdom,  by  reject- 
ing the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  the  bill  now  un- 
der confideration  into  the  laft  and  prefent  Parliament,  feemed 
to  have  given  a  decided  opinion  on  thi*  point :  by  this  he 
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meant  not  to  convey  the  lead  refle&ion  on  that  gentleman; 
bn  the  contrary,  he  admired  him  for  his  great  abilities  and 
application,  and  was  ready  and  willing  to  prefume  he  was 
aftuated  by  motives  of  pure  patriotifm,  and  love  of  his  coun- 
try ;  but  whatever  the  honourable  gentleman's  motives  might 
be,  the  Houfe  muft  exercife  its  wifdom  and  difcretion,  and 
confider  whether  it  was  juft,  neceffary,  or  expedient,  to  de- 
prive the  crown  of  thofe  powers  and  influence  it  had  enjoyed 
for  fo  long  a  feries  of  years,  without  any  proof  of  their  being 
abufed,  or  perverted  to  the  prejudice  of  the  liberties  and  con- 
ftitution  of  this  country.  That  in  this  reign,  events  had 
happened  moft  favourable  to  liberty  :  did  gentlemen  forget, 
that  in  this  reign,  the  judges  were  made  independent  of  the 
crown;  firft,  by  holding  their  places  for  life,  andfince,  by  a 
large  additional  falary  ?  In  this  reign  alfo  paffed  the  Grenville 
aft,  which  reftored  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  franchifes,  and  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  tne  eleftors.  Could  a  minifter  now  fay  to  a  favourite 
candidate,  "  Go  to  a  borough,  iecure  the  returning  officer, 
get  yourfelf  feated,  and  I  will  keep  you  here  at  all  events !,? 
Were  thefe  trifling  acquifitions  ?  Were  they  not  great  and 
valuable  privileges?  In  what  did  this  alarming  influence  of 
the  crown  confift  ?  Were  the  places  propofed,  to  be  abo- 
lifhed  by  this  bill,  newly  created  ?  Was  this  a  reign  of  op- 
preffion  ?  Were  any  attempts  made  to  violate  the  conftitu- 
rion,  or  opprefs  the  liberty  of  the  meaneft  fubjeft  ?  on  the 
contrary,  was  there  ever  a  period  where  liberty  was  enjoyed 
in  greater  latitude  ?  If  gentlemen  were  real  friends  to  ceco- 
nomy,  the  trueft  ceconomy  was  to  unite  as  one  man  in  fup- 
port  of  government,  and  repelling  our  numerous  combined 
enemies.  The  want  of  union  had  already  wafted  more  blood 
and  treafure  than  a  thoufand  chimerical  fchemes  could  fave 
or  recover:  'twas  this  was  the  r^al  caufc  of  our  preient  dif- 
trefs:  our  unfortunate  want  of  union  had  protrafted  the 
war,  and  encouraged  our  rebellious  fubjefts  in  America  to 
perfift  in  their  unnatural  rebellion,  in  ipite  of  the  liberal  of- 
fers of  the  mother  country,  to  join  with  our  inveterate  foes, 
and  with  facrilegious  hands,  endeavour  to  plunge  a  dagger 
into  the  vitals  of  the  parent  ftate.  Look  at  the  effefts  of 
union  in  the  laft  glorious  war,  and  contrail  it  with  the  per- 
nicious confequences  flowing  from  want  of  it  in  the  preient, 
and  then  fay,  if  every  true  patriot  ought  not  to  join  in  fup- 
porting  and  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  government i  not 
.even  the  great  and  glorious  Earl  of  Chatham  could  have  fuc- 

ceeded. 
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^  ceeded,  had  his  plans  been  conftantly  thwarted  and  oppofed, 
as  thoft  of  the  prefent  minifter  have  been;  nor  unlefs  thofe 
who  had  been  intruded  with  the  execution,  had  afted  very 

'  /       differently  from  what  we  have  experienced  in  the  prefent  war. 
He  then  informed  the  Houfe,  that  before  he  fat  down,  .he1 
muft  requeft  their  attention  to  the  very  particular  lituation 
in  which  he  ftood,  that  he  not  only  held  a  place  under  go- 
vernment, ('twas  indeed  under  the  Duke  of  Cornwall,   but 

''  in  the  minority  of  the  Duke,  was  under  the  difpofal  of  the 
crown)  but  that  in  thcte  times  of  public  diftrefs,  when  oeco- 
flomy  was  fo  juftly  allowed  on  all  fides  to  be  neceif?ry,  a  very 
confiderable  addition  had  lately  been  made  to  the  falary  of 
his  office.  This  was  owing  to  the  application  of  every  no- 
bleman and  gentleman  of  Cornwall,  who  had  a  feat  in  the 
laft  parliament,  to  their  joining  in  an  acldrefs  to  the  crown  in 
his  favour,  which  he  always  confidered  as  the  greateft  honour 
and  happinefs  of  his  life:  that  there  had  not,  however,  been 
wanting,  thofe  who  had  dared  to  reprefent  this  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent light;  and  to  affert  it  was  an  election  job,  a  bribe 
from  the  minifter  to  anfwer  the  vileft  and  word  of  purpofes, 
to  induce  him  to  take  the  part  he  did  at  the  laft  election  in  the 
borough  of  Truro.  He  then  add  relied  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon,  and  called  on  him  to  do  him  juftice,  whether 
there  was  the  fmalleft  foundation  for  the  infamous  and  mali- 
cious charge;  or  whether  there  was  the  fmalleft  interference 
of  government  on  that  occafion.  So  far  from  it,  th^t  even 
his  colleague  knew  not  a  fyllable  of  the  matter,  till  he  fent 
him  an  cxprefs  at  Liverpool,  where  he  was  then  canvafling 
for  a  feat  for  his  fon,  with  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  corporation  of  Truro,  and  the  refolutions  made  in  their 
favour.  Had  the  minifter  been  weak  enough  to  make  fuch 
a  propofal,  he  fhould  have  fpurned  the  propofer  and  propofal 
with  equal  contempt.  That  he  fhould  x\pt  have  troubled  the 
Houfe  with  any  obfervation  on  this  occafion,  if  thefe  calum- 
nies had  been  confined  to  anonymous  publications  in  the  news- 
papers; but  when  he  found  a  gentleman  of  high  rank  in  the 
county  of  Cornwall,  who  was  then  in  his  eye,  with  whom  he. 
had  long  lived  in  habits  of  great  intimacy  and  friendfhip, 
which  he  returned  with  equal  affecYion,  to  be  prevailed  on 
by  the  arts  of  his  enemies  lo  adopt  this  opinion,  it  became 
his  duty  to  take  notice  of  it,  and  clear  himfelf  of  lb  infamous 
a  charge.  That  if  this  charge  had  been  true,  he  fhould  not 
only  have  been  unable  to  deliver  his  fentiments  on  this  bill  as 
}ic  had  juft  done,  but  fhoiUd  have  been  afhamed  to  appear 
.  withirj 
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within  thofc  walls.  That  he  owed  his  feat  to  as  honeft 
and  independent  a  fet  of  gentlemen  as  any  in  the  kingdom, 
to  their  free  and  unfolicited  voices.  He  then  begged  pardon  , 
of  the  Houfe  for  detaining  them  on  fuch  an  occafion;  but 
that  it  was  a  very  ferious  matter  indeed  to  him,  and  that 
ke  could  not  refift  the  opportunity  of  juftifying  himfelf  be- 
fore fo  auguft  an  aflernbly. 

Mr.  McDonald  faid,  he  thought  no  gentleman  who  had  Mr- M' 
formed  an  opinion  on  the  important  fubjeA  now  before  the  nM* 
Houfe  fhould  content  himfelf  with  giving  a  filcnt  vote.  For  ' 
his  own  partjie  had  confidered  the  bill  with  mature  delibe- 
ration, the  refuU  was  that  he  was  clearly  an  enemy  to  its 
principles.  The  bill  contained  two  pofitions,  both  eflential 
to  fupport  it,  and  yet  neither  of  them  proved  by  any  better 
evidence  than  mere  aflertion;  forfirft  it  recited  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  had  improperly  incrcafed,  and  fecondly, 
that  a  reformation  in  point  of  public  oeconomy  was  neceffary. 
Neither  of  thefe  pofitions,  he  thought,  fhould  be  taken  for 
granted  without  evidence  to  fupport  them,  and  yet  the 
Houfe  muft  proceed  that  way,  or  rejeft  thofe  hazardous  in- 
novations to  which  they  formed  a  bafis.  The  influence  of  the 
crown  was  faid  to  have  improperly  increafed;  but,  by  what 
means?  for  the  power  of  corruption  had  always  remained 
the  fame  ever  fince  the  Revolution*  From  that  period  to  this 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  had  diffiratts  diffetendii 
been  the  amount  of  the  civil  eftabtifhment:  our  anceftors* 
•therefore,  in  giving  that,  had  given  what  they  thought  a 
proper  (hare  of  influence  into  the  hands  of  the  monarch,  to 
com  pen  fate  for  that  more  arbitrary  and  equally  profitable 
fhare  of  prerogative  he  had  voluntarily  relinquifhed.  If  then 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  influence  was  not 
then  thought  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  why 
fhoukl  it  be  deemed  fo  now  ? 

He  entirely  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  proved  himfelf  the  deferving  fon  of  the  great  man  whofe 
name  he  bore,  and  whofe  talents  were  equal  to  the  expefta-  < 
tions  that  were  formed  of  them,  that  to  guard  the  property 
of  the  people  was  the  firft  duty  of  that  Houfe ;  but  it  was 
not  the  only  one.  If  they  fhould  be  fo  attentive  to  this  duty 
as  to  pra&ife  no  other,  and  fhould  prefer  the  intereft  of  this 
branch  of  the  legislature  fo  much-to  the  other,  as  to  fuffer  an 
encroachment  on  the  equipoife,  they  would  be  as  criminal  as 
if  they  were  to  become  the  abjeft  tools  and  accomplices  of  the 
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crown  againft  the  people.  Democracy  was  as  much  to  be 
avoided  as  monarchy,  or  as  ariftocracy. 
/  He  entered  at  length  into  the  argument,  that  the  crown 
poffefled  the  revenue  of  the  civil  lift  by  a  contract,  on  the 
faith  of  which  the  hereditary  revenue  had  been  given;  and 
that  it  would  be  the  grofleft  infringement  of  the  good  faith 
of  that  contract  to  attempt  to  pafs  the  prefent  bill. 
HtWraxall  Mr.  Wraxall  faid,  he  felt  great  timidity  in  rifing,  becaufe 
he  was  awar,e  that  every  man  who  attempted  to  objeft  to  a 
bill,  one  declared  object  of  which  was  to  introduce  a  large  and 
beneficial  fyftem  of  public  oeconomy,  muft  ftand  on  very 
unpopular  ground.  "  Projects  of  reform  were  at  all  times  fc* 
ducing  to  a  nation,  let  the  circumftances  of  the  public  be 
ever  fo  promifipg  and  profperous ;  but  when  a  great  people 
were  ftruggling  under  a  variety  of  preffing  difficulties,  when 
thofe  difficulties  rather  increafed  than  diminilhed,  and  when 
the  happy  hour  that  was  to  put  an  end  to  them  was  out  of 
fight,  projects  of  reform  became  more  deductive,  and  there- 
fore it  was  no  wonder  that  they  were  grafped  at  with  the 
greateft  cagernefs  by  men  of  alraoft  every  turn  of  political 
ieatlruent  and  opinion,  becaufe  where  the  burthen  was  ge- 
nerally felt,  every  man  mud  unite  in  wifhing  that  it  were 
alleviated,  if  it  could  not  be  removed.  Projects  of  reform 
^Ifq  became  the  more  alluring,  where  they  were  fupported  by 
xecent  precedent,  and  upheld  by  the  powerful  aid  of  the  mofl 
polifhed  eloquence ;  he  fhould  not  therefore  be  furprized  at 
any  afperfions  that  might  be  thrown  on  him,  for  prefuming, 
under  fuch  circumftances  as  he  had  dated,  to  endeavour  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  few  observations,  which 
be  had  to  offer  in  objection  to  the  bill  then  under  confident 
tjion.  His  duty,  however,  which  fhould  ever  be  his  firft  ob- 
ject, impelled  him  to  furmount  every  terror  that  he  felt,  and 
to  proceed  in  his  purpofe,  unawed  with  the  dread  of  any  con> 
iequences  that  might  arife  from  it ;  and  firft,  he  difapproved 
pf  the  grand  principle  on  which  the  bill  proceeded.  Hi*  ob* 
jection  was  a  radical  one;  he  could  not  fubferibe  to  the  re* 
folution  of  the  laft  Parliament,  which  aflerted,  "  That 
the  influence  of  the  crown  had  increafed,  is  increasing,  and 
ought  to  be  diminifhed."  Not  feeling  the  truth  of  a  refo- 
lution  come  to  by  fo  refpectable  an  authority  as  a  Britifh 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  which  had  been  fince  fo  ftrongly 
infiftcd  on  by  fome  of  the  ableft  men  of  the  age,  he  was  aware 
that  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  account  for  his  refitting  the 
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affertion,  add  denying  the  extent  of  it,  and  this  he  would 
do  as  fhortly  as  poffible.  -    , 

He  then  drew  a  picture  of  the  conftitution  of  this  country, 
and  was  warm  in  its  edlogium.  He  declared  it  to  be  more 
perfect  than  the  conftitution  of  Rome,  of  Athens,  or  of 
Sparta ;  in  fhort,  than  that  of  any  republic  either  of  anti* 
quity  or  of  modern  Europe;  its  perfection  he  faid,  lay  in 
the  nice  preponderance  between  its  three  branches,  in  that 
wonderfully  correct  eqipoife  which  balanced  the  power  of 
the  three  diftinct  but  relative  ftates  of  king,  lords,  and  com- 
mons ;  nor  need  there  be  a  greater  proof  of  its  excellence  and 
its  perfection,  than  the  admiration,  the  efleem,  and  the  ap- 
plaufe  with  which  it  had  been  fpoken  of  by  the  wifeft  men  of 
all  countries  t  In  times  previous  to  the  aera  of  1688,  when 
the  glorious  Revolution  was  effected,  Mr.  Wraxall  faid,  pre- 
rogative was  the  weapon  of  the  crown.  The  liberties  of  the 
people  were  not  then  accurately  defined,  and  the  people  were 
from  that  very  circumftance  liable  to  many  inroads  and  much 
oppreffion,  which  was  exercifed  by  that  powerful  engine* 
prerogative,  under  various  pretences.  But  in  1688,  prero- 
gative was  abrogated,  and  liberty  defined.  At  that  fortunate 
period  of  our  hiftory,  when  the  Star  Chamber,  the  Court 
of  Wards,  and  all  the  execrable  tyranny  introduced  and  prac- 
tifed  by  the  houfe  of  Stuart  was  aboliflicd,  and  in  its  ftead 
the  Bill  of  Rights  and  Magna  Charta  eftablifhed,  the  king  . 
flood,  as  it  were,  chained  to  the  pillar  of  liberty.  It  was 
the  great  fupport  of  his  reign,  the  fublime  fabric  which  he 
engaged  to  erect ;  and  who  fo  proper  to  be  the  architect, 
as  a  prince  who  had  been  at  the  head  of  a  free  republic,  and 
had  been  called  from  thence,  andnnvited  tofill  the  throne  of 
a  yet  freer  people  ?  But  ftill  virtually  and  tacitljr  a  barrier 
was  wifely  left  to  the  crown.  That  barrier,  was  influence  ! 
William  the  Third,  the  avowed  oppofer  of  tyranny,  th* 
guardian  of  the  liberties  of  his  people,  and  the  advocate  for 
the  general  freedom  of  Europe,  was  as  jealous  as  any  prince 
of  his  influence.  Why  ?  Becaufe  he  faw  that  if  influence 
was  loft,  the  crown  would  be  degraded,  and  the  nation  muft 
foon  be  degraded  likewife. 

In  order  to  fhew  that  this  would  have  been  the  confequence, 
Mr.  Wraxall  adverted  to  the  hiftory  of  Sweden,  citing  the 
fate  of  that  country  as  an  example  corrcfily  in  point.  He 
gave  an  account  of  Sweden,  a*  it  flood  at  the  time  the  con- 
ftitution of  it  was  changed  in  the  year  1718,  when  it  wa* 
governed  by  Ulrica,  after  the  death  of  Charles  the  Twelfth, 
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as  well  as  upon  her  refignation  of  the  throne  in  favour  of  hex 
confort,  Frederick,  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caflcl,  up  to  the 
year  1772,  when  the  revolution  took  place.  During  all  that 
period,  he  fa  id,  the  ftrong  features  of  Sweden  were  fa&ioo, 

'venality,  vilification,  N  and  povery;  lofs  of  glory,  ftrength, 
and  refpeft.  The  navy  reduced  to  feven  fhips,  the  people 
enervated  and  fpiritlcfs,  the  government  without  fyftem  or 
public  glory !  till  at  length  the  nation  was  funk  into  contempt, 
defpifed  by  every  other  European  power,  and  the  Swedes 
almoft  annihilated  as  a  people.  All  thefe  calamities,  and 
all  this  difgrace,  Mr.  Wraxall  faid,  had  been  entailed  on 
Sweden,  in  confequence  of  the  people,  in  the  year  1718, 

•  having,  when  they  felt  fore  from  the  oppreffion  and  rigour  erf 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Twelfth,  madly  precipitated  into  the 
oppofite  extreme,  and  robbed  the  crown  of  all  its  natural, 
juft,  and  conftitutional  influence.  After  ftating  this  pretty 
fully,  he  took  notice  of  Mr.  Burke's  declaration  in  his  fpeeco 
of  the  15th  inft.  "  That  France  had  made  a  reform  that 
Louis  XVI.  had  done  it: — why  then  fhould  not  we  imitate 
fo  bright  an  example  ?"  Few  reafonings  on  French  condud, 
Mr.  Wraxall  faid,  could  ever  apply  to  England  ;  France 
was  a  defpotic,  this  a  free  cquntry.  Britifh  kings  could  not 
imitate  arbitrary  princes.  In  England  the  throne  is  bulk  on 
liberty.  In  France  it  refts  on  the  necks  of  200,000  foldiers.. 
It  is  upheld  by  farmers  general,  by  oppreffion,  by  a  fervile 
Parliament,  banifhed  at  will,  as  the  laft  Parliament  was,  to 
Angouleme  and  Pontoife,  and  by  military  rigour  and  armed 
authority.  But  Mr.  Burke  had  faid,  that  "  Louts  XIV. 
and  Louis  XV.  had  never  made  fuch  a  reform.  It  was 
left  for  Moniieur  Necker,  a  (ingle  unconnected  alien,  to  at- 
chieve  fo  glorious  a  projeft,  and  to  do  his  royal  mafter  fo 
much  fervice,  accompanied  with  fo  much  honour."  He  de- 
nied the  whole  of  the  affertion.  Retrenchments  of  the  kind 
were  by  no  means  novelties  in  France.  In  the  year  1689, 
in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  when  Monfieur  Le  Pelletier  was 
at  the  head  of  the  finance,  three  millions  of  liyres  were  xaifed 
by  melting  down  the  king's  plate,  and  three  millions  more' 
from  that  of  his  nobles.  Such  a  reform  was  furely  a  very  ri- 
gorous one,  and  it  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  it  was 
made  in  the  beginning  of  a  profperous  war-  Again,  in  the  year 
1706,  when  Chamillard  managed  the  finances  of  France,  an- 
other reform  took  place;  and,,  again,  a  third,  in  1708,  when 
Demarets  was  financier.  In  the  reign  of  Louis  XV.  Cardi- 
nal Fleury's  drift  oeconomy,  and  a  long  peace,  made  a  re- 
form 


A.  1781.  DEBATES. 

form  not  fo  reqoifite  in  the  war  of  1741.  But  in  the  year 
2761  and  17629  a  thorough  reform,  as  was  well  known, 
took  place*      % 

Hiring  dwelt  on  thefe  fafis  for  fome  time,  Mr.  Wraxall 
proceeded  to  reply  toother  parts  of  Mr.  Burke's  fpeech  of  the 
15th  of  February,  and  laid,  as  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
reafons  for  dreading  France,  he  differed  from  him  extremely. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  declared*,  that  he  feared  her 
on  account  of  her  reform,  and  on  no  other  account.  He  felt 
a  very  different  motive  for  fearing  France  at  prefent.  It  was 
not  on  account  of  her  powerful  fleets  and  her  great  alliances. 
No.  Neither  was  it  on  account  of  her  reform.  That  could 
do  but  very  little  indeed.  He  feared  her  becaufe  fhe  could 
devote  all  her  finances  to  her  navy  ;  becaufe  (he  had  no  land 
war;  becaufe  we  have  no  continental  ally,  and  becaufe  the 
frontier  of  France  was  fecure  and  peaceable.  There  was  the 
deep  evil,  the  fource,  and  the  only  fource  of  real  danger  to 
this  country !  While  the  frontier  of  France  was  undifturbed, 
and  the  Rhine  flowed  quietly  within  its  banks,  we  had  every 
reafon  to  be  alarmed,  becaufe  while  matters  remained  in  that 
ftate,  France  could  fupport  her  navy,  fhe  could  recruit  it  ' 
rapidly,  and  could  add  daily  to  its  number,  its  ftrength,  and 
its  fervice.  Mr.  Wraxall  argued  this  point  with  all  the  en- 
thuliafra  of  conviction,  and  at  length  returned  to  the  bill 
again.  He  faid  he  was  ready  to  fubferibe  to  Mr.  Burke's 
arguments  relative  to  the  two  boards,  and  the  ridiculous 
eftablifhments  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter  and  the  duchy  of 
Cornwall,  the  palatinate  of  Chefter,  and  the  principality  of 
Durham;  he  was  ready  alfo  ta  allow,  that  all  he  had  faid 
on  thofe  topics  was  equally  juft  and  beautiful,  but  he  could 
not  agree  with  him  that  they  ought  to  be  abolifhed,  and  the 
reafon  was,  becaufe  he  was  not  for  deftroying  the  influence 
of  the  crown. 

He  here  pointed  out  the  great  danger  of  popular  inroad  and 
democratic  violence.  He  fpoke  ot  the  infurre&ions  of  latt 
fummer,  which  he  defcribed  as  horrible  atrocities,  at  the 
recolle&ion  of  which  every  true  friend  to  liberty,  and  every 
true  friend  to  good  government  muff  (hudder.  He  afcribed 
thofe  mifchiefs  to  a  fpecies  of  republican  phrenzy,  and  touch- 
ed on  the  danger  of  aflbciations,  which,  though  fet  on  foot  by 
the  beft  lovers  of  their  country,  fometimes  led  to  events  not 
only  totally  foreign  to  the  intentions  of  thofe  who  inftituted 
fuch  aflbciations,  but  which  they  could  not  but  deteft  and 
bment.    In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  fummer,  he  faid,  every 
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man  that  thought  upon  the  fubjeft  ferroufly,  felt  himfelf 
juftified  in  dreading  a  civil  war,  a  calamity  that  would  have 
completed  our  misfortunes  1  He  concluded  with  faying,  that 
jhofe  who  love  the  Englifh  people,  and  their  liberties,  muft 
affemble  round  the  throne.  They  muft  defend  it  from  all 
attacks,  as  well  as  from  the  innovating  proje&s  of  dangerous 
but  well  meaning  theorifts,  as  from  the  open  affaults  of  its 
avowed  enemies,  otherwife  the  constitution  itfelf  wouW  fall, 
for  the  (lability  of  the  throne,  and  the  lecurity  of  the  people 
.were  infeparabVe ;  weaken  the  one,  the  other  muft  necef- 
ikrily  be  injured,  for  which  reafon  he  fhould  oppofe  the  pre- 
fect bill. 
Lord.  Mait-  Lord  Maitland  now  rofe  for  the  flrft  time,  and  entered 
W.  fuHy  into  the  quefton,  on  the  ground  on  which  it  had  been 

taken  up  by  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  gone  before  him. 
He  combated  the  arguments  that  had  been  urged  with  great 
ability  and  force  of  reafonifig.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
he  faid,  who  had  been  the  author  of  this  bill,  was  perhaps 
the  only  man  in  this  country  whofe  powers  were  equal  to  fb 
fyftematic  and  generous  a  reform.  He  had  connefted  libera- 
lity with  intereft.  He  had  made  it  policy  to  be  generous. 
It  was  no  little,  narrow,  wretched  fcheme  of  retrenchment, 
breaking  in  upon  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  or  the  refpeft  of 
the  nation — but  a  great  and  beautiful  arrangement  of  office, 
calculated  to  ornament,  inftead  of  ft  ripping  the  touit.  It 
deftroyed  the  underwood  of  grandeur,  the  bufhes  under 
which  the  ferpent  of  influence  lurked,  and  from  which,  un- 
feen,  it  ftung  and  tainted  the  dignity  of  the  conftitution.  It 
chafed  away  the  contaminating  excrefcences,  and  by  this 
means  it  fruftified,  inftead  of  injuring  the  tree  itfelf.  It  gave 
{lability  to  power,  by  relieving  it  from  the  burthens  by 
which  it  was  opprefled.  It  was  calculated  to  ftrip  off  rhe 
poifonous  fhirt  with  which  this  Hercules  of  the  conftitution 
was  invefted,  and  in  which  he  laboured  in  all  the  agonies 
of  death.  CEconomy  was  the  remedy  to  which  we  muft  refer. 
It  was  the  Sovereign  Specific,  by  which  we  might  yet  avert 
the  conferences  of  consumptive  decline.  Thofe  that  object- 
ed to  the  prefent  bill,  in  faft,  declared  that  oeconomy  was 
not  neceffary  or  not  proper,  and  that  corrupt  influence  ought 
to  be  maintained.  It  was  an  idle  and  an  abfurd  quibble  to 
<Ji(pute  the  exiftence  of  undue  influence  \  it  was  manifeft,  and 
like  any  (ample  problem  of  Euclid,  could  not  derive  more 
perfpicuity  from  explanation  than  it  poffeffed  from  name. ' 
The  Journals  of  the  Houfe  had  declared  the  exiftence  of  in- 
fluence, 
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flue  nee,  and  in  their  fobfequent  canduft  the  Houfe  bad  pro*-  ' 
ed  the  faft.  On  that  memorabte  night,  the  6th  of  April, 
a  gleam  of  returning  virtue  fhot  through  the  Houfe.  Truth 
Biade  its  tran&ent  appearance,  and  preffed  convi&ion  on  the 
minds  of  men,  not  incident  to  corm&ion.  For  once  they 
yielded  to  the  irapreffior*— the  touebftone  was  applied  to  the 
heart,  and  from  their  mouths  came  honefty  and  truth — but 
that  influence  which  they  acknowledged  to  exift,  rofc  from  its 
temporary  deprcfiion  with  accumulated  ftreogth.  It.  rafe  to 
juftify  the  declarations  of  the  6th  of  April,  but  it  held  them 
forth  as  a  matter  of  mockery  and  infult,  a  vox  et  pratarm 
nihil,  as  if  it  found  a  triumph  in  the  acknowledgment  of  its 
exiftence,  and  in  the  infoience  of  wicked ne&  and  power,  pre* 
fumed  to  fay  to  the  people — It  is  true,  influence  has  increas- 
ed, is  incrcafiag  and  ought  to  be  diminifhed  —  but  I  ant 
grown  fturdy — I  have  taken  pofieffion  of  the  laft  bulwark  of 
the  conftitution,  the  Commons  houfe  of  Parliament ;  wad 
I  am  fupcrior  to  the  feeble  rage  and  the  impotent  attacks  of 
virtue.  After  this  plain  proof,  would  it  be  denied  that  in- 
fluence cxifted  ?  If  the  Houfe  had  not  virtue  enough  to  res- 
cue themfelves  from  the  imputation  of  returning  to  indepen*' 
dence,  it  became  them  at  leaft  to  acknowledge  the  fervitude 
and  the  ilavcry  in  which  they  were  held.  The  noble  lord 
traced  the  courfe  of  our  calamities  up  to  the  fountain  head— 
the  mad  and  ruinous  American  war.  It  was:  that  which  bad 
exhaufted  our.  refources,  and  it  was  that  which  had  made  the 
increafe  of  influence  fo  neceflary.  It  had  become  the  infa- 
mous talk  of  minifters  to  bribe  men  whom  they  could  not 
perfuade.  They  had  been  obliged,  when  deluiion  had  eva- 
porated, and  111  the  architecture  of  chimeras  was  demolifhed, 
to  refort  to  the  infinuating  powers  of  corruption  :  and  theft 
men  who  had  acled  without  fyftem  in  the  operations  of  go* 
vernment,  had  been  both  ingenious  and  fuccefsful  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  Parliament.  Such  now  was  the  ftate  of  cor- 
ruption, that  no  man  could  live  and' think  in  this  country, 
without  irrefragable  proofs  prefling  on  his  feelings  every  mo- 
ment, to  convince  him,  however  incredulous,  of  this  truth* 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown  has  enormoufly  increafed. 

His  lordihip  illuftrated  this  pofition  very  much  at  large,  by 
fuppoiing  himfelf  a  novice  in  the  fervice  of  ftate  afrairs, 
and.  requiring  of  fome  aged  friend  the  folution  of  many  poli-< 
tical  paradoxes,  all  of  which  the  exiftence  of  court  influence, 
he  fhewed,  could  only  explain.  In  that  train  of  reafoning,  he 
introduced  a  detail  of  circumftanccs  and  events,  which  all 
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combined  to  prove  the  extent  of  the  power  which  the  mim- 
fter  had  acquired  in  Parliament  by  the  means  of  that  effica- 
cious inftrument.^  The  noble  lord  confidered  this  bill  00  the 
foundation  ftone  of  reformation.  Its  provifions  were  whole- 
fome  and  falutary :  nay,  he  confidered  them  as  palatable. 
He  would  be  the  la  ft  man  in  that  Houfe  to  adopt,  or  to  ap- 
prove of  a  meafure,  in  which  violent  hands  were  to  be  laid 
on  the  revenue  of  the  Sovereign.  Attached,  to  the  family 
upon  the  throne,  as'  they  all  were,  by  the  fervent  bonds  of 
loyally  and  intereft,  it  would  be  the  laft  thing  which  that 
Houfe  would  attempt,  to  diminifh  the  glory,  or  to  abridge 
'  the  pleafures  of  the  Sovereign.  This  did  neither,  but  added 
to  both ;  it  was  not  more  calculated  to  introduce  ceconoroy, 
than  to  afcertain  rcfpcft;  and  not  more  calculated  to  take 
from  corrupt  influence,  than  to  add  to  honourable  power. 
Such  were  his  fentiments,  becaufe  be  confidered  the  true  and  ' 
folid  power  of  the  crown  to  be  feated  in  the  glory  aad  in  the 
virtues  of  the  Sovereign.  If  the  Sovereign  poUefled  the  confi- 
dence and  the  love  of  his  people,  if  he  and  they  were  bound 
together  by  the  bonds  of  fym pathetic  regard  and  affc&ion, 
then  the  crown  would  be  more  fplendid,  and  poffcfs  more 
luftre  than  it  could  pof&bly  derive  from  pageantry  and  parade. 
S*  Horace  Sir  Horace  Mann  laid,  that  he  had  laft  year  oppofcd  parts 
******  of  the  bill,  which  appeared  to  him  at  that  time  to  be  highly 
objectionable,  but  he  had  always  approved  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  Thofe  objectionable  parts,  the  regulations  that 
were  propofed  in  the  king's  houfehold,  particularly  that  of 
fupplying  his  table  by  contract;  that  was  a  fpecies  of  oeco- 
nomy  to  which  he  would  never  confent,  becaufe  he  confider- 
ed it  as  a  degradation  of  the  royalty  of  England.  He  could 
never  agree  to  fet  the  king  down  to  an  ordinary:  but  thofe 
objectionable  points  having  been  given  up,  he  undoubtedly 
fhould  vote  for  the  fecond  reading,  and  he  thought  the  Houfe 
were  moft  dutifully  complying  with  the  words  of  his  Majefty 
from  the  throne,  on  the  opening  of  the  prefent  feffion  of 
Parliament,  in  proceeding  to  pafs  a  bill  like  that  before  them. 
His  Majefty  had  ex  pre  illy  defired  to  know  the  wifhes  of  his 
people  ;  and  in  the  fpeech  immediately  fubfequent  to  the  late 
difgraceful  outrages,  had  declared,  that  he  wifhed  to  make  the 
happinefs  and  the  welfare  of  the  people  his  own.  What  could 
more  immediately  or  more  forcibly  convey  to  the  royal  mind 
an  authentic  proof  of  the  fentiments  of  the  people,  than  the 
Commons  of  England  agreeing  to  pafs  a  bill,  the  avowed  ob- 
jects of  which  were  public  reform  and  public  ceconoiny  >  He 
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faid,  he  was  aftonifhed  at  having  that  night  heard  the  refblu- 
tions  of  the  6th  of  April  talked  of  with  fo  much  flightnefs, 
and  treated  with  fo  little  refpeft.  He  hoped  no  man  would 
prefume  to  abrogate  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe,  though  agreed 
to  by  a  former  Parliament ;  more  efpecially  a  refolution  bat- 
ing 10  felf-evident  a  truth,  as  that  refpe&ing  the  influence  of 
the  crown;  a  refolution  which  had  not  been  haflily  confented 
to,  but  might  be  faid  to  be  founded  on  deep  conviction,  the 
grounds  of  it  having  been,moft  ably,  folemnly,  and  feriouf- 
ly  difcuffed  and  debated,  before  the  Houfe  adopted  it,  or 
gave  it  the  fanction  of  an  entry  on  their  journals.  Sir  Ho- 
race congratulated  the  Houfe  in  general,  on  theburft  of  abi- 
lities, that  had  given  luftre  to  the  debate,  and  had  done  the 
young  members  on  both  (ides  of  the  Houfe  fo  much  honour. 
It  was  a  happy  prefage  that  thofe,  who  would  in  all  proba- 
bility be  die  futtire  fupports  of  the  nation,  were  infpired 
with  the  genius  of  their  renowned  anceflors,  and  would  one 
day  emulate  their  glory,  in  having  been  the  ableft  and  the 
moft  fuccefsful  friends  to  their  country  that  ever  undertook 
the  direction  of  its  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Courtenay  faid,  he  rofe  with  the  utmoft  diffidence,  left  Mr.  €<m 
he  fhould  be  deemed  prefumptuous  in  attempting  to  contro*  naV% 
vert  principles  and  combat  arguments  fpecious  and  popular 
in  themfelves,  and  rendered  highly  fo  by  that  brilliant  and 
captivating  eloquence,  which  peculiarly  diftinguifhed  the 
honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Burke]  on  his  moviog  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  prefent  bill,  and  which  muft  ilill  vibrate  on 
the  ears  of  the  Houfe.  No  man  entertained  a  higher  refpeft 
for  him  than  he  did.  The  honourable  gentleman  merited 
it;  for  who  was  there  gifted  with  fuch  fuperior  talents,  wha 
bore  his  faculties  fo  meekly  ?  Whofe  candour  and  ingenuouf- 
nefs  were  more  confpicuous  ?  Who  arranged  his  matter  with 
fo  much  judgment,  and  who  illumined  it  with  fo  much  fan- 
cy ?  It  would  argue  want  of  tafte  in  thofe  who  differed  moft 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  fleeting  politics  of  the 
day,  not  to  fet  a  juft  eftimation  on  his  Angular  and  fhining 
ablities.  Pofterity  would  do  them  juftice,  and  admire  the 
man  who  had  infufed  a  fpirit  of  Attic  elegance  into  Britifh 
oratory,  and  whofe  claflical  compofitions  would  be  read  with 
delight  by  the  fcholar,  the  philofopher  and  the  ftatefman ! 

Fully  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  and  prejudices  under  which 
he  laboured,  yet  he  fhould  intreat  the  patience  of  the  Houfe 
for  a  few  minutes,  confeious  that  he  pofTefled  no  powers ca~ 
pable  of  arrefting  their  attention,  or  inftrudting  and  enter- 
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taining  them  for  hours,  he  fhould  always  confult  brevity  as 
the  higheft  mark  of  refpeft  and  gratitude  he  could  poffibly 
pay,  tor  their  generous  indulgence  in  condefcending  to  liftca 
to  him. 

The  prefent  bill  held  out  a  very  flattering  and  popular  idea 
— oeconomy — great  favings  to  the  public — ana  a  confequent 
diminution  of  the  dangerous  influence  of  the  crown ;  but  the 
fum  propofed  to  be  faved  by  the  honourable  gentleman  hirn- 
felf  was  but  trifling,  confidered  as  a  great  national  object;, 
confequently,  a  diminution  of  the  influence  of  the  crown 
muft  be  the  true  and  iecret  motive  for  this  favourite  {pedes 
of  reformation. 

He  remarked,  that  by  the  nature  of  our  mixed  govern- 
ment, the  difpofal  of  all  places  of  truft  and  profit  are  vefted 
in  the  crown;  this  liberal  and  conftitutional  prerogative,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  ableft  and  mod  impartial  political  writers, 
was  productive  of  many  falutary  and  beneficial  effefts. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  had  an  obvious  tendency  to  footh,  and 
allay  thofe  reftlefs  and  irritating  paflions,  which  the  invidious 
power  and  fplendour  of  monarchy  were  very  apt  to  excite  ia 
fome  men  of  a  certain  caft  and  temperature,  efpecially  if, 
from  fome  caufe  or  other,  they  had  been  chilled  by  remain- 
ing too  long  in  the  (hade,  deprived  of  that  genial  and  exhi- 
larating warmth  which  court  funfhine  is  ufually  fuppofed  to 
beftow. 

.  Yet  thefe  perturbed  fpirits  had  their  ufe;  ever  reftlefs  and 
uneafy  in  themfelves,  they  watched  with  jealous  and  aching 
eyes,  every  motion  of  the  ftate  machine;  often,  indeed, 
they  might  obftruft  and  retard  its  motion*,  yet  at  other 
times,  they  prevented  its  defcending  too  rapidly  on  the 
wheel  of  prerogative,  and  checked  it  by  the  drag  chain  of 
oppofition. 

The  diftinftion  and  oppofition  of  parties,  fpringing  from 
the  very  nature  of  our  free  conftitution,  derived  their  full 
force  and  comple&ion  from  the  glorious  Revolution,  when  li- 
berty was  more  firmly  eftablifhed,  and  prerogative  more  ac- 
curately defined.  He  faid,  it  was  a  Revolution  principle,  and 
he  liked  it  the  better  for  being  fo,  efpecially  as  to  this  very 
,  principle  we  were  indebted  for  that  conftant  generation  of 
patriots  which  every  adminiftration  hecefiarily  begets  ;  th^y 
fhine  and  twinkle  a  while  in  their  orbits  (like  other  conftella- 
tions)  whilft  they  preferve  their  dpe  diftftnee  from  our  poli- 
tical fun  j  but  when  they  approach  too  near,  they  become 
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invifible,  no  longer  attraft  the  gaze  of  popular  admiration, 
but  are  loft  in  the  majefty  of  his  beams. 

The  effefts  naturally  refulting  from  the  genius  and  nature 
of  the  Britilh  conftitution,  as  operating  on  the  human  paf- 
fions, are  admirably  and  juftly  defcribed  in  the  following  paf- 
fage  by  the  celebrated  Baron  Montefquieu:  —  "  As  thofe, 
who,  with  the  greateft  warmth  oppofe  the  executive  power, 
dare  not  avow  the  feif-interefted  motives  of  their  oppofition, 
fo  much  the  more  do  they  increafe  the  terrors  of  the  people, 
who  can  never  be  certain  whether  they  are  in  danger  or  not. 

"  And  as  the  executive  power,  by  difpofing  of  all  employ- 
ments, may  give  great  hopes  and  no  fears,  every  man  who 
entertains  any  favour  from  it,  is  ready  to  efpoufe  its  caufe, 
'while  it  is  liable  to  be  attaked  by  thofe  who  have  nothing  to 
hope  from  it. 

"  All  the  paffions  being  unreftrained,  hatred,  envy,  jea- 
loufy,  and  an  ambitious  defire  of  riches  and  honours,  appear 
in  their  full  extent;  were  it  otherwife,  the  ftate  would  be  in 
the  condition  of  a  man  weakened  by  licknefs,  who  is  without 
paffions,  becaufe  he  is  without  ftrength."  For  man,  he 
faid,  muft  be  taken  as  he  aftually  exifts  in  political  fociety, 
with  alibis  imperfections  on  his  head;  as  a  mere  ideal  being, 
he  might  be  fafeiy  left  to  be  modelled  and  governed  by  the 
chimerical  fpeculations  of  vifionary  philofophcrs  and  un- 
pradifed  ftatefmen. 

,  Mr.  Courtenay  obferved,  that  in  purfuanceof  this  fyftem, 
impeachments,  conftrudive  a&s  of  treafon  againft  the  confti- 
tution, axes,  blocks,  Tower-hill,  and  fuch  like  fubftantial 
.  afts  of  jufticc,  have  been  conftantly  exhibited  in  terrorem^ 
with  all  the  pomp  of  parliamentary  declamation;  not  with 
any  fanguinary  intention,  but  merely  to  fhake  minifters 
from  their  fituation,  and  intimidate  them  into  resignation. 
This  conciliatory  oil  of  refignation  being  once  thrown  on  the 
turbulent  waves  of  faftion,  they  inftantly  fubfide,  and  all  is 
peace}  —  becaufe  the  contention  was  for  power;  it  was  the 
conteft  of  pride,  of  ambition,  of  rival  and  difcordant  paf- 
fipns,  purfuing  the  fame  objeft.  Neither  the  Ins  or  Outs 
entertained  an  idea  prejudicial  to  the  true  intereft  of  their 
country;  and  even  the  people  feemed  frequently  convinced 
of  this  truth,  by  feeing  the  fame  meaiures  alternately  adopt- 
ed by  both  parties,  and  therefore  often  contemplated  the 
Virtuous  ftrugglc  with  calm  and  cool  indifference.  Self-in 
tereft  was  feen  lurking  under  the  flimfy  veil  of  public  fpirit; 
and,  like  the  cobweb  over  the  poor  box,  more  ftri kingly 
parked  the  charity  of  the  congregation* 
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O  liberty !  O  virtue !  O  my  country !  has  been  the  in- 
xreffant  pathetic,  but  fallacious  cry,  of  former  oppositions; 
the  prefent,  he  was  fure,  .acted  on  purer  motives;  they 
wept  over  their  bleeding  country  ;  yet  the  "  Patriot  eye, 
in  a  fine  phrenzy  rolling,"  deigned  to  caft  a  wifliful  fquinton 
riches  and  honours  enjoyed  by  the  minifter  and  his  venal  fup. 
porters.  If  he  were  not  aprehenfive  of  hazarding  a  ludicrous 
allufion  (which  he  knew  was  always  improper  on  a  ferious 
fubjeft,)  he  would  compare  their  conduft  to  the  fentimental 
alderman's  in  one  of  Hogarth's  prints,  who,  when  his  daugh- 
ter is  expiring,  wears  indeed  a  parental  face  of  grief  and 
folicitude,  but  it  is  to  fecure  her  diamond  ring,  which  he  is 
drawing  gently  from  her  finger. 

To  confirm  this  doftrine  by  fads,  continued  he,  who 
was  ever  more  calumniated,  whofe  character  was  ever  more 
traduced,  who  was  ever  perfecuted  with  more  bitter  invec- 
tive, than  the  late  Sir  Robert  Walpole?  that  minifterial  Mi- 
das, who  was  faid  to  have  converted  Lords  and  Commons 
into  gold  by  his  magic  touch ;  yet  juftice  has  been  fince 
done  to  his  memory  and  merit.  His  eulogium  was  pro- 
nounced in  the  other  Houfe,  and  pafled  without  a  proteft; 
he  was  called  an  able,  a  wife  and  experienced  minifter,  who 
thoroughly  underftood  the  political  and  commercial  interefts 
of  this  country,  and  invariably  purfued  them.  This  eulo- 
gium was  pronounced  by  one  who  knew  him  well ;  a  moil 
difceming  judge,  the  greateft  ftatefman  of  the  age,  the  late 
^arl  of  Chatham,  whofe  venerable  name  mankind  will  al- 
ways affociate  with  the  grandeur,  glory  and  extenfion  of 
the  Britifh  empire. 

Mr.  Courtenay  then  appealed  to  th,e  prefent  oppofition,  to 
prove  that  littledanger  can  be  apprehended  from  the  influence 
of  the  crown — as  long,  he  faid,  as  fo  many  gentlemen,  diftin- 
guilhed  by  great  and  acknowledged  abilities  and  commanding 
/eloquence,  of  fuch  popular  characters  and  connexions,*  re- 
tained their  independence,  without  places  or  penfions  (ex- 
cept fuch  as  they  held  for  life)  the  country  was  fafe;  and  he 
fincerely  hoped  we  fhould  never  be  deprived  of  fuch,  or  fimi- 
Jar  inftances  of  virtue  and  integrity. 

He  then  begged  ferioufly  tp  afk,  whether  there  had  been 
any  avowed  or  mdireft  attempt  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
thefubjea,  to  provoke  this  illberal  attack  on  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown  ? '  He  trufted  that  the  fame  ardent  zeal,  the 
fame  heart- felt  veneration  for  our  facred  rights,  ftill  glowed 
in  the  bread  of  every  Englilhman.  That  virtuous  venera- 
tion which  ehe  names  of  pur  Hatnpdcns,  our  Sidneys  and 
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our  Ruffels  (Fill  infpire,  (notwithftanding  fome  impotent 
attempts  to  tarnifh  the  honour  of  their  character?,)  warrant- 
ed and  juftifled  the  affertion.     A  free  government,  he  faid^ 
muft  be  ever  dear  to  an  ambitious,  a  fpiritcd  and  an  en- 
lightened people ;  it  alone  furnifhed  a  field  for  emulation, 
and  objefis  that  called  forth  the  exertion  of  genius.     The 
elevation  of  foul  and  fentiment, '  the  noble  pride  of  indepen- 
dence, the  various  and  chara&eriftic   traits  of  the  human  . 
mind,  there  alone  expand  and  flourifh,  deriving  their  vivid 
luftre  from  liberty.     In  defpotic  governments,    where  the 
whole  power  of  the  ftate  was  vefted  in  one  man,  the  human 
mind  is  degraded;  its  native  and  original  colours  fade  away, 
and  are  loft  in  the  fplendour  of  the  Sovereign;  as  the  primi- 
tive and  variegated  rays  of  light,  on  being  blended  together, 
difplay  one  dazzling  glare  of  white,  and  no  more  exhibit  a 
beauty,  variety  and  diftin&ion  of  colours.     On  fuch  a  fub- 
jeQ:,  he  fhould  be  proud  to  own  his  enthufiafm,  and  where 
could  he  indulge  the  impaflioned  fentiment  with  lb  much 
propriety  as  in  a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Common*,  amidft  the  re- 
presentatives of  that  free,  brave  and  generous  people,  who . 
have  cherifhed  a  fpark  of  freedom  for  ages,  and  fed  the  flame 
with  their  blood  ?   Perhaps  he  might  be  told  that  the  Ame- 
rican war  was  a  proof  of  the  defpotic  defigns  of  adminiftra- 
tion ;  he  denied  it ;  though  he  never  was,   nor  never  would 
be  an  advocate  for  the  juftice,  wifdom  and  expediency  of 
the  American  war,  yet  he  owned  it  was  a  popular  one; — the 
aliening  an  unlimited  fovereignty  over  America,  was  flatter- 
ing to  the  pride,  he  would  not  fay  infolence,  of  every  Kng- 
'  liftman;  it  was  a  Whig  principle,  maintained  by  Whigftatef- 
jnenf  and  confirmed  by  repeated  a&s  of  a  Whig  Parliament. 
But  ftill  he  (hould  not  defpair,  (notwithftanding  the  wifhes 
of  our  enemies  and  prophecies  of  our  friends,)  that  England 
and  America  would  again  be  united,  and  become  one  great, 
flourifhing  and  happy  people,  enjoying  the   fame  religion, 
rights,  language  and  laws,  and  endeared  to  each  other  by  the 
fame  generous  and  perfeveringj  fpirit  for  liberty  : — an  equal 
and  impartial  participation  of  freedom  being  the  cement  of 
trae  wifdorri  and  liberal  policy  to  bind  eveiy  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire  together,  by  the  only  folid  and  permanent  union 
—•mutual  interefts  and  mutual  affe&ion.    Ireland'had  lately 
exhibited  a  lingular  proof  how  well  this  liberal  policy  "had 
fucceeded;  Ireland,  which  was  fcarcely  vifible  above  our  ho* 
rizon,  added  he,  is  now  gradually  afccnding,  and  this  lumi- 
nary (fince  it  has  efcaped  a  fatal  and  predicted  eclipfe,  from 
the  perpetual  {hade  of  the  mutiny  bill)  will  fooa  attain  its 

proper 


38  PARLIAMENTARY  A,  1781. 

proper  altitude,  and  fhine  as  a  ftar  of  the  fee  on  d  magnitude, 
adding  beauty  and  fplendor  to  the  Britifh  firmament. 

Mr.  Courtenay  then  afked— Was  this  a  time  for  fuch  pro* 
pofitions  to  be  offered  ?  -*-  Was  it  by  fuch  an  invidious  and 
partial  plan  of  inadequate  oeconomy,  that  Great  Britain  was 
to  be  faved  at  this  hour  of  danger  ?  The  boafted  fpecific,  he 
faid,  was  injudicioufly  prefcribed,  without  a  thorough  know- 
ledge and  acquaintance  with  the  conftitution,  and  would  be 
found  wholly  inefficacious — as  inefficacious  as  the  fpecific 
adopted  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Roman  fenate  to  flop  the  pro- 
gress of  a  peftilence ;  where  the  Praetor  was  ordered,  with 
ridiculous  folemnity — pangere  clavum — to  drive  a  nail  into  the 
wall  of  the  Capitol :  and  the  people  of  Naples,  at  this  day, 
when  they  are  menaced  with  an  irruption  of  Mount  Vefu- 
vius,  expofe  the  blood  of  St.  Januarius  to  appeafe  the  rag© 
of  the  mountain.  And  fhould  we  adopt  fimiiar  and  wretched 
expedients?  Did  we  hope  by  driving  a  nail  through  this  or< 
Mother  board*  or  by  fqueezing  and  expofing  a  few  drops  of 
blood  from  the  civil  lift,  to  check  the  pride  and  ambition  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  diflblve  the  Family  Compact,  and 
punifh  Dutch  perfidy  and  ingratitude? 

Was  this  a  time  for  introducing  retrenchment,  when  wc 
fhould  rather  call  on  the  Board  of  Works  to  enlarge  our  fep* 
tennial,  triennial,  or  annual  caravanfera  (he  believed  the 
delegates  had  not  yet  determined  which  it  fhould  be  ;)  we 
fhould  rather  be  providing  entertainment  for  man  and  horfe; 
for  can  we  forget  that  a  hundred  knights  armed  cap-a-pie, 
are  foon  to  begin  their  march  from  the  renowned  city  of  York, 
to  attack  this,  our  enchanted  caftle  of  St.  Stephen's  ^  after 
having  received  a  prieftly  benediftion  from  their  political 
pope)  actuated  by  the  generous  refolution  of  refcuing  that 
diftreffed  damfel  Britannia,  from  the  ravifhlng  gripe  of  tho 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  whole  luft  of  power,  unbridled 
iniblence  and  tyrannic  difpofition,  we  have  all  fo  long  and  fo 
fatally  experienced  ?  But  before  we  determine,  let  us  feriouk 
ly  refieft,  that  innovations  are  ticklifh  things ;  by  inconfi- 
derately  attempting  to  improve,  we  may  eflentially  injure  the 
conftitution.  Mr.  Courtenay  then  faid,  that  on  reading  a 
very  ingenious  book,  which  threw  great  light  on  the  fpirit, 
maruiers  and  character  of  our  anceftors,  in  the  book  he  al- 
luded to,"  (Obfervations  on  the  Statutes,  chiefly  the  more 
ancient  ones,)  there  was  an  aft  of  the  35th  of  Ed.  1.  A.  1307, 
en-tilled,  Ne  refior  arbor  es  in  cameterio  prqfternet.  But,  as  the 
reafo.n  of  this  prohibitory  ftatute  was  not  well  underftood, 
ieveral  of  the  country  clergy,  carried  away  by  the  modern 
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tafte  for  improvement,  chofe  to  lawn  their  church  yards, 
and  cut  away  the  noxious  yew  trees;  but,  after  the  fuppofed 
improvement  was  made,  the  wifdom  of  the  aft,  and  the 
utility  of  the  trees  were  difcovered,  as  feveral  churches, 
efpecially  the  church  of  Gyffin,  near  Conway,  in  Wales, 
(for  this  fpirit  of  improvement  had  travelled  fo  far,)  were 
materially  injured,  by  being  expofed  to  the  ftorm,  deprived 
of  all  fhelter  and  protection.  Let  us  improve  on  the  hint, 
and  not  with  rafh  and  facrilegious  hands,  prune  away  the 
thick  and  fheltering  foliage  of  prerogative,  left  we  thereby 
injure  the  temple  of  liberty. 

Lord  Bulkeley  faid  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  Lord  Bui 
fpoke  larft  had  made  himfelf  exceedingly  merry  at  the  expence  le>* 
of  a  very  grave  and  ferious  fubjeft  ;  it  was  hoped,  he  faid,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  himfelf  an  eye  after  the 
diamond.  The  noble  lord  faid  that  the  neceflity  of  reform 
and  oeconomy  was  fo  obvious,  and  fo  preffing,  that  he  was 
aftonifhed  the  minifters  of  the  crown  had  not  long  fince  come 
forwards,  and  propofed  fome  meafures  equally  promifing  to 
produce  beneficial  confequences  with  the  claufes  of  the  bill 
then  under  confideration.  The  bill  entitled  his  honourable 
friend  who  brought  it  in,  to  the  warmeft  praifes  from  every 
one  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefts;  its  principle  was  undeniably 
laudable,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  its  operation  would 
anfwer  the  moft  fanguine  wifhes  of  all  who  thought  it  their 
duty  to  fupport  it.  Should  the  public,  however,  have  the 
misfortune  to  lofe  the  bill,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  the 
king's  fervants,  ferioufly  to  turn  their  minds  to  the  real  fitu- 
ation  of  the  fubjefts  in  general,  every  man's  income  having 
been  moft  alarmingly  reduced  in  confequence  of  the  wars, 
into  which  the  country  had  been  fo  unadvifedly  precipitated. 
\t  was  the  country  gentlemen  who  fuffered  the  moft  confider- 
ably  by  the  prefent  meafures,  and  the  minifter  ought  to  at- 
tend to  their  complaints.  Every  gentleman  like  him,  who 
lived  upon  his  eftate,  (and  he  hoped  he  fhould  never  derive 
an  income  from  any  thing  but  his  eftate)  could  not  but  be 
fenfible  of  the  decreafed  value  of  landed  property,  and  of  the' 
increafing  poverty  of  his  tenants,  in  confequence  of  which, 
they  were  deprived  of  many  of  the  advantages,  the  benefits, 
the  comforts  and  the  luxuries  of  life,  which  from  their  rank 
and  fituation  they  were  entitled  to  expeft.  Thofe  who  had 
been  ufed  to  keep  large  retinues  of  fervants  and  horfes,  had 
been  under  the  neceflity  of  decreafing  the  number,  and  of 
ibridging  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  life.  The  fubjefts,  his 
Lordihip  faid,  were  obliged  to  retrench  and  to  limit  their  ex- 
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pences,  and  considering  the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  hefaw 
nothing  indecent  or  unreafonable  in  defiring  the  crown  to  do 
the  fame.  It  would  reconcile  the  calamity  to  the  fuffering 
people.  When  the  country  gentleman  faw  that  his  Sovereign 
participated  in  the  diftrefs  of  the  nation,  and  that  retrench- 
ment was  general,  it  would  make  it  eafy  and  tolerable. 
Mr.  T.P/V/.  Mr.  T.  Pitt  took  notice  of  what  had  been  faid  reflecting 
Mr.  Burke's  having  been  rejefled  by  the  electors  of  Briftol, 
arid  aflerted,  that  fo  far  from  there  being  any  caufe  for  the 
honourable  gentleman's  declaring  himfelf  humiliated  by  it, 
it  did  not  reflect  any  difgrace  on  the  honourable  gentleman, 
but  on  that  Houfe,  and  on  the  kingdom,  who  were  the  par- 
ties moft  humiliated  on  the  occafion.  Could  it  be  poffible, 
after  fo  many  years  indefatigable  zeal  for  the  public  fervice, 
after  the  conftant  and  unwearied  difplay  of  fuch  uncommon 
abilities,  in  the  moft  laudable  endeavours  to  promote  the  beft 
interefts  of  the  nation,  that  fuch  a  man  could  be  rejected !  a 
man,  whom  every  one  who  heard  him  ought  to  have  ftrove 
who  {hould  be  the  firft  to  take  upon  his  fhoulders  and  cany 
to  the  huftings;  fince  every  one  muft  be  confeious,  that 
there  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  whole  kingdom,  a  gentle- 
man of  greater  integrity,  or  a  gentleman  better  qualified  to 
fit  in  that  Houfe  than  the  honourable  gentleman  near  him. 
Mr.  Pitt  declared,  he  meant  not  any  fulfome  compliment; 
it  had  fo  happened  that  in  his  walk  through  life  he, had  not 
had  the  honour  to  live  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman;  he  fpoke  merely  from  what  others  had  wit- 
nefled  as'  well  as  himfelf,  the  honourable  gentleman's  con* 
duct  as  a  member  of  Parliament;  a  conduit  that  almoft 
every  man  of  every  party,  had,  at  different  times,  thought  it 
an  aft  of  juftice  to  applaud.  After  this  exordium,  Mr.  Pitt 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which 
he  folemnly  defended  as  a  principle  every  way  worthy  the 
adoption  of  the  Houfe.  He  argued  the  right  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  refuming  a  part  of  the  civil  lift  revenue,  when  the 
diftreffes  of  the  nation  required  it,  and  aflerted  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  operating  in  fecret,  was  a  much  more 
dangerous  enemy  to  the  conftitution,  than  prerogative; 
prerogative,  from  the  nature  of  it,  ofted  openly  and  in  the 
face  of  day,  therefore  it  was  much  more  eafy  to  guard 
againft  it,  and  to  refill  its  oppreffive  efforts,  than  to  refift  the 
undermining  advances  of  court  influence,  which  had  already 
gained  fo  faft  upon  us  that  it  threatened  the  ruin  of  the  con- 
ftitution. He  called  upon  the  Houfe  with  great  earneftnefs 
to  fcize  the  prefent  opportunity  oC  ftxtma^  t.te  ^eoote  that 
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tht  refolutions  of  the  6th  of  April  were  not  mere  words 
without  meaning;  and  declared  that  the  ceconomical  effeft 
of  the  bill,  if  it  pa  fled,  was  fo  apparent  to  him,  that  he 
fhould  confider  the  rejection  of  it  as  a  declaration  that  the  • 
Houfc  were  enemies  to  ceconomy,  and  that  they  were  deter- 
mined to  go  "blindly  on,  wafting  the  public  money,  by  ap- 
plying it  to  the  fupport  of  ufelcfs  and  unneceflary  places  and 
placemen.  In  that  cafe  he  fhould  confider  his  prefence  in 
that  Houfe  to  be  of  little  or  no  confequence,  and  fhould  fave 
himfcif  the  trouble  of  attending  Parliament  in  future. 

Sir  William  Dolben  oppofed  the  bill  on  its  principle.  If  it  $ir  ^^ 
was  right  to  deftroy  the  influence  by  which  members  were  Dclktn. 
returned  to  that  Houfe,  it  did  not  go  far  enough,  for  it  . 
ought  alfo  to  have  deftroyed  the  influence  of  the  ariftocracy 
and  of  wealthy  individuals,  as  well  as  the  influence  of  the 
crown;  and  he  faid  he  fhould  have  no  objeftion  to  a  general 
and  fair  plan  of  reform  that  went  to  the  reduction  or  influ- 
ence on  both  fides.  We  were  at  all  times  given  to  under- 
ftand,  that  fuch  a  borough  belonged  to  the  duke,  or  to  the  earl, 
and  that  fuch  and  fuch  members  belonged  to  the  nabob.  Much 
had  been  faid  againft  thofe  who  voted  with  the  minifters,  as 
if  they  could  not  poilibly  aft  from  pure  and  honeft  motives, 
he  thought  fuch  arguments  extremely  unfair ;  becaufe  it 
might  with  juft  as  much  propriety  be  faid,  that  the  leaders  of 
oppofition  generally  confifted  of  the  difcarded  dependents  of 
discarded  minifters :  and  he  faw  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
gratified  pride  and  expectations  created  more  undue  influence 
on  the  one  hand,  than  difappoinied  ambition  and  avaricious 
anxiety  created  on  the  other.  With  regard  to  the  bill,  there 
were  fome  parts  of  it  which,  he  thought,  might  produce  great 
good;  he  meant  fome  of  thofe  claufes  towards  the  latter  end, 
which  regarded  the  mint,  &c.  all  that  related  to  the  civil  efta- 
blifhment  of  his  Majefty's  houfehold  he  highly  difapproved. 

Mr.  Rolle  fupported  the  bill;  he  liked  its  principles;  but  Mr.R.lle, 
to  fome  parts  he  had  his  objections.  Having  delivered  his  fen- 
t.iments  in  a  former  Parliament,  he  would  not  now  trouble  the 
Houfe;  his  chief  view  in  rifing,  was  to  take  notice  ot  what 
dropt  from  the  honourable  member  who  moved  the  bill,  con- 
cerning the  county  he  reprelented.  The  honourable  member 
faid  he  had  been  called  on  by  many  to  relume  his  bill,  par- 
ticularly by  the  whole  county  of  Devon,  he.  &c.  Mr.  Rolle 
obferved,  he  underftood  he  had  been  called  on  by  the  aiibci- 
ated  committee,  but  not  by  his  county  in  general.  He  be- 
Heved  his  county  was  not  averfe  to  the  revival  of  his  bill ; 
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but  to  the  moc}e  on  which  he  had  been  rcquefted  to  bring  it 
on.     He  was  certain  a  very  large  majority  of  his  conftituents  . 
difapproved  of  the  affociation.  He  did  not  mean  to  reflect  oq 
any  party  or  perfons;  his  earneft  wifh  and  intention  were  to 
do  juftice  to  all,  as  became  an  honeft  reprefentative.  In  fpeak- 
ing  of  aflbciations,  he  could  not  avoid   mentioning  a  very 
alarming  refoiution  of  the  committee  of  Huntingdonfhire, 
defiring   the    houfekeepers    to    arm    themfelves.     This  he 
thought,  if  not  checked,  might  be  attended  with  very  bad 
confequences;  and  he  wilhed  to  know  whether  the   Houfe 
could  take  notice  of  it.     He  concluded   with   faying,  he 
thought  oeconomy,  both  in  private  and  public  affairs,  was 
requilite,  and  never  more  than  at  the  prefent  time;  that 
there  were  many  unnecefTary  and  ufejefs  places  and  penfions,. 
which  might  be  very  properly  difpenfed  with.     For  thefe 
reafons  he  fhould  mod  certainly  vote  for  the  bill. 
Mr.  JoHjfe.      fyjr,  JoW/ffe  faid  his  conftituents,  he  believed,  were  lina- 
nimouily  againft  the  bill,  and  for  that  reafon  he  fhould  vote 
againft  it? 
JAr.TbiftU-      Mr*  Thijllethnuaite  faid  that  his  conftituents  very  warmly 
tbwau?.       approved* of  the  bill,  and  for  that  reafon,  as  well  as  from  his 
own  conviction  of  the  utility  and  excellence  of  the  pian^  he 
fhould  rnoft  certainly  give  it  his  concurrence.  He  confidered 
oeconomy  and  retrenchment  as  effentially  neceffary,  in  the 
prefent  calamitous  fituation  of  this  country,  to  our  falvation; 
and  there  was  not  any  thing  in  the  prefent  bill  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  improper  or  unfit  to  be  carried  into  execution. 
Sir  Francis       Sir  Francis  Bajfet  faid,  that  an  honourable  gentleman  who 
*^*#         fpoke  early  in  the  debate,  had  told  the  Houfe,    that  thole 
young  members  who  voted  againft  the  bill  then  before  them, 
would  betray  the  confidence  repofed  in  them  by  their  confti- 
tuents.    He  fhould  certainly  vote  againft  the  bill  in  its  pre- 
fent form;  but  he  was  not  confeiops  of  betraying  that  confi- 
dence which  his  conftituents  had  thought  proper  to  repofe  in 
him.     Coujd  the  honourable  gentleman  declare  himfelf,  that 
the  part  which  he  had  taken  in  this  debate  would  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  his  own  conftituents?  He  had   the  ho- 
nour of  being  one  of  his  conftituents,  and  he  declared  that 
he  did  not  aprove  of  his  political  fentiments.     Jn  fpeaking 
his  opinion  that  night,  Sir  Francis  faid,  he  was  convinced 
that  he  fhould  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  thofe  who  had  fent 
him. to  that  houfe,  for  his  conftituents  were  friends  to  the 
king,  and  to  the  conftitution.     With  regard  to  the  bill  then 
before  phem,  he  would  freely  confefsc  hat  there  were  parts  of 
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it  which  he  very  much  approved,  though  the  greateft  part  of 
it,  he  owned,  he  difiiked.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  be  perfuaded  to  make  the  alterations  propofed  by  an 
honourable  friend  of  his  [Sir  William  Dolben]  who  had  fpo- 
ken  lately,  he  would  give  it  his  hearty  aifent  and  approbation. 
Sir  Francis  declared  he  objefted  to  many  parts  of  the  bill  in 
its  preient  form,  particularly  to  that  part  of  it  which  pro- 
pofed -a  red  u  ft  ion  of  his  Majefty's  houfehold,  becaufe  he 
did  not  imagine  that  the  eftablifhment  of  our  prefent  fovereign 
Was  in  any  refpeft  larger  than  that  of  former  kings  of  this 
country  had  been ;  and  becaufe  that  the  inconvenience  attend- 
ing fuch  red  u  ft  ion  would  more  than  overbalance  any  advan- 
tage that  could  arife  from  the  fmall  faving  propofed  to  be 
made  by  it.  Great  pains,  he  obferved,  had  been  taken  to 
prove  that  the  petitions  prefented  to  the  late  Parliament 
expreifed  the  fenfe  of  the  people.  This  aflertion  he  did  not 
think  was  founded  in  faft  :  it  was  frefli  in  all  their  memo* 
ries,  that  the  meetings  from  whence  many  of  the  petitions 
were  fent,  were  convened  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
fherifF;  whofe  prefence  he  had  always  imagined  to  be  necef* 
iary  to  conftitute  a  county  meeting:  and  he  did  contend, 
that  the  refoiutions  of  a  meeting  where  the  fheriff  did  not 
prcfide,  were  in  no  refpeft  whatever  binding  on  the  county 
at  large :  but  meetings  were  not  only  convened  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  fheriff,  but  convened  alio  at  a  ihort  no- 
tice, by  gentlemen  who  thought  it  their  interefts  to  procure 
petitions  to  Parliament :  at  many  of  thefe  meetings,  only  the 
tenants  and  immediate  dependents  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  moft  aftive  in  framing  petitions  attended,  and  the  pe- 
tition was  in  many  places  voted  and  fent  to  London  to  be 
prefented,  before  a  tenth  part  of  [the  freeholders  even  knew 
that  fuch  a  meafure  was  in  contemplation:  many  of  thefe 
petitions  were  figned  by  people  who  had  no  right  to  fign  them, 
and  who  had  not,  and  perhaps  ould  not,  read  them.  Sir 
Francis  faid,  he  was  well  aware  that  he  lhould  be  told,  that 
all  that  he  had  then  faid  about  the  late  petitions  was  afler- 
tion, which  would  be  of  no  weight  without  proof;  but  if 
called  on,  he  was  ready  to  produce  proof  at  the  bar,  that  the 
fafts  which  he  had  aflerted  really  happened  in  more  counties 
than  one.  He  would  wifh  then  to  alk  the  Houfe  whether  this 
mode  of  obtaining  petitions  was  not  a  daring  infringement 
on  the  rights  of  Britilh  freemen,  an  infringement  the^more 
criminal,  becaufe  it  was  made  by  thole  who  called  themfelves 
(how  juftly  he  would  not  pretend  to  determine)  the  friends 
and  aifertors  of  the  rights  and  of  the  liberties  of  the  people } 

G  2.  Wn. 
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He  held-  that  fuch  a  proceeding  was  a  daring  infult  to  the 
l^giflature  of  this  country,  fuch  a  one  as  he  thought  fhould 
not  pafs  unnoticed.  If  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe  could  perfuade  them,  that  meetings  held  in  an  illegal 
manner,  and  at  a  fhort  notice,  really  expreffed  the  fenfe  of 
great  and  opulent  counties,  the  freeholders  of  which  (qr  the 
greateft  part  of  them)  o\id  not  know  that  fuch  a  meafure  was 
in  contemplation,  before  it  was  too  late,  they  might  al- 
io perfuade  the  Houfe,  (which  he  fuppofed  they  would  be 
very  glad  if  they  could)  that  a  minority  was  a  majority, 
and  that  they  themfelves  compofed  the  moft  virtuous,  popu- 
lar and  independent  oppofition  that  ever  exifted,  or  any  other 
propofition  equally  abfurd  and  ridiculous.  From  that  Houfe, 
in  his  opinion,  the  fenfe  of  the  people  could  only  properly  be 
collected ;  for  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  their  constituents 
would  fend  thofe  there,  whom  they  did  not  know  to  be  of  the 
fame  fentiments  with  themfelves?  The  late  elections  had 
fhewn  whom  the  people  look  upon  to  be  the  real  fupporters 
of  them  and  their  rights,  and  who  they  conlider  as  inimical 
to  the  rights :  but  whenever  the  late  elections  were  mention- 
ed from  that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  the  voice  of  the  county  of 
Surrey,  and  of  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  was  immediately 
thundered  in  their  ears  from  the  other;  the  choice  thofe  pla- 
ces had  made  was  fo  much  boafted  of,  that  an  uninformed 
auditor  would  fuppofe,  that  whatever  was  the  fenfe  of  the 
freeholders  of  Surrey  and  of  the  houfeholders  of  Weftminfter, 
muft  of  courfe  be  the  fenfe  of  the  freeholders  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  county  of  Surrey  might  perhaps  think  they  had 
acted  very  haridfomely  in  chufing  their  new  reprefentative; 
other  counties  might  think  they  had  done  full  as  weli  in  chu- 
fing reprefentatives  of  a  very  different  ftamp ;  but  this  would 
be  mere  matter  of  opinion  both  on  one  fide  and.  on  the  other: 
the  fenfe  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  could  be  beft  known 
by  the  votes  of  that  Houfe.  He  fhould  have  faid  nothing  of 
Briflol,  he  fhould  have  thought  it  too  delicate  a  lubject  even 
to  hint  at,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  in  the 
bill  then  before  them,  had  not  faid  that  he  could  bear  his  re- 
jection there  with  temper  and  moderation  :  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  told  the  Houfe,  that  his  rejection  at  Briflol 
was  no  proof  that  the  freemen  of  that  city  difapproved  of  his 
bill,  and  he  would  own  that  it  was  not  pofitive  proof  that 
they  did  fo;  but  the  prelumption  that  they  difapproved 
of  it  was  very  ftrong;  for  as  the  honourable  gentleman's 
bill  was  before  the  laft  Parliament,  he  fhould  have  thought, 
that  if  the  citizens  of  Briflol  approved  of  it,  they  would  on 

their 
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their  rejection  of  him,  have  declared,  that  however  they  dis- 
approved of  his  conduct  in  general,  yet  they  thought  he  had 
acted  well  in  propofing  the  bill  which  was  then  before  ihem : 
but  they  had  done  no  fuch  thing;  they  had  rejected  the  ho- 
nourable  gentleman,  and  of  courfe  had  declared,  that  they 
did  not  approve  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  conduft  in  the 
late  Parliament;  they  had  rejected  him  without  any  referve, 
without  any  exception,  A  great  deal  Sir  Francis  obferved, 
had  been  faid  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  about  the  increafed 
and  increafing  influence  of  the  crown :  that  influence  could 
not  furely  be  fo  very  vifible  to  every  eye  as  fome  gentlemen 
had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  Houfe,  when  the  only  proof 
produced,  that  fuch  an  influence  really  exifted  fully  con- 
vinced him  that  it  did  not  exift;  he  meant  here  to  fpeak  of 
the  refolution  of  the  late  Parliament,  "  that  the  influence  of 
the  crown  is  increafed,  increaiing,  and  ought  to  be  di  mini  di- 
ed." If  that  influence  extended  lb  widely  in  that  Houfe  as 
had  been  aflerted,  he  apprehended  fuch  a  vote  would  never 
have  patted;  but  it  (hewed  rather  a  bad  caufe,  when  the  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  of  the  other  (ide  of  the  Houfe  had  re- 
courfe  to  a  refolution  of  a  Parliament  which  they  were  con- 
ftantly  abufing:  furely  they  could  have  very  little  faiih  in  the 
determination  of  a  Parliament  which  they  themfclvcs  eve* 
ry  day  declared  to  have  been  moft  venal  and  infamous.  Sir 
Francis  added,  that  he  had  already  faid  that  he  muft  give  his 
negative  to  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  unlefs  the  alterations 
propofed  by  his  honourable  friend  were  made  in  it;  for,  as 
he  difapproved  the  grcateft  part  of  the  bill,  he  (hould  not 
think  himfelf  juflified  in  voting  for  it,  becaufe  it  contained  a 
few  regulations  which  he  very  much  approved. 

Right  hon.  T*  Towti/hend,  in  reply  to  Sir  William  Dolbcn,  Right  hoc. 
faid,  every  thing  that  fell  from  a  gentleman  whofe  private  J-^w 
character  had  rendered  him  fo  amiable,  that  when  he  was^"; 
folicited  to  reprefent  one  county,  he  had  been  called  on  by 
a  learned   Univerfity    in   the    county  in  which    he  lived 
to  become  its  reprefentative,  was  undoubtedly  entitled  to 
great  refpect ;  he  neverthelefs  could  not  fuffer  fuch  extraordi- 
nary language  to  fall  from   a  gentleman  even   of  his  high 
character,  unnoticed.  He  did  not  know  that  any  honourable 
gentleman  was  entitled  to  talk  of  opposition  as  the  difcarded 
dependents  on  difcarded  minifters.     There  were  in  oppofi- 
tion,  gentlemen  as  refpe&ablc,  as  independent,  and  as  vir- 
tuous as  any  who  voted  with  the  minifter ;  n.it  could  he 
conceive  that  an  attachment  to  thofe,  whom  the  country 
looked  up  to  for  falvation,  and  who  alone  perhaps  could  bring 
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it  out  of  its  prefent  calamitous  condition,  was  to  be  thrown 
in  their  teeth  as  a  matter  of  reproach,  or  as  a  matter  of  dif- 
grace ;  much  lefs  did  he  conceive  that  it  was  either  fair  or 
decent  to  affert  that  every  man  who  acted  in  opjpofition  ta 
the  meafures  of  the  prefent  minifte/s  was  actuated  by  the 
impulfc  of  difappointed  ambition  or  avaricious  anxiety.  No 
gentleman  had  a  right  to  queftion  the  manner  or  the  caufeof 
his  election ;  he  ftood  there  as  independent  as  any  man  in  that 
Houfe,  and  he  would  fupport  the  bill  of  his.  honourable 
friend,  not  merely  becaufe  it  held  out  a  fyftem  of  ceconomy 
(though  that  was  *  pretty  ftrong  recommendation  of  it  to  his 
mind)  but  becaufe  it  went  fome  way  at  laft  towards  diminifii- 
ing  the  dangerous  and  inordinate  influence  of  the  crown.  It 
had  been  a  iked  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  what  proof  there 
was  that  the  influence  was  increafed  }  Let  thofe  gentlemen 
look  at  the  increafed  public  expenditure  ;  let  therp  look  at , 
'  the  navy  and  the  army,  and  at  every  department  of  govern- 
ment !  Mr.  Townfhend  purfued  his  argument  in  favour  of 
the  bill  with  much  warmth,  and  before  he  fat  down,  took  oc- 
cafion  to  declare  the  great  fatisfaftion  he  felt  at  the  promif- 
irig  difplay  of  abilities,  which  the  young  members  had -that 
day  made,,  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe,  He  faid,  he  hoped 
he  might  be  permitted  to  exprefs  the  pleafure  it  gave  him, 
when  it  was  confidcred  that  thofe  young  membere  who  cer- 
tainly had  not  the  lead  diftinguiihed  thcmfelves  that  day, 
were  gentlemen  with  whom  he  was  intimately  connected  in 
friendfhip  and  in  blood. 

S*  wMiam       Sir  ffilliam  Dolben  replied  to  the  remarks  Mr.  Townfhend 

D*ib&n.  hacj  made  on  what  he  had  faid,  and  declared  he  meant  not 
to  give  that  gentleman,  or  any  other,  the  leaft  offence;  that 
he  had  only  profeffed  himfelf  willing  to  adopt  a  plan  of  re- 
form and  reduction  of  influence,  if  it  was  made  genera!,  and 
went  to  the  influence  of  the  ariftocracy  and  democracy,  as 
well  as  to  the  influence  of  the  crown ;  and  had  faid  farther, 
that  if  it  was  afferted  _that  thofe  who  derived  emoluments 
from  the  crown  acted  under  influence  of  one  kind,  it  was  fair 
to  fay,  that  difappointed  ambition,  or  avaricious  anxiety 
might  produce  an  oppofite  kind  of  influence,  and  therefore 
that  the  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  was  as  liable  to  the  imputation 
of  being  fwayed  by  undue  influence  as  the  other. 

sir  George       Sir  George  Tonge  defined  the  diftinction  between  prero*. 

Tcage.         gative  and  influence,  and  faid  it  was  as  much  their  duty  to 
v       check  and  prevent  the  fraud  of  the  latter,  as  it  had  been  the 
duty  and  the  care  of  their  anccftors  to  refill  the  power  of  the 
former. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  St.  Jobn9  junior,  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  bill-  yir.St.J9bm 

Mr.  Sheridan  reprehended  Mr.  Courtenay  for  turning  eve-  Mr.  Sbtri- 
tj  thing  that  palled  into  ridicule  and  for  having  introduced  <**■• 
into  the  Houfe  a  ftile  of  reafoning,  in  his  opinion,  every 
way  unfuitable  to  the  gravity  and  importance  of  the  fubje£U 
that  came  under  their  difcuflion.  If  they  could  not  aft  with 
dignity,  he  thought  they  might  at  lead  debate  with  decen- 
cy. Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  he  would  not  attempt  to  anfwer  Mr. 
Courtenay's  arguments,  for  it  was  impoifible  ferioufly  to 
reply  to  what,  in  every  part,  had  an  infufion  of  ridicule  in  it. 
Two  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fimilies,  however,  he 
muft  take  notice  of.  The  one  was,  his  having  infirm  a  ted 
that  oppofition  was  envious  of  thofe  who  balked  in  court 
funfhine  and  defirous  merely  to  get  into  their  places.  He 
bagged  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  gentleman,  that 
though  the  fun  afforded  a  genial  warmth,  it  alfo  occafioned 
an  intemperate  heat  that  tainted  and  infeded  every  thing 
it  refle&ed  on;  that  this  exceflive  heat  tended  to  corrupt  as 
well  as  to  cherilh,  to  putrify  as  well  as  to  animate,  to  dry 
and  foke  up  the  wholefome  juices  of  the  body  politic,  and 
tarn  the  whole  of  it  into  one  mafs  of  corruption.  If  thofe 
therefore  who  fat  near  him  did  not  enjoy  fo  genial  a  warmth 
as  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  thofe  who  like  him  kept 
clofc  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  he  was  certain 
they  breathed  a  purer  air,  an  air  lefs  infe&ed  and  lefs  corrupt. 
Another  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  allufions  was  not  a 
quite  new  one — rhe  had  talked  of  the  machine  of  (late,  and 
of  the  drag-chain  of  oppofition.  He  would  only  obferve 
upon  this,  that  a  drag-chain  was  never  applied  but  when  a 
machine  was  going  down  hill,  and  then  it  was  applied  wifely. 
As  to  any  thing  elfe  the  gentleman  had  faid,  he  fhould  not 
offer  a  reply,  but  (hould  'fit  down  with  alluring  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  the  mod  ferious  part  of  his  argument 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  moft  ludicrous. 

Mr,    Courtenaym   reply  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  Mr.  Ctmtt- 
was  an  enemy  to  mirth  and  wit  in  any  houie  but'his  own.  nmJ* 
He  was  flopped  by  the  Chair,  on  account  of  the  peribnality 
of  the  expreffion. 

Mr.  Quartern  ailced,  Whether  it  became  a  man  whofe  Mr.  Char- 
father  was  a  lord  of  police,  to  fuppoit  a  bill,  one  object  of  uriu 
which  was  to  abolifh  all  thefe  offices  ?  He  alfo  was  told,  that 
thefe  perfonal  allufions  were  disorderly. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  now  rofe,  and  objected  LorJAlv- 
tP  the  bill  in  all  its  parts.  The  principle  be  condemned  €^jfSt9t* 
as  being  founded  in  injuftice,  in.  a  viQlation  of  the  contra& 
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which  Parliament  had  made  with  the  crown;  and  by  which 
the  crown  had  given  up  considerations  more  than  adequate 
to  the  fum  of  revenue  which  is  now  enjoyed.  That  revenue 
was  therefore  to  be  considered  as  politive  freehold,  and  as  a 
perfonal  eftate,  held  under  the  faith  and  folemnity  of  a  bar- 
gain made  upon  equitable  terms*  He  did  not  deny  the  power 
of  parliamentary  refumption;  they  certaii)ly~bad  the  right, 
but  he  could  not  divide  his  ideas  of  their  omnipotence,  from 
thofe  of  their  juftice  arid  difcretion ;  and  he  conceived  that 
they  would  at  all  times  limit  the  exercife  of  their  power 
within  the  boundaries  of  their  wifdom.  The  confequences 
to  be  expecled  from  this  bill,  were  not,  in  his  qpinioo,  ade- 
quate to  the  fum  of  injury,  which  it  would  commit  in  the 
principle.  (Economy  was  undoubtedly  an  objeft  of  the  moft 
defirable  kind,  and  in  our  prefent  circumftances  it  was  to 
be  coveted  and  courted  by  every  individual.  But  he  fub- 
mitted  it  to  the  Houfe,  whether  oeconomy  might  not  be  pur- 
chafed  at  too  dear  a  rate;  when,  for  the  fake  of  faving  thirty 
or  forty  thoufand  a  year,  we  were  to  lay  violent  hands  upon 
property  the  moft  facred,  to  abolifh  a  number  of  places 
which  had  been  created  by  the  wifdom  of  our  forefathers, 
to  fupport  the  dignity  and  the  luftre  of  the  Britifli  crown; 
and  which  were  now  held  by  the  firft  characters  in  the  king- 
dom for  fervices  of  a  public  nature,  performed  by  themfelves 
or  by  their  anceftors.  He  then  went  into  a  long  detail  of 
argument  on  the  feveral  heads  of  the  bill,  reprobating  them 
all  as  improper  to  be  complied  with,  but  at  the  fame  time 
paying  many  compliments  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  introduced  the  bill. 
Mr.  Burke.  Mr,  Burke  rofe  direftly,  in  aniwer  to  the  Lord  Advocate, 
and  in  a  fpeech  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  nervous  argurrient, 
in  which  the  honourable  gentleman's  aftonifhing  powers  were 
warmed  and  roufed  by  the  debate,  he  combated  every  affer- 
tion  that  had  been  made  againft  the  right,'  the  expediency,  or 
the  advantage  of  the  bill  propofed.  He  did  not  omit  any 
particular  of  the  fmalleft  confequence  that  had  been  advanced, 
and  declared,  that  he  now  faw  the  firm  eltablifhment  of  that 
influence,  which  it  had  been  his  wi(h  and  objeft  todiminifh; 
and  he  ftould  confider  the  iffue  of  this  flruggle  as  the  tri- 
umph or  the  overthrow  of  parliamentary  corruption. 

The  Houfe  divided  at  twelve  o'clock  on  the  fecond  read- 
ing ;  for  it  190,  againft  it  233.  The  bill  was  then  put  off 
to  that  day  fix  months. 

The  commiffioners  fcr  ftating  the  public  accounts  pre* 
fenced  :hc  following  report : 

4  T* 
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To  the  Honourable  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeffes,  io  Par* 

liaoient  aflembled* 

Tie  Third  Effort  of  the  Commijfioners,   appointed  to  examine,  take,   and 
Jiate,  the  Public  Accounts  of  the  Kingdom. 

HAVING,  finifhed  our  examinations  of  all  thofc  public  accoun- 
tant* that  came  to  our  knowledge  in  the  fir  ft  da  fs,  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  balances  of  public  money  in  their  hands,  we,  in  the  next  place, 
■directed  our  attention  to  thofe  accountant  who  receive  the  public  money 
out  of  the  exchequer,  by  way  of  impreft,  and  upon  account* 

The  certificate  of  the  accounts  depending  in  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  impreft,  transmitted  to  us  pursuant  to  our  precept,  furni fil- 
ed us  with  a'Jift  of  thefe  accountants :  as  much  of  this  certificate  as  relates 
to  the  fujeft  matter  of  this  prefent  report,  is  inferted  in  the  Appen- 
dix*. We  took  them  into  our  confideration,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  ftand  upon  that  certificate;  a  rule  we  purfue  in  regard  to  all  lifts 
of  accountants,  unlefs  there  is  fome  fpcciai  reafon  for  departing 
from  it. 

The  fet  of  accountants  therein  firft  mentioned,  are  the  treafurers  of 
the  navy  ;  and  of  thefe  the  names  that  ftand  firft  are  the  executors  of 
Anthony  Vifcount  Falkland,  whofe  final  account  is  dated  the  4th  of 
April  1689,  and  from  whom  a  balance  of  twenty-feven  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eleven  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  five  pence  farthing,  is  de- 
dared  to  be  then  due.  We  did  not  mif-fpend  our  time  in  a  purfuit  where 
there  was  fo  little  probability  of  benefit  to  the  public  :  a  debt  that  has 
fcbfifted  for  near  a  century,  may  be  p returned  defperate.  Faffing 
over  therefore  this  article,  we  iffued  our  precepts  to  Earl  Temple,  as 
reprefentative  of  the  late  George  Grenville,  efquire  ;  to  Lord  Vifcount 
Barrington,  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  and  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Baronet, 
as  reprefentative  of  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  for  an  account  of  the 
public  money  in  their  hands,  cuftody,  or  power,  as  late  treafurers  of 
the  navy*  The  returns  made  to  our  precepts  are  fet  forth  in  the  Ap- 
pendix f;  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  balances  of  public  money  re- 
maining in  their  refpeftive  hands,  upon  the  days  therein  mentioned, 
amounted  together  to  the  Aim  of  feventy-fix  thoufand  feven  hundred 
ninety-three  pounds  eighteen  fhillings  and  one  pervay  farthing. 

That  we  might  learn  for  what  reafons,  iervices,  or  purpofes,  thefe 
films  are  permitted  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  treafurers  of  the  navy,  fb 
long  after  they  are  out  of  office,  we  examined  feveral  of  the  officers  in 
this  department,  namely,  George  Swaffield,  efquire  J,  cafhier  of  the 
vi&ualling;  Andrew  Douglas,  ei(juire§,  paymafter;  Mr.  Adam  Jelr 

*  No  I.    f  No,  2.    X  No.  3,  4.    §  No.  5, 
Vol.  If.  H  licoe, 
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licoe,  chief  clerk  to  the  paymafter*,  and  Mr.  Francis  Cook,  ledger 
writer  f-.    By  them  we  are  fupplied  with  the  following  information  : 

The  office  of  the  treaftirer  of  the  navy  is  divided  into  three  branches, 
the  pay  mailer's,  the  cafhier's,  and  the  victualling  branch.  AH  the 
money  he  receives  is  for  the  navy  fervice,  and  placed  under  or  car- 
ried over  to  one  of  thefe  branches  ;  the  money  in  each  branch  is  fubdi- 
Ytded,  arranged,  and  kept  under  various  different  heads  of  fer  vices  ; 
the  whole  balance,  at  the  time  he  leaves  the  office,  continues  to  be 
liable,  whether  it  be  in  his  hands,  or  in  the  hands  of  his  reprefenta- 
tives,  in  cafe  of  his  death,  to  the  fame  fervices  for  which  its  feverai 
parts  were  originally  deftined ;  and  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy, 
victualling,  and  lick  and  hurt  offices,  each  in  their  feverai  depart- 
ments, continue  to  affign  bills  upon  him  for  payment,  until  they  have 
reduced  his  balance  to  fuch  a  fum  as,  in  their  opinions,  will  not  be 
more  than  fufficient  to  anfwer  purpofes  for  which  it  has  been  ufual  to 
leave  money  with  him,  until  his  final  account  is  paffed.  Thefe  pur- 
pofes are,  firft,  to  carry  on  the  recalls  upon  thofe  (hips  books  which 
were  open  in  his  treafurerfhip,  and  the  payment  of  the  half  pay  lifts 
and  bounties  to  chaplains.  The  (hips  books  are  ufually  kept  open  far 
recalls,  for  feven  or  eight  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  treafurer- 
fhip, in  order  to  give  thofe  feamen  who,  by  being  either  turned  over 
to  other  (hip?,  or  employed  in  other  places,  could  not  attend  at  the 
time  their  Ihip  was  paid,  an  opportunity  of  receiving  their  wages  when 
it  is  in  their  power  to  apply  for  them.  The  only  fund  applicable  to 
this  fervice  is  the  money  in  the  pay  branch,  placed  under  the  head  of 
€t  To  pay  fhips,  and  carry  on  recalls  :"  this  fervice  is  at  an  end  when 
the  (hips  books  are  made  up.  They  are  made  up  as  they  come  in 
COUrfe  in  order  of  time  ;  and  after  the  laft  is  clofed,  the  half  pay  lifts 
are  alfo  clofed,  and  the  payment  of  the  bounty  to  chaplains  ceafes. 

The  other  purpofe  is  to  pay  the  fees  and  expences  of  carrying  on, 
making  up,  and  parting  his  accounts*.  Upon  paffing  every  annual  ac- 
count, fees  are  paid  to  the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  out  of  the  money 
in  his  hands,  under  fhe  head  of  "  To  pay  exchequer  fees,  and  other 
contingent  expences  qf  the  pay  office ;"  but  upon  paffing  his  final  acr 
county  there  is  a  gratuity  affo  paid  in  the  following  manner  :  the  offi- 
cers and  clerks  who  trsrnfaft  the  bufinefs  of  the  treamrer  in  office,  carry 
on  alfo  at  the  fame  time,  and  finally  make  up,  the  accounts  of  the 
/  treafurers  pjit  of  office  ;  for  which  extra  work  they  have  no  falary  or 
recompense  whatever,  until  the  final  account  is  ready  to  be  paffed,  at 
which  time  it  has  been  ufpal  for  them,  by  petition  to  the  «lords  of  the 
treafury,  to  obtain  a  reafonahle  allowance  fot  their  trouble,  which  has 
been  paid  therfi,  by  virtue  of  a  treafury  warranty  pyt  of  any  iqoney 
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remaining  in  the  hands  of  that  trcafurcr,  under  whatever  heads  of  fer- 
vice  it  may  be  placed.  This  gratuity,  together  with  the  fees  of  paffing 
the  annual  accounts,  and  for  the  quietus  >  it  is  imagined,  will  exhault 
the  whole  balance  now  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Temple. 
a  All  the  (hips  books  which  were  paid  by  Mr.  Grenvillc,  Lord  Bar- 
rington, and  Lord  Howe,  are  made  up,  and  confequently  the  balan- 
ces which  the  three  boards  have  left  in  the  hands  of  thefe  treafurers 
ffluft  be  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  fees  and  expences  of  carrying 
on,  making  up,  and  parting  their  accounts.  Of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's 
fliips  books,  five  hundred  and  fix  are  ft  ill  open  for  recalls ;  and  pay- 
ments, if  applied  for,  are  made  upon  them  once  a  week  ;  and  there- 
fore, whatever  funis  ftand  upon  his  account,  in  his  paymaftcr's  branch, 
under  the  head  of  wages,  half  pay,  and  bounty  to  chaplains,  are  (till 
applicable  to  thofe  fervices ;  and  the  refidue  of  the  money  permitted  to 
remain  with  him  is  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  fees  and  expences  of 
carrying  on,  making  up,  and  palling  his  accounts. 

How  foon  then  will  thefe  feveral  funis  be  wanted  for  this  purpofe  ? 
The  accounts  of  the  treafurers  of  the  navy  are  made  up  and  palled  at 
they  come  in  courfe  in  order  of  time ;  the  officers  mud  finifli  one  year 
before  they  begin  upon  another ;  and  a  fubfequent  treafurer's  account 
is  never  finifhed  till  his  predecefTor's  is  finally  clofed.  The  ftate  in 
which  their  accounts  are,  in  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  imp  re  ft,  is 
this  :  the  laft  which  is  declared  is  Mr.  Grenville's  account  for  the  year 
1758;  of  ail  the  fubfequent  accounts,  only  fome  feftions  of  their  re- 
fpeftive  navy  and  victualling  ledgers  are  delivered  into  this  office  ; 
which  parts  of  the  treafurer's  accounts  are  ufually  fent  thither  as  fpeedi- 
ly  as  they  can  be  made  up  after  the  year  expires. 

*  From  an  account  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  thefe 
treafurers,  at  the  time  they  refpe&ively  ccafed  to  be  treafurers  f  ;  and 
an  account  of  the  times  when  their  laft  (hips  books  were  made  up  ; 
and  a  ftatc  of  Mr.  Grenville's  balances  f ,  and  of  the  balances/of  Lord 
Barrington,  Lord  Howe,  and  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  §,  every  year  fincc 
they  feverally  went  out  of  office,  ail  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  pav  of- 
fice of  the  navy,  purfuant  to  our  requifitions,  we  find  that  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  refigned  this  office  in  1762,  and  his  laft  fhip's  book  was  made  up 
in  1771  ;  that  Lord  Barrington  refigned  this  office  in  1765,  and  his 
laftfhips  book  was  made  up  in  1775;  that  Lord  Howe  refigned  this 
office  in  1770,  and  his  laft  fhip's  book  was  made  up  in  1778;  and  that 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  died  in  1777  :  hence  it  appears,  that  for  near  nine- 
teen years  there  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Mr  Grenville,  or  of  his  re- 
prcfentatives,  and  for  fifteen  years  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Barrington, 
.and  for  ten  years  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Howe,  and  for  three  years  in 
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the  bands  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  confidcrable  fums 
of  public  money  (exchrfive  of  the  fums  on  the  heads  of  wages,  half 
pay,  and  bounty  to  chaplains)  diftined  to  purpofe9  which  (except  the 
pafling  three  years  of  Mr.  Grenville's  accounts)  have  not  yet  exifted, 
and  which,  it  we  may  judge  from  the  progrefs  hitherto  made  in  paf- 
fing  thefe  accounts,  are  not  likely  foexift. 

•  Where  public  money  is  appointed  for  a  fervice  or  purpofe  to  arife  at 
a  future  tune,  we  ace  of  opinion,  the  public  alone  ought  to  have  the 
euftody  and  ufc  of  that  money,  in  the  mean  time,  and  until  the  fervice 
or  purpoie  calls  for  its  application. 

'  When  the  fees  and  the  gratuity  become  payable,  we  fee  no  reafon 
why  the  treafurer  in  office  fhould  not  pay  them,  in  like  manner  as  the 
treafurers  out  of  office  pay  them  now- 

We  did  not  form  our  opinion  upon  thefe  balances  without  firft  hear- 
ing'the  late  treafurers  therafelves,  or  the  reprefentatives  of  thofc  who 
are  dead  ;  and  therefore  we  examined  Earl  Temple,  Lord  Vifcount 
Barringtori*  Lord  Vifcount  Howe*,  and  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Baronet  f ;. 
not  one  of  whom  made  any  objection  to  paying  their  balances  into  the 
exchequer,  upon  condition,  fome  of  receiving  their  quietus,,  others  of 
being  made  fecure  in  fuch  payments.  We  do  therefore  conceive,  that 
the  balances  of  public  money,  now  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Earl 
Temple,  as  reprefentative  of  the  late  George  Grenville,.  Efquire,  and 
in  the  hands  of  Lord  Vifcount  Barrington,  and  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Howe,  and  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Baronet,  as  reprefentatives  of  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  late  treafurers  of  the  navy,  ougjit  to  be  paid  into  the 
Exchequer,  for  the  public  fervice,  leaving  in  the  hand*  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot  the  fums  in  his  account  placed  under  the  head  of  wages,  half 
pay,  and  bounties  to  chaplains,  to  carry  on  the  ferv ices  to  which  the 
fame  are  applicable  ;  that  fuch  payments  fhould  be  without  prejudice,, 
and  a  proper  fecurity  and  indemnification  be  given  to  each  of  them 
againft  any  lofs  or  detriment  that  may  accrue  to  him  in  confequence 
of  fuch  payments. 

The  right  honourable  Welborc  Ellis,  the  prefent  treafiirer  of  the 
navy,  returned  to  our  requifition  J,  a  balance  in  his  hands  upon  the 
31ft  of  Auguft  laft,  of  three  hundred  forty-eight  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred forty-one  pounds  eleven  (hillings  and  nine  pence.  The  aft  direfts 
us  to  examine  into  all  balances  in  the  hands  of  public  accountants,  for 
the  purpofe  of  confidering  what  fum  may  be  taken  out  of  their  hands, 
to  be  applied  to  the  public  fervice.  t  It  is  obvious,  we  could  not  exa- 
mine the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer  in  office  with  this  view.; 
it  could  not  be  in  our  power  to 'fay,  that  any  part  of  it  ought  to  be 
paid  back  into  the  exchequer,  becaufe,,  in  an  office  of  fo  conftant  and 
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large  an  expenditure,  this  fum  muft  probably  be  exhaufleJ,  even  while 
it  was  under  our  confederation  ;  but  it  was  competent  to  us,  and  we 
thought  it  our  duty,  to  examine  whether  this  was  a  larger  fum  than 
the  current  bufinefs  of  the  office  required  fhould  at  that  time  be  intruft- 
fcd  to  the  treasurer  of  the  navy.  A  companion  between  the  quantum 
of  the  fum,  and  the  demands  upon  it,  would  enable  us  to  form  fome 
judgment  upon  this  point ;  with  this  view  we  examined  the  prefent 
treafurer  himfelf,  Timothy  Brett,  Efquire,  *  commiffioner  of  the  na- 
vy, and  comptroller  of  the  treafurerrs  accounts,  John  Slade,  efquire,t 
commiffioner  of  the  victualling,  and  John  Bell,  efquire  J,  commiffio- 
ner of  thefick  and  hurt;  from  whom  we  collected  the  following  infor- 
mation. 

All  the  money  received  by  the  treafurer,  for  the  fervices  of  the  na- 
vy, is  either  iflued  to  him  out  of  the  exchequer,  or  paid  to  him  by 
fundry  perfons,  in  purfuance  of  the  directions  of  the  navy,  victual- 
ling* or  fick  and  hurt  boards.  The  money  from  the  exchequer  is  if- 
fued  to  him,  and  arranged  in  his  accounts  under  various  heads  of  fervi- 
ces ;  thefe  heads  are  kept  diftinfi  ;  and  he  cannot  place  or  transfer  a 
tbin  iflued  to  him  under  one  head,  to  any  other  head  of  fervice.  All 
bills  affigned  upon  him  for  payment  by  thefe  boards,  fpecify  the  cor- 
refpondent  head  of  fervice  out  of  which  that  bill  is  to  he  paid,  and  he 
muft  not  pay  it  out  of  money  placed  under  any  other  head  of  fervice 
than  that  fo  Specified  on  the  bill. 

When  money  is  wanted,  the  application  for  it  never  originally 
moves  from  the  treafurer,  except  in  the  (ingle  inftance  of  money  to  pay 
fees,  and  other  contingent  expences ;  this  he  craves  of  himfelf,  when  • 
that  fund  is  nearly  exhaufted  ;  in  all  other  cafes,  the  board,  in  whofe 
department  it  is/  by  letter,  defirchim  to  prefent  a  memorial  to  ihe 
lords  of  the  treafury,  fpecifying  the  fum  wanted,  and  for  what  parti- 
cular fervice ;  the  memorial  purfucs  the  letter,,  and  the  iffbe  is  directed 
from  the  exchequer  in  the  terms  of  the  memorial.  The  treafurer  im- 
mediately certifies  to  the  navy  board  the  whole  fum  he  receives,  and  to 
the  other  boards,  fo  much  of  that  fum  as  concerns  them  ;  he  alfo 
transmits  to  the  navy  board  an  account  of  all  his  receipts  and  payments 
in  the  cafhter's  and  victualling  branch  every  fortnight,  and  in  the  pay 
branch  every  month ;  by  thefe  means  they  have  an  exaCt  knowledge 
of  the  ftate  of  his  balance  under  each  head  of  fervice.  Each  of  thefe 
boards  enter  in  their  books  all  the  affignments  they  make  upon  him  for 
payment;  of  which  they  tranfmit  to  him  a  lift  ;  hence  they  know  what 
the  aflual  demands  upon  him  amount  to ;  and,  from  their  experience 
in  the  courfe  of  the  navy  bufinefs,  they  can  form  fomc  conjecture  re- 
lative to  the  probable  approaching  demands  that  may  be  made  upon 
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him  in  the  various  branches  of  the  fervice.  By  fuch  knowledge  and 
conjecture  thefe  boards  are  guided  in  their  directions  to  the  treafurer* 
as  to  the  time  when,  the  quantum  of  the  fum,  and  the  fervice  for 
which,  every  application  for  a  fupply  is  to  be  made  to  the  treafury. 

At  the  end  of  every  month,  the  navy  board  tranfmit  to  the  treafury 
a  certificate,  containing  an  exact  ftate  of  all  the  receipts  and  payments 
made  by  the  treafurer  during  that  month,1  as  they  appear  from  their 
books;  hence  the  lords  of  the  treafury  have  full  knowledge  of  the 
flaie  of  his  balance  every  month  :  this  certificate  for  the  month  of 
Auguft  lad  we  procured  from  the  navy  office,  on  which  the  balance  in 
the  hands  of  the  treafurer  appears  to  be  *  two  hundred  fixty  thoufand 
fevtn  hundred  fix  teen  pounds  one  (hilling  and  eight  pence  farthing.. 

Being  made  acquainted  thus  far  with  the  courfe  of  bufinefs  in  this 
office,  our  next  ftep  was  to  refolve  this  balance  of  three  hundred  forty 
eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  forty-one  pounds  eleven  (hillings  and 
nine  pence  into  its  conftituent  parts,  and  compare  the  quantum  of 
each  part,  as  far  as  wc  could,  with  the  actual  and  probable  demands 
of  fervice  upon  it  on  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  the  date  of  his  return. 

The  firft  circumftance  that  engaged  our  attention,  was  a  difference 
between  the  treafurer's  balance  and  the  navy  balance,  upon  the  fame 
day,  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  the  former  exceeding  the  latter  by  the  fum 
of  eighty -eight  thoufand  two  hundred  twenty -five  pounds  ten  (hillings 
and  three  farthings;  this  difference  lies  in  the  cafhier's  and  victualling 

branches,  and  arifes  from  the  following  caufe  : When  the  three 

boards  affign  bills  upon  the  treafurer  for  payment,  they  immediately 
give  him  credit  for  thofe  bills,  in  his  account  kept  at  their  office  ;  but 
the  treafurer  does  not  himfelf  take  credit  for  any  bills  in  his  own  ac- 
count till  he  actually  pays  them.  The  perfons  who  receive  thefe 
bills  do  not  always  immediately  prefent  them  to  the  treafurer  for  pay- 
ment,  but  frequently  keep  them  in  their  poffeffion  for  a  confidcrablc 
time.  The  treafurer's  balance  muft  therefore  exceed  the  navy  balance 
as  much  as  the  fum  of  the  bills  afligned  upon  him  for  payment 
exceeds  the  fum  of  the  bills  actually  paid  by  him.  We  conceive 
this  excels  is  not  money  for  which  the  treafurer  is  accountable  to  the 
public,  but  belongs  to  the  proprietors  of  thofe  bills,  and  remains  in 
his  hands,  at  their  rifk,  until  they  apply  to  him  for  payment.  This 
fum,  therefore,  we  think,  fhould  be  deducted  from  his  balance. 

We,  in  the  next  place,  obferved  that  feveral  fums  in  each  branch- 
were  not  actually  in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer,  but  of  his  officers  and 
clerks,  either  carrying  on  fer vices  in  London,  or  at  the  diftant  ports, 
whither  thefe  fums  were  directed  to  be  fent  by  the  navy  board,*  to  carry 
on  thefervices  at  thofe  ports  :  it  may  reafonably  be  prefumed  that  the 
boards  would  not  have  directed  into  the  hands  of  the  officers,  nor  the 
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treafurer  have  intrufted  them  with,  larger  fums  than  were  wanted  ;  and 
therefore  thefe  fums  too  may  be  deducted  from  the  treafurcr's  balance; 
which  will  reduce  the  public  money  actually  in  his  hands  to  the  fum 
of  one  hundred  twenty-eight  thou  land  eighty-three  pounds  fix  teen 
(hillings  and  ten  pence  farthing,  as  appears  by  the  {late  infertrd  in  the 
Appendix.4  The  conftituent  parts  of  his  balance,  under  their  feveral 
heads  of  fervice,  confifting  of  a  variety  of  articles,  are  ftated  in  the 
pavy  certificate ;  fome  of  them  carry  the  appearance  of  having  been 
applied  for  fooner  than  the  fervices  ieem  to  have  required  ;  but,  upon 
examination,  we  find  that  the  boards  do  not  direct  an  application  for  a 
fupply  to  any  fund,  until  they  know  that  fund  is  nearly  or  likely  foon 
to  be  exhaufted.  The  trcafury  are  fometimes  prevented  from  granting 
the  iffuc  until  many  days  after  it  is  craved  :  and  therefore  the  boards 
are  careful  to  apply  early  enough,  to  guard  againft  the  hazard  of  a  de- 
mand upon  an  exhaufted  fund.  To  learch  into  the  aclual  and  proba- 
ble demands,  at  that  time,  upon  each  of  thefe  fums,  was  hardly  practi- 
cable ;  one  circumftance  alone  might  enable  us  to  judge  with  iufficient 
accuracy,  whether  the  fum  total  was  too  large  or  not ;  that  is,  in  what 
time  this  balance  was  in  faft  paid  away  by  the  treafurer.  It  appears 
from  his  accounts  for  the  month  of  Auguft,  that  this  whole  balance, 
and  much  more,  was  received  by  him  during  that  month  ;  and  by  his 
accounts  for  the  month  of  September,!  tranfmitted  to  us  purfuant  to 
our  requiiition,  it  appears  that  not  only  the  balance  remaining  on  the 
31ft  of  Auguft,  but  a  much  larger  fum,  was  in  fa  ft  paid  away  by  him 
during  the  fucceeding  month.  Confidering,  therefore,  this  fum  by 
jtfclf,  independent  of,  and  unconnected  with,  his  other  receipts  and 
payments,,  prior  and  fubfequent  to  the  date  of  this  balance,  we  have 
no  grounds  to  fay  that  this  individual  fum,  received  in  one  month, 
and  paid  away  in  the  next,  was  more  than  the  fervice  required  fhould 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy  upon  the  31ft  of  Auguft 
laft, 

But  it  was  neceflary  to  extend  our  enquiry  ftill  farther.  What  is 
the  ajnount  of  the  fum  that  has  been  continually  in  the  hands  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  has  that  fum  been  more  than  the  current 
Cervices  required  ?  To  come  to  this  knowledge,  we  obtained  from  the 
navy  office  ah  account  of  the  total  fums  received  and  paid  by  the  trea- 
furer pfjLhe  navy  J  for  every  month,  from  the  ift  of  January  1779  to 
the  31ft  of  Auguft  laft,  with  the  total  of  the  balance  remaining  in  his 
hands  at  the  end  of  each  month,  as  they  appear  in  the  monthly  certifi- 
cates to  the  trcafury. 

As  the  public  money  fhould  pafs  without  delay  from  the  pocket  of 
tjie  fubje£t  into  the  exchequer,  fo  it  ought  not  to  ifiue  out  of  the  ex- 

•  No.  a6.  f  No.  27.  i  No.  28. 
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chequer,  either  before  it  is  wanted,  or  in  larger  fums  than  the  fervicc 
for  which  it  is  iflucd  requires.  By  this  laft  account,  a  very  large  fun 
has  been  conftantly  in  his  hands,  during  the  period  therein  mentioned, 
cxclufive  of  the  amount  of  bills  affigned  upon  him,  but  not  preiented 
to  him  for  payment.  The  principal  caufe  of  the  magnitude  of  this 
balance,  is  the  practice,  in  this  office,  of  not  applying  money  iffued 
under  one  head,  towards  fatisfying  a  demand  upon  another  head  of 
fervice;  the  confequence  of  which  is,' when  the  money  upon  the  ac- 
count of  any  head  of  fervice  is  nearly  exhaufted,  a  ropply  muft  be 
procured  for  that  fervice,  how  abundant  foever  the  fums  upon  other 
heads  of  accounts,  or  the  futn  total  of  his  cafh,  may  be.  Were  all 
the  fums  he  receives  to  conftitute  and  be  confidered  as  one  common  ge- 
neral cafh,  and  be  applied  indifcriminately  to  every  fervice,  a  much 
lefs  fum  than  the  loweft  of  the  balance  in  the  account  laft  mentioned 
would,  in  our  opinion,  fuffice  to  carry  on  the  current  fervices  of  the 
navy,  even  various  and  extenfive  as  they  now  are.  It  would  create  no 
confufion  in  the  accounts;  for  the  receipts  and  payments  under  .each 
head  of  fervice  might  ftill  be  kept  diftincl  ;  and  though  the  payments 
might  frequently  exceed  the  receipts  on  fome  heads  of  accounts,  yet  the 
treafurer  would  not  be  without  fufficient  cafh,  and  the  next  iflue  from 
the  exchequer  would  reftore  the  balances.  What  the  fum  neceflary 
for  carrying  on  the  fervice  fhould  be,  muft  depend  upon  circumftances ; 
it  will  be  different  at  different  times,  and  muft  be  left  principally  to 
the  difcretion  of  thofc  commiffioners  from  whom  the  direction  for  fup- 
plies  move,  who,  being  converfant  in  the  bufinefs,  can  beft  determine. 
But  to  enable  the  lords  of  the  treafury  likewife  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of,  and  be  a  check  and  controul  upon,  the  requifition,  we  are  of 
opinion,  that  befides  the  certificate  fent  every  month  from  the  navy 
board,  an  account  of  the  fum  total  of  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy  fhould  be  iaferted  in  every  application  for  a  fur* 
ply  to  the  treafury. 

We  have  not  been  inattentive  to  defects  we  have  obferved  in  this 
office  during  the  courfe  of  our  enquiries ;  defects  which  concern  the 
officer,   the  office,  and  the  public. 

The  treafurer  finds  his  bufinefs  does  not  end  with  his  office;  his 
accounts  are  ftill  open  :  he  goes  on,  receiving  and  paying,  until  be 
feels  himfelf,  his  family,  and  his. fortune,  fubjeQ  to  all  the  *vils  of 
long  public  accounts  far  in  arrear,  and  the  difficulties  of  rendering  an 
account  increafing  daily  ;  he  continues  refponfible  for  millions,  with- 
out an  expectation  of  obtaining  his  final  difcharge  during  his  life. 

The  office  is  perplexed  with  the  multiplicity  of  thefe  accounts.^— 
There  are  four  diftinft  accounts,  of  four  treafurers  of  the  navy,  at 
this  time  open  at  the  pay  office,  and  bufinefs  is  carried  on  upon  every 
one  of  them  at  the  lame  lime  by  the  fame  officers,  when  the  current 

bufinefs 
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bufioefi  of  the  prefent  treafurer  alone  would  find  employment  enough 
for  them  all. 

There  have  been  iflued  to  three  of  thefe  treafurers,  for  the  nary  fer«- 
vice,  upwards  of  thirty-three  millions  §,  the  accounts  of  which  are  not 
pafled ;  exclufive  of  above  twenty-five  millions  to  the  late  Mr.  Gran* 
villc,  whole  final  account  is  not  yet  fettled  ;  and  of  fixteeen  millions  to 
the  prefent  treafurer,  none  of  whofe  accounts  could  as  yet  be  fettled. 

The  navy  accounts  in  July  laft,  when  the  impreft  certificate  was 
tranfmitted  to  us,  were  in  arrear  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  im- 
preft twenty-two  Years.  This  delay  is  occafioned  by  the  accounts  of 
fubfetjuent  years  not  being  made  up  at  the  pay  office  of  the  navy,  where 
there  is  a  want  of  officers  and  clerks  for  this  department.  A  fufficient 
number  of  perfons,  intelligent  in  this  branch,  mould  forthwith  be  pro* 
vided  by  the  proper  authority,  with  adequate  falaries,  for  the  fole  pur- 
pofe  of  proceeding  upon,  bringing  forward,  and  making  up  thefe  ac* 
counts,  with  as  much  difpatch  as  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  will  admit. 

By  this  delay  in  making  up  the  accounts,  the  public  lofes  the  ufe,  at 
leaft,  of  considerable  fums  of  their  own  money  ;  not  that  the  principal 
itfclf  has  always  been  fafe.  A  defaulter  of  above  twenty-feven  thou- 
fand  pounds  ftands  at  the  head  of  the  lift  of  treafurers  of  the  navy 
upon  the  impreft  certificate. 

We  enquired  why  a  treafurer,  under  the  prefent  conftitution  of  the 
office,  might  not,  upon  his  refignation,  immediately  pay  over  his  ba- 
lance to  the  fucceflbr,  or  into  the  exchequer,  and  all  the  fubfequent 
tranfa&ions  of  office  be  carried  on  by  the  treafurer  for  the  time  being 
Two  reafons  were  affigned  for  the  neceffity  of  keeping  open  his  ac- 
counts, though  out  of  office. 

ift,  That  fufficient  time  may  be  given  to  his  fub-accountants  to 
clear  their  imprefts. 

The  fub-accountants  are  certainly  very  numerous ;  and  as,  accord- 
ing to  the  prefent  mode  of  paffing  thefe  accounts,  they  muft  all  be  fet 
infuptr  upon  the  final  account,  was  that  account  to  be  made  up  foon 
after  the  expiration  of  the  trcafurerfhip,  it  would  be  very  voluminous 
and  troublefome  to  the  office.  —  Butfince  the  treafurer  in  office  does 
now  clear  the  imprefts  of  fome  of  his  predecefibrs,  and  can  clear  the 
imprefts  of  all,  and  the  three  boards  can,  at  their  pleafure,  call  upon  the 
fub-accountants  to  clear  their  imprefts,  we  do  not  think  his  rea/on  con- 
clnfive. 

ad,  That  the  payment  of  his  (hips  books  may  be  compleated. 

A  fliip's  book  is  the  voucher  for  the  treafurer  who  pays  it :  two  can- 
not pay  upon  the  fame  book  ;  it  would  create  coufufion,  as  the  pay- 
ments of  the  one  could  not,  without  great  trouble  and  difficulty,  be 
diftinguifhed  from  thofe  of  the  other  ;  it  could  not  therefore  be  made 

§  No,  29. 
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g-vomdicr  for  two  treafurers.  To  enable  a  treafurer  in  office  to  carry 
on  the  payment  of  a  fhip's  book  open  in  the  time  of  his  predeceffor, 
Aib  names  of  all  the  feamen  not  paid  muft  be  abftrafted,  and  entered 
jttia  new  book ;  a  work  of  great  labour  and  length  of  time,  where  the 
bocks  are  fo  numerous  ;  and  during  all  that  time  no  payment  of  wages 
could  be  made  to  die  feamen  unpaid  upon  thofe  books. 

Upon  the  examination  of  a  ihip's  book,  there  appears  a  foundation 
for  this  obje&ion,  which  opens  a  door  for  a  partible  inifchief,  worthy 
confideration.  It  is  in  the  power  of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy,  retiring  in 
difguft,  to  refufe  carrying  on  any  more  payments,  and  by  that  means 
to  put  a  ftop,  for  eight  months  or  more,  to  the  payment  of  all  the  fea- 
men on  the  numerous  volumes  of  (hips  books  open  at  the  fevcral  ports 
in  his  trcafurerfhip,  Mr,  Grenville  left  open  above  thirteen  hundred. 
This  evil  does  not  reft  in  fpeculation  ;  we  have  an  inftance  of  it  in 
evidence,  the  office  that  does  not  guard  againft  the  poffibility  of  fuck 
jui  evil,  is  fundamentally  defective.* 

» Thefe  defefts  fhould  be  fpeedily  correfted.  To  alter  the  conftku- 
tion  of  the  office  ;  to  aboiifh  the  fubordinate  treafury,  to  render  a 
treafurer  the  mere  accountant,  and  to  vary  the  mode  of  accounting, 
carry  with  them  a  ftrong  appearance  of  effe&ual  remedy  ;  but  were 
we,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  enquiries,  to  come  to  decifioas  of  fuch 
moment,  we  fhould  be  permature,  perhaps  ralh.  It  is  eafier  to  fee  the 
defefts  than  to  fupply  the  regulation.  The  pay  of  the  navy  k  an  kn- 
portant  obje£r,  and  any  alteration  in  the  mode  fbould  be  well  weighed 
before  it  is  adopted  ;  it  mould  be  traced  through  all  its  effe&s,  and 
perfectly  afcertained  to  be  as  feafible  in  practice  as  k  is  fpecious  in 
theory.  To  difturb,  to  confound,  or  to  delay  (efieQs  not  unfrequent, 
when  novelty  of  fgrm'is  introduced,  and  new  principles  applied  to  an 
old  office)  might  be  attended  with  very  ferious  confequences. 

The  defefts  to  which  we  have  alluded  prefefttcd  themfelves  in  the 
eeurfe  of  an  examination  made,  in  obedience  to  the  aCr,  for  a  more 
limited  purpofe.  Coming,  however,  before  us,  they  are,  in  our  opi- 
nion, too  important  to  be  pafled  over  in  filence  ;  we  thought  it  qur 
duty  to  point  them  out,  that,  fhould  they  be  deemed  a  proper  fubjeft  for 
the  execcife  of  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  the  folid  advantages 
which  would  refult  to  the  public  from  their  corre&ion,  might  not  be 
delayed.  Had  we  protra&ed  this  report  until  we  were  pofleffed  of 
materials  for  a  well-grounded  opinion  upon  thefe  points,  we  muft  have 
difobeyed  the  a&  that  enjoins  us  to  report,  in  the  firft  place,  upon  the 
balance  in  the  hands  of  accountants  in  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  to 
the  end  that  the  public  money,  long  ago  iffued,  and  ftttt  regaining  in 
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their  band?,,  may,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  be  reftored  to  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  the  public. 

Office  of  Accounts,                   GUY  C ARLETON,  ( L.  K.) 

Bell- yard,                           T.  ANGUISH,  (L.  S.) 

March  6tb,  1781.                    A.  PIGGOTT,  (L.S.) 

RICHARD  NEAVE,  (L.S.) 

SAM.  BEACHCROFT,  ,(L.  S  ) 

GEO.  DRUiMMOND.  (L.S.) 


A   P     E     N     D     I     X. 

No.  1. 

To  the  King's  Remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer. 

Trinity  Terra,  1780.  WE  hereby  certify  how  far  the  fevcral  accountants 
have  paned  their  accounts  before  us,  to  the  end 
procels  may  iflue  again  ft  defaulters,  according  to 
the  courfe  of  the  Exchequer. 

Treafurers  of  the  Navy. 

Executors  of  Anthony  Vif-  His  final  account,  ending  4th  April  1689,  is  de- 
count  Falkland.  i     clarcd,  with  a  balance  due  from  the  accoun- 


tant of  27,6111.  6s.  $Jd 

•  His  account  from  25th  November  1765,  his  fe- 
cond  appointment,  to  31ft  December  1758, 
are  declared.  The  navy  and  victualling  led- 
gers part  of  his  accounts,  from  ift  of  January 
1 7  59  to  to  31ft  December  1 76 1 ,  are  under  exa- 
mination. 

-.He  delivered  his  navy  and  victualling  ledgers 
part  of  his  accounts,  in  the  feveral  years  from 
2d  June  1762  to  31ft  of  December  1764. 
He  hath  delivered  feveral  fedions  of  nis  navy 
and  victualling  ledgers  from  1  ft  January  1 765 
to  9th  Auguft  following. 

f  He  has  delivered  feveral  lections  of  his  navy 

I      and  victualling  ledgers,  from  9th  Auguft  1765, 
the  day  of  his  appointment,  to  3iftDecem- 
Howe.     By  patent,  dated  ^      ber  following. 
9th  of  Auguft  1765.  J  He  has  delivered  feveral  feCtions  .  of  his  navy 

•  ledgers  part  of  his  accounts,  for  four  years, 
L     ending  31ft  December  1769 


The  Right  Honourable 
George  Grenville.  By^ 
patent,  dated  25th  of  No- 
vember 1756. 


Lord  Vifcount  Barrington 
By   patent  dated  the  2d< 
or  June  1762. 


Has  delivered  feveral  feCtions  of  his  navy  and 

1,       -    -   -  H£ 


Sir  Gilbert   Elliot  baronet.  <      victualling  ledgers,  from  19th   March  1770, 

I     the  date  of  his  patent,  to  3  ift  December  1 77 
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No.  3. 

fbe  Examination  o/Gcarge  Swaffield,  Efquire,  Cajhier  of  the  ViSl ailing,  in  the 
Pay  Offite  of  the  Navy  j  taken  upon  Oath,  the  \%th  and  ityh  of  Oftober  1 780. 

TtflS  examinant  faith,  That  he  now  is,  and  has  been  between  feven  and 
eight  years,  cafhier  of  the  victualling,  under  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and 
that  he  has  been  upwards  of  thirty-three  years  in  the  pay  office  of  the  navy. 

That  his  bufinefc-is  to  receive  and  pay  all  money  iffued  to  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy  oft  the  head  of  vi&ualling. 

That  the  office  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy  confifts  of  three  branches,  the 
paymafter's,  the  cafhier's,  and  vi&ualHng. 

That  he  fuperifatends  and  takes  care  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  George 
Grenville,  Efquire,  anil  of  Lord  Vifcount  Barrington,  hte  treafurer*  of  the 
navy.  %  •        .  ^ 

That  it  is  the  practice  of  the  office  for  the  paymailer  to  fuperintend  the  ac- 
counts of  tht  treafurers  of  the  navy,  after  they  are  out  of  office ;  and  that* 
during  Mr.  Wallia's  time,  who  was  paymafter  to  Mr.  Grenville  and  Lord  Bar-* 
rington,  but  very  infirm,  he  tranfa&ed  the  bufinefs  for  him,  and  011  hiaj  death 
the  (aid  bufinefs  devolved  upon  him. 

That  he  thinks  the  balance  of  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  *nd  fixty-nine 
pounds  fivefhillings,  returned  by  Lord  Temple  to  be  in  his-  hands  as   repre- 
'  fentative  of  George  Grenville,  Efquire,  under  the  headpf  wages,  is  not  likely 
to  be  demanded  on  that  head,  the  books  being  all  made  up  for  that  branch. 

That  in  the  cafhier V  account  he  thinks  the  balance  or  feven  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  feventy-five  pounds  fourteen  (hillings  and  four  peace  halfpenny, 
witl  be  exhaufted  in  fees  and  gratuities  to  be  paid  on  paffihg  the  accounts ;  for 
larger  fums  pafled  throegh  Mr.  Grenville's  hands,  in  the  four  laft  years  of  his 
treafurerfhip,  and  the  auditor's  fees  increafe  in  proportion* 

That  in  the  victualling  branch  he  thinks  there  may  be  fome  few  bills,  but 
to  no  great  amount,  fiill  to  be  paid  out  of  the  balance  of  three  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  fifteeen  pounds  four  millings,  remaining  on  that  head,  and  that 
the  refidue  will  be  exhaufted  in  fees  and  gratuities. 

He  believes  that  fome  fe£fcions  of  Mr.  Grenviile*s  accounts  for  the  years 
1757  and  1758,  were  delivered  into  the  auditor's  office  foon  after  the  expira- 
tion of  thofc  years,  and  that  the  voluntary  charge,  the  accounts  of  payments  of 
wages  to  feamen  for  the  years  1759  and  1760,  are  not  yet  delivered  in  to  the  - 
auditor,  but  are  figned  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy,  and  will  be  deli- 
vered in  a  few  days,  which  will  complete  the  accounts  for  thefe  two  years ; 
that  all  payments  by  bills  for  both  the  navy  and  victualling  branches,  for  the . 
years  1761,  have  been  delivered  into  the  auditor's  office  near  eighteen  years. 
It  is  a  rule  in  the  office,  to  fend  in  thefe  parts  of  the  treafurer's  accounts  as 
ipeedily  as  poffible  after  the  year  expires. 

That  none  of  the  accounts  for  the  year  1 761  are  as  yet  fent  into  the  audi-  1 
tor*s  office,  that  being  Mr.  Grenville *s  final  .account,  which  is  the  moft  tuou- 
blefome,  and  the  office  wifhes  to  have  the  former  accounts  cleared,  before-  any 
part  of  the  .final  account  is  delivered  in,  as  the  perfons  who  have  received 
money  on  account,  and  have  not  cleared  their  accounts  are  returned  infkper 
in  the  final  account,  and  the  treafurer  then,  and  not  before,  takes  credit  for 

the 
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the  Aims  he  has  advanced  them,  and  all  the  transitions  of  his  treasure;  fiiip 
are  then  finally  clofed. 

That  he  believes  all  Mr.  Grenville's  accounts,  as  far  as  relates  to  thetrea- 
furer  of  the  navy's  office,  will  be  in  the  auditor's  office  before  the  end  of  the 
year  1782,  and  fmiftied  there  bv  the  end  of  the  following  year. 

That  the  reafbn  why  the  flups  books,  for  the  payment  of  feamen's  wagr?, 
cannot  be  delivered  in  along  with  thofe  of  the  payment  of  bills  is,  becaufc 
they  muft  be  kept  open  to  give  the  feamen  an  opportunity  to  receive  their 
wages  ;  which  they  often  cannot  do,  when  the  (hips  are  ordered  to  pe  paid, 
being  turned  over  to  other  (hips,  and  difperfed  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 

The  (hips  books  are  generally  kept  open  for  recalls  about  (even  or  eight 
years,  and  are  then  made  up  as  they  come  in  courfc  in  order  of  time.  When  a 
ftrips's  book  is  once  clofed,  no  further  payment  can  be  made  upon  it,  but  the 
teaman  entitled  to  his  wages  muft  apply  by  petition  to  the  navy -board,  who 
order  the  wages  to  be  entered  on  the  lift  of  arrears,  and  paid  out  of  the  money 
received  on  the  head  of  wages :  the  treafurer's  accounts  for  any  year  cannot 
be  made  up  until  all  the  (hips  books  of  that  year  arc  clofed  ;  the  fame  rcafon 
holds  as  the  voluntary  charge,  that  accounts  cannot  be  completed  until  the 
Slips  books<are  clofed. 

when  a  treafurer's  final  account  is  pafled,  he  pays  the  balance  remaining  in 
his  hands  into  the  exchequer. 

That  a  treafurer's  account  muft  neceflariiy  be  kept  open  after  he  is  out  of 
office,  to  give  time  to  thofe  who  have  received  money  from  him  upon  account, 
to  clear  their  accounts ;  and  that  a  treafurer's  account  cannot  be  made  up, 
and  the  balance  paid  over  to  his  fucceiTor,  foon  after  he  goes  out  of  office,  be- 
caufe  of  the  trouble  it  wonld  create  to  the  office,  and  the  delay  of  paying  the 
feamen's  wages  ;  as  all  the  fums  not  paid  by  him  muft  be  extracted,  and  car- 
ried over  to  new  books,  to  be  paid  oy  the  fuccceding  treafurer ;  for  different 
treafurers  cannot  pay  on  the  fame  book,  as  one  voucher  cannot  be  admitted  lor 
twoperfons. , 

That  this  examinant  believes  Mr.  Grenvifle  paid  in  his  trcafurcifhip  be- 
tween thirteen  and  fourteen  hundred  fliips  books,  which  were  left  open  when 
he  went  out  of  office. 

That  the  treafurer  for  the  time  being  has  no  power  to  call  upon  any  pcrfoft?, 
to  whom  bills  have  been  iflued  by  way  of  impreft,  to  clear  theii  accounts  ;  that 
is  the  bufinefs  of  the  navy,  victualling,  and  lick  and  hurt  boards. 

This  examinant  further  faith,  that  as  to  Lord  Barrington's  account,  none  of 
his  paymafter's  accounts  are  yet  in  the  auditor's  office  :  they  cannot  be  fent 
itt  unul  Mr.  Grenville's  accounts  arc  fettled  in  the  treafurer's  office,  as  the 
clerks  muft  finifh  one  before  they  begin  another. 

That  he  thinks  there  may  be  fomc  fmall  demand  ftili  made  upon  Lord  Bar- 
rington  for  wages,  but  to  no  great  amount ;  and  the  navy  and  victualling 
boards  may  ftill  aflign  bills  upon  him  for  payment  fo  as  to  reduce  his  batan.  e 
to  fuch  fum  only  as  lhall  be  fufficicnt  to  pay  the  expenecs  of  palling  his  ac- 
counts ;  and  they  do  exercife  that  power. 

That  he  believes  all  Lord  Barrington's  accounts  will  be  complete  in  the 
auditor's  office  within  three  years  after  Mr.  Grenville's  arc*  finifhed  ;  and  that 
there  are  no  other  fcrvices  to  be  carried  on  with  thefe  balances,  except  fuch  as 
are  above  mentioned.  Geo,  Swaffield. 

Guy  Carkton,  T.  AnguiJI?^  Rich,  Ncavef 
Geo.  Drummondy  Sam.  Bead\roft.  No* 
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.No.  4. 

t 

The  further  'Examination  of  George  Swaffield,  Efquire ;  taken  upon  Oath%  the 

ibtb  February  1781. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  That  after  a  perfon  has  received  money,  by  way 
of  impreft,  from  either  the  navy,  victualling,  or  fick  and  hurt  boards,  he  de- 
livers in  an  account  of  his  difburfments  to  the  fame  board.  They  fettle  his 
account ;  and  if  a  balance  is  due  from  him  to  government,  in  the  navy  and 
fick  and  hurt  offices,  an  eritry  is  generally  made  at  the  foot  of  his  clearing 
bill,  that  fuch  balance  is  to  be  paid  in  to  clear  the.  account.  This  bill  goes  to 
the  treafurer,  who  receives  that  balance,  either  to  clear  impreft,  or,  if 
the  impreft  was  in  a  former  treafurerfhip,  to  become  a  part  of  his  voluntary 
charge.  In  the  victualling  office,  they  write  to  the  treasurer,  defiling  him  to 
receive  the  balance,  in  order  to  clear  the  impreft. 

In  the  navy  branch,  alone,  the  number  of  imprefts  is  always  great ;  and  if 
a  treafurer's  account  was  to  be  made  up  foon  after  his  refignation,  all  thofe 
perfons  whofe  imprefts  were  not  cleared  muft  be  returned  infuper,  and  every 
impreft  bill  defcribed  upon  his  final  account.  The  practice  of  the  auditors 
office  makes  this  neceflary,  and  is  one  caufe  of  the  delay  in  paffing  a  trea- 
furer's final  account. 

The  fum  under  the  head  of  fees  and  contingencies,  is  applied  by  the  trea- 
furer in  office  to  the  payment  of  fees  at  the  treafury  and  exchequer,  upon  his 
application  for  and  receipt  of  money,  and  to  the  payment  of  other  fmall  in- 
cidental expences.  After  he  is  out  of  office,  this  fumis  appointed  folely  to  the 
payment  of  the  fees  of  paffing  accounts. 

When  the  voluntary  charge  of  any  year's  account  is  carried  into  the  office 
of  the  auditor  of  the  impreft,  the  fees  for  paffing  that  year's  account  are  then 
fettled,  and  paid  out  of  money  remaining  in  his  hands  under  the  head  of  ex- 
chequer fees,  &c.  which  fum  they  allow  in  his  account.  The  expence  of 
procuring  the  quietus  is  paid  by  him  in  purfuance  of  a  bill  made  out  by  the 
navy  board,  and  affigned  upon  him  for  payment,  out  of  the  fame  fund. 

When  the  final  account  is  ready  to  be  patted,  the  officers  and  clerks  who 
have  carried  on  the  accounts  of  a  treafurer  ever  fince  he  was  out  of  office, 
and  who  have  no  other  reward  or  emolument  for  that  bulinefs,  petition  the 
lords  of  the  treafury  for  an  allowance  for  this  extra  trouble,  in  proportion  to 
the  length  of  the  treafurerfhip,  the  fum  accounted  for,  and  the  extent  of  the 
account.  The  treafury  refer  the  memorial  to  the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  to 
examine  and  certify  whether  the  fum  applied  for  be  reafonable ;  and  upon 
their  report  the  lords  of  the  treafury  ifTue  a  warrant  to  the  auditors,  to  allow 
that  fum  out  of  any  money  remaining  in  the  hands  of  that  treafurer  j  who 
pays  it  to  the  officers  and  clerks  in  purfuance  of  that  warrant. 

T.Anguifjy  Geo*  Swaffield. 

A.  Pigeott, 
Rich.  Jfcave, 
Sam.  Bcachcrofty 
Geo.  Drumwond. 

No. 
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No.  5. 

tti Examination  ©/'Andrew  Douglas,  Efquire,  Pasmafter  to  the  Treafurer  of  the 
Navy  ;  taken  ufon  Oat!?,  the  z^th  of  OBober  1780. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  That  he  now  is,  and  has  been  for  upwards  of  ten 
years,  paymafter  to  the  treafurer  of  the  navy. 

That  he  fuperintends  the  accounts  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  late  treafurer  of 
the  navy. 

That,  according  to  the  report  of  the  clerks  of  the  office,  from  their  books, 
trie  laft  fe&ions  of  his  victualling  ledgers,  to  the  year  1778,  were  delivered  in 
to  the  auditor's  office  on  the  17th  June  1 779. 

That  he  cannot  form  any  judgment  when  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's  accounts  will 
be  finally  paffed.  ' 

.  treafurers 
lucnt  trea- 
\  predeceflbr'* 
That  the  balance  that  was  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Gilbert  felliot,  when  his 
ireafurerfhip  expired,  has  been  reduced  by  payments  made  on  the  head  of 
wages,  navy,  vi&ualling,  and  fick  and  hurt  Dills,  afligned  by  thefe  boards 
Upon  him  for  payment. 

That  the.  balance  remaining  is  applicable  to  the  feveral  fervices  for  which 
the  money  was  granted,  and  the  payment  of  the  expencc  of  pafling  his 
accounts. 

TTiat  he  believes  the  expence  of  pafling  the  Lite  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's  ac- 
counts will  amount  to  five  thou  fa  nd   {even  hundred  pounds  and  upwards,  be- 
_  fides  the  ufuat  allowance  granted  to  the  officers  and  clerks  employed  in  the 
treafurer's  office  in  fettling  the  accounts,  which  he  thinks  may,  according  to 
former  infhmces,  amount  to  four  thou  fund  pounds  more,  and  upwards. 

That  he  knows  of  no  rule  which  governs  the  navy  board,  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  balance  they  permit  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
after  he  is  out  of  office. 

'**■"  *  T.  Anguijb,  Andrew  Douglas. 

A.  Piggot, 
Geo.  Vruwmondy 
'     -  ■  Sam.  Beacbcroft. 
•    '-  No.  6. 

Tie  Examination  of  Mr.  Adam  Jellicoe,  Chief  Clerk  to  the  Paymafter  in  the 
Office  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  Navy  j  taken.  itfo?i  Oath,  the  2ph  ofOfi,  1780. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  That  he  now  is,  and  has  been  for  n^ar  four  year?, 
chief  clerk  to  the  paymafter  in  the  office  ot  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and 
that  he  has  been  in  the  pay  office  of  the  navy  about  forty  years. 

That  it  is  a  branch  of  his  office  to  make  up  the  flrips  books,  an4  to  fettle  the 
accounts  of  the  treafurers  of  the  navy,  as  far  as  relates  to,  the  pay  matter's 
branch. 

-  That  all  the  fhips  books  of  Lord  Barrington's  and  Lord  Howe's  treafurer- 
ihips,  are  made  up, 
Vql.  II.  K  Tfc*> 
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That  tht  number  of  (hips  booki  paid  upon  by  Lord  Borrington,  was  fix  hun- 
dred and  fcycnty-nine ;  and  by  Lord  Howe,  fix  hundred  and  twenty-fire. 

That  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  the  late  treafurer,  paid  upon  eight  hundred  and 
fixtyrfbur  ihips  books,  of  which  three  hundred  and  twcuty*fix  are  made  up ; 
that  none  of  thefe  books  were  begun  to  be  made  up  until  the  treafurerihip 
was  expired,  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  claimants  to  come  in  and  be  paid ; 
the  Ian  book  made  up  of  Sir  Qilbert  Elliot's  treafurerihip,  was  that  paid  in 
June  1772  ;  that  ihips  books  are  made  up  in  courfe,  in  order  of  time  ;  and 
that  he  believes  it  may  be  near  three  years  more,  before  all  the  ihips  books  in 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's  treafurerihip  can  be  made  up. 

That  he  remembers,  when  Sir  John  Rufliout  was  difplaced  from  hit  trea- 
furerihip, he  refufed  to  carry  on  any  payments,  and,  in  confequence,  all  the 
ihips  books  in  his  time  were  abilractea,  and  the  names  of  thofe  men  who  had 
$ot  received  their  pay  were  taken  out,  and  entered  in  a  book,  which  was 
called  the  abftralt  of  that  ihip's  book.  This  work  took,  as  he  believes,  about 
eight  or  nine  months  to  perform,  and  nothing  could  be  paid  in  the  mean  time 
on  any  one  book,  until  the  abftracl:  of  fuch  book  was  completed. 

That  when  the  books  are  finally  doled,  he  makes  up  the  voluntary  charge 
of  the  pay  branch. 

That  the  voluntary  charge  for  the  laft  half  year  of  Mr.  Grenville's  trea- 
Jurerihip  is  jufl  finilhed,  and  the  firft  year  of.  the  voluntary  charge^ of  Lord 
Harrington's  treafurerihip  is  drawn  out,  and  part  of  the  fecond  year  **  nearly, 
finiifced. 

That  the  reafons  why  thefe  accounts  are  fo  far.  in  arrear,  are,  the  great  la* 
bour  there  is  in  making  them  up,  and  the  great  quantity  of  current  bufinefs  irj. 
the  office ;  for  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  fame  clerks  to  make  up  the  accounts,  of 
former  treafurers,  and  to  carry  on  the  prefent  bufinefs  of  the  office. 

GuyCarhton%  ApASf  Jei^ico** 

Jt.  PiZgott) 
Geo*  JJrummond) 
S*m.  Beacbcroft. 

No.  jr. 

Ski  further  Examination  of  Mr.  Adam  Jellicoe ;  taken  upon  Oat/s,  the  lM 

December  1 780. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  the  ihips  books  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's  treafurer- 
ihip, that  are  itjll  open  for  claimants,  are  five  hundred  and  fix ;  payments  are 
jnade  upon  thefe  books  once  a  week,  to  thoie  perfons  wlio  apply,  out  of  the 
money  |n  the  hands  of  the  reprefentative  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  on  the  head 
of  wages". 

^  The  furn  of  fwo  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy  pounds  nineteen  fhil* 
lings  and  nine  pence  three  farthings,  mentioned  in  the  return  made  by  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot  to*  ttys  board,  dated  the  16th  of  October  laft,  on  the  head  of 
wages,  being  nearly  exh'aufted,  the  navy  board,  about  five  weeks  ago,  re-. 
quired  the  treafurer  to  crave  from  the  treafury  five  thoufand  pounds  as  a  fup- 
iffly,  to  pay  claims  in'the  treafurerihip  of  the  late  Sir  Gilbert  EUiot ;  which 
fum  was  obtained,  and  afligned  by  bill  from  the  navy  board  upon  the  prefent 
tpafurer,  far  payment,  to  the  reprefentative*  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  on  die 
head  of  wages. 


JLijfli.  $   £   B   A   T   £   &  tf 

The  navy  board  do  not  dlre&  the  payment  of  wages  one  of  any  other  fond 
In  the  hinds  of  the  treafurer  than  Out  under  the  head  of  wages ;  and  that 
fond  b  applicable  to  the  payment  of  wages  only. 

The  fums  nnder  the  heads  of  half  pay,  and  bounty  to  chaplains,  are  ap- 
plicable to  any  demands  that  may  be  made  for  thole  fervices  upon  the  late 
treasurers,  in  like  manner  as  the  fum  under  the  head  of  wages* 

Owe  Carktmu  Adam  Jxllxcos, 

J*.  J^lfigittj 

Ricb.#emref 

Sam .  Beaehcrofi, 

wfft  {JrUttlMOnd. 

No.  8. 

Tha  further  Examination  of  Mr.  Adam  Jellicoe;  taken  ufon  Oatb%  the  tgth 

February  1781. 

THIS  ezaminant  (kith,  That  when  the  time  is  come  for  paying  a  fiiip'a 
wages,  the  captain  (ends  his  fhip'»  book  to  the  navy  board,  where  it  is  exa- 
mined ana  corrected  by  the  mufter  books ;  and  the  wages  of  thofe  officers  wh* 
tore  been  paid,  and  of  thofe  men  who  are  upon  that  book,  and  have  been 
paid,  either  upon  being  turned  over  to  other  (hips,  or  becoming  unfervice- 
sbte,  or  being  dead,  are  marked  off ;  the  book  is  then  returned  to  the  com* 
mtmoners  office  at  the  port  where  the  fhip  is  to  be  paid  ;  the  captain  fettles 
the  day  of  payment  with  the  commimoner,  and  for  this  fervice  money  is  fent 
down-by  die  treafurer  to  his  pay  clerks  at  that  port,  in  purfuance  of  a  minute 
of  die  nary  board  made  for  that  purpofe,  a  copy  of  which  is  fent  to  the  trea- 
furer. Tnis  book,  after  the  day  of  payment  is  over,  remains  in  the  pay 
office  at  die  port,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  recalls,  until  the  navy  board 
order)  it  to  tne  office  in  London,  to  be  made  up  ;  and  thofe  books  at  the  pay 
Office,  which  are  not  actually  making  up,  are  ftill  open  for  recalls.  All  pay- 
ments after  the  fixed  day  of  payment  are  (tiled  recalls. 

The  half  nay  lifts  open  in  a  treafurerlhip,  continue  to  be  paid  upon  by  the 
treafurer,  after  he  is  out  of  office,  until  they  arc  made  up,  which  is  ulualiy 
done  after  the  (hips  books  are  clofed.  None  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's  half  pay 
lifts  are  as  yet  made  up. 

71  Anguijb,  Adam  Jellicos. 

A.  Pirmott, 
Sam.  Eeacbcrofti 
Gee*  Drummond. 

No.  9. 

The  Examination  of  Mr.  Francis  Cooke,  Ledger  Writer  in  the  Cajkier's  Branch 
umder  the  treafurer  of  the  Navy  ;  taken  upon  Oath,  the  2d  of  Nov.  1780. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  That  he  is  one  of  the  ledger  writers  in  the  cafhier's 
branch  under  the  treafnrer  of  the  navy. 

That  it il  apart  of  his  bufinefs  to  fee  that  the  navy  ledgers  are  made  up* 
nfl,  after  they  are  examined  and  figned  by  the  navy  board,  to  tend  them  to 
the  auditor's  office. 

K2  TAa* 
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That  Lord  Howe's  navy  and  fick  and  hurt  fe&ions  to  the  end  of  the  year  1769, 
are  all  lent  to  the  auditors  office  ;  the  abftra&s  of-  thofe  yean  are  in  the  pay 
office,  and  he  believes  are  finilhed  ;  the  fe&ions  for  the  year  1770,  which  is 
the  final  account,  are  in  great  fbrwardnefs.  He  believes  the  abftradfe  of  Lord 
Barrington's  ledgers  are  notyet  finilhed. 

That  the  fe&ions  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's  nav/and fick  .and  hurt  ledgers,  fot 
the  years  1771  and  1772,  were  feint  into  the  auditors  office  in  December  1774 ; 
thole  for  the  next  four  years  are  all  finilhed,  and  figned  by  the  navy,  board, 
but  not  fent  to  the  auditor's  office,  becaufe  it  is  needlefs,  as  there  are  fo  many 
there  not  pafled,  and  as  the  abftra&s  are  none  of  them  finilhed. 

That  the  fedtions  of  Mr.  Ellis's  navy  and  lick  and  hurt  ledgers  for  the 
years  1777  and  1778,  are  finilhed,  figned  by  the  navy  board,  and  fent  tp  the 
auditor's  office ;  thofe  for  the  year  1779,  are  now  under  examination  at  the 
navy  office, 

Guy  Carieton,     „.  ,  FrAJJ.  Coojcfe 

Sam.  B  cache  r  of t, 
Geo,  Drummond. 

No.   iG. 

An  Account  of  the  fever  al  Balances  remaining  in  the  Hands  of  the  Perfons  under- 
mentioned, at  the  Time  they  r  effectively  ccafed  to  he  Treqfurers  of  His.  Majefty's 
Navy  ;  viz.  .    . 

Mr.  Grenville's  2d  treafurerlhip,  fucceeded  by  Lord  Bar*  : .(:, 

rington  the  2d  June  1762.  ,  ■    ■<    ^X.:-(  „*.     xd* 

Pay  mailer's  balance,  30th  June  1762  1 01428       3       i\ 

CalhierVdo,  14th  June  1762  85958      9       5 

•  Victualling  do.  do.  46649     14      5 \ 

■  ■        -«3340|6    7     x% 

Lord  Barrington's  treafurerlliip,  fucceeded  by  Lord  Howe 

the  19th  Auguft  1765. 
Paymafter's  balance,-  31ft  Auguft  1765  54389       5       4a 

Calhier's  do.  14th  4*977     13       8§ 

Vi&ualling  do.  do.  36519     19     n| 

— 132886  19  — i 

Lord  Howe's  treafurerlhip,  fucceeded  by  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 

the  ioth  March  1770. 
Pay  mailer's  balance  31ft  March  1770  44408       $     — | 

Cafliier's  do.  do.  24918       4       9 

Vi&ualling  do.         do.  95*4      4       3 

78840     14— § 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot's  treafurerlhip,  fucceeded  by  Mr., Ellis 

the  1 2th  June  1777.  ,-i.   . 

Paymaster's  balance,  30th  June  1777  41153     12     Ut 

Calhier's  do.  14th       .  63927  ,  18       i| 

Vlciualtirtg  do.  do.  26638      j    *i 

■'***■"*    '  •  '  '       "'         *  3*7*9  x3~$ 

Taken  from  the  certificate  books  remaining  in  this  oflice. 

PfyVffice,  lybOftoher)  1780^  Anpjcew  Douct Af . 

/o.V  "■'.  No. 
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No.  1 1. 

Am  Aavnntef  the  Time  when  the  loft  Ships  Book  was  made  up  in  the  Yreofurer- 
-    fief*  *f  Mr.  GrenviUe,  Lord  Harrington,  and  Lord  Howe* 
«•       ! 

THB  lawbook  in  Mr.  Granville's  treafurerfhip,  was  made  up  in  February 
I77t :  the  half  pay  lifts,  lifts  of  officers,  lifts  for  feamen  removed  from  one 
flttpto  another,  &c.  were,  all  made  up  in  September  1771. 

The  laft  book  in  Lord  Harrington's  treafurerfhip  was  made  up  in  October 
1775 ;  and  all  the  lifts,  &c.  were  compleated  in  February  1776. 
•  *Ae  laft  book  in  Lord  Howe's  treafurerfhip,  was  made  up  in  March  1778  ; 
and  the  iifb,  &e.  were  finally  clofed  in  September  1778. 

The  number  of  (hips  books  paid  in  the  treafurerfhip  of  the  right  honour- 
able Welbore  Ellis,  to  the.  31ft  Au£uft  1780,  amounts  to  824. 
Tre+fury-OJice  of  tlx  Navyy  i$th  February  1781.  Adam  Jellicoe* 

No.*  12. 

A  State  of  the  late  Right  Honourable  George  Granville's  Balance  as  Treafknt* 

of  the  Navy,  at  the  following  Periods  : 

c 

On  the  31ft  December  1762        68640 
1763        37681 

■*7*i  335<P 

1765  21514 

1766  16049 

1767  1 3961 

;-...  1769  15157 

1769  1423^ 

1770  26528 

1 77 1  26294 

1772  26145 

1773  25913 

1774  14899 

1775  13210 

1776  15146 

1777  12360 

On  the  30th  September  1780         12360 
14  February  1 78 i.  Geo.  Swafherd. 

No.  13.  . 

An  Account  of  the  Balance  remaining  in  the  Hands  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
■    ViTcount  Barrinetou,  at.  the  End  of  every  Year,  Jint  tie  ceafed  to  be  Treafurer 
"  of  the  2ta*vy.     Prepared  in  purfuance  of  a  Rejuiftion  from  the  CommrJJumcrs  of 
PuhliccActaunU%  JateA  2 $d  Infant,  viz. 

£.      .j.  d. 


s. 

j. 

~» 

ni 

II 

7I 

«S 

^i 

it 

1$ 

lof 

3 

,: 

3 

»7 

n 

8 
10 

«1 

'I 

IC| 

6 

11 ' 

SI 

19 
7 

•4 

3 

4i 

At  the  end  of  the  year  j.'jt^   .  497&A  /4X  :6| 
1760,   3120X  2     ij 


2767    10448  19  11 


PARLIAMENf'Afc.Y 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1768 
*7*9 


*feh  February  1 78 1.  Geo.  Swaffis** 

No.  14. 

4*  Account  of  the  Balance  remaining  in  the  Hands  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
Ft/count  Howe  at  the  End  of  every  Tear,  fincetie  ceajed  to  beTreafurer  of 
the  Navy,  Prepared  inpurfuance  of  a  Requifithn  from  the  Commiffioners  of 
PuhlU'AccOunts,  dated  the  2$dlnjlant;  viz. 

£.         s.       d» 

At  the  end  of  the  yesur  1770       45939      J      5 

*77»        4*273    13    -*; 

1772  39670     18    .*; 

1773  38816      j      9; 

1774      369OS   17   — i; 
X775     3607O    2         lj; 

1776  35899    i*      4i; 

1777  29151       J     IQr 
.  x77^        19*33      9      4: 

1779  23130     13      7i; 

1780  18133    —      a;; 
c6tb  Fecuary  1781.                                            Geo.  Svvaffield. 

No.  15. 

An  Account  of  the  Bafancje  remaining  in  the  Hands  of  the  late  Right  Honourable 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Baronet,  at  the  End  of  every  Tear,fince  he  ceafed  to  be 
Trtafurer  of  the  Navy.     Prepared  inpurfuance  of  a  Rcquiftien  from  the 
rrs  of  Public  Accounts,  dated  the  %ydlnfiant\  viz. 

•  £.       x.    d. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  r  777,      44,186    6  ;6| 

i77*»       J9»o88  X3    9I 


*779»       a*°Z?   9    3# 
v  1780,       39,488    7    o| 

*^lritouyf  9781*       .  G*o.  Swaffisld. 

Nof. 
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No.  16. 

ft*  Ex*-r'~"*;f  of  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  Temple,  Auto  «/**  Oath  tkt  id 

of  November  1780. 

HIS  Lordfhip  faith,  That  the  Aim  of  twelve  thoufand  three  hundred  and  . 
fixty  pounds  three  (hillings  and  four  pence  three  farthings,  mentioned  in  the 
return,  made  by  him  to  the  board  on  the  13th  of  Odober  laft,  is,  to  the  beft 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  whole  balance  remaining  in  his  hands,  as  per- 
fpel  rtpcefematiTe  of  the  light  honourable  George  Gronville,  as  late  titafu* 
ier  of  the  navy. 

That  he  knows  of  no  other  public  fervices  to  which  the  fum  in  his  hands 
n  applicable,  except  the  fervices  for  which  it  was  granted,  and  the  fees  of 
fiflpn*;  the  accounts. 

That  it  would  be  his  moft  earneft  wifli,  to  be  allowed  to  pay  it  into  the  ex* 
chequer,  upon  two  months  notice,  and  having  his  quietus. 

Guy  Carkeom,  NVOBKT  Txsrrzx. 

T.  Angu#>% 
A.  PtZg'it* 
Geo.  Drvmrnond. 

No.  17. 

%he  Examination  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  ^ifcount  Harrington ;  taken  upon 
Oath,  the  jth  of  November  1780. 

HIS  Lofdfhip  faith,  That  the  fum  of  thirteen  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
tupy-three  pounds  feven  {hillings  and  one  penny  three  farthings,  mentioned 
in  |ne  return  made  by  him  to  this  board  upon  the  21ft  September  but,  is,  to 
the  beft  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  whole  balance  then  remaining  in 
his  hands,  as  late  treafurer  of  the  navy. 

That  he  knows  of  no  other  public  fervice  to  which  this  fum  is  applicable 
in  his  hands,  except  the  fervices  for  which  it  was  granted,  and  the  fees  of 
faffing  his  accounts. 

That  he  has  no  objection  to  pay  the  balance  into  the  exchequer,  when  he 
can  dp  it  confident  with  his  own  fafety,  as  an  accountant  to  the jmblic. 

ST.  Anrmi/b,  Barrington* 

Sam.  Seachcrofty 
Qeo.  Drummond. 

No.  18. 

tie,  Examination  of  the  Right  Honourable  LoretFifcount  Howe ;  taken  ufon> 
Oatby  the  qth  of  November  1 780. 

HIS  Lordfhip  faithT  That  the  fum  of  twenty-three  thoufand  one  hundred 

ana  fi*  pounds  eleven  Shillings  and  five  pence  three  farthings,  mentioned  in 

fhe  return  made  by  him  to  this  board  upon  the  10th  of  Auguft  laft*  is*  to  the 

bqft-of  his  knowledge,  and  belief,  the  whole  balance  then  remaining  in  hia 

'hand*  as  lace  treafurer  of  the  navy, 

That 
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/That  the  above  balance  is  folely  applicable  to  the  ferviccs  fpecifitd  in  the 

ftdmurn.  

That  he  is  ready  to  pay  the  above  balance  into  the  exchequer,  when  fo 
required. 

tf.AnguiJf)y        ...  Howe, 

'■'■tkM.^eaehcrofty 
*    '  Gc9.  Xhtmmoitd. 

'■■  '  Ntt.  19. 

"the  W^Mntathn' of  ■  tf/r'Gifccrr  Elliot,  Baronet ;  rah*  u$on  Oath%   thg'jdof 

....  November  1 7S0.  - 

■'',":■  '.'..  r.v  *"  .        •  ■•■•••.■.        ■*.         i-   •    <. 

:  TTOS  ricahihiatif  fthh,  Thar  the  fum  of  rwe'nty-fe^tf^hbufimd  five  hun- 
dred and  fixty-three  pounds  iixteen  fhillinga  and  one  pennyV  mentioned  in  the 

-■'  '  -,i;  (  ;  ■  -■.  ■    .:  '   .  '"  ;  %;  .return 


No.  20.  .   \  '     m 

State  of  the  Right  Honourable  Welbore  'Ellis  V  Account,  as 

.Receipts  and  payments  in  the  paymaiter's 

1780. 

Auguft  1  ft.    To  balance  of.  account,  dated  31ft  of  £,       s.      a\ 

July  1780       —        —       —       —       95650    00    5{ 

3d.    To  cafh  received  to  pay  fhips  and  carry  on 

recalls  —  ■«—  —  — ■  —  .40000  -oo  00 
.  25th.  To  ditto  —  —  —  .'•—'■  —  40000  0000 
'  29th.  To  ditto        —        —        —        —     —        40900'    00  00. 

■      ■■■■•  '  ■■> 

1  215650    op    5* 


IN    THE    CASHIER'S 

1780. 

To  balance  of  account,  dated  31ft  £•      s*    '• 

July    1780        —        —        —        —        13513*  16  iof 
Auguft  3d.  To  cafh  received  at  the  exchequer,  on  the 
head  of  wages,  to  pay  fhips  and  carry 

on  recalls         —         —         —         —    •      40000  oo-  00 
4th.  To  ditto,  to  pay  bills  of  exchange  and 

imprefts  victualling        —         — .   ■  ^.—    • ;  •  ^ooooo'to 

to  pay  neceflary  money,  extra* 
ijece/lary,  and  contingencies        —        -•  ^000  00  00 


Ail^Bi. 
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return  made  \y  his  direction  to  this  board  on  the  1 6th  of  October  laft,  it)  to 
I    the  beft  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  whole  balance  of  public  money  then 
\    remaining  in  his  hands,  as  the  perfonal  reprefcntmtive  of  the  right  honourable 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  as  late  treafurer  of  the  navy. 

That  he  knows  of  no  other  public  fcr vices  to  which  this  fam  is  applicable  in 
his  bands,  except  the  fervices  for  which  it  was  granted  and  the  fees  of  paiiiag  hit 
account. 

That  he  has  no  objection  to  pay  the  balance  intp  the  exchequer,  upon  having 
his  quietus; 


Guy  Cartoon, 
T.  Angui/b% 
Sam,  Beacbcroft) 
Geo.  Drummond. 


Gilbert  Elliot. 


Treafurer  of  the  Navy,  for  the  Month  of  Augvft  \  780. 

Branch;  between  the  ift  and  31ft  Auguft  1780. 

8780. 
-Auguft.     By  cam  paid  for  wages  this  month  - 

Yards 

Half  pay 


Balance  31ft  Auguft  17  Bo 


For  wages 
yards 
Half  pay 
Bounty  to  chaplains 


£.  s.  J.  . 

If02&I  7  9 

I290  4  i 

4805  8  2§ 

»47  13  6 

116524  13  9§ 


BRANCH. 


1780.  £.       s.     d. 

Auguft.  By  perfect  bills  paid  S94>74   15    10 

By  impreft  bills  paid  157910     2     6 

By  perfect  bills,  lick  and  hurt, 

paid  -  -  13761  15     5 

By  impreff  bills,  fick  and  hurt, 

paid  —  —  19950     2     7 

Vol.  II*  L 


£.  s.  d. 

671*3  «*  3j 

30824  6  1 

»"77  4  3 

99125  6  8| 

116524  13  *| 

H5650  00  5^ 


£.     s.    d. 

752014  18    4 


33712  18  00 
3d.  By 
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To  received  at  the  exchequer  to  pay 

three  months  courfe,  ending  39th  of 

September  1778,  with  mtereft  due 

,  thereon  j  viz*  £        J.     d* 

On  the  head  of  wear  and  tear  43  5640  00     o 

wages  4*259     3     4 

tranfp«rts         129770  00     p 

victualling        3 1 1 744  00     o 


1  oth. 


14*. 


19th. 


15th. 
29th. 
31ft. 


600000 
3«94>3 


In  exchequer  bills. 
3     4  In  money 


9i94i3     3     4 

To  cafh  received  at  the  exchequer,  on 
the  head  of  wear  and  tear,  to  pay  im- 
prefts and  bills  of  exchange 

To  cafh  of  fundries,  towards  clearing 
imprefts  -  —     '  — 

To  fundry  abatements  out  of  perfe&  bills 

To  fundry  abatements  and  bills  taken  in 
to  clear  imprefts 

To  cafh  received  at  the  exchequer  for  the 
following  fervices : 

To  be  imprefted  to  Gabriel  Steward, 
paymafter  of  mariners  £.  6oe« 

On  the  head  of  wear  and  tear. 

To  pay  fees  at  the  exchequer,  and 

other  contingencies  of  the  pay 

office  -  -  £. 

On  the.  head  of  wages. 

To  pay  flag  pay,  bounty  mo- 
ney, &c. 

To  pay  bills  for  pilotage 

To  pay  for  fubfiftence  of  French 
officers  and  feamen 


300© 


15000 
tooo 


8000 


—  25000 

To  receive  at  the  exchequer,  to  pay  -mips 

and  carry  on  recalls 
To  receive  at  the  exchequer,  to  pay  fjiips 

and  carry  on  recalls 
T.o  cafh  received  of  fundries  towards  clear* 

ing  imprefts 

To  cafh  received  of  fundries  for  new  and 
'old  ftores  -  -    ' 

To  fundry  abatements  out  of  perfect  bills 
To  fundry  abatements  and  bills  taken  in 
to  clear  imprefts  -  - 


A.  1781 
£.      s.    d. 


9«94»3   I  i 


360OO  OO  09 

44  10  t 
"146   8   2 

87394  ,8   * 


( 


£«v 


34000  00  OS) 

40000  00  00 

40000  00  00 

*76.  00  7 

2819  17  19 
■  21  6  6 

35059  15  * 

\%%%\\  li      8$ 
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1780. 

Aug.  3d.  By  ca(h  iffued  to  the  paymafter,  on  the  head  of  £.       x.     dm 

wages,  to  pay  (hips  and  tarry  on  recalls  40000  00  00 

4th.     By  cafh  iffued  to  Mr.  Swaffield,  on  the  head  of 
victualling,  to  pay  bills  of  exchange  and  im« 
prefts  -  -  170OO  00  00 

By  do.  to  do*  for  neceflary,  extra-neceflary  mo* 

ney,  and  contingencies  -  -  5000  00  00 

7th.     By  i (Tiled  to  do.  on  the  head  of  victualling,  to 
pay  three  months  courfe,  ending  30th  Sept, 
1778,  with  intereft  due  thereon  31 1744  00  oo> 

£.  2040*0     00    00  In  exchequer  bills*  ' 

107744     °°    00  In  money. 


311744     00    00 
15th.     By  iffued  to  tht  pay  mailer,  to  pay  (hips  and 

carry  on  recalls  —  —  40000  00  09 

49  th.     By  uTucd  to  do.  to  pay  fhips  and  carry  on  recalls    40000  00  00 

Balance         152972  00    4} 


Whereof        £.  s.  J. 

In  the  bank          —           117429  n  5 

Money  and  premiums          4077  5  % 

Mr.  blade's  hands              25738  7  tf 

Exchequer  fees                    5724  it  3 


£*  152971  00    4J 


£.  139*513  1*    «i 


L* 


^K^t;^ 


6oS7ft 

ii 

I 

17000 

oo 

00 

5000 

oo 

Of 
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IN    THE    VICTUALLING 

I7%0. 
Au£u&  To  balance  of  account,  da$ed  31ft  July 

i7*P 
4ih.     To  cafh  receive^  at  the,  exchequer,  to  pay 
bills  o£  exchange  and  impress 
To  do.  received  at  $o.  to  pay  neceflary, 
extra- neceflary  money  and  contingencies 
7th.     To  received  at  the  exchequer  in  exchequer 
bills     ,  -  ■£.  204000  oo,  00 

In  money  107744  00  00 

To  pay  three  months  courfe,  ending  $oth 
September  1778,  with  in te reft  due 
thereon  —  — 

3 1  ft.     To  cafh  received  of  fundries  for  old  ftores, 
oflaj,  &c.  fold 
To  fundry  abatements  out  of  per/eft  bills. 
To.funcky  abatements,  and  bills  taken  i a. 
to  clear  inaprefts  -  - 


31 1744  00 

00 

49*5-  *3 
123  18 

'I 

29392  19 

IO 

.428676   2 

»i 

■^p- 


NO.   21. 


tie  Examination  of  the  Right  Honourable  Welbore  Ellii ,  Treafurer  of  the  Nan$ 
N  taken  upon  Oathy  the  Sth  and  loth  of  November  1780. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  That  all  fums  of  money  received  by  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy  from  the  exchequer,  are  iflued  to  him  under  diftinc~t  heads  of  fcrvices, 
and  that  he  is  ftri&iy  forbid,  by  his  inftru&ions,  to  transfer  fums  iflued  on  one 
head  of  fervice  to  any  other  head  of  fervice  j  if  the  Aim  granted  for  one  fervice  be 
nearly  exhaufted,  a  fupply  for  that  feryrce  muft  be  procured,  though  he  has  large 
fums  in  his  hands  under  other  heads  of  fervices. 

That  no  demand  on  the  treafury  moves  originally  from  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy,  independent  of  the  navy,  victualling,  and  fick  and  hurt  boards,  except  , 
the  fums  requifire  for  the  payment  of  exchequer  fees,  and  other  contingencies 
at  the  pay  office. 

When  the  fum  received  for  any  other  particular  head  of  fervice  is  nearly 
exhaufted,  a  letter  comes  from  the  navy,  victualling,  or  lick  and  hurt  boards, 
each  for  their  refpedlive  departments,  to  the  treafurer,  requiring  him  to  pre* 
fent  a  memorial  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury  fpecifying  the  fums  required, 
diftinguifhed  under  particular  heads  of  fervices;  that  thereupon  a  memorial 
-drawn  up,  according  to  the  cxa&  words  o£  the  \ctxtt%  «&&,  \»^t\W  v*vtK 


jS*  DEBATES.  ff 

ift.  By  paid  perfect  bills,  &c.  —  — 

By  paid  to  purfers  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  in  ordi- 

nary,  on  quarterly  bills  ailigned  for  payment 

Balance 


£. 

#• 

4 

349*2* 

5 

a 

108 

«9 

T 

149^31 

5 

1 

794*4 

*7 

*t 

Remaining 
la  the  hands  of  right  honourable        /.       s,     d. 

Wclborc  Ellis 
Do.  of  Mr.  Swaflield 


Balance  of  the  pay  branch 
of  the  caihier's  do. 
of  the  victualling  do 


Total  balance        £•  348941    11     9 


£.428676     a     9i 


49549  «5 
19895   2 

3 
3i 

79444  *7 

6| 

116524  13 

152972  00 
79444  >7 

9i 

■Her,  is  prefented  by  the  paymafter  to  the  treafury ;  who  direct  the  iflue  ex* 

in  the  form  of  the  memorial. 

bat  the  pay malier  on  the  receipt  of  the  money,  immediately  certifies  the 
A  to  the  navy  board  5  and  the  refpective  paits  which  regard  the  victualling 
iickr  and  hurt  boards,  to  them  alfo. 

hftt the  navy  board  has  full  knowledge  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the 
ty.iu  the  hands  of  the  treafurer;  of  the  receipt,  \>y  thefe  certificates;  of  the 
Hditure,  by  their  own  books,  in  which  are  entered  every  bill,  order,  or 
tmeat,  given  on  the  treafurer  for  payment,  under  the  refpective  heads  of 
pe  ;  and  by  the  accounts  which  the  treafurer  tranfmits  to  the  navy  board  once 
ftnight,  on  the  head  of  victualling  and  caihier's  branch,  and  once  a  month 
ie  pay  branch.  Thefe  accounts  are  compared  with,  and  muft  agree  exactly 
their  own  books  ;  and  from  thence  muft  appear  the  balances  on  each  refpective 
*ef  fervice, 

hat  he  does  not  know  of  any  rules  which  govern  the  navy  board  ,in  their  di* 
jgt,  to-  him  to  apply  to  the  treafury  for  money  except  their  knowledge  of  the 
t)  or  approaching  fer  vices,  and  of  the  exact  ftate  of  the  balance  in  his  hands 
m?  each  .head. 
fiat*  upon  application  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury  for  a  fupply  of  money, 

do  not,  to  his  knowledge,  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the  balance  in  the 

hands 
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hands  of  the  treafurer ;  but  he  is  informed,  and  believes  that  they  have  an  exaft 
account  of  it,  by  the  means  of  a  paper  tranfmittcd  monthly  from  the  navy  beard, 
containing  an  account  of  the  cafh  received  by  the  treafurer,  and  the  alignments 
made  upon  him  by  the  feveral  boards  for  payment. 

That,  to  the  bed  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  feveral  fums  of  one  hundred 
And  fixteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four,  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and 
nine  pence  halfpenny,  in  the  paymafter's  branch;  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  thoufand  nine  hundfed  feventy-two  pounds  and  four  pence  three  farjthings, 
in  the  cafhier's  branch ;  and  of  feventy  nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
forty-four  pounds  ftventeen  lhillings  and  flxpence  three  farthings,  in  the 
vi&ualling  branch  ;  making  together  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  nine 
hundred'  and  forty-one  pounds  eleven  (hillings  and  nine  pence,  mentioned  in 
the  returns  made  by  his  order  to  this  board  on 'the  31ft  of  Auguft  lad,  was  the 
whole  balance  for  which  he  was  then  accountable  to  the  public  as  treafurer  of  the 
navy. 

That  of  this  balance,  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  two  hundred  and  two  pounds 
feventeen  (hillings  and  eleven  pence  farthing  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
pay  clerk  at  Portfmouth ;  the  fum  of  thirty-feven  thoufand  and  (ixty-one 
pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  feven  pence,,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lynch,  pay 
-clerk  at  Plymouth  ;  and  the  fum  of  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  five  pounds 
thirteen  (hillings  and  four  pence  halfpenny,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Malpas,  pay 
clerk  at  Chatham  ;  which  fums  were,  at  that  time,  balances  remaining  in  their 
hands  of  fundry  payments  ordered  by  the  navy  board  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  ports: 
that  .there  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jellicoe,  fix  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  feven  pence  three  farthings,  for  the  purpofe 
•f  paying  wages,  (hips,  and  recalls ;  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Slade,  twenty-five 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds  feven  (hillings  and  fixpente 
three  farthings,  and  four  thoufand  and  feventy-feven  pounds  five  (hillings  and  two 
pence,  in  money  and  premiums,  making  together  twenty-nine  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  twelve  (hillings  and  eight  pence  three  farthings  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  payments  of  three  months  courfe  of  the  navy 
and  other  bills ;  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Swaffield,  twenty-nine  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-five  pounds  two  (hillings  and  three  pence  three  farthings, 
for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  payments  of  three  months  courfe  of  the 
victualling  and  other  bills ;  which  were  the  reafons  why*fuch  large  fums  were 
permitted  at  that  time  to  be  in  their  hands  :  and  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Douglas, 
live  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty,  fix  pounds  fixteen  (hillings  and  three  pence, 
for  carrying  on  the  payments  of  exchequer  fees  and  contingencies,  which  fums, 
amounting  together  to  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds  four  (hillings  and  ten  pence,  reduces  the  above  ba- 
lance to  two  hundred  and  fixteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  nine  pounds  fix  (hil- 
lings and  Mcv-n  pence. 

That  this  balance  is  only  applicable,  in  his  hands,  to  the  refpeSive  fervices  for 
which  it  was  iilueci. 

Thar,  in  his  ifTues  of  money  to  the  chief  clerks  in  the  different  branches,  for 

carry  on  the  current  fervices,  he  is  guided  by  their  requisition  ;  which,  in  the 

cafiiie:*  and  victualling  branches,  is  formed  upon  the  amount  of  the  daily  af- 

figned  lifts,  tranfmittcd  from  the  different  boards  to  the  rcfpe&iye  departments 

3  in 
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In  the  treafurer'f  office  :  which  lifts  contain  a  particular  account  of  all  bills  af* 
figned  on  that  day  for  payment ;  and  in  the  pay  branch  by  a  conjecture  formed  of 
the  demands  which  may  probably  be  made  for  paying  of  (hips,  carrying  on  recalls, 
payment  of  the  yards,  and  of  half  pay. 

That  bills  affigned  by  the  feveral  boards,  in  their  refpe&ive  departments,  upon 
thetreafurerof  the  navy  for  payment,  are  not  always  pre  footed  to  him  immediately 
after  fuch  affign men t ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  frequently,  by  the  various  acci- 
dents of  death,  litigation,  trufts,  and  executorlhips,  the  abfence  or  convenience 
of  the  proprietors,  not  preferred  for  payment  until  a  conuderable  length  of  time 
afterwards. 

That  he  does  not  know  what  part  of  the  above  balance  of  two  hundred  and  fix- 
teen  thou  fa nd  three  hundred  and  nine  pounds,  fix  (hillings  and  eleven  pence  had 
been  affign ed  by  the  feveral  boards  for  payment  on  the  5  id  of  Auguft  lad  ;  but  that, 
by  the  monthly  certificate  fent  by  the  navy  board  to  the  trcafury  foi  that  month,  it 
will  appear  what  alignments  had  been  made,  and  of  w  hat  parti  that  balance  is  com- 
pounded 

Guy  Carktw,  W.  EirLIS. 

T.  Anguijb^ 

A.  Piggott, 

Rich*  Neant) 

Sam.  Btachcroft% 

Geo,  Drummond. 


ST.  at. 


fie  'Examination  of  Timothy  Brett,  Rf quire  One  of  the  Covtwijitners  §f  tkt 
Navy,  and  Comptroller  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  Nay's  Accomts  \  taken,  upon 
*  Oath,  the  2<)tb  and  30/^  of  Nozauber  1780. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  that  he  is  comptroller  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy*t 
accounts. 

That  the  navy  b«">ard  tranfmit  every  month  to  the  trenfury  a  certificate  of 
the  receipts  aud  payments  by  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  under  the  refpc£Uve  headt 
of  fervices. 

That  the  victualling  and  fick  and  hurt  boards  fend  the  like  accounts  to  the  nary 
board  which  they  include  in  their  certificate,  to  the  intent  the  treafury  may  hive 
full  knowledge  of  the  fums,  under  their  feveral  heads,  in  the  hands  of  the  trea- 
furer of  the  navy.  The  navy  board  has  the  fame  knowledge,  from  the  certificate 
fent  tfoem  by  the  treafurer  every  fortnight. 

That  the  navy  board  defire  the  treafurer  to  apply  to  the  treafury  for  fuch  fums, 
and  far  fuch  fervices,  and  at  fuch  times,  as  they,  from  their  knowledge  of  the 
demands  for  thofe  fervices,  judge  will  be  wanted. 

That  the  difference  between  the  treafurer* s  balance  and  the  navy  board  balance, 
in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer,  on  the  31ft  of  Auguft  lad,  in  the  caftiier's  branch* 
arifes  from  bills  afligned  by  the  navy  board  upon  him  for  payment,  aud  not  pre* 
Vented  to  him. 

'   That  upon  the  back,  of  every  bill  afligned  upon  the  treafurer  for  payment,  if 
kdorfed  out  of  what  fund  it  is  to  be  paid. 
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That  in  the  cafhier's  branch,  alignments  are  continually  making  by  the  nary 
and  fick  and  hurt  boards,  for  payments  out  of  the  fcvcral  funds  which  conftitute 
the  balance  appearing  to  be  in  the  treafurer's  Hands  in  that  branch  j  and  in  the  pay 
branch,  the  navy  board  are  continuaUy  making  alignments  of  tickets  for  payments, 
and  directing  payments  of  {hips,  for  which  there  were  open,  on  the  3 1  ft  of  Auguft, 
eight  hundred  books  and  upwards. 

That  part  of  the  fund  of  old  ttores  is  appropriated  for  certain  payments,  and  the 
navy  board  reduces  the  remainder,  from  time  to  time,  by  their  aiDgn  meats,  at 
they  in  their  difcretion  think  proper. 

That  as  to  the  fum  of  thirty -fix  thoufand  pounds,,  which  appears  to  be  received 
jn  the  cafhier's  branch  on  the  10th  of  Auguft,  and  no  part  of  it  to  be  paid 
away  in  that  month,  the  trcafury  wasv  applied  to  for  that  fum  on  the  8th,  and 
)fTucd  it  upon  the  10th  ;  whereas  it  frequently  happens,  that  the  fum  is  not  iffued 
until  eight  or  ten  days  after  it  is  applied  for;  and  it  appears  that  in  the  new 
month  this  whole  fum,  and  fevenrcen  thoufand  eight  hundred  pounds  and  upwards 
of  another  fum  of  thirty-fix  thoufan*}  pounds,  wa,s  paid  away  for  the  fame 
fcivice. 

Guy  Carle fox,  T,  Brett, 

y.  Anguijh% 
A.  Piggotu 
Sam,  Beacbcrofty 
Geo.  DrummcitJ. 


No.  23. 

The  Examination  of  John  Sladc,   Efquire  \  One  of  the  CommiJ/toners  of  the_  He* 
tualling  OJjicv'y   taken  upon  Oath%  the  '§th  of  December  1 780. 

THIS  cxaminant  faith,  that  the  difference  between  the  treafurer's  balaaxe 
and  the  victualling  board  balance,  in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer,  on  the  31ft 
©f  Auguft  lair,  in  the  victualling  branch,  arifes  from  the  bills  afligned  by 
the  Tic-tuaHing  board  upon  him  far  payment,  and  not  prefented  to  him  ;  they 
are  outflanding  bills,  payable  at  fight,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  tbe  pro* 
pjrictors. 

The  treafurer  never  aflcs  for  money,  in  the  viaualling  branch,  but  bf  & 
Jne&ion  of  the  viaualling  board  ;  when  the  comptroller  of  the  treafurer's  aa~ 
counts  finds  a  fund  nearly  exhaufted,  he  informs  the  board  of  it,  and,  iff  COOK 
iequence  of  that  information,  they  direct  the  treafurer  to  folicit  a  fupplv  fat 
that  fund.  rrJ 

The  fums  received  by  the  treafurer,  arc  kept  under  a  variety  of  heath  of 
fervice ;  the  bills  aligned  under  thefe  heads  of  fervice  are  kept  quite  diftiaA* 
and  bills  under  one  head  of  fervice  are  never  afligned  upon  a  fund  under  ano- 
ther head  of  fervice,  except  in  the  cafe  of  old  floret-,  upon  which  f un*  toil* 
under  any  other  head  are  afligned  according  as  they  may  be  wanted.  Tha 
fund  of  old  (lores  arifes  from  the  fale  of  decayed  ftores  in  the  vi&uaiiiag 
branch,  and  the  board  dire&s  the  treafurer  to  receive  from  the  purchafcra,  the 
juws  thofe  (lores  are  /bid  for. 


J1*  r 

NT*  the  Exchequer,  andtfaVy  Board,  by  his  Paymafter, 
'  £  tified  to  be  paid  to  the  Vi&ualling,  for  the  Service 
>ore  Ellis.  i 
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25th, 
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if- 

664,956 
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17,000  — • 
5,000  — 


3ii«,744  —  — 


22,000  —  — 
40,000 

311,744 

40,000 

40,000  —  — 
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As  the  fum  of  feventeen  thoufand  pounds  to  pay  impreft  and  billf  of  ex- 
change, appearing  in  the  navy  certificate  to  have  been  obtained  on  the  4th  of 
Auguft,  and  no  part  of  it  exhaufted  at  the  end  of  the  month,  it  appears  from 
the  account  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  comptroller,  that  this  fum  was  applied 
for  on  the  31ft  of  July,  and  received  fo  foon  after  as  the  4th  of  Auguft, 
whereas  the  treafury  frequently  do  not  iffue  the  fum  applied  for  until  ten  dayt 
or  a  fortnight  afterwards.  When  that  fum  was  applied  for,  bills  of  exchange 
to  that  amount,  or  thereabouts,  had  been  prefented  to  and  accepted  by  the 
board ;  and  it  appears  that  a  great  part  of  them  were  paid  the  beginning  of 
September.  Bills  of  exchange  are  prefented  to  the  board  every  day  for  ac- 
ceptance. 

Guy  Carktotty  *  J.  Sladk# 

T.  Anguijby 

A.  Piggott, 

Geo*  Drummond* 


No.  24. 

Jl*  Examination  of  John  Bell,  Efquire,  one  of  the  Commijioners  of  the  Sick 
and  Hurt  Office  1  taken  upon  Oath,   ift  December  1780. 

',  THIS  examinant  faith,  That  when  a  fupply  of  money  is  wanted  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  fick  and  hurt  office,  the  board,  by  letter,  defire  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy  to  apply  to  the  treafurer  for  fuch  a  fum  as  they,  to  the  bed  of  their 
judgements,  think  will  be  wanted  under  each  particular  head  of  fervice,  which 
fums  they  endeavour  to  render  as   fmall  as   potfible;   out  of  thefe   fums  the 

[board  affign  bills  upon  the  treafurer  for  payment,  which  bills  are  payable  at 

~4ight.  and  it  is  directed  upon  each  bill  out  of  what  fum  it  is  to  be  paid.     Each 

&ead  of  fervice  is  kept  as  diftinct  as  poflible,  both  as  to  the  bills  affigned,  and 
the  funds  out  of  which  they  are  to  be  paid. 

The  board  takes  care  that  the  treafurer  has  conftantly  in  his  hands  a  fum,  ia 

each  branch  of  fervice,  fuficient  to  anfwer  the  probable  demands  upon  him 
for  that  branch. 

j  Guy  Carleton%  J.  Bell, 

'*         ST.  Angui/h, 

f«         A.  Piggott, 
Rich*  Neave, 
Geo*  Drummond. 


No.  45. 
See  the  annexed  Table  * 
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.   Navy  Office,     An  Account  of  the  Money  certified  hy  the  Treasurer  of  the  Navy's 
31  ft  Auguft  1 780.     Board,  and  Wages  paid  by  him  to  Ships  and  JTards>  as  alfo 
the  \Jl  and  $ifi  of  Augujt  1 780. 

Whereby  he  is  Dr. 

»78o.  £'       s.    d. 

July  31ft.     To  balance  then  remaining       -  -       9565O  00    5I 
Auguft  3d.     To  calh  received,  to  pay  fhips  and 

carry  on  recalls         —        -  —         40000  00  00 

25th.     To  ditto         —         —         —  —         40000  00  00 

29th.     To  ditto         -         —         -  -         40000  00  00 


£•  215650  op  00 


\ 


Cr. 

s. 

d. 

10605 
54 

% 
4 

00 

44 
4*83* 

to 
3 

11 

A.  1781.  DEBATES.  83 

Pqymafter,  to  be  received  by  him  ;  with  the  Afpgnment  of  Bills  from  the  Navy 
fucb  other  Pigments  as  are  mentioned  in  bis  Certificate  thereof  between 

Per  Contra 

By  alignments  From  the  navy  board  on  bills 

By  ditto  on  tickets  or  lifts  for  (hips  befort  they  are  paid 

By  ditto  after  they  are  paid  -  -  —  _ 

By  ditto  for  yards  before  they  are  paid 

fey  ditto  after  they  arc  paid  -  —  - 

By  payments  for  wages  to  fhips,  ordered  to  be  paid  - 

By  ditto  by  recalls 

By  ditto  to  widows  and  relations  of  regiftered  feamen 
•  By  ditto  to  yards,  Deptford 

By  ditto,  Woolwich 

By  ditto,  Chatham 

By  ditto,  Portftnouth 

By  ditto,  Sheernefs 

By  ditto,  Plymouth         -         ~         -         ..  *.         _ 

By  ditto,  Kinfale 

By  ditto,  Harwich 

By  ditto,  remittance  bills  -  -  -  „ 

By  payments  o   Bounty  to  feamen  that  enter  themfclves 
voluntarily  inty  the  fervice 

By  ditto  of  half  pay  to  fca  officers 

By  payments  made  by  the  paymafter,  according  to  his  cer- 
tificates, viz. 

Minifters  +d.  abated  on  fhips  books  «. 

Ditto  on  yard  books  -  -  -  « 

By  ditto,  viz.  chirurgeons  id.  abated  on  venereal  eures 

By  ditto,  viz.  ditto  on  mips  books  -  -^ 

ly  ditto,  viz.  ditto  on  yard  books  _ 

By  ditto,  viz.  ditto  on  flop  cloaths 

By  ditto,  for  abatement  on  fhips  books  for  dead  men's 
Cloaths  - 

By  ditto,  for  ditto  for  tobacco  _  .  „ 

By  ditto,  for  ditto,  for  cheft  at  Chatham 

By  ditto,  for  ditto,  for  Greenwich  Hofpital 


30745     *     5 
1926     3     S 

JI77     4     3 


an   17     9 

21      311 

221   18    10 

34*     3      I 
57   15    10 


201    16      1 
663    16     3 


99i»5     6      8- 
Balance     1 16524  13     9  - 


Of  the  above  balance  remains  for 
wages  —  —  _ 

Of  ditto  for  yards  —  _ 

Of  ditto  for  half  pay  — 

Of  ditto  for  bounty  to  chaplains 


j£.   110281 
—  1290 

4805 
147 


£■     215650  00     si 


9 

4 

6 


9f 


C.  Middleton,  J.  Williams,  T.  B^ett*  G.  Mar's %. 

M  2 


^vr« 
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Na vy  Office,     An  Account  of  the  Monies  certified  by  the  trtafurer  of  the  Navy't 
31ft  Augufl  1780.     otberwife  ;  with  the  Payments  made  by  him  purfuant  to  tht 
of  Augufl  1780. 

The  Treafurer,  Dr. 

178©.  £.       s.    d. 

Auguft.  ift.     To  balance  *f  the  preceding  account  -*  33773      5     4^ 

To  received  of  William  Painter,  for  fweep- 
ings  fold  by  him  between  ift  July  and 

3©th  September  1779  —  —  1    16  00 

ad.     Ditto  of  James  Young,  for  (hips,  fold  be- 
tween ift  July  and  3 oth  September  1779  46a 
Ditto  of  Charles  Frankland,  for  grains,  do. 

and  do.    ,  -  —  —  210    x6     6 

4th.     Received  in  money  out  of  the  finking  fund, 
###01780. 

to  pay  bills  of  exchange  and  im- 
prefts  -  £.  17000  00  00 

-to  pay  necaflary, 


and  extra- neceffary  money, 

and  contingencies         —         5000  o©  00 

7th.     Received  in  exchequer  bills  for  the  fervice 
of  the  year  1780,  and  charged  upon  the 
firft  fupplies  to  be  granted  for  the  year 
1781  -  £.  204000  00  a»G 

In  money  out  of  the  (ink* 

ing  fund,  anno  1780  107744  00  to 


22000  Of  or 


311744  09  o» 


To  pay  three  months  courfe,  ending 

'  3  oth  September  z  7  7  8,  with  intereft 

due  thereon 

j  ith.     To  received  of  fundry  perfons  for  old 

(laves,  Jcc.  fold  by  public  fale,  between 

3  d  December  1778,  and  3  oth  September 

1779  "    -  -  —        #     -  b  4708    14     5I 

30th.  To  received  of  John  Knowls,  of  his  Majes- 
ty's hired  tranfport  Admonition,  he  be- 
ing fo  much  debtor  in  the  balance  of  his 
account  for  vi&ualling  foldiers  between 
1 8th  February  1775,  and  18  th  January 
1779      .  -  -  ""  81  00  11 

To  over  afiigned,  5th  July  1780  -  34  00  00 

£•37*557   19     Si 
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Cajbierfor  the  Vi8uaUing,  to  he  received  by  him  from  the  Paymafier^  &r 
Warrant  of  the  Commijioners  of  the  ViHualling^  betvteen.  the  \ft  and^ift 


Per  Contra  Cr. 

£-  *  * 

perfect  bills  afligned  in  this  month  '    -  -  314027  14       i£ 

bills  of  Exchange  and  imprefts  ditto  -  -  5220       6  o 

Balance     53309  19  3  J 


£•  372557     **       5t 


\  aforefaid   balance  remains  out  of  the  following 
funds,  viz. 

£-     s.     d.       • 

000  o  o  Received  ift  July,  1779,1a  money,  out 
of  contributions  to  annuities,  anno 
177*,  to  pay  lhort  allowance 
158  t  it  Received  15th  June,  1780,  out  of  do. 
fund,  anno  1780,  to  pay  officers,  la- 
bourers, &c. 

o  Received  24th  May,  1780,  out  of  do. 
fund  to  pay  bills  of  exchange,  &c. 

o  Received  5th  July,  1780,  out  of  do.  to 
pay  do.  - 

O  Received  5th  July,  i78o,,outof  do.  to 
pay  neceffary  money  - 

o  Received  4th  Auguft,  1780,  out  of  the 
(inking  fund,  anno  1780,  to  pay  bills 
of  exchange,  &c. 

O  Received  4th  Auguft,  1780,  out  of  do. 
to  pay  neceffary  money 

O  Received  7th  Auguft,  1780,  in  money 
and  exchequer  bills,  to  pay  bills  in 
courfe  • 

J3*        5       °l  Received  of  Mr.  Oakes  and  others,  be- 
ing old  (lore  money 


000 

0 

500 

-0 

OOO 

0 

30O 

0 

>oo 

0 

744 

0 

£ 

s. 

J. 

450 

0 

0 

366 

4 

4 

34 

0 

O 

2813 

* 

7i 

3024 

1% 

3 

17000 

0 

0 

JOOO 

0 

0 

2689 

8 

o| 

21932 

5 

°* 

£-   533C9      19        3| 
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88  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  178!.  |, 

No.  17. 
State  of  the  Right  Honourable  Welbore  Ellis's  Account,  at    |ji 

Receipts  and  payments  in  the  paymaftcr'i 

1780,                                                                                                   £-  *.  d- 

"Sept.    ift.     To  balance  ef  account,  dated  31ft  Aug.  1789  116524  13  %\ 
*Oth«     To  cafh   received  to   pay  fhips  and  carry  on 

recalls              -  40000  O  0 
To  ditto  to   pay  one  quarter's  wages  to  the 

yards,  ending  30th  June,  1780           -  126700  o      o 

^  283224     13       9| 


IN   THE    CASHIER'S 
1780.  £.    •  s.      d. 

Sept*    ift.     To  balance  of  account,  dated  31ft  Aug.  1789,    152972       o      $| 
To  cafh  received  at  the  exchequer,  for  the 
fervices  following : 
On  the  head  of  wear  and  tear. 
To  pay  the  agents  for  neutral 
fhips,   for  value  of  their 
cargoes,  and  expences  of       £ .       s.       d* 
their  detention  -  1000O       o       « 

On  the  head. of  wages. 
To    pay    for     medicines, 
bedding,  provifions  for 
hofpitals,  and  hofpital        £.       s.     d. 
fhips  -  1 5000     O      o 

To  pay  for  fubfiftence,  &c.  ' 

of  French   officers  and 
feamen  detained  m  Eng- 
land —  5000     00 
To  pay  for  fubfiftence,  &c. 

of  rebel  prifoners  1 500     o      O 


21500       o       O 


3ISOO 


14th.    To  cafh  received  of  fundries,  towards  clearing 

imprefls  -  -  14       %       q 

To  cafh  received  for  flores  fold  -  134     i»       3 

To  fundry  abatements  and  bills  taken  i&  to 

clear  impress  -  •  9065     16       if 


1781. 


X>    E    B    A  T    E    S, 


89 


eafurer  of  the  'Navy  for  the  Month  of  September,  1780. 

ahch,  between  the  1  ft  aid  30th  September,   1789. 

80. 

Dt.     By  caih  paid  for  wages  this  month 

yarcjs  r  » 

half  pay 


Balance  the  30th  September,  1789 


£.  s.  d 

63963  7  8 

*9357  «*  3f 

1441  7  7 


J9476I 
188463 


/• 

s. 

d> 

.For  wages         -        -        86318 

0 

1 

yards         -          -          98633 

1 1 

10 

half  pay        -        -        3364 

0 

i\ 

bounty  to  chaplains         147 

13 

6 

188463 


RANCH. 

1780,                                                            £.  s.  dP 

pt. "  By  perfect  biHs  paid  this  month  525813  12  3 

By  impreft  bills  paid  this  month   195736  4  1 


By  perfect  bills,  fick  and  hurt, 

paid  this  month 

«974 

7 

6 

By  impreft  bills,  fick  and  hurt, 

paid  this  month          -         r 

10620 

10 

3 

tb»  By  cafli  paid  out  of  money  arifen  by  the  fale  of  old 
(lores,  purfuant  to  his  Majefty's  fign  manual,  for 
demurrage  and  expences  on  account  of  the  deten- 
tion of  the  Dutch  fhip  Vrow  Judith 
th  By  calh  iftued  to  Mr.  Swaffield,  on  the  head  of  vie? 
tualling,  to  pay  part  of  three  months  courfe,  end- 
ing 31ft  December,  1778,  with  intereft  due 
thereon         -  -  -  .       ? 

J.         s.       d. 
87500       o       o  In  exchequer  bills, 
220550       o       o  In  money. 


10594     17 


99 


308050       00  „ 

th     By  caih  iftued   to  the  pay  mailer,   for  the  fervice* 

following  :  £.         j.        d. 

On  the  head  of  wear  and  ter         113100       o         o 

Ordinary  •  13600       o        o 


Vol.  II. 


N 


1 


283224     13       *f 


721549      16       4 


id 


308P5Q       o       • 


H67OO         Q         4 


^ 


90  Parliamentary         'a.  1781, 

.     I78O.  £•  Sm  d% 

'Sept.  15th.    To   cafli  received  at  the   Exchequer  for  the 
fe  1  vices  following  : 
To  pay  part  of  three  months  courfe,  ending 
31ft   December,    1778,    with   mtereft    due 
thereon,  viz. 
On  the  head  of  wear  and         £•        s9       d, 
tear,  tranfports,  wages       572754      9       x| 
Victualling         -  -  308050      o      o 

£.         s.       d. . $80804        *       *\ 

250000        o       o    In  exchequer  bills. 
63O796      18       j6*  In  money. 

7     10       7    Out  of  duty  on  gum  Senega. 

880804       9        ij 
tOth.  To  cam1  received  at  the    exchequer,  for  the 
fervices  following,  viz. 
To  pay  in  full  three  months  courfe,  ending 
31ft  Dec.  1778,  with  intereft  due  thereon » 
On  the  head  of  wear,        £9      s,     d. 
tear,  tranfports,  wages  64645    10   io| 

Vi&uallrng       -         347.5°     OO         £-        s.       d. 

99395      l°     l0i 

To  pay  one  quarter's  wages 
to  the  artificers,  labourers, 
&c\  of  the  dock  and  rope 
yards,  due  24th  June  laft. 

£•      '•    A 

On  the  head  of  wear  &  tear  x  1 3  1 00     o     o 

'Ordinary  13600     o     o 

•    ■       126700      00  ' 

On  the  head  of  victualling. 
To  pay  the  officers,  labourers, 
&c.    one  quaiter's    wages, 
due  at  Midfummer  laft  X85OO       O       6 

To  be  imprefted  to  Gabriel 
Steward,  Efq.  paymafter  of 
marines,  on  account  of  the 
marine  fervice  -  22OOO       O       o 

On  the  head  of  wages. 
To  pay  (hips  and  carry  on  recalls  4OOOQ       o 


23d.    To  cam  received  at  the  exchequer  on  the  head 
of  wear  and  tear,  viz. 
To  pay  imprefts  and  bills  of  exchange        -  36OOO 

*5th.  To  ca(h  received  at  the  exchequer  for  the  fer? 
vices  following}  viz. 
On  the  head  of  ordinary.     • 
To  pay  one  quarter's  falary 
due  to  the  lord's  commit* 
fioncn  of  the  admiralty, 


306595      10     10J 


L  1781.  DEBATES.  91 

1780.  J.      u      d. 

By  caih  iflued  to  Mr.  Swaffield,  for  the  fcrvicct  foU 
lowing : 
To  pay  in  full  three  months 

courfc,  ending  3 1  ft  Decern-       £.       s.       dm 
ber,  1 1 7  8,  with  intereft  due 
thereon  -  -  3475<>       °       O 

To  pay  labourers,  &c.  a  quar- 
ter's wages,  due  at  Midfum- 
merlaft  -  -  185OO       OO 

ept.  53250      o      o 

bth.     By  calh  iflued  to  the  pay  mailer  on  the  head  of 

,  wages,  to  pay  fhips  and  carry  on  recalls         -  40000       o       9 


Carried  forward  1  a 70a 4 1      19     n 


9* 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781. 

the  commiflioners   and  o- 

thcr  officers  pf  the  navy,      £•       s,       d. 


the  29th  inftant-        -  >       10000       o       o 

On  the  head  of  wages. 

£•     '■    * 

To  pay  flag 

pay,  &c. 

I5OOO       O      O 

To  pay  the  commilfioners 

of  the  fick  and  hurt  of- 

fice,     thei 

r     fecretary, 

clerks,  &c 

.  a   quarter's 

(alary,  due 

29th  inftant 

680    0    e> 

To  pay   foi 

■   fubfiftence, 

&c«   of   French  officers 

and  feamen  detained  in 

England 

- 

8000    0    0 

To  pay    for   fubfiftence, 

/ 

&c.  of  Spanifli  officers 

juid  feamen  detained  in 

England 

- 

500c    0    0 

£• 

j. 

d. 

.Sept.  30th. 

To  cafti  of  fundries  towards  clearing  imprefts 
To  caih  received  of  fundries  for  old  and  new 

38680 
20 

0 

18 

0 

4 

ftores  fold 

- 

»73 

9 

I 

To  an  abatement  out  of  a  perfect  bill 

40 

0 

0 

To   fundry  s 

abatements  and  bills  taken  in  to 

clear  imprefts         • 

X 

39971 

* 

s 

49597* 

6 

4i 

1780. 

IN    THE    VICTUALLING 

5ept.  1  ft. 

To   balance 

of  account,   dated   31ft  Auguft, 

£- 

j. 

3. 

1780 

- 

79444 

*7 

6} 

15th. 

To  received  at  the  exchequer      £ .       s*       d. 
in  exchequer  bills       -        87500       0       0 

In  monfcy 

220550       0       0 

To  pay  part  of  three  months  courfe,  ending 

31ft  Dec.  177S,  with  intereft  due  thereon     308050       o       • 
20th.    To  caih  received  at  the  exchequer  for  the  fer- 
vices  following: 
To  pay  in  full  three  months 

courfe,   ending  31ft  Dec. 

1778,  with  intereft  thereon  34750       o       o 
To  pay  the  officers,  labourers, 

&c.  one  quarter's  wages, 

due  at  Midfummer  laft  18500       o       o 


53250 


30 tli.   To    caih   received  of  fundries  for  ftores  and 

offal  fold  -  -  .  •  58130! 

To  fundry  abatements  out  of  perfect  bills  -  4x9  9  n| 
To  fundry  abatements,  and  bills  taken  in  to 

clear  imprefts         •  30418     15  H 


;  1781.  ^DEBATES.         '  93 

Brought  forward     1270243  19   ci 

1  Balance         225278  o       5J 

I49S97*  o"      4l 


RANCH. 
80. 

pt.             By  paid  perfect  biUi,  &c. 

Balance 

£• 

365496 
106155 

s. 
6 

10 

d. 
1 
4* 

Remaning 
In  the  hands  of  right  honourable        £• 
Welbore  Ellis         -         -            68349 
Do.  of  Mr.  Swaffield           •           37805 

s. 
15 

d. 
6 

47 165 1 

16 

5J 

106155 

10 

4* 

Balance  of  the  pay  branch 
of  the  cafhier's  do. 
•f  the  victualling  do* 

188463 
225728 
106159 

6 

0 
10 

\ 

Total  balance 

520346 

16 

11 

N*.  28' 
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PARLIAMENTARY 

No.  28. 


A.  1781. 


;  Navy-Office,  8th  December,  1780. 

An  Account  of  the  total  Sums  received  and  paid  by  the  Treafurer  of  the  Navy, 
for  every  Months  from  the  \fi  January,  1779  to  the  t^yJI  Augufi,  1780; 
-with  the  Total  of  the  Balances  remaining  in  his  Hands  at  the  End  of  each 
Month,  as  they  appear  in  the  Monthly  Accounts  tranfmitted  by  the  Navy 
Board  to  the  Treafury  during  that  Period.  Prepared  purfuant  to  a  Prh 
cept  of  the  CommtJJioners  of  Accounts,  dated  30/0  November,  1780^ 


Tear. 

Months. 

Received. 

1778 

December 

remaining 

£.       s.    d. 

1779 

January 
February 

278331   12     7i: 

1 19823     4    4: 

March 

316718   13     2]: 

April 

248035   17     3- 

May 

296513   15     3 

.  June 

426761     4    7| 
950680    6  u| 

July 

Auguft 

I5343I     6    9 

September 
O&ober 

295619    6    54 

985689  12    3J 

November 

198550  12  11 

December 

429905  15  11} 

1780 

January 
February 

192941  15  ioj 

206621     1  n| 

March 

280612  14  11 

April 

249791     9    c| 

May 

870549    0     8£ 

June 

316391     1     7^ 

HA 

264206    0    9I 

Auguft 

XI39584    5  IO* 

Paul. 


£. 

286829 
190106 
216841 
263594 
306304 
285118 
1076222 

^3374 
222612 
1056797 
189024 
252747 

3243^4 
223511 

206180 

309776 

8377S2 
329338 

285780 

i 1 13694 


/• 


Balance. 

£.       s.  .    it 

*9989S    8°i 

I9I397  l7  3t 
121114  10  10 
220991  17    3 

*°S433     9  "| 
195645     6    6J 
337287  15    t 
211745     8    & 

l8l802     12      $; 

254809  16    O: 

183701  19  .  i.| 

193228    2  n 
370386  18    5 

238984   5  H|; 


222O93  14 
296526  20 
236541  10 
269338  9 
256391   4 

234816  8 
260706    x 


Cha.  Middleton,  J.  Williams,  Geo.  Marsh,  T.  Brett* 

No.  29. 

An  Account  of  the  Public  Money  iffuedfrom  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  h 
the  following  Treafurers  of  the  Navy,  by  Way  of '  Imprejt,  and  upon  Account, 
from  the  \jt  Day  of  January,  1756,  to  the  30/A  Day  of  September,  1780. 


George  Grenvi lie,  Efq. 
William  Lord  Vifcount  Barrington 
Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart. 
Welbore  Ellis,  Efq. 


25265282 
03387^0 

8387744  xi 
*545*77*  6 
16781217 


2 
4 


n 


r 

X 


¥«Wrw^ 


D    E    B    A    T 

February  27  and  2& 


E    S. 


L4»  17S1. 

J 

No  Debate. 

;  March  I. 
A  (hort  debate  arofe  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Minchin,  for  appointing  a  commiffion  of  the 
peace  to  aft  in  cafes  of  riot  and  in  furred  ion,  Without  having 
the  ufual  powers  of  .juftices  conveyed  to  them  by  the  writ 
Entitled  dedimus  poteftatem. 

Mr.  B amber  Gafcoigne  faid  he  had  fome  objeftion  to  the 
1>ill,  becaufe  though  it  held  out  the  idea  of  its  being  intended 
only  to  impower  magiftrates  to  aft  in  cafes  of  riot  and  infur- 
yeftion,  yet  the  bill  was  fo  loofely  exprefted,  and  fo  un- 
jjuarded,  that  thefe  juftices,  without  taking  the  oaths  necef-, 
.  Tary  to  a  dedimus  poteftatem^  would  be  enabled  to  aft  in  all  the 
i  Situations  and  all  the  powers  of  the  magiftrates  who  had  taken 
{ thefe  oaths. 

y T   Mr.  Minchin  explained  the  miftake  of  the  honourable  gen- 
I  tie  man  in  this  refpeft,  and  ftated  that  the  magiftrates  to  be 
[appointed  under  this  aft  could  not  be  intitled  to  aft,  but  in 
[cafes  where  the  common  magiftrate  neglefted  hisdnry. 
*:■      Mr.  *Turner  conceived  that  this  new  mode  of  appointing 
\  magiftrates   would    not    produce  the  falutary  purpofes   for 
1  which  it  was  intended  ;  but  it  would  produce  one  material 
inconvenience,  for  the  interference  of  thefe  new  magiftrates 
Would  difguft  thofe  who  take  upon  them  the  laborious  func- 
tions of  the  office,  and  who  in  the  country  are  generally  men 
«sf  fortune,  charafter,  and  refpeft.    He  was  alfo  aporehenfive, 
that  by  this  aft,  men  of  low  condition,  and  fufpicious  cha- 
rafter, might  creep  into  the  commiflion  of  the  peace,  and  ren- 
der the  magiftracy  of  the  country  as  defpicable  as  that  of 
Weftminfter. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  faid  that  the  bill  was  put  upon  very  high 
ground  indeed,  for  it  was  to  prevent  the  interference  of  the 
militaiv  power  in  all  cafe*,  by  fuperfeding  the  neceffity  of 
their  interference.  This  he  confidered  as  an  improper  idea, 
ilnce,  undoubtedly,  occafions  might  arife,  to  which  nothing 
but  the  military  power  could  be  adequate. 

Mr.  Minchin  faid  it  was  not  the  meaning  nor  the  tendency 
of  the  bill  to  fay,  that  the  interference  of  the  military  would 
at  all  times  be  rendered  unneceffhry.  Its  meaning  was  to 
prevent  th°  interference  of  the  military  power  in  the  manner 
*  which  we  faw  it  laft  fummer,  and  that  it  Ihould  never  be 
^kerted  again  unlefs  under  the  controul  and  authority  of  the 
£ivil  magiftrate.     la  anfwer  to  what  his  honourable  friend, 

Mr. 


95 


Mr. 

Bambcr 
Gafcoigne. 


Mr. 

Minchia. 


Mr. 
Turner. 


Sir  Grey 
Cooper, 


Mr. 

Minchin. 
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Mr.  Turner,  had  faid,  that  the  prefcnt  magiftrates  would  be 
offended  by  the  interference  of  thofe  under  the  com  mi  flion, 
he  obferved,  that  they  would  never  interfere,  unlefs  when  the 
magiftrate  failed  to  do  his  duty,  and  in  fuch  cafe  an  infult 
would  be  proper,  becaufe  it  would  be  merited. 
The  bill  paffed. 

March  2. 
Mr.  Robinfon  (chairman  of  the  committee  who  tried  a 
petition  refpecVmg  the  election  at  Bridgewater)  reported 
that  Mr.  Poulett  and  Mr.  Ackland  were  defied,  and  that 
Mr  Mr.  Allen  was  not  elected;  upon  which,  Mr.  Poulett  rofe 
and  congratulated  the  Houfe  on  the  fpirit  and  virtue  with 
^vhich  the  Grenville  act  was  carried  into  execution.  The 
gentlemen  who  fat  on  the  committee,  the  report  of  whiqb 
had  jult  been  made,  he  faid,  had  done  themfelves  great  ho- 
nour by  their  decifion;  but  he  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that 
as  no  evidence  had  been  adduced  tending  to  affect  his  elec- 
tion, the  committee  had  not  declared  the  petition  frivolous 
and  vexatious.  He,  therefore,  could  not  but  confider  that 
fome  ftain  remained  on  his  character,  and  fhould  take  the 
liberty  of  troubling  the  Houfe  with  a  few  words  on  the  fub- 
ject. 
Jit.  Baker.  Mr.  Baker  called  him  to  order,  and  faid  he  conceived,  as 
the  Grenville  act  put  the  whole  jurifdiction  upon  election 
petitions  into  the  hands  of  a  committee,  no  gentleman  was 
warranted  to  impeach  the  proceedings  of , any  committee, 
without  making  fome  regular  motion  to  brjng  all  their  mi- 
nutes, papers,  &c.  and  the  clerk  of  the  committee,  before  the 
Houfe.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  any  fuch  motion 
to  offer,  well  and  good;  if  not,  he  ihould  confider  his  ad- 
verting to  any  pad  tranfaction,  that  had  reference  to  the  late 
eleclion,  as  highly  diforderly.  » 

The  Speaker  confirmed  all  thajt  Mr.  Baker  had  advanced. 
Mr.  Poulett  rofe  again  and  attempted  to  proceed. 
&ft.Fowys.      Mr.  Pcwys  called  him  to  order,  and  afked  if  he  had  any 
motion  to  make;  if  he  had,  begged  he  would  make  it  then. 
L<y<*  Lord  Bcauchamp  faid,  Mr.  roulett  had  been  put  to  great 

IcAiichamp.  expcnce  jn  feeing  counfel,  bringing  witneffes  to  town,  &c. 
and  all  he  meant,  if  he  underftood  him  rightly,  was  to  make 
it  appear  that  he  had  been  ill  treated. 
The  The  Speaker  interrupted  the  noble  lord,  to  declare  that  he 

Speaker.    never  was  more  clear  in  any  opinion  that  he  had  evor  formed, 
than  that  every  part  of  the  confideration  touching  electiort 
cafes,  was,  by  the  Grenville  act,  taken  out  of  the  Houfe, 
3  and 
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and  the  whole  judicature  delegated  to  a  committee.  It  there- 
fore neither  concerned  the  Houfe,  whether  the  decifion  was 
junjuft,  whether  one  party  was  injured,  or  put  to  unneceflary 
expence,  or  any  other  point  that  had  the  leaft  relation  to 
the  petition;  the  law  was,  that  the  committee  were  to  try 
and  report,  and  by  their  report  the  Houfe  muft  neceflarily  be 
governed. 

This  reafon  was  acquiefced  in  by  the  Houfe. 

Adjourned  to  March  5. 

March  5.  . 

Mr,  Jenkinjori)  fecretary  at  war,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  Mr.Tenk: 
in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  balloting  for  the  militia,  ion. 
*He  faid,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  militia  eftahlifliement, 
the  time  of  fervice  of  great  numbers  expired  at  once,  by 
/which  the  corps  were  confiderably  weaked  till  recruited  by 
.the  new  ballots.  Thefe  periodical  difbandments  were  ex- 
ceedingly dangerous  to  the  ftate,  by  reafon  that  they  ufually 
occur  in  the  midft  of  a  campaign,  as  would  be  the  cafe  in  the 
fummer  of  this"  year  when  fo  large  a  number  as  12,300  mi- 
litia muft  be  difcharged.  He  thought  it  neceflary  to  trouble 
the  Houfe  with  the  bill  now  moved  for,  the  fcope  of  which 
was  to  enable  the  militia  corps  to  raife  recruits  by  ballot, 
four  months  before  they  fhould  be  decreafed  by  the  time  of 
Service  expiring ;  fo  that  on  the  difbanding  of  any  number  of 
iroops  they  might,  be  immediately  reinforced  by  the  new 
levies. 

'  An  2&  had  pafled  in  the  year  17^0,  by  which  the  feveral 
corps  had  it  in  their  power  to  ballot  for  the  men  that  would  be 
wanted,  four  months  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the 
militia  men  whole  places  were  to  be  fupplied.  Several  co- 
lonels had  taken  advantage  of  this  a£t,  and  were  now  com- 
pleating  their  corps  by  that  mode.  He  wifhed  to  make  it 
general;  and  for  that  purpofe  it  was,  that  he  wifhed  to  bring 
in  a  bill.  If  it  was  fpeedily  pafled,  the  whole  corps  might 
be  compleated  within  two  months.  He  concluded  with  mov- 
ing, that  leave,  &c. 

Sir  George  Tonge  did  not  objeft  to  the  bill,  but  complained  Sir  Gear] 
of  the  militia  being  fent  out  of  their  own  counties,  and  to  Yonic' 
diftant  places. 

Sir  Edward  djlky  faid,  the  militia  was  become  exceed-  s-ir  Edwa 
ingly  burthenfome  to  the  country;  and,  in  his  opinion,  the  Aftlcy. 
power  that  was  vefted  in  deputy-lieutenants  and  colonels  to 
object  to  men.     He  complained  of  the  enormous  fums  that 
were  given  for  fubftitutes,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
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regular  fervice.  To  prevent  this  evil,  he  faid,  that  every 
militia  man,  who  had  ierved  three  years,  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  ferve  again  as  a  fubftitute  during  the  next  three 
years, 
Mr. Turner  *  Mr.  'Turner  declared,  that  he  wculd  object  to  every  part 
of  the  bill  propofed.  Jt  wa  his  ulea  that  noy  motion  nor 
proportion  whatever  lliould  be  mrde  refpe£ring  the  militia, 
without  giving  due  notice  to  the  Houfe.  He  had  given  this 
advice  in  the  la  ft  Parliament;  and  he  trufted  that  regulations, 
tending  to  difturb  the  country,  would  not  be  adopted  with- 
out the  incft  mature  difcuflion. 

Leave  was  granted;    and  Air.  Jenkinfon  having  prepared 
the  bill,  he.  brought  it  up,  and  it  was  read  a  firft  time. 
Mr.  shcr-       ^r*    Sbcridun   now  rofe,  agreeable  to   his   intimation,  to 
dan.  offer  his  proportions   rei  peering  the  police  of  Weftminifter. 

He  began  with  faying,  that  if  lie  had  prefumed  to  offer  his 
fentiments  to  the  Houfe  on  this  fubj^dt  at  the  opening  of 
Parliament,  he  fhould  have  ie.lt  the  ntceflity  of  apologizing 
for  the  prefumpcion  of  taking  up  the  matter;  iince  afrer  the 
recol  Let  ion  of  the  dreadful  tumults  which  ravaged  and  dif- 
-  graced  the  metropolis  in  the  mouth  of  June  Jail,  he  ihould 
have  naturally  conceive:!  that  fome  gentleman,  pf  more  ex- 
perience and  more  weight  than  himlelf,  would  have  thought 
it  worthy  his  own  attention,  as  well  as  thai  of  the 'Houfe. 
But  as  iolong  a  time  hadelripfed,  and  no  gentlem  mhad  under- 
taken the  important  confutation,  he  thought  himfelf  both 
juftified  and  called  upon  to  the  tnfk.  The  police  of  every 
country  was  an  object  of  importance.  [Gentlemen  would 
underhand  what  he  meant  by  the  term  police;  it  was  not  an 
expreffion  («f  our  law,  or  of  our  language,  but  was  perfectly 
underftooJ.J  In  a  .'efpotic  country,  where  the  laws  were 
regulated  by  the  will  of  the  fovereign,  the  view  and  purpofe 
of  the  police  is  to  give  comfort  and  fecurity  to  the  fubi^dt, 
and,  perhaps,  to  furniili  fecret  i. .formation  to  the  rulers. 
In  a  conliitution  of  liberty?  like  that  of  Britain,  it  was  the 
duty  and  the  object  of  tiie  people  to  prefer  the  effentials  of  free- 
dom to  the  comforts  of  eafe;  and  they  were  not  to  purchafe 
internal  protection  at  the  expence  of  flavery.  It  is  not  a/ 
dead  and  ilavi/h  qiiet;  it  is  not  a  paflive  calm  and  iubmif- 
fjpn  that  is  the  ultimate  obje£  of  police  in  fuch  a  flate;  but 
as  much  good  order  as  is  cniiftent  with  the  active,  bufv,and 
bu filing  genius  of  liberty.  Th^y  were  not  to  be  awed  into 
fubmiffion  by  a  military  dependant  on  the  will  of  one  man,, 
to  whom. they  delegated  their  power;  nor  to  conftitute  a 
police  which  only  could  derive  maintenance  and  effedt  by 
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the  intervention  of  arms.     It  was  for  this  purpofe,  that  the 

legiflature  of  Great  Britain  prudently  and  wiieiy  eliablifhed 

a  military  power  only  for  the, duration  of  one  year,  or  rather 

they  fufpended  the  illegality  of  the  military  power  for  a  year. 

It  was  for  this,  that  they  would   intrult   no  permanent  and 

durable  military  in  the  han«is  of  the  crown,  but  preierved  to 

themfelves  the  fecurity   of   efcape   whenever  th.it  military 

fliould  be  mifapplied   to  objects   for  which  it  was   not   de- 

figned.     The  police  of  Weftminfter,  in  its  prefent  condition, 

was  wretched  and  miferable.     Its  ftate  was  too  well  known 

to  every  gentleman  who  heard  him,  to  require  defcription  : 

its  weaknefs  and  ineffic:.cy  were  too  fever^ly  felt  at  the  late 

dreadful  period,  to   be  depended   upon   in  future.     To   that 

we  were  to  afcribe  the  riots  and  the  outrages  that  had  broke 

forth  in  June  laft,  and  which  had  raged  without  control  for 

many  days.     To  that  we  were  to  afcribe  the  order  which  had 

been  iffued  to  the  military   to  a£r.  without  waiting   for  the 

}  Orders  of  the  civil  power.     To  that  we  were  to  alcrihe  the 

:  eftablifhment  of   military   power  in  this  country   lor  four 

t  months,  and  its  being  extended  to  every  part  of  the  country. 

»  It  was  the  police  of  Weftminifter  that   had  given  ri'e  to  all 

i  ihefe  calamities  and  alarms;  and  yet  not  one  meufure  had 

been  taken,  nor  one  attempt  made,  to  correft  that  police,  or 

to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  fame  dangers. 

He  was  aware,  that  it  mig'n  be  faid,  that  if  the  negligence 
and  the  incapacity  of  the  civil  power  of  Weftminlter  had 
contributed  fo  much  to  thefe  evils,  the  fame  imputation  ought 
to  be  thrown  upon  the  magiftracy  of  the  city  of  London  ; 
fince  the  tumults  had  reigned  with  equal  impunity  in  that 
city,  and  with  equal  confequences.  To  this  he  could  only 
fay,  that  he  could  not  forget,  for  a  moment,  that  the  tumults 
began  in  the  city  of  Weftminfter  ;  that  there  they  had  their 
fmall  beginnings,  and  that  there  th^y  might  have  been  checked 
with  lefs  exertion  than  in  the  fubfequent  progrifs  of  their  ac- 
cumulating force.  But  the  fucceis  of  the  riors  in  thv  city  of 
London,  had  been  afcribed  to  the  want  of  condu&  and  courage 
in  the  chief  magiftrate.  It  was  to  him,  and  not  to  ihe  civil 
power  in  general  of  that  city,  that  the  blame  was  given.  By 
the  fame  mode  of  reafoning,  he  would  be  permitted  to  fav, 
that  if  the  chief  magiftrate  of  the  city  of  London  was  con- 
demned for  not  having  animated  and  directed  the  refiftance, 
the  chief  magiftrate  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  ought  aifo  to 
be  charged  with  inattention  and  inardtivity  in  thoie  fcenes. 
If  refpon Ability  was  to  be  proportioned  to  truft,  which  cer- 
tainly was  the  rule  and  meafure  of  Juftice,  the  lord  lieute- 
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nant  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  was  infinitely  more  crimi- 
nal and  guilty  than  any   other  man;  becaufe  his  obligations 
and  his  powers  were  greater.     Inverted  with  the    important 
truft  of  appointing  and  regulating  the  civil  power,  it  was  his 
duty  to  fee  that  the  magiftrates  and  the  officers  which  he  had 
put  into  the  commiffion,  did  their  duty  to   their  country ; 
and  if  they  did  not,  he  ought  to  have  colledled  them  toge- 
ther, to.  have  appointed  them-  their  flations,  and  to  have  put 
them  into  aclive  employment.     If  it  fhould  be  faid  that  the 
noble  duke  could  have  done  no   fervice  to  the  kingdom  by 
fuch  a  meafure  at  that  moment,  becaufe  the  magiftrates  were 
fuch  that  they  would  have  difobeyed  his  orders,  then  he  would 
beg  leave  to  a(k,  why  were  fuch  magiftrates  put    into  the 
commiffion?  The  crime  was  equally  enormous  in  either  cafe. 
If  it  fhould  be  faid,  that  the  office  of  a  magiftrate  in  this  city 
was  fo  exceedingly  troublefome  and  offenfive,  that  gentlemen 
of  character  and  fortune  could  not  be  found  to  enter  on  it, 
then  he  would  afk,  why  had   no  meafures  been  taken  to  put 
the 'police  on  a  more  refpeftable  footing?  and  "after  the  me- 
lancholy experience  that  you  have  had,  how  comes  it  nothing 
has  been  done  fince?"  This  is  the  material  queftion  ;  for  at 
ter  the  fatal  experience  which  we  have  had,  it  became  an  in- 
difpenfable  duty  of  government,  and  of  the  officer  of  the 
crown  to    whom  the  regulation  of  the  police  of  Middlefex 
was  intrufted,  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  recurring  again  to 
the  alarming  expedient  that  had  been  ufed  in  June  laft.  Was 
not  the  conduct  of  that  man  or  men,  criminal,  who  had  per- 
mitted thofe  juftices  to  continue  in  the  commiffion  ?  Men  of 
tried   inability  and   convicted  depravity  !    Had   no    attempt 
been  made  to  eftablifh  fome  more  effectual  fyftem  of  police, 
in  order  that  we  might  ft  ill  depend  upon  the  remedy  of  the 
bayonet;  and  that  the  military  power  might  be   called  into 
the  aid  of  contrived  weaknefs  and  deliberate  inattention  ?  It 
might,  perhaps,  be  the  wifh  of  fome,  that  the  fubje<St  might 
be  familiarifed  to  the  ufe  of  the  foldier;  and  that,  uponocca- 
fions  leis  alatming  than  the  laft,  they  might  refort  again  to 
the  fame  remedy.     It  was  a  matter  pretty  well  known,  that 
orders  of  a  nature  not  diffimiliar  to  thofe  of  June  laft,  were 
given  to  the  military  on  the  acquittal  of  Lord  George  Gor- 
don.   Orderly  ferjeants  were  attending  in  Weftminfter-Hall; 
the  courts  of  juftice  were  befet  with  foldiers  ;  and  the  guards 
were  all  in  readinefs  to  a&  in  cafe  of  neceffity.     He  did  not 
aflert  this  as  an  imputation  upon  government*     He  did  not 
fay  that  they  ought  to  have  flood  by,  tame  fpedlators,  and 
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^beheld  the  city  fet  on  fire  ere  they  began  to  a£t.  He  onlv 
wifhed  to  (hew  from  this  circumllance,  that  the  weaknefs  of 
the  civil  power  was  recognifed  by  government ;  that  they 
acknowledged  the  incapacity,  and  applied  again  to  the  fame 
remedy,  unconflitutibnal  as  it  was,  before  the  neceiftty  was 
afcertained. 

There  were  only  two  reafonahle  excufes  that  could  be 
affigned  for  the  conduct  of  government,  in  iffuing  the  orders 
that  they  did  to  the  military  power.  The  firll  was,  that 
they  conceived  that  the  riots  were  not  produced  by  thofe 
men  who  had  aflembled  around  the  f  loufe,  iniligated  hy  re- 
ligious enthufiafm,  and  impelled  by  the  frenzy  of  apprehen- 
five  zeal ;  nor  yet  by  a  fet  of  vagrants  and  abandoned  cha- 
racters who  had  induftrioufly  mingled  with  the  original  mul- 
titude, and  taken  advantage  of  the  occaflon  to  commit  holti- 
litites  and  depredations  on  the  metropolis ;  but  that  they 
were  the  effedr.  of  a  deliberate  and  deep-laid  fcheme  ;  a,  con- 
spiracy, contrived  by  the  enemies  of  this  country,  with  the 
intention  of  fpreading  plague,  peftilence,  and  famine  over  this 
kingdom;  to  Jay  the  metropolis  in  afhes ;  and  to  ftrike  at 
the  very  foundation  of  our  wealth  and  credit  as  a  nation. 
If  fuch  was  the  fentiment  of  government,  they  might  be  juf- 
tified  in  applying  the  means  which  were  in  their  power  for 
deftroying  the  diabolical  fcheme.  If  fuch  was  the  truth,  we 
fhould  have  recourfe  to  every  expedient;  we  fhould  have 
regiments  planted  in  our  churches,  picquet  guards  in  oar 
Squares,  and  centinels  inftead  of  watchmen  in  our  ftreets. 
This  was  the  fentiment  and  the  opinion  which  had  been  pro- 
pagated by  government,  as  their  excufe  and  their  commen- 
dation. A  grave  and  venerable  chief  juftice  had  pronounced 
this  affertion  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers ;  and  another  chief  juf- 
tice had  delivered  it  from  the  bench  ;  and  on  this  refpe&able 
authority,  the  world  are  defired  to  believe,  that  the  whole 
was  a  .fyftematic  confpiracy  of  the  enemy,  levelled  at  the 
being  and  exigence  of  the  empire.  This  was  an  opinion 
which,  if  it  was  true,  would  jr.ftify  the  exertions  which  had 
been  made;  it  was  at  the  fame  time  a  dodirine  which  he,  for 
his  part,  could  not  confider  as  juft  or  well  founded.  Let 
them  fearch  for  its  truth  in  the  circumftances  and  probability 
of  the  cafe.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament  on  the  occaGon;  Not  having  been  a  member  of 
the  Houfe  at  that  time,  he  might  for  a  moment  conceive  him- 
felf  to  be  ignorant  of  the  proceedings.  It  might  naturally 
be  expefled,  that  if  there  was  an  a&ive  confpiracy  in  the 
metropolis,  and  war  was  levied  againft  the  perfon  and  dignity 
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of  the  crown,  the  two  Houfes  furely  fat  from  day  to  day, 
and  day  and  night,  in  ansious  deliberation;  that  there  were 
conferences  between  the  two  houfes,  and  committees  ap- 
pointed to  fathom  the  plot,  and  to  contrive  and  direcl  the 
means  of  national  falvation.  Was  this  the  cafe?  No  :  on 
the  contrary,  the  Parliament  did  not  meet,  or  if  they  did, 
met  in  numbers  that  wTere  unfit  for  the  ftudy  of  any  national 
queftion  ;  they  adjourned  their  Houfes;  they  went  into  the 
country,  and  left  the  confpiracy  and  the  confpirators  to  the 
fugitive  j u (Vices  of  Middiefex  :  they  abandoned  their  coun- 
try in  the  moment  of  danger;  even  in  the  hour  of  attack, 
they  flew  from  their  ftations,  and  delivered  over  the  kingdom 
to  the  care  of  thofe  very  men,  whofe  criminal  negligence  and 
timidity  had  given  ftrength  to  the  infurrection  in  its  firft 
movements.  He  could  not  believe,  then,  that  Parliament 
concurred  with  the  chief  jutlice  in  this  fentiment ;  he  would 
not  libel  them  with  the  accufation,  fince  he  could  not  believe 
it  poflible  that  the  Houfe  could  continue  fo  remifs,  fo  inatten- 
tive, and  feemingly  fo  ignorant  or  fo  carelefs  of  the  danger, 
if  it  had  exiited.  Jn  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  a  noble  Duke  had 
at  that  time  brought  forward  a  propofition  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance, efpecially  at  fuch  a  moment;  and  there  were  but 
nineteen  of  the  hereditary  counfellors  of  the  realm  to  fupport 
the  right  of  the  fu1  jeel  to  carry  arms  in  his  own  defence. 
Was  this  a  proof  that  the  empire  was  threatened  with  diflb- 
lution  by  the  hoftile  fcheme  of  the  enemy  ?  If  the  Houfe 
would  perufe  the  whole  of  the  trials,  from  that  of  the  firft 
unhappy  man  who  had  been  brought  to  the  bar  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  to  the  noble  lord  who  had.  been  tried  in  the  King's 
Bench,  they  would  find,  that  the  noble  Lord  was  the  only 
perfon  who  had  been  charged  with  high  treafon  ;  he  was  both 
the  leader  and  iheaimy  ;  not  one  of  his  fubalterns  had  rifen 
above  the  humbb  charge  of  felony,  and  he  was  the  leader 
and  the  army  in  this  great  machination  againft  the  being  and 
the  dignity  of  the  flare.  Forty  thoufand'  people  were  defired 
by  public  advertifement,  to  aflemble,  and  in  the  fame  ad- 
vertifement  the  civil  officers  were  alfo  defired  to  attend  to 
keep  the  peace.  The  forty  thoufand  people  obeyed  the  in- 
vitation ;  but  the  juftices  and  theconfiables  did  not.  Though 
it  could  hardly  be  believed  that  fo  many  peop'e  could  aflem- 
ble, however  pious  thetr  intentions,  however  orderly  in 
their  demeanour,  without  giving  rife  to  fome  difturbance,  by 
the  intcrpofition  of  vagabonds,  who  would  take  advantage 
of  the  occafion  ;  yet  the  civil  officers  took  no  notice  of  the 
1  adver- 


A.  1781.  DEBATES.  10 

adyertifement.     They  aflembled,  and,  as  it  was  fufpected,  a 
multitude  of  the  moft  abandoned    wretches   mingled    with 
them,  and  they  pulled  down  a  chaple  that  night.     So  weak 
and  untremendous  was  the  mob,  that  the  very  chief  juftice 
who  declared  afterward  from    th^  bench  that  it  was  an  army 
levying  war   againft  the  per  ion   and  majefty  of  the  crown, 
took  five  or  fix  of  them  with  his  own  hand.     Seveial  wrre 
taken  and  afterwards  expiated  their  offences  at   the  gallows. 
The  day  after  they  were  filent  and  harmlefs,  a  very  fignifK 
cant  proof  of  its  being  no  ccnlpiracy  ;  for  it  was  not  the  na- 
ture of  a  plot  tc  admit  of  intervals  and  cefTati  >n  ;  its  fuccefs 
(depended  on  its  rapidity  :  it  would  give   no  leifure  for  detec- 
tion and  defence — but   with  clofenefs  it   would  conned*  dif- 
patch.     When  they  rofe  again,  they  demolifhed   the  houfe 
pf  a  gentleman,  whom  he  could  not  better  defcribe  than  by 
faying,  that  it  was  a  houfe  that   fhould  have  fallen  by  any 
ptlier  ftorm  than  that  of  populai  fury.     It  was  then,  and  not 
before,  that  their  rage  burft  out,  and  they  went  to  pull  down 
and  deftroy  the  prifons,  as  if  confeious  of  their  guilt,  and 
knowing  that  they  mould   find  no  fit  afTociate*  for  men  who 
had  been  guilty  of  fuch  a  deed,  but  in  the  cells  and  dungeons, 
among  thofe  wretches   who  had  forfeited   their  lives  to  the 
laws  of  their  country.     In  all  the   trials,  in  all  the  proceed- 
ings, gentlemen   would  find   no  folid  and  convincing  proof 
of  there  having  been  any  deep-laid  fcheme,  any  regular  ma- 
chination, any  plotagainft  the  country,  in  thofe  riots. 

The  other  reafon  which  might  juftify  government  for  the 
prder  which  they  iffued,  was,  that  they  believed  the  fubfti- 
tution  of  the  military  to  be  a  fafe,  eafy,  and  constitutional 
meafure,  in  all  cafes  of  tumult  and  riot.  He  would  not  at- 
tempt to  go  into  any  ferious  invefttgation  of  this  argument, 
but  only  afl'ert,  that  if  it  were  true,  that,  in  cafes  of  extreme 
danger  fuch  a  remedy  might  be  fafe,  eafy,  and  confTitutional, 
ftili  it  would  be  improper  to  be  acknowledged  by  Parliament; 
for  what  might  be  legal1  y  done  would  be  done  oftner.  He 
wifhed  to  fee  a  bill  of  indemnity  pafs,  by  which  the  queftion 
would  beeftaUifhed  on  its  proper  bafis,  and  the  people  would 
have  the  confidence  of  knowing,  that  though  the  late  inter- 
ference was  falutary,  it  was  unconstitutional.  If  he  wanted 
any  additional  reafon  to  convince  him  of  the  danger  of  leaving 
fuch  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  a  circumftance  which 
occurred  in  the  other  Houfe  on  the  opening  of  the  feffion, 
would  give  him  the  moft  convincing  proof  of  the  neceflity 
pf  deciding  on  the  do&rine.  This  was,  that  his  Majefty  was 
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praifed  and  exa'tetl  for  not  having  acled,  in  tfrat  hour  of  ter- 
tor  and  coniuhon,  like  the  King  of  Sweden,  in  directing  his 
arms  agair.il  the  liberties  of  the  country.  This  was  an  ex- 
preflion  fo  alarming  in  its  nature,  fo  threatning.and  fo  for- 
midable, that  he  could  not  help  thinking  it  incumbent  on  the 
Houfe  to  refcue  the  country  from  a  fufpicion  fo  dreadful. 
What  !  was  it  in  his  Majeily's  power,  at  thaj:  moment,  to 
have  trampled  on  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  to  have 
introduced  military  government  in  the  place  of  the  prefent 
conftitution  ?  Was  that  the  crifus  when  this  might  have  been 
eftablifhed,  when  the  minds  of  the  people  were  lofl  in  terror 
and  confuffion  ?  No,  that  was  not  the  moment  of  danger; 
the  criiis  was,  when,  after  the  interference  of  the  military 
power,  the  chief  juftice" of  England  faid,  that  it  was  legal, 
and  afTerted,  that  the  military  acted  not  as  foldiers,  but  as 
citizens;  and  when  this  declaration  was  not  objected  to  by  a 
ipecific  refolution  of  Parliament,  but  bore  the  teftimony  of 
general  acquiefcence.  That  was  the  moment  when  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people  were  in  danger;  and  if  it  did  give  the  op- 
portunity to  the  crown,  the  opportunity  ftill  exifted.  It  had 
been  afTerted,  in  fbme  inftances  at  leaft,  without  a  caufe. 
The  danger  was  confined  to  the  metropolis;  then,  why  was 
the  order  extended  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom  ?  On  grant- 
ing that  it  was  neceflary  to  extend  it,  why  continue  it  for 
four  months?  If  this  doctrine  was  to  be  laid  down,  that  the 
crown  could  give  orders  to  the  military  to  interfere,  when, 
where,  and  for  what  length  of  time  he  pleafes,  then  we 
might  bid  farewel. to  freedom.  If  this  was  the  law,  we  mould 
then  be  reduced  to  military  government  of  the  very  worft 
fpecies,  in  which  we  fhould  have  all  the  evils  of* a  defpotic 
iiate,  without  the  difcipline  or  the  fecurity.  But  we  were 
given  to  underftand,  that  weliad  the  brfl  protection  againft 
this  evil,  in  the  virtue,  tjie  moderation,  and  the  conftitutional 
principles  of  the  Sovereign.  No  man  upon  earth  thought 
with  more  reverence  than  himfelf  of  the  virtues  and  mode- 
ration of  the  fovereign :  but  this  was  a  fpecies  of  liberty  which 
he  trufted  would  never  difgrace  an  Englifh  foil.  The  liberty 
that  relied  on  the  virtuons  inclination  of  any  one  man,  was 
but  fvfpended  defpotifm  ;  the  fword  was  not  indeed  upon 
their  necks,  but  it  hung  by  the  fmall  and  brittle  thread  of 
human  will.  He  adverted  to  his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the 
throne  after  the  riots,  which  had  been  peculiarly  called  his 
Majefty's  own  fpeech;  he  defired  it  to  be  read  from  the 
tabic. 

The 
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The  clerk  then  read  the  firft  part  of  His  Majefty's  fpeech 
of  the  19th  of  June  laft,  viz.  ' 

**  The  outrages   committed    by   bands   of   defperate   and 
abandoned^  men,  in   various  parts  of  this  metropolis,  broke 
sforth  with  fuch  violence  into  acls  of  felony  and  treafon,  had 
£0  far  overborne  all  civil  authority,  and  threatened  fo  diredtly 
the  immediate  fubverfion  of  all  legal  power,  the  deftrudlion 
.  Of  all  property,  and  the  confullon  of  every  order  in  the  ftate, 
that  I  found  myfelf  obliged,  by  every  tie  of  duty  and  affec- 
tion to  my.  people,  to  fupprefs,  in  every  part,  thofe  rebellious 
in  furred  ions,  and  to  provide  for  the  public  fafety,  by   the 
moft  effectual  and  immediate  application  of  the  force  intrufted 
to  me  by  Parliament." 

Here,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  his  Majefty  takes  the  whole  upon 
himfelf,  and  refts  the  ifluing  of  the  order  on  its  true  ground, 
the  neceffity  of  the  cafe.     If  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  Sovereign,  and  come  down* to  Par- 
liament defiring  a  bill  of  indemnity,  the  Houfe  would  have 
■■  added   panegyric  to  their  confent,  and   would    have  praifed 
.    their  moderation  in  the  fecond  inftance,  while  they  extolled 
":■  their  exertion  in  the  firft.     He  entreated  the  Houfe  to  for- 
)  give  him  for  having  dwelt  fo  long  on  thefe  excules,  which 
were  all  that  could  be  urged  in  favour  of  Minifters  for  acting 
as  they  did  on  that  occafion.     Either  they  muft  believe  that 
r  the  whole  of  the  outrages  were  the  refult  of  a  deliberate  plot 
\  and  machination,  contrived  by  the  enemies  of  this  country, 

*  and  aiming  at  the  overthrow  of  the  empire :  or  that  the  fub- 
;  ilitution  of  the  military  was  a  fafe,  eafy,  and  proper  remedy 

•  in  all  cafes  of  riot  and  tumult.  Thefe  were  the  only  argu- 
ments which  could  juftify  Minifters  in  the  orders  which  they 
had  given.  He  would  trouble  them  no  farther  than  by  of- 
fering to  them  the  propositions  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
as  the  ground  of  a  remedy  for  the  evil  of  which  he  had  com- 
plained. He  carried  his  ideas  much  farther  than  he  had 
brought  them  forward  to  the  Houfe;  but  he  had  been  re- 
ftrained  by  the  opinions  of  men  for  whom  he  entertained 
much  refpeft.  He  now  read  his  motions,  the  purport  of 
which  were  as  follow  : 

1.  "  That  the  military  force  entrufled  to  his  Majefty  by 
Parliament,  cannot  juftifiably  be  applied  to  the  dilperfing  il- 
legal and  tumultuous  aflemblies  of  the  people,  without  waiting 
for  <li  reel  ions  from  the  civil  raagiftrates,  but  where  the  out- 
rages have  broke  forth  with  fuch  violence,  that  all  civil  au- 
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thority   is  overborne,  and   the  immediate  fubverGon  ot  all 
legal  government  dire&ly  threatened." 

2.  "  That  the  neceflity'of  ifluing  that  unprecedented  or- 
der to  the  military,  on  the  7th  of  June  la  it,  to  a6fc  without 
waiting  for  directions  from  the  civil  magiftrates,  affords  a 
flrong  prefumption  of  the  defe£live  ftate  of  the  magiftracy 
of  Weftminiter,  where  the  riots  began." 

3.  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  magi  it  racy  and  civil  power  of  the  city  of 
WeftminiVr,  with  refpect  to  the  riots  in  June  laft,  and  to 
examine  and  report  to  this  Houfe,  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the 
magiitracy  and  government  of  the  faid  city." 

He  concluded  with  moving  the  firil  of  thofe  propofitions, 
which,  he  faid,  as  it  was  altogether  declaratory,   he  truftcd 
would  not  be  oppofed.  And  at  the  fame  time  it  was  not  effen- 
tial  to  the  fubfequent  motions,  which  were  fpecific,  and  went 
to  the  purpofe  for  which  he  had  prefumed  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe. 
Hon.  Mr.       The  honourable  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  feconded  the  motion,  and 
Fitzpatrkk.  fajj^  that  ne>  as  weU  as  tne  profefiion  in  general  to  which  he 
had    the    honour    to   belong,  would    thank    the    honourable 
gentleman  for  bringing  on   the  buiinefs,  and  clearing  up  a 
dodtrine  which  gave  them  very  much  uneafinefs  and  pain. 
They  were  anxious  to  have  the  queftion  brought  to  a  deci- 
fion,  that  it  might  remain  no  longer  in  doubt  and  perplexity. 
If  the  military  were  to  be   employed  againft  their  fellow- 
citizens,  without  waiting  for  the  orders  of  the  civil  power, 
he  fhould  no  longer  wifh  to  belong  to  a  profefiion  fo  dange- 
rous and  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  the  country.     At  the  fame 
time,  he  faid,  the  juftices  of  Middlefex  were  too  eager  to  call 
in  the  military  power.     On  every  little  occafion  they  reforted 
to  this  defperate  remedy,  and  found  in  the  afliftance  of  the 
military  a  ready  excufe  for  the  want  of  theii  own  exertion 
and  activity.     He  had  often  had  the  mortification  of  attend- 
ing them  in  thofe  combats,  combats  which  the  French  de- 
ferred by  a  term,  which,  indeed,  was  vulgar,  and  he  trufted 
the  Houfe   would  forgive  him   for   ufing    it ;  by    the   term 
guerre  des  pots  de  cbambre.     He  was  called  upon   in   the  late 
riots,  and  he  acled  in  that  guerre  des  pots  de  cbambre  which 
was    inftituted   againft  the   perfon   and    the   dignity   of  the 
Crown.    In  all  that  war,  the  perfons  who  menaced  the  Crown 
and  the  conititution  of  the  country,  were  men  of  the  loweft 
character,  unarmed,  undifciplined,  and  who  had  not  drawn  a 
drop  of  blood,  that  he  had  heard  of,  fo  much  as  a  broken 
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Ei  ,head  even,  during  the  whole  ftruggle.     He  drew  a  ludicrous 

jL  picture  of  the  rabble  on  the  idea  of  its  being  a  disciplined  army 

f  marching  in  battle  array,  feerningly  in  allufion  to  the  lan- 

f  guage  of  the  crown  lawyers  on  Lord  George  Gordon's  trial ; 

and    gave   an    account   of  them   afterwards  in  more  ferious 

terms  from  his  own  obfervation,   introducing  fome  (harp  ani- 

madverfions  on  the  cowardice  of  the  civil  magiftrates. 

The  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  had  alluded  to  an  ex- 
preflion  in  the  other  Houfe,  at  which  he  could  not  forbear  pro- 
feffing  his  indignation.  To  fuppofe  that  the  military  would 
affiil  in  overturning  the  conftitution,  if  the  monarch  required 
it,  was  a  libel  on  the  profeflion.  Could  he  believe  fuch  an 
opinion  well  founded,  he  would  think  his  character  as  an  of- 
ficer difgraceful,  and  would  hold  it  no  longer.  He  earneftly 
-  recommended  the  confideration  of  the  bufinefs,  and  trufted 
that  fome  mode  would  be  eftablifhed  to  put  the  police  of  this 
great  city  on  fo  refpeclable  a  footing  as  to  render  the  inter- 
ference of  the  military,  in  cafes  of  riot,  unneceffary. 

Earl  of  Surrey  objected  to  the  latter  part  of  the  firft  motion,  The  Earl 
as  making  the  purport  of  the  whole  vague  and  indeterminate.     Surrey, 
Overthrowing  the  civil  power  was  a  matter  which  would  ad- 
mit of  various  acceptations  ;  and  if  a  difcretion  was  given  to 
Government  to  interpret  that  charge,  it  might  be  applied  to 
every  riotous  a£l  whatever. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  the  noble  Lord  had  not  accurately  at-  Mr. 
tended  to  the  words  of  his  motion  j  for  he  had  himfelf  adver-  Sheridan 
ted  to  the  latitude  which  might  be  taken  in  interpreting  the 
exception,  and  therefore,  inftead  of  ftating  the  order  for  the 
military  even  in  fuch  cafes  to  be  legal,  had  only  called  it  juf- 
'  tifiable,  leaving  the  fpecific  j  u ft  i  heat  ion,  as  now,  open  to 
the  review  of  Parliament  in  every  particular  cafe.  He  had, 
however,  no  objection,  he  faid,  to  leave  out  that  claufe,  and 
advifed  it  to  be  done ;  but  was  informed  by  the  Speaker  that 
-as  the  motion  had  been  made  and  feconded,  it  could  now 
onry  be  altered  by  another  motion  for  aa  amendment. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  faid,  he  had  no  objections  to  withdraw 
the  firft  motion  entirely,  fince  it  was  merely  declaratory. 

Mr.  Mansfield,  Solicitor  General,  then  rofe  to  oppofe  the      Mr. 
motion.     He  faid  it  did  not  alter  the  matter  to  withdraw  the  Mansfich 
firft  motion ;  he  objected  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  bufinefs. 
He  thought  it  quite  unneceflary  to  touch  upon  fuch  queftions 
as  thofe  decided  on  in  the  refolution  propofed,  which  he  con-  t 
ceived  had  nothing  to  do  with  reforming  the  police  of  Weft- 
mtnfter ;  and  fuch  declarations  were  the  lefs  requifite,  as  he 
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could  not  recoiled  one  inftance  wherein  the  legiflature  had 
by  name  introduced  the  military  into  any  civil  regulations; 
the  power  of  fuppreffing  commotions  was  left  entirely  to  the 
magiftracy,  without  any  exprefs  provifion  for  military  af- 
fi  fiance  ;  and  therefore  it  was  beft  not  to  form  abftraS  opi- 
nions into  refolutions  of  the  Houfe,  but  leave  the  vindication 
of  Minifters,  for  calling  in  the  foldiery,  to  reft  as  it  had  hi* 
therto  done,  on  the  necefiity  of  the  cafe. 

He  thought  the  complaint  which  had  been  urged  againft 
the  meafure  in  queftion  peculiarly  unreafonable,  becaute  the 
behaviour  of  the  militaty  had  been  meritorious  in  the  extreme. 
No  inftance  of  cruelty  or  infolence  had  been  or  could  be  ad- 
duced, nor  bad  they  abufed  the  power  committed  to  them  in 
a  fingle  inftance ;  on  the  contrary,  if  their  behaviour  had 
been  in  any  refpedt,  exceptionable,  it  was  in  being  too  pafiive 
at  firft,  and  waiting  too  tenacioufly  -for  the  authority  of  the 
civil  magiftrate  to  diredt  them.  Their  interference  he  fhould 
entirely  confider  as  that  of  citizens  anxious  for  the  prefervation 
of  public  order,  and  in  that  character  the  employing  them 
was  furely  unexceptionable. 

,  This  doctrine  had  been  brought  into  difpute,  he  thought, 
very  idly,  fince  nothing,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  more  clear 
and  diflinft,  than  that  every  man  in  this  country,  foldier  as 
well  as  citizen,  was  bound  by  his  obligations  to  the  commu- 
nity, to  protect  the  property  and  lives  of  his  neighbours 
againft  violence  and  outrage.  Therefore,  when  they  faw 
any  a£t  of  felony  committing  or  committed,  they  were  called 
upon  to  aflift  the  oppreffed,  and  if  they  could  not  prevent  the 
felony  without  making  ufe  of  force,  they  were  bound  by  their 
allegiance  to  refort  to  that  force.  There  was  no  diftindion 
between  citizen  and  foldier  in  this  refpefl:,  their  duties  in  this 
refpedt  were  the  fame,  and  their  justification  would  alfo  be 
equal  ;  it  would  depend  entirely  on  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe. 

The  riots  had  been  afcribed  'to  the  want  of  fpirit  in  magif- 
trates  ;  if  that  was  a  true  explanation  of  thofe  unhappy  events, 
it  was  plain  we  were  not  deficient  in  police,  but  in  magiftrates 
only. 

He  next  commented  ironically  on  that  fpirit  of  legal  in* 
quiry,  fo  obfervable  in  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  were 
the  authors  of  this  motion.  In  that  place  of  wifdom  every 
thing  was  underftood  ;  they  underftood  naval  affairs,  and  mi- 
litary ones  perfe6Uy  well,  and  there  was  not  fuch  a  congre- 
gation of  lawyers  in  the  world.     As  to  the  law  point  a  little 

drawn 
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drawn  into  queftion  to-night,  he  might,  with  propriety  de- 
clare any  decifion  of  them  on  the  prefent  queftion  unnecef- 
fary  :  hat  one  feeming  a  little  connected  wirh  his  own  con- 
duct, it  would  feem  like  fhrinking  from  inquiry,  fhould  he 
^  avoid  touching  upon  it.  This  was  with  refpedl  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence  for  which  a  nohle  Lord  was  lately  tried. 

The  crown  lawyers  had  been  in  feveral  places  much  con- 
demned  for  indicSHng  his  Lordfhip  bn  high  treafon,  and  yet 
be  would  not  fcrupleto  avow  that  he  entirely  approved  to 
this  moment  of  that  mode  of  profecution.  He  begged  he 
might  not  be  here  underftood  as  impeaching,  in  any  degree, 
the  abilities  or  intrepidity  of  the  twelve  gentlemen  who  tried 
Lord  George  Gordon. 

They  judged  from  their  wifdom,  and  decided,  no  doubt, 
thereon  with  the  beft  of  their  judgement ;  but  this  he  would 
be  free  to  fay,  that  if  the  fadfcs  ftated  by  the  counfei  had  been 
fatisfa&orily  proved,  the  noble  Lord  was  unqueftionabjy 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  high  treafon.  Here  he  took  a  review 
of  the  feveral  fails  charged  againft  Lord  George  Gordon, 
and  attempted  to  be  fupported  by  evidence  on  the  trial ;  ad- 
ding, that  he  might  give  his  opinion  the  more  fafely  within 
thofe  walls,  as  feveral  parts  of  his  Lordfliip's  condudl  there, 
which  could  not  for  good  reafons  be.  brought  forward  againft 
him  on  the  trial,  fpoke  more  flrongly  againft  him  than  any 
of  thofe  ftated  to  the  jury.  In  holding  this  language,  with 
refpe&  to  his  Lordfhip,  and  in  his  condudr.  on  the  trial,  he 
difclaimed  any  fcreen  behind  the  character  of  the  advocate; 
he  fpoke  ingenuoufly  his  fentiments,  and  would  not,  on  fuch 
an  occafion,  exceed  in  feverity  the  fuggeftions  of  his  own 
conscience  for  the  univerfe.  Once  more  he  would  profefs, 
that  he  approved  of  the  profecution,  and  thought  the  fafts  it 
proceeded  on,  if  true,  amounted  to  high  treafon  in  the  objedt 
of  it.  He  had  not  the  condudt  of  the  procefs  on  its  infti- 
tution,  not  being  then  Solicitor  General,  but  if  he  had,  his 
fentiments  would  have  been  the  fame  as  now. 

The  term  Military  Government  had  been  much  ufed  upon 
this  occafion.  It  was  a  language  which  in  this  country  he 
could  not  clearly  underftand,  and  believed  the  gentleman 
who  adopted  it  had  no  precife  meaning  for  it.  It  was  popu- 
lar language,  no  doubt,  and  adduced  merely  ad  populum;  but 
while  the  fpirit  of  our  military  gentlemen  remained  unaltered, 
there  was  no  fear  of  fuch  a  chimerical  fyftetn  being  brought 
into  pra&ice.  As  to  an  expreflion  which  had  been  quoted 
from  the  other  Houfe,  it  certainly  was  a  very  foolifh  one, 
3  and 


rib  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781. 

and  he  was  not  to  learn,  that  in  every  popular  affembly  many 
foolifh  things  would  be  faid  ;  perhaps  enough  might  fome- 
times  be  found  in  their  own  Houfe,  without  going  in  fearch 
of  them  to  any  other  place. 

He  confefled  himfelf  again  ft  any  alteration  in  our  police; 
it  having,  in  its  prefent  form,  been  found,  through  the  courfe 
of  ages,  adequate  to  every  common  purpofe;  and  as  to  the 
riots  in  June,  it  was  a  fingle  in  (lance  of  a  defe£r.  in  the  civil  ' 
power,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  never  again  occur. 
If  the  number  of  magiftrates  was  found  inefficient,  there 
was  a  power  in  the  CroWn  to  augment  it,  and  any  addition 
which  might  appear  neceffary  could  be  made  in  three  days. 
He  never,  therefore,  could  give  his  affent  to  a  bill  which, 
if  he  rightly  understood  its  principle,  was  calculated  to  eftab- 
lifh  a  new  kind  of  military  power,  not  fubje£t.  to  any  control 
of  the  Crown,  to  remedy  an  evil  which  could  fo  much  better 
and  moreeafily  be  remedied  another  way. 

The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  Adminiftration  had  been 
complained  of,  becaufe  the  order  for  the  military  had  been 
made  general ;  that  is  to  fay,  in  other  words,  becaufe  he  had 
taken  care  to  preferve  the  property  of  thofe  poor  Catholics  in 
the  country  who  had  not  yet  been  attacked,  this  wicked  and 
diabolical  Minifter  was  attempting  to  introduce  a  military 
government.  He  fat  down,  profeffing  a  total  difapprobation 
of  it,  both  in  form  and  principle. 
BLig>itHon.  Right  Hon.  T.  Town/bend  anfwered  the  Solicitor-general 
r.  Townf-  verv  ab|y#  The  honourable  gentleman  was  greatly  diffatis- 
cn  '  fled  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  arrogate  to  itfelf  any 
profeffional  knowledge.  It  was  prefumptuous,  it  feems,  in 
that  Houfe,  to  know  any  thing  either  of  naval  or  military 
affairs,  but  to  underftand  any  thing  of  the  law,  was  worfe 
than  all  !  He,  however,  muft  venture  to  incur  the  learned 
gentleman's  contempt,  by  thinking  that  Houfe  had  fome  right 
to  interfere  in  the  laws  of  their  country,  and  the  opinions  of 
our  anceflors  would  fupport  him  in  that  idea.  They  thought 
it  an  eflential  branch  of  duty  to  look  into  the  conduft  of  the 
courts  in  Weftminfter-hall,  and  if  they  had  not  fometimes 
been  very  attentive  to  folicitors  and  attornies  general,  our 
conflitution  in  the  prefent  day  might  not  have  had  much  ex- 
cellence to  boaft. 

He  took  notice  of  the  difpofition  which  prevailed  to  treat 
with    indifference   and  contempt  opinions  delivered    in  that 
Houfe   by   the  moft  able  and   refpe&able   members,  a  molt 
glaring  inftance  of  which  occurred  in  the  debate  on  the  Mu- 
tiny 
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tiny  bill,  when  a  gentleman,  entitled   in   the  higheft  degree 
to  attention,  had  hardly  begun  his  fpeech,  when  a  noife  Sud- 
denly arofe,  with  every  appearance  of  a  fignal  from  fomebody, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  was  prevented  from  going  on 
upon  a  fubjedt.  on  which  he  was  particularly  qualified  to  give 
information,  if  a  fair  and  full  inveftigation  of  the  important 
que  ft  ion  had  been  the  wifh  of thofe  who  form,  or  who  diredfc, 
the  majorities  of  theHoufe.     The  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  made  the.  motion,  had  exprefled  all  the  diffidence  which 
it  became  him  to  exprefs  as  a  young  and  unexperienced  mem- 
ber of  that  Houfe  ;  but  his  fpeech  had  fully  proved  that  he 
was  equal  to  any  ta{k  which  he  might  think  proper  to  affign 
himfelf ;  he  had  alluded  to  an  opinion  that  it  was  imprudent, 
and  might  be  dangerous  to   bring  any  great  conftifutional 
queftion  into  agitation  in  the  prefent  times.     It  certainly  was 
fo,  and  every  real  friend  to  liberty  would  rather  wifh  to  have 
many  refolutions  on  fubjecls  moil  facred  to  liberty,  and  to 
the  prefervation  of  the   Conftitution,  as  they   were  framed 
#nd  Supported  by  our  anceftors,  than  bring  them  into  agitation 
now,  when  they  might  receive  much  injury,  but  could  hardly 
obtain  any  new  acceffion  of  ftrength ;  but  as  the  honourable 
mover  had  thought  proper  to  ftate  a  propofition  to  the  Houfe, 
highly  proper  in  itfelf,  and  perfectly  conftitutional,  he  hoped 
the  Houfe  would  adopt  it,  and  not  by  a  rejection  give  the 
colour  for  an   aflertion   that  they   thought  the  propofition 
wrong,  or  that  they  were  of  a  different  opinion. 

In  the  courfe  of  remarks  upon  the  riots,  he  profefTed  fome 
fympathy  with  that  unfortunate  man,  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
[London,  who  was,  he  underftood,  to  pay  all  the  damages  of 
Mr.  Langdale's  profecution.  He  remembered  that  magiftrate 
when  he  kept  an  excellent  tavern,  to  which  he,  who  was  fond 
of  taverns  at  that  time  of  day,  frequently  reforted. 

Honeft  Brackly  Kennet  gave  good  dinners  and  made  a  long 
bill,  but  it  was  the  leaft  of  his  expectations  at  that  time,  he 
would  ever  be  called  to  account  for  not  laving  the  capital. 
The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  thought  our  liberties 
fecured  by  the  public  fpirit  of  our  foldiery  ;  but  for  his  part, 
who  had  converfed  much  with  the  military  profeflion,  he 
ihould  be  very  forry  to  reft  the  freedom-  of  his  country  on 
fuch  a  foundation,  if  they  were  frequently  to  be  in  veiled 
with  thofe  powers  they  poflefled  in  June  laft.  By  the  habi- 
tude of  fuch  fer vices,  the  minds  of  men  gradually  acquired 
a  blood-thirfty  and  ferocious  nature,  and  it  might  readily  be 
conceived  how  apt  the  foldieFy  would  be  to  abuie  a  flattering 

authority, 
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authority,  to  which  they  have  heen  formerly  unaccuftomed. 
To  fuch  a  pitch  of  vanity  did  the  common  foldiers  arrive  in 
June  laft,  from  heing  told  they  were  magi  ft  rates,  and  being 
cloathed  in  fa£t  with  the  powers  of  magiftacy,  that  he  had 
heard  them  frequently  addrefs  each  other  by  the  title  of 
"  Your  Worm i p." 

He  was  firmly  and  fully  of  opinion,  that  an  indemnity 
bill  was  neceffai  y  to  the  character  of  the  Miniiler,  as  well  as  to 
the  fecurity  of  the  fubjecX  After  the  riot  about  the  Gin  acl, 
there  was  an  indemnity  acl ;  and  it  had  always  been  thought 
by  conftitutional  men  as  neceffary,  in  order  that  the  illega- 
lity of  employing  the  military  might  be  recognized  by  Par- 
liament. 
Plh'  Mr,  Pelham  hid,  that  a  Gngle  inftance  of  mal-praQice  in 

am*  the  executive  adminiftration  of  a  city  police,  was  by  no  means 
a  fufficient  foundation  for  deftroying  the  eftablifhed  fyftem  of 
interior  government,  and  introducing  a  new  one. 
M*  North.  Lord  North  then  lofe,  and  began  with  fome  animadverfioni 
upon  the  imputation  which  had  been  urged  again  ft  him  by 
Mr.  T.  Townfliend  of  having  contributed  to  hoot  an  honou- 
rable member  [Mr.  Burke]  into  filence,  when  he  had  rifen  a 
few  days  ago  in  that  Houfe,  to  exprefs  his  fentiments  upon  a 
great  conftitutional  queftion.  He  afllired  the  honourable 
member  who  had  made  the  accufation  againft  him,  that  he 
equally  difapproved  and  defpifed  fuch  kind  of  conducl,  and 
that  as  he  always  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to 
with  infinite  Satisfaction  when  he  did  fpeak,  fo  it  was  his  en- 
tire wifri  and  inclination,  that  he  fhould  be  deprived  of  no 
fair  opportunity  of  difplaying  ;  but  that  he,  in  common  with 
every  other  individual  prefent,  fhould  be  permitted  their  juft 
conftitutional  right,  as  members  of  that  Houfe,  of  fuggefting 
their  fentiments  with  freedom,  and  with  an  entire  exemption 
from  every  fpecits  of  interruption  and  obftrucTion.  .It  was  a 
harm  and  unauthorifed  conclufion  to  infer,  that  becaufe  an 
accidental  noiie  had  been  made  towards  the  lower  end  of  the 
Houfe  when  an  honourable  member  was  preparing  to  fpeak, 
who,  on  other  occafions,  had  always  delerved,  and  almoft  al- 
ways met  with  attention,  that  therefore  the  Minifter  had 
foftered  an  intention  of  putting  an  end  to  all  parliamentary 
difcuflion,  and  of  compelling  the  members  into  a  filent  acqui- 
escence with  his  meafure.  Thefe  precipitate  inferences  were 
often  made  againft  him  in  that  affembly,  and  were  as  unge- 
nerous to  him  as  unjuft  in  the  authors  of  them.  Why  fhould 
he  have  entertained  a  wifh  to  preclude  difcuflion  on  the  nature 

of 
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the  bill,  that  was  the  fubjeft  of  their  debate  when  this  in- 
Tuption  took  place?  It  was  the  mutiny  bill  for  Ireland,  and 

was  refponfible  for  it  to  the  Parliament  of  this  country. 
le  of  the  charges  that  were  made  was  againft  the  Earl  of 
afford,  in  the  famous  impeachment  againft  him,  confiftcd 
an  accufation  of  mal-adminiftration  in  Ireland.  He  was 
srefore  open  to  the  fame  fpecies  of  danger,  and  could  not  be 
weak  as  to  entertain  an  idea  of  precluding  the  difcuflion  of 
ubjedt,  which  by  the  nature  of  his  office,  he  was  amenable 
,  and,  by  the  ufage  of  Parliament,  any  member  had  a  right 
complain  of  His  own  opinion  was,  that  the  honourable 
itleman  gave  up  the  point  too  foon.  Some  little  noife  had 
ppened  at  the  bar  by  gentlemen  moving  to  or  from  their 
ts,  and  he  had  too  haft  jy  mifconftrued  it  into  an  expreflion 
disinclination  to  hear  him.  Having  cleared  himfelf  of  this 
ry  unfavourable  afTertion,  the  noble  lord  proceeded  to  fpeak 
the  motion  before  the  Houfe.     The  honourable  gentleman, 

faid,  who  had  opened  his  motion  with  fuch  particular  abili- 
,'had  mentioned  it  in  his  introduction  as  a  matter  of  furprife, 
d  as  a  confirmation  of  his  fentiments  concerning  the  fubjeft 
atter  of  the  motion,  that  the  minifters  had  not  petitioned  the 
oufe  for  an  aft  of  indemnity,  after  they  had  been  guilty  of 
ivtngrecourfe  to  the  military  power  on  the  7th  of  June  laft. 
he  minifters,  he  faid,  had  feveral  reafons  for  entertaining  no 
ch  idea  nor  intention,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  an  a£t  of  indemni- 
1  in  his  conception,  was  only  neceffary  where  one  individual 
is  liable  -to  a  profecution  from  having  done  another  an  in- 
ry,  by  an  acjk  which  had  neverthelefs  been  productive  of 
5  greateft  public  utility.  It  fometimes  happened,  that  in 
e  accidental  confequences  of  thofe  great  political  meafures, 
lich  from  the  emergency  of  the  particular  crifis  were  ne- 
flarily  to  be  adopted,  without  the  knowledge  or  confent  of 
irliament,  fome  particular  citizen  might  fuftain  confider- 
le  injury  ;  and  as  the  minifter  had  exceeded  law  in  the  exe- 
rtion of  the  meafure  which  had  produced  this  injury,  the 
ffering  man  could  have  a  legal  action  againft  the  minifter,- 
id  might  recover  damages  in  a  court  of  juftice.  In  fuch  in- 
ances,  therefore,  it  was  neceffary  for  the  author  of  fuch  a 
icafure  to  have  recourfe  to  Parliament  to  fecure  him  againft 
le  ftigma  and  inconveniencies  which  would  attend  a  convic- 
uon  in  a  court  of  juftice;  and  it  had  been  the  uniform  prac- 
iceof  Parliament  to  grant  thefe  indemnifications  with  alacri- 
jf  and  pleafure:  but  in  the  prefent  inftance,  what  individual 
m  there  who  could  pretend  to  have  fuftained  an  injury  ?  In 
lt>te£ting  the  lives  and  fecuring  the  property  of  his  S/Wft. 
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ty's  fubje&s,  he  felt  no  apprehenfion  of  a  profecution.  If  a 
fuch  iniiance  fliould  occur,  then,  and  not  till  then,  wouW 
apply  :o  Parliament,  for  it  was  never  too  late  to  fupplic 
their  patronage,  and  to  fhield  him  againft  the  efFe&s  of  fi 
an  afTault.  Another  reafon  why  he  had  folicited  no  inden 
ty  as  yet,  was  this,  that  fo  long  as  Parliament  were  quie 
to  his  conduct,  he  required  none.  They  had  it  in  their  po 
to  impeach  him;  if  they  did  not,  that  was  his  indemnity, 
he  was  perfectly  content  with  the  tacit  implication  of  pre 
tion  which  they  had  hitherto  by  their  forbearance  afFo 
him,  and  he  doubted  not  would  continue  to  afford  him.  T 
was  ftill  another  circumftance  which  had  operated  withl 
inducing  him  to  neglect  the  application  which  thehonoui 
gentleman  feemed  to  expedl,  and  that  was  this:  a  full 
perfect  confeioufnefs  that  he  had  done  his  duty,  and  noi 
than  his  duty  ;  that  he  therefore  had  no  occafion  for  ai 
demnification,  for  the  proper  execution  of  duty  required  i 
Neceffity  fuperfeded  all  law,  and  conftituted  law.  M 
that  exifted,  illegality  was  nonfenfe:  there  could  be  no 
gality  then,  properly  confidered,  for  the  firft  of  all  law! 
heredin  fuch  inftances,  and  juftified  what  it  prod 
Would  any  man  ferioufly  contend,  that  the  dreadful  tut 
in  June  laft  had  not  conitituted  a  neceffity  ?  If  they  had 
remedy  that  was  applied,  however  illegal  under  differen 
cumftances,  and  under  different  circumftances  he  admitl 
to  be  fo,  ceafed  to  deferve  that  appellation,  and  becar 
perfectly  conftitutional  as  any  act  could  be  under  any  pc 
fuppofition  or  fituation  whatever.  The  principal  obje 
the  motion,  as  he  underftood  it,  was  this,  to  regulate  an< 
fine  the  circumftances  under  which,  and  which  only,  it  ft 
be  proper  and  legal  to  recur  to  the  military  power.  Anatti 
of  this  kind  wa<,  in  his  eftimation,  perfectly  impradtic 
There  could  be  no  definition  comprehend  *e  enough  to  inc 
all  the  poflible  variety  of  cafes  which  might  occur;  and 
would  be  the  confoq u  nee,  if  an  in  fiance  fhould  happcr 
embriice*1  in  the  defcription,  but  this,  that  there  would  I 
unavoidable  timidity  in  the  executive  power,  and  the  ei 
of  any  tuir.ult  mi^ht  extend  to  a  degree  fatal  to  the  coni 
tion  Lnd  exiftence  of  the  country  ?  But  where  would  gei 
men  chufe  to  have  the  power  nepoled  of  preventing  in 
per  applications  of  the  military  ?  Purely  not  in  better  h 
than  it  now  was;  for  this  power  was  in  the  pofleffic 
Parliament.  Nothing  could  juftify  the  introduclion  of 
power  but  neceffity,  and  the  Parliament  always  had  the 
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Etnqairinginto  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  neceflity.  If  it 
nis  made  a  falfe  plea,  then  they  could  punifli  the  authors  of 
F'S  if  not,  nothing  illegal  had  been  committed,  and  the  liber- 
*£s  and  conftitution  of  the  people  remained  untouched  and 
^infringed.  With  refpeit  to  this  particular  point,  therefore, 
*fe  did  not  deem  the'  improvement  practicable ;  for  the  rights 
ff  the  people,  and  the  properties  of  the  conftitution,  could  be 
jpi  where  fofecurely  defended  as  in  the  protection  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  there  it  refted  at  prefent.  If  any  immediate  remedy, 
fcbwever,  had  been  either  wanted  or  practicable,  it  certainly 
fes  not  likely  to  be  produced  by  the  motion  in  queftion. 
phe  terms  of  that  were  too  vague,  and  too  indefinite,  either 
&  operate  as  a  diredUon  or  a  fecurity  to  the  per fons  concerned 
II !  the  execution  of  the  bufinefs  implied  in  it.  How  could 
tfiHtary  men  underftand  them?  It  was  acknowledged  that 
iWdiers  were  not  the  moft  converfant  in  law.  What  then 
ffbufd  they  be  able  to  make  of  fuch  a  wide  description  as  this, 
Idmely,  [here  his  lordfhip  read  the  motion]  that  the  military 
pbwer  fhould  only  be  juftifiable  "  when  the  fubverfion  of  the 
conftitution,  &c.  appeared  propable,  and  the  fafety  of  the  king- 
lorn  in  danger  ?w  How  were  men  avowedly  not  (killed  in 
fifcriaiination,  and  too  modeft  to  confide  much  in  their  own 
talents,  to  be  able  to  perceive  when  this  critical  moment  was 
>r  was  not  arrived?  It  is  very  likely  they  might  err  in  their 
KMiftruAion,  and  if  they  did,  there  was  no  appeal  againft 
hern,  and  they  could  not  be  refponfible  for  any  confequences 
rifing  from  their  injudicious  exercife  of  a  legal  power  ; 
rhereas  the  minifters  in  whom  that  occafional  power  was 
iow  in  fome  degree  inverted,  were  always  amenable  to  Par- 
nent  for  their  juft  application  of  it,  and  Parliament  therefore 
cere  in  the  ultimate  poffeflion  of  that  prerogative.  His  lord- 
hip  proceeded  to  remark,  that  he  did  not  expecl:  to  hear  fo 
'ague  a  difcuflion  introduced  from  the  fimple  foundation  of  a 
wire  motion  for  the  regulation  of  the  police  of  Weftminfter; 
mt  whatever  might  be  his  opinion  of  that  police,  he  would 
tlfpend  his  fentiments  for  the  prefent,  and  content  himfelf 
nrith  oppofing  a  motion  too  indefinite  to  be  either  clearly  in- 
eligible, or  eafily  practicable,  and  not  calculated  for  the  re- 
liefs of  any  conftitutional  grievance  whatever. 

Mr.  Turner  remarked,  that   the  magiftrates  of  Weftmin-  Mr.  Tur- 
ner might  very  fairly  be  compared  to  ratcatchers;  for  in  ncr* 
:heir  endeavours  to  deftroy  the  human  vermin,  which  it  was 
their  bufinefs  to  purfue,  they  were  fure  to  leave  fome  for  the 
rood  of  the  breed. 

Q,2  Sir 
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Sir  George       Sir    George  Savile  profeffed   himfelf  much   obliged  to  the 
Savile.        learned  gentleman  who  had  gone  fo  far  into  the  arguments  he 
had  u fed  in  the  trial  of  Lord  George  Gordon.      He  had  not 
been  able  to  obtain  admiffion  at  that  trial,  and  He  felt  his  cu- 
riofity  gratified  by  the  recital:  but  for    what   other  purpofe 
they  were  recapitulated,  other  than  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of 
gentlemen  in  his  predicament,  he  could  not  fee,  as  they  were 
foreign  to  thequeftion  now  before  the  Houfe.   A  part,  indeed, 
of  the  learned  gentleman's  fpeech  had  been  more  immediately 
pointed  to  the  fubjedt.  in  debate,  but  it  contained  do&rines 
at   which  he  felt  himfelf  much  alarmed,  as  highly  dangerous 
to  the  conftitution,  becaufe   if  went  to  difguife    that  great 
fource  of  danger,  that  conftant  obje6l  of  terror,  to  every  man 
who    valued   conflituonal    liberty,    a  ftanding    army.     Sol- 
diers, we  were  told,  were  to  be  confidered  in  common  with 
other  fubjefts;  three  or  four  of  them  were  formed  into  a  file, 
others  were  added;    they  were  lenghtened  and  deepened  into 
columns  and  battalions,  and  ftill  confidered  merely  as  citi- 
zens, perfe&ly   harmlefs   to  the   conftitution;  and  we  were 
told  no  fort  of  danger  whatever  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
employing  them  in  fervices  which  the  voice  of  the  ancient 
law,  and  the  policy  of  our  moft  virtuous  anceftors,  had  guar- 
ded moft  anxioufly  againft  their  being  employed.    Admitting 
the  quibble  for  a  moment,  he  faid,  that  fuch  do&rine  might 
be  law,  with  refpedr.  to  the  interpofnion  of  one  fingle indivi- 
dual, would  the  learned  gentleman,  who  had  that  day  main- 
tained this  opinion  in  the  Houfe,  farther  contend  that  there 
was  no  difference  between  one  man's  interfering,  admitting 
that  one  man  to  be  a  foldier,  and  a  regular  body  being  called 
upon  by  the  King  to  aft  under  the  command  of  his  officers, 
and  execute  his  purpofes?  The  learned  gentleman  knew  this 
to  be  an  unconstitutional  do&rine,  and  when  he  mentioned  it 
there,    he  doubtlefs  had  recourle  to  fome  fuch  perfonal  bifec- 
tion  as  was  referred  to  in  his  dodtrine,  and  gave  this  opinion, 
not  as  a  lawyer,  but  as  a  member  of  Parliament   only.     He 
would  willingly,  he  faid,  have  waved  the  difcuflion  of  this 
bufinefs,  but  as  it  was  fairly  before  the  Houfe,   minifters 
ought  to  be  very  cautious  how  they  proceeded  concerning  it; 
they  ought  to  a£t  with  caution,    for  by  negativing  the  propo- 
sition which  had  been-  made  to  them,  they  wouJd  in  all  pro- 
bability excite  fufpicions  and  opinions  very  injurious  to  the 
fafety  of  the  country,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution. 
What  would   the  world  think  when  they  put  thefecircum- 
ftances  together?    The  crown  appoints  the  magiftratesof 

Weft- 
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Weftminfter,  and  minifters  contend,  that  the  introduction 
of  Jthe  military  is  to  be  directed  by  the  mandate  of  fuch  ma- 
gi  ft  rates,  and  by  no  other  influence  whatever.  This  had  a 
very  fufpicious  afpedt,  and  might  produce  bad  confequences. 
He  caft  no  reflection,  but  he  would  wifh  every  caufe  for  re- 
flection on  a  fubjeft  of  fuch  importance  to  be  totally  removed. 
Magiftrates  would  alfo  naturally  grow  careiefs,  if  they  were 
appriled  of  the  do&rine  that  the  military  might  poflibly  a£t 
without  them,  and  occaflions,  therefore,  of  neceffity  would  be 
eventually  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree  to  their  unconftitutionai 
affiftance,  as  to  render  both  expedient  and  unavoidable. 
Sir  George  argued  this  point  with  great  folidity  and  preci- 
fion. 

Sir  Grty  Cooper  endeavoured  to  juflify  the  employment  of  sirGre) 
military  men  in  the  fuppreflion  of  tumults,  and  the  ideas  that  Cooper. 
on  fuch  an  occafion  they  were  confidered  in  the  eye  of  the  law 
in  common  wkh  other  fubjecls,  by  ancient  precedents  as  high 
as  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  when  a  tumult  was  fup- 
preffed  by  the  {heriffof  Norfolk,  aided  by  three  hundred  men 
in  array,  not  foldiers  indeed  in  the  modern  fenfe  of  the  word, 
but  fuch  men  as  had  conquered  at  CrefTy  and  Agincourt,  men 
ferving  under  feudal  tenures,  and  poffetTed  of  all  the  fuperior 
advantages  of  difcipline  which  the  times  could  give  ;  but  no 
danger  was  apprehended  from  them,  and  in  the  cafes  where 
their  conduct,  in  fupprefling  the  tumults,  was  mentioned,  it 
was  greatly  applauded. 

Mr.  Fox  fajd,  that  much  of  what  had  been  urged  againft  \ir.  F01 
the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  might  have  been  f  pa  red, 
if  the  words  of  his  motion  had  been  attended  to.  All  that 
was  faid  about  employing  the  military  under  the  direction  of 
the  civil  power  was  totally  nugatory;  nobody  difputed  it. 
The  cafe  quoted  was,  that  three  hundred  military  men  acled 
under  the  direction  of  the  fherifF,  who  was  the  perfon  of  all 
others  the  moft  proper,  and  on  whom  the  conftitution  princi- 
pally depended  for  the  fuppreflion  of  tumults  and  popular  com- 
motions. The  opinion  thrown  out  by  the  folicitor  general, 
that  the  Houfe  was  unequal  to  the  tafk  of  debating  with  pro- 
priety on  naval  and  military  queftiom,  and  particularly  on 
queftions  of  law,  and  that  foolifh  and  improper  things  were 
faid  in  popular  aflemblies,  were  treated  with  a  numerous*,  but 
pointed  and  keen  feverity.  He  retorted  on  the  folicitor  at 
the  conclufion  of  every  period,  and  fliewed  the  grofs  impro- 
priety of  the  aflertion,  in  a  mariner  equally  convincing  and 
humorous.  He  faid,  he  had  been  always  uled  to  look  upon 
1  '  popular 


i*       '  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781, 

popular  affemblies  as  the  moft  advantageous  places  for  free 
and  important  difcuflion  ;  had  been  early  initiated  in  them 
himfelf,  and  had  been  taught  both  by  habit  and  reflexion, 
that  the  remaining  parts  of  the  conftitution  had  been  prefer- 
ved  by  their  means,  and  their  means  only.  But  why  did  he 
fpeak  of  conftitution  r  This  was  fome  of  the  foolim  things 
ufual  in  popular  affemblies,  which  the  learned  gentleman  did 
not  or  would  not  underftand.  The  learned  gentleman  had 
expreffed  it  as  his. opinion,  that  a  foldier,  in  cafe  of  emer- 
gency, a6ted  only  as  a  common  individual;  and  yet  he  had 
granted,  that  in  fo  ailing  he  was  ftill  under  the  control  of 
officers,  and  fubjeft  to  punifhment  for  difoHedience.  How 
did  thefe  parts  of  the>  learned  gentleman's  reafoning  agree? 
But  after  having  hazarded  an  affertion,  that  many  foolifh 
things  were  faid  in  popular  affemblies,  perhaps  the  learned 
gentleman  conceived  himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  producing  a 
proof  of  his  affertion,  and  had,  therefore,  made  ihis  remark 
upon  the  tail  of  Iris  declaration.  Mr.  Fox  farther  accufed  the 
folici  tor  general  of  replying  to  his  obfervations  fome  days  after 
they  were  made;  by  which  means  he  reduced  him  to  the  very 
uncomfortable  alternative  of  being  either  filent  as  to  his  own 
vindication,  or  of  violating  the  eftablifhed  order  of  the  Houfe, 
which  did  not  admit  a  member  to  repeat  what  had  been  faid  on 
any  preceding  day.  As  to  the  propofitions  of  his  honourable 
friend,  he  highly  approved  of  them,  and  he  paid  warm  and 
ardent  encomiums  to  him  on  the  elegance  and  the  energy  of 
the  fpeech  with  which  he  had  introduced  them.  He  faid,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  had  not  flattered  his  friend  with  the 
expectation  of  fuccefs — he  had  not  given  him  any  encourage- 
ment to  the  attempt;  for  he  had  been  longer  in  Parliament 
than  his  honourable  friend,  and  he  knew  the  difpofition  of  the 
Houfe  too  well  to  be  fanguine  in  his  profpefls  of  any  confti- 
tutional  queftion. 
11  Gc°1Cal  "^ne  ^°^c'ltor  General  anfwered  Mr.  Fox,  and  faid,  the  gen- 
tleman  had  accufed  him  of  having  fpoken  contemptibly  of 
that  affembly.  He  was  forry  he  was  compelled  to  give  a  di- 
reft  denial  to  that  affertion,  the  faft  being,  that  he  had  never 
entertained  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  fo  ridiculous  and  pre- 
fumptuous  a  proceeding.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
alfo  charged  him  with  having  faid  that  many  foolifh  things 
had  been  fpoken  in  that  affembly. — He  had  the  fame  reply  to 
m  »ke  to  this  fecond  imputation,  which  was  to  deny  it  flatly. 
*«  for  the  third,  he  faid,  he  felt  it  of  much  lefs  confequence ; 

but 
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but  he  aflured  Mr,  Fox,  that  he  had  heen  miftaken  in  (up- 
pofing  that  any  part  of  his  firft  fpeech  had  been  produced  by 
his  (Mr.  Fox's)  animadverfions  upon  the  trial  of  Lord  George 
Gordon  in  a  preceding  debate,  an  occafion  having  been  given 
him  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  the  motion, 
to  enter  into  the  explanation  of  that  affair  with  which  he  had 
troubled  the  Houfe,  without  any  reference  to  the  previous  de- 
bate whatever. 

The  Attorney  General  confined  himfelf  principally  to  the  The. 
juftification.of  the  trial  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  and  of  his  ncyG 
own  conduct,  but.  gave  a  general  opinion  againft  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dunning,  on  riling,  faid  he  muft  add  to  the  number  Mr.  I 
of  lawyers,  of  whom  four  had  now  fpoke  on  the  queftion.  nin8- 
He  faid  four,  becaufe  he  included  an  honourable  gentleman, 
(Sir  Grey  Cooper)  who  had  left  the  honours  of  a  profeffion 
in  his  view,  for  the  advantages  of  another  within  his  reach* 
After  a  very  cool  and  mafterly  view  of  the  general  topics,  he 
confined  himfelf  to  the  propofition  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  adopt,  by  a  vote;  this  he  highly  approved  ;  it  con- 
tained a  palpable  truifm,  afa£t  which  no  man  who  had  any 
regard  for  the  conftitution  would  dilpute,  and  not,  as  had 
been  faid,  a  vague  definition. 

The  Houfe  now  called  for  thequeftion,  Mr.  Sheridan  re- 
peated his  defire,  that  the  firft  motion  might  be  withdrawn, 
which  was  complied  with.  The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the' 
fecond  propofition,  when  there  appeared, 

For  the  motion,  94;  againft  it,   17T. 

The  third  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

The  following  Papers  were  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

An  Account  of  Extraordinary  Services  incurred  and  paid  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Richard  Rigby,  Paymajler  General  of  His  Ma?ejty's 
Forces,  between  the  31//  of  January  1780,  and  the  \ft  of  February 
1781,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

Dates  of  Warrants. 

1780.  £.    s.     J. 

July  20.  To  Thomas  Harley  and  Henry  Dmm- 
mond,  Efqrs.  in  full  of  a  warrant  for  50000I.  to 
be  by  them  applied  and  inverted  in  the  purchafing 
Spanifh  and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice 
of  His  Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  North  America  5845     9     * 

27.  To  do,  to  be  by  them  inverted  in  Spanifh 
and  Portugal  coins,    for   the  ufe  and  fervice   of  His  , 

Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  ■  1 00000     o     o 

Aug. 
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1780.  £.         s.        d. 

Aug.    5.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spa- 
nish and  Portugal  coins,   for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  , 
His  Majefty'>  foices  ferving  in  North  America  1119S7    ix   n 

Sept.  30.    To  do.  to  be  by  them  inverted  in  Spa-  • 
nifh  and  Portugal  coin.-,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
His   Majefty's   forces   ferving   in   do.        ,  ,33  79r      8     9 

OCX.  19.  To  do  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spa- 
nifh and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
His  Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  150000     o     t 

Nov.  6.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spa- 
nish and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
His  Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  —  286582      5     7 

To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spanifh.  and 
Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's force*  ferving  in  do.  —  149012    13      fc 

24.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spanifh 
and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  His 
Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  —  154480    18     9 

Dec.  13.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  inveitedin  Spa- 
nifh and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
His  Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  —  110712    12     3 

29.  To  do^  to  be  by  them  invefted   in  Spajiifh 
'    '  and  Portugal  coins,     for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  His 

Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  —  12976      1      11 

Dae.  29.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spa- 
nifh and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
His  Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  —  372950    15     7 

1781. 

Jan.  10.  To.do.  to  be  by1  them  invefted  in  Spa- 
nifh and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
His  Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  —  82101      7     3 

1  5.     To  do.   to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spanifh  1 

and  Portugal  coins,  ordered  to  be  iflued  as  for  the 
American  fervice,  but  actually  fent  for  the  ufe  and 
fervice  of  His  Majefty's  troops  at  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  fent  with 
Commodore  Johnftone  —  —  75000     o     • 


1845441      4     S 


Toward*,  the  foregoing  payments  to  MeflT.  Harley 
and  Drummond,   apply  the  following  fums,  viz. 

Cafh  received  at  fundry  times  of  General  Elliott, 
Governor  of  Gibraltar,  on  account  of  the  fub- 
fiflcnce   of    the    forces   ferving   in   that    garrifon 

34065      •     o 


T): 


1)    E    B    A    t    E    & 


Brought  forward         34065     o     6 
l)o.  received  of  General  Mur- 
tfcy,  Governor  of  Minorca,  for 
4o.  of  the  forces  ferving  in  that 
garrifon  *—  —  6932     5   16 


d. 


it8o. 

Feb.  11.  To  Sir  William  James,  Baronet*  Abel 
Smith,  William  Baynes,  and  Richard  At  kin  fori, 
Efqrs  for  provifions  delivered  at  Quebec,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  forces  ferving  in  Canada  — 

March  20.  To  Sir  William  James,  Baronet* 
Abel  Smith,  John  Roberts,  and  Richard  Atkinfon, 
Efqrs.  for  provifions  delivered  into,  ftorehoufes 
at  Deptford  and  elfewhere,  on  the  river  Thames* 
for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  In  do.  —  — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  — - 

To  do.  far  do.  fervice  —  *— 

April  1 1.  To  do,  for  do.  fervice  — 

19.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  — 

May  26.  To  do.  fordo,  fervice  — 

July  8.  To  do.  for  provifions  delivered  into  (lores 
at  Cowes,  for  the  ufe  of  do.  forces  — 

Aug,  11.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  — 

OcJ.  24.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  — 

Nov.  13.   To.  do.  for  provifions  delivered  at 
Deptford  and  Cowes,  for  the  ufe  of  do.  forces 

March  23.  To  John  Durand,  Efq.  for  provi- 
sions delivered  into  (lores  at  Corke,  for  the  ufe  of 
ihe  forces  ferving  at  New  York  and  its  dependen- 
cies, in  Georgia,  and  in  EaftvFlorida  — • 
April  6.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice                   — 
1 1 .  To  do.  for  do.  fervice             —  — 
May  24.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice               — 
July  8.  To  do.  fordo,  fervice                   — 
Nov.  1 .  To  do,  for  do.  fervice                ■■ 
March  23.      To   Adam    Drumcnond;     Mofes 
Fianks,    and  John  Nefbit,   Efqrs.  for  provifions 
delivered  into  ftorehoufes  at  Corke,  for  the  ufe  of  - 
the  forces  ferving  in  North  America                — 
April  11.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice         —     x   —   . 
May  24.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice         —         — 
June  28.  To  do.  ^or  do.  fervice         —         «•*•» 
Aug.  25.  To  do.  fordo,  fervice         *—  — 
^    Nov*  1.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice           —          — 
June  il.  To  the  reprefentatives  of  Arnold  Nef- 
bitt,    and    to    Adam     Drummond     and    Mofes 
\oh.  11.                                R 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


1780. 

Franks,  Efqrs.  for  provifions  fpoiled  by  the  lofs  of 
the  Betfey  tranfport  —  — 

March  23.  To  Sir  George  Wombwell,  Baronet, 
John  Henniker,  and  William  Devaynes,  Efqrs.  for 
provifiom  delivered  into  ftorehoufes  at  Corkc,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  forces  ferving  at  New  York  and  its 
dependencies,  in  Georgia,  and  in  Eaft  Florida 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  « 


783 


A.  1781. 
1.  1 

13    0 


11191 
1 1003 

4454 

2981 

11031 

11040 

20091 

10974 

7601 

1902 

9779 


To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  — 

May  1 9 .  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  - 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  — 

July  8.  To  do.  for  do^  fervice  — 

Aug.  if.  To  do.  fordo,  fervice  — 

2  5.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  _ 

April  6.  To  Thomas  Hazlewood,  Efq.  for  pro- 
vifions  delivered  into  ftorehoufes  at  Corke,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  forces  ferving  at  New  York  and  its  de- 
pendencies, in  Georgia,  and  in  Eaft  Florida  10829 

March  23.  To  Kender  Mafon  and  John  White- 
lock,  Efqrs.  for  provifions  delivered  into  ftorehoufes 
at  Corke,  for  the  nfe  of  the  forces  ferving  at  New 
York,  and  its  dependencies,  in  Georgia,  and  in 
Eaft  Florida  —  —  —  — 
April  11.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

May  19.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

24.    To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

July  8.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice.  - 

April  1 1.  To  James  Bogle  French,  Efq.  for  pro- 
vifions deliveicd  into,  ftorehoufes  ac  Corke,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  forces  ferving  at  New  York  and  its  de- 
pendencies, in  Georgia,  and  in  Raft  Florida      — • 
May  24.  To  do.  fordo,  frrvice  ■ 

June  2.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice,         —         — 
April  14.  To  Benjamin  Smith,  William  Fitz- 
hugh,  and  James  Powis>  Efqrs.  for  provifions  deli- 
vered into  ftorehoufes  at  Corke,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
forces  ferving  in  America  —  — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  — 

Aug  3 .  To  do.  for  do.  fervice         —       — 
April  19.  To  Robert  Mayne,  Efq.  for  provifions 
delivered  into  ftorehoufes  at  Corke,  for  the  ufe  of 
Che  forces  ferving  in  America  ■■ 

Aug  3.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice         —       — 
Nov.  1 3 .  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■'•  »   ■ 

March  10.  To  John  Stephenfon  and  John 
Blackburn,  Efqrs.  for  provifions  delivered  into 
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8i.  DEBATES. 

ufes  at  Deptford,  and  el fe where  on  the  river 

s,  for  the  ufc  of  the  forces  ferving  in  Nova 

ind  Newfoundland         —         —       —       19801        7  5 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■  7500       o         • 

il  11.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice         ■  11894     11         • 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  —  319111         9 

t.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice         —       —       29x56     11  5 

lo.  for  do.  fervice  —  —  19162      19  2 

:  2.  To  John  Stephenfon  and  John  Black- 
Lfqrs.  for  victualling  the  forces  at  St.  John's 
lependencies,  between  14th  December  17789 
1  December  1779*  and  for  provifions  con* 

I  4047       5        »• 

lo.  for  victualling  the  forces  at  do.  between 
ti  and  31ft  December  1779,  and  for  provi- 
mdemned  ........  $07       3  9 

8.  To  do.  for  provifions  delivered  into 
ufes,  at  Deptford,  and  elfewhere  on  the  river 
s,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  ferving  in  Nova 
ind  Newfoundland  »—  -*-  usai  3 

To  do.  for  victualling  the  forces  at  Nova 
between  the  3d  November  1779,  and  18th 
1780  —  —  —  *775*       5         7 

•  11.  To  do.  for  victualling  the  forces  at 
cotia,  and  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  be- 
ne firft  of  January  and  1 2th  May  1780,  and 
rifions  condemned  at  St.  John's,  Newfound  • 

—             — •     '        —  •           —  2294       °         • 

.  13.  To  do.  for  provifions  iffeed  to  the 
U  St.  John's  and  its  dependencies,  in  New- 
ind,  between  the  13th  May  and  28th  July 
for  provifions  condemned  1563       $         © 

7.  To  do.  for  provifions  iflued  to  the  forces 
fax,  &c.  in  Nova  Scotia,  between  the  1 9th 
ind  13th  June  1780  -^»  —  4534     «9  6 

ch  10.  To  John  Stephenfon  and  John 
urn,  Efqrs.  for  provifions  delivered  into 
ufes  at  Deptford,  and  elfewhere  on  the  river 
;s,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  ferving  in  Weft 

I  «!-!■  —  —  9060  I  J 

il  19.  To  da.  for  victualling  the  civil  branch 
ordnance  at  Penfacola,  between  the  ift 
r  1778  and  30th  September  1779,  f°r  Pro" 
fupplied  to  the  pod  at  Manchse  to  19th  Au- 
'79  ;  and  for  do.  delivered  to  John  Lorimer, 
1  furgeon,  between  the  2  5th  December  1778 
th  December  1779  —  —  6116     12  5 

5  19.  To  John  Stephenfon  and  John  Black- 
Efqrs.  for  provifions  ifl"ucd  to  the  troops  at 

R  2  Redciiffe^ 
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PARLIAMENTARY  A.178.. 

UiUtiit*.    iYni.Ki'i<St  >«nii  iMobille,  to  24th  Dec* 
1  /  >•>,    •»»♦!  i<i.   ;.i<'viImmi)»  condemned  at  Penfacola   10523      13        3 
\,,c     ..     in   ,w»,   1m    pioviiions   condemned  in 
•.li,   Uiwvcit  the    ifcth  of  Nov.    1779, 


1   ..  •■ 


I    HI 


I    /■ 


Ki-mki  Mi»ivjn»  lifq.  for  vi dualling 

a ♦  ,♦„  .  1  I'.iii  I'tond.t,  and  ihe  our-poiis,   be* 

,, ...   .   ,  o    ]wi»v  atul    '4UI  0'r.    1--9         — 

.  ,  1  .  ,;,.  iv*  HM»\iMuit»  lent  bv  him  co  St.  Au« 
.   ..;i:..t    ...,:  .<id«-i«d  uvin  rhence  to  Georgia 

.:,  t  11  do.  u»i  victualling  the  forces  in  the 

t ..1    >i    M.    Vufctuune,  between  the  14th  Fe* 

i.,,  „  ,   «.»d  (J  Aoitt  17*0  « 

\  u.  j .  lv  do.  for  vi&ualling  do,  between  the 
i4..i\»it.   1  #  i«>»  4iul  s|d  Febr.  17S0  — 

•<4tn  .  )|,  to  do.  for  provi  lions  ilTued  to  the  out* 
r  .11 11  .u^tidviii  on  the  garrifon  of  St.  Auguftine, 
i.t.  »i  ti»  A-iUOct.  i77f»and  i4th  x\prii  i7So,and 

iui  ^it^ilioi^  condemned        — 

I'i  li.  1  a,  T11  Anthonv  Bacon,  Eiq.  for  provisions 
.|..|i»nkl|  intti  lioichouics  at  Deptford,  and  elfe- 
..tiwit-i  'mi  \\\#  itvcr  Thames*  for  the  ufe  of  the 
liiiwk.4  Imvu»h  in.  the  Welt  Indies  - 

/\|»»ll  U.   To  do    furdo.  fervice  « 

tVl^y   it}.    To  do.   (for  do.  iervice  ■ 

|vmv>  *K.   To  do.  fordo,  fervice  ■ 

rJwv     ^H.    t>  do.  for  du.  Iervice  ■ 

'I  it  do.  foi  proviuons  delivered  at  Cowes,  for 
l  1m  mIv  ol  do.  toi-vtzi  — — ■*  — . 

|t>U,  m*  1>  i*<vrjjt*  Browne^  Eiq.  for  provi- 
ltniM|  U«mv«.  *itd  duburtfrnients  for  the  ufe  of  the 
^4»h!mh  >\*  Oorv«  ■  S 5^5        *  S 

4. j    |-o  do  h«i  I'Mtidi-v  goods  ihtp* 
l«».it  l««i    il»**  ufv  of  ihvt  troooa  ta 

u>iMi|i*l«   H\   \JiMv^  -       -  14$$  }  13 

|umv  1 'j.    1\*  do.  K»r  jnv villous 
4i  •«•-  »«•  do.  __—  jct4       j  9 

^»»i«.  <u.  r>«  do.  tw  wm«  4tt\i 


623  17 

4447  J 

6694  10 

9*4  *7 

*4j8  10 


1907      16 


x6ox      if 


!»♦»♦»■  1 1 .  r»»  5»«  V**oi-£«  *TomSvc!\  cenerafior 
l».i  yi  -lnttli»i£  ifw  gttvUon  ov'  Vrt  >i-ufcH\  forvi&u- 
■.m.'i,,.  »ii».  r-joif.  t*vtwv*it  tlw  *  *th  Jin  4ad  nth 
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Towards 


^I7«i.  DEBATE    S.r 

';    •  -     1780.  £.        s.         J* 

Toward*  the  expence  of  provi- 
60ns  delivered  to  the  Britifh  forces 
}a  North  America,  Nova  Scotia, 
l^ewfoundland,  fee.  apply  the  fum 
"iroted  upon  eftimate  1780,  for  that 
Service  ■     -  112927     4     © 

Towards  the  expence  of  pro- 
""•/ifions  delivered  to  the  foreign  do. 
Serving  in  do.  apply  the  fum'  voted 
upon  do.  —  —  48801    10     6 

X  Towards  the  expence  of  provi- 
;  fiojis  delivered  to  the  Britifii  do. 
.•ierving  in  the  Weft  Indies,  apply 

the  fum  voted  upon  do.  17732   14     • 

;-' .  Alfo  the  fum  flopped  for  provi- 
g  fions  delivered  to  the  (aid  forces,  be- 
t'tween  the  25th  of  June  1779,  and 

|  14th  Dec.  following      69237   12     4I 

2  Do.  for  do.  delivered  to  the 
(aid  forces,  between  the  2  5th  of  De- 
cember 1779,  and  the  24th  June 

1780  —  64399     3   11J 

Towards  the  expence  of,  provi- 
,  (ions  delivered  to  the  corps  in  Afri- 
ca, apply  the  fum  voted  upon  efti- 
mate 1780,  for  that  fervice  5000     o     o 

Towards  the  expence  of  provi- 
sions delivered  to  the  Britifii  forces 
ferving  at  Gibralter,  apply  the  fum 
Toted  upon  eftimate  1780,  for  that 
fervice  —  ■  29878   n     1 

Alfo  a  fum  voted  upon  do.  for 
provisions  delivered  to  the  foreign 
do.  ferving  in  do.  garrifon    ■  9390   10     2 \ 

357367     6     t\ 


12 


559403    13      4{ 

March  20.  To  Thomas  Harley,  Efq.  upon  ac- 
count for  provifions*  fent  by  him  for  the  fupply  of 
the  garrifon  at  Minorca  »  14000     o     o> 

.  July  20.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  .  6000     o     • 

21.  To  do.  for  a  balance  of  an  account  of  beef 
fenr to  do.  garrifon,  between  the  21ft  Dec.  1773, 
and  30th  Jan.  1780  — • ■  4*54  13     6 

May  1.  To  Thomas  Farrer,  Efq.  for  a  cargo  of 
wheat,  fhipped  for  the  ufe  of  do.  garrifon         —         si 90     o     o 

To 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


1780. 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice 
To  do.  for  do.  fervice 


April  11.  To  Henry  Budd,  Efq.  for  keeping  up 
proviiions  in  the  ifland  of  Jcrfey  )  • 

May  19.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  in  the  ifland  of 
Guernfey  ■  ■  — 

Aug.  11.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  in  do  ■ 

Nov,  24.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  in  the  ifland  of 
Jcrfey  —  —  —  — 

April  11.  To  William  Budd,  Efq.   for  keeping 
up  provifions  in  the  ifland  of  Jerfey  ■  ■ 

May  19.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  in  the  ifland  of 
Guerney  ■  ■  — — - 

Nov.  13.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  in  do.  — 

24.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  in  the  ifland  of  Jerfey 


June  28.  To  Simon  Frafer,  Efq.  being  a  balance 
due  anA  payable  to  him  for  furnifhing  bread,  wood, 
&c.  to  the  forces  encamped  in  the  year  1778 

Mar.  20.  To  John  Maton,  Efq.  upon  account 
for  fupplying  do.  to  the  forces  encamped  in  the 
fummer  1779  —  — *  — 

July  19.  To  do.  for  do.x  fervice  1 

May  19.  To  Mathew  Cox,  Efq.  by  way  of  ad- 
vance, on  account  for  fupplying  do.  to  the  forces 
encamped  in  the  fummer  1780  -____— 

July  7.  To  do.  in  farther  advance  in  do.  fervice 
27.  To  do.  in  farther  advance  for  do.  fervice 
Aug.  ii.  To  do.  in  farther  advance  for  do.  fer- 
vice ■    ■  ■  — - — 
25.  To  do.  in  farther  advance  for  do.  fervice 
Sept*  19.  To  do.  in  farther  advance  for  do.  fer- 

30.  To  do.  in  farther  advance  for  do.  fervice 
Dec.  22.  To  do.  in  farther  advance  for  do.  fer- 


Mar.  20.  To  Meflrs.  Mure,  Son,  and  Atkinfon, 
for  freight,  of  fundry  fhips  employed  in  carrying  pro- 
vifions and  ftores  to  North  America,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forces  there  -•*  —  __ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  — -  —  — 


A.  1781. 

S96  12    6 
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A.  1781. 


DEBA  T  E  S. 


1780. 

To  do.  for  do.  fervicc  —          _           _. 

To  do.  for  do.  fervicc  —           _           _ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervicc  — .           _           _ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —          —          _ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —          _          __ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —           _           — - 

•  To  do.  fordo,  fervice  —          _          — « 

May  1  •  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —          —           — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  — .           _           — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —           _           — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —           —           — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —          _          _ 

26.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —           — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —           —          — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  _          _           _ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —           —          _ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  — •           —           — 

To  do,  for  do.  fervice  —          — -          _ 

June  30.  To> do.  fordo,  fervice  —          — . 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  »               ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  — -— _ 

July  3 1.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■    ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■                 ■■     ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice"  — -          —          _ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  _           _           _ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —           —     v     _ 

Aug.  2 1  •  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  . 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —                — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —               — . 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —              — • 

O&.  24.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice           ■■ 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  — -               — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —               — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  — -               — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —               — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —                — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —              — - 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —               — 

Nov.  24.  To  do.  for  do.  fervicc  —          — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —               zz 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —                — 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —               — 

Dec.  2i.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  1 

7*o  do.  for  do.  fervicc  —               — 
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Mar. 

«8  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  i7fo, 

17*0.  .  £ •      *•     i 

Mar.  ao.  To  Meflrs.  Marc,  Son,  and  Atkinfbn, 
for  the  hire  and  maintenance  of  extra  feamen  pot  on 
board  fun  dry  (hips  employed  in  carrying  provifions 
and  (lores  to  North  America,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
there  —  —  — 

May  i.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

26.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  — 

June  30.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■ 

July  31.  To  do   for  do.  fervice  —  — 

Oft.  14.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  — 

Pec.  2 1 .  To  do.  for  do   fervice  ■ 


June  30.  To  Meflrs.  Mure,  Son,  and  Atkinfon, 
for  the  value  of  the  (hip  Duke  of  Lei  niter,  taken  by 
the  French,  while  employed  in  carrying  provifions  to 
North  America  —  —  —  1826     5     4 

Aug.  2 1 .  To  do.  for  the  value  of  the  (hip  Har- 
monia,  taken  by  the  enemy  while  employed  in  car* 
rying  oats  to  America  —  —  1507   10    4 
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Aug.  31.  To  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Heffc 
Caflel,  for  levy  money,  for  70  Hanau  recruits  505      £     • 

Nov.  14.  To  the  Margrave  of  Anfpach,  towards 
payment  of  an  account  of  pay  and  levy  money  for 
recruits         »       —  —  —  x«30     o    0 

To  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  for  levy  money  for 
931  recruits,  for  the  troops  of  the  faid  Landgrave         6*»io   13     t 

17.  To  the  Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  for  do.  for 
172  recruits  —  —  —  160*   it     3 


10658   10    7 


Mar.  20.  To  Meflrs.  Mure,  Son,  and  Atkinfon, 
for  fhoes  fen t  to  Jamaica  —  —  —  I556  1 5     I 

To  do.  for  cloathing,  horfe  accoutrements,  and 
ftores  fent  to  Georgia,  for  the  fervice  of  the  forces 
there  —  —  —. 

July  14.  To  do.  for  barrack  furniture,  and  other 
(tores,  fhipped  for  the  forces  in  Canada  

To  do.  for  vinegar  fent  to  America,  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  forces  there  .  —  — .     .       

3  t .  To  do.  for  oats  fent  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
iu  Nonh  America  ■  , 
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Aug.  11.  To  do.  for  camp  equipage,  accoutre, 
merits,  cloathing,  and  (lores,  {hipped  for  the  fer- 
vice of  r  he  forces  in  America  — 9356      1  -  1 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  ■  ■  6830   10     7 

Oft.  24.  To  do.  for  oats  fent  for  the  ufe  of  the 
'  forces  in  North  America  3918   19      8 

Nov.  28.  To  do.   for  accoutrements,  cloathing, 
and  ftores,  fent  to  America,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
_  forces  there  ■  7703      5      7 

To  do.  for  camp  equipage,  accoutrements,  and 
ftores,  fent  to  do.  for  the  fervice  of  do   forces  1699   12     o 

July  14.  To  Thomas  Hailey,  Efq.  for  cloathing, 
blankets,  add  hofe,  feat  for  the  fervice  of  the  army 
'  in  Canada  __  __  646  S   12     6 

24.  To  do.  for  cloathing  fent  to  the  Provincial 
troops  in  North  America  ■  —         9733     6     a 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  —  92824     8 

To  do.  for  fundry  articles  of  cloathing,  fent  for 
the  ufe  of  the  army  in  do.  —  6491    1 1      5 

To  do.  for  fundry  do.  for  the  10th,  45th,  and 
5 2d  regiments  of  foot,  to  replace  the  cloathing  of 
thefe  regiments,  taken  for  the  ufe  of  the  Provincial 

troops  ■■  3189     8     4 

178 1. 

Jan.  12.  To  do.  for  blankets  provided  for  the 
troops  in  the  Weft  Indies  — ~— 

March  11.  To  William  Knox,  Efq.  for  prefents 
to  the  Indians' on  the  Mufquito  Ihore  — 

May  1.  To  do.  for  prefents  te  the  Indians  in 
Canada  

To  do.  for  prefents  to  the  Indians  in  the  South 
diftrift  of  America  __— 

Dec  14.  To  do.  for  prefents  to  the  Indians  in 
Weft  Florida  —  —  —  — 

March  23.  To  John  Trotter,  Efq.  for  hofpital 
bedding,  and  divers  utenfils  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
in  St.  Lucia  ■  — 

April  7.  To  do.  for  do.  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
in  Jamaica  — — — — •  m     - 

May  22.  To  do.  for  do.  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
in  North  America  ■  -  — — 

Sept.  25.  To  do.  for  ftores  for  the  hofpital  in 
North  America,  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick  in  the 
infirmary  at  Strombolo-houfe,  Chelfea,  in  the  year 
1780 »734   *9     7 

1779. 
Dec.  1 .  To  Capt.  William  Barnngton,  in  conh- 
deration  of  the  lofles  he  fuftained  in  the  Afliftance 

Vol.  II.  S  tranfport 
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tranfport  brig,  in  his  paflage  to  Halifax,  and  in 
the  Minerva  tranfport,  in  returning  from  Rhode  • 
Ifiand  to  New  York  —  ■  7«  it    6 

1780. 

Feb.  8.  To  Captain  Stephen  Watts,  for  the  cure 
of  a  wound  received  in  a&ion  near  Fort  Stanwix,  in 
Korth  America  —  IOo     o'    0 

To  Capt.  Edward  Barron,  being  his  Majelly's 
bounty  for  the  lofs  of  the  ufe  of  his  leg,  in  the  action 
at  Bunker's  Hill,    17th  June,   1775  —  90     8     4 

March  1.  To  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  Ma- 
jor general  Scott,  for  cloathing  of  the  26th  regiment, 
taken  by  the  rebels  in  Canada,  An.  1775  "—  969    13     0 

To  Colonel  George  Garth,  for  the  lofTes  he  fuf- 
tained  in  baggage  and  camp  epuipage,  by  the  capture 
of  the  fhip  Champion  by  the  French  —  160     o     0 

13.  To  Mr.  James  Mc.  llraith,  for  the  value  of 
fundry  articles  delivered  at  Goree,  for  his  Majefty's 
fervice  — — —  — ■ 11 72      1     0 

17.  To  Captain  John  Jones,  in  confideration  ef 
his  lofles  by  the  capture  of  the  fhip  Champion,  taken 
by  the  Frenth  the  24th  Sept.  1779  —  41     o     0 

20.  To  Mr.  James  Thomas,  for  bread  fupplied 
for  the  ufe  of  the  government  of  Grenada         —  i©>      71 

22.  To  Mr.  Richard  Littlewort,  for  icpairs  of  his 
fhip,  damaged  during  the  invafion  of  Quebec,  in 
the  years  1775  and  1776  —  —  70  15     9 

April  20.  To  Captain  Urquhart,  for  lofles  fuf- 
tained  by  him  by  the  capture  of  the  floop  Bctfey,  in 

1775  '  — 46     6    0 

May  5.  To  Alexander  Rofs,  Efq.  for  fundry  ar- 
ticles provided  for  the  troops  in  Virginia,  and  for  his 

pay,  in  the  year  1776  199611     6 

8.  To  the  Captains  of  the  16th  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, for  their  contingent  allowance  from  25th 
June,  1776,  to  24th  December,   1778  —  7£0  t^    0 

ioth.  To  Meflrs.  Shubrick  and  Clemfon,  for  the 
charges  of  a  boat  for  the  fdrces  in  South  Caro- 
lina, from   a 8th   May,    1775;,    to   28th  January, 

1776  "  ■  2\t  r4    % 
22.  To  Lieutenant  Robert  Franklin,  of  the  42a 

regiment  of  foot,  for  lofles  fuftained  by  being  taken 

by  a  rebel  privateer  _  4!     8    b 

26.  To  Mr  Gilbert  Hillock,  for  his  contingencies 
at  barrack-mafter,  fcc.  in  ttre  iflaird  of  St.  Vincent's, 
to  the  15th  June  1779  -  a2*     %    4 

June  2*  To  Captain  Mc.  Laughlin,  of  the 
55th  regiment  of  foot,  for  lofles  fuftained  by  being 

ftip- 


\A.tj$u  D    E    B    A   T    E    S. 

I7*«-  *  £.       s.     d. 

1  (hipwrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  in  his  return 
1  from  North  America  —  .      —  43       4     « 

To  Captain  Cathcart,  of  the  77th  regiment  of 
foot,  for  loifes  fuftained  by  being  taken  by  a  rebel 
privateer,  in  his  paflage  from  New  York  to  Eng- 
land   r 54       4     * 

15.  To  Mcflfrs.  Adair  and  do.  for  lodes  fuftain* 
ed  by  the  officers  of  the  4th  regiment  of  foot,  by 
being  taken  off  the  Grenades  by  the  Count  D'Efta- 

ing ■  165     14    t 

16.  To  John  Frafer,  Efq.  acting  deputy  pay- 
mafter  at  Montreal,  for  the  contingencies  of  Jus  de- 
partment >  — — -  450       of 

29.  To  Thomas  Wilkiefon,  for  the  amount  of 
brandies  taken  out  of  a  Dutch  fhip  by  the  order  of 
Governor  Elliot,  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon  of  Gib- 
raltar ■  — — »34|       o     a 

July  4.  To  John  Wentworth,  Efq.  being  the  ba- 
lance of  his  account  as  governor  of  New  Hampihire, 
from  13th  June  1775,  to  25th  March  1777  781       6     4 

6*  To  Meffrs.  Mey ricks,,  to  be  by  them  paid  over 
to  fundry  officers  for  conducting  drafts  for  the  forces  „ 
in  North  America  — -  —  100       o     • 

8.  To  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Heffe,  for  pay 
advanced  to  an  additional  company  of  Hanau  Chaf- 
feurs,  and  fome  recruits  for  the  troops  of  Hanau, 
from  the  days  of  their  refpe&ive  enliftments  to  the 
29th  March,  17795  for  levy  money  for  the  faid 
company  and  recruits;  forexpences  on  the  march  of 
do.  to  Portfmouth;  and  for  proportional  fubGdy 
for  the  faid  company,  from  the  29th  March  1779,. 
to  a»4th  December  following  —  2195       7     9 

14.  To  Mary  Mince,  widow  and  adminiftratrix 
of  the  late  William  Mince,  for  the  hire  of  a  vcffel  to 
bring  difpatches  from  Gambia  ■  ■  150       o     o 

22.  To  Captain  William  Home,  paymaster  of  the 
48th  regiment  of  foot,  to  reimburfe  fundry  fums  ex- 
pended for  puplic  fervices  at  Grenada,  in  November 
1778  —  —  44*       *     O 

26*  To  George  Leonard,  Efq.  in  part  of  payment 
for  fervices  performed  in  North  America  —  2000       o     o 

To  Major  William  Agnew,  of  the  24th  regiment 
of  foot,  for  the  cure  of  a  wound  he  received  in  Ame- 
rica in  1777  —  —  135       5   ti 

Auguft  5 .  To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  O'Hara, 
late  Governor  of  Senegambia,  towards  farther  pay- 
ment of  his  contingent  diiburfements  for  the  fervice 
of  that  province  ■    ■■  —  2000       o     o 

S  %  10.  To 
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10.  To  Mr.  Jofcph  M'Laughlin,  for  fundry  ar- 
ticles provided   by  him,  as  commiflary  and  barrack* 

mafter  at  Greneda  —  —  637       6    4 

1 1.  To  Mr.  Robert  Aynfley,  for  the  value  of  a 
veffel  and  cargo,  and  the  hire  thereof,  imprefled  in 
the  river  Gambia,  which  fell  into  the  hauds  of  the 

French  on  the  furrender  of  that  garnfon  —  1598        7     0 

21.  To  John  Chriftopher,  Efq.  for  his  expences 
in  coming  from  Jamaica,  by  order  of  Governor  Dal- 
ling,  with  pians  of  war  againft  Spain  100        o    0 

To  Captain  John  Money,  for  examining  and 
(rating  the  accounts  of  Jacob  Jordan,  contractor  for 
furnifhing  horfes,  waggons,  &c.  to  the  army  in  Ca- 
nada, in  the  year  1777  —  —  200        o     0 

23.  To  the  Prince  of  Waldeck,  in  part  of  extra 
claims  for  Waldeck troops  —  —  2650        o     0 

30.  To  Lieutenant  Smollet  Campbell,  of  the  7  ift 
regiment  of  foot,  for  the  cure  of  a  wound  he  received 

in  an  aclion  at-Savannah,  in  Georgia  130        O     0 

31.  To  H.  J.  Hanfard,  Efq.  to  reimburfe  him 
fundry  fums  advanced  by  him,  for  pay  of  two 
corps  of  Provincial  troops,  blown  from  the  coafl 
of'  America,  one  of  which  arrived  in  England,  and 

the  other  in  Ireland  —  —  1034        *     0 

Sept.  11.  To  Jacob  Wilkinfon,  Efq.  agent  to 
Patrick  Tonyn,  Efq.  governor  ot  Eaft  Florida,  for 
a  fchooner  for  the  fervice  of  the  faid  province,  for 
one  year,  ending  29th  Arigufr,   1781  417        5     0 

13.  To  MtflVs.  Rofs  and  Gray,  to  be  paid  over 
to  fundrv  Officers  of  the  16th  regiment  of  (light) 
dragoons,  for  the  lofles  they  fuftained  in  camp  equi- 
page, cloathing,  and  accoutrements,  on  aftual 
iervice  in  North  America,  or  taken  at  fea  by  the 
rebels  or  French  —  —  599         \      19 

19.  To  Mr.  John  Ruding,  late  furgeon  and  pur- 
veyor to  the  hofpital  in  Grenada,  for  fundry  difburfe- 
ments  for  the  troops  in  the  faid  hofpital  —  239        8     5 

25.  To  Captain  Colin  Campbell,  of  the  71ft 
regiment  of  foot,  for  the  cure  of  a  wound  he  received 
in  Georgia  the  20th  of  June,   1779  %      —  50        o     o 

29.  To  Lieutenant  Rowland  Hazelton,  of  the  16th 
regiment  of  foot,  for  the  expence  of  the  cure  of  a 
wound  he  received  in  South  Carolina  in  February 
1779  —  —  —  2r        o     0 

O&.  1 8.  To  Captain  William  Taylor,  of  the  2  2th  1 

regiment  of  foot,  for  the  cure  of  a  wound  he  re* 
ceived  in  America,  in  the  year  1776  —  20       00 


I 
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To  Captain  Thomas  Banks,  of  the  70th  regiment 
of  foot,  for  lofles  he  fuftained  by  being  taken  pnfoner 

on  his  paflage  from  New  York  25        a     6 

Nov.  1.  To  William  Beft,  Efq.  for  the  contingent 
dtfburfements  of  the  Hanoverian  battalions  at  Gibral- 
tar and  Minorca,  from  25th  December,  1778,  to 
*4th  December,    17^  ■  405        98 

To  Lieutenant-general  James  Murray,  to  make 
good  the  deficiency  in  the  revenues  applicable  to  the 
contingent  expences  of  the  government  of  Minorca, 
for  one  year,  to  the  25th  June,    1780  — -.  499      10     9 

17.  To  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  part  of  an 
account  of  contingent  expences  for  Brunfwick 
troops         —         —         —         —         —       •—       2600       o     o 

Dec.  8.  To  Captain  Tames  Douglas,  of  the  1  «;th 
regiment  of  foot,  for  lofles  by  the  capture  of  the  Sym  - 
metry  brig  by  the  rebels,  in  the  river  Delaware,  in 

the  year  1777  29      15     o 

To  Lieutenant  Sir  William  Twyfden,  Bart,  of 
;the  5th  regiment  of  foot,  for  lofles  he  fuftained  in 
the  Eolus  tranfport  palfing  Sullivan's  liland  —  38      15     o 

To  Brigade  Major  Frederick  Bowes,  of  the  64th 
regiment  of  foot,  for  lofles  he  fuftained  on  board  the 
Solus  tranfport,  which  was  blown  up  off  Fort  SuJli- 
Van,  in  the  mouth  of  April  1780  —  xo      10     o 

22.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  William  Shirreflf,  for 
cattle,  (beep,  &c.  furnifhed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
At  Bofton,  in  the  year  1775  ■  ■    ■■  971        4     z 

1781. 
Jan.  9.    To  Captain  Chaloner  Ogle,    being  his 
Wajefty's  bounty  for  the  lofs  of  his  left  arm,  in  a&ion, 
on  board  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir  G.  B. 
Rodney,  the  17th  April,   1780  —  182      10     o 

12.  To  Lord  Hervey,  for  prefents  to  Indians  in 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  other  expences,  to 
compofe  a  mifunderftanding  between  the  faid  In* 
4ians  and  the  crew  of  the  Viper  floop,  in  the  year 

J778  156      18     4 

*  15.  To  Mrs.  Margaret  Gilch rift,  in  confideration 
of  her  hufband  being  killed  in  North  America,  the 
*8th  June,    1778  —  —  85        3     4 

17,  To  Captain  Donald  Mc.  Donell,  of  the  71ft 
regiment  of  foot,  for  the  expence  attending  the  cure 
of  two  wounds  he  received  at  the  ftorming  of  Fort 
Clinton,    on   the   North    River,    the   6th  October, 

r*777  — —  14       o     O 

I.    25.  To  Lieutenant  George  Fall,  late  comman- 
Ubnt  of  Fort  Lewis,  Senega),  for  fundry  fums  of 
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1700. 

money  expended  by  him  for  the  fervict  of  the  garri* 

fon  there  —  —  —  12s       7    1 


1780. 


»79,«3    *»7    4 


1348 
882 

343 

430 


S 
5 


Feb.   5.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  William 
Stuarr,  Efq.  for  public  fervices  —         — 

To  do.  drawn  by  William  Newton,  Efq.  for  do. 

To  do.  drawn  by  Evan  Mc.  Laurin,  Efq.  for  do. 

To  do.  drawn  by  Valentine 
Morris,  Efq.  for  do.       — 

June  1.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

July  8.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 
1781, 

Jan.  26.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 
1780. 

Feb.  15.  To  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  James  Murray,  Efq.  for 
public  fervices  — 

April  12-  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

June  1.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

July  8.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

Sept.  15.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

Feb.  15.  To  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  Patrick  Tonyn,  Efq.  for 
public  fervices  — 

Sept.  15.  To  do. for  do.  fervice 

Feb.  15.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  George 
Etherington,  Efq.  for  public  fervices 

April  12.  To  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  John  Graham,  Efq.  for 
public  fervices  —  — 

June  1.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

Dec.  7.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

April  li.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Lord 
Macartney,  for  public  fervices  — -  — 

To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by 
Andrew  Rainsford,  Efq.  for  public 
fervices  -— •  — 

June  1 .  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

July  8.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

Dec.  14.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 
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1780. 

April  it*  To  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  A.  Prevoft,  Efq.  for 
public  fervices  —         —         2300     o     o 

Sept.  15.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  3000     o     o 


5300 


April  !!•  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Meflfrs. 
Brame  and  Collet,  for  public  fervices  —  2712     6     4 

To  do.  drawn  by  George  Fall,  Efq.  for  public 
fervices  —  — •  —  — -  45$     o     0 

To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by 
John  Dalling,  Efq.  for  public  fer- 
vices .  — .  —     ,  9546     8     6 
June  i.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice     2762   ix     4 J 
July  8.  To  do. fordo,  fervice    19 130   13     3 
Sept.  1 5.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  22324     61 
ffov.  7.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  3000     o     o 
J"    Dec.  14.  To  do.  fordo,  fervice  46335     1     $\ 

1  103099     o     6| 

;   June  i.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  S.  Abu- 
aarham,  Efq.  for  public  fervices  —  —  1157     7  10 

To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by 
Alexander   Cameron,    Efq*   for 
Jtablic  fervices         —        —         2831     4     5 
Nov.  7.  To  de.  for  do.  fervice     2314  13     6  J 

5145  17  nf 

July  8.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Philip 
Call  beck,  Efq.  for  public  fervices  —  —  13770 

T*o  do.  drawn  by  James  Rooke,  Efq.  for  public 
fervices  —  —  —  —  455  19     o 

To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by 
John  Campbell,  Efq.  for  public 
Services  —  — - 

Nov.  7.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 
Dec.  14.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 
^781. 
.     Jan  1 6.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice 

46.  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ^ 

1780.  ■       ^        36204  12     ftj 

July  8.  To  bills  of  exchange, 

drawn  by  O.  A.  Elliot,  Efq.  for 

public  fervices         —        — 

Nov.  7.  To  do  .'for  do.  fervice 

Dec,  7w  To  do.  for  do,  fervice 


4407 

7 

6 

5364 

3 

o*' 

965 

9 

6 

1 8 194 

3 

9 

7273 

8 

4| 

9665 

la 

8 

8137 

to 

0 

«473 

10 

4 

July  8.  To  bills  of  exchange 
%y  WiHtam  Faucitt,  Efq. 
r  public  fervices        —        —       540 


16276  13     o 


Sept. 
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1780.  £-      s. 

Sept.  15.  To  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  William  Faucitt,  Efq. 
for  public  fcrvices  —  •**-  2560      6     4 

Nov.  7«   To  do.  for  do.  fervice  53000 


Sept.  15.  To  bills  of  exchange  ' 
drawn  by  Thomas  Brown,  .Efq. 
for  public  fervices  —  —  500     o     o 

Nov.  7*  To  do.  for  do.  fervice  536     6      5 


2863 

19 

5850. 

0 

858 

8 

2351 

16 

To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  George  Adams, 
Efq.  for  public  fervices  *437 

Dec.  7.  To  ditto  drawn  by  Peter  Chefter,  Efq. 
for  do  "  

To  do.  drawn  by  Frederick  Haldimand,  Efq. 
for  do  . 

Jan.  16,   1 78 1.  To  do.  drawn  by  Daniel  M'Neil 
Efq.  for  do.  — — 

26.  To  do.  drawn  by  Rob.  Pringle,  Efq.  fordo. 

July  1,  1779.  To  do.  of  this 
date,  drawn  by  Robert  Haldane 
Bradfhaw,  Ffq.  deputy  pay  mailer 
of  the  forces  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
on  account  of  extraordinary  expen- 
ces  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the 
faid  forces  —  —  1229     6     8 

Jan.  22,  1780.  To  do.  of  this 
date,  drawn  by  do.  fordo,  fervice        3098    15     o 

March  1 5 .  To  do.  of  this  date, 
drawn  by  do.  for  do*  fervice  —       300     o     o 

April  25.  To  do.  of  this  date, 
drawn  by  do.  for  do.  fervice       —       4282     9     o 

28.  To  do>  of  this  date,  drawn 
by  do.  for  do.  fervice  —  11 185   17     4 

May  20.  To  do.  of  this  date, 
drawn  by  do.  for  do.  fervice       —       931 216     4 

June  17,  T©  do.  of  this  date, 
drawn  by  do.  for  do.  fervice        —  595    10     o 

30.  To  do.  of  this  date,  drawn 
by  do.  for  do.  fervice         —       —       764     o     o 

Sept.  1.  To  do.  of  this  date, 
drawn  by  do.  for  do.  fervice        —      6375     5     o 


3630     6 


1036 


37143.  l$ 

*9*7&5   -t* 

11  »  * ' i  m 
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1780.  £.    s.    d. 

Feb.  9.  To  fundry  general  and  fiaff  officers, 
and  officers  of  the  hofpitals  in  Great  Britain,  for 
*heir  pay  in  the  years  1778  and  1779  —  74*o  16    o 

29.  To  Robert  Gordon,  Efq.  for  92  days  pay, 
as  commiflary  of  provisions  at  Corke,  to.  Nov.  21, 

IJrZ?  —  -—  '  «,*     o    o 

To  M.  G.  William  Faucitt,  for  92  days  pay,  as 
commiflary  in  Germany,  to  Feb.  2,  17  80  —  460    o    o 

March  7.  To  Jonathan  Clarke,  Gent,  for  184 
days  pay,  as  affiftant  commiflary  in  America,  to 
Sept.  30,  1779  ■  184    o    o 

To  Major  Duncan  Drummond,  for  300,  days 

y,  as  commiflary  of  accounts  in  America,  to 

ec.  21,  1779  927    o    • 

20.  To  Colonel  John  Burgoyne,  for  184  days 
1  pay,  as  a  commiflary  for  muttering  foreign  troops 
in  North  America,  to  January  29,  1780  —  368    o    o 

22.  To  John  Fenton,  Efq.  for  184  days  pay,  at 

captain  and  commander  of  William  and  Mary  fort  * 

in  Pfew  Hampfhire,  to  January  5,  1780        —  184    o     o 

23.  To  M.  G.  George  Morrifon,  for  730  days 
additional  pay,  as  quarter-matter  general,  to  Dec. 

24,  1779  730    o    o 

31.  To  MeflVs.  Powell  and  Cooke,  for  the  pay 
of  (everal  fupernumerary  officers  of  invalids  lately 
reduced,  from  December  25,  1778,  to  December 
*4,  1779  — - —  ; 1431   12  11 

April  7.  To  Sir  William  Howe,  for  his  pay,  as 
commander  in  chief  in  North  America,  from  May 
2fh  x77^>  t0  July  2>  following,  being  the  day  of 
liis  landing  in  England  -  ■ 

20.  To  Captain  Richard  Baily,  for  366  days 
pay,  for  fuperintending  the  embarkation  of  troops, 
&c.  to  North  America,  to  March  10,   1780  183    o    o 

May  5.  To  F.  W.  Hccht,  Efq.  for  265  days 
pay,  as  affiftant  commiflary  in  America,  to  Dec. 
24,  1779  ■  26 J    o    o 

To  Roger  Johnfon,  Efq.  for  183  days  pay,  as 
affiftant  commiflary  in  North  America,  to  Dec.  20, 
177.9  '  —  183     o    o 

10.  To  Sir  John  Lloyd,  for  pay  as  adjutant  and 
quarter  matter  to  a  detachment  of  the  75th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  from  Jan.  2,  toAugutt  15,  1779  97  18     8 

12.  To  M.  G.  Faucitt,  for  90  days  pay,  as 
commiflary  for  muttering  foreign  troops  in  Ger- 
many, to  May  2,  1780  —  —  450    o    0 

24.  To  Fleetwood  farkhurnyEfq.  for  172  days 
pay,  as  a  deputy  commiflary  in  Canada,,  to  May 

20,    1780  — —  —  —  2C8      O      O 

,    Vol.  II.  T  To 
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1780.  & 

To  J.  P.  Kiernan,  Gent,  for  767  days  pay  of  Ar- 
chibald Borland,  deceafed,  as  furgeon^  mate  at 
Senegal,  to  Auguft  22,  1778  »  u  191  : 

June  26.  To  John  Drummond,  Efa*  for  183 
days  pay,  as  deputy  commiflary  in  Canada,  to 
June  24,  1780  .  t  274 

30.  To  William  Butler,  Efq.  for  265  days  pay, 
as  affiftant  commiflary  in  America,  to  December 

24,  1779  265 

To  Gregory  Townfhend,  Efq.  for  600  days  pay, 
as  affiftant  commiflary  in  America,  to  December 
24,  1779  ■  ■      -  600 

To  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Hefie,  for  pay  of 
officers  employed  in  conducing  recruits  for  the 
Hanau  troops  to  Canada  »  333 

July  12*  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Sir  Thomas 
Egerton,  for  the  pay  of  a  furgeon's  mate  and  two 
filers  added  to  his  corps,  and  difference  of  pay  of 
two  lieutenants  and  -two  enfigns,  from  O&ober  5, 
1779,  to  June  24,  1780  ■  99 

21.  To  John  Fen  ton,  Efq.  for  182  days  pay,  as 
captain  and  commander  of  William  and  Mary  Caf- 
tle  in  New  Hampfhire,  to  July  5,  1780         — ?  182 

31.  To  Colonel  John  Burgoyne,  for  1 82  days 
pay,  as  commiflary  for  muftering  foreign  troops  in 
America,  to  July  29,  1780  ■  364 

Auguft  11.  To  M.  G.  William  Faucitt,  for  92. 
days  pay,  as  commiflary  for  muftering  foreign 
troops  in  Germany,  to  Auguft  2,  1780  ■  460 

12.  To  Colonel  John  Campbell,  for  17^  days 
pay,  as  brigadier  general  in  North  America,  to 
,    December  24,  1777  —~  ■•— —  2^>S  3 

23.  To  John'Morrifon,  Efq.  for  285  days  payf 
as  deputy  commiflary  in  America,  to  July  5,  1780  427  1 

Sept.  19.  To  George  Brindley,  Efq.  for  183 
days  pay,  as  deputy  commiflary  in  America,  to 
April  3,  1780  — -. ■■  274  1 

21.  To  Daniel  Wier,  Efq,  for  565  days  pay,  as 
commiflary  general  in  North  Amenta,  to  Dec.  24, 
i778 _ ,  IQ9S 

0£t  24.  To  Frederick  William  Hecht,  Gent. 
for  189  days  pay,  as  affiftant  commiflary  in  Ame- 
rica, to  June  30,  1786  —  —  189 

To  William  Butler,  Gent,  for  233  days  pay,  as 
affiftant  commiflary  in  North  America,  to  Auguft 
13,  17^0  '■»■  r  ■  ■  ■  233 

3  u  To  Francis-Ruth  Clarke,  Efq.  for  366  days 
pay,  as  infpeclor  and  fnperintendant  of  the  provi- 
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7&*  £•  *•  *• 

*ain  of  horfes  and  waggons,  attending  the 

n  North  America,  to  April  3,  1780        —  366    o    o 

K  7.    To  M.  G.  William  Faucitt,  for  92 

>ay,    as  commhTary  for  muttering  foreign 

in  Germany,  to  Nov.  2,  1 780  — —  460    o    o 

To  Jonathan  Clarke,  Gent,  for  183  days 

s  affiftant  commhTary  in  America,  to  Mareh 

p8o  - —  183    o    6 

Nathaniel  Day,  Efh.  for  325  days  pay,  as 

tflary  in  Canada,  to  Sept.  12,  1780        —  650    o    o 

Daniel  Wier,  £(q»   for  36$  days  pay,  as 

itendant  of  forage  to  the  army  in  America, 

.  i,  1780    ^  ■  ■   ■  730    o    o 

Peter  Paumier*  Elq.  for  366  dgys  pay,  at 

» comtnifTary  in  North  America,  to  April  2^ 

— -< 549    o    o 

»  14.  To  Fleetwood  Parkhurft,  Efq.  for 
tys  pay,  as  deputy  commiflary  in  Canada,  to 
joV  1780  *  ■  ■   ".  291    o    o- 

To  Meflrs.  Gray  and  Ogilvie,  for  the  pay 
e  additional  furgeon's  mates  to  Major  Dal- 
f  s  corps  of  foot  at  Jamaica,  for  feveral  de- 
snts  ot  the  find  corps,  from  Feb.  17,  1777, 
.25,  1778  —  •  ■  687  14    o 

781, 

,ii.  To  Major-general  Thomas  Clarke, 
6  days  pay,  as  major  general  in  Canada, 
ne  aid  decamp,  to  Dec.  24,  1780  —  590    o    © 

To  Robert  Adair,  E(q,  for  366  days  pay, 
peclor  general  of  the  hofpitals,  to  Dec.  24, 

■  %  -~  732    o   & 

To  Meflrs.  PoweH  and  Cooke,  for  the  ^\y 
eral  fupernumerary  officers  of  the  invalids 
reduced,  from  Dec.  25,  1779,  to  Dec  24, 

To  Major-general  Morrifon,  auartermaf- 
neral,  for  the  pay  of  two  ajRitants,  from 
i$,  1 770,  to  Dec.  24,  1780*  ■  183    o    o 

To  Ilaac-Winftow  Clarke,  Gent,  for  366 
pay,  as  afliftant  commiiTary  in  Canada,  to 
sr  20,  1780*  '  ■  *—  366    o    o 

ditto,  for  ioi  days  pay,  as  a  deputy  com- 
y  in  Canada,  to  July  8^  17^6  — *  iox     o    o 

John  Fenton,  Efq.  for  184  days  pay,  as  cap- 
nd5  commander  ot  William  and  Mary  Fort 
wr  Hampfliire,  to  Tan.  5,  1781  —  184    o    o 

Tames  Faro^uharfon,  Eiq.  for  366  days  pay, 
(font  comimflary  in  Canada)   to  Sept.  18, 

_  *■  —  366   c  & 

T  2  To 
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To  John  Drummond,  Efq.  for  183  days  play,  as 
deputy  commiflary  in  Canada,  to  December  24, 
1780  —  «  274  10   0 

31.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Robert  Kingfton, 
for  555  days  pay,  as  deputy  adjutant  general  in 
North  America,  to  Sept.  30,   1779  —  2j}  10   0 

To  366  days  allowance  to  Major  Hayman 
Rooke,  as  major  to  the  late  98th  regiment  of  foot, 
to  Dec.  24,  1780  —  '  474  10  jo 

To  366  days  pay  of  George  Munro,  Efq.  as 
commiflary  or  ftores  in  North  Britain,  to  ditto  183    o   0 

To  366  days  allowance  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Birch,  in  lieu  of  a  troop  of  light  dragoons,  to  do.  283  13    0 

To  366  days  ditto,  to  Major-general  Prefton,  in 
lieu  of  ditto,  to  ditto  ■■  —  283  13    0 

To  1 7  days  pay  of  John  Montagu,  efq.  as  go- 
vernor of  Newfoundland,  to  April  1,  1779        -  25  10   0 

To  366  days  ditto  of  Richard  Edwards,  Efq.  as 
ditto,  to  April  1,  1780  —  —  549    o.  0 

28862     9    $ 


Feb.  23.  To  Sir  John  Inglis,  Baronet,  and 
Thomas  Dundas,  Efq.  executors  to  the  late  Co- 
lonel James  Mafterton,  for  oatmeal,  firing,  can- 
dles, &c.  furnifhed  to  the  forces  at  Fort  William, 
Caflle  Duart,  Fort  Auguftus,  Fort  George,  and 
the  barracks  of  Bernara,  Invernaid,  Corgarff,  and 
Braemer,  and  the  out-pofl  ftations  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood, from  Jan.  1,  1779,  to  Dec.  31,  fol- 
lowing, both  inclulive  —  —  3525     3    ^ 

March  31.  To  Sir  James -Adolphus  Oughton, 
for  contingent  expences  in  North  Britain  —  300    o    0 

April  7.  To  Major-general  Robert  Skene,  for 
expences  of  embarking  iundry  regiments  in  North 
Britain,  in  the  fpring  1779  ■  186    2    8 

1 8.  To  the  b  ink  of  Scotland,  for  one  years  al- 
lowance for  fu miming  fpecie  to  the  troops  in 
North  Britain,  to  Chriltmas  1779  ■■     .  225     42 

1780 

Aug.  30.  To  Captain  John-Cleve  Pleydell,  be- 
ing an  allowance  for  alMing  to  complete  a  plan  of 
North  Britain,  for  731  days,  to  June  24,  1780  365  10    0 

4602    o    4 


Feb.  11.  To  Mr.  Samuel  Martin,  on  account, 
for  148  chaldrons  of  coals  delivered  at  New  York, 
£pr  the  ufe  of  the  forces  there  .  666   o   0 

23.  To 
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23.  To  Jolhua  Darwin,  Efq.  for  cools,  candles, 
&c.  furnifhed  by  him  for  the  forces  in  Tynmouth 
barracks  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  1779  ■  105  12    o 

March  1 .  To  H.  Henderfon,  Efq.  for  coals, 
candles,  and  divers  utenfils  provided  for  the  ufe 
of  the  barracks  at  Portfmouth  ■  288  15     4 

To  the  Earl  of  Darlington,  for  coals  and  can- 
dles for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  in  the  garrifon  of 
Carlifle,  from  the  25th  of  December  1778,  to  the 
24th  December  1779  — —  78    8    o 

9.  To  Lieutenant-govenor  Singleton,  for  do. 
for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  in  Landguard  fort,  from 
25th  of  June  to  24th  Dec.  1779  -■  ■  163  16  10 

April  20.  To  Andrew  Clinton,  Efq.  upon  ac- 
count to  enable  him  to  provide  ditto,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forces  in  the  barracks  of  Plymouth  dock      —         500    o    o 

27.  To  Lieutenant-governor  Wemyfs,  for  do. 
for  the  forces  in  Edinburgh  Caftte,  from  ift  Janu- 
ary to  31ft  March  1780  ■  172  17    9 

29.  To  Mr.  Samuel  Martin,  on  account,  for 
coals  delivered  at  Rhode  Ifland  for  the  ufe  the 
forces  there  —  — —  1800  10  it 

To  do.  for  do.  fervice  ■     ■         ■  1 1 39    6     1 

May  10.  To  Captain  George  Brifac,  for  coals 
and  candles  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  in  Chatham 
barracks,,  from  5th  Oftober  1779,  to  5th  April 
1780  — —  —  1799  19    8 

June  21.  To  Lieutenant-governor  Corbett, 
for  coals  for  the  forces  in  Jerley,  for  one  year, 
to  Lady  Day  1 780  •— -  ■■  1420    3     2 

To.  do.  for  candles  for  do.  in  do.  for  one  year 
to  do.  ■  ■  131     5    6 

29.  To  Andrew  Clinton,  Efq.  on  account,  to 
enable  him  to  provide  coals  and  candles  for  the  ufe 
of  the  forces  at  Plymouth  dock  ■  500    o    O 

July  6.  To  E.  B.  De  la  Fontaine,  Efq.  for  do. 
for  the  additional  companies  and  recruits  of  the 
foot  guards  in  the  Savoy  barracks,  from  the  25th 
Dec.  1779,  to  24th  June  1780  .     ■     ■  218  xx     4 

20.  To  Andrew  Clinton,  Efq.  on  account,  to 
enable  him  to  provide  do.  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 

at  Plymouth  dock  ■  ■*■.«  ■  500    o    o 

To  Lieutenant-governor  Wemyfs,  for  do.  for 
the  forces  in  Edinburgh  caftle,  from  ift  April  to 
30th  June  1780  ■  ■  ■    ■  206  12  6 

2 1 .  To  Mr.  Samuel  Martin,  upon  account,  for 
coals  delivered  at  New  York,  for  the  ufe  of  the 

forces  there  •*— ~  ■■    *  x 075  18     1 

"  *  Aug. 
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To  Lord  Vifcount  Towihend,  for  do.  for  the 
ad  regiment  of  do.  in  do.  fummer  —         —  638  13    0 

To  Sir  H.  Clinton,  for  do.  for  the  7th  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  in  do.  fummer        —         —  655    9   0 

To  Me(T.  Cox,  Mair  and  Cox,  for  do,  of  the 
10th  regiment  of  do.  in  do.  fummer      ^         —  6{j    9   0 

21.  To  Major  Lyfter,  for  do.  for  his  regiment 
of  do.  in  do.  fummer  —  —  480    2    0 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  J.  B.  Holroyd,  for  do. 
for  the  2 2d  regiment  of  do.  in  do  fummer  —  638  13    0 

1781 

Jan.  15.  To  M.  G.  Phillipfon,  for  do.  for  the 
2,0th  regiment  of  do.  in  do  fummer       ,         —  957  17    0 

^654    j   j 

(  1780 - 

March  9.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Holroyd,  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  non-commiffioned  <  officers 
and  private  men  of  his  regiment  of  dragoons,  from 
the  refpec~tive  dates  of  their  atteftations,  to  the  14th 
December  1779  (exdufive)  the  commencement  of  . 
their  eftablifhment  ■■  1224    6    3 

To  Colonel  Dudley  Ackland,  for  fubfiftence  of 
do.  of  his  regiment  of  foot,  from  do.  to.  the  1  ft 
December  1779  (exclufive)  the  commencement  of 
their  eftabliftiment  .  — — — —  1786  11    4 

April  12.  To  Colonel  M'Carmick,  for  fubfif- 
tence of  do.  of  his  regiment  of  foot,  from  do.  to 
the  7th  of  February  1780  (exdufive)  the  com- 
mencement of  their  eftablifhment  — —  222^11    2 

May  10.  To  Colonel  Tottenham,  for  fubfif- 
tence of  do.  of  his  regiment  of  foot,  from  do.  to 
the  25th  November  1779  (exclufive,)  the  com- 
mencement of  their  eftablifhment        —  —         2039     I9    ^ 

To  Lord  Vifcount  Chewton,  for  fubfiftence  of 
do.  of  his  regiment  of  foot  from  do.  to  4th  Octo- 
ber 1779  (exclufive).  the  commencement  of  their 
eftablimment  ■  ■  iJS4    6    8 

Aug.  4.  To  the  Colonels  of  fundry  regiments  of 
militia,  for  fubfiftence  of  additional  companies  to 
their  refpedtive  regiments,  previous  to  their  efta- 
blifhment —  ..    —  —  849  12     J 

12,  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Fullarton,  for  fub- 
fiftence of  the  non-com miflioned  officers  and  pri- 
vate men  of  his  regiment  of  foot  from  the  refpec-  j 
tive  dates  of  their  atteftations,  to  the  29th  May 
1^80  (exclufive)  the  "Commencement  of  their 
euablifhment                —                -—  •            —            1059     1     6 

To 
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To  Colonel  Reid,  for  fubfiftence  of  do.  of  his  re- 

fitnent  of  foot,  from  dor  to  April  7,  1 780,  (exclu* 
ve}  the  commencement  of  their  cftablifhment  3263    j    o 

Aug.  12.  To  Colonel  Dundas,  for  fubfiftence 
-of  the  non*commifiioned  officers  and  private  men 
of  his  regiment  of  foot,  from  the  refpedive  dates 
*f  their  atteftations,  to  March  2,  1780,  (exclufive) 
the  commencement  of  their  eftablimment  —        2959    8    4 

Oct.  24.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Humberftone, 
ibr  fubfiftence  of  do.  of  his  regiment  of  foot,  from 
•do.  to  Auguft  5, 1780,  (exclufive)  the  commence- 
ment of  taeir  eftabirftiment  ■  2I94    7     * 

Nov.  1.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Whyte,  forfub- 
tfiAence  of  do.  of  his  regiment  of  foot,  from  do.  to 
April  8,  if  80,  (exclufive)  the  commencement  of 
their  eftablifhment  ■     — 

1 6.  To  Colonel  Stanton,  for  fubfiftence  of  do. 
of  his  regiment  of  foot,  from  do.  to  April  10, 
*  780,  (exclufive)  the  commencement  of  their  efta- 
fclifhment  ■  ■  2876    r    6 

Nov.  29.  To  Lord  John  Murray,  for  fubfiftence 
-of  do.  of  the  2d  battalion  of  the  42d  regiment  of 
ioot,  from  do.  to  March  21,  1780,  (exclufive) 
£he  commencement  of  their  eftablifhment  —         1889  19    4 

Dec.  8.  To  .the  colonels  of  fundry  regiments  of 
militia,  for  fubfiftence  of  additional  companies  to 
jheir  refpcdtive  reg.  previous. to  their  eftawtfhment  830    6    6 

28457     7    4 


4104    9    o 


*779- 

O&.  20.  To  Fountain  Elwjrn,  Efq.  to  enable 
<him  to  reimburfe  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  the  70th  regiment  of  foot,  the  ftop- 
pages made  for  the  furgeons'  an4  paymafters^allow- 
ances,  from  Dec.  25,  1778,  10  June  24,  1779  121     9    9 

1780. 

Jan.  26.  To  John  Lamb,  Efa.  to  enable  him 
£0  reimburfe  the  non-commiilionea  officers  and  pri- 
vate men  of  the  7  2d  regiment  of  foot,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  the  furgeons*  and  paymafters*  allowances, 
from  June  2  5,  1779,  to  Dec.  24,  following        —  «*37  xo    7 

.  Feb.  8.  To  Alexander  Anderfon,  Efq.  to  ena- 
ble him  to  reimburfe  da.  of  the  42 d  regiment  of 
foot,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do,  to  do.  i6j     7    o 

23.  To  Edward  Bifhop,  to  enable  him  tp  reimr 
burfe  do.  of  the  cth  and  29th  regiments  of  foot* 
fhe  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.        —  237  iS    3 

To  Edmund  Armftrong,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to 

(yoL.  II.  U  reimburfe 
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1780. 
reimburfe  do.  of  the  8th  regiment  of  foot,   the 
Stoppages  made  for  do,  froiti  do.  to  do.  — 

March  x.  To  MefTrs.  Cox,  Mair,  and  Cox,  to 
enable  them  to  reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments 
of  foot,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do. 

April  7.  To  Meffrs.  Roberts,  to  enable  them  to 
reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  {lie 
ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  — 

To  Meffrs.  Bifhop  and  Co.  to  enable  them  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the  ftop- 
pages  made  for  do,  from  do.  to  do.  ■ 

To  Fountain  Elwyn,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  the  70th  regiment  of  foot,  the  ftop- 
pages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  "  - 

April  12.  To  Meffrs.  Rofs  and  Gray,  to  enable 
them  to  reimburfe  the  non-commiflioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the  flop- 
pages  made  for  the  furgeon  and  paymafters'  allow- 
ances,   from  December  25,  1778,    to  June   24, 

*779   ,  *7X3  n    * 

To  do.  to  enable  them  to  reimburfe  do.  of  fundry 
regiments  of  foot,  the  ftoppages  made  fof  do.  from 
June  25,  1770,  to  December  24,  following        —        2703     6    6 

27.  To  Aaam  Wood,  Efq#  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  the  31ft  regiment  of  foot,  theftop- 
pages  made  for  do.  From  do.  to  do.  ■  117     o    0 

To  H.  J.  Hanfard,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  reim- 
burfe do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  ■■  252  13    4 

July  12.  To  Nathaniel  Collyer,  Efq.  to  enable 
him  to  reimburfe  do.  of  Sir  T.  Egerton's  corps  of 
focx,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do;  from  October  5, 
1779,  to  June  24,  X780  •  ^—  '  —  85  14    4 

20.  To  Meffrs.  Meyricks,  for  bread  money  to 
fundry  regiments  and  parties  of  regiments  of  foot, 
in  the  year  j  7 79         —  —  —  174    2    9 

'  26.  To  MelTrs.  Adair  and  Co.  to  enable  them  to 
reimburfe  the  non-commiflioned  officers  and  private 
men  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  the  furgeon  and  paymaflers'  allowances, 
from  December  25,  1779,  to  June  24,  1780  330     6    $ 

To  John  L  amb,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  reim- 
burfe do.  of  the  724  regiment  of  foot,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  ^o.  to  do.  ■  1 37   10     } 

Aug.  4.  To  H.  I.  Hanfard,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to 
reimburfe  the  non-commiifioned  officers  and  private 
men  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the  ftoppages  made 
for  the  furgeon  and  paymasters'  allowances,  from 
Pecember  25,  1779,  to  Jurie  24,  1780  — ."  332     z     1 

11.  To 


i78*-  DEBATES.^-  145 

1780.  ^  £•   $.   d. 

1 1  •  To  Alexander  Anderfon,  Efq.  to  enable  him 
to  reimburfe  do,  of  the  42d  regiment  of  foot,  the 
floppages  made  for  do.  from  do,  to  do.  ■       ■  165     7     o 

To  Meflrs.  Rofs  and  Gray,  to  enable  them  to 
reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the 
floppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  2917  15    o 

30.  To  Meflrs.  Neligan  and  Roberts,  to  enable 
them  to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  07th  regiment  of  foot, 
the  floppages  made  for  do.  from  April  10,  1780, 
to  June  24,  following  —  —  42     8     $ 

To  Meflrs.  Robeits,  to  enable  them  to  reim- 
burfe do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the  flop- 
pages  made  for  do.  from  Dec.  2j,  1779,  to  June 
^  24*  1780  —  —  —  329  16  10 

Sept.  1 3.    To  Meflrs.  Meyricks,  to  enable  them  , 
.  to  reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot,  the 
floppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —         1987     6    o 

To  William  Cowden,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  the  29th  regiment  of  foot,  the 
floppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  1 1 7    o    o 

To  Meflrs.  Cox,  Mair,  and  Cox,  to  enable  them 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  pf  foot,  the 
floppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  3303     5     a 

Sept.  13.  To  Meflrs.  Fitter  and  Co.  to  enable 
them  to  reimburfe  the  non-commiflioned  officers 
and  private  men  of  the  6^th  and  91(1  regiments  of 
foot,  the  floppages  made  tor  the  furgeon  and  pay- 
thafte^s,  allowances,  from  Dec.  25,  1779,  t0  June 
24,  1780 —  —  23$  15  xx 

29.  To  Fountain  Elwyn,  Efcj.  to  enable  him 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  70th  regiment  of  foot,  the 
floppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  1x700 

06t.  4.  To  Samuel  Clare,  Efq.  to  enable  hin> 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  93d  regiment  of  foot,  the 
floppages  made  for  do.  from  Feb.  7,  1 780,  to  June 
24,  following  —  —  —  75  IX     o 

r8.  To  Meflrs.  Bifshopp  and  Co.  to  enable 
them  to  reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  foot, 
floppages  made  for  do.  from  Dec.  ac,  1779,  to 

June  24,    1780;   and  alfo  for  the  allowance  of 
read  money  — -  —  —  1141     x     q 

18.  To  K.  Mackenzie,  for  bread  money  for  the 
78th  regiment  of  foot,   from  July  15,  1778,  to 
.    September  2  2,  following  —  •—  X43     8    o 

26.  To  Adam  Wood,  E(q.  to  enable  hint  t&  re- 
imburfe the  n^n-commiflioned  officers  and  private 
men  of  the  31ft  regiment  of  foot,  the  floppages 
jnade  for  the  furgeon  and  paymaflers9  allowances, 

U  2  from 
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from  Dec.  25,  1770,  to  June  24,  1780;  and  alfo 

for  the  allowance  ot  bread  money  —  134  14 

26.  To  Meflrs.  Meyricks,  for  the  allowance  of 
bread  money  to  furidry  regiments  of  foot,  froni 
Dec.  19,  1779,  to  July  24,  1780  ■     ■  521     8 

Nov.  1.  To  Meflrs.  Roberts  and  Ncligan,  for 
bread  money  to  the  97th  regiment  of  foot,  in  the 
year  1780  ■  —  *  — -  211  10 

To  K.  Mackenzie,  to  enable  him  to- reimburfe 
the  non-commiflioned  officers  and  private  men  0$ 
the  78th  regiment  of  foot,  the  ftoppages  made  for 
the  furgeon  and  paymafters'  allowances,  from 
June  25,  1778,  to  Dec.  24,  following  —  137  xo 

To  Edmund  Armftrong,  Efij.  to  enable  him  to 
reimburfe  do.*  of  the  8th  regiment  of  foot,  the 
ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  Dec.  25,  1779,  to 
June  24,  1780  ■  ■  ■  '  ■  —  116  19 

16.  To  Meflrs.  Gray  and  Ogilvie,  for  the  al- 
lowance of  bread  money  to  the  78th  regiment  of 
foot  at  Guernfey  and  Jerfey,.  from  November  19, 
1778,  to  April  24,  1780  ■ '  ■«   ^  1997    0 

23.  To  Meflrs.  Hefle,  to  enable  them  to  reim- 
burfe the  non-commiflioned  officers  and  private 
tnen  of  the  37th  regiment  of  foot,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  the  furgeon  and  paymafters*  allowances, 
from  June  25,  1778,  to  Dec.  24,  following      — 

To  do.  to  enawe  them  to  reimburfe  do*  of  do* 
regiment,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  Dec 
2J>  1778,  to  June  24,  1,779 

To  do.  to  enable  them  to  reimburfe  do.  of  do* 
regiment,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  June 
25,  1779,  to  Dec- 24i  following  ■ 

To  cfo.  to  enable  them  to  reimburfe  do*  of  do. 
regiment,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  Dec* 
2$,  1779,  to  Dec.  24,  1780  ' 

Dec.  8.  To  do.  to  enable  them  to  reimburfe 
do.  ot  the  75th  regiment  of  foot,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  June  25,  1779,  to  Dec.  24, 
following  ■    / .    ■  ■■ 

Dec.  21.  To  do.  to  enable  them  to  reimburfe 
do.  of  the  75th  regiment  of  foot,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  Dec*  25,   z779»  to  June  24> 
1 780 ;  and  alfo  for  the  allowance  01  bread  money 
1781. 

Jan.  31.  To  John  "Lamb,  Efq*  to  enable  him  to 
reimburfe  do.  of  the-  J2d  regiment  of  foot*,  the 
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ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  25th  June  17  So  to 

54th  Dec.  following  —  —  137  10    7 

26930  18  10 


1779-  ■ 

Oct.  14.  To  William  Moone,  Eftj.  to  enable 
him  to  reimburfe  the  non-commiflioned  officers 
and  private  men  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Norfolk 
militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  the  furgeon  and 
paymaftcps*  allowances,  from  25th  Dec.  1778  to 
24th  June  1779  -*-  —  —  136    9    8 

1780* 

Jao.  8.  To  Vincent  Mathras,  Efq.  to  enable  him 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  Eaft  Riding  York  and 
Dorfctfhire  militia,  the  ftoppages  made  from  do. 
from  25th  June  1779*  to  24th  Dec.  following.  147  14  n 

26.  To  John  Lamb.  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  the  Wiltfhire  militia,  the  ftoppa- 
ges made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  ■■  106  z 3     3 

Feb.  8.  To  MelT.  Maude,  to  enable  them  to 
reimburfe  do.  of  the  1  ft  Weft  Riding  York  militia 
the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.         —  84    5  10 

10.  To  Thomas  Brookfbank,  Efq.  to  enable  him 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  Eaft  Regiment  Middle- 
fcx  militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  —  —  —  89    9    z 

To  MelTrs.  Bisfhopp  and  Co*  to  enable  them  to 
reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  militia,  the 
goppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —        501     5    6 

Feb.  23.  To  William  Field,  Efq.  to  enable 
him  to  reimburfe  the  non-commiflioned  officers 
and  private  men  of  the  Weft  and  Eaft  Eftex  mili- 
tia, the  ftoppages  made  for  the  furgeon  and  pay- 
masters'allowances,  from  25th  June  1779  to  24th 
Dec.  following  —  —  «—  —  149  16    z 

To  MelTrs.  Peart  and  Cqpway,  to  enable  them 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  militia, 
the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.         — *         306    1     8 

March  9.  To  John  Powell,  Efq.  to  enable  him 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  Weft  Middlefex  and  Bed- 
fordfhire  militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from 
do.  to  do.  —  —      •  —  147  18     1 

17.  To  Hennr  Critchett,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to 
reimburfe  do.  of  the  Weftminfter  militia,  the  ftop- 
pages made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.         —         •—  80     1     5 

17.  To  John  Oweqs,  Efa.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  the  Denbighinire  militia,  the  ftop- 
pages made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  42  1 1    o> 

To 
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To  Tames  Ballard,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  reim- 
fmrfe  do.  of  the  Worcefter  militia,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  —  84  '4 

23.  To  John  Lloyd,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburse do.  of  the  Cornwall  militia,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.        —  —  86  xi 

To  George  Blount,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  the  Cheftiire  militia,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do,  —  —  y6    c 

April  7.  To  Meflrs.  Roberts,  to  enable  them  to 
reiroburfe  the  non-com miffioued  offcers  and  pri- 
vate men  of  the  Durham  and  Merionethfhire  mi- 
litia, the  ftoppages  made  for  the  furgeon  and  pay- 
masters' allowances  from  2  5th  June  1779,  to  24th 
Dec.  following  —  —  —  67  11 

To  MelTrs.  Thomas  and  Roberts,  to  enable  them 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  Brecknock  and  Radnor- 
ihire  militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do, 
totlo.     •  ,  —  —  —  31  i( 

To  MefT.  Cox,  Mair  and  Cox,  to  enable  them 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  militia, 
the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  26th  March 
1778  to  24th  Dec.  1779  —  —  470  i( 

To  George  Auft,  Efci.  to  enable  him  to  reim- 
burfe do.  of  the  Cambridgefhire  militia,  the  ftop- 
pages made  for  do.  from  25th  June  1779  to  24th 
iDec-  following  —  — -  —  65   ii 

To  Edmund  Armftrong,  Eftj*  to  enable  him  to 
reimburfe  do.  of  the  Hertfordftiire  militia,  the 
ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  76  11 

To.  George  Snowuen,  Efo^.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  the  Derbyshire  militia,  the  ftop- 
pages made  fordo,  from  do.  tods.  ,—  •   •     _  76  re 

1 2.  To  R.  B.  Cox,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  the  Oxfordshire  /militia,  the  ftop- 
mge&made  for  do.  from  15th  July  1778  to  24th 
\-c.  1779  —        '         —  —  214  i( 

20.  To  John  Purricr,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
rmbnric  do.  of  the  North  Harapfhire  militia,  the 
Aoppnges  made  for  do.  from  25th  Dec.  1778,  to     , 
24th  June  1779  —         —  —  —  77     f 

April  20.  To  John  Purrier,  Efa.  to  enable 
Km  to  reimburfe  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  the  North  Hampfhire  militia,  the 
ftoppages  made  for  the  furgeon  and  paymasters* 
allowances,  from  25th  June  1779,  to  24th  Dec. 
following.  —  —  —  73  r; 

J7.  To  II.  I.  Hanfard,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to 


fi 
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5  do,  of  the  2d  W.eft  Riding  York  and 
)n  militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do. 
to  do.  —  —  166     1     z 

2.  To  John  Fenwick,  Efq.  to  enable 
imburfe  do.  of  fundry  corps  of  militia, 
iges  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.        —  39     3    ° 

>  John  Radcfiffe*  Efq.  to  enable  him  to 
j  do.  of  the  South  Devon  militia,  the 
made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  68    9    5 

.  To  S.  Halliday,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to 
j  do.  of  the  Somerfet  militia,  the  ftoppa- 
for  do.  from  do.  to  do,         —         —  ito  13    O 

6.  To  William  Field  Efo.  to  enable 
imburfe  do.  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Eflex 
ie  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  155  19  1  r 

hn  Ballard,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  reim-  * 

of  the  Worcelter  militia,  the  ftoppages 
do.  from  25th  Dec.  1779,  to  24th  June 

—  —  —  — -  84     4   1» 

eorge  Snowden,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to 
J  do.  of  the  Derbyfhire  militia,  the  ftop- 
de  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  76  10    $ 

hn  Lamb,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  reim- 
r  non-commimoned  officers  and  private 
tie  Wiltfhire  militia,  the  ftoppages  made 
irgeon  and  paymaftcrs'  allowances,  from 
.  1779,  to  24th  June  1780  —  106  13     3 

effrs.  Fitter  and  Co.  to  enable  them  to 
5  do.  of  the  Surrey  militia,  the  ftoppage* 
do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  —  129     2    O 

..  To  H.  I.  Hanfard,  Efq.  to  enable  him 
irfe  do.  of  the  Eaft  Devon  and  2d  Weft 
orkftiire  militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for 
do  to  do.  '        —  '  ;—  177  *4  3 

a  John  Martin,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to 
5  <&.  of  the  Weft  Kent  militia,  the  ftop- 
de  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  ■  84    o    4 

:en  Stables,  Efq.  to  enable  Him  to  reim- 
.  of  the  Northamptonfhire  militia,  the 
made  for  do.  from  do  to  do.        .—""■"  xo7    x^     S 

:fl'rs.  Maude,  to  enable  them  to  reimburfe 
5  1  ft  Weft  Riding  York  militia,  the  ftop- 
j.e  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.        —         —  84     5  10 

omas  Willis,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 

10.  of  the  Weft  and  Eaft  Suffolk  militia, 
iges  made  for  do.  from  25th  June  1779 

tec.  following        '       —  —  131     o    o 

,  to  enable  -him  to  reimburfe  do.  of  do. 

militia, 
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militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  jjth  Dec. 
1779,  to  24th  June  1780  -  "  ■  ■  ■  184    J  0 

12.  To  William  Moone,  Efq.  to  enable  him 
to  reimburfe  the  non-coromiflioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  the  Weft  and  Eaft  Norfolk  militia,  * 
the  ftoppages  made  for  the  fiirgeonand  pay  makers9 
allowances,  from  25th  June  1779  to  24th  Dec. 
following  — —  ■ 

23.  To  do.  to  enable  him  to  reimburfe  do.  of 
do.  militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  25th 
Dec.  1779  to  24th  June  1780  ■■■■■■ 

To  Vincent  Mathias,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to 
reimburfe  do.  of  the  Dorfet  and  Eaft  Riding  York 
militia,  the  floppages  made  for  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  ■    ■  *  " 

To  John  Powell,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  reim- 
burfe do.  of  the  Weft  Middlcfex  and  Bedfordfhire 
militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do. 

To  MeiTrs,  Adair  and  Co.  to  enablethera  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  militia,  the 
ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.         — ■ 

30.  To  MeiTrs.  Bisftiopp  and  Co.  to  enable  them 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  fundry  regiments  of  militia, 
the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.        ■— 

To  John  Owens,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  reim- 
burfe do.  of  the  Denbighfhire  militia,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  do.  to  .do.  ■ 

To  Meflrs.  Meyrick,  to  tnable  them  to  reim- 
burfe do.  of  the  Lieicefterfhire  and  Warwickfhire 
militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do. 

To  MeiTrs.  Bateman  and  Bar  net,  toenable  them 
to  reimburfe  the  non-commiffioned  officers  and 
private  men  of  the  South  Hamplhire  militia,  the 
ftoppages  made  for  the  furgeon  and  paymafters* 
allowances,  from  26th  March  1778,  to  24th 
Dec.  1779  —  — «•  — 

To  MeiTrs.  Roberts,  to  enable  them  to'reim- 
burfe  do.  of  the  Durham  and  Merionethfhire  mi- 
litia, the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  25th  Dec. 
1779  to  24th  June  1780  — r  — 

To  MeiTrs.  Thomas  and  Roberts,  to  enable  them 
to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  Radnor  and  Brecknock- 
fhire  militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  —  —  —  jj  10   $ 

To  Tohn  Fenwick,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  reim- 
burfe do.  of  fundry  corps  of  militia,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.        — •        —        —  42     |    0 

Sept.  13.  To  Henry  Critchctt,  Efq.  toenable 
/  Ian} 
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him  to  reimburfe  do.  of  die  Wefcminfter  militia, 

the  ftoripages  made  for  do,  from  do.  to  do*  164    6    9 

To  <reorge  Auft,  Efq.  to  enable  him   to  re- 
-  imburfe  do.  of  the  Cambridgeshire  militia,  the 
ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  65  14    o 

To  Tlioraas  Lloyd,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 

imburfe  do.  of  the  Cornwall  militia,  the  ftoppages 

•   made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  ■■  86  1 1     4 

To  Me(T.  Conway  and  Peart  to  enable  them 

to  reimburfe  the  non-commiffioned  officers,  and 

'  private  men  of  fundry  regiments  of  militia,  the 

ftoppages  made  for  the  furgeon  and  paymafters' 

allowances,  from  25th  Dec.  1779,  to  24th  June 

1780  286    2    8 

^  Nov.  I  to  Edmund  Arraftrong,  Efq.  to  enable 
him  to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  Hertfordfnire  militia, 
,   the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.         —  76120 

23.  To  MefT.  Hefie,  to  enable  them  to  reim- 
burfe do.  of  the  South  Hampfhire  militia,  the 
Stoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  ■  66     7     5 

1781.  , 

Jan.  15.  To  Keen  Stables,  Efq.  to  enable  him 
~  to  reimburfe  do.  of  the  Northampton/hire  militia, 
the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  2  5th  June  1 780, 
to  24th  Dec.  following  —  —  no  18  10 

17.  To  MefT.  Mevrick,  to  enable  them  to  re- 
imburfe do.  of  the  Leicefterfhire  and  Warwickfhire 
militia,  the  ftoppages  made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  193  jo    9 

31.  To  John  Lamb,  Efq.  to  enable  him  to  re- 
l  imburfe  do,  of  the  Wiltfhire  militia,  the  ftoppages 
made  for  do.  from  do.  to  do.  106  13     3 

8345  17    o 
1780.  ■■■ 

r  Feb.  10.  To  fundry  agents,  to  be  by  them  paid 
over  and  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  private  men  of 
the  refpe&ive  regiments,  battalions,  and  corps  of 
militia,  as  an  equivalent  to  the  poundage  deducted 
from  the  pay  ot  the  effective  private  men  of  the 
regiments  of  foot  guards  and  marching  regiments 
of  infantray  on  the  Britifh  eftablifhment,  from  25  th 
June  1779  to  24th  Dec.  following  9497     8     7 

July  12.  To  fundry  agents,  to  be  by  them 
paid  over  and  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  private 
men  of  the  refpettive  regiments,  battalions,  and 
corps  of  militia,  as  an  equivalent  to  the  poundage 
deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  effective  private 
men  of  the  regiments  of  foot  guards  and  march- 

Vol.  II;  X  ing 
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ing  regiments  of  infantry  on  the  Britifh  eftablifh- 
ment,  from  25th  December  1779,  to  24^  June 
1780  —  —  —  9770    4  6 

1781. 
Jan.  15.    To  fundry  do.  for  do.  fervice,  from 
25th  June  1780  to  24th  Dec.  following  9917    8  10 

29185     1  n 

X779-  « 

Nov.  1 1 .  For  the  marches,  &c.  of  the  79th  re- 

Jiment  of  foot,  from  8th  January  1778  to  24th 
une  following  «  "■ 

17.  For  the  do.  of  the  10th  regiment  of  foot, 
from  25th  June  1778  to  24th  December  following 
1780. 

Jan.  14.  For  the  do.  of  %the  59th  regiment  of 
foot,  from  25th  December  1775  to  24th  Decem- 
ber 1776  —  —  — 

For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment  from  25th  Decem- 
ber 1777  to  24th  Dec.  1778        —         —      — 

26.  For  the  do.  of  the  79th  regiment  of  foot, 
from  25th  June  1 778  to  24th  Dec.  following      — 

Feb.  23.  For  the  do.  of  the  80th  regiment  of 
foot,  from  17th  January  177810  24th  June  fol- 
lowing ■  _— .  100    20 

March  1 .  For  the  do.  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
dragoons,  from  25th  June  1778  to  24th  Dec. 
following  —         «r-  —  —        —  174  18   4 

For  the  do.  of  the  nth  regiment  of  dragoons, 
from  do.  to  do.  —  —  -r  140110 

For  the  do.  of  the  80th  regiment  of  foot,  from 
do.  to  do.  —  —  —  195    4   0 

May  22.  For  the  do.  of  the  78th  regiment  of 
foot,  from  8th  January  1778  to  24th  Dec.  fol- 
lowing ~  —  — 7  448   II     0 

June  2.  For  the  do.  of  the  81  ft  regiment  of 
foot,  from  19th  December  1777  to  24th  June 

1778  —  —  —  393  "   6 

For  the  do.  of  the  ift  battalion  of  the  73d  re- 
giment of  foot,  from  25th  Dec.  1777  to  24^ 
June  1778  —  —  — 

July  60  For  the  do.  of  Sir  Thomas  Egerton's 
corps  of4  foot,  from  jth  Odfc.  1779  to  24th  Dec. 
following  ™  —    '  — 

Aug.  4.  For  the  do.  of  Earl  Fauconberg's  re- 
giment of  foot,  from  25th  June  1779  to  24th 
Dec.  following  —  T"  — 
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Sept.  25.  For  the  do.  of  the  6th  regimetot  of 
foot,  from  25th  Deccember  1776  to  24th  June 

1777  —  .      ~  —  370  16  11 

For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  Dec* 

1777  to  24th  June  1778  —  «— 
For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  June 

1778  to  24th  December  following  — — 
For  the  do.  of  the  65th  regiment  of  foot,  from 

25th  June  1777  to  24th  Dec.  following  — *- 

For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  Dec. 

1777  to  24th  June  1778  —  —  — 
For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  June 

1778  to  24th  Dec.  following  ■ 
06t.  11.  For  the  do.  of  the  85th  regiment  of 

foot,  from  25th  July  1779  to  24th  December  foU 
lowing  —  —  ~ 

18.  For  the  do.  of  the  15th  regiment  of  foot 
from  25th  Dec.  1776  to  24th  Dec.  1778        — - — 

Nov.  8*  For  the  do.  of  the  50th  regiment  of 
foot,  from  25th  December  1776  to  24th  June 
1777  

10.  For  the  do.  of  the  8th  regiment  of  foot, 
from  25th  Dec.  1777  to  24th  Dec.  1778         — 
1779-  — 
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06t.  29.  To  Lieutenant-general  Tames  Murray, 
for  the  contingent  difburfements  of  the  1 3th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  from  25th  Dec.  1772  to  24th  Dec* 
1773  -. jj  IO    7 

Nov.  3.  To  Lieutenant-general  Boyd,  for  do. 
of  the  39th  regiment  of  foot,  from  25th  Dec. 

1777  to  24th  June  x77^  '  ■■ 
To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment  from  25th  June 

1778  to  24th  Dec.  following.  — <  " 
To  Lieutenant-general  Cary,  for  the  Contingent 

difburfements  of  the  43d  regiment  of  foot,  from 
25th  Dec.  1777  to  24th  June  1778  • » 

1 1.  To  MefT.  Cox  and  Mair,  for  do.  of  the  5  2d 
regiment  of  foot,  from  do.  to  do.         *»•*  — »• 

17.  To  Lieutenant-general  Grant,  for  do.  of 
the  63d  regiment  of  foot,  from  do*  to  do.  — • 

,  To  do*  for  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  June 
1778,  to  24th  Dec.  following  »  ■     ■       > 

1780. 

Feb.  8.  To  Sir  Robert  Pigot,  for  do.  of  the 
38th  regiment  of  foot,,  from  25th  Dec*  1775  to 
24th  June  1776  ■  ■  ■■ 

X  a 
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To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  June 

1776  to  24th  Dec.  following  —  —  98  11   9 
To  toe  Duke  of  Argyll,  tor  do.  of  the  rit  batta- 
lion of  ths  :fr  regiment  of  foot,  from  25th  Dec. 

1777  to  24th  Dec.  1778  ■  252    x   0 
:o.  To  Sir  Robert  Figot,  for  do.  of  the  38th 

regiment  o:  foot,  from  25th  Dec^  1777012401 
Jjfiei778  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  Jane 
:77ft  to  24th  Dec.  fallowing  ■■    ■ 

23.  To  MclT.  Cox  and  Mair  for  do.  of  the 
J2tb  regiment  of  foot,  from  do.  to  do.         ■ 

To  Lord  A.  Gordon,  for  do.  of  the  26th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  from  do.  to  do.  ■    ■ 

2  8.  To  the  Earl  of  Eglintoun ,  for  do.  of  the  5 1  it 
regiment  of  foot,  from  do.  to  do.  ■ 

March  9.  To  Mtff.  Powell  and  Cooke,  for  do. 
of  a  regiment  and  independent  companies  of  in- 
valid* from  do.  to  do.  —  , 

23.  To  Lieutenant-general  Evelyn,  fordo,  of 
the  29th  regiment  of  foot,  from  do.  to  do.      — — 

May  10.  To  Major-genera^"  Mafley;  for  the 
contingent  difburfemenrs  of  the  27th  regiment  of 
foot,  from  25th  December  1775  to  24th  June 
1776  

To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  June 
1776  to  24th  Dec.  following  ■  . . 

To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment  from  25th  June 
z  778  to  24th  Dec.  following  ■■ 

To  Lieutenanant-gcncral  Taylor,  for  do.  of  the 
24th  regiment  of  foot,  from  25th  Dec.  1777  to 
24th  June  1778  ■  ■  ■     ■    - 

To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  2  5th  June 

1778  to  24th  Dec.  following  ■ 
Sept.  2$.  To  Sir  William  Boothby,  fordo,  of 

the  6th  regiment  of  foot,  from  25th  June  1777  to 
24th  Df-c.  following  ..1  ■  .,  ■  . 

To  Mcil'.  Cox,  Mair,  and  Cox,  fordo,  of  the 
the  6$th  regiment  of  foot,  from  15th  Dec.  1776 
to  24th  June  1777  ■ 

29.  'Jo  Lieutenant-general  Parker,  for  do.  of 
the  2Qth  regiment  of  foot,  from  25th  Dec.  1777 
to  24th  June  1778  >■  — — 

To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment  from  25  th  June 
1778  to  24th  Dec.  following  ■ 

Jo  Lieutenant-general  Cary,  for  do.  of  the 
43d  regiment  of  foot,  from  25th  June  1778  to 
24th  Dec.  following  ■ 
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Oa.  1 8.  To  Melt  Cox,  Mair,  and  Cox,  for 
do.  of  the  1 6th  regiment  of  foot,  from  25th  Dec. 
X776  to  24th  June  1777  ■ 

To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment  from  25th  June 

1 777  to  24th Dec.  fbllowine  ■■ 
To  Sir  William  Howe,  for  do.  of  the  23d  regi- 
ment of  foot,  from  25th  Dec.  1777  to  24th  June 

*77fi  : 

To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment,,  from  25th  June 

1778  te  24th  Dec.  following  ■ 
Nov.    8.    To  Ucff.  Rofs  and  Gray,  for  the 

contingent  difburfements  of  the  6 1  ft  regiment  of 
foot   from  25th  December   1777  to  24th  June 

*77$  .  — ' 

To  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  June 

1777  to  24th  Dec.  following  ■ 

To  Major-general  Morris,  for  do.  of  do.  re- 
giment, from  25th  June  1778  to  24th  December 
following  »  ■  ,ao  14     1 

29.  To  Lieutenant-general  Campbell,  for  do* 
of  the    35  th  regiment  of  foot,  from  25th  Dec. 

*775  to  ^H**1  ^cc*  x77^         '  ■ 

lo  do.  for  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  8th  April 

1775  to  24th  Dec.  following  —  — 
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Oft.  Z2.  For  the  marches,  &c.  of  the  Weft  re- 
giment of  Norfolk  militia,  from  25th  June  to  24th 
Pec  1778  128    8    9 

Nov.  24.  For  do.  of  the  Puke  of  Gordon's 
feneible  men,  from  25th  April  to  24th  Dec. 
177?  — — -  '     ■■  168    o    o 

Dec.  23.  For  the  do.  of  the  Denbighihire  mi* 
litia,  from  25th  December   1778  to  24th  June 

x779  '   '  —« "3     3    o 

1780. 

.Tan.  26.  For  the  do.  of  the  Eaft  battalion  of 
Middle fex  do.  from  do*  to  do.  ■ 

Feb.  3.  For  the  do.  of  the  ift  Weft  Riding 
do.  from  do.  to  do.  —  —  — 

March  17.  For  the  do.  of  the  Wiltfhire  do.  from 
do.  to  do.  — — -  ■ 

23.  For  the  do.  of  the  Cornwall  do.  from  do. 
$p  do.  — — —  ■  ■  ■  — 

For  the  do.  of  the  Anglefea  do.  from  io.  to  do. 
.    For  the  do.  of  the  Merionethmire  do.  from  do. 


107 

8  > 

198 

6  4 

357 

I   O 

208 

7  6 

112 

2   O 

64 

12       O 

For 
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1780. 

For  the  do.  of  the  Radnorshire  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  ■  ■ 

April  7.  For  the  do.  of  the  SomerfetShire  do. 
from  do.  to  do.  — —  ■   ■ 

For  the  do.  of  the  Pembrokeshire  mHitia,  from 
35th  June  1778  to  24th  June  1779  — - 

12.  For  the  do.  of  the  Surrey  do.  from  25th 
Dec.  1778  to  24th   Tune  1779  . 

20.  For  the  do.  of  the  North  Hampshire  do. 
from  do.  to  do.  .■  ■ 

27.  For  the  do.  of  the  Glamorganfhire  do. 
from  do.  to  do.  ■  » 

For  the  do.  of  the  Rutlandshire  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  ■  __ 

May  10.  For  the  do.  of  the  Wefbnoreland  do. 
from  26th  March  1778  to  24th  June  1779       — 

22.  For  the  do.  of  the  Flintshire  do.  from  25th 
Dec.  1778  to  June  24,  1779  — 

For  the  do.  of  the  Well  Norfolk  do.  from  do, 
to  do.  ■  ■  ■ 

June  2.  For  the  dp.  of  the  Northamptonshire 
do.  from  do.  to  do.  ■  ■  ■■■ 

For  the  do.  of  the  Brecknockfliire  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  ■"  _  ■   ■ 

9.  For  the  do.  of  the  Northamptonshire  do. 
from  25th  June  1779,  to  24tn  ^ec#  follow- 
ing    

For  the  do.  of  the  Eaft  Kent  do.  from  do  to  do. 

For  the  do.  of  the  Eaft  Eflex  do.  from  do.  to  do. 

For  the  do.  of  the  Weft  EfTex  do.  from  do.  to  do. 

For  the  do.  of  the  DorfetShire  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  ■  ■ 

For  to  do.  of  the  Derbyshire  do.  from  do.  to.  do. 

For  the  do.  of  the  Lancashire  do.  from  do.  to  do. 

June  9.  For  the  marches,  &c.  of  the  Bucking- 
hamshire militia,  from  25th  June,   to  24th  Dec. 

*779                  — 2*7  J7    * 

i'or  the  do.  of  the  Radnorfhire  do.  from  do.  to 

do.            «  ■                    ■                       26    4   6 

For  the  do.  of  the  Cornwall  do.  from  do.  to  do.  94  9  0 
For  the  do,  of  the  Weft  Norfolk  do.  from  do. 

to  do.  ■  '  229  j  10 
1 5.  For  the  do.  of  the  Cumberland  do.  from. 

do.  to  do.                      ■                         ■  1 24    6    0 

For  the  do  of  the  Chefhire  do.  from  do.  to  do.  258  17  o 
For  the  do.  of  the  Northumberland  do.  from 

do.  todot                  ■  -      »                  — — — .  132     2    8 

For 
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43 
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14  8 
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276 

161 

96 

6   8 

0   0 
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DEBATES. 


8b.  £.   3.   J* 

:hc  do.  of  the  Montgomeryshire  do.  From 

lo.  ■'  99  18    7 

:he  do.  of  the  Sutherland  regiment  of  fen- 
en,  from  do.  to  do.  ■    ■   ■  145     34 
For  the  do.  of  the  North  Hampfhire  mili- 
nt  do.  to  do.                    ■                    ■  '                  181    o    o 
:he  do.  of  the  South  Lincoln  do.  from  do. 

166  13    6 


the  do.  of  the  Herefordshire  do.  from  25th 

o  24th  Dec.  1778  "  328  14    2 

the  do.  of  the  Eaft  Norfolk  do.  from  25th 

779,  to  24th  Dec.  following  215  17     4 

the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  Dec. 

0  24th  June  1779  ■  190    4    o 

For  the  do.  of  the  South  regiment  of  fen- 
icn,  from  25th  June  1779,  to  24th  Dec. 

\g  — -  263     3    S 

the  do.  of  the  Durham  militia,  from  25th 

78,  to  24th  June  1779  '  •  **7     6    3 

6.    For  the  do.  of  the  Eaft  Riding  York 
125th  June,  to  24th  Dec.  1779  —  312  19    6 

the  Marches,   &c.    of  the   W orcefterfhire 

from  2Cth  June,  to  24th  Dec.  1779  496  6     3 

?ot  the  do.  ot  the  Weft  Kent  do.  from  do. 

— —  253     3     6 

:he  do.  of  the  South  Devon  do.  from  25th 

78,  to  24th  Dec.  1779  »  193     2  10 

?or  the  do.  of  the  South  Gloucefterfhire  do. 

;th  June,  to  24th  Dec.  1779  —  123  11     6 

?or  the 'do.  of  the  SuiTex  do.  from  do.  to  do.  645   15     4 

he  do.  of  the  Cambridge  (hi  re  do.  from  do. 


4.  For  the  do.  of  the  Huntingdon  do.  from 


no    7    o 


jc.  1778,  to  24th  June  1779  -•^—  201   18  ia 

♦or  the  do.  of  the  Carnarvonshire  do.  from 

p.  —  —  —  45     !3    ° 

:he  do.  of  the  Eaft  Suffolk  do.  from  26th 

to  24th  Dec.  1778  —  —  168    o    o 

ror  the  do.  of  the  Huntingdon  do.  from 
ne,  to  24th  Dec.  1779        —  —  127  19  10 

he  do.  of  the  ift  battalion  of  Weft  Riding 
i.  from  do.  to  do.  —  —  110  13    o 

13.    For  the  do.  of  the  Eaft  Devon  do. 
;th  December  1778,    to   24th   December 


or  the  do.  of  the  Merionethshire  do.  from 

me,  to  24th  Dec.  1779      —  —  54  ro    4 


476  13     o 

»    4 
For 
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For  the  do.  of  the  Wiltshire  do.  from  do.  to  do.  169  19  8 

F^r  the  do.  of  the  Surrey  do.  from  do,  to  do.  358    8  10 

For  the  do.  of  the  North  Devon  do.  from  do. 

to  dp.  a  125    4  6 

For  the  do.  of  the  South  Hampshire  do.  from 

25th  Dec.  1778,  to  24th,  June  1779        ■  143    5    j 

Sept.  25.     For  the  marches,  &c.  of  the  Den- 

bighfhire  militia,  from  25th  June,  to  24th  Dec. 

1779  — ,  62    9   1 

Ocl.  4.  For  the  do.  of  the  Bedfordshire  do.  from 

do.  to  do.  ■  ■  533  13   6 

For  the  do.  of  the  Weftern  regiment  of  fen- 

cible  men,  from  25th  Dec.   1778,  to  24th  Jane 

*779  ix.{  17   4 

For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  June 
to  24th  Dec*  1779  ■  —  202  18  0 

For  the  do.  ot  the  North  Lincoln  militia,  from 
do.  to  do.  '  1  ■  288    8   0 

For  the  do»  of  the  Rutlandshire  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  ■    mi    ■..  '  ,77  10   0 

For  the  do.  of  the  Weftmorebnd  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  —  —  —  91  19   { 

1  r .  For  the  do.  of  the  North  Gloucefler  do. 
from  do.  to  do.  —  —  — »  153    4  6 

For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  Dec. 
1778,  to  24th  June  1779  —  —  264    3   0 

18.  For  the  do.  of  the  Weft  Middlefex  do.  from 
25th  June  to  24th  Dec.  1779  —  —  336    9  J 

26.  For  the  do.  of  the  Warwickfhire  do.  from 
25th  Dec.  1778,  to  24th  Dec.  1779  '  616  10  10 

For  the  do.  of  the  Weftminfter  do.  from  25th 
June,  to  24th  Dec.  1779  —  —  157     19   0 

For  the  do.  of  the  Monmouthlhire  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  —  —  —  158  16   0 

Nov.  8.  For  the  do;  of  the  Herefordmire  do. 
from  do.  to  do.  — •  —  —  13486 

16.  For  the  do.  of  the  Leicefterfhire  do.  from     - 
do.  to  do.  —  —  —  268  16   6 

For  the  do.  of  the  Oxfordshire  do.  from  1 5th 
July,  to  24th  Dec.  1778  —  —  218    2   0 

For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  Dec. 
1778,  to  24th  June  1779  —  —  154    6   0 

Nov.  16.  For  the  do.  of  the  Weft  Suffolk 
militia,  from  25th  December  1778,  to  24th  June 
1779  —  —  —  79    *  9 

23.  For  the  do.  of  the  Hertfordfhire  do.  from 
25th  Dec.  1778,  to  24th  Dec.  1779        —        —         378  ia   0 

29.  For 
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29.  For  the  do.  of  the  Berkfhire  do*  from  26th 
March,  to  *i.th  Dec.  1778  ■ 

For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25th  Dec* 

*776,  to  24th  Jun*  1779  —  — 

For  the  do.  of  do.  regiment,  from  25  th  June  to 


For  the  do.  ot  the  Shropfhire  do.  from  do.  to  do. 


&     *• 

d. 

*68  i 

0 

189  14 

S 

169  1 
166  1 

* 

0 

24th  Dec.  1770 
For  the  do.  of  ttte  Bhropuni 
For  the  do.  of  the  Eaft  Middiefex  dpt  from  do. 

tO- do,  — —  — — r  —  224   l8      O 

January  24.  1*781.  For  the  do,  of  the  North 
Devon  do,  from  25th  Dec.  1779,  to  24th  June 
1780  —  —  — 

For  the  do.  of  the  -South  Gloucester  do.  from 
do.  to  do.  ••-  —  •- 

For  the  do.  of  the  Dorfetftrire  do.  from  do. 
to  do.  —  —  — 

31.  For  the  do.  of  the  Derbyftiire  do.  from 
do.  to  do.  —  —  — 


1779. 

Dec.  1;.  To  Colonel  Ward,  for  the  contingent 
difburfements  of  the  Cambridgefhire  militia,  from 
215th  Dec.  1778,  to  24th  June  1779  —  %%»    4  10 

Auguft  11.  1780.  To  Major  Hughes,  fordo, 
of  the  FlintJhire  do.  from  25th  June,  to  24th 
Dec.  1779 


334  i$ 

0 

$s»   * 

t 

•77  »5 

9 

199  t$ 

4 

17801  15 

• 

12.    To  Captain  Herbert  Jones,  for  do.  of  the 
nglefea  do.  from  do  to  do.  ■  ■    ■ 

0&.  26.  To  the  Earl  of  Darlington  for  do.  of 


Anglefea  do.  from  do  to  do. 
0&.  26,  To  the  Earl  of 
the  Durham,  do.  from  do.  to  do. 


1 780* 

Feb.  ^  8.  To  Lord  M«Leod,  for  divers  camp 
necoflaries  provided  for  the  ad.  battalion  of  the 
73d  regiment  of  foot  —  — 

10.  To  Colonel  Keating,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  88th  do.  —  —  — 

.  March  9.  To  the  Earl  of  Harrington  for  do. 
provided  for  the  85th  do.  —  — * 

Aoril  12.  To  Colonel  Ackland*  for  do.  provided 
ibr  tne  91ft  do.  -*—  — *  — 

To  Colonel  M'Carmick,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  93d  do.  — •  — •  — - 

27th.  To  Colonel  St.  Ledger,  for  do  provided 
for  the  86th  do.  —      .  —  — . 

May  5.  To  Lieutenant-general  Prefton,-  for 
do.  provided  for  the  17th  regiment  of  dragoons 

Voi-.  II.  Y 
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8th.    For  do.  provided  for  a  detachment  of  the 
£m*  guards  ■  ■  ■■  379    9 

To  Lieutenant-general  Gage,  for  do.  provided 
for  the  lid  regiment  of  foot  ■     ■  '  203    1 

To  Lieutenant-general  Sir  William  Howe,  for 
^o.  provided  for  the  23d  do.  ■  103    1 

To  Sir  R.  Hamilton,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
40th  do  — »  203    1 

To  Lieutenant-general  Cary,  for  do.  provided 
for  the  43d  do.  —  —  —  2^3    I 

To  General  Abcrcrombie,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  44th  do.  —  —         ^   — - —  203    I 

To  Major-general. Grant,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  c 5th  do.  —  —  —  203    1 

lo  Lieutenantrgeneral  Irwine,  fordo,  provided 
for  the  57th  do.  —  —  —  203    1 

To  Lieutenant-general  Francis  Grant,  for  do. 
provided  for  the  63d  do.  __  303    1 

To  Major-general  Hall,  for  do.  provided  for 
thejtoth  do.  —  —  284    3 

To  Sir  William  Erflrine,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  80th  do,  —  —  —  284    3 

May  8.   To  Col.  M'Lean,  for  divers  camp  ne- 
ceuaries  provided  for  the  8 2d  regiment  of  foot  284    3 

To  Sir  H.  Clinton,  for  do.  provided  for  the  2d 
battalion  of  the  84th  do.  —  •—  jfc>3     1 

To  General  Hodfon,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
4th  do.  —  — •  —  198  13 

24.  To  Lieut.-general  James  Johnfton,  for  do* 
provided  for  the  6th  regiment  of  dragoons  —  422  12 

Tune  21.  To  Major-general  Pigott,  for  do.  pro- 
vided for  the  38th  regiment  of  foot  —  202  16   0 

To  Major-general  Mafley,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  27th  do.    ,  —  —  —  tot  16   0 

29.  To  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  1  ft  battalion  of  the  ift  do.  ■     ■  213  if   ft 

To  do.  for  do.  provided  for  the  2d  battalion  of 
do.  regiment  — -  —  —  t^6  13   0 

To  Lieutenant-general  Murray,  for  do,  provided 
for  the  1 3th  regiment  of  foot  —  —  198  r?   0 

To   Lieutenant-general   Cunningham,   for  do. 
provided  for  the  14th  do.  —  —  198  1}    0 

To  Major-general  Faucitt,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  15th  do.  —  _  _  '98-13   0 

To  Lieutenant-general  Campbell,  for  do.  provi- 
ded for  the  35th  do.  —  _  xgg.  fj   0 

To  Lieutenant-general  Maitland,  for  do.  pro- 
vided for  the  49th  do.  — .  —*  *g8  130 
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o  Lieutenant-general  Frederick,  for  do.  pro- 
d  for  the  5 Ath  do.  — — —  tqi  ij    o 

o  Sir  David  Lind&y,  for  do.  provided  for  the 

do,  —  ■  jq8  t j    p 

o  Lord  Amherft,  for  do.  provided  for  the  6oth 

—  -«—       787  11    o 

o  Ma j.  Dairy mple,  for  .do.  provided  for  his 

3  of  foot    —  —  —  146     3     q 

o  Col.  Stanton,  for  do.  provided  for  the  97th 

nent  of  foot  — •  —  —  400, 16    o 

llv  6th.   To  Major-general  Prefcott,  for  do. 

ided  for  the  7th  regiment  of  foot  —  15 1     8    9 

0  Lieutenant-general  Elphinftone,  for  do.  pro- 

1  for  the  53d  do.  _  —  2$i     8    • 

0  Lreutenant-general  Campbell,  for  do.  pro- 

1  for. the  74th  do.  —  —  578     3     o 
0  Lieutenant-general  Frafcr,  for  do.  provided 

he  71ft  do.  —  —  —  ^jj  lo,    q 

0  Lord  Vifcount  Chewton,  for  do.  provided 

he  87th  do.  —  —  —  416    9    # 

th.  To  Major-general  Prefcott,  for  do.  pro- 

1  for  the  7  th  do.  — •  —  198  13     9 

>  Lieutenant-colonel  Stuart,  for  do.  provided 

ieo2d  do.  —  ^    —  —  416    9    0 

>  Col.  Dundas,  for  do.  provided  for  the  94th 


4x6    9    o 

268    3    f 


>  Lord  Seaforth  for  do.  provided  for  the  78th 

.  To  Maior-generai  Grey,  for  do.  provided 

ic  a8th  do.  ■  203     1     $ 

>  Earl  Cornwallis,  for  do.  provided  for  the 

lo.  — —  — ■  —  203     x     6 

>  Major-General  Vaughan,  for  do.  provided 

le  46th  do.  ■■  ■  203     x     6 

>  Lieutenant-general  Pomeroy,  for  do.  pro- 

for  the  64th  do,  ■  203     x     6 

>  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  for  do.  provided  for 

ft  battalion  of  the  1  u  do.  —  351     7     o 

/Lieutenant-general  Murray,  fordo. provided 

le  1 3th  do.  —  — —  1 76  1 7    o 

1  Sir  David  Lindfay,  for  do.  provided  for  the 

do.  —  —  —  —        —  176  17    o 

>  Sir  William  Boothby,  for  do,  provided  for 

th  do.  ■  203     x     6 

ly  20.    To  Sir  John  Sebright,  for  divers 
neceflaries  provided  for  the  18th  regiment 

It  —  —  —  —  —  30$     I     6 

y  *  To 
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To  Major-general  Cakraft,  for  do.  provided  for 
t\e  65th  do.  ■  ■  20J    1   6 

To  Colonel  Reid,  for  do^  provided  for  the 
95th  do.  —  —  —  420  17  i 

To  Major-general  Robertfbn,  for  do.  provided 
for  tie  16th  do.  —  —  ~-  203    t   6 

26.  To  Earl  Percy,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
3th  do.  —  —  ^        —  a*6  16   4 

To  Colonel  M'Donnel,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  76th  do.  -r  —  —  313    8  6 

Aug.  £•  To  Lieutenant-general  Mpnckton,  for 
do.  provided  for  the  17th  do.  —  —  198    3    0 

1  j,  To  Colonel  Tottenham,  for  do.  provided 
for  the  90th  do.  —  —  —  416    9   0 

12.  To  Major-general  Rainsford,  for  do.  pro- 
vided for  the  99th  do.  '    — -  '   "  —  198  i|  .0 

To  lieutenant-general  Sherrard,  for  do.  pro- 
vided for  the  69th  do.  —  —  217    o   1 

To  Colonel  Scott,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
83d  do.  v .  ■  284    3    0 

23.  To  Lord  John  Murray,  for  do.  provided 
forthe42ddo.  —  .  ,-  311  16   0 

Sep.  30.  To  Sir  Thomas  S.  Wilfon,  for  do.  pro- 
vided for  the  50th  do.  —  —  228    I    6 

Oct.  4.  To  Lieutenant-general  Jones,  for  do. 
provided  for  the  2d  do.  —  —  265  11    2 

26.  To  major-general  Tryon,  for  do.  provided 
for  the  joth  do.  ■    . .    "  '  ***  12   6 

To  Lieutenant-general  Frederick,  for  do.  pro- 
vided for  the  54th  do.  —  —  186  iQ   0 

Nov.  8.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Campbell,  for 
do.  provided  for  the  74th  do.  ■  {44  14  0 

29.  To  Sir  £•  Coote,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
37th  do.  ■  ^    ■' ■  203    1    • 

To  do.  for  do.  provided  for  do.  regiment  2,52  12    6 

Dec.  8.  To  John  Trotter,  Efq.  for  providing 
camp  necetfaries  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  in  the* 
Leward  Iflands  and  Jamaica  —  <?—        181 X  16   9 

21.  To  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  for  divers  camp 
neceflarie*  provided  for  one  company  of  his  corps 
of  foot  _■■  1/     *  33  10   6 

22367  10'  t 

1779.  '■       1    ' 

Oct.  1.  To  Sir  Richard  Milbanke,  for  divers 
camp  neceflaries  provided  for  the  North  Riding 
"Kuhire  militia  —  —  —  2871a   0 

Fsk 
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Feb.  23.  To  Lord  Vifcouut  Hinton,  for  do. 
provided  tor  the  Eaft  Devon  militia,        —        ~ 

To  Colonel  Sawbridge,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
SaftKentdo.  —  —       ^        — 

April  1*.  To  Lord  Paget,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  Staffordshire  do.  —  — 

20.  To  the  Duke  of  Chandos,  for  do.  provided 
for  the  North  Hampshire  do.  —  — 

27.  To  Colonel  Tufthell,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  Eaft  Middlefex  do.  —  — 

May  22.  To  Colonel  Coxe,  for  do.  provided 
for  the  Somerfetftiire  do.  —  — 

To  Lord  Cranburne,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
Hertfordfhire  do.  —  — 

June  x  5.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Middleton,  for 
do.  provided  for  the  Denbighshire  do.  — 

To  Sir  John  Wodehoufe,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
Eaft  Norfolk  do.  ^  —  — 

To  Major  William  Burton,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  Rutlandshire  do.  —  «— 

To  Colonel  George  Sutton,  for  do.  provided  for 
the  Nottingham  do.  «■—  — • 

To  Lord  Rivers,  for  do.  provided  for  the  Dor- 
ferfhire  do.  —  — 

To  Colonel  Lechmere,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
Worcefter  do.  —  — 

To  Colonel  Caldecote,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
North  Lincoln  do.  —  — 

21.  To  Sir  Chriftopher  Trcife,  for  do.  provided 
for  the  Corniih  do.  —  ^  — 

To  Major  John  Jones,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
Radnorfture  do.  — •  — 

J»ly  6.  To  the  Earl  of  Upper  Offory,  for  do. 
provided  for  the  Bedfordfhire  do.  — 

To  Sir  R.  Milbanke,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
North  Riding  York  do.  —  — 

12.  To  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  for  do.  provided 
for  the  Liecefterftiire  do.  —  — 

To  Lord  Spencer,  for  do.  provided  for  the  Ox- 
fordshire do.  —  — 

26.  To  the  Duke  of  Manchester,  for  do.  provided 
(or  the  Huntingdon  do.  —  — 

¥0  jA>rd  Beauchamp,  for  fk>.  provided  for  the 
Warwickshire  do.  — r  — 

Aug.  4.  To  Colonel  Harvey,  for  do.  provided 
fpr  fhe  2d  Weft  Riding  York  do.  — 

To  Lord  Hinton,  for  d<>.  provided  for  the  Eaft 
JDevbndo.  —  — 
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1 2.  To  Colonel  Skottowe,  for  do.  provided  for 

the  Buckinghamshire  do.  - 

To  Colonel  Orchard,  for  do.  prorided  fox  die 
North  Devon  do.  — 

To  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  for  do.  prorided 
for  the  Derby  (hi  re  do.  ■    ■ 

23.  To  Lord  A.  Percy,  fordo,  provided  for  the 
Northumberland  do.  — 

To  the  Earl  of  Powis,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
Montgomeryfhire  do.  ■ 

3 1 .  To  Colonel  Maifter,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
Eait  Riding  York  do.  

Sept.  13.  To  Colonel  Bhckwell,  for  do. provid- 
ed for  the  North  Gioucefter  do.  ■ 

To  Lord  Bateman,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
Herefordfiiire  do.  — — — 

Oct.  1 1 .  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Johnes,  for  do. 
provided  for  the  Carmarthenfhirc  do.         ■ 

To  Colonel  Parker,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
South  Devon  do.  ■ 

26.  To  Colonel  Ward,  for  do.  provided  for  the 
Cambridgeshire  do.  ■ 

Nov.  23.  To  Sir  Richard  Worfley,  for  do, 
provided  for  the  South  Hampfhire  do,  ■    ■       ■ 

To  the  Earl  of  Suflex,  for  do.  provided  for  die 
Northamptonshire  do.  ■     " 

To  Colonel  James  Lowther,  for  do.  provided 
for  the  Cumberland  do.  ■ 

Dec.  2 1 .  To  the  Earl  of  Rochford,  for  do.  pro- 
vided for  two  additional  companies  to  the  Weil 
Eflexdo,  ■  72    J   0 

6344  16   f 
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Mareh  23.  To  Lieutenant-general  Francis 
Crant,  for  fundry  accoutrements  of  the  63d  regi- 
ment of  foot,  loft  on  the  fervice  in  North  Ame- 
rica between  26th  of  Auguil  1756  and  19th  June 

To  Colonel  Harcourt,  to  replace  1 2  horfes  be- 
longing to  the  1 6th  regiment  of  dragoons,  which 
were  killed  in  fervice  in  North  America,  between 
jd  Fanuary  1777  and  25th  October  1778  184    9   • 

April  20.  To  Major-general  Vaughan,  for  fun- 
dry  accoutrements  of  the  46th  regiment  of  foot, 
loft  on  fervice  in  North  America,  between  6th 
July  and  9th  September  1779  -   ,. .  3$    9   9 

17.  T# 
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27.  To  Lieutenant  Genera]  Armstrong,  to  re- 
place fundry  do.  of  the  8th  regiment  of  foot,  loft 
1 1  th  February  1776,  on  board  a  tranfport  off  the 
Ifland  of  Nevis  ■   ■  .<  ■  '  22  19    6 

May  8.  To  Lieutenant-general  Soreil,  to  re- 
place fundry  do.  of  five  companies  of  the  48th  re- 
giment of  foot,  taken  at  the  furrender  of  Grena- 
da ■    ■  -      ■  ■  217  15     3 

To  do,  to  replace  cloathing  of  do.  taken  at  do.  234181 

22.  To  Lieutenant-general  Prefton,  to  replace 
37  horfes  of  the  1 7th  regiment  of  dragoons,  which 
were  killed  in  a&on,  taken  by  the  enemy  or  fliot 
for  the  glanders,  in  North  America,  from  their 
embarkation  to  24th  December  1779  —  563  13     o 

To  do.  to  replace  1 7  horfes  belonging  to  the  of- 
£certof  do.  regiment,  which  were  loft  in  a&on, 
if8.  in  do.  from  25th  December  1778,  to  24th  De- 
r£ember  1779  ■  — •  260  10    o 

To  do.  to  replace  fundry  accoutrements  of  .do. 
regiment,  loft  on  fervicc  in  do.  from  April  1776, 
to  24th  June  1778         '   ■  ■■ ■■  ■"  542  16     2 

24.  To  General  Eliott,  to  replace  8  horfes  of 
the  15th  regiment  of  dragoons,  which  were  burnt 
at  Manchester  by  a  fire  which  happened  27th  De- 
cember 1779  ■    ■  ■ ■  "  ■  12a    o    o 

June  a.  To  Major  General  Mafley,  to  replace 
fandry  accoutrements  of  the  27th  regiment  of  foot, 
loft  on  fervice  in  North  America  ■  39  17     3 

To  Sir  Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon,  to  replace  fun- 
dry do.  of  the  50th  regiment  of  foot,  low  in  action 
on  board  the  fleet  in  July  1778  ■  56  16    o 

To  Lieutenant-general  Pomeroy,  to  replace 
fiindry  do.  of  the  64th  regiment  of  foot,  loft  on 
Service  in  America  in  1778,  and  1779  —  .56     1     o 

To  Lieutenant  General  Mackay,  to  replace  do. 
of  the  2 1  ft  regiment  of  foot,  loft  on  fervice  in  do* 
in  the  year  1776  __-  _  2i    9    a 

14.  To  Colonel  Harcourt,  to  replace  horfes  of 
t^e  *6th  regiment  of  dragoons,  loft  or  killed  in  A- 
xnerica,  from  25th  December  1777,  to  24th  De- 
cember 1778  ■  660    o    o 

July  12.  To  do.  to  replace  fundry  cloathingand 
accoutrements  of  do.  regiment*  loft  or  taken  by 
the  enemy  in  do.  in  the  year  1778        «—  -—  169     3    o 

Dec.  8.  To  Sir  E.  Coote,  to  replace  fundry  ac- 
coutrements of  the  37th  regiment  of  foot,  loft  on 
fervice  in  America  between  25th  November  1777, 
*ftd  aoth  February  17 79.  ».■—   >>.■■■  12  14    9 

Jan.  is 
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Jan.  15.  To  Lieutenant-general  Prefton,  to  re* 
place  fundry  horfes  of  the  17th  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, which  were  loft  at  tea,  killed  in  a&ion,  or  ' 
<hpt  for  the  glanders,  &c.  in  America,  from  25th 
...   December  1779,  to  24th  June  1780     ^    — —  1356   0  0 

To  do.  to  replace  19  horfes  belonging  to  the 
officers  of  do.  regiment,  loft  at  fea,  &c.  from  do. 
so  do.  ■  ■  —  390  io  0 

x  7.  To  Lieutenant-general  Prefton,  to  replace 
fundry  accoutrements  of  the  17th  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, which  were  loft  on  fervice  in  North  A» 
merica,  between  25th  December  x  778,  to  24th  De- 
cember 1779  _—  __^  97    4   * 

To  do.  to  replace  fundry  do.  loft  on  fervice  in 
do.  between  25th  December  1779,  to  24th  June 
1780  — — — — ■  «  768    8   4 

5777  »4  * 
1779.  — 

May  31.  To  Sir  E.  Coote,  in  lieu  of  4ods  nett 
off-reckonings  of  the  additionals  to  the  37th  regi- 
ment of  foot  ■  ■■    ■         »  ■■  59  16  U 
1780. 

Feb.  10.  To  Earl  Fauconberg,  in  lieu  of  i22ds 
do.  of  his  regiment  of  foot  -  — 

To  Lord  Vifcount  Chewton,  in  lieu  of  i22ds 
do.  of  the  87th  regiment  of  foot  ■ 

To  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  in  lieu  of  I22ds  do. 
of  his  regiment  of  foot  — 

To  Colonel  St,  Leger,  in  lieu  of  X22dsdo.  of 
the  86th  regiment  of  foot        ■  ■     ■ 

To  Colonel  Cary,  in  lieu  of  i22ds  do.  of  the 
89th  do.  —  ^ 

To  the  Earl  of  Harrington,  in  lieu  of  i22ds  do. 
of  the  85th  do.  ■  . 

To  Colonel  Keating,  in  lieu  of  X22ds  do.  of  the 
88th  do.  — — 

To  Colonel  Tottenham,  in  lieu  of  i22dsdo.  of 
the  90th  do.  *  ■-  

To  Colonel  Ackland,  in  lieu  of  I2  2ds  do.  of  the 
91ft  do.  ■  ■     , 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  Stuart,  in  lieu  of  i22ds 
do.  of  the  92d  do.  —  ,  —  — 

April  28.  To  MeiT.  Cox  and  Mair,  to  make  good 
deficient  off-reckonings  of  the  6cth  regiment  of 
foot,  from  othjuly  i776,to  cth  July  1777 

May  10.  To  Major  Lifter,  in  lieu  of  i22ds 
nctt  off-reckonings  of  his  regiment  of  dragoons  . 
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May  10.  To  Colonel  Stanton,  in  lieu  of  iiidt 
nctt  off-reckonings  of  the  97th  regiment  of  foot  746    j    6 

To  Colonel  Reid,  in  lieu  of  12 ids  do.  of  the 

95th  do.  '■■  7~"T"*  74*    5    ° 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  Holroyd,   in  lieu  of 
1 2  ads  do.  of  the  22A  regiment  of  dragoons        —  43*     6    6 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  Whyte,  in  lieu  of  I22ds 
do.  of  the  96th  regiment  of  foot  r  ■ « ■  476    5    & 

To  Colonel  Dundas,  in  Ueu  of  i22ds    do.  of 
94th  do.  ■ '  '  ■■     »'  476    5    b 

Aug.  30.  To  Lord  M'Leod,  in  lieu  of  28  jds 
do.  of  the  ift  battalion  of  the  73d  do,        —  485     16    7 

»    To  do.  in  lieu  of  24CU  do.  oi  the  ad  battalion  of 
do.  regiment.  —  —  ~  40  18    J 

Sept*  30.  To  Colonel  M'Carmick,  in  lieu  of 
*  2 ads  do.  of  the  93d  regiment  of  foot         — —  '746     5    o 

Not.  23.    To  Lord  John  Murray,  in  lieu  of 
M*ds  do*  of  the  ad  battalion  of  the  42 d  do.        —  $26    9    6 

To  Lieutenant-colonel  North,  in  lieu  of  I22ds 
do.  of  his  corps  of  foot  ■  «--—  371     g    j 

To    Lieutenant-colonel  Fulkrton    in  lieu   of 
*22ds  do.  of  the  98th  regiment  of  foot  —  519   18    6 

To  Major-general  Rainsford,  in  lieu  of  12  ids 
<io*  of  the  99th  do.  —  —  74°    5    o 


14687  16  6 


1780. 

Feb.  10.  To  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  for  bne  bat 
torfe,  for  each  of  the  two  additional  companies, 
to  tne  1  ft  battalion  of  the  ift  regiment  of  foot, 
ordered  to  take  the  held  —  — 

To  do.  for  an  additional  bat  horfe  to  do.      — 

To  the  Colonels  of  four  regiments  of  dra- 
goons^  for  additional  bat  horfes  for  their  refpeclive 
regiments,  being  ordered  to  take  the  field        — 

22.  To  the  Colonels  of  three  regiments  of  foot, 
for  oat  horfes  for  their  refpe&ive  regiments  or- 
dered to  fcrve  abroad  —  — 

May  26.  To  the  Colonels  of  four  regiments  of 
foot,  for  bat  hories  for  their  refpedrive  regiments, 
ordered  on  fervice  —  —  — 

To  Sir  Thomas  Spencer  Wilfon,  for  additional 
bat  horfes  for  the  50th  regiment  of  foot,  ordered 
ti>  take  the  field  —  —  — 

To  Major  Dalrymple,  for  bat  horfes  for  hi* 
corps  of  foot,  ordered  to  take  the  field  in  Jamaica. 

Vql.II.  Z 
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To  the  Colonels  of  the  60th  and  79th  regiments 
pi  foot,  for  bat  horfes  for  their  rcfpeclive  regi- 
ments, ordered  on  ienrice  .  .—  —  aao    0 

To  the  Colonels  of  the  78th  and  8  3d  regiments 
of  foot,  for  additional  bat  horfes  for  their  respec- 
tive regiments,  ordered  to  take  the  field  —  200    0 

July  26.  To  Major-general  RaiasfordV  for  bat 
■horfes  for  the  99th  regiment  of  foot,  ordered 
abroad  .—  .  —  -—  xxo>   o 

Nov*  23.  To  the  Colonels  of  three  regiments 
of  foot,  for  do.  for  their  refpe&ive  regiments  or- 
dered abroad  -  "  *■  330    o 

Dec.  28.  To  the  Colonels  of  three  regiments  of 
do.  for  do.  for  their  refpective  regiments, -ordered 
abroad  \—  —  '    — •  330    o 

To  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  for  one  bat  horfe, 
for  one  company  of  has  corps  of  foot,  ordered  to 
take  the  field  ■  ■■     ■■  10    0 

To  the  Colonels  of  four  regiments  of  foot,  for 
bat  baggage,  and  forage  for  additional  companies 
to  their  refpedtive  regiments  ordered  to  ferve 
abroad  —  —  —  195    o 


Febr  10.  lb  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  for  baggage 
horfes  for  two  additional  companies  to  the  1  ft  bat- 
talion  of  the  ift  regiment  of  foot,  ordered  to  take 
the  field  — —  — - 

Feb.  23.  To  the  Colonels  of  three  regiments  of 
foot,  for  baggage  horfes  for  their  refpecuVe  regi- 
ments, ordered  abroad  —  .    — 

May  26.  To  the  Colonels  of  four  regiments  of 
foot,  tor  do.  for  tbeir  refpe&ivc  regiments,  ordered 
on  fervice  - —  —  —  — 

To  Major  Dalrymplc,  for  do.  for  his  corps  of 
foot,  ordered  to  take  the  field  in  Jamaica         — 

To  the  Colonels  of  the  ift  battalion  of  the  60th 
and  79th  regiments  of  foot,  for  do.  for  their  re- 
fpeftive  regiments,  ordered  on  fervice  — 

July  26.  To  Major-general  Rainsford,  for  do. 
for  the  99th  regiment  of  foot,  ordered  abroad     ~ 

Nov.  23.  To. the  Colonels  bf  three  regiments 
nf  foot,  for  do.  for  their  refpective  regiments,  or- 
dered abroad  —  —  — 

Dec.  28.  To  the  Colonels  of  three  regiments 
of  do.  for  do.  for  their  refpec-tive  regiments*  or- 
z&  abroad  —  — ■  — 
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To  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  for  one  baggage  horfe 
For  one  company  of  his  corps  of  foot,  ordered  to 
take  the  field  —  —  —  1500 

,  3150    o    o 


512  10    o 


Jan.  31.  To  the  colonels  of  10  regiments  of 
foot,  for  ioods  winter  forage  for  their  refpedtSvc 
regiments,  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to  take  the 
field  — •  — •  —  2405     o    o 

To  the  colonels  of  9  regiments  of  dragoon 
guards,  and  dragoons,  for  ioods  do.  for  their  re- 
fpe&ive  regiments,  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
take  the  field  — -  —  —        5095     o    o 

Feb,  10.  To  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  forforaige  for 
two' additional  companies  to  the  ift  battalion  of 
the  1  ft  regiment  of  foot,  ordered  to  take  the  field  ^00 

To  do.^for  winter  forage  for  do.        —  '—  3S     °    ° 

Feb.  23.  To  the  colonels  of  three  regiments  of 
foot,  for  ioods  forage  for  their  refpe&ive  regi- 
ments, ordered  to  ferve  abroad  — —  660    o    o 

29.  To  the  colonels  of  the  78th  and  83d  regi- 
ments of  foot,  for  ioods  winter  forage  for  their 
refpedtive  regiments,  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
take  the  field  —  -*-  — 

March  17.  To  forage  money,  for  the  general 
and  ftaff  officers  during  the  campaign  1779         — -         2474.  18     o 

May  26.  To  tbe  colonels  of  four  regiments  of 
foot  for  ioods  forage  for  their  refpeaive  regi- 
ments, ordered  on  fervice  ■■  889    o    o 

To  Lieutenant-general  Carpenter,  for  ioods 
forage  for  the  4th  regiment  of  dragoons,  ordered 
to  be  in  readinefs  to  take  the  field  *-  550    o    o 

To  the  colonels  of  11  regiments  of  dragoon 
guards  and  dragoons,  for  ioods  forage  for. the  fur- 
geons' mates  of  the  refpedive  regiments        •— —  SS     °    ° 

To  Major  Dalrymple,  for  ioods  do.  for  his 
corps  of.  foot  ordered  to  take  the  field  in  Jamaica  1 20    o    o 

,  To  the  colonels  of  the  1  ft  battalion  of  the  60th 
and  the. 79th  regiments  of  foot,  for  ioods  do.  for 
their  refpeftive  regiments,  ordered  on  fervice  467  10    o 

June  21.  To  Lieutenant-general  Fitzroy,  for 
ioods  do.  for  the  3d  regiment  of  dragoons,  ordered 
to  be  in  readinefs  to  take  the  field         —  —  550    o    o 

July  3;  *  To  forage  money  to  the  general  and 
ffefF  officers,  and  officers  of  the  hofpitals  attending 
the  forces  —  —  —  4710    o    o 

Z  2  14.  To 
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14.  To  the  Earl  of  Seaforth,  for  i2ods  further 
allowance  of  forage  for  the  78th  reejment  of  foot* 
while  in  camp  at  Jerfey  and  Guernicy  — 

To  Colonel  Scott,  for  72ds  do.  for  the  83d  regi- 
ment of  foot,  while  in  camp  at  do,  — — 

July  26.  To  Major-general  Rainsford,  for 
loods  forage  for  the  99th  regiment  of  foot,  or- 
dered to  ferve  abroad  — -  — 

To  the  colonels  of  fundry  regiments  of  foo^  for 
loods  do.  for  their  refpe&ive  regiments,  ordered 
to  take  the  field  ■  -7*  ■■■ 

!  Nov.  23.  To  the  colonels  of  three  regiments  of 
foot,  for  ioods  do.  for  their  refpe&ve  regiments, 
ordered  abroad  ■    ■■  ■ 

"  29.  To  forage  money  to  the  general  ajid  ftaff 
officers  during  the  campaign  1780  ■ 

To  the  colonels  of  fundry  regiments  of  dragoon 
guards  and  dragoons,  for  ioods  winter  forage  for 
their  refpe&ve  regiments,  ordered  to  be  in  readi- 
ngs to  take  the  field  «     1    ■    ■    ■ 

Dec.  1 5.  To  the  colonels  of  the  three  regiments 
of  foot  guards  in  lieu  of  forage  for  their  reipe&ivc 
regiments,  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to  take  the 
field  —  ■         — "  —         •  — 

28.  To  the  colonels  of  three  regiments  of  foot, 
for  ioods  forage  for  their  reipeftive  regiments,  or- 
dered to  ferve  abroad  —  — . 
1    To  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  for  forage  money  for 
one  company  of  his  corps  of  foot,  ordered  to  take 

the  field  —  

f  To  the  colonels  of  the  jSth  and  8*d  regiments 
of  foot,  for  ioods  forage  for  their  refpeftive  regi- 
ments, ordered  to  take  the  field  ■  ■    ■■ 

To  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  for  forage  for  the  id 
battalion  of  the  ift  regiment  of  foot,  from  the 
time  the  faid  battalion  left  the  camp  in  Hyde  Park 
to  the  end  of  the  campaign,  being  120  days        ■*—         164    Q   0 
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Feb.  ro.  To  the  colonels  of  fundry  regiments  q£ 
militia,  for  additional  bat  horfeaf  for  the  additional 
companies  to  their  refpe£rive  regiments,  ordered 
to  take  the  field  —  —  —  1  jo    ©    9 

26.  To  the  colonels  of  the  Leicefterfhire  and 
SufTex  militia,  for  do.  for  their  refpeftiTe  regi- 
ments, ordered  to  take  the  field  —  —  jro    Cr   o 

38.  To 
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28.  To  Colon^J  Tuffhell,  for  one  bat  horfe 
ibr  the  additional  company  to  the  £aft  Middltfex 
piliti%  ordered  to  take  the  field  —  -*?  1000 

To  So.  for  an  additional  bat  horfe  for  do.  to 
carry  the  blankets  —  —  -—  10    o    6 

July  26*  To  the  colonels  of  fundry  regiments  of 
tia,  for  bat  horfes  for  (heir  refpe&ve  regiments 
ordered  to  take  the  field  —  ^-7  —  420    o    o 

To  the  colonels  of  fundry  do.  for  bat  horfes 
for  the  additional  companies  to  their  refpectire  re- 
giments, ordered  to  take  the  field         —  —  130    o    o 

Aug.  jo.  To  Lord  Bateman,  for  "bat  horfes 
for  the'HerefonMhire  militia,  ordered  to  take  the 
field  —  — -  '  —*  —         200    o    o 

Nor.  19.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Johnes,  for 
do.  for  f  he  Carmarthenfhire  militia,  ordered  to  take 
^he  field  -— •  -—  — —■  60    o    o 

■  i 

1070    o    o 


Feb.  28.  To  Colonel  Tuffiaell,  for  one  I 

horfe  for  the  additional  company  to  the  Eaftl 

iUefex  militia,  ordered  to  take  the  field  —  1 5    o    • 

July  26  To  the  colonels  of  fundry  regiments 
of  militia,  for  baggage  horfes  for  their  refpe&ive 
Regiments,  ordered  to  take  the  field  —  653  15    o 

To  the  colonels  of  fundry  do.  for  baggage  horfes 
for 'the  additional  companies  to  their  reipe&iYe  re* 
^intents,  ordered  to  take  the  field  —  19  J    o    O 

Aug.  jo.  To  Lord  Bateman,  for  baggage  hories 
for  the  Herefordfhire  militia,  ordered  to  take  the 
field  —  —  —  —  ijj    o    o 

Nov.  29.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Johnes,  for 
baggage  horfes  for  the  Carmarthenshire  militia, 
tordorea  to  take  the  field  —  —  93  15    0 

111a  to    0 


Jan.  ji.  To  the  colonels  of  fundry  regiment* 
of  militia,  for  ioods  winter  forage  for  their  re- 
]|>e&ive  regiments,  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
take  the  field  —  —  —  6595    o    a 

Feb.  afc.  To  Colonel  Tuffhell,  for  forage  for 
the  additional  company  to  the  Eafl  Middlefex  mi- 
litia, ordered  to  take  tne  field  —  —  17     10    p 

To  do.  for  winter  forage  for  do.         —        —  17  xo    o 

May  26.  To  the  colonels  of  the  Leicefterfture 
stod  Nordl  Hampfi&re  militia,  for  sooda  wintst 

forage 
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forage  to  their  refpe&ive  regiments,  ordered  to  be 
in  readinefs  to  take  the  field  —  —  400    0  0 

July  26.  To  the  colonels  of  fundry  regiments 
of  militia,  for  ioods  forage  for  \heir  reipe&ive 
regiments,  ordered  to  take  the  field        —         —         7180    o  0 

Aug.  23.  To  the  colonels  of  fundry  do.  for 
I76ds  forage  for  their  refpe&ive  regiments  ordered 
to  be  in  .readinefs  to  take  the  field,  during  the 
campaign  1779  ""    '  —  45 14    8   ° 

30.  To  Lord  Bateman,  for  roods  forage  for 
the  Herefbrdfhire  militia,  ordered  to  take  the  field  200    o   0 

To  the  colonels  of  fundry  regiments  of  militia, 
for  ioods  winter  forage  for  their  refpective  regi- 
ments, ordered  to-be  in  readinefs  to  take  the  field  2527  10   0 

Nov.  29.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Johnes,  for 
ioods  forage  for  the  Oarmarthenfhire  militia,  or- 
dered to  take  the  field  -  —  —   •  1 22  xo  0 

*x574    8  0 

April  7.  To  Robert  Adair,  Efq.  on  account  for 
his  contingent  difburfemehts  as  infpe&or  general 
of  regimental  infirmaries  —     *  —         2000    o   * 

June  21.  To  do.  on  account,  to  enable  him 
to  pay  the  monthly  allowance  to  the  regiments 
encamped  —  —  —  2000    o   0 

Aug.  4.  To  do.  on  account  to  enable  him  to 
fatisfy  fuch  bills  as  are  drawn  for  the  pay  of  extra 
furgeons  and  mates  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  Africa         1000    o   9 

To  do.  on  account  of  fundry  contingent  dif- 
burfements  for  hofpitals,  &c.  —  —  iooq    o   0 

Dec.  8.  To  do.. being  the  balance  of  his  account . 
of  contingent   difburfements   for  the  fick  of  the 
army,  from  25th  December  1778,  to  24th  June 
1780  —  —  —  571  12    3 

To  do.  being  the  balance  of  pay  of  extra  fur- 
geons mates  in  the  Ceded  Iflands,  &c.  from  25th 
Dec.  1777,  to  24th  Dec.  1779  —  —         303     4    0 

15.  To  do.  being  the  balance  of  his  difburfe- 
ments for  the  holpital  allowance  of  the  army, 
while  in  camp,  for  the  years  1778  and  1779  8*5  13    0 

7700    9    3 

1780.  *     *  

Jan.  19.  To  Lieutenant-general  •  Parker,  to 
rcimburfe  him  the  contingent  expences  of  the 
army  encamped  on  Warley  Common,  from  1  ith 
June  1  j 79*  to  24A  Nov.  following  .     —  108    o   0 

Ta 
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To  Lieutenant-general  Pierfon,  to  reimburfe 
him  do.  1  of  the  army  encamped  at  Coxheath,  du-  , 

ring  the  campaign  1779  —  —  ijo  19     j 

Feb.  io.  To  William  Rice,  Efq.  furveyor  of 
the  horfe  guards,  for  work  done,  and  repairs  at 
Whitehall,  the  Tilt  Yard,  St.  James's,  Kenfmg- 
ton,  Somerfet  Houfe,  &c.  between  25th  Dec. 
2776,  and  25th  Dec.  1777  —  —  3j70    2    + 

10.  To  Major  General  Morrifon,  for  the 
contingent  expences  of  the  afMants  to  the  Quarter- 
maftef -general,  in  marking  out  grounds,  &c.  for 
encampments  and  the  pay  of  an  extra  afliftant, 
from  1  ft  Dec.  1778,  to  25th  Dec.  1779,  and 
pay  of  an  extra  clerk  from  25th  Odober  1778, 
to  do.  —  —  —  363  19    6 

23.  To  Meffrs.  Rofs  and  Gray,  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  of  pay  to  the  non-commiflioned  of- 
ficers and  private  men  of  the  i6th  regiment  of 
dragoons  ■■  1946    2     $ 

To  Lieutenant-general  Amherft,  for  his  con- 
tingent expences  as  adjutant  general,  from  25th 
Dec.  1777,  to  24thaDec.  1778  ■  406  11     6 

March  23.  To  Lieutenant-colonel  Holroyd,  for 
horfe  furniture  and  accoutrements  of  his  regiment 
of  dragoons.  —  — —  — *  *47i     *     o 

April  14.  To  Charles  Eyre  and  William  Stra- 
han,  Efqrs.  for  the  charge  of  paper,  printing, 
&c.  feveral  adls  of  Parliament  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  —  —  —  384  12    8 

April  12.  To  John  Gore,  Efq.  for  neceflaries 
fpr  the  foot  guards  in  the  barracks  of  the  Tower, 
from  Michaelmas  1779,  to  Lady  day  1780        —  619     7     6 

April  20.  To  Captain  Richard  Bailey,  for  ex- 
pences in  fuperintending  the  embarkation  of  par- 
ties, camp  equipage,  &c.  from  nth  March  1779 
to  1  oth  March  1780  —  —  241     1     2 

To  Captain  James  Bulkelcy,  for  loffes  fuftained 
by  him  by  the  fhipwreck  of  the  fhip  Catharine,  on 
the  Irifh  coaft  —  —  44     1     o 

To  Colonel  Samuel  Townfhend,  for  his  con- 
tingent expences  in  fuperintending  the  recruiting 
fervice,  from  25th  June,  to  24th  Dec.  1779  39°    6    • 

May  12.  To  William  Rice,  Efq.  furveyor  of 
the  guards,  for  work  done  in  repairs,  &c.  of  the 
foot  guards'  rooms,  orderly  rooms,  Somerfet-houfe 
barracks,  and  recruit  houfe,  in  full  for  three 
years,  from  25th  Dj&ccmber  X776,  to  25th  Dc* 
cember  1779.  ,   —  —  —  1777  190 
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May  22.  To  Major-general  Hall,  for  knap- 
facks  tor  the  79th  regiment  of  foot  —  271  10  0 

July  12.  To  Colonel  William  Roy,  for  bis 
contingent  difburfements  as  deputy  quarter  matter 
general,  and  commiflary  general,  from  2jth  Dec. 
1779,  to  24th  June  1780  — — — ~  *©o  xg    a 

2 1 .  To  George  Garnitr,  Efq.  on  account,  for  - 
medicines.  &c.  lupplied,  and  to  be  fupplied,  for 
the  ufc  of  the  army  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■     ■  Sooo    0    0 

24.  To  Thomas  Harley,  Efq.  for  blankets  for 
the  ufc  of  the  troops  in  England  ■  ■     1  ■-         224a  12    t 

Aug.  4.  To  Leonard  Moric,  Efq.  for  carrying 
on  for  two  years,  from  Midfummer,  177$,  to 
Midfummer  1780,  a  progreffire  lift  of  commifEons 
of  all  the  officers  in  the  army,  and  for  having  a 
newj4tft  tranferibed  in  1779  ■   ■    ■   ■■   «  *jo    0   0 

To  Colonel  Pi&on,  for  knapfacks  for  the  75th 
regiment  of  foot  «■  ■  ■  ■  103     to 

10.  To  Mcflrs,  Harley  and  Lloyd,  for  packing, 
freight,  mfurance,  &c.  in  fending  cloattung  for 
invalids  in  the  refpedfcive  garrifons,  in  the  year 

1779  ,  ■  424    7    ^ 

1 1.  To  Major-general  Morrifon,  for  his  con- 
tingent expences  as  quarter  maf&r  general,  from 

.25th  Dec,  1779,  to  24th  June  1780        ■  %i$  i#  0 

To  Colonel  Samuel  Townfhcnd,  for  do.  in  fuper* 
intending  the  recruiting  fervice  from  do*  to  do.  3x7    o   4 

12.  To  Captain  John  Whitmarfh,  of  the  So- 
merfet  militia,  to  defray  the  expences  of  a  profe- 
cution  carried  on  againft  him,  for  pulling  down  a 
diforderly  booth  at  Coxheath,  in  the  campaign 

J779,  by  order  of  Leutenant-generai  Pierion  199    1    2 

To  Lieutenant  Thomas  Hockley,  late  of  tbe 
Weft  Suffolk  militia,  to  defray  the  expences  of  do. 
carried^on  againft  him  for  doing  his  duty  on  the 
occafion  of  a  difturbance,  when  he  was  on  guard 
at  Coxheath  in  1778  —"■<■■  »  534  to   0 

Aug.  23.  To  the  agents  of  the  three  regiments 
of  foot  guards  for  extra  charges  of  the  feid  regi- 
ments, during  the  late  tumults  ■  ■■  *■  782  II    t 

31.  To  George  Garnicr,  Efq.  Apothecary  ge- 
neral, in  full  for  medicines  for  the  army,  annor 
1779  ~  _  — i  4643    o    j 

Oa.  4,  To  MefTrs.  Powell  and  Cooke,  for  loffe*      - 
of  officers  of  invalids,  by  the  Hope  Tender  being 
taken  by  a  French  privateer  •*— — •  36  1 3    6 

1 8.  To  John  Govt*  Efq.  for  neceflaries  formfeed 
by  him  to  the  foot  guards  in  the  Tovfrer  of  Lon- 
don, from  Lady  Day  to  Michaelmas  1780  335     $  xo 

To 
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To  do.  for  utenfisiurnifhed  by  him  to  do.  from 
Michaelmas  1779,  to  Michaelmas  1780  —  8**8    6 

Nov  1  •  To  Meflh.  Bifhopp  and  Go.  for  the 
amount  of  bills  drawn  on  them  by  Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Haviland,  for  carriage  of  .camp  neceuaries  tfe 
Wywiourif  r^  ■  .    109    8  1* 

29.  To  Sir  Richard  Pierfcn,  for  the  contingent 
axpences  of  the  camp  at  Dartford  1 780  —  95  x4    5 

I)ec.  8.  To  Mrs.  Gride  Graham,  in  confide** 
•ration  of  fofles  fuftained  by  her.  late  Ifufband,  Cap- 
tain John  Graham  of  ifoe  71ft  regiment  of  foot  49    o    o 

15.  To  William  Rice,  Efq.  furveyor  of  die 
guards,  for  work  done  in  repairs,  &&  of  the  horie 
and  foot  guards  for  one  year,  to  24th'  December 
jyjrS  ■  ■    '  ■  ■    ■    ""       1-6x6    8    1 

"/  arrTo  Colonel  Samuel  Townfhend,  being  the 
balance  of  his  general  account  of  expenditures  on 
die  recruiting  fervice,  &c.  for  12  months  to  24th 
Jane  1780  ■  ■   *       '  ■  8260  2  10 

Tot; Lieutenant-general  tlaviland,  for  the  hire 
and  damage  of  ground  for  the  encampment  near 
&ymo$chy  in  the  year  1779  ■  476  13    6 

To  Lieutenant-general  Monckton,  to  be  paid 
«rer  to  Meflrs*  Carter  and  Ayling  for  damages 
stone  their  ground  by  the  Surrey  militia,  when 
encamped  near  Beitfmouth,  in  the  year  1779  109  10    7 

Dec.  2  u  To  Lieutenant  Daniel  Paterfon,  a£ 
fiftant  quarter  mafier  general,  to  be  paid  over  to 
fundry  perfons  for  hire  of  ground  for  the  camps 
near:  Salifbury,  Aldborough,  and  at  Fairlight, 
1779,  and  at  Blackheath  1780,  and  for  damages 
done  by  the  fame  ■  >  xi8     3    o 

-    ij*f.     • 

Jan.  12.  To  Thomas  Harley,  Efq.  for  blankets 
for  the  ufe  of  the  troops  in  England  '    ■  1 1x9     x  x     1 1 

15.  To  Leonard  Morfe,  Efq.  fecretary  to  Ge- 
nera\  Lord  Amherft,  for  his  expences  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  army,  from  Chriftmas  1779,  to  Chrifb- 
mas  1780  ■  j.  526    5    4 

To  John  Trotter,  Efq,  fot  providing  hofpitaj 
bedding  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces.  —  1965  ijf    o 

x^.  To  Lieutenant-general  Parker,  for  the 
contingent  expences  of  the  camp  at  Tiptree  Heath, 
during  the  campaign  1780  ■      .  9)     3    q  / 

To  Lieutenant-general  Hall,  for  do.  of  the 
army  under  his  command  in  the  northern  diftrift, 
from  25th  Feb,  4779,  to  28th  May  1780         •»•>  a*  x8    3 

Vol,  I!,  A  a  24*  To 
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24.  To  Andrew  Clinton,  Efq.  for  providing 
and  repairing  divers  utcnfils,  &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the 
barracks  at  Plymouth  dock,  from  25th  December 
1779,  to  24th  December  1780,  and  for  his  falary 
for  providing  and  taking  care  of  the  fame  for  the 
faid  period 187     3  xo 

24.  To  E.  B.  De  La  Fontaine,  Efq,  barrack 
matter  of  the  Savoy,  for  providing  utenuls  for  the 
ufe  of  the;  infirmary  and  barraks  there,  for  the 
year  1780  ■  »  nz    8  10 

j  1.  To  MeiTrs  Harley  and  Lloyd,  for  packing, 
freight,  carriage,  and  other  charges  in  fending, 
cloathing  for  ten  new  companies  of  invalids  to  ; 

their  refpe&ive  garrifons,  in  the  years  1779  and 
278P  ■  — "—  **4  15   7 


War  Office, 

4th  April  1 781. 


Total 


3443**7  J9  H 


C.  Jenkinpm. 

An  Account  of  the  Diftrihutlon  of  nine  hundred  thoufand  foods. 
Part  of  the  Sum  of  One  Million,  granted  to  His  Mcjejty%  to  defrm 
any  extraordinary  Expences  incurred^  or  to  be  incurred,  on  Ac- 
count of  Military  or  Ordnance  Services  for  the  Tear  1780;     . 
Dates  of  Warrants. 

1780.  £i  s.  d, 

Jan.  24.  To  Thomas  Harley  and  Henry  Drum- 
mond,  Efqrs.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  the  pur- 
chafing  Spanifh  and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and 
fervice  of  His  Majcfty's  forces  ferving  in  North 
America  -  j  160658'  it   J 

Feb.  22.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in 
Spanifh  and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice 
of  His  Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  —         1 14850  15    3 

May  12.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in 
Spanifh  arid  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fer» 
vice  of  His  Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  do.  20000    0   0 

26.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spanifh 
and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  His 
Majefty's  rorces  ferving  in  do.  ■  ■   '■,>,.  336414    2    6 

29.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spanifh 
and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  His 
Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  the  Weft  Indies  16000    0   d 

June  28.  To  do.  to  be  by  them  invefted  in  Spa- 
nifti  and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of 
Jiis  Maiefty's  forces,  ferving  in  North  America         145147x9   8 

To  do.  to  be  by  ther  invefted  in  Spanifh  and 
Portugal  coins,  tor  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  ijig 
Molly's  forces  fervingt  n  do,  -»-*  62773 


H  4 
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July  20.  To  do,  to  be  by  them  inverted  in  Spa-    • 
ikifh  and  Portugal  coins,  for  the  life  and  fervice  of 
His  Majefty 's  forces  ferving  in  do.  in  part  of  a 
Warrant  for  50000I.  44154  10  10 

900000    o    o 

War  Office,  -. 

4th  April  1781*  C.  Jcukinfon. 

March  7. 
•  Lord  North  rofe  and  opened  the  budget.  His  Lordfhip  LwdNortl 
began  with  faying,  that  it  gave  him  great  concern,  that. he 
could  not  irate  to  the  Committee  at  that  time  the  taxes  which 
he  meant  to  propofe  as  a  fund,  for  anfwering  the  annual  in- 
tereft  of  the  fum  to  be  borrowed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year. 
The  taxes  had  undergone  very  nice  and  fober  inveftigation ; 
but  they  were  not  yet,  in  his  opinion,  fufficiently  inquired 
into  to  be  fubmittted  to  the  confideration  of  Parliament. 
Several  papers  of  calculations  relating  to  them  had  come 
into  his  hands  but  a  few  days  before,  and  fome  frefh  diffi- 
culties had  ftarted,  which  would  require  fome  farther  deli- 
1>eration.  Jn  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  he  would  lay  them 
before  the  Committee;  and  in  the  mean  time  he  could  only 
fay,  that  they  lhould  be  efficient,  and  he  hoped  not  burden- 
fome.  The  only  bufinefs,  therefore,  that  he  had  before  him 
on  this  day  was,  to,  open  the  ftate  of  the  expences  of  the 
current  year,  with  an  account  of  the  fum  which  the  ways 
and  means,  already  voted,  had  granted  towards  that  fupply, 
and  to  move  for  the  loan  neceffary  to  make  up  the  furplus 
that  was  wanting ;  and  even  in  this  refpe&  he  found  himfelf 
tinder  confiderable  difficulty:  he  could  not  ftate  to  the  Com-  ' 
mittee  the  whole  of  the  feveral  fervices  of  the  year,  fince 
fome  of  the  eftimates  had  not  yet  come  before  the  Houfe. 
He  could,  however,  make  very  probable  conjectures  of  the 
amount  of  the  fervices  that  yet  remained  to  be  voted ;  and 
fuch  as  the  Committee  might  go  upon,  fo  far  as  was  neceffary 
to  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  day. 

The  fums  already  voted  were  as  follow :  the  whole  amount 
of  the  navy,  including  the  feveral  heads  under  which  the 
fums  are  granted  and  which  he  feverally  £.         s.    d. 

enumerated,  was  *—  —        5»736>277     3     7 

The  fum  voted  for  the  army        —  4*239, 144    o     if 

The  ordnance  —  —         1,030,106  18     4 

Exchequer  bills  of  laft  year    :        —        1,500,000    o    o 

A  a  2  *V<*Jt 
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Vote  of  credit  of  laft  year          —  i,oocsooo  o    o 

Mifcellaneous  fervices             -            -  277,186  6  11 
Deficiencies  oatht  taxes  of  1777,  1778, 

1779,  and  1780         ...  639,07a  a  n| 

In  all     14,421786  11  u£ 

In  regard  to  the  laft  article,  the  deficiencies  as  now  ftatcA 
to  the  Committee,  exceed  thofe  of  laft  year  by  more  than 
iOQjOOoL  but  there  were  in  the  fum  now  brought  before  th* 
Jioufe,  the  deficiencies  of  four  years,  and  the  fums  of  laft 
year  had  only  the  deficiencies  of  three  years.  The  dfefi- 
ciency  of  laft  year  alone  was  more  than-  200,oooU  but  this 
deficiency  did  not  arife  from  any  defed  in  the  taxes  them- 
selves, but  from  the  mode  of  their  eftablifhroent;  the  road 
having  commenced  in  January,  and  the  taxes  not  taking 
place  till  Midfummer.  This  ckcumftance  of  the  fond  be* 
ginning  before  the  taxes,  produced  the  deficiency,  said  not 
any  failure  in  the  taxes  themfelves.  For  the  reft,  the  defi* 
ciencies  of  the  preceding  years  were  much  left  this  year 
than  they  were  the  laft;  and  there  was  the  faireft  profpect  of 
their  anlwering,  not  only  the  whole  of  the  fum  at  which 
they  were  taken,  but  a  considerable  fum  more.  Their  fair 
lure  at  firft  had  arifen  from  an  error  in  the  colle&ion;  it  wai 
with  them  as  it  is,  and  muft  be,  with  all  taxes  in  their  in- 
fancy; difficulties  had  arifen  which  were  not  forefeen,  and 
which  nothing  but  experience  could  remove;  He  held  it  to 
be  a  mod  eflential  part  of  his  duty  to  propofe  taxes  that 
would  be  efficient,  fince  by  their  failure  they  were  obliged 
to  come  upon  the  finking  fund  with  charges'  that  were  very 
injurious  and  impolitic.  Three  of  the  taxes  which  he  had 
propofed,  had  faded  at  firft,  and  failed  considerably;  but 
they  had  failed  more  from  their;  novelty  than  from  their 
Jnefficacy.  The  houfe  tax  was  now  clearly  underftood,  and 
would  undoubtedly  produce  the  Aim  at  which  it  was  taken; 
the  Servants*  tax  alfo  proinifed  to  bring  a  much  larger  fum  to 
the  revenue  than  that  for  which  it  was  given ;  but  it  wanted 
fbme  regulations  in  the  mode-  of  the  eolle&ionv  .  He  in; 
tended  to  propofe  fonte  to  the  Houfe  which  fie  thought 
would  be  fufficient,  and  Would  make  it  in  all  probability 
fully  adequate  to  the  fum  for  which  it  was  taken,  Tht 
poft-horfe  tax  now  held  forth  thembft  promifing  appearance 
as  it  had  produced  nearly  double  fince  the  alteration* 

'The 
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The  fum  already  Voted  for  the  fapptie* 
6$  the  year  was*  as  he  had  ftated  14,421,786  11   11$ 

"Here  ftill  were  feveral  fervices  which  - 
remained,  and  which,  though  he  could  not 
ftufe  to  the  Committee  with  accuracy  and 
precifion,  he  could  yet  ftate  very  near  to 
their  amount 

The  extraordinaries  of  the  army  would 
he  about  3,400,000 — betides  this,  there 
would  be  tinder  the  fame  head  of  war-of- 
fice, a  fum  of  about  150,000!.  wanted  for 
the  raiting  independent  companies,  a» 
mentioned  to  the  Houfe,  and  for  raiting 
Canoe  troops  in  Ireland,  on  the  Englifh 
eftablifliment;  Co  th?t  the  fum  -altogether 
which  yet  remained  to  be  voted  for  the 
Nrnw  fervice  he  looked  to  be  about  39650,760    o    O 

Xhe  mifcellaneous  fervices  were  for 
loads  and  bridges  in  Scotland  3000 

/The  African  Company  -  13000 
•    Sonerfet  Houfe        ~        -       25000 


41,000    9    6 


THe- deficiencies  on  land  and  mah  had 
teen  taiken  laft  year  at  450^000!.  They 
bid  not  amounted  to  fo  much  as  that  fum, 
and  from  the  jufteft  calculation  he  would 
not  ftate  them  at  niore  than 
•   The  coinage  was 

The  deficiency  of  the  grants  of  laft 
mr,  anting  from  feveral  caufes,  amount 


350,000 
8,004 


cr 

o 


*>57>9S5    3 


oi 


et  in  the  whole  to 

But  from  that  fum 
Aeie  was  to  be  taken 
the  amount  of  favings, 
tfrifing  from  feveral 
caufes 

•:■  So  that  the  deficiency  of  grants  to  be 
lifted  was 

- ' ■•*  A  fum  to  pay  Exchequer  bills 
-:  A  fura,  by  a  vote  of  credit,  to  pay  off 
£>  much  of  the  navy  debt 


249,401    4    9 


8>SSS  18 
1,900,000    o 


?! 


1,000,000     O     O 

The 
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The  whole  of  the  fum  that  yet  remained 
to  be  voted  was  therefore         -  -         6,958,416  18    jj 

And  the  whole  amount  of  the  fum  ne-  ■ 

ceflary  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year 
voted  and  unvoted  was         -  -         21,380,202  11  \i\ 

And  for  which  fum  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  Parliament  to  procure  ways  and 
means.  The  Houfe  had  already  voted 
a  part  of  this  fum,  by  the  land  and  malt 
taxes         -  2,750,000     O    0 

By  a  furplus  fum  lying  in  the  Ex- 
chequer, above  paying  the  grants  of  Par- 
liament -  -  288,346  19    8 

Already  voted  -  3*038,346  19    8 

He  meant  to  raife  by  Exchequer  bills 
towards  the  fupply  of  the  year  -         3,500,000     O   0 

And  he  propofed  to  charge  the  finking  fund  with  a  larger 
fum  this  year  than  the  laft,  and  for  this  reafon :  Upon  a  re* 
view  and  calculation  of  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund  for 
the  laft  twenty  years,  dividing  it  into  four  periods  of  five 
years  each ;  it  appeared  that  upon  an  average  of  thefe  five 
years,  it  had  been  regularly  on  the  increafe,  and.  that  in 
time  of  war  as  well  as  peace,  in  time  of  difficulty  as  well  as 
of  eafe.  In  order  to  fhew  this'  to  the  Houfe,  he  ftated  the 
produce  of  the  finking  fund  for  thefe  periods,  the  fum$ 
chargeable  upon  it,  and  alfo  the  difpofeable  furns. 

In  the  period  of  five  years,  beginning  in  October  1 761, 
and  ending  in  1765,  the  receipt  of  the  finking  fund,  was, 
upon  an  average,  fomewhat  more  than  6,500,0001.  the  fum 
charged  upoa  it  was  on  an  average  4,289,8361*  4s.  94.  and 
the  difpofeable  fum  on  the  average  of  that  period  was  an- 
nually -  £.  2,090,903  6    0 

From  1 765  to  1 7  70  the  difpofeable  fum 
on  the  fame  average  was         -  -         2,266,246     0    0 

From  1770  to  1775,  the  fum  was  2,651,453     o    0 

From  1775  to  1780  the  fum  was  *  2,868,012  '7  4 
So  that  from  this  view  of  the  gradual  increafe  of  the  finking 
fund,  the  Committee  would  perceive,  that  a  very  material  ad- 
vantage might  be  taken  of  the  fund  for  the  ways  and  means 
of  the  current  year.  He  meant  to  charge  it  with  2,900,000^ 
and  gentlemen  would  not  think  that  this  was  too  large  a  fum, 
when  they  were  told  that  the  difpofeable  fum  in  the  laft 

year 
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year  was-confiderably  more  than  the  average  of  the  laft  period 
'which  he  ftated.     And  the  Committee  would  alfo  confider, 
that  the  finking  fund  would  receive  an  acceflion  this  year  of- 
190,0001.  by  the  reduction  of  four  per  cents,  which  if  Parlia- 
ment did  not  mean,  or  were  not  inclined  to  apply  to  the  fer- 
viceof  the  year,  would  leave  a  confiderable  fum  in  the  finkr 
ing  fund  unappropriated.     Thefe  fums  voted  and  unvoted, 
together  with  the  fum  of  12,000,000.  which  he  propofed  as 
the  loan  for  the  year,  and  which  he  was  about  to  propofe  to 
the  Committee,  would  come  to  more  than  he  had  ftated  the 
fupplies  to  be.    It  would  amount  to  the  fum  of  21,438,3461. 
19s.  8d.  which  was  a  furplus  above  the  fupplies  voted,  and 
.  ''unvoted,  of  58,144!.  7s.  8|d.     This  furplus  would  certainly 
anfwer  for  any  fum  to  which  the  fupplies  that  yet  remained 
to  be  voted  would  come  to,  above  what  he  had  ftated  them 
to  be  from  conjecture.     In  this  ftatement  he  had  allowed 
nothing  for  the  favings,  or  money  now  lying  in  the  Exchequer, 
or  in  the  hands  of  the  different  accountants  of  ftate.    There 
would  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  come  in  feveral  balances  to 
a  very  confiderable  amount,  from  different  accomptants,  in 
convenience  of  the   inquiries  and  reports  of  the  commif- 
-  fioners  appointed  to  examine  the  public  accounts.    Thefe 
-commiffioners  very  properly  following  the  plan  and  rule  pre- 
fented  to  them  in  the  ac"t,  had  fir  ft  inquired  into  the  modes 
of  the  collection  of  the  revenue;  and  from  the  reports  which 
they  had  already  made  to  the  Houfe,    gentlemen   would 
perceive,  that  advantages  would  be  derived  from  their  cor- 
rections of  abufe :  but  in  this  particular  they  would  not  be 
fo  beneficial  as  in  others;  for  the  reception  ot  revenue  in  this 
country  was  as  fimple  and  as  clear  as  in  moll  countries ; 
and  he  was  apprehenfive  that  the  alterations  to  be  made  there, 
even  in  times' of  peace,  would  be  immaterial.     But  by  and 
by,  they  would  come  to  a  more  important  fubject  —  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  —  and  there  they  would 
iind  feveral  large  and  confiderable  balances  lying  in  the  hands 
©f  different  accomptants,  or  of  thofe  of  their  executors,  be- 
caufe  their  accounts  could  not  be  made  up,  which  would 
come  in  very  opportunely,  and  be  applied  agreeable  to  the 
•refolution  ot  Parliament.  He  was  one  of  thofe  accomptants, 
jointly  with  another  perfon,  and  there  was  a  confiderable 
balance  in  their  hands.    If  it  amounted  to  a  million  or  there- 
abouts, the  Houfe  would  confider  whether  it  might  not  be 
rery  properly,  and  with  much  public  benefit,  applied  to 

paying 
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faying  off  fo  much  of  the  navy  debt,  by  which  means,  we 
ihould  be  able  this  year  to  pay  off  two  millions  of  that  debt. 

The  noble  Lord  now  obferved,  that  it  might  be  objeded  to 
him,  that  in  propofing  a  loan  of  1 2,ooo,oool.  he  fliould  bring 
the  Committee  to  confent  to  vote  the  money,  without  having 
Examined  the  eftimate,  or  knowing  the  fervice.  This  cer- 
tainly was  the  rule  of  Parliament  —  not  to  grant  tBe  money 
where  the  fervice  was  not  before  the  Houfe.  He  wifhed  to 
attend  to  this  rule,  and  in  fadfc  he  did  fo,  for  the  Houfe  had 
already  granted  fupplies  to  an  amount  that  would  juftHy 
them  for  voting  the  fum  propofed. 

The  fums  already  voted,  were,  as  he  £.  s*     & 

had  ftated  to  the  Houfe  -  14,421,786  l\  \\\ 

To  this  might  be  added  with  proprie- 
ty, the  fums  for  which  the  Houfe  were 
jbound  by  former  grantsthough  they  had 
not  been  voted  this  year,  that  is  to  (ay, 
the  deficiency  of  land  and  malt         -  35Q>000~-0    O 

The  fam  of  Exchequer  bills  iflued 
in  confequenee  of  the  vote  of  laft  year       .1,400^000    O    0 


So  that  there  was  a  fupply  actually 
the  fame  as  voted  of  -  *  169171,786  1 1  ■  nj 

Towards  this  there 
was  only  voted  of 
ways  and  means     -       39038,346  19     8 

Add  to  this  the  fum 
of  the  loan        -        12,000,000    o    o 

-i&038>346  19   8 


And  there  was  ftill  a  furplu*  of  fupply 
voted  above  the  ways  and  means  of    •      1,133,439. 12    3$ 

This  ftatement,  he  faid,  would  fatisfy  the  Houfe,  that 
they  were  not,  in  going  into  the  hufinefs  of  the  loan  on  that 
day,  tranfgrefling  againft  the  laws  of  Parliament,  by  grant- 
ing the  money  without  eftimate  of  fervice* 

The  noble  Lord  came  now,  he  faid,  to  the  immediate  fob- 
je&  of  the  loan,  which  was  the >ufu*efc  of  the  day.  He  la- 
mented exceedingly  that  he  ihould  be  obliged  to  come  down 
^nd  propofe  fo  large  an  addition  to  the  debt  of  the  emptr^ 
where  we  were  obliged  to  borrow  on  fuch  difadvantagcow 
terms,  arifmg  from  the  low  ftate  of  our  funds*  It  was,  ho** 
£ver,  a  calamity,  to  which,  in  our  prefent  fituation,  wfe  rnuft 

unfa* 
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unfortunately  fubmit :  the  proportion  which  he  had  to  make, 
was  for  a  loan  of  i2,ooo,oool.  on  the  following  terms,  which 
certainly  were  hard : 

150I.  of  3  per  cents  confol. 
25  of  4  per  cents  and 

4  lottery  tickets  to  each  fuhfcriber  of  1000I.  in 
a  lottery  of  the  fame  fize  as  that  of  laft  year.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  laft  week,  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  our  funds  and  of  our 
affairs,  that  the  money-lenders  would  not  agree  to  take  the 
3  per  cents  at  more  than  55,  and  the  four  per  cents  at  more 
than  68,  taking  them  at  this  rate : 

150I.  of  3  per  cents,  at  55,  was  £.  82  10 

25I.  of  4  per  cent?,  at  68  Ijr    o 

1  lottery  ticket,  reckoned  at  z     p 


So  that  in  this  way  to  come  to  no  more  than  iool.  10s.  and 
there  muft  have  been  a  larger  douceur,  in  order  to  have  got 
the  money ;  fo  that  if  he  had  concluded  the  matter  at  that 
time,  or  even  later  in  the  week,  he  muft  have  made  a  very 
hard  bargain  for  the  public.  But  fince  that  time  circumftances 
had  happened,  news  had  arrived,  and  hopes  of  pacification 
had  arifen,  which  had  wrought  a  confulerable  eftedl  on  the 
funds ;  by  which  means  he  had  been  able,  on  Monday  laft,  to 
make  a  better  bargain,  though  undoubtedly  it  was  ftill  a  very 
hard  one.  The  terms  which  he  had  then  agreed  on,  and 
which  he  propofed  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  wexe 
to  give  to  every  fubfcriber  of  iool. 

150  of  3  per  cents  confol.  at  58  0700 

25  of  4  per  cents,  at  70      -        -         17  10    O 
Four  lottery  tickets  to  each  fubfcriber 

of  locol.  reckoned  at    -        -         1     o    O 


105  10  o 
Thefe  were  the  terms  which  he  had  been  obliged  to  give 
for  the  money.  The  3  per  cents  were  at  59  when  the  bar- 
sain  was  made ;  if  they  continue  at  that,  it  would  add  30 
{hillings  to  the  douceur  and  raife  it  to  7 1,  but  the  money-len- 
ders would  not  take  it  at  that  rate,  fince  the  circumftances 
which  had  happened  to  afte&  their  fudden  rife  were  not  fo 
beyond  the  reach  of  fate,  as  to  be  trufted  to,  with  any  degree 
of  certainty.  There  had  come  nothing  certain,  nothing  to 
Sp  depended  upon,  it  was  only  a  tendency  to  a  peace,  which,  if 
Vol.  II.  B  b  nothing 
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nnothing  came  to  check  it,  might  conclude  in  the  profperont 
event ;  but  i,t  had  not  yet  taken  root,  it  was  very  far  from 
being  folid,  and  fhould  it  be  checked,  fhould  a  reverfe  of  for- 
tune arife,  it  would  certainly  affedl  the  funds  in  a  very  confi- 
derable  degree,  and  in  all  probability  bring  them  down  again 
as  low  as  they  were  before  the  rumour  arofe.  This  the  mo- 
ney-lenders confidered;  and  as  money-lenders  generally  chute 
to*  be  on  the-  fafe  fide,  they  would  not  agree  to  take  die  3  per 
cents  at  more  than  58,  though  they  were  at  59,  and  the  4 
per  cents  at  more  than  70,  though  they  were  at  72.  The 
noble  Lord  obferved,  that  the  plan  of  raiflng  the  money  this 
year,  made  undoubtedly  an  increafe  of  capital;  acircumftancr 
which,  in  the  eyes  of  ignorant  people,  was  always  confidered 
as  a  very  great  calamity.  But,  upon  the  whole,  he  confidered 
this  as  the  cheapeft  mode  of  borrowing  money.  To  borrow 
oh  a  fund  of  5  per  cent,  though  it  has  its  advantages,  has  alfo 
its  inconveniencies.  The  money-readers  are  not  fond  of  it, 
they  are  afraid  of  its-  falling  in  value;  He  was  aware  that  it 
might  be  faid,  that  the  principle  upon  which  he  had  made- 
former  loans,  was  direftly  the  reverfe  of  the  principle  of  this, 
viz.  Here  the  terms  tended  to  increafe  the  capital  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  formerly  the  loan  was  procured'  by  annuities. 
In  anfwer  to  this,  he  fiioufd  fay,  that  it  had  always  been  his 
opinion,  that  the  beft  way  of  making  a  loan*,  was  by  increaf- 
ing  the  capital,  and  to  raife  the  money  at  as  few  an  intereft  at 
poffibfe,  betaufe  it  was  the  intereft  that  the  people  were  bur- 
dened with  paying  of,  and  not  the  capital :  but  then  it  would 
be  faid,  "  if  this  was  always  your  opinion,  how  came  you  to 
make  your  former  loans  on  a  very  oppofite  principle  r  To 
which  he  would  repfy,  that  increafing  the  capital  of  our  debt 
Was  a  matter  very  apt  to  alarm  ignorant  and  unthinking  peo- 
ple, and  the  fpreading  of  futh  an  alarm,  however  caufelefs  the 
panfc,  might  do  much  fnifchief ;  and,  therefore,  rather  than 
give  rife  to  fuch  an  alarm,  he  had  made  his  former  loans  upon 
the  different  principle,  thinking  it  wifer  to  burden  the  public 
with  fomewhat  more  intereft ;  arid  he  was  free  to  own,  that 
he  wifhed  to  have  done  the  fame  this  year,  and  fhould  have 
thought  it  wifer,  could  he  have  got  the  monied  people  to  come 
into  fuch  terms.  He  had  propofed  to  create  a  5  per  dent 
flock,  and  an  annuity;  but  when  he  came  to  propofe  it,  no- 
body would  lifteti  td  it,  unlefs  he  would  make  the  ftock  irre- 
deemable for  fifteen  years  certain.  As  to  a  5  per  cent,  he 
fcarcely  knew  at  what  to  have  taken  it,  for  fome  put  one  price 
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upon  it,  others  another  :  however  he  was  obliged  to  give  yp 
the  idea  for  the  reafon  he  had  ftated. 

He  however  owned,  that  he  would  have  preferred  raifing 
the  money  by  this  means,  but  the  terms  which  the  money- 
lenders demanded  were  extravagant.  He  ftated  thefe  terms, 
and  (hewed  that  in  the  firft  inftance,  he  would  have  had  an 
intereft  to  pay  of  feven  and  a  half,  inftead  of  five  and  a  half; 
?nd  to  raife  confequently  an  annual  fum  of  between  feven  and 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  inftead  of  66o,oooL  which 
jwas  the  annual  intereft  to  be  raifed  by  the  plan  on  which  he 
liad  agreed.  The  difficulty  of  borrowing  on  the  ground  of 
annuities  arofe  from  their  being  an  unfakable  commodity  in 
athe  market. 

He  ftated,  that  the  annual  faving,  in  point  of  intereft,  by 
ihe  plan  which  he  had  preferred  and  adopted,  was  i20,oooU 
and  that  this  fum,  To  faved,  if  laid  out  in  compound  intereft, 
"would,  in  twenty-eight  years,  produce  as  large  a  fum  as  we 
ihould  ultimately  gain  by  the  means  of  an  annuity.  The 
world  in  general  confidered  the  capital  of  the  national  debt 
in  aialfe  point  of  view ;  it  was  not  in  fa&  true,  that  our  debt 
was  more  than  the  annuities  which  we  annually  paid.  At 
the  end  of  the  laft  war,  a  plan  had  been  adopted  of  buying 
up  a  part  of  the  debt  at  the  market  price,  which  was  certain- 
iya  very  advantageous,  as  well  as  a  fair  planior  the  public 
That  mode  he  hoped,  and  trufted,  would  again  be  reforted 
ito  ;  and  when  peace  had  given  us  the  means  and  the  opportu- 
nity of  diminishing  our  debt,  that  we  would  take  this  prece- 
dent for  our  guide,  and  pay  off  what  we  could  at  the  market 
price.  A  furmife  had  been  propagated,  that  being  at  war 
with  the  United  States,  we  would  not  hefitate  to  feize  upon 
the  money  which  they  had  vefted  in  our  funds.  This  was 
.an  idea  which  was  at  once  fhameful  and  libellous.  Great 
Britain  would  never  refort  to  fuch  bafe  means.  On  the  con- 
trary, ftie  had  followed  a  policy  the  reverfe  of  that;  for  when 
we  were  forced  to  take  up  arms  againft  our  colonies,  Mary- 
land had  a  fum  of  money  vefted  in  our  funds,  and  we  had 
held  it  facred.  There,  if  in  any  inftance,  it  would  have  been 
■  proper  to  have  feized  it,  for  it  belonged  to  Maryland  as  a 
^community,  and  not,  as  the  Dutch  money,  which  is  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals ;  but  it  had  been,  and  would  always  be, 
.our  policy  to  fliew  to  all  the  world,  that  we  kept  the  obliga- 
tion which  fubfifted  between  the  debtor  and  the  creditor,  with 
inviolable  faith,  and  that  we  made  no  refpe&  either  in  friend 
;©r  enemy,  fubjedt  or  rebel,  in  point  of  ftrift  and  juft  per- 
formance of  our  engagements.    With  refpeft  to  the  mode  of 
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fayihe  off  the  national  debt  at  the  market  price,  we  had  the 
coufoution  of  having  a  very  advantageous  refource  in  the 
finking  fund.  He  had  fliewn  the  Committee  that  this  fund 
had'' been  gradually  and  regularly  on  the  increafe.  When 
therefore  it  fhould  happen  that  tranquillity  was  reftored,  he 
hoped  and  believed,  that  a  very  confiderable  provifion  might 
be  made  from  the  finking  fund  for  diminifhing  the  debt.  Re- 
trenchments in  the  civil  eftablifhments  and  the  annual  ex- 
penditure, might  be  made,  and  a  fvftem  of  ceconomy  intro* 
duced,  fo  that  the  whole  expence  o(  the  year,  after  providing 
for  the  fafety  of  the  empire,  might  be  brought  within 
fuch  ftri&  and  certain  limits,  as  to  leave  a  laving  in  the  fink- 
ing fund,  to  be.  applied,  with  all  its  concomitant  produce  of 
intereft,  to  the  diminution  of  the  capital  of  our  debt.  The 
finking  fund  had  confiderably  increafed,  and  it  would  have 
eonfiderable  acceflions  by  the  falling  in  of  various  annuities, 
particularly  thofe  granted  in  the  reign  of  King  William.  If, 
therefore,  by  means  of  retrenchment,  and  other  branches  of 
ceconomy,  a  faving  of  one  million,  or  of  a  million  and  a  half, 
could  be  made  and  applied  to  this  purpofe,  we  (hould,  in  the 
courfe  of  fourteen  or  twenty  years,  ftand  in  a  very  refpe&a- 
He  ftate  of  credit.  This  ufe  he  thought  might  be  made  of 
the  finking  fund,  and  he  agreed  with  thofe  who  recommended 
that  fvftem  as  proper  to  be  adopted ;  but  he  could  not  alfci 
agree  with  an  honourabld  gentleman  in  thinking  that  it  was 
by  any  means  advantageous  to  apply  the  favings  of  the  fink- 
ing fund  to  this  purpofe  in  a  time  of  war,  and  be  under  the 
neceflity  of  borrowing  as  many  new  millions  as  we  paid  off. 
This  was  very  difadvantageous  to  the  public,  fince  we  fhould 
be  obliged  to  pay  terms  for  borrowing  one  million  to  pay 
another.  Our  debt  would  not  be  diminifhed,  and  we  fhould 
incur  certain  fixed,  and  difadvantageous  expences.  He  hoped 
$0  fee  this  plan  in  a  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity  thoroughly 
inveftigated,  and  the  benefits  of  it  applied  to  the  public  fer- 
vice.  The  finking  fund  had  not  been  affe&ed  during  the 
war ;  and  indeed  there  were  reafons  why  the  revenues  of  a 
country  might  not  be  affe&ed  by  war,  if  they  were  not  be- 
nefited. The  revenues  might  increafe  by  the  prevention  of 
fmuggling ;  they  might  increafe  by  the  quantity  of  ftores, 
hemp,  cordage,  and  other  materials  that  were  imported  into 
the  country;  but  thofe  advantages  were  again  met,  and 
counterbalanced  by  the  advantages  of  a  peace,  which  refto- 
red to  the  country  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  employed 
abroad,  whofe  prefeace  confiderably  increafed  the  confump- 
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lion  of  commodities  that  were  excifeable,  and  brought  with 
italfo  the  return  of  extended  and  general  commerce. 

He  ftated  that  the  fum  to  be  raifed  annually,  was  66o,oooL 
and  for  which  fum  he  muft  provide  taxes.  He  would  not 
bave  the  taxes  ready  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  for  two  or  three 
lays,  but,  as  he  had  told  them,  he  fhould  be  careful  to  pro- 
luce  fuch  as  would  be  effe&ive.  Gentlemen  would  confider 
hat  in  all  new  taxes  there  was  difficulty,  and  there  would  in 
general  be  lofs ;  but  that  was  no  argument  againft  new  taxes 
n  general.  All  duties  muft  have  had  their  infancy,  and  it 
rould  only  be  by  experience  that  the  errors  of  colled  ion,  or 
lie  chimeras  of  {peculation,  could  be  rectified.  For  this 
fear,  he  would  produce  taxes,  lor  which  he  would  not  be 
under  any  apprehenfion.  He  fhould  be  careful  to  avoid  un- 
rertainty,  and  happy  if  he  fhould  not  go  to  any  lengths  that 
would  deprefs  commerce.  He  intended  to  go  upon  matters 
that  had  been  already  tried,  and  by  augmentations  whicli 
were  low  and  reafonable,  rather  than  by  new  taxes,  avoid 
the  deficiencies  which  had  been  but  too  common  of  late. 
After  having  entered  into  feveral  other  topics  of  argument, 
he  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  towards  the  fupply 
44  granted  to  His  Majefty,  the  fum  of  i2,ooo,oool.  be  raifed 
*•  by  a  loan,  and  480,0001.  by  way  of  lottery." 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  next,  and  entered  into  an  inveftigation,  Mr. Fo*. 
firft  of  the  principle,  and  then  of  the  terms  of  the  loan,  as 
ftated  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband ;  he  confidered 
fcoth  the  .one  and  the  other  as  exceedingly  reprehenfible  and 
difadvantageoms.  It  was  an  eafy  thing,  as  well  as  a  very 
common  thing,  for  a  Minifter,  when  he  was  ftating  the  bar- 
gains which  he  had  made  for  the  public  to  that  Houfe,  to 
tell  them  of  feveral  worfe  bargains  which  might  have  been 
made.  This  was  rather  a  fallacious  way  of  defending  a  caufe, 
fince  the  true  mode  of  inquiring  whether  or  not  the  bargain 
Was  a  good  one,  was  to  examine  whether  it  was  not  poffibfe 
to  make  a  better.  The  noble  Lord  had  chofen  this  year  to 
get  the  loan,  by  adding  a  large  fum  to  the  capital  of  our 
flebt ;  and  he  had,  for  the  firft  time,  defended  this  mode  ot 
borrowing  money  as  fuperior  to  that  of  annuities.  This  was 
the  firft  time  that  the  noble  Lord  had  been  of  this  way  ot 
thinking;  for  laft  year  he  had  borrowed  the  money  by  the 
plan  of  annuities,  and  had  never  once  obferved,  upon  that 
occaflon,  that  he  was  borrowing  at  a  dearer  rate  than  it  was 
in  his  power  to  procure  the  money  otherwife.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  of  opinion,  that  no  fyftem  of  finance 
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could  be  fo  eligible  or  fo  proper  for  this  country,  as  that  of 
brrewing  upon  annuities.  The  terms  were  not  fo  npcb 
dearer  in  the  firft  indance,  as  to  counterbalance  the  advanta- 
ges that  would  refult  in  the  end.  The  terms  of  the  prefect 
loan,  as  dated  by  the  noble  Lord,  were  much  more  unreafatyr 
able  and  extravagant,  and  infinitely  more  ineligible  and  im? 
politic  than  the  terms  wl '  i  he  would  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure by  means  of  annuities.  The  noble  Lord  had  dated,  that 
the  fum  of  our  debt  was  not  the  nominal  amount  of  our  debt, 
but  the  a&ual  fum  which  we  had  to  pay  annually  for  intereft, 
and  the  fum  which  we  mail  pay  to  buy  up  the  debt  at  the 
market  price ;  and  arguing  upon  this  ground,  he  had  dated, 
that  the  fum  to  be  added  to  our  capital  by  the  prefent  lout 
was  nine  million  pounds  ;  and  that  we  have  nearly  faved  tint 
fum  in  intered  by  the  plan  which  we  have  adopted.  The 
great  objection  which  he  had  dated  to  annuities  was,  that 
they  were  not  redeemable,  and  confequently  Parliament  coutt 
not  take  advantage  of  national  profperity  to  buy  them  up  at 
the  market  price.  This  obje&ion  lay  equally  againft  the 
funds  in  which  the  noble  Lord  had  taken  the  loan.  Did  k 
imagine  he  could  buy  in  the  3  per  cents,  and  the  4  per  cenft 
without  confulting  the  defires  of  the  dockholders  ?  Did  he 
imagine  that  he  could  go  to  market,  and  buy  in  the  debt  tf 
the  current  price?  Undoubtedly  not.  The  dockhoMff 
would,  upon  that  occafion,  as  he  does  upon  this  ;  he  wooU 
chufe  to  be  on  the  fure  fide,  and  would  not  fell  his  dock  tat 
at  his  own  price.  The  noble  Lord  could  not  buy  it  in  at  the 
low  price  which  it  held  in  the  market ;  fo  that  the  advan- 
tage of  paying  off  the  debt  in  that  manner,  though  undoubt- 
edly it  was  an  advantage,  was  very  far  from  being  fo  graft, 
even  in  fpeculation,  as  that  which  the  noble  Lord  nad  given 
out.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in  a  cfyain  of  arithmetical 
reafoning,  ihewed  what  we  might  expeft  to  be  the  price  at 
which  it  would  be  in  our  power  to  buy  in  the  debt;  and  by 
this  means  deduced  die  fair  coqdufions  that  it  was  much  move 
for  the  intered  of  the  country  to  borrow  money  by  annuities 
than  by  adding  to  the  capital  of  our  debt;  and  if  we  muft 
borrow  on  the  latter  plan,  it  was  a  much  more  beneficial 
fargain  to  borrow  money  at  4  per  cent,  than  at  3,  and  at  5 
per  cent,  than  at  4.  It  was  more  in  our  favour  in  the  refult, 
becaufe  it  was  probable  that  it  njight  be  bought  in  at  a  cheap- 
er rate.  If  we  look  at  the  date  of  the  funds  we  flurald  si- 
ways  perceive  that  the  3  per  cents,  dood  higher  in  proportion 
*han  the  4?  becaufe  from  the  probable  profit  being  greater 


A,  ijtfi.  DEBATES.  19 

they  were  More  an  objeft  of  eftimation  and  purfuit.  The  3 
per  cents  now  ftood  at  59 ;  by  the  fame  rule  of  proportion 
the  fotir  per  cents  fhould  ftand  at  79,  whereas  they  were 
only  72  or  73.    This  was  a  very  natural  predile&ion  in  the 

Eublic  and  in  the  ftockholder ;  for  in  the  profpeft  of  the  debt 
eing  paid  off,  and  the  feveral  funds  rifmg  to  par,  and  inter- 
eft  continuing  during  a  peace  at  the  fame  rate  which  it  did 
now  of  five  per  cent,  which  by  the  bye  he  hoped  it  would 
not,  then  it  might  be  in  the  power  of  the  holders  of  the  three 
per  cents,  who  had  bought  in  at  this  time,  to  make  40  per 
cent,  and  of  the  four  per  cent,  holders  to  make  only  20  per 
cent,  while  the  five  per  cents  could  make  nothing.  This 
pointed  out  in  a  very  ftong  light  the  great  utility  of  bor- 
rowing money  on  a  fond  of  five  per  cent,  in  preference  to 
any  other,  fince  it  would  ultimately  be  in  the  power  of  the 
'  public  to  buy  in  the  debt  at  a  cheaper  rate.  He,  therefore, 
very  much  difapproved  of  the  principle  of  the  prefent  loan* 
The, noble  Lord  had  forfaken  that  ground  on  which  he  had 
gone  laft  year,  and  which,  though  it  had  been  exceedingly 
advantageous  to  the  lender,  had  been  alfo  more  fo  to  the  bor- 
rower, than  the  loan  of  the  year  which  preceded  it.  He 
was  given  to  underftand  that  the  fubfcribers  to  that  loan  had 
gained  no  lefs  than  8  per  cent,  and  while  they  were  well  fa- 
tisfied,  the  public  had  lefs  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  than  they 
had  the  year  before.  He  was  given  to  underftand,  that  there 
was  adually  no  lefs  than  thirty-eight  millions  brought  to 
market  this  year,  and  offered  to  the  Minifter.  This  was  the 
rumour.  Was  it  not,  then,  unaccountable  that  the  Minifter 
could  not  procure  lefs  than  one  third  of  that  fum,  without 
giving  fuch  enormous  intereft  for  it  ?  —Would  it  not  have 
been  in  his  power  to  have  procured  the  money  by  a  fond  at 
5  per  cent,  and  a  ftiort  annuity  ?  This  was  the  plan  which  he 
would  have  wifhed  to  have  purfued  in  borrowing  the  money, 
in  order  to  have  made  the  terms  advantageous  to  the  public* 
The  honourable  gentleman  went  through  the  particulars  of 
the  fcheme,  which  he  wifhed  to  have  feen  adopted,  and  dif- 
played  a  moft  extenfive  knowledge  of  finance.  By  this  fcheme 
he  ftated,  that  a  confiderable  faving  would  have  been  made 
to  the  public,  even  admitting  all  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
claimed,  that  the  fum  fecured  by  intereft,  had  been  annually 
laid  out  in  the  manner  propofed,  and  ultimately  applied  to 
the  diminution  of  our  debt.  Even  upon  this  ground  he  af- 
ferted,  that  in  28  years  we  fhould  be  gainers  between  4  and 
5  millions,  and  fhould  run  no  danger  of  the  fum's  being  mif-, 
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managed  in  its  growing  ftate,  or  of  meeting  with  hard  cre- 
ditors, when  we  wiihed  to  pay  our  debts. 

The  honourable  gentleman  adverted  particularly  to  what 
the  noble  Lord  had  laid  respecting  the  (inking  fund.  He  very 
readily  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord,  that  great  and  important 
advantages  were  to  be  derived  from  the  finking  fund,  towards 
the  diminution  of  the  national  debt.  He  agreed  with  him 
*!tb.  and  laid,  though  a  very  worthy  and  intelligent  friend 
of  his  was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  that  we  ought  not  in  times 
of  war  to  think  of  applying  the  finking  fund  to  the  difcharge 
ef  debts,  and  be  obliged  at  the  fame  time  to  borrow  money 
for  the  Service  of  the  year.  He  con£dered  this  as  a  difai- 
vantage  to  the  public,  iince  they  had  the  douceur  on  the  lou 
to  pay  without  gaining  any  thing  by  the  matter.  So  far  he 
went  with  the  noble  Lord  on  the  linking  fund,  but  no  farther, 
He  wiihed  to  have  heard  the  noble  Lord  fpeak  more  fully  oi 
this  Subject.  He  had  hinted,  in  a  parenthe£ts»  that  ths 
iqc.cccL  which  was  to  fall  into  the  linking  fund  this  year, 
was  to  Supply  the  place  of  taxes.  If  fo,  he  muft  tell  the 
noble  Lord  that  he  would  Sacrifice  his  integrity  to  popularity, 
and  abufe  the  great  public  trull  and  confidence  of  his  filia- 
tion, merely  to  tcreen  himSelf  from  the  obnoxious  duty  of 
laying  taxes.  It  was  certainly  an  obnoxious  and  a  painful 
ttik,  but  it  was  a  tax  to  which  Ministers  mull  fubmit.  The 
finkir.g  fund  was  the  great  dernier  refort  oi  the  kingdom,  the 
latt  parapet  of  the  ccnilitution,  and  ought  to  be  held  in  oh- 
ftnate  (anility.  If  the  noble  Lord  let  an  example  to  his  foe- 
coders  to  apply  to  the  linking  fund  for  permanent  revenue, 
it  would  be  the  death- itroke  of  the  kingdom.  No  Minifler 
would  be  able  to  connect  enough  of  vigour  with  integrity  to 
break  through  a  cuitcm  of  this  nature  once  eitablifhed,  or  to 
ftoitch  the  country  frjm  the  ruin  that  muft  follow.  The 
honourable  gentleman  took  notice  of  the  noble  Lord's  afler- 
tion.  that  he  :iK\in:  to  pay  of  two  millions  of  the  nary  debt ; 
he  Sincerely  hoped  :hat  the  navy  debt  would  be  discharged, 
"lite  unfunded  debt  of  this  country  bore  by  much  the  maft 
extravagant  intercit  of  anv,  nnce  the  depreciation  of  the  bill* 
was  itSelf  a  debt,  xnd  a  duty  upon  the  public.  It  was  for 
th:s  r-aSon  that  he  thought  the  true  effects  and  burdens  of 
the  war  would  no:  be  felt  by  the  people,  till  the  commence- 
irea:  of  peace,  when  the  unfunded  debt  came  to  be  fiddled 
«po:i  than  by  :av»$. 

Independent  of  the  itrvng  objections  he  felt  to  the  loans  * 
est  ion  of  nuacce.  and  a  matter  cf  acvnctnv,  he  felt  k 

to 


A>  1781.  DEBATES. 

to  be  ftill  more  important  when  confidered  in  a  political  view. 
The  profit  on  the  loan  now  propofed,  in  every  way  he  had 
been  able  to  take  it,  and  fubjeft  to  every  probable  contin- 
gency, was  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds;  and  this  large 
ium  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Minifter,  to  be  granted  in  dou- 
ceurs to  the  members  of  that  Houfe  as  compensations  for  the 
^xpences  of  an  ele&ion,  or  for  any  other  purpofe  of  corrupt 
influence  which  might  luit  his  views.     An  honourable  friend 
of  his  had  brought  in  a  bill  to  leflen  the  influence  of  tho 
crown,  by  controling  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift.    The 
defign  was  wife  and  proper,  but  like  every  other  defign  of 
that  defcription,  it  had  failed  by  means  of  that  very  influ- 
ence which  it  was  calculated  to  prevent.     But  the  objection 
on  which  he  now  wifhed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
iyas  of  much  greater  magnitude ;  it  was  not  the  exceQes  in 
die  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift,   which  amounted  in  the 
whole  to  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  including  the  Sup- 
port of  His  Majefty,  and  many  great  important  and  national 
fervices ;  but  it  was  an  entire  fura  of  nine  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  and  upwards,  to  be  given  away  in  the  douceurs  of  a 
loan,  not  merely  from  the  effedt  of  an  idle  and  wanton  ex- 
travagance, but  from  much  worfe  caufes;  it  was  given  as -a 
means  of  procuring  and  continuing  a  majority  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  upon  every  queftion ;  and  to  give  ftrength  and 
fupport  to  a  had  adminiftration.  The  noble  Lord  hadattempt- 
ed  to  flatter  the  Houfe  that,  upon  a  number  of  fuppofed  con- 
tingencies, many  events  highly  favourable,  and  a  train  of 
oeconomy  fo  extremely  rigid,  pure,  and  incorrupt,  that  in 
ftating  it  his  Lordihip  (lid  not  appear  to  flatter  himfelf  it  could 
ever  be  practifed;.but  if  pra&ifed,  and  if  every  thing  wa* 
to  happen  juft  as  we  could  hope  and  wifli,  why  then,  at  the 
end  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  thirty  millions  would  be 
paid  off;  that  is,  we  fhould  then  be  twenty  millions  more 
in  debt  than  when  we  began  the  fatal  American  war;  and  that 
ftate  we  are  now  to  look  for  with  an  anxiety  almoft  beyond 
the  reach  of  hope,  which  would  have  been  confidered  as  rui- 
nous at  the  time  the  noble  Lord  began  his  adminiftration* 
The  terms  of  the  loan,  fuch  as  they  were,  the  noble  Lord  had 
informed  the  Houfe,  would  have  been  much  worfe,  had  it 
toot  been  for  fome  good  news,  and  good  news  indeed  it  ap- 
peared to  be,  if  it  really  afforded  any  profpeft  of  a  peace.   It 
was  fingular,  however,  that  if  the  bargain  for  a  loan  was  to 
be  influenced  by  fuch  a  profpeft,  that  it  was  not  more  influ- 
enced by  it ;  and  that  terms  fo  extremely  difadvantageous 
Vol.  II.  Cc  ftwili 
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Aould  be  offered  to  the  Houfe,  when  the  profpedt  of  peac* 
was  avowed.  Upon  that  profpeft  he  wifhed  to  fpeak  out; 
he  wifhed  to  declare,  that  he  felt  himfelf  ready  to  fupport 
almoft  any  terms  that  could  be  offered ;  whilft  the  affairs  of 
the  nation  were  in  the  prefent  hands,  he  thought  no  peace 
could  be  a  bad  one ;  that  is,  a  general  peace ;  for  any  partial 
or  patched  up  peace  which  would  leave  us  involved  in  all  the 
neceflities  of  a  war  eftablifhed,  he  thought  would  rather  ber 
injurious  than  ufeful,  and  might  only  tend  to  draw  us  oa 
farther  in  a  ruinous  fyftem,  and  plunge  us  farther  into  diffi- 
culties and  difgrace. 

He  now  took  a  general  review  of  his  obje&ions  to  the 
terms  cf  the  loan,  urging,  as  the  refult  of  the  whole,  that 
the  lottery  was  an  unneceffary  part  of  the  douceur,  and  ought 
to  be  omitted  from  every  principle  of  policy,  and  of  regard 
for  the  morals  of  the  people.  It  had  been  laid,  by  a  learned 
gentleman,  fpeaking  on  the  fubjedt  of  riots  a  few  evenings 
ago,  that  if  any  thing  could  excufe  an  illegal  and  violent 
mode  of  redrafting  grievances,  it  would  be  the  pulling  down 
gaming  houfes.  The  moft  dangerous  and  deftrudfive  fpecies 
of  gaming,  which  refpe&ed  the  public  at  large,  was  cer- 
tainly that  of  lotteries ;  and  if  the  Houfe  fhould'  fee  with 
him,  that  the  lottery  was  unneceffary  in  the  loari  or  the  pre- 
fent year,  they  would  render  the  higheft  fervice  to  the  public, 
by  preventing  all  its  bad  confequences. 

He,  therefore,  moved,  that  the  latter  part  of  the  motion, 
refpedting  the  lottery,  be  omitted. 
!r.  Eyre.  Jtfr.  Eyre  thought  the  oppofitfon  made  to  the  terms  of  the 
loan  extremely  unreafonable  and  ill  founded.  The  huma- 
nity of  the  noble  Lord  deferved  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
in  preferring  an  addition  to  the  nominal  debt,  to  an  addition 
to  the  rate  of  interefl.  Every  man  was  well  aware  of,  and 
many  fuffered  very  feverefy  from,  the  difficulty  of  railing 
money;  many  large  fums  continued  on  mortgage,  which 
had  been  borrowed  at  four  per  cent.  If  the  rate  of  intereft 
in  borrowing  money  to  fuppfy  the  neceflities  of  the  public, 
was  raifed  in  the  manner  propofed  by  thofe  who  had  objected 
to  the  terms  of  the  prefent  loan,  it  would  be  the  immediate 
ruin  of  many  families,  and  deftroy  fome  of  the  firft  eftates 
in  the  kiugdom,  as  mortgages  would  be  called  in  as  foon  as 
notices  could  be  given,  and  the  money  eagerly  brought  to 
the  public  funds.  The  great  evils  that  would  be  brought 
upon  trade;  by  a  fudden  and  obvious  rifeJ  on  the  intereft  of 

money, 
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jnoney,  were  alfo  greatly  obviated  by  the  increafe  of  the 
^capital  of  the  debt,  rather  than  of  the  rate  of  intereft. 

Mr.  Huffiy  fpoke  to  the  following  purport :  Sir,  the  noble  Mr.Huffej 
Lord,  in  ftating  the  deficiencies  of  taxes  paid  out  of  the  fink- 
ing fund  of  the  laft  year,  has  not  been  explicit.  He  ftated 
them  to  be  639,0001.  including  30,0001.  for  1758,  whereas 
.by  carrying  the  whole  produce  ot  the  taxes  of  the  year  1777 
to  the  finking  fund,  what  they  were  deficient,  which  was 
about  ioo,oool.  does  not  appear  ftated  in  that  account  as  a 
deficiency ;  adding  that  to  the  others,  and  leaving  out  the 
deficiency  of  1758,  will  make  the  total  deficiency  of  the 
taxes  impofed  ,this  war  paid  out  of  .the  finking  fund  of  the 
laft  year,  708,0001.  part  of  which  222,000!.  was  increafed  by 
the  intereft  of  the  laft  loan,  commencing  from  January,  and 
the  taxes  not  till  July  following.  But  will.it  not  be  nearly 
.the  fame  this  year,  as  the  noble  Lord  is  now  purfuing  the 
Jame  line  ?  I  defire  the  Committee  to  confider,  that  with  the 
loan  to  be  voted  this  day,  the  funded  debt  of  this  war,  taking 
the  annuities,  long  ana  ihort,  at  a  price  under  what  they 
are  likely  to  be  redeemed  for,  will  amount  to  nearly  fixty- 
iive  millions,  for  the  firft  forty-four  of  which  the  annuity 
to  be  paid  is  1,789,5001. 

"  The  noble  Lord  has  ftated  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund 
irom  the  year  1760  to  1780,  divided  iiito  periods  of  five 
years  each. 

I  will  examine  only  the  laft  period. 
'  The  noble  Lord  faid,  the  average  yearly  produce  of  that 
period  had  been  2,868,oool.  from  which  he  derived  fatisfa&ion* 
for  that  it  had  been  increafing  from  year  to  year  up  to  the 
Jaft,  when  its  produce  was  about  three  .millions.  That  by 
defign  the  noble  Lord  has  thnsjflated,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
Xay,  but  the  faft  is  otherwife,  and  the  fatisfaction  not  war- 
ranted. The  produce  of  the  finking  fund  from  the  10th  of 
OGt.  1775,  to  the  10th  of  Oft.  1776,  was  3,243,0001.  it  fell 
in  the  intermediate  years,  and  has  rifen  again  in  the  laft  year 
to  3,079,0001. 

The  caufes  of  this  variation  I  cannot  yet  make  out ;  it  is 
very  difficult  for  a  private  man  to  come  at  them.  The  noble 
JLord  has  promifed  that  he  will  bring  forward  taxes  for  the 
payment  of  the  intereft  of  the  prefent  loan,  which  Ihall  be 
efficient,  and  will  amend  his  former  taxes.  The  noble  Lord 
jnuft  do  it,  it  is  become  neceflary. 

The  produce  of  the  finking  fund  is  what  every  one  lqoks 
to  ?s  the  public  eftate.    To  the  purchaser  of  .the  three  per 
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cent  annuities,  it  is  the  only  foundation  for  his  expectation, 
of  being  paid  at  par.  The  noble  Lord  has  faid,  referring  to 
a  recommendation  of  mine,  that  he  had  well  confidered  the 
idea  of  reducing  the  national  debt  by  an  invariable  applica- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  finking  fund  to  that  purpofe.  That  he 
approved  it  in  the  time  of  peace,  a  million  or  a  million  and  a 
half  per  annum ;  but  that  he  could  never  think  of  adopting 
the  meafure  in  time  of  war,  when  he  muft  borrow  wi  h  one 
hand,  at  high  intereft,  to  pay  with  the  other,  in  which  iny 
honourable  friend  behind  me  agreed  with  him.  Sir,  mj 
opinion  I  ftill  adhere  to.  I  think  the  prefent  the  point  of 
time  when  that  ir.eafuie  ought  in  good  policy  to  be  adopted, 
and  no  longer  deferred,  even  though  the  public  for  a  year  or 
two  fhould  borrow  at  fix  per  cent,  to  pay  off  a  debt  at  five 
and  a  half  per  cent.  Sir,  all  I  have  heard  and  re^d  upoa 
the  fubjeft  to  my  mind  has  not  fufficiently  cleared  the  appa- 
rent difficulty.  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  it :  Every  one 
knows  that  tnere  is  no  power  of  creating  money,  and  that  fo 
much  as  you  pay  muft  fomewhere  be  collected.  If  the  nobk 
Lord  was  this  year  to  borrow  a  million  to  pay  off  an  old  debti 
for  the  intereft  of  the  million  fo  borrowed  he  muft  lay  on  new 
taxes.  A  fum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  new  taxes,  from 
year  to  year,  would  by  the  public,  in  purchafing  old  debts, 
be  put  out  at  compound  intereft.  The  gain  to  the  public 
would  be  that  of  compound  intereft,  and  if  you  can  believe 
that  every  individual  from  whom  the  taxes  are  collected, 
each  would  have  put  out  his  fhare  at  compound  intereft,  the 
aggregate  amount  would  be  the  fum  acquired  by  the  public. 
The  increafe  of  money  at  compound  intereft  has  been  laid 
to  be  infinite;  it  is  mighty  beyond  belief,  except  to  thofe 
who  calculate.  A  million  per  annum  from  the  finking  fund 
applied  invariably  with  the  redeemed  anuuities  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  debts  bearing  an  intereft  of  five  per  cent,  in  thirty- 
feven  years  would  pay  off  100  millions,  and  if  in  the  par- 
chafe  of  3  per  cents,  at  60,  166  millions.  It  will  be  a&ed, 
have  you  riches  to  bear  to  pay  your  taxes  ?  If  we  have  not^ 
this  fcheme  falls  to  the  ground.  It  has  been  repeatedly  fiud 
from  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  this  country  has  yet  refourceSt 
t  believe  it.  If  the  people  of  England  will  have  war,  the 
people  of  England  muft  pay  for  it ;  and  it  can  be  done  only 
in  two  way9,  by  favings  or  taxes.  If  the  noble  Lord  will  not 
admit  of  favings,  he  muft  lay  the  more  taxes,  Sir,  the  forcB 
of  your  country  muft  be  employed  in  the  increafe  of  your 
»avy;  every  other  exertion  is  loft.    It  is  your  navy  muft 
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fecure  to  you  the  trade  of  the  world,  Without  which,  whed 
peace  comes,  your  burdens  cannot  be  fupported.  This  coun- 
try mull  be  able  by  its  exports  to  pay  for  all  its  imports,  and 
the  intereft  of  that  part  of  its  debts  due  to  foreigners,  or  wo 
fink  to  nothing. 

Sir,  thefe  are  the  means  by  which  alone  our  credit  can  be 
jpreferved,  what  it  has  hitherto  been,  and  I  hope  ever  will  be, 
jnviolare ;  and  that  mealure  for  ever  prevented,  which  1  have 
hfeard  fome  gentlemen,  who  have  not  confidered  all  its  con- 
ferences, fpeak  of  with  indifference. 

Now,  Sir,  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  loan.  The  noble  Lord 
has  faid  that  it  has  always  been  his  opinion,  in  borrowing* 
that  thole  terms  were  beft  which  required  the  fmalleit  annu- 
ity or  leaft  intereft,  but  yet  that  he  wifhed,  withour  paying 
fbo  dear  for  it,  to  have  borrowed  on  a  5  per  cent.  He  faid 
much  the  fame  laft  year. 

Sir,  If  you  are  not  to  look  to  redemption,  I  agree  with 
the  noble  Lord,  thirt  the  meafure  of  intereft  is  the  beft  rule* 
That  being  his  opinion,  and  having  a  right  principle,  why 
Was  hot  the  noble  Lord  governed  by  it  in  his  bargain  of  1779* 
when  he  borrowed  {'even  millions,  and  much  wanted  eight  ? 
But  then  the  fame  money  lenders  were  afraid  that  another 
fnillion,  and  in  three  per  cents,  would  have  overloaded  the 
fnarket  of  3  per  cents.  The  fecond  year  afrer  they  boldly 
jnrefer  fending  to  the  fame  market  eighteen  millions.  I  fay,  if 
inftead  of  thofe  wafteful  terms,  the  3  3~4th  per  cent,  fhort 
annuity,  the  noble  Lord  had  afted  on  his  prefent  principle, 
he  might  have  borrowed  eight  millions  by  felling  3  per  cents. 
+t  60  or  even  59,  and  then  inftead  of  the  public's  paying  an 
annuity  of  472,500!.  for  feven  millions,  which  it  now  does, 
it  would  have  paid  little  more  than  400,000!.  for  eight  mil- 
lions, and  the  annuity  faved  72,5001.  or  65,7271.  he  would 
have  found  by  every  calculation,  at  5  or  6  per  cent,  to  be 
worth  more  than  the  reverfion  of  262,5001.  per  annum  to 
fall  in  after  twenty-nine  years ;  fo  that  by  that  ill-advifed 
bargain,  the  noble  Lord  wafted  for  the  public  one  million, 
as  certainly  as  if  it  had  been  thrown  into  the  Thames.  As 
to  the  prefent  terms  my  honourable  friend  has  gone  before 
ihe  in  various  calculations,  in  fome  of  which  I  difagree  with 
him ;  the  noble  Lord  faying  he  would  have  borrowed  on  a  £ 
per  cent,  but  could  not  have  it  except  on  extravagant  terms, 
is  language  I  do  not  like  to  hear  from  the  Minifter  of  this 
(Country  ;  he  ought  to  be  matter  of  the  bargain,  and  might 
Be  fo,  ofiering  to  the  money-lenders  a  fair  probable  profit  of 
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5  or  6  per  cent.  Had  this  been  tried  when  the  loans  were 
{mall,  he  would  have  found  himfelf  now  in  that  Situation; 
5  or  6  per  cent,  was  thought  a  fufficient  douceur ;  but  money- 
lenders, like  the  reft  of  mankind,  by  encouragement)  rife  in 
their  demands* 

Had  the  noble  Lord  looked  to  redemption,  in  my  opinion, 
the  loan  fhould  have  been  made  in  5  per  cents. ;  not  with  an 
addition  of  fliort  or  long  annuities,  but  with  an  addition  of 
capital  of  20  per  cent,  and  then  the  capital  would  have  been 
14,400,0001.  at  5  per  cent,  inftead  of  eighteen  millions  at 

3  per  cent,  and  three  millions  at  4  per  cent.  I  will  fuppofe 
it  probable  in  fifteen  years  that  money  may  be  borrowed  at 

4  per  cent,  in  which  1  am  juftified  by  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
money-lenders,  becaufe  he  fays,  they  would  not  take  it  un- 
lefs  it  was  irredeemable  for  fifteen  years;  they,  therefore,  ap- 
prehend that  in  lefs  time  money  may  be  borrowed  at  4  per 
cent.,  but  I  will  fuppofe  it  fifteen  years,  and  if  money  may 
be  borrowed  then  at  4  per  cent.,  I  will  affume  that  in  five 
years  after  it  will  be  to  be  had  at  3  per  cent.  See  then  wh# 
one  per  cent,  on  the  capital,  or  144,000!.  per  annum  for 
fifteen  years,  and  the  fame  for  twenty  years,  together  are 
worth;  and  their  value  will  be  found  at  6  per  cent.  3,050,0001. 
for  which  the  public  would  have  had  lefs  in  capital  to  pay  by 
three  millions  at  4  per  cent,  and  3,600,0001.  at  3  per  cent. 
to  redeem  which  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  the  public  muil 
firft  pay  228,000!.  per  annum  for  twenty  years,  the  prefent 
value  of  which,  at  6  per  cent,  is  indeed  lefs  than  the  .value 
of  the  annuity  paid  to  reduce  the  five  per  cents.,  by  435,000!* 
but  for  that  prefent  faving  the  public  muil  pay  more  twenty 
years  hence,  fuppofing  the  3  per  cents,  then,  to  be  paid  off,  at 
88,  and  the  4  per  cents,  at  92,  nearly  fix  millions,  or 
5,928,0001. 

The  noble  Lord  wjflied  for  a  five  per  cept.  I  believe  him, 
and  I  know  from  whence  the  chief  opposition  came ;  from  a 
fet  of  gentlemen  for  whom  I  have  every  refpeft ;  they  deferve 
it  from  the  public ;  but  in  this  bufinefs  I  differ  from  them 
totally. 

I  will  now,  Sir,  confider  the  bargain  made  with  the  fub- 
fcribers  ;  the  noble  Lord  leaves  out  the  difcount ;  it  is  a  part 
©f  the  profit ;  when  the  noble  Lord  made  the  bargain,  the 
3  per  cents,  were  at  62,  and  4  per  cents,  at  74,  which,  with 
the  difcount  and  lottery  tickets,  gives  a  profit  of  14J.  10s. 
per  cent.  Take  them  at  55  and  70*  which  is  2  i~ha!f  be- 
iow  what  they  have  ever  been  at,  and  the  profit  will  be  3 

per 
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>er  cent.  The  medium  feems  to  me  to  be  the  fair  line, 
ivhich  will  give  them  a  profit  of  81.  15s,  per  cent,  from  which 
;ake  off  the  lottery  tickets,  reckoned  by  the  noble  Lord  at  il. 
ind  the  profit  left  will  be  7I.  15s,  per  cent,  fully  fufficient. 
Cf  the  noble  Lord  confents  to  this,  I  will  be  free  to  fay,  that 
[  fhall  not  fo  much  lament  the  bargain,  as  giving  us  the  op- 
portunity, I  hope  for  ever,  to  get  rid  of  lotteries,  which 
make  every  man  mad  to  be  rich  at  once,  that  bane  to  induftry 
and  good  government.  I  know  the  money  muft  be  had,  and 
I  would  not  propofe  this  (upon  which  I  am  determined  to 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee)  if  I  were  not  confident  that 
not  a  fubfcriber  would  fall  off.  I  have  talked  with  members 
c£  this  Hbufe,  who  were  with  the  noble  Lord  to  make  the 
bargain,  one  of  whom  I  now  fee,  who  fairly  confefled  that 
be  thought  the  terms  ample  without  the  lottery.  Let  me, 
therefore,  entreat  the  noble  Lord,  I  am  fure  it  is  their  wifh 
to  leave  the  Houfe  to  itfelf,  amongft  whom  it  is  faid,  fix 
millions  are  to  be  diflributed,  that  we  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity, by  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  of  giving  to  the  public 
a  proof  or  our  forbearance  and  difintereftednefs.  The  con- 
fideration  to  the  public  of  the  lottery  is  contemptibly  fmall, 
compared  with  the  evil.  I  will  urge  one  motive  more, 
Public  Credit,  upon  which  in  this  country  almoft  every 
•  thing  depends.  The  forgery  of  bank  bills,  and  their  circu- 
lation, by  means  of  the  lottery  offices,  was  greatly  aided. 
,  It  is  no  fmall  confideration.  The  panic  extended  fo  far  that 
revenue  officers  in  the  country  foolifhly  refufed  to  take  bank 
tilts  onlefs  endorfed.  I  fpeak  to  thofe  who  underftand  me ; 
it  will,  when  peace  comes,  require  more  fpecie  to  circulate 
300  millions,  than  it  did  to  circulate  140  millions.  Paper 
credit  is  become  eflentially  neceflary.  It  muft  be  protected 
by  every  poffible  guard. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  defended  the  terms  of  the  loan,  which,  in  Sir  Gr*y 
our  fituation,  were  the  beft  that  could  be  made.     Gentlemen  Coof *'• 
inuft  confider,  that  in  borrowing  money  in  fuch  times  as  the 
prefent,  there  was  nothing  left  but  a  choice  of  difficulties ; 
ft  was  eafy  to  point  out  better  terms,  but  not  fuch  as  the 
money-lenders  would  clofe  with. 

Mr.  Pultehey  thought  the  terms  of  the  loan  extremely  bad,  Mr.  Pul- 
and  the  douceur  extravagantly  high ;  it  really  amounted  to  up-  tcneT* 
wards  of  9  per  cent. ;  it  muft  have  a  very  bad  effedi  on  the 
price  of  the  funds,  and  encourage  very  extravagant  expedta- 
tions  on  future  loans.  * 

Lord 
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Lord  Ma-       LoH  Mahon  fupported  the  oppofition  to  a  lottery  in  its 

lion.  prefent  form  ;  he  thought  lotteries  extremely  bad  ;  but  if  wd 

were  to  have  them,  i\iiniilers  ought  to  endeavour  to  fecure 
greater  advantages,  which  were  now  divided  amongft  the 
keepers  of  lottery  offices.  He  hinted  at  the  outlines  of  a  plan 
by  which  the  profits  of  the  public  oa  lotteries  might  he  in- 
qreafed  to  a  confiderable  fum. 

Uu  Byiig.  Mr.  Byng  prefled  the  Minifter  to  omit  the  lottery,  a;  a 
part  of  the  douceur ;  their  confluences  were  terrible*  and 
their  advantages  comparatively  trifling*  He  had  convert 
with  many  gentlemen  of  great  monied  intereft  and  connec- 
tions; and  he  thought  himfelf  entitled  to.  fay*  that  in  the 
courfe  of  two  or  three  days  the  whole  of  the  money  wanted 
would  be  undertaken  at  the  terms  proposed,  without  the  lot- 
tery. If  fuch  a  propofal  was  not  accepted,  ijt  would  confirm 
all  that  had  been  faid,  from  a  fufpicion  that  the  douceurs  were 
not  intended  for  the  lenders  of  money*  but  for  members  of 
that  Houfe,  who  lent  only  their  names,  and  were  to  fell 
their  fubferiptions  for  a  premium,  fufEcient  at  leait  .to  dif- 
charge  the  recent  expences  of  their  elections* 

Lord  North.  Lord  North  faid,  that  the  fettling  the  terms  of  the  loan 
was  undoubtedly  the  principal  bufinefs  of  the  day;  it  waahis 
duty  to  ftate  the  lowed  propofals  wliich  he.  had.  been  able  to 
obtain,  and  the  Houfe  were  to  judge  whether  they  wcp]4 
accede  to  thofe  terms.  Every  gentleman  wojudd  and  augjrt 
to  make  any  objection,  which  he  thought  lay  againfithe  pro- 
pofals  ;  but  unlefs  thofe  objections  were  very  material*.,  be 
left  gentlemen  to  confider  what  would  be  the  ill  confequenas 
of  refufing  to  accede  to  the  propofitions  agreed  o/i*  The  at- 
tention paid  by  monied  men  to  the  Treafucy  would  be  fcfeor 
ed ;  and  if  it  were  ufual  for  the  Houfe  to  fettle,  and.  alter 
the  terms,  they  muft  make  the  bargain..  This  argument 
certainly  could  not  go  to  any  thing  materially;  or  palpably 
wrong.  In  that  cafe  the  Houfe  ought  to  interfere ;  but  with 
refpep:  to  the  lottery*,  it  was  a  favourite  part  of  every  dou- 
ceur with  money:  lenders ;  it  was  an  advantage  to  them* 
without  being  any  expence  to  government ;  on. the  contrary, 
480,0001.  was  paid  in,  and  remained  for  the  greater  part  of 
a  year,  without  intereft*  With  refpe&  to  the  opinion  whkfi 
bad  been  thrown  out,  that  the  loan  was  a  fource.of  influence, 
and  that  half  of  the  loan  was  taken  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, they  were  ideas  extremely  ftrained.  The  loan  waja 
public  loan,  very  indifcriminately  taken;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
conje&ure  (for  it  could  be  no  more  on  either  fide)  without 

much 
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much  anamination,  he  fliould  fuppofe  that  a  very  {mall  part 
indeed  of  the  fuppofed  fum  was  taken  by  members  of  that 
Houfe,     They  were  all  of  them,  he  had  no  doubt,  properly 
K  qualified  to  fijl  their  feats ;  but  if  they  were  to  take  fuch  a 
'JWttPQftian  of  the  annual  loan  as  had  been  fuppofed,  whatever 
might  be  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  he  was  afraid  we  fliould 
have  a  bankrupt  Houfe  of  Commons.     The  intereft  which 
toy  Minifter  could  be  fuppofed  to  procure  by  fuch  a  loan  as 
the  pwfeofc  was  a  very  poor  compenfation  tor  the  great  fa- 
x  tigue  and  anxiety  of  mind  occafioned  by  fuch  a  burden;  and 
Oq  bufinefs  could,  he  imagined,  be  more  difagreeable  than  fet- 
tling the  terms  in  meetings  with  men,  many  of  whom  he  va- 
lued and  efteemed,  and  was  happy  to  fee  on  any  other  occafion 
'    than  that  of  making  a  bargain. 

Mr.  Hujfey  thought  the  idea  of  borrowing  the  large  fum  Mr.Hufle  ; 
wanted  of  any  other  than  the  fubfcribers  to  the  prefent  loan, 
too.  vague  and  dangerous  to  be  liftened  to.  The  terms  with 
them  he*ftill  thought  might  be  much  better  than  the  prefent. 
He  knew  the  principal  objection  to  the  loan  at  5  per  cent. 
.  tame  from  the  bank;  and  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  fet  of 
gentlemen,  to  whom  the  nation  owed  great  and  fulid  obliga 
'  tions,  he  felt  himfelf  inclined  to  acquiefcc ;  but  the  lottery, 
he  was  convinced,  he  might  fay  he  knew,  might  be  fpared, 
and  be  intreated  the  noble  Lord  in  very  earneil  and  perfuafive 
language,  that  the  lottery  might  -be  fpared. 

The  Homfe  now  divided  on  the  amendment  to  leave  out  the 
latter  part  of  the  motion,  reipe&ing  the  lottery. 
Ayes  in  ;  Noes  169. 
'The  original  motion  then  pafled  without  a  diviilon. 
And  the  following  refolutions  pafled  without  farther  oppo- 
btion. 

"  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Maje- 
fty,  the  fum  of  twelve  millions  be  railed  by  annuities,  and 
the  farther  fum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds 
Wy  a  lottery,  in  manner  following ;  that  is  to  fay, 

u  That  every  contributor  to  the  faid  1 2,ooo,oool.  fhall,  for 
fcooL  contributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to  the  principal  fum 
«f  100I.  in  annuities,  after  Che  rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  and  to  an 
additional  principal  fum  of  50I.  in  like  annuities,  after  the 
rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  and  alfo  to  a  farther  principal  fum  of  25I. 
in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  the  laid  ieveral  an- 
nuities, after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  and  4I.  per  cent,  re- 
jfjpe&ively,  to  commence  from  the  5th  day  of  January,  1781. 
*'  That  the  fum  of  I2,000,oool.  to  be  contributed  as  afore- 
VoL.II.  Dd  faid, 
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faid,  together  with  the  additional  capital  of  50I.  to  every 
iool.  advanced  and  paid,'  amounting  to  6,ooo,oool.  making1 
together  in  the  whole  i8,ooo,oool.  in  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  3P.  per  cent,  be,  from  the  time  of  their  commencement, 
added  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with  the  3I.  per  cent,  annui- 
ties confolidated  by  the  a&s  25,  28,  29,  32,  and  33  Geo.  II. 
ahd  by  feveral  fubfequent  a£ts,  and  charged  upon  the  finking 
fund,  and  {hall  be  payable  and  transferable  at  the  bank  of 
England  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fubjeft 
to  the  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  3I.  per  cent, 
confolidated  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable  there,  and 
redeemable  by  Parliament. 

"  That  the  annuity,  in  refpefl:  of  the  faid  additional  fum  or 
capital  of  25I.  to  which  every  contributor  of  iool.  contributed 
%  as  aforefaid,  (hall  be  entitled,  making  together  in  the  whole 

3,ooo,oooU  to  carry  an  intereft,  or  annuity,  after  the  rate  of 
4I.  per  cent,  fhall  be  paid  at  the  bank  of  England  for  one 
quarter  of  a  year,  from  the  5th  day  of  January,  1781,  to  the 
5th  day  of  April  following,  and  from  that  time  fhall  be  added 
and  made  one  joint  ftock  with  certain  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  4I.  per  cent,  which  were  confolidated  by  am  a£t  of  the  laft 
feflionof  Parliament,  and  fhall  alfo  be  charged  upon  the  fink- 
ing fund,  and  fhall  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the  bank 
of  England  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
fubjedl  to  the  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  con- 
folidated 4I.  per  cent,  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable 
there,  and  redeemable  by  Parliament. 

il  That  every  contributor  towards  railing  the  faid  fum  of 
12,000,000!.  fhall  for  every  ioool.  contributed,  be  entitled  to* 
four  tickets  in  a  lottery  to  confift  of  48,000  tickets,  amount; 
ing  to  480,000!.  upon  the  payment  of  the  farther  fum  of  10L 
for  each,  the  faid  480,000!.  to*  be  distributed  into  prizes  for 
the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate  tickets  in  the 
faid  lottery,  which  fhall  be  paid  in  money,  at  the  bank  of 
England,  to  fuch  proprietors  upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the 
firft  day  of  March,  1 782,  as  certificates  can  be  prepared, "with- 
out any  deduction  whatever. 

"  That  every  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before  the  15th  day 
of  this  inftant  March,  make  a  depofit  of  15I.  per  cent,  on 
fuch  fum  as  he  or  fhe  fhall  chufe  to  fubferibe,  towards  raifing 
the  faid  fum  of  i2,ooo,oool.  with  the  chief  cafhier  or  cafhien 
of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  England,  and 
alfo  a  depofit  of  15I.  per  cent,  with  the  faid  cafhier  or  cafhien* 
in  part  of  the  monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifing  the 

feid 
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id  fum  of  480,0001.  by  a  lottery,  as  a  fecurity  for  making 
ie  future  payments  refpe&ively,  on  or  before  the  days  or 
[nee  herein  after  limited ;  that  is  to  fay, 

"  On  i2,ooo,oool.  to  be  raifed  by  annuities. 

iol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  27  th  of  April. 

40L  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  18th  of  May. 

iol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  14th  of  June. 

iol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  24th  of  July. 

15I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  21ft  of  Auguft. 

iol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  18th  qf  September. 

iol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  2.3d  of  O&ober. 

iol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  of  November* 
On  the  lottery,  for  480,0001. 
.    aol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  1  ith  of  May. 
i  25I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  10th  of  July; 

20I.  per  cent  on  or  before  the  nth  of  September. 

20I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  9th  of  Oiteber. 
u  That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid  chief 
ihier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank 
:' England,  fliall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer, 
>  be  applied  from  time  to  time  to  fuch  fervices  as  {hall  then 
are  been  voted  by  this  Houfe  in  this  feflion  of  Parliament. 
*  That  every  contributor  who  fliall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
j:  ior  her  contribution  money,  towards  the  fum  of 
t,ooo,oool.  to  be  contributed  as  aforefaid,  at  any  time  he- 
re the  22d  day  of  October  next,  or  on  account  of  his  or  her 
are  in  the  Taid  lottery,  on  or  before  th#t  10th  day  of  Sep* 
ifaber  next,  fliall  be  allowed  an  intereftby  way  of  difcount, 
ter  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  fum  fo  com- 
eating  his  or  her  contribution  refpcdtively,  to  be  computed 
om  the  day  of  compleating  the  fame,  to  the  23d  day  of  No- 
:mber  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum  to»be  paid  for  the  faid  an- 
lities,  and  to  the  8th  day  of  O&ober  next,  in  refped  of  the 
m  to  be  paid  on  account  of  the  faid  lottery ;  and  that  all 
;ch  perfons  as  fliall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid 
ttery,  fliall  have  their  tickets  delivered  to  them  as  foon  as 
icy  can  conveniently  be  made  out. 

u  That  every  perfon  who  fliall  keep  any  office  or  place  for 
lying,  felling,  infuring,  regiftering,  difpofing,  or  other- 
He  dealing  in,  any  tickets  or  chances,  or  parts  thereof,  or 
1  the  numbers  of  any  tickets  in  any  lottery  whatfoever,  .or 
all  by  writing  or  printing,  publifli  the  fet ting-up  or  ufing 
ch  office  or  place,  fliall  £rft  take  out  a  licence  for  that  purr 
>fe. 

Dd  2  "That 
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'<  That  there  fhall  be  raifed,  levied,  and  pidd  unto  Ha 

Majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  the  fom  of  50L  for  eVerjr 
fuch  licence. 

"  That  the  monies  to  arife  by  the  faid  duties,  fhali  be  ap- 
plied towards  defraying  the  expences  attending  the  commif- 
fion  to  be  made  forth,  for  managing,  directing,  and  drawing 
fuch  lottery. 

"That  the  fum  of  18,986,306!.  remaining  unfubferibed 
of  the  fum  of  20,240,0001.  in  4I.  per  cent,  annuities,  made 
one  joint  ftock  by  an  aft  of  the  fecond  yes^r  of  His  prefent 
Majeity's  Teign,  which  ftood  reduced  to  three  pounds  per 
cenu  per  annum,  from  the  5th  of  January,  I7&i>  be,  with 
the  confent  of  the  feveral  proprietors,  from  the  5th  day  of 
April,  1781,  added  to,  and  made  one  jednt  ftock  with,  cer- 
tain three  pounds  per  cent,  annuities,  confoiidated  by  theaSs 
of  the  25th  and  26th  years  of  His  late  Majofiy,  aind  the  aft 
of  the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty ;  and  that 
the  charges  and  expences,  payable  in  refpeft  of  the  fame,  ftall 
continue  to  be  paid  and  payable  out  of  the  finking  fund,  tin* 
til  redemption  by  Parliament,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  as  the  laft-mentioned  annuities  are  paid  and  jof* 
able ;  and  that  fuch  perfons,  who  {hall  not,  on  or  beibfotne 
toth  of  March,  1781,  fignify  their  diflent  in  books  "tb  be 
opened  at  the  bank  for  that  purpofe,  fhall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  aflent  thereto." 

March  8. 

Mr.  Ord.  When  Mr.  Ordfchad  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Commit* 
tee  of  ways  and  means  of  the  preceding  day,  and  the  f^mehri 
been  read  a  firft  time, 

LordNorth.  Lord  North  moved,  that  the  fame  fhould  be  read  a  fecodd 
time. 

S  r  P.  j.  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke  oppofed  the  motion,   and  comr 

plained  of  the  exceffive  high  terms,  which  had  been  granted 
Xo  the  fubferibers,  declaring  that  the  bargain 'was  fo  much 
againft  the  public,  that  it  was  the  common  fubjeft  of  coflfreiv 
•farion  and  furprife  without  doors.  Sir  Philip  aflerted,  that 
the  omnium  was  that  day  done  fo  high  as  from  nmetoebrt 
and  a  half  per  cent,  in  the  alley.  This  he  obferved  was  a 
fufficient  proof,  that  the  advantage  to  the  fubferibers  was  in- 
finitely larger  than  it  ought  to  have  been,  for  which  reafon 
Jie  mould  move  that  the  report  be  recommitted,  in  order  that 
the  Houfe  might  amend  the  terms,  and  check  fo  extravagart 
*  proftitutian  of  the  public  money.  He  complained  alfo  of 
the  great  partiality  of  the  loan,  and  faid,  it  was  not  fairly 
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fliftributed  among  the  honeft  and  wealthy,  but  given  to  the 
Miniiter's  private  friends  by  way  of  douceur  for  paft  fer vices. 
In  particular,  he  told  the  Houfe,  that  he  was  well  informed 
Mr.  Atkinfon  the  contractor,  and  partner  with  Mr.  Mure, 
'  hud  no  fefs  than  three  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
to  his  own  fhare.  This  was  fc&ndalous,  and  ought  to  be 
taken  notice  of,  but  it  was  a  little  remarkable  that  it  fhould 
fell  to  his  fliare  to  mention  it  on  the  very  day  when  the  con- 
tractors hill  was  to  be  read  a  fecond  time.  No  circumftaqct 
could  poffibly  tend  to  convihce  the  Houfe  of  the  propriety  of 
that  bill  more  than  this ;  fince  it  ferved  to  fliew  the  degitee  of 
opulence  in  which  thofe  gentlemen  ftood  by  their  contract*. 

Lord  North  replied>  that  the  honourable  gentleman  muftLordNjrtbi 
certainly  have  been  mifinformed :  he  had  not  indeed  looked 
into  the  lift,  Which  Mr.  Atkinfon  had  given  in ;  but  lie  was 
ifety  well  convinced  he'  could  not  have  fubfcribed  for  any  fum 
tike  three  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  if  he 
had,  he  (Lord  North)  would  willingly  fubmit  to  any  cen- 
finre  that  might  be  pafled  upon  him :  every  one  knew  that  it 
tras  cuftomary  for  gentfemen  who  wifhed  to  fubfcribe,  to  afk 
for  mote  than  they  expected,  or  even  wifhed  for ;  becaufe 
they  knew  that  the  Minifter  feldom  fuflered  them  to  fubfcribe 
for  as  ttrath  as  they  afked ;  they,  therefore,  made  allowance* 
for  the  lopping  off :  on  this  principle,  Mr.  Atkinfon  might 
perhaps  have  offered  a  very  large  fum ;  but  it  was  not  to  be 
iuppofed  that  it  was  all  for  himfelf,  or  that  he  had  been  taken 
£t  his  offer :  if  Mr.  Atkinfon  was  prefent  at  the  agreement* 
be  Jhoold  have  his  fliare  like  his  neighbours ;  bat  though  the 
honourable  gentleman  might  do  that  for  himfelf  and  friends, 
yet  he  fhould  have  no  fuch  fum  as  three  millions  three  hutv- 
4red  thoufand  pounds. 

As  to  the  terms  of  the  loan,  they  might  be  too  great ;  but 
it  was  not  poffiible  to  pronounce  on  that  head,  from  any  tranf- 
a&ioft  that  hai  taken  place  this  day  on  Change.  Every  bar- 
gain made  this  day  refpeiHng  the  new  loan  was  illegal,  be- 
taufe'thofe  who  made  bargains  Were  not  fure  that  they  had 
any  fliare  whatever  in  the  new  loah;  nor  could  this  be  knowb 
tin  the  Houfe  fhould  havfc  dohfir&ied  the  refolutions  of  the 
"Gbmttiittee  of  ways  and 'means  :  then,  and  not  before,  would 
"the  lift  of  the  fubfcribers  be  made  out  and  fent  to  the  bank. 
It  'was  very  well  faiown  Sow  eafy  it  was  to  make  bargains  ih 
the  'alley ;  and  how  cuftomafy  it  was  to  make  them,  flot  at  fc 
inarket  price,  but  at  forfie  extravagant  preinitim,  for  fofne 
•finifter  pwpofes  :  thefe  bargains  might  be  made  for  ftnall  funis 
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m  the  flocks,  and  then  it  would  be  publiflied  that  flocks  bore 
fuch  and  fuch  a  premium  :  but  it  was  not  from  fuch  tranfac- 
tion  the  value  of  flocks  could  be  afcertained  :  nor  could  any 
trafadiion  in  the  alley  on  this  day,  or  till  the  lifts  of  fub- 
fcribers  could  be  made  out,  and  the  whole  of  the  loan  be 
brought  into  market,  be  taken  as  a  flandard  by  which  the 
flock  was  to  be  valued, 
sir  Gtorge      Sir  George  Savile  obferved,  that  a  bargain  made  with  the 
Saul*.        Minifler  could  not  be  conclufive  on  the  public  till  it  received 
the  fanction  of  Parliament.   By  the  prefent  practice  the  noble 
Lord  made  a  jnere  inftrument  of  that  Houfe.    It  was  a  mock- 
ery of  Parliament,  to  call  upon  them  to  certify  without  deli- 
;  -beration  ;  and  tell  them  that  they  could  not  rejedr.  with  fafe- 

ty,  though  they  might  approve  without  conviction.  The 
ntoble  Lord  held  lapguage,  which  appeared  to  him  clearly 
unconftitutional,  when  he  faid  to  the  Houfe,  I  have  made  a 
bargain,  you  may  reject  it,  but  that  will  be  dangefpus ;  for 
there  is  an  emergency  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  loan,  in  confi- 
deratibn  of  which  it  will  be  prudent  to  accept  thefe  tenm, 
however  difadvantageous.  How  could  his  Lordfhip  under** 
take  to  the  fubferibers  for  any  terms,  till  they  were  ratified  in 
that  Houfe,  and  who  was  the  caufe  of  the  emergency  he 
fpoke  of  but  himfelf  ?  Was  it  decent  in  the  noble  Lord  to  con- 
fute Parliament,  when  too  late  for  the  prudent  exercife  of  it* 
opinion  ?  Surely  no. 

The  noble  Lord,  indeed,  talked  of  his  bargains  being  ratified 
By  Parliament;  but  after  his  bargains  were  made,  there  was 
*iot  time  for  Parliament  to  interfere  for  correcting  them. 
.This  was  like  that  of  a  man  very  hungry,  ordering  a  dinner 
>at  an  inn,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  bill  of  fare.  While  the  din-' 
ner  is  drefling  up  comes  a  bill  of  fare,  which  is  extravagant, 
imt  which  the  famifhed  guefl  chufes  to  put  up  with,  rather 
than  wait  till  a  cheaper  dinner  is  provided. 

He  fownd  fault  alfo  with  the  noble  Lord  for  dividing  his 
budget ;  and  withholding  for  another  opportunity,  that  part 
that  relates  to  the  taxes.  If  another/ man  was  to  borrow,  the 
foil  thing  lie  would  do,  would  be  to  fhew  the  eftate  which 
was  to  be  the  fecurity  for  the  payment ;  but  the  noble  Lord 
firfl  looked  for  the  money,  and  then  began  to  look  about  for 
the  eftate.  At  the  time  of  borrowing,  it  is  true,  he  always 
;faid,  that  he  had  a  fufficient  eftate  to  anfwer  for  the  debt,  but 
fome  way  or  other  it  always  happened,  that  the  noble  Lord 
never  once  in  that  refpecT:  told  truth;  for  all  his  eflates  (taxes) 
had  proved  deficient.     This  year  he  promifed  efficient  taxe*,; 

but 
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wit  he  ought  to  take  care  that  the  old  ones  flwsM  not  be  in- 
ured by  the  new ;  and  that  whilft  he  was  making  new  effi- 
:ient  taxes,  the  old  ones  {hould  not  ceafe  to  be  fo.  He  fpoke 
rery  ftrongly  againil  the  lottery,  and  warmly  reprehended  the 
srhole  tranladtion  as  fliameful  and  profligate.  It  gave  rife  to 
[iifpiciohs  tending  to  the  dHgrace  of  that  Houfe.  It  gave 
their  conftituents  juft  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  they  had  an 
intereft  in  the  profufion  of  the  Minifter ;  and  that  bargains 
made  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  the  people,  were  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  reprefentatives. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  remarked,  that  if  gentlemen  argued  that  the  Sir  Grey 
terms  of  the  loan  were  too  advantageous  to  the  fubfcribers,  CoJPeu 
becaufe  they  bore  a  premium  this  morning  of  eleven  and  a 
half  per  cent,  their  argument  would  lofe  fome  of  its  weight, 
when  it  {hould  be  confidered  that  the  premium  had  fallen  to 
nine  and  a  half  and  even  feven  and  a  half  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day.  But  in  fad,  no  conclufion  ought  to  be  formed  from  the 
tranfa&ions  of  this  day — a  couple  of  ftock-brokers  might  agree, 
the  one  to  fell,  the  other  to  buy,  fo  (mall  a  fum  as  fifty  pounds 
flock  in  the  new  loan,  at  an  extravagant  premium ;  but  then, 
this  ffluft  neceffarily  be  for  purpofes  that  muft  ftrike  every 
man  who  is  anywife  converfant  in  the  tricks  and  pradtice  of 
Change  Alley.  But  in  fadt,  the  rife  this  day  was  upon  lot- 
tery tickets  more  than  upon  the  whole  loan  ;  for  they  fold  at 
thirteen  pounds  fifteen  {hillings.  The  ftocks  in  general, 
however,  were  not  afFedted  by  this  rife — a  convincing  proof 
that  the  rife  was  not  upon  the  loan  at  large ;  for  in  that  cafe* 
the  other  funds  would  have  been  conflderably  afFe&ed,  if  the 
new  loan  had  been  done  at  a  premium  of  eleven  and  a  half 
per  cent.  Nothing  he  had  heard  that  day  ftruck  him  as  of 
Sufficient  force  to  render  it  neceflary  that  the  terms  of  the  loan 
fhould  be  altered,  and  the  whole  let  on  float  again.  He  had 
the  preceding  day  gone  as  fully  as  he  was  able  into  the  gene- 
ral fubjedt  and  the  principle  of  the  loan,  as  well  as  the  terms 
of  it,  and  objedHons  had  been  ftated  very  fairly  on  the  other 
fide,  which  had  been,  he  thought,  as  fairly  anlwered. 
.  Gentlemen  {hould  confider  the  difficulty  of  borrowing 
money  upon  any  terms  almoft,  and  they  {hould  confider  how 
large  a  fum  it  was,  and  the  great  rifk  of  lofs  which  the  fub- 
fcribers ran,  and  then  he  did  not  imagine  they  would  think 
the  terms  fo  very  advantageous. 

Mr.  Byng  was  fired  with  indignation  at  a  bargain  in  which  Mr.  Byr* 
there  was  fo  much  prodigality,  and  fo  little  regard  for  the  in- 
tereft of  the  publict    The  premium  upon  the  loan  was  excef* 
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fit*,  and  tbisfiiblic  was  fecyificed  to  the  partiality  of  ths 
noble  Lord*  The  profits  otl  the  loan  were  fa  great  that  ^ 
Would  he  nothing  but  wantonness,  and  fportixig  with  tbo 
money  of  the  nation  to  give  the  fubfcribers  the  benefit  arifin^ 
from  the  lottery ;  and  he  renewed  the  proportion  that  hi 
made  laft  night ;  and  he  faid  he  had.  authority  for  ftoing  i% 
to  find  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,  £erfons,  who 
would  fubfcribe  for  the  whole  loan,  and  remain  perfefiiy 
fatisfied  with  the  premium  it  bore,  without  afcinjg  Bdralofa 
tery.  He  repeated  the  obfervation  of  M£  Fbfc>  in  a  former 
debate,  that  though  the  King  had  but  900,0001.  a  year, 
for  all  the  purpofes  of.  the  civil  eftablifhmeht,  yet  tba 
Minifter,  by  means  of  the  loan,  had  6oo,oooL  in  douceur! 
to  distribute  to  members  of  Parliament.  He  belie  vecfc  ftbQ 
his  foul  that  this  fum  was  distributed  among  the  "flftmbm  rf 
that  Houfe,  who  uniformly  fupported  him  in  all  his  meat 
fures — and  there  were  fpeculatioiis  in  this  bufinefs.  of  a  jut 
ture  too  flagrant  to  pais  unnoticed.  He  had*  often,  he  laid, 
heard  of  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament ;  but  he  was  afraid 
that  this  omnipotence  would  be  found  to  be  no  more  thai  a* 
name,  when  the  people  fhould  difcover  that  their  property 
was  fquandered  by  thofe  whom  they  had  conftituted  theif 
ftewards  :  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament  would  fhake  toitJ 
center,  if  the  people  fhould  refufe  to'pay  thofe  taxes*  wlpch 
prodigality  had  created. 

He  reprehended  Sir  Grey  Cooper  as  fpeaking  other  ftath 
ments  than  thofe  he  really  entertained,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
a  momentary  compliance  with  the  wilhes  of  a  Firft  Lopddf 
the  Treafury. 
Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  was  fenfible  that  the  power  and  credit 
of  government  depended  chiefly  on  the  votes  of  fapply,  and 
he  had  uniformly  been  cautious  how  he  refolved  ta  give  hit 
affent  to  any  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee:  of  waysaad 
means.  But  on  the  prefent  occafion  he  muft  refufe  it.  lb 
meant  not  to  give  a  negative  to  the  whole  of  the  rofohltion% 
but  only  to  that  refpedling  the  douceur  of  a  lottery  ticket 
which  was  a  robbery  of  the  public,  ruinous  tti  the  people, 
and  by  no  means  neceflary  to  the  prefent  loan,  which  could 
be  obtained  without  it.  His  honourable  friend  erifcr  \b* 
way  had  accufed  another  honourable  friend  who  had  oppoi 
pofed  the  loan  yefterday  of  proceeding  upoh  pretnifes  whldl 
he  had  not  proved.  Surely  when  it  was  fhewit  by  that  gBfr 
tleman  that  the  terms  were  exorbitant,  he  had  proved  cverf 
thing  neceffary,  and  it  Was  not  his  Dufiriefs  aftertaurdt  to  » 

tftrtftin 


A.  1781.  DEBATES.  aog 

certain  that  better  terms  might  have  been  procured,  but  that 
of  the  minifters  to  fhew  the  contrary.     He  was  afraid  that 
noth'ng  would  tend  more  to  injure  public  credit,  than  to 
Shew  to  the  world,  that  it  is  not  Parliament  but  the  minifter 
that  regulates  the  finances  of  this  country.     It  was  the  idea 
that  Parliament  having  the  ftate  of  the  national  finances  laid 
before  them,  fo  that  every  man  might  fee  the  ftate  of  the 
public  debts,  that  fupported  fo  greatly  the  credit  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  he  was  forry  to  find,  that  while  the  enemy  was 
hegjnning  to  adopt  our  mode,  the  minifters  of  Great- Britain 
were  convincing  the  world,  that  Parliament  had  nothing  to 
Jo  with  our  taxes  and  loans,  but  to  give  their  fanftion,  how- 
ever contrary  to  their  judgment,  to  the  bargains  of  the  mi- 
nifter, however  extravagantly  injurious  to  the  public.     The 
credit  of  Parliament  would  fink,  and  confequently  fo  mull 
that  of  the  nation.     From  all  that  had  been  laid  by  the  dif- 
ferent gentlemen  who  had  argued  the  matter  yeiterday,  as 
well  as  from  what  he  had  heard  then,  he  was  convinced,  not 
only  that  the  terms  were  bad,  but  that  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon  might  eafily  have  got  better.     It  was  a  little 
remarkable,   that  the  obje&ions  ftated    by  his  honourable 
friend,  who  fpoke  in  reply  to  the  noble  lord  the  preceding 
•day  [Mr.  Fox]  were  uncommonly  ftrong,  and  put  with  the 
iifual  ability  of  his  honourable  friend;  but  not  one  of  them 
had  been  anfwered ;  he  took  it  for  granted,  therefore,  that 
no' answer  could 'be  given.     It  remained  then  for  that  Houfe 
to  inrerpofe  and  prevent  the  ratification  of  a  bargain,  which 
was  fo  obvioufly  difadvantageous,   that  thofe  who  made  it 
were  themfelves  afliamed  of  it,  and  did  not  even  pretend  to 
argue  in  its  favour.     With  regard  to  the  lottery,  it  was  evi- 
dently fo  much  money  thrown  away,  becaufe  it  had  been 
-undeniably  proved  that  the  premium  was  fufficiently  large, 
without  tne  profit  on  the  tickets.  That  Lord  North  had  made 
■a-  bad  bargain  for  the  public,  Mr.  Burke  demonftrated  from 
various  conGderations,  and  particularly  from  this  :  that  in 
%he  bargain  with  the  money-lenders,  allowance  was  made  for 
the  pofnbility  or  the  chance  of  the  fall  of  the  ftocks,  but  not 
Ibr  that  of  their  rife.     The  noble  lord  himfelf  had  confefled 
that  the  bargain  he  had  made  was  a  disadvantageous  one  for 
the  public ;  and  yet  no  minifters  in  time  of  war  ever  negoti- 
ated a  loan  in  better  circumftances.     In  the  fir  ft  place  it  was 
agreed  to  take  the  loweft  computation,  that  there  were  fub- 
fcriptions  for  twenty-four  or  twenty- five  millions,   double 
the  furn  wanted,  and  furcly  this  was  a  moft  deciiive  advan- 
Voi..  II.  '  E  e  tage 
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tage  in  favour  of  the  borrower.  By  this  means  the  noMe 
lord  might  have  counteracted  the  felhfti  views  of  the  men  he 
treated  with,  by  reforting  to  more  reafonable  men,  ifdiflatif- 
fied  with  the  firft  that  ottered  ;  or  fappofing  the  parties  to  be 
the  fame,  ftilf  it  was  obvious,  that  men  who  had  twenty- 
four  millions  of  money  to  employ,  would  be  more  likely  to 
take  a  reafonable  intereft  than  thofe  who  had  only  the  ium 
wanted  ;  for  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  they  would  let  fo  large 
a  fum  lie  in  the  bankers  hands,  when  they  might  get  a  pre- 
mium of  5I.  1  os,  which  the  noble  lord  himfelf  admitted  to 
be  a  fufficient  bonus. 

'  In  the  fecond  place,  a  minifter  in  time  of  war  fnrely  could 
neVer  negotiate  a  loan  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  as  when  a  peace 
was  expected,  and  that  was  the  fituation  in  which  the  prefent 
minifter  Aood,  when  he  fettled  the  bargain  now  before  the 
Htiufe. — Added  to  both  thefe  confederations  there  was  that 
of  the  commiflion  of  accounts  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord  yef- 
terday,  from  which  it  appeared  that  immenfe  fums  were  to 
be  immediately  brought  into  the  public  coffers  ;  fo  that  there 
was  an  immediate  refort  in  cafe  the  loan  had  mifcarried.— 
With  three  fuch  advantages  as  thefe,  if  a  good  bargain  was 
not  made,  no  poflible  circum (lances,  that  he  could  conceive^ 
could  ever  redound  to  the  public  benefit. 

~*-Nefahis  ipfa  huicfaluti  cfle  poteft. 
]l         That  God  and  man  could  not  favc  his  expences. 

The  honourable  gentleman  adverted,  with  inimitable  plea- 
fan  try,  to  what  had  fallen  from  Lord  Noith  in  the  debate  laft 
night,  concerning  the  poverty  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons* 
Says  the  noble  lord,  this  Houfe  cannot  have  fuch  a  propor- 
tion of  the  loan  as  is  pretended ;  for  this  is  a  poor  Houfe. 
This  the  noble  lord  had  advanced,  not  without  wit  and  hu- 
mour, of  which  Mr.  Burke  allowed  him  to  be  a  great  ma- 
iler. It  was  a  very  heavy  charge  againft  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemen 5  for  poverty  at  prefent  was  the  greateft  dishonour, 
and  wealth  the  only  thing  to  make  a  man  well  received  in  all 
companies.  But  Mr.  Burke  recalled  to  the  noble  lord's  re- 
collection, a  contrary  pofition  of  his,  viz.  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  a  moft  refpeclable  aflembly;  refpe&able,  he 
meant,  for  their  independent  fortunes  and  riches.  What! 
was  fuch  an  aflembly  to  be  corrupted  ? 

This  was  the  flraiu  of  the  noble  lord's  eloquence  on  fomc 

.  occalions  ;  but  on  others  he  found  it  convenient  to  argue  theif 

incorruptibility  from  their   poverty,  as  he   did    at   prefent 

They  have  nothing  to  give  away,  "therefore  they  cannot  be 

cor  i  uviedj 
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corrupted;  and  thus,  by  the  double  operation  of  poverty 
and  wealth,  the  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons  is  not  only  the 
uit)ft  uncorrupt,  but  the  moft  incorruptible  aflembly  that  ever 
was  in  the  world.  The  rich  are  fo  full  of  pure  water,  that. 
there  is  not  room  for  a  drop  of  foul ;  and  the  poor  are  like  a 
fieve,  which  can  hold  nothing,  but  every  thing  liquid  pafles 
through-  it.  Hence  an  incorruptibility  might  be  inferred  on 
both  fides  of  the  Houfe  from  the  moft  oppofite  caufes— -itv- 
•^orruptibility  from — poverty  : — incorruptibility  from— opu- 
lence. 

He  wiflied,  that  inftead  of  members  coming  in  poor  to 
the  Houfe,  and  going  out  rich,  they  might  come  in  rich  and 
go  out  poor.  He  was  perfaaded  the  noble  lord  thought  er- 
roneously of  the  Houfe,  for  it  was  not  juftly  chargeable  with 
poverty  :  in  his  opipion  too  little  fo  by  a  great  deal.  He 
would  be  happy  that  a  feat  in  Parliament  afforded  no  oppor- 
tunity of  growing  rich,  and  that  they  came  there  rather  to 
live  with  frugality  upon  their  own  fortunes  and  not  to  ac- 
quire new  ones. 

He  was  forry  that  opulence  was  (to  be  acquired  by  getting 
iflto  Parjrament— But  fo  it  was,  that  members  were  like  the 
tenuis  vulpercula,  or  the  weazel,  wfyich  being  ilender,  crept 
iato  the  cupboard;  but  eat  fo  much  there,  that  it  could  not 
get  out :  fo  with  members  of  Parliament,  they  got  in  fleek 
and  (lender,  and  afterwar.ds  being  gorged  with  places,  pen- 
lions,  andnlouceurs,  got  an  enormous  belly,  that  they  were 
fcarcely  able  to  get  out  again.  To  adopt  another  coropa- 
rifon,  members  came  there  as  into  a  hencoop,  where  Jthey 
fed  heartily  at  the  ex  pence  of  freedom.  He  wiflied  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  a  kind  of  ergaftulum,  to  work  off 
thofe  fat,  large  bellies,  that  were  contracted  by  the  dsucenrs 
therein  acquired.  He  fpoke  metaphorically ;  he  meant,  that 
he  wiflied  that  members  might  fpend,  inftead  of  acquiring 
fortunes  in  the  public  fervice.  But  his  ftroking  his  own 
belly,  and  his  fituation  oppofite  to  Lord  North,— with  fair 
round  belly  with  good  capon  lined,  railed  a  very  hearty  laugh, 
in  which  Lord  North  himfelf  joined. 

Having  reafoned  again  ft  the  bargain  in  queftion,  he  was 
forry  to  find  by  a  comparifon  with  the  conduvSl  of  Mr. 
Neckar,  how  bad  an  oeconomift  the  noble  lord  was  for  the 
public.  His  lordfliip  had  added  by  the  late  loan,  2i,ooo,ocol. 
to  the  capital  debt  of  the  nation.  Mr.  Neckar  had  added 
pnly  5,000  OOOl.  by  his  late  loan,  to  the  debt  of  France. 
*l!je  Englifh  financier  is  obliged  to  raife  new  taxes  to  pay 
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the  intereft  of  this  immenfe  fum ;  the  financier  of  Fiance 
does  no  fuch  thing ;  he  is  enabled  by  favings  to  pay  the  in- 
tereft of  his  loan,  without  any  taxes.  The  noble  lord  loads 
his  qountry  with  the  intereft  in  perpetuity.  Monf.  Neckar 
pays  only  for  a  term  of  years,  determinable  on  lives:  The 
]j£nglifh  intereft  lafts  for  ever ;  and  that  of  France  mud  daily 
decreafe :  not  a  year  can  pafs  over,  that  many  creditors  of 
the  French  crown  do  not  die,  and  bequeath  as  many  legacies 
to  their  country  as  fhe  faves  by  the  ftop  that  their  deaths 
put  to  the  payment  of  their  annuities.  The  French  finan- 
cier borrows  at  ten  per  cent,  on  one  life.  If  the  intereft  and 
douceurs  which  the  Englifti  minifter  has  agreed  to  pay,  was 
reduced  to  annuities,  it  would  be  equal  to  fourteen  per  cent, 
on  one  life.  Monf.  Neckar,  he  faid  further,  had  ten  milli- 
ons of  France 'in  referve  for  the  next  year,  and  other  refour- 
ces.  How  much  then  was  our  fituation  reverfed  ?  The  no- 
ble lord  could  no  longer  boaft  of  the  fuperior  ftate  of  our 
finances,  as  he  had  formerly  ufed  to  do.  He  added  that  he 
was  ready  to  agree  that  the  French  minifter  had  not  the  fame 
difficulties  to  encounter,  that  the  noble  lord  had.  Undoubt- 
edly he  had  not,  but  then  it  muft  be  confideYed,  that  the 
noble  lord  was  not  a  minifter  of  yefterday,  he  was  not  blame* 
lefs  of  having  affifted  in  bringing  his  country  into  thofe  very 
difficulties  under  which  it  now  laboured,  and  therefore  the 
complaint  that  there  were  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
his  making  a  loan,  c^oie  with  a  very  ill  grace  from  the  noble 
Jord  or  any  of  his  fupporters.  Happy  France  in  her  mini- 
fter !  unhappy  England  in  her  financier  \  The  difference  arofe 
from  the  corruption  of  Parliament.  If  a  poor  member  of 
Parliament  fhould  receive  an  offer  from  a  fubfejiher :  •*  agree 
u  with  the  minifter  in  fuch  and  fuch  terms  for  the  loan ;  and 
"  you  fliall  have  four  per  cent,  on  all  that  I  fubferibe  for  5* 
this  would  be  a  temptation  that  nothing  but  incorruptibility 
could  refift;  and  yet,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  new 
loan,  a  fubferiber  might  make  this  bargain  with  a  member, 
and  ftill  have  above  fix  per  cent,  for  his  money.  Such  ftQeri 
made  to  many  members  might  tempt  them  to  agree  tQ  term* 
which  otherwife  they  would  have  rejected  with  indignation; 
and  thus  it  was  that  fuch  inordinate  bargains  were  made  by 
minifters,  becaufe  they  were  fure,  that  by  applying  to  the 
intereft  of  the  members,  they  could  get  a  majority  in  tb? 
Houfe  to  facrifice  the  intereft  of  their  country. 

He  was  for  recommitting  the  refolutions,  in  order  to  recon? 
fider  lord.  North's  bargain  on  principles  of  ceconomy;  but 
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chiefly  on  a  principle  of  public  credit.  The  publicity  of  all 
our  national  tranfactions  was  the  principal  ground  of  our  na- 
tional credit.  When  no  bargain  could  be  made  clandeftinely, 
bat  when  all  was  open,  and  fubjeA  to  the  revifion  and  cor- 
rection of  tKe  public  (interefted  mod  certainly  to  make  the 
heft  bargain  for  itfelf  that  was  poflible)  there  arofe  a  confi- 
dence in  our  public  faith  and  credit,  which  muft  be  (hook, 
if  an  idea  (hould  go  abroad,  that,  however  the  forms  of  Par- 
liament might  be  obferved,  the  mini  iter  of  this  country  was 
in  fa&  abfolute.  It  was  the  bad  bargainer  alone  that  could 
be  profufe,  when  profufion  was  neceflary. 
"  Profufion,  he  confidered  as  a  fymptom  of  defpair;  for 
could  it  be  fuppofed,  where  that  took  place,  that  money 
could  be  borrowed  on  reafonable  terms?  When  a  bottle  is 
firft  turned  over,  being  full,  it  runs  out  at  firft  by  gutts, 
and  but  Uowly ;  but  when  it  is  nearly  exhaufted  it  flows  ra- 
pidly and  with  a  current.  The  miniftry,  on  that  principle 
of  a  regard  to  public  credit,  ought  to  ftudy  ceconomy,  and 
to  ftiew  ceconomy  to  all  the  world ;  that  the  world  might 
judge  thereby  of  our  ftrength,  and  form  conclufions  in  our 
favour ;  that  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  might  have  it  in  his  power  to 
fay  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  "  My  countrymen  are  defirous 
of  peace,  but  both  willing  and  able,  if  it  be  neceflary,  to 
carry  on  war." 

That  the  nations  feeing  this,  may  be  inclined  to  grant  us 
peace  on  fafe  and  honourable  terms :  or  at  the  worft,  that 
there  may  be  a  principle  in  this  ftate  of  refufcitation,  that 
the  lux,  as  the  Hebrews  fpeak,  may  be  fafe  and  found,  which 
if  it  is,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  body  being  revived.  [The 
Juve  is  a  bone  in  the  body,  which  being  found,  as  the  Jews 
believe,  the  body  will  rife  again  ] 

After  thefe  and  various  other  arguments  againft  the  terms 
of  the  budget,  he  faid  he  was  willing  to  believe  the  noble 
jQrd  might  have  \>een  conftrained  by  neceflity  to  receive 
them;  but  how  did  this  obligation  arife?  In  the  imbecility 
of  the  administration,  which  emboldened  the  fubfcrihers  to 
threaten  withdrawing  their  fupport,  if  every  demand  was 
not  acceded  to.  On  fuch  a  fuppofition  he  fympathi/.eii 
heartily  with  the  noble  lord,  but  Hill  more  with  the  people, 
who  muft  pay  for  the  weaknefs  of  their  minifters. 

This  much  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  fay,  in  order  to 
juftify  his  vote  the  night  before;  the  firft  vote  he  had  ever 
given  againft  a  budget.  But  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  give 
his  negative  laft  night,  becaufe  he  believed  that  the  minilter 
jfpuld  not  have  prefurned  to  call  upon  Parliament  to  fandtify 
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fo  infamous  a  bargain,  if  be  had  not  thought  that  Parlia- 
ment was  arrived  at  that  pitch  of .  corruption,  that  they 
would  accede  to  any  terms,  however  fcandaloufly  injurious 
to  the  public :  he  wifhed  to  convince  the  minifter,  that  at 
lead  with  refpect  to  him,  he  was  uiiftaken. 

A  doubt  having  ariien,  whether  the  refolution  with  regard 
to  the  lottery  ticket  fliould  be  expunged,  or  recommitted  for 
that  purpofe,  lingly,  and  without  the  recommitment  of  the 
wholft ; 

l.ordW/.'.  Lord  North  was  of  opinion,  that  the  two  refolutioni 
fliould  be,  in  point  of  form,  recommitted  together, 

ihcSpcsk-        Lhe  Speaker  ftt  the  Houfe  right.     He  told  them  that  the 

<f.  regular  queftion  before  them,  and  which  muft  be  difpofed  of 

before  any  other  fhould  l>e  introduced,  was,  whether- the 
bill  before  them  ihould  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  ll-'Ty.  Mr.  Hitfjly  afked  whether  it  would  be  regular  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  after  the  fecond  reading  ?  He  was  an- 
lwered  in  tiic  affirmative  by  the  Speaker. 

The  refolutions  were  read  a  fecond  time;  and  when  the 
clerk  came  to  that  part  of  one  of  them'which  related  to  the 
lottery,  Mr;  Huffey  made  an  objection,  which  gave  rife  to 
a  converfation.     The  fubftance  of  which  was  this  : 

Mr.  Huffey  did  not  find  himfelf  inclined  to  concur  in  a 
proportion,  which  fome  members  had  exprefled  their  defirt 
to  prefs  upon  the  Houfe,  namely,  to  have  the  refolutions 
recommitted;  lie  would  not  confent  to  any  meafure  that 
could  in  the  IcSi  degree  affect  the  public  credit,  by  fhaking 
the  terms  of  the  loan,  fmce  they  had  been  made  :  the  terms, 
he  was  convinced,  were  extravagant ;  but  he  acquitted  the 
noble  lord  of  any  neglect  of  the  public  intirely  in  granting 
them  :  he  was  line  his  lordfhip  would  have  made  a  better 
bargain  if  he  could;  but,  he  believed,  that  the  monied  men 
held  out  obfriuately,  and  would  not  agree  to  any  ptherst 
however,  as  their  profits  were  fo  great  already,  he  few  flQ 
reafon  why  they  fliould  add  the  additional  douceur  of  lottprj 
tickets ;  he  knew  that  they  would  be  very  well  fatisfied  with 
their  bargain  without  a  lottery;  one  of  them  had  told  him 
fo ;  the  noble  lord  himfelf  knew,  that  they  would  not  [nfift 
upon  the  article  of  tke  lottery;  the  noble  lord's  friends  had 
told  him  foj  and  the  only  thing,  he  was  convinced,  that 
made  the  noble  lord  flick  out  for  the  lottery  was,  that  he 
thought  his  honour  engaged,  as  a  minifler,  to  make  good 
a  bargain  that  he  had  once  made;  he  therefore  in  treated  the 
noble  lord,  not  to  be  tenacious  on  that  point :  if  his  lordfhip 
fyoke  the  truth  when  he  fuid  that  the  Parliament  and  not  he 
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were  to  make*  the  bargain,  then  this  act  of  rejecting  the 
lottery,  would  be  the  adt  of  the  Parliament,  and  not  of  the 
noble  lord  ;  and  confequently  his  honour  would  ftand  un im- 
peached: he  befought  him  to  let  the  Houfe,  at  lcalt  his 
friends  in  the  Houfe,  purfue  their  own  judgment,  and  lie 
was  convinced  that  the  lottery  would  be  rejected  by  the 
whole  Houfe.  The  paltry  advantages  ariiing  to  government 
from  the  lottery,  could  by  no  means  com  pen  fate  for  tlu  in- 
con  veniencies  that  never  fail  to  attend  it.  He  moved, 
therefore,  that  the  Houfe  would  not  agree  with  the  com- 
mittee in  that  part  of  tlie  rcfolution  that  was  for  the  eita- 
bliftiment  of  a  lottery. 

Lord  North  faid,  that  he  by  no  nvans  held  that  his  repn-  I-orJ.v*/ 
tation,  as  a  miniftcr,  was  at  f  take  in  tlie  bargain  ;  lie  was  not 
bound  by  it;  the  Houfe  could  undo  it ;  for  though  the  com- 
mittee had  agreed  to  it;  yet  if  tlv/  I  J->ufe  ihould  eonilrm  the 
refolution,  he  of  courfe  would  be  releaild  from  the  agree- 
ment he  had  made  with  the  fubferibors.  iUit  he  could  not 
bring  himfelf  to  think,  that  the  faving  of  tlie  money  that 
the  fubferibers  would  gain,  couid  balance  tlie  mifchicf  that 
might  arife,  in  future,  to  th-*  public  cri-dit,  and  ilv:  difficul- 
ties that  would  be  thrown  in  the  w;:y  of  a  loan,  if  the  p;*: ■- 
Tons  who  made  it  fnould  have  no  profpect  of  permanency  in 
their  agreement;  but  mould  be  deprived  of  part  of  thou? 
advantages,  which,  perhaps  had,  in  a  c.:eat  meafurc,  i:i- 
>duced  them  to  part  with  it.  l!-ut  Parliament  certainly  had  a 
right  to  judge;  and  if  they  ihould  think  that  public  credit 
would  run  no  rilk  by  thus  lopping  oil"  the  lottery,  thpn  un- 
doubtedly they  would,  and  ou^.u.  ro  do  it,  as  honour  did  not 
Hand  in  their  way ;  and  if  it  did,  it  would  b::  very  improper 
in  Parliament  to  facrifice  the  property  of  their  conflitiujntw, 
to  compliance  for  the  reputation  of  any  member  wlutio.n  or. 

Mr.  Martin  was  very  glad  that  Lord  North  had  made  10  Yr.  ?.:* 
extravagantly  foolifli  a  bargain,  and  confidered  this  as  a  ■*'»• 
fubjecl  of  congratulation :  lor  it  was  fometimes  faid,  th.it 
■  the  minority  oppoft;d  the  noble  lord  in  all  his  meafures,  right 
or  wrong,  and  that  there  was  not  any  good  ground  for  that 
violent  oppofition  that  was  llicwn  to  his  adminiitration.  His 
:  condudl  in  this  bargain  would  open  the  eyes  of  the  nation, 
and  fliew,  that  the  minority  oppoled  his  meafures  not  with- 
out reafon.  He  read  over  the  preface  to  one  of  the  king  ofr 
France's  edicts,  which  f hewed  the  principles  of  ctconorny 
that  governed  the  public  conduct  of  that  monarch. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  obferved,  that  in  the  premium  done  this  si*  nrq 
:  day  at  11  f,  91,  and  7I  per  cent,  ought  to  be  included  tlie  Cnfer. 
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intereft,  which  became  due  at  Lady  day;  and  which,  being 
part  of  the  premium,  of  courfe  leffens  the  douceur. 
Mr.  Mid-  Mr.  Meddlicoty  in  juftifi cation  of  the  noble  lord,  faid  that 
f****  he  had  held  out,  and  ftiffly  refufed  to  grant  the  terms  that 
had  been  demanded  by  the  money-lenders ;  and  that  whet 
he  at  lafl  offered  the  terms  which  were  now  before  the  Houfe, 
they  as  ftiffly,  in  their  turn,  reje&ed  them ;  and  his  lord* 
fhip  left  the  room  determined  not  to  come  to  any  terms:  in 
his  abfence  the  money-lenders  however  confulted  one  another} 
and  at  laft  con  fen  ted  to  come  down  to  the  noble  lord's  pro 
polal ;  fo  that  in  fa&,  he  had  made  the  very  beft  bargain  a 
his  power.  Nor  were  gentlemen  always  to  truft  to  the  flu? 
tering  appearances  on  a  new  loan;  four  years  ago  he  had 
fubfcribed ;  and  the  day  after  Parliament  ratified  the  agree- 
ment, flocks  brought  only  two  per  cent*  premium;  in  a 
few  days  it  fell  more  than  fix  per  cent ;  and  he  adtually  loft 
fix  per  cent,  on  his  fubfcription. 
Air.  Fot,  Mr.  Fox  faid  he  had  troubled  the  Houfe  fo  long  the  pre- 
ceding day,  that  he  would  not  than  take  up  much  of  their 
time.  He  admitted  what  Sir  Grey  Cooper  had  faid ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  made  it  appear  from  the  then  price  of  ftocki, 
that  without  taking  the  leafl  notice  of  what  Sir  Philip  Jen- 
nings Clerke  had  faid,  about  the  high  premium  at  which 
the  omnium  had  been  that  day  done  in  the  Alley,  that  there 
was  an  adtual  bonus  of  four  pounds  and  ten-pence  upon  every 
hundred  pound  fubfcribed  over  and  above  the  bomls  of  fiw 
pound  ten  fhillings,  ftated  by  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue 
ribband.  Mr.  Fox  preffed  minifters  to  give  up  the  lottery) 
and  laughed  at  what  the  lafl  member  had  faid  about  the 
ndble  lord's  leaving  the  room,  while  the  money-lenders  wew 
fcrewing  him  up.  He  faid  there  were  gentlemen  prtfent, 
who  were  no  flrangers  to  borrowing  money,  and  they  had 
often  feen  the  honeit  arts  of  money-lenders  pra&i&d;  they 
had  left  the  room  more  than  once,  and  yet  after  all,  they  fatl 
not  obtained  the  money  lent,  upon  the  moil  reafonable  terms. 
The  gentlemen  who  argued  like  him,  did  not  want  the 
honourable  member  who  fpoke  lafl  to  give  a  mite  out  of  hti 
own  pocket,  they  only  wifhed  that  he  and  the  other  fubfcriben 
would  fpare  a  mite  of  the  public  money  which  they  wot 
going  to  receive. 

He  again  mentioned  the  more  eligible  terms  on  which  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  minifter  to  have  borrowed  the  money* 
He  explained  them  again  in  the  fame  clear  manner  as  he  did 
the  day  before?  and  declared,  that  nothing  but  the  moft  cr> 
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.  initial  neglect  or  profligacy,  would  have  confented  to- the 
bargain  which  had  been  made.  He  wifhed  to  have  an  ani'wer 
from  the  noble  lord  to  this  queft  ion— whether  he  intended  to 
apply  the  one  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  pounds  that  wouM 
fall  in  from  the  four  per  cents  to  the  purpofes  of  the  finking 
fund,  or  whether  he  intended  to  employ  it  as  part  of  the 
.fund  for  paying  the  intereft  of  the  loan,  and  fo  avoid  laying 
on  new  taxes  to  that  amount?  He  had  already  delivered  his 
opinion  upon  the  matter ;  but  he  would  again  repeat  it,  that 
if  the  noble  lord  intended  to  apply  this  fum  to  the  payment  of 
'intereft,  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  the  di (agreeable  talk  of  lay- 
ing new  taxes,  he  would  facriiice  duty,  hone  ft  y,  and  characler 
to  popularity. 

Lord  North  gave  no  explicit  anfwer  to  this  oucilion;  but  Lord.Wfa 
.  he  faid  that  if  the  fubferibers  fhould  have  even  feven  per  cent, 
douceur,  it  would  be  more  than  he  had  expected;  and  con- 
fequently  he  could  admit  that  the  bargain  in  fuch  a  cafe  would 
he  bad  tor  the  public.  But  he  was  not  yet  fure  that  the  dou- 
ceur would  be  fo  great ;  for  he  was  of  opinion  that  when  an 
immenfe  mafs  of  three  and  four  per  cents  iliould  be  brought 
fairly  into  market,  it  would  bear  upon  the  other  funds,  and 
fo  reduce  the  premium. 

Mr.  DcmpJltT  admitted  that  the  terms  were  high;  but  flill  Mr.  Owp 
there  were  many  circumAances  that  might  reduce  the  pre-.''-'- 
mium  on  the  loan  to  nothing.  If  Gibraltar,  which  had  al- 
ready fuftained  a  fiege  nearly  equal  in  time  to  a  fourth  part 
of  that  of  Troy,  if  Gibraltar  fhould  betaken,  the  premium 
would  fall.  The  rife  was  occafioned  by  a  profpect  of  peace — - 
that  profpect,  or  rather  tendency,  as  the  noble  lord  called  it, 
was  in  its  infancy  ;  if  it  ihould  difappear,  the  premium  wouKl 
be  worth  little;  but  if  a  junction  between  the  French  and 
Spaniards  Ihould  take  place,  and  if  our  grand  licet  now  go- 
ing to  Gibraltar  fhould  be  defeated,  then  theic  would  be  un- 
doubtedly a  lofs  on  the  loan;  there  was  rifle,  and  con  fequently 
there  muft  be  great  encouragement  to  make  men  part  with 
their  money,  especially  in  time  of  war.  As  to  the  lottery, 
he  would  not  vote  to  have  it  rejected,  as  a  blow  might  there- 
by be  given  to  public  credit  in  future.  With  refpecl  to  the 
one  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  pounds  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  he  would  be  glad  to  fee  it  carried  to 
the  linking  fund,  if  that  fund  was  applied  to  the  pur  pole  of 
-linking  the  debt  of  the  nation  :  but  when  he  knew  that  in 
time  of  peace  it  was  devoted  to  the  fupport  of  enormous  naval 
and  military  eftabliflimcnts,  he  muft  confefs  that  he  had 
Vol.  II.  K  f  rather 
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rather  fee  the  one  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  pounds  sp- 
plied  to  the  payment  of  the  intereft  on  the  loan,  that  fo  the 
public  might  be  he  left  burdened  with  new  taxes. 

Mr.  Hartley  fpoke  againft  the  lottery- 

The  queftion  was  at  1  aft  put  refpe&ing  the*  lottery,  wta 
there  appeared  againft  it  80,  for  it  133. 

The  other  refchitions  of  the  committee  were  vbea  agreed* 
by  the  Houfe,  without  a  divifion; 

The  contractors  bill  read  a  fecond  time,  attd  committed, 
Mardk  g. 

A  petition  of  the  united  company  of  merchants  of  England 
trading  to  the  Eaft-lndies,  was  presented  to  thefiouffe,  by  Mr. 
Purling,  and  read;  fetting  forth,  that,  by  an  aft  of  the  thir- 
teenth of  his  prefent  Mqefty,  intituled,  "  An  aft  for  eflablift- 
««  ing  certain  regulations  for  the  better  management  of  the 
**  amirs  of  the  Eaft-India  company,  a*  welE  in  India  as  in 
•*  Europe,"  the  whole  civil  and  military  government  of  the 
prefidency  of  Fort  WiHiam  in  Bengal  and  the  ordering,  ma- 
nagement, and  government,  of  all  the  territorial!  acquiiittora 
and  revenues  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla, 
are  vefted  in  the  govemor-genecal  and  council  of  the  Aid 
prefidency,  in  like  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  wlat- 
foever,  as  the  fame  were  at  thrtimercf  paffing  the  ad,  or  at 
any  time  before  might  have  been*  esrrcifcd  bv  the  president 
and  council,-  or  fele£t  committee;  in  the  laid  kingdoms,  hb- 
jeA  to  the  orders  received  from  the' court  of  diveAen;  and 
that,  by  the  faid  aft,  his  Majjgfty  was  hnpowered  -to  erefi  and1 
conftitute  a  fupreme  court  of  judicature  at  Fort  WiHwa 
aforefaid,  with  full  powers  and  authority  to  exerciie  and  per- 
form all  civil,  criminal,  admiralty,  asideoelefiaftical  jtrriftk-' 
lion  over  all  Britifh  fubjefts  remfeet  m  the  laid  ftingdom* 
or  provinces  under  the  protefHon  of  the  faid  united  Erf- 
India  company,  and  to  hear  and  determine  aH  complaiflCf 
againft  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,  for -any  ertases,  nufife* 
meanors,  or  oppreffions,  committed  xn  to  be  committed,  eni 
alfo  to  entertain,  hear,  and  determine,  any  fuit,  adioa,  * 
complaint,  againft  any  perfon  who  ihall,  at  the  time  whu 
fbch  debt  or  caufe  of  a£tion  or  complaint  fliail  harearifa, 
have  been  employed  by,  or  (hall  then  have  been  tlhrefily  tt 
indiredtly  in  the  lervice  of  the  faid  united  Eati-Ilidia  cm* 
pany,  or  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubje&s,  and  againft  any 
inhabitant  of  the  faid  kingdoms,  for  a  debt  arifing  wan} 
contrad,  or  agreement  in  writing,  with  any  of  his  Majeftyi 
fubjects,  where  the  caefe  of  aftion  ftpll  exceed  the  fnm  «f 
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Ave  hundred  current  rupees,  and  where  the  faid  inhabitant 
ihall  have  agreed  in  the  laid  contract,  that,  in  cafe  of  difputes, 
the  matter  flull  be  heard  and  determined  in  the  faid  fupreme 
court  of  judicature,  which  faid  power  and  authority  hts  Ma- 
jcfty  hath  been  graciously  pleafed  to  carry  into  execution  by 
his  royal  charter,  bearing  date  the  26th  day  of  March,  in 
the  fourteenth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign;  and  that,  by  the 
iaid  act  and  charter,  two  independent  powers  have  been  erect- 
ed, that  of  the  governor- general  and  council  entrufted  with 
the  fupreme  authority  of  government,  and  that  of  the  judges 
.entrufted  with  the  fupreme  ad  mi  niftrat  ion  of  juft  ice  within 
the  provinces  of  Bengal,  fiahar,  and  Orifla,  between  whom 
wry  alarming  contentions  have  arifen,  which  have  proceeded 
to  luch  extremity,  that  a  military  force  has  been  employed 
to  refill  the  procefs  of  the  court,  and  this  extraordinary  in* 
terpofition  avowed  and  juftified  upon  the  plea  of  neceffity, 
lince,  without  this  intepofition,  the  governor-general  and 
council  affirm,  that  the  revenues  mull  have  been  loft,  the  na- 
tives of  high  rank  difgraced,  and  the  provinces  involved  in 
confufiou;  and  that  your  petitioners  apprehend  thefe  con- 
tentions have  principally  arifen  from  defects  in  the  inftitution 
itfelf,  which  has  eftabliftied  two  powers  perfectly  diftinft 
and  independent,  without  providing  fufficient  means  to  pre- 
vent their  collision ;  and  this  opinion  your  petitioners  are 
snore  inclined  to  adopt,  by  obferving,  that  the  governor-ge- 
neral and  council  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  judges  on  t1« 
Other,  were  unanimous  in  every  meafure  taken  throughout 
this  unhappy  conteii:  that  the  exprefc  reference  in  the  faid 
ad  to  the  powers  exercifed  by  former  prefidents  and  council 
as  weft  as  the  nature  of  the  fubject,  decide  on  the  intention  of 
the  legislature,  not  to  prefcribe  any  definite  limits  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  governor-general  and  council  io  the  civil  and 
military  government  of  the  provinces  and  the  management 
of  the  revenues  :  Probably,  where  a  ftnall  number  ot  ftran- 
«ers  govern  an  exteniive  territory,  in  which  a  defpotic  power 
ms  ever  before  prevailed,  and  collect  the  revenues  of  that 
territory  adapted  to  the  nature  of  their  former  government 
it  will  ever  be  impoflible  to  prefcribe  any  certain  known 
rules  of  conduct  to  men  entrufted  with  fuch  an  authority  ; 
much  lefs  will  it  be  poffihle  to  apply  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try to  fo  novel  a  fituation;  neither  do  your  petitioners  ap- 
prehend that  the  court  of  juftice  eftabliftied  by  his  Majefty's 
charter  can  be  rendered  fubordinate  to  the  governor-general 
and  council,  as  the  Britiili  inhabitants  in  thrlr  petition  to  this 

F  f  %  honourable 
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:  -r.cjr  b>  Itc-fe  r*»v*  reci:ti:-c,  w::%cct  totally  defeating 
the  ends  cf  ;:s  invJ.'.^'.nr  ;  r.-ice,  'nert-^Ti.  hc:h  tb-fe  powers 
:"-.":   :-~:".'.:   i-virpei:  *r.t  c:  enc\   c:"""rr.  :bme    limit  fecnw 
r.:t:r-:v  to  ^rev-r-r:  thir  00  jof:t ':::?.  "»r.:ch  c-n  or.lv  be  pro- 
4  -J:.-e  cf  e/z'ics  ar.d  m:n :   for  th.s  purpofe  it  fcems  not 
iuni::ent  that  t>e  vi. fcnfticn  betwr*::  ^rivare  ads  of  indivi- 
d'j-ls  ar.l  p-t!  c  a:ts  0: -^;*zr~-7*i  ihc_!i  be  recognized  as 
a  ;.'r:nc::!e  :    tr/5  t1-.*  ;u«^*s  h:ve  u'.ztiiy  dcre,    but  experi- 
e-c-  !:is  c-:'r.z-:\ri'.t-l,  t    :t  a  r::.i  :.:*.-rence  to  forms,  andi 
r.r\T-  : ;-.  :-=.-;. -r:  it  on  or  Ivv,  l-;.j  ^il'Ie  in  judges  where  pri* 
\\ir.  :  ;"  :sir-  c-nesmeJ.  *  '".  .,"---*  impede,  it  not  in  many 
I  -. : :  *  *.  c.  -  '.r/.c . '.  v  fu  W .-  J ,  *\:t  :  .mc :  en  >  of  government:   Tn- 
iteJ.    '.:::::■.  evr-:;i:r.r   i-i    Lr..i:.:.ne<!   authority,    fhall  be 
1  •■■:.:  :  :?  itute  ::V:  vi-:tr.r-  v  :'i  Trc!:-::::!  precision,  to  fet 
:     -.  .  :"?...?:  ^-.icY.ce  as  a  cjfro.r.  tJ  prcve  the  aft  within  the 
;^  ..rr  .-<::c'.\zl  hy  :"j::r.rr  rref.  :::'!s  i-J  j?ur.c:!,  and  be  en- 
t:   ^:v.     v  :.'.:  '.'\z  ::::Sz  rz\-*   •  :  -_■■  :-•::■».    fuch  a  Ifgal  ex- 
■  -:•-;■.    :■-::   >•  ::.ar.-!y  •:.  ■■         :    y    .7  :  itstioru-rs,  there. 
•■-■".■:  '    )  '  .        :  :-j  :".:■--  ■■'. ::  .        ::  :  ..:•  "::.">:iouraVi!e  Houfe, 
v.    ■"  .'  *  \i  .         :  :..ay  v. ::  le  vt::.;  : .v.  :v>.!,  liy  permitting 
...  1     -       .■-:-■.•:■'.:".. y,  :'..-.:  :::t -i":  c;.^p!."ii;ied  of  was 
•      .j  :....'.-:  ;.-i  ..jt.jr.:;,  t  ;:...;    :.c  n  tlf  £o\crnor-gcnera! 
.  •■.  i  c-:::c:"ii    r.:.:!-,:::^  :'.  -  r  c::f.  ::j-.:j.  uye  i   a   lcfcrenceio 
*\:m.   co-icijiV.'e  cv:.;-i:;r    e:   :!:.,  Iizz.    always  |>ermitting 
t '■■.■"■  :     ':  ;  t)r  °c ■■■: -:  v. "..ere  :c:r... :  w   w  :.$  iniur-tcd  as  the 


;  •.  ::.  .-  :.  ■..:  .  :i\...:,  ..;;.■  r  ho::e;:Iy  in  any  depart- 
:.•-  .•  ■  f^-.-\-:n:::. -.-::.  will  er.;:y  :h?  prr.r-j-jrion  neceflary  in 
.  •.  .:  •.  .*  I  ::  ■.".  .  \\:::j  d^:v..:  :  :;  ir.i.ii  bt»  i:pheld  by  the 
:        ■!.  ...   I  :h:- c-i:*'.::y  r^::-  ■>:*. J,  :;>  the  cecal] on  fhall  re- 

<  :  ,  !,y  ,1  ;.n:j-  C:ic:>::  -;ury  r-^v\:r ;    while  the  attention 

<  :  *'  /  rr>')r-^-.:v:r.-.!  .:d  cc-:".cii  will  he- drawn  to  the 
.  .  ;  -  .  •"::•■-  "•  1.  -.\\\.E:  '■:  i:ifr:-:-r5.  who  may  be  punifh- 
'  ;    '•;.    v  :.:;•:■  .    :'-:fnen!:c:^   c-    c.ifraiJxion ;    and   e^-ery  act, 

-■■.!■  -.■  e :•.:■••>■.:  i»  ::r.yuteh  wil!  !v  fuhmiited  to  the  more 

:  ■;  \.:-  .' ^  ::::;i-:::i  i.f  .-ri  E:^!i!li  court  of  law  :  vour  pe- 
fiii-rc-.i  :~:'.u  !"kc\v!:V,  by  p..p.-:>  trar.fmirred  to  them,  that 
!*■•  rj,  -'tt'-str  :;i  *\v:  ..i!m.::irt:vttien  of  ju  it  ice  have  been  fub- 
"».  jit  .1  t-^  !:iri:;--  uiinr.^s  v.  ]\_\c  no  unworthy  motive  was  even 
Ivi^vi*.  d,  i".  "i  Ik. v.-  c  r;'. I.-1: u.r.t I y  been  unw  il ling  to  acl  with- 
out a:\  indemnity  frein  the  company,  and  h:id  they  not  been 
pjotecK-d  by  tlv.  r^verr.e.r-c^:'.c:al  raid  council,  at  a  r;reat  ex- 
p.'ncf  to  the  co:;v»;n\\  th.:-  admi narration  ofu«Qice  ihrough- 
c>nt   the   c«v,;ntr\    m:t!:   h.«w    bv-en  fufpi-ndrd :    the   deciiion 
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-  may  be  confonant  to  the  rules  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judi- 
cature, and  to  the  laws  by  which  the  judges  are  obliged  to 
proceed,  but  is  certainly  inconfiftent  with  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  country :  where  Britifh  fubjelts  prefide  in  courts  which 
adminifter  juftice  according  to  the  ancient  laws  and  cnftoms 
*of  the  country,  a  delegation  of  authority  to  thole  verfed  \i\ 
the  refpeftive  laws  of  the  Gent 00s  or  Mahomcdan^  as  the  cafe 
may  require,  feems  neceflary,  and  the  praltice  has  long  pre- 
vailed. 

To  examine  the  conduit  of  thefe  delegates,  to  hear  objec- 
tions to  their  report,  and  finally  to  decree  upon  the  rights  of 
litigants  thus  afcsrtained,  appear  to  be  the  whole  duty  of  a 
jadge  under  fuch  circumftances ;  yet  alts  of  this  nature  have 
been  deemed  trefpafles  in  the  plaintiff,  in  the  delegates,  and 
the  judges ;  fhould  alts  done  in  fuch,  or  the  like  lltuations, 
be  hereafter  examined  by  the  rigorous  maxims  adapted  to  a  . 
more  perfelt  judicature,  fhould  the  parties  be  embarrafled  in 
their  defence  by  technical  forms,  in  alledging  and  proving 
the  authority  ot  the  court,  and  the  regularity  of  their  pro- 
ceeding, much  injuftice  feems  unavoidable:  your  petitioners, 
therefore,  humbly  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  this  honourable 
Houfe,  whether  it  may  not  be  juft  to  leave  the  officers,  and 
other  perfons  altihg  under  the  authority  of  thefe  courts, 
wholly  to  the  controul  of  the  judges  of  the  fa  id  courts,  and 
to  fubjelt  the  judges  to  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  only 
where  corruption,  or  other  criminal  motive,  fliall  be  proved 
in  a  profecution  by  information  or  indiltment,  leaving  their 
errors  or  irregularities  to  oeredreffed  by  appeal  to  the  fuperi- 
«r  courts  of  the  country  ?     And  whether  it  may  not  be  expe- 
dient to  render  the  intended  protelcion  eiFeltual  by  making 
the  neceffary  allegations  few  and  fimple,  and  at  the  fame  tinitf 
to  facilitate  the  proof  of  thefe  allegations  by  making  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  judges  concluliwe  evidence  that  the  alt  com- 
plained of  was  done  under  their  authority,  and  the  certificate 
of  the  governor  general  and  council  conclufive  evidence  of  the 
appointment  of  the  perfons  claiming  to  alt  as  the  judges  of 
the  court  r    And  here  your  petitioners  think  themfelves  com- 
pelled, by  humanity  and  jullice,  to  entreat  the  attention  of 
this  honourable  Houfe  to  the  unhappy  iituation  of  the  Cauzce 
and  Muftccs,  who  now  languid)  in  confinement  without  a 
poflibility  of  relief,  except  from  Parliament:  your  petitioners 
are  farther  alarmed  by  the  embarraflment  in  the  manage- 
ment and  collection  of  the  revenues  created  by  the  jurifdiltion 
of  the  fupreme  court,  which  have  been  repj-eiented  to  your 

petitioners 
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petitioners  to  he  fo  great  and  extenfive  as  to  threaten  the  loft 
of  thofe  fupplies  which  can  alone  provide  for  the  government 
and  defence  of  the  provinces,  or  render  the  pofleffion  of  thefe 
beneficial  to  Great  Britain:  and  your  petitioners,  in  exa- 
mining thefe  papers,  difcover  abundant  proofs  of  the  truth  of 
that  opinion  which  the  legiflature,  in  the  2/Gt  of  the  thirteenth 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  feem  already  to  have  adopted,  that 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  by  an  Englifh  court  of  judica- 
ture is  wholly  incompatible,  not  only  with  the  flate  of  go- 
vernment in  every  part  of  the  country,  but  likewife  with  the 
laws,  cuftoms,  religion,  and  manners,  of  the  people,  which, 
among  the  Hindoos  who  conftitute  the  great  body  of  the  na- 
tion, enter  fo  much  into  the  obfervancies  of  common  life,  and 
are  fo  blended  with  the  character  and  nature  of  the  people, 
that  a  violation  of  thefe  muft  be  felt  as  the  ipoft  infupportablt 
tyranny:  without  prefuming  to  decide,  whether  thole  who 
hold  dift rifts,  and  become  refponfible  with  their  fureties  for 
the  revenues  of  thefe  diftrifts  to  the  company  (be  they  here-. 
ditary  Zemindars,  or  more  temporary  farmers)  are,  or  are 
not,  comprehended  under  the  general  words  of  the  charter, 
as  diredly  or  inoire&ly  in  the  Service  of  the  company,  your 
petitioners  think  it  their  duty  to  reprefent  to  this  honourable 
Houfe,  that  the  ordinary  procefs  of  the  fupreme  court,  ante- 
cedent even  to  the  decifion  of  the  queftion  of  jurifdiftion, 
will  produce  little  lefs  thipi  confufion :  your  petitioners  arc 
willing  to  afcribe  the  outrages  which  have  been  committed, 
by  entering  the  apartments  of  the  women,  and  the  defilement 
of  the  place  of  worfhip,  to  the  ignorance  of  the  inferior  offi- 
cers of  the  court ;  but  by  the  ordinary  procefs,  which  cannot 
he  with-held,  men  of  high  rank,  poffeffing  theinfelves  a  local 
jurifdidtion  and  extenfive  authority,  and  women  of  the  fame 
description,  who  cannot  appear  without  difgrace,  are  brought 
from  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  provinces  to  Calcutta*  and 
muft  there  give  bail,  frequently  for  very  large  fums,  by  per- 
fonsrefident  in  Calcutta,  or  be  committed  to  gaol ;  they  may 
then  plead  to  the  jurifdi&ion,  but  muft  verify  that  plea  upon 
oath,  which  alone  di (honours  them,  and,  after  a  long  delay, 
may  poffibly  obtain  a  decifion  in  their  favour :  in  the  mean 
time,  the  diftri<Srs  they  govern  are  involved  in  confufion,  die 
revenues  loft,  themfelves  and  families  difgraced,  and  all  thefe 
diforders  produced  by  a  judicature  adminiftered  according  to 
unknown  laws,  in  an  unknown  tongue,  and  totally  repugnant 
to  the  fimple  forms  in  which  they  have  been  accuftomed  to 
behold  the  aduiiniftration  of  juftice,  where  the  profeffionof 

an 
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an  advocate  is  unknown:  the  people  hear,  fee,  and  feel  the 
injuries,  but  cannot  comprehend  the  benefit  intended;  and 
fuch  have  been  their  terrors,  that  the  renters  of  the  Patna  and 
other  diftri&s,  have  petitioned  to  be  difcharged  from  their 
engagements  with  the  company,  reprefentmg  the  lawyers  as 
the  nwtfters  of  right,  and  that  whomfoever  they  favour,  he 
rduft  prevail :  your  petitioners  apprehend,  that  the  fupreme 
court  muft  be  reftrained  from  a  direct  interference  with  the 
management  of  the  revenues,  either  by  its  ordinary  procefs, 
or  by  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  or  the  provinces  cannot  be  re- 
tained in  a  manner  beneficial  to  Great  Britain  :  and  your  pe 
titioners  humbly  fubmit,  that  with  refpeft  to  the  natives  in 
general,  nothing  more  can  be  done,  thai*  to  give  a  regular  ad- 
ministration of  juftice,  prompt  and  iirnple  in  its  forms,  on  a 
more  permanent  eftablifliraent  than  that  which  is  derived  from 
temporary  regulations  made  by  thofe  rntrufted  with  the  exc 
eutive  government,  veiling  an  authority  in  the  fupreme  court 
to  watch  over  the  integrity  of  thefe  judges ;  whether  fuch  an 
arrangement  can  be  beft  made  by  laws  framed  in  England,  or 
hy  a  focal  legifiature  created  by  Parliament,  your  petitioners 
do  not  prefume  to  determine ;  but  ihould  the  former  plan  be 
adopted,  your  petitioners  humbly  rrprrfent,  that  if  the  no- 
mination and  removal  of  the  Europeans  who  preiide  in  theft* 
courts  he  not  given  to  the  governor  general  and  council,  who 
dire&  the  refidenee  of  Europeans  employed  in  other  duties  of 
•executive  government,  the  expence  of  falaries  neceflary  on  a 
feparate  eltablilhment  will  become  too  heavy  a  burthen; 
Ihould  the  latter  plan  be  approved,  your  petitioners  humbly 
fubinit,  that  a  reference  of  the  intended  regulations,  before 
fuch  regulations  be  eftablHhed,  to  the  provincial  chiefs  and 
councils  who  may  be  obliged  to  report  their  opinions  and  rea- 
fons  at  large  upon  the  fubje#,  may  furntih  much  valuable 
information,  not  only  to  thofe  to  whom  the  legislative  power 
is  given,  but  alfoto  thofe  whofc  final  approbation  in  England 
may  be  thought  a  proper  ccntroul  on  the  local  legifiature ; 
ana  that  the  mode  already  adopted  by  Parliament,  of  requir- 
ing thefe  laws  to  be  regiftered  in  the  fupreme  court,  may  be 
a  ufefulreflraint  on  any  intended  temporary  arrangements  of 
the  executive  government,  and  tend  to  moderate  a  power 
which  cannot  accurately  be  defined:  your  petitioners,  with 
great  humility,  fubmit  the  whole  of  what  is  heTe  fuggefted  to 
the  wifdom  of  this  honourable  Houfe;  but  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, intrufted  with  the  important  concerns  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  think  they  fhoiild  have  been  wanting  to  their  du- 
ty* 
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tv.  i*  ::\c-y  had  not,  ::i  the  nicie  and  on  behalf  of  the  compa- 
i.v,  conveys:  the  im;.icf:;ons  which  they  have  received  from 
riie  paper*  tran.mir.teJ.  to  them,  to  this  honourable  Houfe, 
from  whom  ^ione  your  petitioners  can  expect  redrefs :  your 
petitioner*  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  the  governor  general 
and  council,  and  thofe  who  have  acted  under  them,  may  be 
indemnified  for  the  refi fiance  made  to  the  procefs  of  thefu- 
prerr-e  court,  and  that  luch  laws  may  be  provided  in  future  as 
may  prevent  the  return  of  the  like  diibrders. 

(Ordered,  That  the  laid  petition  do  lie  upon  the  tabic 
Adjourned  to  March  12. 

March  12. 

T.or.ixV.i:".  Lord  Xorth  laid,  he  was  not  ready  to  propofe  the  taxes  for 
the  present  year ;  and  therefore  that  part  of  the  budget  was 
put  oil"  to  the  14th. 

Mr.  r.y*.  Mr.  Ryng  role,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
tranfaction  which  he  laid  merited  their  molt  particular  notice: 
the  loan  of  the  pre  (en  t  year  was  fo  lingular  in  all  its  circura- 
ftances,  fo  extravagant  in  its  terms,  and  had  been  managed 
by  the  miniller  in  a  way  fo  fufpicious  and  alarming,  that  it 
merited  the  molt  ferious  invefligation  of  that  Houfe.  The 
extravagantly  disadvantageous  terms,  which  the  noble  lord 
had  made,  were  notorious;  not  lei's  notorious  were  the  dif- 
coutents  of  the  people  without  doors  with  the  Parliament,  for 
having  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  by  which  9  per 
cent-,  was  already  gained  by  thofe  who  had  choien  to  fell  out 
t  heir  part  of  the  omnium. 

The  miniiler's  condudt,  with  regard  to  the  agreement,  was 
had,  hut  the  diftribution  of  the  loan  was  much  worfe.  The 
loan  had  not  been  given  with  fairnefs  and  impartiality  to  the 
opulent,  natural,  and  conilant  money  lenders;  but  on  the 
contrary,  there  had  been  the  moft  profligate  partiality  in  the 
garbling  of  the  lill :  the  friends  of  the  miniller  hud  been  fa- 
voured with  fubferiptions  to  an  immenfe  amount;  while  gen- 
tlemen of  the  moil  rcipe&able  character,  who  had  been  fub- 
fct  ihers  to  former  loans,  and  to  loans  alfo  in  which  they  had 
bevn  fiuTi-rcrs,  had  been  totally  excluded,  or  had  received  in 
no  proportion  to  their  applications.  Hut  what  was  a  much 
v. 01  ('.•  and  more  lamentable  evil,  this  partiality  was  not  guided 
nicivk  by  the  bias  of  friendfhip,  but  had  its  warp,  as  it  ten- 
d-d  to  gain  an  influence  over  the  members  of  that  Houfe. 
Thofe  hankers  who  had  applied,  and  formerly  advanced  large 
fumy,  were  either  cut  off  with  very  final  I  portions,  or  totally 
neglected.     TIm  miniild%>  favourites  experienced  a  conduft 

totally 
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totally  the  reverfe,  Jet  their  expeclations  he  ever  fo  unrea- 
f on  able,  or  their  demands  ever  fo  enormous,    Mr.  Atkinfon. 
is  reported  to  have  600,000!.  on  the  lift  that  was  Tent  to 
the  hank.    And  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  there  is  230,000!. 
Handing  in  the  name  of  one  houfe;  one  30,0001.  of  which 
Falls  to  the  lot  of  the  Houfe,  while  the  200,ccol.  is  fecured  for 
the  members  of  both  Houfes.  This  was  a  fpecies  of  traffic  that 
had  been  pradYifed  in  former  years.    It  was  remarkable  that 
the  very  lift  fent  to  the  Bank  was  a  fiction,  containing  unreal 
names;  it  appeared  a  fair  open  lift,  while  the  tranfadlion  was 
unfair  and  dark.  There  were  members  of  Parliament  who  had 
parts  of  the  loan,  but  whofe  names  did  not  appear.  If  the  mo- 
tions he  intended  to  make  were  agreed  to,  he  pledged  himfelf 
to  prove  this  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe.   He  would  prove  alfo, 
that  the  moft  glaring  partiality  had  been  fliewn  all  through 
the  hufinefs.     The  lift  was  not  fent,  fealed  up,  to  the  bank, 
before  the  loan  was  propofed  in  Parliament,  as  it  formerly 
tifed  to  be,  there  to  be  opened  the  day  after  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  had  been  agreed  to  by  that 
Houfe.  No:  the  lift  was  detained  at  the  treafury.  It  had  not 
been  once  garbled  and  once  corrected  only,  but  it  had  un- 
dergone many  garblings,  and  many  corrections ;  and  even 
after  the  loan  was  known  to  bear  fo  high  a  premium  in  the 
Alley,  it  was  garbled  and  corrected  anew,  till  reduced  to  the 
precious  ftate  in  which  it  now  appeared,  and  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  fuch  loud  difcontents.     After  it  had  been  proved 
that  the  terms  were  fo  advantageous,  it  had  been  revifed  by 
the  treafury;  and  the  friends  of  the  minifter,  members  of 
that  Houfe,  the  men  who  gave  him  his  majorities,  had  been 
moft  fhamrfully  preferred,  while  thofe  whofe  fufferings  or 
rerviee  gave  claim  were  neglefled. — When  was  the  lift  fent 
to  the  bank  ?  Not  before  the  noble  Lord  had  propofed  the  loan 
to  Parliament !  Not  immediately  after  Parliament  had  agreed 
to  it !  Not  till  Saturday  morning !  Was  that  part  of  the 
tranfadlion  fair?  Was  it  juft  to  the  money-lenders  without 
doors  ?  Was  it  fcch  as  that  HbuTe  ought  to  look  on  with 
indifference  ?  Ought  they  not,  on  the  contrary,  to  take  the 
whole  of  the  matter  into  their  confideration,  to  probe  it  to 
the  bottom,  to  fee  who  was  to  blame,  and  to  take  care  that 
fo  much  of  the  public  money  fhould  not,  on  any  future  loan, 
lie  at  the  difpofal  of  the  minifter,  juft  as  he  pleafed  to  diftri- 
bute  it !  With  regard  to  the  proportion  of  the  fums  allotted 
to  the  fubfcribers,  they  v*ere  extremely  capricious  and  ex- 
Yol.  II.  G  g  tremely 
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\7*-r*'.\-  :z7*zz.±7.     Some  it.  in  who  wrote  for  5C,ccol.  had 

'■',:  v.*z  wh-.>.  :rj  iVne  who  hsi  wrc:e  fcr  icc.cccl.  had 
fe»-i  •* :  >vs  -»  fcr  ;cccl- ;  to  feme  a  :Vjn:i  part  ct  what  they 
v. :  * .  :"wt  "v. 1  ■  te  i  jrir.ted;  to  ethers  a  i=~enth,  to  others  a 
t  -  : :  r-  r. : :  ^  c  :>. e :  s  i : c  t  a  t  w  t  n  t  i  e:  t  :  thefe  £a3s  could  cafily 
r-r  z:  -•-  .?  t'..i  r.cb'e  Lo:»i  we^Ia  confer. t  to  furniO)  the 
K-. ■--"•:  •  :••  *"--'»  »-:  E"s  cfo.Uler.ce.  as  he  ihculd  move  for; 
•»Vt;i  '^.-s  rrjr-  'i  hat  a  ^*":  ^e  bid  he  fore  that  Houfeof 
a!I  t)-,2  fu  fcr;!  •.  r>  to  the  new  ioaa,  fpeciryir.g  the  particular 
fu:r.  fuhfcrihtd  by  «c"i. 

Thi»  w^s  no  new  or  unprecedented  motion.  It  had  been 
m.~::e  and  a~r:cd  to  laft  year  ;  but  this  he  com! tiered  as  in- 
fufnci'.nt  tor  t"ie  purjo.e  of  coming  at  the  bottom  of  the 
niana"vmftnt  en  J  manoeuvres  which  had  been  praclifed  in  the 
prcfent  fuhferi?  ion  :  he  therefore  meant  to  follow  this  with 
other  f-vo  morion?,  and  his  next  would  be,  That  a  cor- 
rect lift  he  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  all  thofe  perfons  who 
had  offered  to  become  fubferibers  to  the  new  loan,  but  whofe 
offers  had  been  rtjefted ;  fpecifying  the  particular  fums  they 
h-j'l  ofFr.retl  to  fubferibe.  His  view  was  to  convi£  Lord 
North  of  having  made  a  worfe  bargain. for  the  public  than 
he  might  have  made;  and  alfo  of  the  greatcft  injufticeto 
the  individuals  who  had  offered  to  become  fubferibers  to  the 
lie'.1:  !o.-i!j. 

\\t  was  well  informed,  that  the  noble  lord  had  an  offer  of 
c-plit  and  thirty  millions  fterling;  whence  it  was  evident, 
that  lie  was  not  under  any  neceflity  of  making  any  difadvan- 
tagemus  baignin. 

1  hat  thefe  o  iters  were  made  by  fubftantial  and  refponfi- 
liia  ir.cn,  who  were  equal  to  the  proportions  made  by  them, 
i hough  they  had  not  the  good  fortune  of  the  noble  lord1! 
prrdile.clion. 

IJut  as  it  would  not  be  a  bufinefs  of  eafe  for  a  private  indi- 
vidual to  come  at  the  neceflary  information,  which  would 
bring  this  to  full  proof;  he  was  therefore  under  the  neceflity 
of  moving  for  what  would  give  ample  evidence,  not  only  of 
the:  partiality  complained  of,  and  the  corrupt  end  of  that  par- 
tiality. His  third  motion,  therefore,  would  be  for  copies  of 
all  the  lettcis,  notes,  &c.  that  had  been  fent  to  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  his  fee retaries,  any  of  the  commit 
tinners  of  the  treafury,  or  any  other  perfon  from  whofe  hands 
thev  hat!  been  t  ran  I'm  it  ted  to  the  noble  lord,  conveying  an 
application  for  part  of  the  loan  ;  by  the  aid  of  thefe  papers 
ilif:  houfc  would  he  able  to  fee  whofe  offers  had  been  rcjefted, 
•ind  whofe  had  not,  where  the  proportion  granted  was  much 

lefs 
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lefs  than  the  fum  wrote  for,  and  where  there  was  an  unequal 
proportion  granted :  in  faft,  they  would  have  before  them 
either  the  complete  conviftion  of  the  noble  lord,  or  his  com- 
plete acquittal;  and  they  would  be  able  to  decide  how  far 
the  charges  of  partiality  which  were  in  circulation,  were 
founded  or  not.  He  fa  id,  that  whatever  thefe  motions  led 
to  he  could  prove.  The  condudt  of  the  loan  was  flagrantly 
unjuft,  and  detrimental  to  the  public.  He  was  aftonifhed 
that  the  noble  lord  mould  dare  to  obferve  fuch  a  conduct. 
He  entreated  him  to  think  of  the  perilous  fituation  in  which 
he  flood,  before  it  fhould  be  too  late. 

The  people,  faid  he,  will  not;  and  cannot  much  longer 
bear  this  oppreflion;  the  day  of  retribution  will  come;  an4 
it  may  be  iooner  than  fome  expedt  it.  The  people  are  at 
length  roufed  to  a  fenfe  cf  their  danger,  and  begin  to  look 
after  their  own  affairs. 

His  motion,  he  faid,  would  evince  that  the  noble  lord 
iright  have  borrowed  money  at  five  per  cent.,  and  that  the 
offers  of  many  refponfible  men  had  been  rejected,  and  that 
the  new  loan  was  diftributed  chiefly  among  favourites,  or 
with  a  view  to  fupport  in  that  Houfe  the  credit  of  the  mini- 
fler.  He  then  read  over  his  firft  motion,  and  handed  it  to 
the  fpeaker,  who  read  it  to  the  Houfe. 

■    Sir  Edward  J/lley  confidering,  that  the  Houfe  lay  under  Sir  FJward 
To  difhonourable  a  fufpicion  as  that  which  had  been  juft  now  -V».y- 
mentioned,  and  lamented  by  Mr.  By  ng,  thought  that  they  were 
bound  in  honour  to  fift  that  matter  to  the  bottom,  thereby 
to  wipe  off" that  foul  ftain  that  had  been  thrown  upon  them. 

Lord  North  proftfled  that  he  had  no  objection  whatever  Lord: Yatb. 
tB  the  production  of  the  lift  agreeable  to  the  firil  propofition  ; 
the  lift  of  the  fubferibers  to  the  loan,  as  fent  to  the  bank,  in 
the  fome  manner  as  he  had  done  laft  year;  but  then,  he  bill, 
he  did  not  mean  to  go  any  farther,  arid  confequently  that 
be  would  oppofe  the  other  two  motions  :  and  he  oppofed 
them  hecaufe  they  were  ufeJefs  :  for  if  the  honourable  mem- 
ber fuppofed,  as  he  feemed  to  do,  that  there  were  fubferibers, 
whofe  names  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  lift  called  for  in 
the  firft  motion,  how  could  the  fecond  motion  furniih  him 
with  them?  It  was  impoflible.  As  to  the  third,  it  was  in 
his  opinion  a  very  ftrange  motion:  the  honourable  gentle- 
man charged  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  with  partiality ; 
and  having  no  one  proof  to  fupport  his  charge,  hd  calls  upon 
that  mini fler  to  unlock  his  efcrutoire,  and  give  him  up  all 
his  private  letters,  to  fee  if  he  can  difcover  any  veitige  of 
this  partiality,  with  which  he- accufes*  the  minifter  with  fo 
G  g  2  much 
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-.-:?  — With  regit d  to  what  the  honourable 
.    r*~  -    /.-wM'.rd  to  Ly  refpedting  his  conduft 
j^.j-.i-.-.s  to  the  prefent  loan,  hede- 
.   .       ;     .  ?~  z. ' ,  or  any  other  perfon,  to  prove 
.  - ;  "r.-.^:ielt  partiality,  or  that  the 
:  —  -:•:.  ;r  far  as  it  referred  to  him, 
.  - .  v  :r-:«'j:  any  bias  or  prejudice 
•-.*  :    ^  •:".  email    muft    know  he 
.  .'-.    -..--If:  that    was  obvioufly 
...  ■ :  .  :/'  £-t. :  .T.^nitude — it  was  a 

—  ...   r.f  r;.~ , .vas  to  give  general 

.     .-.  ..::•:;:  :r.e  :i~: "nr  \  :"h^uld  be  done;  he 

.    r::::o&.  «n*i  iTiziz  wr.o  received  them 

.  _    . .;  :t  to  .ay.  ZT*zz  he  had  expreflly  direft- 

_•:._  :y  ii.DLid  ne  ihew:^  but  that  the  fub- 

.  ...  ::  i;;.or:ic:ie:I  w.:h:;:mei;  icch  had  been 

.  .   .  r;r  iM  -iTLre  the  Hsiae.  he  believed  there 

:     .":.:.-.:..  he  was  con  v:  usee,  when  they  fair 

:..  r»;:r.  cr.vei  fcr,  they  uo^;i  fee  there  was 

N .  r^^.^n  »vas  permitted  t.^  funicribe  after  the 

-.i..f.  ::  r.s  k.  rwlecig-1 .  anr.  the  reafon  why  the 

-:  :r  ::f  :..::.  t  .1  f-ati-rday  lift,  was  owing 

.--:  :  :-:.::..:  ;:"  ::.t  1.:":,  r.ru*.  the  number  of  fub- 

" .-   \%_*  rr-ch  lir-cr tli^n  >.  ft.Tr.-ier  years.  The 

g: «;  deal  at-out  the  difpro- 

ao-jraSf  g^ntlem:.:?  muft  know, 

;:,  a^r.  rorii:  n^t  ::*  :>e  iVtilexl by 

\  :..:>«.<--   :uch  a  I'.Ktci,  much 

r.rsri  .  to:  .;'.  upon  e^  ery  applies 

„;  .;  wouLi,  from  pr:  :cr.>  known 

:  :.    ::..:ice,  orfro:ri  prr/oi.s  whole 

:  • . .  *V:  v  as  :\ipkt::  -r ; : .  a:j J  whole 

w*  •j.r-h*     the  fame*  r..!e  wasob- 

:.  wif  to  he  given  :o  «-.  h,  govern* 

r  ~r. i  when  :he  dtp:  ii:  di\s  came 

c : :    jinoiher  objrei  .c :-  : e  apply* 

-;;*?.  Z?  the  bufinefs  Wa$  this;  if  a 

:c:::h  part  of  what  he  wrote  for, 

-.  .:•.  :h-t  cafe,  every  application 

:  rr*.  c:  :Vr  twice  as  much  as  the 
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(ingle  fa£k,  that  the  fums  allowed  fell  greatly  fhort  of  the 
fums  applied  for.     But  the  honourable  gentleman  had  com- 
plained of  members  of  Parliament  being  fubfcribers  ;  really 
he  knew  of  no  law  that  made  it  a  crime  in  members  of  Parlia- 
ment to  fubfcribe.     There  were  in  that  Houfe  feveral  men 
of  great  fubftance,  who  at  all  times  applied,  and  bad  always 
bad  their  proportion  according  to  the  amount  of  the  applica- 
tions offered,  but  it  did  not  follow  that  they  always  gained 
by  it.»    Certainly  ,they  did  not,  for  three  or  four  years  ago 
they  fufFered  greatly ;  and  with  regard  to  there  being  any 
members  of  that  Houfe  who  had  fums  in  the  loan  under  con* 
cealed  names,  he  knew  of  none  fuch.     As  to  Mr.  Atkinfon, 
he  was  Satisfied  that  he  had  no  fuch  fum  as  had  been  mention- 
ed by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  and  though  whatever  had 
been  given  to  him  was  for  the  whole  houfe  of  Muir,  Son,  and 
Atkinfon,  yet  he  was  convinced,  though  he  had  not  looked 
into  the  lift,  that  the  whole  firm  had  no  luch  fum  as  6oo,oool. 
It  was  faid  that  Mr.  Atkinfon  had  200,oool.  in  the  hands 
of  other  people — He  did  not  believe  a  word  of  it;  becaufc,  in 
confluence  of  one  honourable  gentleman's  having  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  week  afferted,  that  Mr.  Atkinfon  had  fo  mon- 
ftrous  a  portion  of  the  losn  as  three  millions  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  he  had  ordered  a  ftrift  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  what  Mr.  Atkinfon  had,    and  had  expreUly  di reeled, 
that  it  fhould  be  fearched  into,  whether  Mr.  Atkinfon  had 
any  part  of  the  loan  under  any  other  name  than  his  own. 
He  had  even  put  that  queftion  to  Mr.  Atkinfon,  from  whom 
he  had  received  an  anfwer,  the  moft  folemn  declaration,  that 
he  had  no  (hare  whatever  in  the  loan,  but  what  llood  in  his 
own  name  and  that  of  his  houfe.     Indeed  if  he  had,  it  muft 
be  a  deception  ;  for  it   rnufl  be  in  direct  oppofltion  to  the 
rnoft  politive  orders  which  he  had  given,  that  no  flock  fhould 
be  held  by  any  man  but  in  his  own  name;  and  that  no  par- 
tiality whatever  fhould  be  {hewn  to  any  one.     If,  notwith- 
ttanding  thefe  orders,  any  partiality  had  been  fhewn,  the  per- 
son aggrieved  would  complain,  and  then  the  bufinefs  would 
come  fairly  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  as  any  thing  contrary  to 
thofe  orders,  mufl  he  a  deception  upon  him,  fo  he  would  he 
as  ready  as  any  man  to  exprefs  his  cenfure  of  the  transaction. 
As  to  what  had  been  faid  again  of  the  omnium's  beaFiag 
fo  high  a  premium  as  nine  per  cent,  he  could  only  fay  that 
he  thought,  that  a  fmall  part  of  it  coming  to  market  thus 
early,  and   hearing  that   price,  though  it   was  fomething 
furprifing,  it  did  not  go  to  the  eflaWifliment  of  the  posi- 
tion contended  for  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  by 
T::i  thofe 
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thofe  who  had  fpoken  on  the  fubjeft  laft  week,  viz.  that  the 
whole  loan  bore  a  premium  of  nine  per  cent,  and  that 
900,0001.  of  the  public  money  were  thrown  away.  Gen- 
tlemen mull  know,  that  if  any  large  proportion  of  the  om- 
nium, if  a  fourth,  a  half,  or  three-fourths,  were  brought  into 
the  market,  the  premium  would  fall  greatly,  nay  the  om- 
nium would  be  done  below  par,  perhaps  at  thrte  or  four  per 
cent,  difcount;  at  a  certainty  it  would,  if  the  whole  came 
to  market  at  once.  If  however  after  the  depofit  Was  paid, 
and  the  watter  was  fettled,  the  prefent  high  premium  of  nine 
percent,  fhould  continue  upon  it,  he  was  ready  to  own  that 
he  fliould  be  extremely  forry,  and  that  he  had  given  much 
greater  advantages  than  he  ought  to  have  given,  or  than  he 
intended  to  give.  He  fhould,  in  that  cafe,  confider  the  ad- 
vance of  premium  as  a  bad  effed  arifing  from  a  good  caufe. 
The  fa£t  was,  he  had  done  his  beft,  and  of  all  the  offers 
that  had  been  made,  he  had  accepted  that  which  was  leaft 
hard  and  difadvantageous  to  the  public.  He  again  felt  it 
neceffary  to  advert  to  the  reafon  of  the  lifts  not  having  been 
fent  to  the  bank  before  the  loan  was  propofed  to  parliament : 
it  never  had,  on  any  occafion,  been  fent  till  after  the  Houfe 
had  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
As  foon  as  that  was  over,  the  lift  was  examined  and  fent ; 
but  gentlemen  forgot  that  in  a  fubfeription  of  fuch  a  fize  as 
the  prefent,  and  where  the  fubfciibers  were  fo  numerous,  it 
was  not  a  matter  of  little  time  to  prepare  the  lift  ;  it  took  up 
many,  many,  hours ;  it  was  not  the  work  of  a  day,  but  of 
all  day  and  all  night,  and  all  day  again.  With  regard  to  its 
having  been  garbled,  he  denied  the  accufation ;  that  it  had  been 
corrected  was  furely  no  crime,  but  that  any  alteration  had 
been  introduced  fince  the  loan  had  been  made  known  to  Par- 
liament, was,  he  was  pretty  well  aflured,  not  founded.  The 
orders  he  gave,  were  to  receive  no  letters  nor  applications 
for  fcrip  that  were  not  brought  before  one  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day laft,  at  which  hour  the  gentlemen  met  to  fettle  the  terms. 
The  rule  of  that  meeting  was  to  convene  the  monied  men, 
who  had  made  applications  and  offers,  and  to  convene  the 
heads  of  all  the  great  public  companies,  who  ufually  af&fled 
government  with  money,  but  who  never  made  any"  aj^ 
plication  previous  to  that  meeting;  by  thefe  gentlemen  fo 
colle&ed,  the  terms  were  fettled,  and  it  was  always  ufual  to 
expedfc  that  the  gentlemen  who  were  prefent  were  to  take  a 
pretty  confiderable  fhare  of  the  loan  among  them.  As  to  the 
idea  of  forcing  open  his  efcrutoire  and  taking  out  all  private 
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letters  and  papers,  that  had  any  reference  to  the  loan,  he 
flattered  himfelf  the  Houfe  would  noc  think  fuch  a  me^fure 
neceffary.  If  that  was  to  he  the  cafe,  the  Houfe  had  better 
take  the  whole  of  the  hufinefs  upo^  themlelves  in  future,  and 
in  Head  of  the  letters,  from  peiTons  d.-firous  of  becoming  lub- 
fcribers,  being  directed  to  chv  firfi  lord  of  the  treafury,  they 
IhoulJ  be  directed  to  the  clerk  of  the  Houfe  and  read  at  the 
table.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  accufed  him  of  par- 
tiality ;  it  was,  he  believed,  rather  extraordinary  fur  one  per- 
Ton  to  charge  another  with  patriality,  and  then  to  fay,  "Give 
me  the  key  of  your  bureau  and  your  efcrutoire,  let  me  empty 
all  your  drawers,  look  over  all  your  papers,  and  read  every 
letter  I  can  find,  and  then  I'll  tell  you  whether  I  can  prove 
my  charge  or  not !"  Certa'nly  fuch  a  mode  of  application 
would  never  be  countenanced  by  that  Houfe ;  and  indeed  it 
was  altogether  unneceffary,  becaufe  the  motion  already  be- 
fore the  Houfe  would  mew  who  were  the  perfoas  that  had 
fcrip,  and  if  any  one  thought  himfelf  aggrieved,  as  he  had 
already  fuggefted,  undoubtedly  he  would  not  be  filent  upon 
it,  and  gentlemen  would  have  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
the  matter  forward.  His  Lordfliip  concluded  with  declaring 
that  he  fhould  not  oppofc  the  motion  then  before  them. 

Sir  George  Savile  wiihed  that  one  fide  would  not  hint  at  Sir  Gnrre 
fadls  before  they  were  cfiabli/lisd  in  proof,  nor  the  other  be  Susie. 
fo  ready  to  declare  that  this  was  fo,  and  that  was  other  wife. 
Such  conduct  was  in  neither  cafe  parliamentary,  but  he  faid, 
that  he,  from  the  moil  compullive  internal  evidence  fupport- 
ed  theitiotion,  for  it  was  not  likely  that  the  deli  red  infor- 
mation could  be  obtained  by  any  other  means  :  thole  peribns 
indeed  might  complain  who  bad  not  got  enough  ;  but  there 
was  another  fet  of  men  who  would  not  complain,  but  of 
whom  the  Houfe  would  complain,  namely,  thofe  who  had 
got  too  much  ;  it  was  nc-ieffary  therefore  to  pafs  this  motion, 
'  in  order  to  difcover  where  tl.e  partiality  lay  ;  this  could  be 
but  by  the  lift  called  for  in  this  fecond  motion;  and  if  the  no- 
ble Lord  ihould  refiife  to  grant  it,  it  might  fairly  be  faid,  that 
he  defied  his  accufers,  only  becaufe  he  knew,  that  as  he  with- 
held, fo'they  could  not  otherwife  come  at  the  only  evidence' 
which  could  convict  him.  As  to  the  private  letters  in  the 
noble  lord's  efcrutohe,  they  were  written  to  a  minifter  of 
•ilate,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  loan,  and  confequently  ought  to 
have  been  called  public  letters  by  the  noble  lord.  And  as  he 
would  pay  no  regard,  on  the  one  hand,  to  fufpicions  of  guilr,  ■ 
Or  on  the  other,  to  affertions  of  innocence;  he  defired  to 
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liit*  the  proofs,  ar.i  then  infutute  the  inquiry.  There 
were  two  ways  of  garbling  the  Sift  ;  3  right  way  and  a  wrong 
one.  Let  the  Hcufe  fee  which  of  t!je  two  had  been  follow- 
ed. Whether  the  reductions  \rere  made  by  a  rule  of  pru- 
dent jufiice,  in  which  regard  was  had  to  the  ability  of  the 
fubfcribtr,  and  the  quantum  for  which  he  had  written,  or 
that  it  was  merely  done  by  a  rule  for  thepurpofe  of  corrup- 
tion and  influence. 
Mr.Jbw!-  Mr.  Rsbinfcn  'of  the  treafury)  faid  the  fame,  that  Lord 
ft"'  North  had  faid,  with  regard  to  the  directions  he  had  given, 

that  the  lift  fhould  be  made  out  fairly  and  impartially ;  and 
declared,  that  his  duty  in  that  Hcufe,  would  not  fufFerbim 
to  fee  the  whole  of  the  bufinef3  done,  but  that  as  far  as  it 
hid  come  under  his  infpeflion,  he  could  anfwer  for  it,  that 
the  noble  lord's  directions  had  been  punctually  complied  with, 
and  that  the  lift  was  made  out  without  any  prejudice  or  par- 
tiality. 

He  alfo  infifted,  that  no  fuch  fum  as  6oo,oool.  had  been 
given  to  Mr.  Atkinfon  ;  and  he  could  afliire  the  Houfe,  that 
Mr.  Atkinfon  had  folcmnly  declared  to  him,  that  he  held  not 
a  (hilling  of  the  new  ftock  under  any  borrowed  name* 
hU.Bjnj.  Mr.  Byng  declared,  that  it  was  only  by  the  production  of 
the  lifts  and  the  papers  which  he  called  for,  that  the  Houfe 
could  come  at  the  knowledge  of  the  fa&s  which  he  had  al- 
ledged.  The  noble  lord  had  faid  that  it  would  be  improper 
to  open  his  bureau,  and  examine  his  letters.^The  noble 
lord's  bureau,  in  this  in  fiance,  was  the  bureau  of  the  public, 
*— liable  to  the  infpeclion  of  that  Houfe : — and  as  an  accomp* 
tant,  he  received  no  letter  in  a  private  capacity.— The  afler- 
tions  of  the  noble  lord  and  the  honourable  gentleman  might 
be  true ;— he  wifhed  to  inquire  into  the  truth.— But  the  no- 
ble lord  kept  the  key  of  his  bureau,  and  he  denied  to  the 
Houfe  the  only  means  of  information,  by  which  they  coold 
know,  whether  his  affertions  were  true  or  falfe.  In  regard 
to  Mr.  Atkinfon,  he  faid,  that  there  were  fome  circumftan- 
c:es  in  his  knowledge  which  he  could  communicate  of  a  very 
fufpicious  nature.  It  was  pretty  certain  that  he  was  in  • 
room  at  the  treafury  by  himfelf,  with  the  lift,  while  many 
rcfpcclable  and  lefponfihle  men  had  it  not  in  their  power  to 
converfe  with  the  noble  lord  on  the  fubjeft,  He  firmly  and 
truly  believed  that  Mr.  Atkinfon  was  the  man  who  had  the 
whole  and  fole  power  of  garbling  and  managing  that  lift. 
There  had  been  the  utmoft  injuftice  and  partiality  in  thebu* 
fincfii ;  that  his  conftituents,  the  merchants,  and  the  creat 
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•refpeclable  houfes  in  the  city  of  London,  had  been  treated 
with  injuftice.  Men  who  had  written  for  ioo,cooI.  had 
only  got  5000I.  while  others  had  got  all  for  which  they  ap- 
plied.  Mr.  Boldero  wrote  for  ioo,oooI.  and  got  only  6000I. 

How  was  he  to  prove  his  charge,  if  he  was  denied  the 
. means  of  getting  at  evidence?  He  was  well  allured,  that 
members  of  Parliament  had  a  part  of  the  loan  under  other 
perfbns  names,  and  he  had  been  well  informed,  that  a  par- 
ticular gentleman  faw  in  the  lift  his  name  down  for  10, 000 1. 
'When  two  members  of  Parliament  went  and  claimed  it,  de- 
claring it  was  put  down  for  them. 

The  noble  lord's  delegation  of  his  bufinefs  to  Mr.  Robin  - 
ion  ;  that  gentleman  to  a  third,  and  he  to  a  fourth  perfon, 
Was  truly  ridiculous.  The  noble  lord's  aflertions  may  be 
true,  but  he  wanted  the  only  credible  evidence  of  his  vera- 
city, and  therefore  begged  the  noble  lord  to  remember  what 
toy  it  was  he  afked  for.  Not  the  key  of  his  bureau,  not 
;he  key  of  bis  his  private  papers,  but  the  key  of  the  public 
:reafury !  the  key  of  thofe  papers  which  concerned  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  and  which  that  Houfe,  as  the  reprefenta- 
Svcs  of  the  people,  had  a  right  to  demand  I  a  right  to  exa- 
nine!  He  complained  of  being  deprived  of  the  means  of 
sflablifhmg  the  truth  of  a  charge  of  the  foundation  of  which 
ie  -faid  he  flood  convinced,  from  the  noble  lord's  refuting 
:o  go  into  the  enquiry. 

•  Mr.  Robin/on  replied  to  Mr.  Byng,  and  faid,  what  he  had  ^r.  ^^ 
iirged  refpefiring  Mr.  Boldero  was  erroneous.  It  was  true,/™. 
chat  Mr.  Boldero  had  imagined  that  only  6000I.  were  put 
iown  to  him,  but  he  had  fcnt  him  a  note  that  morning,  flu- 
ting that  it  turned  out  to  be  the  error  of  a  clerk  in  the  bank, 
in  the  omiflion  of  a  figure,  for  that  on  examination  of  the 
lift  he  had  found  that  he  had  6o,oool.  As  to  Mr.  Atkin- 
fon,  he  had  been  confulted  about  names  in  the  city,  of  which 
they  were  ignorant,  lottery-office  keepers,  taylors,  and 
others,  who  had  applied  for  fcrip  ;  but  with  regard  to  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  bad  aflerted,  as  to  Mr.  Atkinfon 
having  the  lift  in  a  room  by  himfelf,  the  fa<3  had  never  hap- 
pened, he  had  neither  fettled  the  lift,  nor  had  he  the  lift  to 
interfere  with  at  all. 

The  firft  motion  was  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Byng  then  moved,  tor.Byrgy 

*'  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  lift  of  the  per- 
r|  fans  who  offered  to  fubfcribe  to  the  faid  loan,  whole  offers 
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€t  were  rejected,  together  with  an  account  of  the  fomsof- 1 
€i  fered  by  e*ch  peTfoo^ 

Mr.  Byng  faid.  it  pve  him  pleafure  to  hear  that  the  cafe 
of  Mr.  BoMero  was  III  founded :  it  was  fafficient  however  to 
mew,  that  he  had  ncr  fpekert  altogether  without  authority, 
though  he  *'*]  not  tefcre  heard  that  the  error  wasfet  rigfci. 
He  wiflied  to  go  into  the  matter,  that  more  errors  might  he 
cleared  up.  Give  him  the  lift  of  thofe  who  had  not,  and  be 
hoped  p-jhlic  fufpicicn  would  he  removed. 

5r  Tirizri       Sir  Rthard  Suttcn  faid,  that  the  objeft  of  the  fail)- motion 

Sutter..  could  not  be  attained  by  them,  for  if  the  Houfe  fhoaldhe 
defirous  ?o  know  whether  frock  was  held  by  gentlemen  iathe 
names  cf  ethers,  they  never  could  dif cover  thw,  as  they  had 
not  the  power  to  examine  upon  oath;  and  if  to  the  charge 
of  partiality  the  noble  lord  ftiouid  plead  that  he  hadrejedei 
the  offers  of  foirte  gentlemen,  becaufe  perhaps  he  had  thought 
they  were  not  fufficiently  refponfible,  and  admitted  omn 
whom  he  thought  mere  refponfible,  how  was  he  criminal? 
For  it  could  not  be  faid  that  the  mini  ft  er  did  wrong  in  exer- 
cifing  a  difcretion  in  judging  who  were  refponfible  men,  and 
who  were  not;  confequently,  after  the  lift  moved  for  fhooH 
be  produced,  if  the  motion  meant  any  thing,  it  meant  to 
prove  that  the  men  whom  the  noble  lord  had  rejected  were* 
refponfible,  or  more  refponfible,  than  thofe  whofe  ©fieri  he 
had  accepted.  Hence  there  would  arife  a  neceffity  of  a  new 
adk  of  Parliament  to  enable  a  committee  of  the  Hoofs  cf 
Commons,  to  inftitute  an  enquiry  into  men's  fortunsi  * 
circumftances,  and  to  examine  witnefles  upon  oath,  aai 
hence  the  time  of  the  Houfe  would  be  taken  up  with  dehsta 
upon  the  rcfponfibility  of  men ;  a  bufinefs  not  very  property 
calculated  for  difcuflion  within  thofe  wall's. 

Mt.  Hy.tg.  Mr,  Byng  replied,  that  to  fift  out  the  private  fortunes  of 
individuals,  or  to  take  a  comparative  view  of  the  refpoofr 
bHity  of  different  men,  was  not  at  all  his  objedt. 

K't.  F  x.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  aftonifhed  to  find  the  noble  lord  op* 
pofing  thofe  motions,  to  negative  which  would  be-more  coo- 
fiftent  in  thofe  who  wiflied  the  degradation  of  that  Houfe  « 
the  eyes  of  its  conftituents;  for  by  fuch  a  vote,  it  would  he 
confpicnous,  if  the  public  money  was  voted  for  a  partial  por- 
polr,  and  the  only  means  of  refuting  the  opprobrious  imp* 
rat  ion,  if  grnundlefs,  derived.  The  argument  adduced  by  aa 
honourable  gentleman  [Sir  Richard  Sutton}  was  too  infigoi* 
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ficant  to  merit  an  anfwer ;  yet  he  could  not  help  obferving 
upon  it,  if  the  Houfe  could  not,  by  oath,  find  out  the  re- 
fponfibrlity  of  fubfcribers,  no  more  could  the  noble  lord, 
when'he  fettled  the  distribution  -of  his  loan  :  hut  no  fuch  ex- 
amination was  intended;  the  idea  was  abfurd,  and  it  was  plain 
enough  might  appear  upon  the  very  face  of  the  paper,  admit- 
ting the  truth  of  what  his  honourable  friend  had  fuggefted, 
that  many  very  refponfible  gentlemen  had  offered  large  fub- 
rfcriptions,  and  had  not  been  permitted  to  fubfcribe  at  all. — 
The  noble  lord  bad  protefted  his  own  innocence,  as  to  the 
matters  alledged ;  but  he  muft  beg  leave  to  p  rote  (I  againii 
fiich  evidence*— Not  in  any  private  or  uncivil  fenfe,  but  in 
a  public,  he  did  not  fcruple  to  profefs^  that  here  he  gave  not 
the  feaft"  credit  to  the  noble  lord's  affertion ;  for  he  never 
could  believe  a  jnan  who  faid,  "  I  am  innocent,9'  yet  with* 
holds  every  means  of  information,  by  which  his  innocence 
might  be  proved :  fuch  conduct  was  always  a  ftrong  pre- 
sumption of  guilt,  nor  could  the  noble  lord's  objection  to 
produce  the  letters  anfwer  his  purpofe ;  for  thole  he  well 
knew  were  not  private,  they  were  public  addrefles,  and  ihould 
%e  open  for  the  infpeftion  of  Parliament*  He  was,  how- 
•ever,  not  unwilling  to  believe  his  lordfhip  when  he  profeifed 
hie  own  perfonal  good  intention ;  perhaps  he  might  be  igno- 
rant of  the  partialities  that  were  pra&ifed  ;  yet  thofe  did  ne- 
vertheless exift,  as  he  had  every  reafon  for  believing,  parti- 
cularly in  one  inflance,  mentioned  in  a  letter  juft  put  into 
Us  hands ;  the  writer  of  which  he  would  not  now  uame  • 
having  no  exprefs  permiffion  to  do  fo,  but  fhould  have  that 
liberty  he  doubted  not  to-morrow  or  next  day  ;  mean-time 
be  could  affure  the  Houfe  he  was  aperfon  of  importance  and 
vefponfibility..  He  read  here  a  letter,  in  which  the  writer 
complained  of  having  applied  fo  early  as  lad  November  to 
fcave  a  part  of  the  loan,  for  which  he  had  laid  by  50,000]. 
and  had  not  had  a  fingle  (hilling  of  the  fubfeription  allotted 
to  him.  This  gentleman  had  long  been  a  fubferiber,  and 
had  been  one  of  thofe  that  fuffered  by  the  fubfeription  falling 
in  its  price  fb  confide rab I y  as  it  did,  four  years  ago.  He 
was  nowalfo  in  the  trueft  fenfe  of  the  words,  a  fuiterer,  bc- 
caufe  having  really  prepared  the  money  to  anfwer  the  event, 
he  had  loft  the  intereft  of  it.  In  the  letter  the  writer  fup- 
pofed  the  noble  lord  had  omitted  his  name,  in  order  to  give  a 
preference  to  fome  perfon  more  convenient  to  him  in  Parlia- 
fj&ent.   This,  he  faid,  evinced  that  men  out  of  doors  thought 

H  h  3  that 
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that  the  noble  lord  ufed  the  opportunity  of  Attributing  a 
loan  to  the  favourite  purpofe  of  extending  the  influence  of 
the  Crown. 

The  noble  lord  had  declared,  that  more  than  five  and  a 
half  [kt  cent,  would  be  too  much  for  the  money-lenders, 
and  yet  i1.*:  premium  on  fcript  was  this  day  nine  and  a  half 
per  cent.  The  Houfe,  he  faid,  knew  well  how  to  value  a 
declaration  of  impartiality,  accompanied  with  surefufalto 
difclofe  the  means  of  proving  the  gteateft  partiality.  He 
faid,  that  the  conduct  of  members  of  Parliament,  who  had 
fhares  in  the  ufurious  new  loan  was  mod  barefaced  and 
ihameful.  It  was  fuch  a  conduit  as  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon  would  not  be  guilty  of  himfelf,  however  he 
might  encourage  it  in  others. 

It  could  not  now  be  faid,  that  the  affairs  of  the  people  are 
fafe  in  the  hands  of-  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  becaufe  that 
Houfe  and  their  conftituents  had  one  common  intereft  :  for 
twelve  millions  of  money  were  to  be  borrowed  at  the  mod 
enormous  intereft,  and  borrowed  from  members  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  fo  that  that  maxim  of  the  reprefentatives  and  re- 
prefented  having  one  and  the  fame  intereft,  was  reverfed: 
for  the  more  money  is  fqueezed  out  of  the  people,  the 
higher  intereft  can  the  miniller  afford  to  give  to  their  repre- 
fentatives  for  the  ufe  of  their  money.  The  four  hundred 
and  eighty  thoufand  pounds,  out  of  which  the  roinifter  had 
foffered  the  nation  to  be  cheated,  was  equal  to  one  Shilling 
in  the  pound  land-tax.  He  was  exceedingly  forry  to  fee  the 
noble  lord  obje£t  to  the  motion,  fince  it  feemed  to  be  his  in- 
clination to  fandtify  the  fufpicions  that  had  arifen  in  the 
breafts  of  men  againft  that  Houfe.  When  it  was  faid,  that 
the  terms  of  the  loan  were  extravagantly  high,  and  that 
much  more  leafonable  terms  could  have  been  procured,  the 
noble  lord  was  fup ported  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  who 
were  fubferibers  to  that  loan,  and  who  abandoned  their  duty 
as  truftees  for  the  fake  of  their  intereft  as  money  -lenders. 
They  had  voted  to  take  the  money  out  of  the  pockets  of 
*  their  conftituents  to  put  it  into  their  own,  and  had  made  bad 
terms  for  the  people,  in  order  to  make  good  terms  for  them* 
felves.  This  was  the  fufpicion  the  noble  lord  juftified  by 
withholding  the  means  of  information.  He  wifhed  the 
Houfe  to  agree  with  the  prefent  motion,  to  refcue  Parliar 
ment  from  the  ignominy  of  facrificing  the  intereft  of  tho 
country  to  their  own. 

The 
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The  noble  lord  had  faid,  that  if  members  of  Parliament 
were  in  the  lift  of  fubfcribers,  they  owed  nothing  to  par- 
tiality ;  but  furely  the  cafe  of  members  of  Parliament,  and 
other  men,  cannot  admit  of  a  com  pari  Ton,  For  the  confti- 
tuents  were  to  pay  for  the  loan  ;  the  representatives,  as  fub- 
fcribers, were  to  gain  by  it ;  and  as  they  voted  the  money 
of  their  conflituents  out  of  their  pockets  into  their  own,  it 
could  not  be  faid,  that  they  would  fupport  the  interefls  of 
the  people  againft  their  own  :  but  by  forgetting  their  duty 
in  the  capacity  of  parliamentary  delegates, .  and  acYmg  upon 
the  impulfe  of  their  capacity  of  money-lenders,  they  would 
betray  their  truft,  and  fet  up  their  own  interelt  in  oppofition 
to  that  of  their  conftituents. 

Lord  North  faid,  that  as  to  the  bargain  which  the  mo-  Lor&Xortb. 
ney-lenders  had  gotten,  he  confeffed  he  felt  it  to  be  too 
good,  and  he  was  very  forry  for  it ;  it  was  more  than  he 
could  have  forefeen,  and  more  than  he  would  have  con  Tented 
to,  if  he  could  have  forefeen  what  had  happened.  But  as  to 
the  extraordinary  premium  of  480,000!.  that  gentlemen  faid 
had  been  gained  by  the  fubfcribers,  he  could  not  admit  that 
"fo  much  could  be  gained,  when  the  twelve  millions  fhould 
have  been  fairly  brought  into  market ;  that  circum (lance 
would  undoubtedly  lower  the  premium  very  considerably. 
With  regard  to  the  idea  of  extending  the  influence  of  the 
crown  by  means  of  a  loan,  if  that  argument  was  to  be  tried 
by  the  teft  of  the  prefent  loan,  he  believed  it  would  be  found 
that  he  had  made  more  enemies  than  friends  by  the  lift  lent 
to  the  bank ;  for  though  he  was  not  confeious  of  having  been 
at  all  to  blame,  or  of  having  acted  in  the  leaft  with  partia- 
lity, he  was  pretty  certain,  that  the  number  of  perfons  Who 
were  extremely  angry  with  him  for  letting  them  have  fo  little  . 
of  the  loan,  was  confulerably  greater  than  the  number  of  . 
thofe  who  were  thankful  for  what  he  had  given  them. 

Mr.  Huflcy  faid,  he  had  only  a  few  words  to  fay  concern-  Mr.  Hujfo0 
ing  Lord  North's  declaration,  that  he  was  forry  at  the  ad* 
vanced  premium  on  the  omnium.  He  was  the  firft  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  he  believed,  in  the  annals  of  England, 
who  expreffed  a  forrow  at  the  public  credit  of  his  country* 
Was  this  fit  language  for  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ? 
If  the  fubfcribers  got  nine  and  a  half  per  cent,  at  market  for 
the  new  loan,  why  fhould' the  noble  lord  be  forry,  when  it 
was  a  proof  of  the  ftabilitv  of  the  national  credit  ?  The 
noble  lord  had  faid,  that  it  the  fubfcribers  fhould  bring  the 
wfjple  loan  to  market,  the  premium  would  fall  ccnfiderably  ; 

but 
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but  was  it  for  fear  of  fiich  a  cataftrophe,  that  they  kept  their 
flock  at  home  ?  No,  certainly,  hut  becaufe  they  knew  they 
could  make  more  of  it,  by  waiting  fome  time* 
Vor&North.  Lord  Nvnb  declared,  that  he  never  intended  to  imply  that 
he  was  forry  the  funds  had  rifen  ;  juft  the  contrary;  all  he 
meant  was,  he  was  forry  that  he  had  not  forefeen  that  they 
would  rife,  and  that  the  loan  would  bear  fo  high  a  premium, 
that  he  might  have  made  a  better  bargain.  God  knew,  it 
would  give  him  infinite  fatisfa&ion,  it  the  funds  in  general 
rofe  in  a  much  greater  proportion  than  nine  percent. 
Wr.  T.  Mr.  T.  Town/hend  did  not  fee  how  the  Houfe  could  avoid 

T*w»fiend.  agreeing  to  the  motion  before  them,  whether  he  confidered 
the  obligation  of  the  Houfe  to  maintain  their  honour,  or  to 
do  their  duty  to  their  conftituents.  He  was  aftoniraed  to 
hear  that  noble  lord  talking  of  hisefcrutoires,  and  his  bureau. 
They  were  the  public  treafury  of  the  kingdom.  The  noble 
lord  declared  he  was  impartial,  but  refuted  the  means  by 
which  alone  his  impartiality  could  be  evinced.  Let  tho 
names  of  fuch  fubferibers  as  were  rejected  be  compared 
for  refponfibiHty  with  the  names  of  thofe  who  were  admitted; 
and,  on  the  whole,  let  the  principles  be  fairly  pointed  out  on 
which  a  preference  was  given  to  the  latter.  Could  any  thing 
be  fairer  than  this,  or  more  candid  ?.  He  laughed  at  the  im- 
portance of  Mr.  Robinfon,  who  was  obliged  to  leave  the  bn* 
fmefs  in  queftion  in  thetands  of  Mr.  Atkinfon,  and  to  com* 
down  to  manage  the  affairs  of  that  Houfe.  To  be  fure,  it 
mull  be  owned,  his  prefence  in  this  Houfe  is  almoft  as  ne- 
cf  flary  as  that  of  the  noble  Lord.  He  was  going  to  fav,  that 
the  noble  Lord  and  he,  form  almoft  a  majority  in  this  (ioofe. 
The  noble  Lord  commits  the  management  of  the  loan  to 
Mr.  Robinfon,  and  Mr.  Robinfon  to  Mr.  Atkinfon,  who 
would  very  probably  be  one  day  at  the  noble  Lord's  fide  in 
that  Houfe ;  an  event  which  he  fmcerely  wifhed  for,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  fo  univerfal  a  genius; 
for,  on  all  emergencies,  there  was  no  other  name  to  be  heard 
than  Mr.  Atkinfon.  Do  you  want  tranfports?  Apply  to 
Mr.  Atkinfon.  Do  you  want  rum  ?  Mr.  Atkinfon  will  find 
it.  Do  you  want  provifions  ?  and  fo  on— There  is  no  doing 
without  Mr.  Atkinfon. 

He  affirmed  that  there  had  not  been  any  thing  like  a  rea- 
fon  orlcred  tor  not  agreeing  to.  the  motion,  befides  what  had 
been  urged  by  Sir  Richard  Suttcn,  and  that  ground  feemed 
to  be  abandoned,  as  indeed  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  fVkHbrttd  faid  he  acquitted  the  noble  lord,  and  the  Mr.  rrbih 
honourable  gentleman  near  hi  id,  of  any  theleaftirnpropiiety  t-reaJ. 
in  their  conduft  xeipe&ing.  the  loan ;  but  faid  fome  regula- 
tion was  necefTarv,  ftating  a  cafe  of  a  friend  of  his,  who  had 
been  a  fubferiber  for  years,  and  a  considerable  lofer  four  \ears 

X,  who  was  pafled  unnoticed  this  year,  though  he  had  ap- 
d  early*  He  informed  the  Houie,  that  the  prefent  loan 
was  the  propotal  of  Mr.  Ewer,  deputy  governor  of  tine 
.Bank.  He  faid  that  his  opinion  had  been  aflced  four  years 
ago,  whether  the  citizens  would  make  good  their  bargain,  ac 
the  omnium  had  fallen  two  or  three  per  cent,  below  pai  > 
that  hra  anfwer  had  been,  fe<  Don't  be  afraid  ;  tfce  citizens  of 
London  are  men  of  good  faith  ;  they  will  not  break  their 
word,  if  the  loan  fhould  fink  even  ten  per  cent."  The 
event,  he  faid,  proved  his  opinion  of  his  fellow-citizens  to 
be  a  juit  one,  for  every  {hilling  of  the  depofits  was  regularly 
paid. 

Mr.  Eiber  faid,  as  the  honourable  gentlemtm  had  fo  parti-  Mr.  Ever} 
cularly  alluded  to  him,  he  would  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a 
few  words ;  but  be  felt  himfelf  in  great  difficulty  how  to  ex- 
plain the  matter  alluded  to.  He  declared,  that  at  the  time 
of  the  meeting  with  Lord  North,  to  fettle  the  terms  of  the 
loan,  he  verily  believed  no  gentleman  prefent  had  an  idea 
that  the  loan  would  tear  any  fuch  premium  as  was  at  prefent 
the  market  price;  he  was  fure,  if  they  had,  they  would 
gladly  have  made  a  lower  bargain ;  but  that  when  he  pro- 
pofed  the  prefent  terms,  the  noble  lord  well  knew  they  were 
by  much  the  heft  for  the  public  that  had  been  offered,  and 
that  moA  of  the  perlbns  prefent  thought  tliem  too  di  ('advan- 
tageous on  their  parts.  Indeed,  when  a  loan  of  12, 000,0c ol. 
was  to  go  to  increafe  the  funds  in  the  full  fum  of 
2l^OOO,COol.  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  but  they  fliould 
fink  immediately.  With  regard  to  the  lift,  he  ohferved, 
that  it  took  longer  time  to  make  out  than  former  lifts,  on 
account  of  the  greater  number  of  fubferibers ;  laft  year  the 
.number  was  fix  hundred  only,  and  this  year  it  was  fifteen 
hundred.  The  lift,  however,  was,  he  declared,  fem  to  the 
Bank  on  Friday  evening. 

Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  an  expreffion  had  dropped  from  the  Mr.  Sheri- 
noble  lord,  which,  to  his  furpriie,  had  not  l*-en  taken  up  by  <k». 
any  gentleman.  The  noble  lord  had  faid,  "  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  that  he  had  made  more  enemies  than  friends 
by  the  lift  he  had  fent  to  the  Bank,"  as  it  ferved  to  make 
him  believe  that  the  noble  lord  wa*  coming  over  to  tlie  opi- 
nion 
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nion  of  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  who  had  brought  in  a 
bill  lately  to  regulate  the  civil  eftablifhment,  and  had  con- 
tended that  taking  away  from  the  minifEqr  the  power  of  be- 
llowing great  pecuniary  emoluments  by  loans,  &c.  and  of 
appointing  to  placers,  would  ftrengthefi  the -true  and  proper 
influence  of  the  crown,  remove  a  very  heavy  clog  from  the 
,  heel  of  government,  and  affift  the  progrefs  of  its  operations. 
By  the  noble  lord's  complaining  that  the  prefent  loan  had 
.  made  him  enemies,  if  his  lordfliip  was  fincere  in  his  prefent 
declaration,  it  Would  not  be  at  all  furprifing,  if,  in  a  few 
days,  the  noble  lord  Ihould  bring  in  a  bill  for  abolishing  aS 
thofe  places,  left,  by  keeping  them  up,  and  making  enerniet 
to  government  by  them,  he  ihould  deftroy  the  influence  of 
the  crown  ! 

On  the  divifion,  the  numbers  were,  ' 
Ayes  106 

Noes  137 

ifr.  Bjng.  Mr.  Syng  then  moved  "  That  there  be  laid  n  before  this 
Homfe  copies  of  all  letters  and  lifts  received  by  any  of  the 
<rommiffioners,  or  either  of  the  fecretaries  of  his  Majegy'g 
-treafory,  from  perfons  applying  to  become  fubfcribers  to  the 
laid  loan,  with  the  anfwers  fent  thereto."  It  pafled  in  the 
negative  without  a  divifion. 

March  13. 
No  debate. 

March  14. 
■ffc.Creiuc.      Mr.  Crewe  renewed, his  motion  of  laft  feffion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  difqualifying  cuftom-houfe  officers,  and 
others  therein  described,  from  voting  for  members  of  Par- 
liament.    Leave  was  given  for  bringing  in  the  bill. 
5ir  P.  7.         Sir  P.  J.  Gierke  then  moved  the  order  of  the  dav  for  the 
Gierke.        Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  dif- 
qualifying contradkors  of  a  certain  defcription  from  fitting 
in  that  Houfe. 
Lord  ikan-       Lord  Rcauchamp  obferved,  that  the  Houfe  had  met  in  ex- 
cbavip.        peculation  of  entering  upon  other  bufinefs ;  that  consequent- 
ly if  any  debate   fhould  arife,  the  Houfe  would  be  difap- 
pointed.     He  therefore  fubmitted  it  to  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, whether  it  might  not  be  as  well  to  poitponethe  bill 
to  another  day  ? 
tf r  P.  7.  Sir  P.  7-  Cierke  faid,  if  it  was  intended  that  this  bill  Ihould 

CM*.  rneet  its  fate,  it  was  very  little  matter  how  foon  it  received  it ; 
and  if  gentlemen  were  inclined  to  have  more  taxes  laid  upou 
them,  they  would  put  off  the  order  for  going  into  his  bill  to 

another 
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another  day :  he  had  no  objection  to  this,  but  he  hoped  that 
the  fioble  Lord  would  fufler  his  bill  to  live  again.     In  confe-, 

Soence  of  which  the  commitment  of  the  bill  was  deferred  till 
le  21ft. 

TAXES. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee of  fupply. 

Lord  North  aflured  the  honourable  baronet  on  the  other  Lord: Vortl 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  no  gentleman  in  the  committee  could 
be  more  difmclined  to  bear  the  burden  of  new  taxes  than 
he  was  to  impofe  them.  It  was  a  very  irkfome,  a  very  difa- 
greeable,  and  in  the  prefent  inftance,  when  lb  large  a  fum 
was  to  be  provided  for,  a  fomewhat  difficult  tafk.  But 
though  it  was  irkforneand  difagreeable,  it  was  neceflary,  and 
it  was  his  duty  in  that  Houfe.  He  had,  however,  the  lefs  to 
fay  on  that  head,,  the  money  being  already  borrowed,  or  bar- 
gained for,  the  annual  intereft  ot  which  was  the  provifion 
which  the  propofed  taxes  were  meant  to  procure. 

Before  He  proceeded  to  fubmit  the  taxes  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Houfe,  he  begged  to  make  an  obfervation  or  two 
on  fome  expreflions  which  came  out  in  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bate the  laft  time  he  had  the  honour  to  addrefs  the  commit* 
tee.  He  was  then  afked,  jnore  than  once,  from  the  oppoiite 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  whether  he  intended  to  apply  the  annui- 
ties, which  had  fallen  in  at  Chriftmas  laft,  to  make  a  provi- 
fion for  any  part  of  the  loan  of  the  prefent  year?  And  it 
was  added  from  the  fame  quarter,  "  becaufe  if  he  did,  it  was 
Ci  thought  proper  to  remind  him,  that  it  Would  be  a  mifap- 
4*  plication  of  the  proper  revenues  defigned  to  augment  the 
"  finking  fund,  and  of  courfe  would  amount  to  a  breach  ot 
"  public  faith  ;  it  would  be  diverting  the  monies  properly 
M  belonging  to  that  fund  to  ufes  for  which  it  was  never  in- 
'«  tended ;  it  would  defeat  the  very  ends  for  which  the  Ju  id 
*•  was  firft  created  and  eftablifhed  ;  and  it  would  be  at  the 
*•  fame  time  rendering  the  fecurity  of  thofe  who  had  l?nt 
u  their  money  on  the  credit  of  that  fund  more  doubtful  and 
u  precarious." 

Thefe  obje&ions  deferved  an  anfwer,  and  he  would  give 
each  of  them  the  heft  in  his  power. 

The  annuities  which  had  fallen  in  amounted  to  190,000!. 
and  at  the  time  he  opened  the  terms  of  the  loan  to  the  enm- 
m  it  tee,  he  wifhed  to  feel  the  Houfe  whether  or  not,  as  for  as 
that  annual  fum  went,  they  would  prefer  it  as  a  provifion  in 
p3rt  for  the  payment  of  the  new  annuities,  or  whether  they 
would  prefer  new  taxes  to  that  amounfc 

Vol.  ».  I  i  As 


**  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781 

As  well  as  he  could  judge,  the  Houfe  feemed  to  prefer  new 
taxes.  If  it  was  other  wile,  he  was  mifraken  ;  but  as  the  Houfe 
iliewed  no  direct  inclination  to  appropriate  the  annuities  which 
had  fallen  in,  he  imagined  he  was  well  warranted  in  propofing 
new  taxes  in  their  place,  and  letting  the  old  annuities  go  to 
augment  the  finking  fund. 

When  he  fa  id  this,  however,  he  begged  leave  to  be  under- 
ftood  as  confulting  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  yet  not  altogether 
falling  in  with  the  ideas  urged  from  gentlemen  who  declared 
themlel  ves  of  this  opinion.  For  although  he  acknowledged  the 
propriety  of  doing  every  thing  towards  augmenting  the  product 
of  the  finking  fund,  becaufe  he  forefaw  that  great  and-figoal 
benefit  might  be  derived  from  it  by  applying  that  produce  to 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt,  he  was  far  from  acquiefcing 
in  the  arguments  urged  in  order  to  prove  that  the  application 
of  the  190,0001.  towards  the  payment  of  the  new  annuities, 
would  amount  to  a  breach  of  faith  with  the  public  creditors. 
He  was  clearly  of  a  contrary  opinion.    He  thought  the  public 
creditors  ha  J  no  demand  whatever  upon  that  fum,  either  di- 
rect or  implied.    Certain  perfons  had  lent  their  money  upon  a 
perpetual  and  a  temporary  annuity  ;  the  latter  had  -/alien  in, 
the  former  remained ;  confequently,  whatever  was  'defignei 
for  the  payment  of  the  temporary  annuity  reverted  again  to 
the  public  to  make  whatever  ufe  they  might  think  proper  of. 
The  ufe  now  made  of  it  came  clearly  within  that  defcription, 
and  the  finking  fund  might  be  employed  to  the  moil  beneficial 
purpofes  in  lightening  the  public  burdens.     That  was,  how-' 
ever,  at  prefent,  an  obje6t  of  mere  fpeculation,  not  perhaps 
worthy  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Houfe;  but  he  men- 
tioned it  now,  merely  in  the  firft  place  to  /hew  that  he  did  not 
think  the  public  creditors  had  any  demand  upon  the  annuity 
thus  fallen  in,  and  likewife,  though  no  operation  of  finance 
was  now  made  upon  that  annuity,  it  was  not  becaufe  Parlia* 
ment  had  no  right,  or  could  not  with  propriety  take  it  and  em- 
ploy it  to  that  pur  pole,  but  becaufe  it  was  not  netefiary,  and 
that  new  taxes,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  were  preferred  to  it} 
for  fliil,  at  any  future  period,  Parliament  were  competent  to 
apply  it  in  the  cafe  of  future  exigencies,  if  they  ihould  think 
proper  fo  to  do. 

Lie  laid  that  the  application  wasaqueftion  of  prudence  and 
discretion,  not  of  juilice  or  of  honour.  It  was  by  his  atten- 
tion to  that  queftion  that  he  had  refolved  not  to  apply  the  fum 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  and  not  becaufe  he  thought  that  ht 
had  not  a  right  to  do  fo.  It  was  different  from  the  ufual  fuons 
accruing  to  the  finking  fund,  and  which  the  policy  cf  Parlia- 
ment 
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went  would  preferve  as  the  means  of  diminishing  and  finally 
of  extinguiflxing  the  capital.     But  the  public  would  always 
think  they  had  a  right  toexpeft  relief  from  new  taxes,  when  a 
large  funx  accrued  by  the  extinction  of  a  debt,  or  the  expira- 
tion of  a  term.     On  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  he  did 
tuft  refort  to  this  fum  ;  for  at  this  time,  though  it  might  be 
con fiftent  with  faith,  and  with  ju (lice  and  right,  it  might  not 
be  altogether  confident  with  prudence  and  difcretion. 

His  Lordfliip  reminded  the  committee,  that  he  had  pro  mi  fed 
to  fubmit  to  their  confideration  efficient  and  fahftantial  taxes, 
itich  as  had  been  tried  and  found  to  an  Twer,  and  luch,  of 
courfe,  as  the  public  creditors  might  fee u rely  truft  to;  and  alio 
that  they  fhould  be  general  taxes  to  be  railed  upon  the  body 
of  the  people  at  large,  and  upon  the  beft  of  all  funds,  that  of 
internal  con  fum  pt  ion.  He  meant  too,  that  they  fhould  be  fo 
laid  as  to  affect  the  luxuries,  and  avoid  the  conveniences  and 
afrual  ncceffaries  of  life  as  much  as  poflible.  In  great  opera- 
tions, when  large  fums  were  wanted  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
flate,  partial  taxes,  however  promifmg,  were  precarious,  be- 
caufe,  whatever  the  objedt  was  on  which  the  tax  was  laid,  it 
night  perhaps  be  difpenfed  with  ;  or  if  not,  the  promifed 
produce  greatly  leflened,  indeed  beyond  all  expectation.  In 
general  confurhption  it  was  the  very  reverfe ,  a  few  might  re- 
trench,' but  it  would  be  ever  a  few.  Befides,  when  the  duty 
impofed  was  trivial,  it  removed  all  temptation,  fo  that  in  con-* 
£dering  the  fyftem  of  taxation,  as  a  neceflary  evil,  in  a  country 
like  this,  he  fhould  ever  think  that  fpecies  of  duties  the  beft, 
Which  went  to  articles  of  general  and  internal  confumption, 
and  when  they  were  not  fo  heavy  as  to  affedr.  the  commerce, 
nor  fo  framed  as  to  fall  on  particular  descriptions  of  men. 
He  fhould  then  think  that  the  real  principle  and  end  of  taxa- 
tion was  preferved,  that  of  its  being  equal  and  produ&ive. 
The  firft  tax  he  faid  he  would  propoie,  was, 
*.'  An  additional  fiue  per  cent,  on  the  duties  cfexcife,  excepting 
the  brewery,  hides,  foap  and  candles." 

,  By  this  he  meant  the  nett  produce,  clear  of  all  the  expen- 
oes  of v  colle&ion,  and  every  other  expence  and  defalcation 
whatever. 

.  This  was  a  duty  which,  by  the  experience  of  two  years,  we 
knew  to  he  productive;  and  by  the  effeft  which  that  tax  had 
had  in  its  operation,  there  was  the  moft  probable  and  convin- 
cing proof  of  its  propriety.  It  had  been  borne  by  the  fubjeft 
without  complaint ;  it  had  not,  in  any  one  article,  diminished - 
the  confumption ;  and  it  was,  upon  the  whole,  one  of  the 

I  i  a  moft 
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mo'ft  eligible,  becaufe  it  was  one  of  the  mod  evefrf  and  leaft 
burthen  Tome  duties  that  could  be  laid. 

In  the  year  1 779,  be  proposed  a  fimilar  tax,  and  found  that 
it  was  not  only  productive  but  that  it  had  been  borne  without 
inconvenience  to  any  of  the  articles,  or  any  of  the  fubjeclsat 
fefted  by  it;  he  fhould  compute  the  prefent  at  the  fame  fun, 
though  it  might  produce  more ;  and  experience  had  taught 
him  that  he  was  well  warranted  in  doing  fo. 

To  explain  what  he  meant,  it  would  be  neceffary  for  hirft  to 
go  fome.what  into  detail.  In  the  tax  of  1779,-  beer,  foap,  can- 
dles and  hides, .  had  been  excepted  out  of  the  tax  of  five  per 
cent,  becaufe  thofe  taxes  would  be  drawn  chiefly  from  the 
lower  and  laborious  orders  of  the  people.  The  laft  year  he 
had  propofed  a  tax  upon  the  private  brewery,  or  upon  malt 
ufed  in  the  private  brewery,  of  6d.  per  bufhel,  which,  as  faras 
he  could  learn,  turned  out  extremely  productive.  He  had 
likewife  added  a  tax  of  five  per  cent  on  the  produce  of  that 
tax,  fo  that  beer  brewed  in  the  private  brewery  had  two  mait 
taxes  upon  it,  and  the  public  malt-tax  of  1779,  amounted  to 
fifteen  per  cent. 

When  this  duty  was  laid  two  years  ago,  the  brewery  had 
been  omitted,  and  there,  were  feveral  reafohs  why  it  Jliould  fiill 
be  fo.  The  committee  would  reflect,  that  he  had  already  fa- 
ted that  the  feveral  articles  in  the  brewefy  had  been  liable  to 
the  additional  duty.  There  had  been  five  per  cent  on  the  hops, 
five  per  cent,  on  the  fifteen-penny  malt,  and  five  per  cent,  on 
the  eight-fhilling  beer ;  and  he  knew  if  he  put  even  a  fraflion 
of  a  farthing  on  ftrong  beer,  that  commodity  would  beraifed 
an  halfpenny,  fo  that  the  tax  muft  come  immediately  to  the  lip 
of  the  confumer,  and  that  too  in  no  proportion  to  the  fum  that 
would  come  into  the  public  coffers.  The  two  taxes  which  he 
had  mentioned  affected  (he  would  allow  in  a  fmall  degree)  the 
common  brewer,  but  the  low  price  of  barley  enabled  him  to 
brew  as  good  beer  under  the  trifling  encreafe  now,  and  a  better 
than  he  could  a  few  years  back  (three  or  four)  before  the  ad- 
ditional duties  were  impofed;  but  fuppofing  now  that  he 
ihould  propofe  a  tax  only  of  half  a  crown  or  lefs  a  barrel,  the 
brewer  would  probably  raife  the  price  to  the  confumer  an  half- 
penny per  pot,  fo  that  if  a  neceflity  fliould  hereafter  arifs  for 
laying  an  additional  duty  upon  ftrong  beer,  the  brewer  would 
ftand  in  the  place  of  the  Aate. 

But  that  was  not  all;  the  brewer,  if  a  fmall  duty  were  ira- 

fed,  would  either  raife  the  beer  an  halfpenny  per  pot,  or  he 

;d  effect  his  purpofe  in  another,  though  a  more  indircfi 

»r.    At  all  events,  as  applying  to  the  people,  or  as  a  mere 

I  of  finance,  he  thought  it  much  better,  as  he  had  done 

in 
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in  ijjfy  to  exempt  the  ftrong  beer  out  of  the  excifes,  to  pre- 
vent either  the  commodity  from  being  of  a  worfe  kind,  or  in 
cafe  of  a  rife,  to  prevent  the  brewers  from  raifing  on  the 
toiifumer  what  more  properly  belonged  to  the  ftate;  for  up- 
on computation  it  was  found,  that  only  one  halfpenny  per 
pot  would  raiie  a  fum  no  lefs  than  one  million  per  annum 
from  the  people. 

As  to  the  duties  upon  candles,  foap,  and  leather,  he  omit- 
ted them  like  wife:  when  the  lall  five  per  cent,  was  laid  on, 
they  would  certainly  produce  a  very  con fider able  fum ;  but 
here,  as  in  the  tax  upon  beer,  he.  was  cautious  on  two  ac- 
counts; he  wifhed  that  the  general  tax  ihould  prefs  but 
as  little  at  poffible,  where  the  objedr.  to  be  taxed  came  within 
the  defcription  of  the  neceflaries  of  life;  but  more  particular- 
ly, when  the  duty  impofed,  be  it  ever  fo  trifling,  would  be 
raifed  in  a  three  or  four-fold  degree  upon  the  conlumer. 

Thefe.  werd  articles  fo  neceflary  to  man u failure,  and  which 
came  immediately  upon  the  poor;  the  additional  duty  oti 
thefe  articles  would  produce  a  very  fmall  fum  to  the  exche- 
quer, but  a  duty  Would  give  a  pretence  for  raifing  the  price 
of  the  commodities  to  the  purchafer.  It  had  therefore  been 
the  policy  of  Parliament,  ever  fince  the  reign  of  King  Wil- 
liam, to  except  thefe  articles  from  additional  duties.  The 
whole  duty  oh  thefe  articles  would  amount  to  no  more  than 
32,000!.  and  for  this  fum  the  public  would  be  taxed,  no 
doubt,  to  a  very  confiderable  amount. 

.  Upon  thpfe  general  ideas,  as  well  as  the  particular  reafons 
which  he  had  mentioned,  he  meant,  with  the  con  fen  t  of  the 
committee,  to  exempt  beer,  foap,  leather,  and  candles,  from 
the  irnpoiition  of  five  per  cent,  meant  to  be  laid  upon  all  other 
excifeable  commodities;  and  as  this  tax  had  been  already 
tried,  and  was  found  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  fums  with  which 
it  had  been  charged  the  laft  year,  he  would  in  full  confidence 
take  it  for  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.' 

For  the  old  five  per  cent,  on  all  the  duties  of  excife>  ex* 
cepting  the  articles  which  he  had  named,  pro- 
duced —  —  —  £.  185,000 
The  five  per  cents  that  were  laid  on  lafl  year 

amounted  to  —  —  —  4C0C0 


From  which  there  were  to  deduct  the  five  per  cents 
laid  on  fifteen  penny  malt,  andjkvhich  came  to  75»oco 

/.  150,000 
So 
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So  that  the  new  additional  duty  of  fire  percent,  would  evi- 
dently and  certainly  produce  150,000!.  towards  the  fnm  that 
was  wanted. 

The  next  obje&  of  taxation  was  the  cuftomc,  which  he 
meant  like  wife  to  compote  at  the  nett  produce.  When  the 
kve  per  cent,  was  impofed,  he  took  the  grofs  receipt,  which 
amounted  to  about  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  nett  it* 
ceipt.  Upon  this  point,  though  he  did  not  find  himfelf  em- 
barral&d,  he  was  afraid  he  /hould  not  be  able  to  make  him- 
felf To  perfectly  understood  as  he  could  wifh,  becaufe  the 
computations  M  fhould  nece Airily  be  obliged  to  make,  would 
appear  rather  complex  and  intricate  to  the  committee. 

The  nett  produce  of  the  cuftoms,  after  all  deductions, 
drawbacks,  &c.  amounted  to  2,391,66;  1.  He  faid  that  arc* 
formation  was  confidered  as  neceflary  in  the  mode  of  collec- 
tion of  the  cuftom-houfe  revenue.  In  its  prefent  from  it  was 
Ipaded  with  many  difficulties  and  emharraffinents,  and  gare 
{o  much  trouble  both  to  the  colle&ors,  and  to  the  merchants, 
that  it  had  longbeen  confidered  as  a  very  neceflary  fubjed  of 
reformation.  Thefe  difficulties  arofe  from  the  variety  of  du* 
ties,  fubfidies,  and  impofts  that  had  been  laid  from  time  to 
time,  the  many  diftinft  heads  on  which  every  duty  was  to  be 
collected,  and  alfo  on  account  of  the  difcounts  which  wen 
allowed  under  various  acts,  and  under  various  heads.  So 
complex  a  fyflem  was  it,  as  to  be  liable  to  innumerable  er- 
rors ;  indeed  it  was  fo  much  fo,  that  the  merchant,  who  was 
to  pay  the  duties,  hardly  knew  what  he  had  a  right  to  ay, 
or  thofe  who  were  to  collect  the  duty  ^That  to  charge.  It 
was  fuch  a  complicated  piece  of  machinery,  that  almoft  eve* 
ry  thing  concerning  it  was  tranfa£ked  in  the  dark.  If  it  was 
fo  under  the  eye  of  the  board,  it  was  ftill  worfe  in  the  out- 
ports,  where  every  thing  led  to  confufion.  A  fmall  error 
luegnt  an  hundred  more,  and  there  was  more  time  loft  in  cor-r 
reding  the  errors  of  others,  than  in  tranfafting  the  real  bo- 
finefs.  There  were  fo  many  drawbacks,  bounties,  difcounts, 
&c.  that  no  one  man  could  fairly  fay  he  was  a  mailer  of  the 
fubject;  feveral  attempts  had  been  made  to  Amplify  this  conn  . 
plex  bufinefs,  but  in  vain ;  much  ftill  depended  upon  chance, 
and  great  exertions  of  abilities  and  induftry  were  called  for, 
but  they  fcarcely  ever  proved  fuccefsful.  tylany  ingenious 
men  had  turned  their  thoughts  to  it,  and  the  difficultly 
of  the  collector  were  confiderably  removed  by  the  books 
of  rates  that  had  been  publifhed;  yet  they  could  not  le 
depended  upon  in  all  cafes,    though  they  certainly  were 

of 
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of  ufe  in  proving  the  truth  of  the  work.  Several  plans  hod 
been  thought  of,  to  remove  the  inconveniencies  in  this  re- 
fpeft.  One  was  by  confolidating  the  cuftoms,  and.  reducing. 
•he  feveral  duties  into  one.  Another  mode  that  was  thought 
?f  was,  by  fimplifying  the  duties,  and  abolishing  the  diC* 
;ounts,  which  were  the  chief  caufes  of  the*difficult:es  and  er- 
rors. Such  a  plan  he  trufted  would  be  thought  of,  and  pre* 
Tented  to  Parliament  for  their  approbation.  In  ihs  mean 
Lime  he  propofed,  inilead  of  laying  an  additional  duty  of  five 
per  cent,  on  the  cuftoms,  to  propoie,  as  one  of  the  duties  for 
producing  the  annuity  wanted, 

Toflrike  off  and  aboliflj  the  difcounts  in  the  cujlms ;  this  he  cal- 
culated to  he  equal  to  a  duty  offrjen  per  cyit. 

In  thecuftoms  the  diicounts  formed  a  very  material  objedt, 
this  was  what  principally  he  meant  to  make  his  operation 
upon. 

This  operation  of  finance,  while  its  profefled  objeft  was 
the  raifing  a  certain  fum  of  money  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftate, 
would,  he  trufted,  as  a  beginning,  aflift  in  fimplifying  an 
abftrule  iiudv.  It  was  a  beginning,  and  he  hoped,  would 
prove  an  ufeful  one ;  at  all  events  it  would  tend  to  remove 
fome  of  the  obftacles,  and,  he  made  no  doubt,  would,  in  the 
end,  lead  to  fomething  more  clear  and  fpecific. 

As  he  obferved  before,  there  was  this  duty  paid — that  fum 
drawn  back — this  iecurity  given — that  tax  modified  or  in- 
creafed:  this  created  fractions  without  number;  there  were  five 
eighths  of  four  fifths,  and  fon  on  ad  infinitum.  Thefe  were 
again  fpilt,  compounded,  and  de-compounded,  till  the  mind 
was  bewildered — till  it  was  almoit  impoffible  to  know  what 
to  charge  on  one  hand,  or  what  to  deduft  out  of  that  charge 
on  the  other.  If  any  thing  could  add  to  this  prrplexity,  it 
was  the  nature  of  the  feveral  duties,  and  the  conditions  en 
which  they  were  im poled. 

There  were  the  old  and  new  fubfidy  ;  the  difcounts;  there 
was  the  import  of  1690,  in  King  William's  time;  there  were 
the  duties  of  1728,  1746,  and  1759.  There  was,  again, 
the  application  of  thofe  ieveral  duties  to  the  different  commo- 
dities which  were  the  objeftof  them ;  in  fhort,  he  wanted 
words  to  convey  thediftradtion  and  confufion  fuch  a  variety1 
of  objects  occafioned.  The  difcounts  upon  2,391,665  I. 
he  calculated  to  produce  167,4161.  which  he  laid  would 
amount  to  about  feven  per  cent,  upon  an  average,  of  all  the 
duties;  and  he  was  inclined  to  take  this  method  in  preference 
to  any  other,  becaufe,  whenever  the  plan  was  adopted  for 

fimplifying 
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Simplifying  thofe  duties,  and  introducing  a  new  fyftetn  in  the 
collection,  this  muft  be  one  of  the  branches  of  reform. 
Though  the  difcounts  would  amount  to  feven  per  cent,  upon 
the  whole,  yet  the  commodities  in  general  would  undergo 
an  addition  of  much  lei's  than  that  fum.  It  would  not  be  ne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  ftate  the  whole  of  the  articles  of  cuftoro- 
houfe  duties,  in  order  to  convince  the  Houfe,  that  this  re- 
duction of  difcounts  would  produce  the  fum  of  167,000!. 
But  he  would  ftate  four  articles  which  would  give  them  a  full' 
idea  of  the  whole,  tobacco,  fugar,  wine  and  tea,  were  the 
commodities  on  which  difcounts  were  principally  allowed. 

The  difcount  upon  fugar  was  two  and  a  hair.  The  dif- 
count  upon  teas  was  two  and  a  half.  Upon  wines  it  was  4L 
16  s.  per  ton,  which  was  about  eleven  per  cent,  and  the  dif- 
count upon  tobacco  was  feveriteen  per  cent,  when  bonded,  and 
twenty  per  cent,  prompt  payment.  The  average  quanitity 
fef  wine  confumed  in  this  kingdom  in  the  year,  was  15,000 
tens,  the  difcount  on  which  would  produce  72,0001.  The 
quantity  of  tobacco  confumed  was  8,500,000  lb.  the  difcount 
on  which  would  produce  49,2831.  The  quantity  of  tea  was 
5,000,000 ;  but  here  the  difcount,  as  an  object  of  taxation,  was 
very  trifling,  on  account  of  the  other  allowances  made  to  the 
Eaft-Intlia  Company,  which  it  was  not  his  wifh  to  discontinue. 

The  quantity  of  fugar  confumed  was  1,400,000  cwt.  and 

the  difcount  on  that,  he  (aid,  was  13,125 1.    Upon  the  whole, 

therefore,  he  ftated,  that  the  difcounts  on  the  cuftom-houfe 

duties  would  bring  in  the  fum  of  £.  174,99*1     0   0 

Which  was  a  fum  of  —  7>575    °   ° 

Above  the  fum  of  —  167,316    0   0 

which  was  what  he  had  taken  them  at  in  his  calculation  to- 
wards the  annuity.  He  faid  that  the  merchants  would  not 
pei  haps  wifh  to  purchafe  an  exemption  from  the  embjnrafs- 
inents  of  the  difcounts  at  fo  dear  a  rate  as  feven  per  cent,  but 
when  it  was  debated  between  a  new  duty  upon  all  the  articles 
of  the  cuftoms,  and  the  abolition  of  tne  prefent  difcounts, 
they  would  moft  cljearfully  acquiefce. 

Thefe  were  fpeciric  taxes,  as  to  the  articles  he  had  parti- 
cularly pointed  out,  and  general  ones  upon  fuch  as  he  had 
omitted  to  fpecify.  Among  thofe  articles  which  would  fed 
the  ieven  per  cent,  but  ftill  would  bear  more,  was  tobacco. 

'I  he  quantity  of  tobacco  for  the  home  confumption  was,  as 
he  had  obfeived  before,  eight  million  five  hundred  thoufand 

oounds. The  duty  impofed  by  taking  ^way  the  difcount, 

would 
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^rould  amount  to  one  penny  and  four-tenths  of  a  penny. 

:  Tobacco,  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  was  from 
ten-pence  halfpenny  to  a  ihilling,  he  would  fuppofe  a  fhil- 

r     ling ;  what  with  the  troubles  in  America,  the  high  premium, 

'.  infurance,  and  the  general  rifle  confequent  on  a  Hate  of  war, 
tobacco  rofe  to  three  Shillings  per  pound,  and  after  feveral 
variations,  the  price  was  fixed  at  twenty-pence;  a  paper  on 
the  table  would  fhew,  that  notwithftanding  this  extraordinary 
rife,  the  consumption  had  not  decreafed. 

As  to  the  difcount  on  wines,  we  ought  to  confider  that 
when  the  duty  of  4 1,  per  tun,  or  a  penny  per  quart,  was  laid 
on  wines  two  years  ago,  the  trader  laid  iir pence  upon  the 
confumer.     This  was  a  very  exorbitant  increafe,  and  one 
penny  more  was  laid  on  the  bottle.    It  was  now  thought  that 
a  penny  more  might  be  laid,  without  giving  the  tavern-keep- 
ers any  preteniions  to  make  another  advance.     It  was  mak- 
ing  an  equal  partition  of  the  fix  pence  which  had  been  laid 
upon  the  fubjed  between  the  exchequer  on  the  one  part,  and 
between  the  importer  and  the  tavern-keeper  on  the  other. 
This  he  confidered  as  a  duty,  therefore,  that  would  not  come 
with  any  additional  weight  on  the  fubjett.     There  were  two 
circumflances  to  be  obferved  in  thefe  difcounts,  with  refpeft 
to  the  Eaft-India  Company;   they  had  two  difcounts  that 
were  peculiar  to  themfelves  :  one  was  on  account  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  long  voyage,  and  the  other  on  account  of  prompt 
payment.     It  was  not  his  intention  to  abolifh  their  difcounts 
bat  a  proviilon  as  neceflary  and  juft,  that  the  difcount  for 
prompt  payment  fliould  take  place  only  when  the  payment 
was  prompt.      It  fo  happened,  that  through  a  cufiom  very 
injurious  to  the  revenue,  and  which  certainly  was  contrary 
to  the  idea  of  the  Houfe  when  they  admitted  that  difcount, 
they  did  not  make  their  payment  till  nine  months  after  the 
conclufion  of  their  fale.     Inftead  of  this,  he  wiflied  to  allow 
the  prompt  payment  difcount,  under  a  provifion  of  their  pay- 
ing the  duties  three  months  after  the  conclufion  of  their  fale. 
This  he  believed  the  company  would  not  confider  as  a  hard 
or  improper  regulation.     There  was  alio  a  regulation  which 
he  wifhed  to  eltablifh  on  the  article  of  tobacco.     The  dif- 
count now  was  feventeen  per  cent,  on  tobacco  when  it  was 
bonded,  and  twenty  when  prompt  payment.     There  were 

■  three  modes  of  fettling  the  duty.     The  firil  was  paying  the 
money  down,  but  this  was  very  little  pra&ifed.     The  fecend 

.    was  of  entering  into  a  bond  for  fifteen  months,  and  placing 

the  tobacco  in  a  warehoufe  for.  exportation,  the  key  of  whith 

was  kept  by  the  officer;  and  if  any  was  taken  out  for  home 

Vol,  II.  K  k  con- 
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confumption,  then  the  duty  was  paid  upon  it.  The  third 
was  to  enter  into  triple  bonds  to  pay  the  duty  in  eighteea 
months,  and  to  take  the  tobacco  home.  This  was  a  method 
injurious  to  the  revenue,  and  had,  in  the  cafe  of  a  Mr, 
Brown,  coft  the  revenue  upwards  of  24,000 1.  He  therefore 
wiihed  to  eftablifh  the  bond  for  fifteen  months,  and  placing 
the  commodity  under  the  key  of  the  cuftorn-houfe,  as  the  on* 
ly  method  of  collecting  the  duty.  It  would  be  the  fureil  for 
the  revenue  as  well  as  the  bed.  From  what  he  had  thus  fa- 
ted, he  prefumed  his  next  objecSt  would  he  found  an  eligible 
fubjecl  of  taxation,  it  was,  An  additional  duty  of  one  pcnxf 
three  farthings  upon  the  pound  of  tobacco. 

If  he  knew  what  luxury  was,  tobacco  came  within  that  de- 
fer ipt  ion;  it  could  not  be  confidered  at  all  as  a  neceflary  of 
life*  and  if  a  luxury,  it  was  one  of  a  very  particular  nature, 
it  was  ufed  chiefly  by  the  common  people. 

The  reafon  why  he  had  laid  juft  the  fum  of  one  penny 
three  farthings  per  pound,  was,  that  the  old  duties  amounted 
to  eight-pence  three  farthings,  and  with  this  addition  the 
whole  duty  would  now  amount  to  ten  pence  halfpenny.  Br 
this  means  the  additional  duty  laid  this  year,  by  ftriking  o& 
the  difcount,  and  by  laying  on  the  above  fum,  would 
amount  to  three  pence  farthing,  or  hardly  fo  much,  fome* 
thing  more  than  three  pence,  and  lefs  than  three  pence  far- 
thing. The  difcount  taken  off  was  ia8ed.  A  farthing  was 
only  ^,50-,  fo  that  the  whole  of  the  new  duty  was  fomewhat 
lefs  than  three  pence  farthing.  It  would  produce  the  fum  of 
61,875 1.  The  circumftances  that  he  had  ftated  of  the  great 
increafe  in  the  price  that  had  been  fuffered  without  any 
decreafe  of  the  confumption,  would  be  the  beft  recommen- 
dation of  the  tax  propofed. 

He  now  came  to  a  duty  wdich  he  faid  he  was  exceedingly 
loth. to  propofe;  it  was  by  far  the  moft  ineligible,  becaute 
it  would  be  the  moil  burdenfbme  of  any  of  them  ;  but  it  wat 
a  tax  which  had  been  often  in  contemplation,  and  whenever 
a  very  large  fum  was  wanted,  was  looked  up  to  asth&fureft 
means  of  procuring  it:  A  duty  of  four  fhillings  and  eight  fenu 
per  cvut.  or  one  halfpenny  per  pound  onfugar* 

The  quantity  of  fugar  con  fumed  in  this  country,  upon  an 
average  of  ten  years,  was  1^.64,^40  cwt.  To  be  fure  the 
quantity  on  the  average  of  the  laft  nve  years  was  rather  lefs 
than  that ;  but  this  decienfion  was  owing  folely  to  the  lofi  of 
the  iflands  of  Grenada,  St.  Vincent's,  and  Dominica ;  and  it 
would  be  eafily  feen,  on  a  comparative  fiate  of  the  confump- 

tico. 
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tton,  before  we  poffefled  thofe  iflands,  and  fince  we  poflefled 
them,  that  the  confumption  has  confiderably  increafed.— Ill 
the  period  between  1745  and  1750, 
The  quantity  confumed  in  this  country,  upon  an     Cwt. 
'   average,  was  —  —  8^8,619 

From  1750  to  1755,  —  —  960,328 

In  the  period,  from  1770  to  1775,  —  1,767,161 

From  1775  to  1780,  —  —  **434»"2 

By  this  it  would  be  perceived,  that  the  confumption  was 
very  much  upon  the  increafe,  and  that  too,  although  the 
commodity  bad  very  much  advanced  in  price;  it  had  borne 
a  gradual  rife  fince  the  year  1728;  in  which  it  was  21.4s.  iod. 
per  cent.  In  the  year  1747,  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  was  laid  upon 
if;  and  in  the  year  1750,  it  was  2I.  7s.  per  cent,  and  it 
Went  on  gradually  rifing  and  falling  till  the  troubles  com* 
menced,  and  the  loft  of  our  iflands  made  it  rife  to  fifty-fix 
fhillings*  In  all  this  time  there  was  a  clear  and  pofitive  in- 
creafe'of  confumption,  which  only  had  been  flopped  by  the 
lofs  of  our  iflands;  he  therefore  confidered  it  is  an  eligible 
'  fubje&  for  a  tax,  fince  it  had  been  clparly  proved,  that  the 
public  could  bear  the  duty,  as  they  had  fuffered  a  higher 
price  than  what  would  be  laid  upon  them  now  by  the  increafe 
iof  the  duty.  He  was  fatisfied  that  this  tax  would  not  at  all 
afledl  the  planter,  if  it  did,  he  fhould  confider  it  as  a  good 
reafon  againft  it,  efpecially  after  the  late  melancholy  event 
in  the  Weft-Indies. 

He  faid,  that  by  the  late  conceffions  in  favour  of  Ireland, 
it  would  be  neceflary  that  an  equal  duty  fhould  he  laid  upon 
the  article  there,  for  that  was  the  provifion  of  their  new 
trade. 

This  duty  would  produce  the  fum  of  326000 1. 
So  that  the  fums  to  be  raifed  were  an  additional  five 

per  cent,  on  the  duties  of  excife,  excepting  the       £. 

brewery,  foap,  hides,  and  candles  —  150,000 

The  abolition  of  all  the  difcounts  on  the  cuftoms    .    167,000 
A  duty  of  one  penny  three  farthings  per  lb.  on  to- 
bacco — —  —»  —  —  61,000 
'  ^  duty  of  four  fhillings  and  eight-pence  on  the 

cwt.  or  one  halfpenny  on  the  lb.  of  fugar      — «      326,000 

704,000 
.  The  annuity  to  be  raifed  was  —  —  66o,oco 


♦So. that  there  was  a  furplus  of  £.  44,000 

to  make  up  for  any  deficiencies  that  there  might  be  in  any  of 

Kk?  the 
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the  funis  which  he  had  taken  them  at.  The  noble  lord  faid' 
that  he  fhould  he  under  the  neceflity,  on  account  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  loan  had  been  railed,  to  come  to  the  fink- 
ing fund,  and  as  there  would  be  a  deficiency  for  the  firft 
quarter,  on  account  of  the  fuuds  taking  place  before  the 
taxes,  to  apply  the  190,000!.  accruing  to  that  fund,  towards 
that  deficiency.  This  was  only  a  matter  of  form,  and  would 
prevent  his  application  to  the  rloufe  next  year  for  a  fum  to 
defray  the  deficiencies  that  muft  arife  for  the  firft  quarter. 
The  noble  lord  now  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  was  very 
much  fatigued  with  having  gone  fo  largely  into  the  bufinefsj 
and  with  moving  the  firft  refolution : 

"  That  towards  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the 
fum  of  five  per  cent,  additional  duty  be  granted  on  all  the 
duties  of  excife,  excepting  the  brewery,  foap,  hides,  and 
candles,  in  that  patt  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  &c»" 
Sir  r^ks  Sir  Charles  Bunbury  faid,  that  he  thought  it  much  more  ad- 
buuimy.  vifeable  to  lay  three  farthings  upon  the  fugar  in  place  of  the 
duties  of  excife,  becauie  it  was  pretty  certain  that  the  duty 
of  a  halfpenny  would  induce  the  trader  to  make  the  confu- 
mer  pay  an  advance  of  a  penny,  and  a  duty  of  three  far- 
things would  not  tempt  him  to  lay  more. 
Col.  BarrS.  Colonel  Barrt  rofe,  not  fo  much  to  make  obfervationi  on 
the  propofed  ways  and  means,  as  to  give  his  opinion  on  the 
loan  itfelf,  not  having  an  opportunity  on  the,  day  the  budget 
was  opened.  The  burdens  the  nation  already  laboured  un- 
der, required  the  ftridteft  osconomy,  and  ought  to  be  the  firft 
objedt  of  the  minifter;  inilead  of  which  the  bargains  lately 
made  appeared  to  him  to  be  enormous,  and  might  have  been 
done  on  lower  terms.  He  contrafted  the  conduct  of  the  no* 
ble  lord  with  that  of  Mr.  Neckar,  the  minifter  of  France, 
whofe  plan  of  ceconomy  was  worthy  imitation.  That  mi* 
nifter  had  lopt  oiFa  great  number  of  unneceffary  places,  and 
he  had  made  a  declaration  (which  was  in  print,  and  would 
ibon  be  known  to  all  the  world)  that  if  he  fhoiald  be  found 
to  difpofe  of  any  pen  lions,  or  other  favors  of  bis  mafler  in  a 
partial  manner,  he  ftiould  think  himfelf  undeferving  of  the 
place  he  held.  This  meafure  he  recommended  to  the  noble 
lord  to  follow,  for  he  was  certain  many  people  were  employ? 
ed  in  public  ofiices  who  had  very  large  falaries  and  very  little 
labour,  as  appeared  from  the  reports  which  had  been  delivered 
in  by  the  com rniffi oners  of  accounts;  for  they  had  faid  that 
fome  attended  three  days,  fome  two,  and  others  only  one 
day  in  a  week.    Thefc  commiflioners  had  done  fome  good, 

and 
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and  might  probably  do  more ;  but  though  he  doubted  not  but 
that  they  were  all  men  of  character  and  of  knowledge,  yet  by 
the  a&  they  were  fo  crippled  that  they  could  not  probe  fo 
minutely  into  foiiie  matters  as  might  be  wifhed.  He  owned 
birnfelf  exceedingly  hurt,  however,  that  they  were  not  cho- 
fen  out  of  that  Houfe,  as  furely  members  who  had  given  their 
attendance  there  mufl  be  fuppofed  to  be  more  competent  to 
a  taik  of  that  nature,  than  thofe  out  of  it.  And  at  tbe  lame 
time  it  was  inconGftent  with  the  duty  which  they  owed  to 
their  conftituents  to  make  choice  of  men  out  of  that  Houfe 
tp  correct  and  fuperintend  the  public  revenue. 

One  of  thofe  gentlemen,  on  whom  he  pafted  great  enco- 
miums, as  a  man  and  an  officer,  he  humbly  conceived,  would 
'  have  been  more  properly  employed  in  the  fervice  of  his  coun- 
try. He  wondered  the  noble  lord  had  not  taken  notice  of 
the  news  of  tbe  day;*  that  news  was  undoubtedly  of  a  very 
flattering  nature,  but  it  might  be  followed  with  what  might 
difgrace  the  nation,  an  ignominious  peace.  He  hoped,  when- 
ever the  time  came  for  terms  being  offered,  if  we  fhould  be 
fo  happy  as  to  have  an  offer,  that  no  terms  would  be  accept* 
ed  without  laying  them  before  that  Houle,  and  have  their 
concurrence  after  full  invefligation.  This  he  deemed  the 
moil  conftitutional  way  cf  fettling  grievances  with  foreign 
powers. 
.  Mr.  Harrifon  commented  on  the  deplorable  fituation  of  the  Mr.  U:rri- 
nation,  which  was  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the  American ^:';, 
war,  a  war  which  had  been  unwilely  (to  lay  the  bell  of  it) 
entered  into:  for  he  tliought  that  the  caufe  of  the  other 
powers  arming  again  ft  us. 

Mr.  Dunr.mbc  exprefled  his  disapprobation  of  the  meafures  Mr  D* ■•- 
purfued  by  the  prefent  men  in  power;  his  conftituents  did  CCi7:tl- 
not  approve  of  them ;  he  did  not  approve,  and  fliould  con- 
fequently  oppofe  ;hem. 

Mr.  Roberts  faid,  that  on  every  occafion  gentlemen  run  Mi-.R.\vt 
wide  of  the  matter  before  them,  as  if  there  was  not  field 
enough  for  them  without  going  to  America,  that  they  might 
thereby  have  an  opportunity  to  abufe  the  minifters  •  in  his 
opinion,  the  war  with  America  was  a  juft  one,  and  that  if 
dny  diflatisfacVion  appeared  in  the  people,  it  was  not  from 
what  the  minifter  had  done,  hut  from  faclious  notions  hein<* 
inftilled  by  thofe  who  called  themfelves  republicans.  Som's 
pf  that  complexion  were  now  no  more,  but  'they  had  left 
thofe  behind  them  who  were  determined  to  follow  their  fte;  .?, 
infufe  falie  notions  into  the  people,  abufe  minifters,  right  or 

wrong, 

t  The  capture  of  St,  EuftatU. 
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tfrong,  and  that  only  becaufe  they  would  be  popular^  bf 
deftroymg  unanimity  in  that  Houfe. 
ir.  Saw-  Mr!  Sawbridgc  knew  not  what  the  honourable  gentleman's 
r'^Ze-  idea  of  a  republican  might  be,  but  if  he  could  form  any  opi- 
nion of  it,  he  not  only  acknowledged  his  being  one?  but  glo- 
ried in  it.  Our  conftitution  was  happily  fo  framed  as  to  have 
a  delegated  king  (or  call  him  by  any  other  name,  he  cared 
hot  what)  who  could  not  (and  he  was  confident  would  not 
if  he  could)  aft  in  an  arbitrary  manner;  he  had,  as  he  ought, 
the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts  principally  at  heart,  and  would 
not  take  any  ftep  without  the  concurrence  of  the  other  branch- 
es of  the  legiflature.  In  regard  to  the  loan,  he  was  convinced 
the  money  might  have  been  procured  at  a  more  reafonable 
rate ;  but  the  noble  lord  did  not  flay  for  any  propofttiqn  from 
the  lenders,  but  went  into  the  room  where  they  were,  told 
them  what  money  he  wanted,  and  what  terms  he  meant  tp 
give,  which  he  faid  he  would  bring  evidence  to  prove  was  one 
and  a  half  in  value  of  long  annuities  mote  than  has  appeared 
rn  the  public  prints.  [Here  a  cry  of  No,  no ;  but  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  infiftcd  it  was  fo,  from  the  information  h*  had.]  Per- 
haps at  fome  future  period  if  might  happen  (the  age  was  too 
virtuous  for  it  to  happen  in  thefe  days)  that  a  member  of  Par- 
liament might  go  with  the  firfl  lord  of  the  treafury  behind  the 
fpeaker's  chair,  and  promife  to  fupport  him  on  all  occafions,  if 
he  would  let  him  fubferibe  io,oool.  to  the  loan ;  if  this  was 
agreed  to,  which  it  probably  would,  the  minifter  would  fe- 
cure  a  vote,  the  member  gain  ioool,  "  and  confeieoce 
'?  then  avaunt.p  For  bis  part  he  fhould  never  partake 
of  the  benefits  arifing  from  a  loan,  nor  fhould  he  vote  for  a 
fingle  fhillirig  till  the  grievances  of  the  people  were  fedrefled  ; 
it  was  the  exprefs  inftruftions  of  his  conftituents ;  that  he 
eft eemed  as  their  command  ;  and  by  that  he  would  be  guided. 
borlNortb.  Lord  North  flatly  denied  what  had  been  alledgedby  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  as  to  the  long  annuities :  he  was  well  af- 
fured,  if  he  would  produce  the  evidence  he  fpoke  of  to  the 
bar,  he  fhould  be  able  to  convince  him  that  his  informant 
was  miftaken.  Other  propofals  were  made,  it  is  true,  bat 
not  of  the  nature  ftated  by  the  laft  fpeaker. 
Mr.  Saw-  Mr.  Sawbridgc  anfwered,  he  was  not  prefent  at  that  meet- 
bnsge.  jng?  DUt  received  his  information  from  one  that  was;  if 
therefore  it  was  a  miftake,  it  could  not  tend  to  impeach  his 
veracity,  as  he  did  not  pretend  to  fpeak  from  his  own  know- 
ledge. However,  the  noble  lord  had  owned,  that  he  had 
made  propofals  tb  the  lenders,  which  he  thought  an,  impru- 
dent ftep  j  becaufe,  when  men  come  to  lend  their  money, 
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they  ought  to  make  their  propofals,  which  would  have  given 
the  noble  lord  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  whether  what  he 
had  formed  in  his  own  mind,  or  that  given  in  by  them,  was 
xnoft  advantageous.    , 

General  Smith  objected  to  that  part  which  compelled  the  Gen.  Smith. 
Eaft-India  company  to  pay  th6  duty  on  their  fales  in  three 
months  after  the  fale ;  the  fum  was  very  confiderable,  and 
the  Company  might  probably  be  under  great  difficulties  to 
raife  it  in  that  time ;  and  furely  the  intereft  of  the  money 
for  fix  months  was  not  a  confederation  for  Parliament  to  com- 
pel them  to  pay  it  in  a  lefs  time  than  has  been  the  ufual 
cuftom. 

Sir  Harry  Houghton  exprefled  his  furprize  that  an  honour-  sir  Harrf 
able  gentleman  who  had  fpoke  lately  [Mr.  Sawbridge]  fhould  Hougktc'n, 
talk  of  the  commands  of  his  conftituents  ;  if  he  was  implicitly 
tofcJlow  the  inclinations  of  thofe  who  fent  him  thither,  he 
could  not  be  faid  to  be  a  free  man;  he  was  fettered,  and 
could  not  come  under  {he  defcription  of  giving  his  counte- 
nance to  any  meafure  with  that  freedom  which  it  behoved 
every  member  of  that  Houfe  to  do.  He  called  it  an  abject 
flate  for  any  gentleman,  and  fuch  a  one  as  no  member  of 
that  Houfe  ought  to  accede  to. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  faid,  that  he  came  there  to  do  the  bufinefs  Mr.  Saw 
of  his  conftituents,  not  his  own  ;  he  fcorned  the  idea  of  be-^g*' 
ing  in  an  abject  fituation.     He  received  no  favors  from  mi- 
niSers^  and  he  believed  his  conduct  in  Parliament  would  be 
found  as  fteady,    uninterefled,  and  unimpeached  as  any   in 
the  Houfe. 

fcir  Harry  Houghton  replied,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  s\r  Harrr 
eught  not  to  blame  him  for  making  *.ife  of  the  words  command,  HsughtonL 
&c.  they  were  his  own  words,  therefore  there  could  be  no 
impropriety  in  repeating  them.  For  his  own  part,  he  fhould 
always  give  his  vote  according  to  his  real  fentiments,  not 
without  confulting  the  opinion  of  his  conftituents,  having  an 
eye  to  what  would  tend,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  advantage  of 
tne  whole  body  of  electors  in  the  kingdom. 

M.  Burke  faid,  that  he  could  not  forbear  rifing  to  fupport  Mr.  B*ke, 
his.  honourable  friend  [Mr.  Sawbridge]  whom  he  knew  to 
he  as  firm  and  uninfluenced  a  member  as  any  within  thofe 
walls.  It  was  no  wonder  he  fhould  follow  the  inftructions 
of  his  electors,  when  it  was  known  to  every  gentleman  who 
had  heard  him  fpeak  in  that  Houfe,  that  he  at  all  times 
avowed  himfclf  a  warm  advocate  for  the  rights  and  privile- 
ges of  the  people. 
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Different  men  felt  differently  on  this  fubjeft,  and  though 
he  differed  very  eflentially  from  gentlemen  upon  it,  he 
could  not  cenfure  any  perfon  for  concurring  with  the  fenti- 
ments  of  their  conftituents.  Having  got  on  his  legs  for  the 
purpofe  of  vindicating  his  friend,  he  could  not  fit  down  with- 
out doing  juftice  to  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  for 
having  laid  the  taxes  on  fuch  articles  as  would  prove  the  lead 
burthen fome  of  any  which  in  his  opinion  could  have  been 
piopofed. 

The  queflion  was  now  put,  and  the  feveral  refolutions  read 
and  agreed  to. 

March  15. 
The  following  paper  was  laid  before  the  Houfe  : 

x      Bank  ©/England,  March  14,  1781. 

A  LIST  of  PERSONS  nvho  fubfcriled  to  the  LOAN  of  11,000,000, 
made  hi  this  SESSION  of  PARLIAMENT,  fpecifying  the  Sum 
fubfcribcd for  by  each  Perfon* 


WILLIAMEllisAgar8ooo 

Chrift.  Atkinfon  10000 

Mcflrs.  Adams         -  20000 

Sir  Charles  Afgilland  Co.  15000 

Anderfon  and  Davidfon  2600 
Anderfon  and  Richardfbn  2000 
Amy  and,  Ofborne,  and  Co.  1 0000 

John  L.  Andre         -  2O00 

Nicholas  Afheton  40CO 

Agafliz  and  Rougcmont  2  coo 

Thomas  Allan         -  12000 

David  Andre           -  5000 

William  Adams        -  5000 

Paul  Amlinck           -  50CO 

Peter  Alcvoinc          -  5C00 

11,  Armftroiig             -  icco 

R.  Arbuthnot          -  1000 

Henry  Arnold          -  10000 

William  Allcre          -  2000 

Henry  Amilnck         -  1000 

Agac«.-  and  Wallace  ioco 

J.J.  Anpach             -  1000 

P.  T.  Adams             -  1000 

William  Aldcrfcy  jooo 

Rev.  James  Adams  500 

Doftor  Jof,  Allen        -  500 

John  Allen            ~  7000 


Jofeph  Alder            -  500 

Alexander  Anderfon  2000 

John  Antrobus         -   '  1000 

John  Author         *•  xooo 

J.  Auftin            -  1000 

Francis  Allen             -  5000 

John  Allen            —  3000 

J.  Jul.  Angcrftein  3000 

Adair  and  Bullock  3000 

Michael  Adolphus  500 

John  Adair              -  500 

Sir  Jofeph  Andrew*  500 

Roger  Altham         —  500 
William  Thornton  Aftell    2000 

William  Andrew  1000 

Thoma3  Achmuty  2000 

Thomas  Ayliffe         —  6000 
Governor  and  Directors  of  the 

Bank  — 

Bidduloh  and  Cocks 
John  Bridges  - 

Charles  Brietzecke 
Boulton  and  Fothergiil 
John  Baker  - 

Daniel  Booth  - 

Bewike  and  Morgue 
Anthony  Bacon 


400000 
60000 

2000 

3000 

4000 
1000 

30000 
5000 

X0CC+ 

Mr. 
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Bofiock  -  -  iooo 
raithwaite  -  •  3600 
jl  Bank         -  55000 

aas  Brooibank  -  20000 
•oldero  and  Co,  -  60000 
Btfrgefs  -  5000 

hew  Brickdale  *•  10000 
nas  Burfoot  -  8000 
r.  Boldero  -  20000 
Boddington  -  zoooo 
n  and  Collinfbn  -  60000 
ge  Bryan         —  2000 

e,  Ben  tram,  and  Co.  5000^ 
les  Bembridge  -  3000 
y  Biggs  -  -  1000 
Boldero,  and  Co.  60000 
s  and  Jonathan  Backhoufe 

5000 
/harles  Blunt  -  1000 
and  Francis  Baring  66000 
Brown  —  -  4000 
rt  Bogle  -  -  4000 
ck  Brydonc  -  -'  5000 
8  Brooke  -  -  1000 
hew  Brittingham  —  3060 
nas  Barclay  and  Son  3000 
Bindley,  juu.  -  1000 
I.  Berwick  -  2000 
inder  Baxter  -  140000 
S.  Blackwell     -      10060 

2000 

3*°° 

it,  Baillie,  and  Co.  5000 
Bath  ur  ft         -  4000 

nas  Brinftead  -  3000 
>  Bofanquet  -  15000 
ames  fierkenhout  -  iooo 
ay,  Bevan,  and  Co.  60000 
ge  Blount        -  3000 

nas  Barton  -  iooo 
s,  Wood,  and  Co.  -    2000 


reorge  Baker 
.  Beachcroft 


BairJ 

3000 

h  Barnard        - 

1 0000 

lam  Baynes        - 

3000 

*  Baril 

IOOO 

t.  Bradlhaw       - 

2000 

and  Boehm 

15000 

:s  Bindley         - 

,20OO 

cis  Baring        - 

5000O 

b*L.  II. 

Charles  Broughtdn 
William  BurreH 
Pierce  Bryan  - 

Thomas  Browne        - 
William  Bythefea 
Henry  Buck        - 
Richard  Brunton 
Thomas  Bland.         - 
Edward  Bull 
John  Bannin        - 
Charles  Pym  Burt 
Pynfon  Bon  ham 
Gerard  Backus         — 
Samuel  Bonham        - 

John  Brown  - 

tichard  Brounfworth 
Thomas  Barke 
Richard  Baker         - 
George  Baker      "    - 
John  Barnard 
Richard  Bowen        - 
Brown  Bates  - 

J.  Ralph  Battler 

iohn  Ballhier  - 

Tenry  Burmeftcr 
Henry  Baldwin         - 
John  Barrow  - 

Thomas  Burne         - 
William  Blake 
Ifaac  Buxton,  and  Co. 
John  Baker       -      - 
John  Barron  - 

Beach  and  Plumer 
Charles.  Beft 
J.  and  T.  Buttal 
George  Brown         - 
John  Beckett  - 

James  Burn 
John  Barnes  - 

Jofeph  Berdmore 
John  Barton  - 

William  Barnard 
Thomas  Burchett 
Peter  Brown  - 

John  Burr  - 

Timothy  Bevan        - 
Daniel  Bell 
Kympe  Bridges        - 
James  Bureau 
L  i. 


3000 
5000 
5000 
20CO 

IOOO 

500 
'  500 

£000 

500 
500 

IOOO) 

500 
1060 

IOOO 
20C0 

•  500 
4000 
2000 
cooo 
1000 
2000 
500 

IOOO 

500 

20CO 
IOCO 

25000 
3000 
2000 

.  4000 

IOOO 

500 

IOOO 

500 

IOOO 

iooo- 

500 

4020 

IOOO 
IOOO 
20GO 

7000 
4000 

500 
■  500 

IOOO 

1000 
2000 

X200O 

Joim 
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John  Bricknell        -  30000 
Edward  Blackeny       -       2000 

Charles  Boone          -  13  000 

Edward  Boodle         -  3000 

James  Brown         -  33000 

George  Butler        -  1 3000 

Thomas  Buckley      -  35000 

Anna  Blackburn        -  2000 
Stanip  Brookfbank       *.      5000 

John  Bell            -  ioooo 

Richard  Buller        -  10000 

J.  Boaz             -  10000 

John  Bum            -  2000 

Benjamin  Brummel  5000 

William  Baker          -  1000 

John  Baker            -  2000 

Thomas  Boone          -  5000 

Mrs.  Barwelle           -  *  5000 

feitfon  and  Co.        -  60000 

William  Bar             -  5000 

William  Bryer         -  1000 

John  Blackburn  10000 

Bifhopp  and  Co.  20000 

James  Bowles            •*  3000 

Gregory  Eatcman  5000 

Henry  Barwell         -  5000 

James  Barwell          -  5000 

Richard  Barwell  15000 

J.  Boldero,  jun.  10000 

Thomas  Biihopp  a  0000 
Burton,Forbes,&Grcgory  35000 

Brickdale  and  Co.  10000 

William  Beverley  8000 

Gibbs  Crawfurd  3006 
Mcflrs.  Crofts  and  Co.  240000 

lames  Crawford  20000 

P.  G.  Crawfurd  1000 

W.  Cunningham  5000 

Clarke  and  Milligan  3000 
J.  H.  and  F.  Cazenove,  ancf  Co» 

IOOOO 

Laurence  Cox  10000 

John  Cooper         -  15000 

Cox,  Mair,  and  Cox  10000 
Chambers,  Hercy  and  Co.  8000 

Caftells  and  Whcatley  ioooco 

Coutts  and  Co.  14000a 

John  Cator            -  10000 

fcr.  tV.  Cromproa  4000 


Currie,  Lcfevre  and 
Cazalet  and  Cooke 
Matthew  Chalie 

John  Chalie  - 

latthew  Carrett 
Peter  Cazalet 
John  Courtoy 
THomas  Cheap 
Thomas  Colborhe 
L.  Cbnynham 
Benjamin  Collins 
Richard  Clay 
I  ohn  Crofier 
"  ames  Crane 
!  lichard  Chapman 
,  .  Courtenay 
Jofiah  Corthine 
bhn  Charlton 
!  Sdgar  Currie 
T.  Chamberlaine. 
W.  Chamberlayne 
J.  Collin  and  S>on 
General  Carpenter 
William  CoiDorne 
G.  Chamberlayne 
Emer.  Cornwall 
T.  Collingwood 
James  Chapman 
John  Cleverly 
Dr.  W.  Cadogan 
Peregrine  Cull 
George  Crauford 
Richard  Carter 
John  Crauford 
George  Cherry 
Felix  Calvert 
T.  Chalmers 
William  Collier 
F.  and  T.  Creuze 
Richard  Curfon 
Joieph  Coltman 
A.  Cheatham 
Benjamin  Cole 
Francis  Chalie 
John  Campbell 
John  Coopc  - 

Capel  Cure  .- 

Maurice  Carr  - 

Peter  Cherry 


A;  ij8u 

Co.  20000 

2000 
ioOo 
1000 

15000 

iSoob 
5000 

4^000 
iooo 

xbooo 
4000 

-  2000 
1000 
2bob 
2000 

ioooo 
3000 
20co 
aooo 
3000 
5000 

12000 
5000 

IOOO 

IOOO 

20000 

IOOO 

IOOO 

IOOOO 

IOOO 

70000 
18000 

IOOOO 

xoooo 
5000 
5000 

IOOO 

JOO 

IOOO 

500 

IOOO 

500 

IOOO 

-  3009  . 

-   500 

IOOO 
2000 

IOOO 

4000 
William 
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jn  Craufurd  -  1000 
tm  Campbell  -  xooo 
as  Cadell         f-  500 

ohn  Campbell  -  5x50 
;c  Charles  —  500 
Clarke  -  6000 

an  Cobb  r-  1000 
Caftellfranc  •?  500 
rider  Cobham  1000 

as  Cracroft  -*•  1000 
e  Chapman  500 

Cottin  rr         5000 

Srantre  -  500 

landler  -         1000 

as  Cole  -  500 

as  Collingwood  3000 
Ghriftie  -       2000 

Clarke  -  500 

as  Compton  -  xooo 
m  Compton  -  500 
>rd  Canning  -  3000 
m  Clarke  -  1000 
J.  Caillaud       r       3000 

Cameron  r  1 5900 
Campbell  -  1 3000 
is  Carter  •»  6000 
^ockell  —  30000 
Craig  —         3000 

mCraggs  -  25000 
Collins  r        2000 

Dive  r-         2000 

e  Dewar  ■»•  1000 
dc  Paiba  —  2000 
m  Dcpnifon  -  5000 
d  Davenport  ,  3000 

idcr  Duncan  5000 

)arby     "      -  5000 

:  Dent  —  £00000 
s  Wentworth  Dilkie  3000 
ius  Dcnnc      —    20000 

and  Duncan  Davidfon 
1 5000 

Denifon  —  60000 
Dickfon  —  3000 
Dcvaynnes  -  5000 
m  Duncan  -  10000 
oin  D'Aguilar  2000 

and  Han.  D'Aguilar  4000 
ruinmond  10000 

LI2 


Alexander  Douglas  2000 

H.  P.  Davies  -         6000 

Lord  Denbigh  —  xoooo 
Davies,  Strachan  and  Co.  6000 
William  Davidfon  5000 

Davies  and  Prothero  2000 

John  Porricn  —  1 00000 
John  Dawes  -        10000 

Dimfdale  and  Clay  5000 

Sir  J.  Duntze,  Bart.  50000 
Charles  Dalbiac  3000 

John  Duval  &  Tons  &  Co.  8000 
Dc  Drufina  and  Richtcr  xoooo 
James  Dalbiac  jun.  -  2000 
James  Dalbiac  —  2000 
Sir  Edward  Deering  10000 
Francis  Danier  —  5000 
Ed.  and  Robert  Darell  xoooo 
Baron  Dimfdale  —  xoooo 
John  Durand        -  10000 

Daniel  de  St.  Leu  -  1000 
Jofcph  Delaficld  500 

John  Duftin  — -  500 

S.  de  Medina  — -  xooo 
Jofeph  Mendez  da  Cofta  xooo 
James  Duberley  •-  4000 
James  Dunlop  —  4000 
Philip  Cenoycr  —  500 
Charles  Dumbleton  2000 

Richard  Devins  — -  500 
William  Peariley,  jun.  1000 
Robert  and  Richard  Dixon  500 
John  R06  Drewe  500 

Abra.  Mocata  dc  jNIattos  2000 
Jofeph  dc  Pinto  3000 

Robert  Down  -        2000 

Sir  John  Dick,  Bart.         6000 

John  Dingwall         -         3000 
Lobt.  Drummond  &  Co.  84000 
Toljn  Dunlop  -        6000 

William  Dcvayncs  500 

William  Ewer  —  18000 
Sir  Arch.  Edmonftone,  Bart. 

xoooo 
Ifaac  Elton  — -         8000  - 

Sir  James  Efdaile  &  Co.  xoooo 
Thomas  Eden  &  Co.  7000 

Grey  Elliot  -  2000 

Sir  Henry  F.thrington       10000 
Samuel 
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Tofcn  Bricknetl 
Edward  Bhuckcny 
Chirks  Boone 
Edward  Boodle 
James  Brawn 
Gtorge  Butler 
Thomas  Buckley 
Anna  Blackburn 
Stamp  BrooMbank 
Tohn  Bell 
feichard  Buller 
J*  Boaz  - 

John  Bufh 
BcBraffiia  Brummel 
William  Bukcr 
John  Biker  * 

Thomas  Boone 
Nn,  Barwelle 
Barfon  and  Co. 
William  Bar 
William  Bryer 
John  Blackburn 
Bifhopp  and  Co* 
James  Bowie* 
Gregory  Bsitciiun 
Henry  Barwdl 
James  Harwell 
Richard  Harwell 
J,  Boldcrof  jun. 
Thomas  Biihopp 
B  art  cm,  Forbes  ,&  Gregory  3500a 
Backdate  and  Co,  %  0000 

William  Beverley  Sooo 

Gibbs  Crawford  30QO 

McflYs.  Crofts  and  Co*  24OQOO 
Jatact  Crawford  aOGOO 

P*  Ot  Crawford  10  OQ 

W-  Cunningham  5000 

Clarke  and  Milligaii  3000 

J*  U.  arid  F.  Co-zcnovt,  and  Co* 
I OOOO 
Laurence  Cos  loooo 

John  Cooper  -  15000 
Cox,  Mairt  and  Cox  joqqq 
Chamber;,  Hercy  and  Co,  800a 
Caftelliand  Wheatley  ioooco 
Coutts  and"  Co,  1400001 

John  Cafor  -  10000 

Dr.  \\  Cromptvi)  1000 


50000 

2COO 

13000 

3000 

330CO 

1  jooo 

35000 

2030 

5000 

1 0000 

ICOOO 

iqooo 
2000 
5000 
1000 

2COO 

5000 
$oco 

60000 
5000 
IO0O 

1 0000 

2  OOOO 

3000 
5000 

CpQQ 

5000 

I  JOOO 

ioooo 
IOO0O 


Currie,  Lefevre  and 
Caxatet  and  Cooke 

3fattli<rw  Cbitlie 
John  Chalie  A 

Matfhew  Canett 
Peter  Cazalct         - 
John  Courwy 
Tfcottbt  Cheap 
Thoinaa  Colbornc 
L,  Conynnam 
Benjamin  Collins 
Richard  Clay 
John  C roller 
James  Crane 
Richard  Chapman 
J-  Courteuay 
Jofiah  Cortbme 
John  Charlton 
Edgar  Currie 
T,  Chamberlaine* 
W-  CbamberUj  ne 
J,  Collin  and  Son 
General  Carpenter 
William  CoFborae 
G.  Chainberlayne 
Emer.  Cornwall 
T\  Colli  ngwood 
James  Chapman 
John  Cleverly 
l)r*  Wm  Cadogan 
Peregrine  Cuti 
George  Crauford 
Richard  Carter 
John  Crauford 
Ceorge  Cherry 
Felix  Calvert 
T.  Chalmers 
William  Collier 
F.  and  T.  Creuie 
Richard  Curfon 
Jofeph  Coltman 
A.  Cheatham 
Benjamin  Cole 
Francis  Chalie 
John  Campbell 
John  Coope  p- 

Capel  Cure  - 

Maurice  Cnrr  — 

Feter  Cherry         - 


A-  ij8u 

Co,   iOQQO 

2000 

1000 
*         1000 

IjOQO 

10000 

J0O0 

3.5000 

1009 

16000 
4O00 
2000 

iQW 

3000 
3000 

IO0CO 

3000 

3009 

aodo 

3000 
5000 

13000 

5000 
1000 

300O0 

rooo 

1000 
:000a 

1000 
70300 

lSo*JG 

10300 

5000 
500a 
1000 
?oo 
1000 

500 

1000 

{00 
1000 

too* 

-         $00 

1000 

3000 

1000 

4020 
ViHiani 
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iam  Craufurd  -  iooo 
iam  Campbell  -  xooo 
mas  Cadell         -  500 

John  Campbell  •  500 
rge  Charles  —  500 
,  Clarke  -  6000 

iam  Cobb  —  1000 
:  Caftcllfranc  -  500 
andcr  Cobhain  1000 

nas  Cracroft  -?•  1000 
ge  Chapman  500 

Cottin  -?  5000 

Crantre  -  500 

'handler  -         1000 

nas  Cole  -  500 

nas  Collingwood  3000 
s  Chriftie  -       2000 

y  Clarke  -  500 

nas  Compton  -  1000 
am  Common  -  500 
ford  Canning  -  3000 
am  Clarke        -        1000 

J.  Caillaud  T  3000 
y  Cameron      r       '59°° 

Campbell  r-  1 3000 
nas  Carter        •»         6000 

Cockell  —  30000 
.  Craig  —         3000 

amCraggs        -      25000 

Collins  r        3000 

1  Dive  r—         2000 

ge  Dcwar  —  1000 
s  de  Paiba  r~  2000 
am  Dqnnifon  -  5000 
ird  Davenport  ,  3000 

indcr  Duncan  5000 

Darby     "      -  5000 

it  Dent  —  £00000 
les  Wentworth  Dilkie  3000 
elius  Denne  —  20000 
y  and  Duncan  Davidfon 

15000 
h  Denifon       —      60000 

Dickfon         —        3000 

Devaynnes  -  5000 
am  Duncan  -  xoooo 
train  D'Aguilar  2000 

1  and  Han.  D'Aguilar  4000 
)rummond  10000 


Alexander  Douglas 


2000 
6000 


H.  P.  Davies 

Lord  Denbigh        —       10000 

Davies,  Strachan  and  Co.  60O0 


William  Davidfon 
Davies  and  Prothero 
John  Dorricn        — 
John  Dawes  - 

Dimfdale  and  Clay 
Sir  J.  Duntze,  Bart. 
Charles  Dalbiac 
John  Duval  &  Tons  &  Co. 
De  Druflna  and  Richtcr 
James  Dalbiac  jun.      - 
James  Dalbiac        — 
Sir  Edward  Decring 
Francis  Danier       — 
Ed.  and  Robert  Darell 
Baron  Dimfdale      — 

John  Durand 
)anicl  dc  St.  Leu 
Jofcph  IXhificld 
John  Dujlin  — - 

S.  de  Medina         — 
Jofeph  Mendez  da  Cofta 
James  Duberley        - 
James  Dunlop        «— 
Philip  Dcnoycr        — 
Charles  Dumbleton 
Richard  Dcvins        — 
William  Pcarfley,  jun. 
Robert  and  Richard  Dixon  500 
John  Rofc  Drewe  500 

Abra.  Mocata  de  jMattos    2000 
Jofeph  dc  Pinto  3000 

Rpbcrt  Down  -        2000 

Sir  John  Dick,  Bart.         6000 

John  Dingwall         -         3000 
Lobt.  Drummond  &  Co.  84000 
John  Dunlop  -        6000 

William  Dcvayncs  joq 

William  Ewer      —         28000 
Sir  Arch.  Edmonftone,  Bart. 

10000 
Ifaac  Elton  —         8000 

Sir  James  Efdaile  &  Co.  10000 
Thomas  Eden  &  Co.  7000 

Grey  Elliot  -r  2000 

Sir  Henry  Kthrington       ioooo 
Samuel 


5000 

2000 

100000 

IOOOO 

5000 

50000 

3000 

8000 

xoooo 

2000 

2000 

IOOOO 

5000 
xoooo 

IOOOO 
IOOOO 

IOOO 

500 
500 

IOOO 

IOOO 

4000 
4000 

500 

2000 

500 

IOOO 
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Samuel  Endcrby  icoo 

John  Elderton         —  1000 

William  Elliott         —  6000 

Gavin  Elliott          -  1000 

Sir  John  Elliott        -  Sooo 

Francis  Eyre        —  ioooo 

Thomas  Ewer       —  12000 

Arthur  Edie            -  ioooo 
Directors  of  the  Eaft-India 

Company  »    .  320000 

William  Edwards  3000 

Thomas  Ellis            -  3000 

George  Evans            -  1000 

Thomas  Eames          -  1000 

William  Elliott         -  500 

John  Egerton             -  500 . 

Leonard  Ellington  2000 

Walter  Ewer            -  500 

Thomas  Everett  4000 

John  Edwards             -  500 

\Vm.  Edwards,  jun.  Efq.  47000 

Richard  Edwards  5000 

Fountain  El  win             -  3000 

George  Field            -  5000 

George  Field,  jun.  5000 

Cuthbert  Fiflier  5000 

Raphael  Fra  nco  3  5000 

Thomas  Fitxhcrbert  10000 

Stephen  &  Rofe  Fuller  8000 

J,  Bogle  French  8000 

'eter  Feftor            -  8000 

J.  M.  Fector            -  400D 

Villiam  Field         -  20000 

Rich.  Fuller            -  60000 

Anthony  Forman  icoo 

Simon  Frafer        —  10000 

Thomas  Fen  11            -  5000 

Richard  Forman       -^  icoo 

Jofcph  Faikney         -  1000 

Lord  Falmouth  ,10000 

•Sir  Charles  Frederick  ioooo 

Henry  Fowler           -*  3000 

William  Fuller  and  Sons  4000 

William  Faquier,  jun.  1000 

Nath.  Parker  Forth     -  30000 

Thomas  Fairer             -  3000 

Oliver  Farrcr            -  5000 

J.  Farquharfon       -  10060 

Charles  Fcrgufon        -  5000 

Hon.  Henry  Fane      -  ioooo 


Jjmes  Fitter 

Simon  Frafer    —      - 

Thomas  Full  wood      - 

John  Frafer  — 

ohn  Tinch     —     — 
George  Field,  jun,     - 
Keene  Fitzgerald 
Emanuel  Fernandes 
John  Field  - 

John  Fryer  - 

Sir  John  Frederick 
Nathaniel  French 
Michael  Fovaux,  for  A. 


z 

I 
] 

t 

I: 
2< 


George  Harkfen 

Samuel  Gift 

Daniel  Giles 

Richard  Gurney 

Meif.  Graham  &  Simpfon  : 

George Trenchard  Goodem 


-        3< 


Jonathan  Green 

Gurnell,  Hoare,  &  Co.  $(* 

Andrew  Girardot,  jun.  n 
F.divard  Creatlied 
Ifaac  Goflct            - 

Alexander  Gray         -  a< 

William  Gill             -  A 

George  Graham  h 
Robt.  &  Francis  Gofling  6c 

Thomas  Glced          -  1 

Rev.  John  Golightly  \ 

James  George             —  ] 

David  Granada         -  1 

Sir  Charles  Gould  6 

John  Glafsford  i 

Captain  Greeme         -  : 

Robert  Grant             -  ( 

Cam.  Gyde             -  ; 

Jofliua  Glover        -  : 

Dr.  William  Grant  1 
Greenwood  &  Gigginfon  1 

Peter  Galiflen         -  ip 
George  Grathome 
Paul  Greathed 
William  Gregfon 

William  Gardner  3 

John  Gurney          — «,  8 

Burtlet  Gurney          -  8 

John  Gurdcr             -  j 
Great 


xpe 

1C 
IC 


A.i)8i. 


P   .E    H    T    f    S. 


*! 


Greathead  and  Kinder 
Edward  Gillyat        —  . 
Dr.  William  Garrow    - 
William  Grey        — 
Thomas  Grccnough 
Greens  and  Walford 
John  Garfed  — - 

Gibfon  and  Johnfon 
John  Vincent  Gandolfi 
Thomas  Gibfon        — 
Andrew  Grey  — 

'daw.  Gilfon  — - 

William  Green  — 
John  Greenfidc  — 
J.  Gedhegan  — 

William  Gray        -*■ 
Thomas  Gibfon     ■■  ■  ■- 
Tofeph  Gomperty     — 
William  Gilbee       — 

David  Godfrey       

William  Gwillam      — 
Gray  and  Freeman     — 
John  Goodall         — 
Edward  Goldir.g      — 
John  Godfrey        — 
Thomas  Gibbons      — 
Richard  Gibfon         — 
John  Bernard  Gilpin    - 
Alexander  Gordon     - 
Robert  Grant  — 

Robert  Hunter        — 
Joiiah  Holford        •— 
John  Hyndman       — 
^  Thomas'  Hatchki  n      — 
Giles  Hudlbn        — 
Harris,  Harris,  &  Scott 
Edmond  Halliday.    — 
Thomas  Hankey      — 
John  Hillman         — 
A.  F.  Haldiman       — 
Sir  J.  Hen  hiker      — 

John  Harrifon  — 
)aniel  Hobfon  .»  — 
Sir  Robert  Herries  - 
Denis  Herbert  — 
Halifax,  Mills,  and  Co. 
Sir  A.  Hammond  — 
Henry  Hunter  — 
Bartholomew  Hubcr    — 


4000  Hodfoll  and  Michell    - 

actoo  John  Hildcrliien       — 

1000  J.  Ileiiiing  — 

loop  Thomas  Hey         — 

1000  Thomas  Halifax,.      — 

1000  George  Herbert         — 

2000  Thomas  Hudlbn       — 

3000  Walter  Horten         — 

1000  Benjamin  Hollowell     - 

50P  Thomas  Harris         — 

1000  George  Hutchinfon     - 

1000  John  Hankey  — 

1000  Stephen  Hough       — 

2000  John  Halliday        — 

1000  Thomas  Hake        — 

1000  Michael  Herries        — 

3000  John  Hunter  — 

4000  Herbcn,  Flight,  &  Co. 

1000  Peter  Hammond        — 

2000  Thomas  Holroyd       ~- 

1000  William  Hcndcrfon 

1000  James  Hcfeltinc       — 

500  AVilliam  Hodfon        — 

1000  William  Hail         ■ 

1000  Nathaniel  Hodges     — 

2000  Marm.  Hotton        — 

5000  Arthur  Hammond      - 

25000  M.  CopcHopton        — 

1  5000  Alexander  Hunter      — 

6000  Mofes  Hadfield        — 

3000  William  Harrifon      — 

5000  Samuel  Harrifon      — 

2000  Stephen  Hall  — 

5000  John  Hallctt       >    ■ 

1 0000  John  Halliburton      — 

6000  Mcflrs.  Hanfons       — 

300P  John  Hingcftone      — 

60000  Daniel  Hobfon         — ■ 

1000  Francis  Hay  ward      — - 

5000  Richard  Hay  — 

icooo  John  Hay  ward         — 

8000  George  Heming,  ju». 

25000  John  Howard  — 

icccoo  John  S.  Horton       — 

j  oop  Alexander  Hamilton 

6qooo  Charles  Hawkins       — 

8000  William  Hamilton     — ■ 

4000  David  Harvey  — 

-    30:0  CJjofk;c  Uttrvty         — - 


3000 

2000 

3000 

6000 

3000 

2000 

loop 

2000 

1009 

$000 

2000 

4000 

1 0000 

1 0000 

5000 

$000 

40000 

■   8000 

2000 

500 

$00 

1000 

1000 

500 

2000 

1000 

xooo 

$00 

IOOO 

IOOO 

2000 

2000 

IOOO 

2000 

IOOO 

2000 

IOOO 

2000 
500 
500 
500 

-  IOOO 

2000 
rooo 

-  2030 

500 

coo 
1000 

Torvp 

r?."i:i:^ 
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Abrah.  Newland     —  ibooo 

{amcs  Neild          —  iooo 

>eter  Nicol          —  500 

Fafham  Nairn        — •  cooo 

John  Nailor          —  6000 
Thomas  Newnham  (Alderman) 

■  2000 

Thomas  Newte        -*•  500 

Sir  James  Napier      —  500 

fames  Ncalfon        —  2000 

Henry  Ncwcomb     ■=*•  3000 

William  Noble     ,  —  1000 

Henry  Nicola        —  500 

George  Newnham     —  2000 

Ifrael  Naflb             —  5000 

Robert  N  ion        —  1000 

William  Northage      — -  500 

Peter  Nicoli          —  2000 

Dr.  G.  Oliver         —  4000 

T«  Ormrs            — -  3000 

John  Oilier            —  9000 

Dr,  D  Ofnie            —  2000 

Thomas  Oliver        —  41000 

Prcfcotts, Grotcs,  &  Co.  i 00006 

F.  N.  Palman        —  1000 

Thomas  Powell       —  2000 
Pattcrfon's  and  Icelin     -     3000 

Jivan  Pugh            —  5000 

Pigon  and  Andrews    —  4000 

James  Phynn             —  5006 

David  Pugh             —  2000 

David  Powell             —  1000 

Anthony  Parkin      —  3000 

H.  Parry                 —  3000 

John  Pechic             —  1000 

Thomas  Parke        —  4000 

Peter  Pope            —  3000 

John  Purling        —  10000 

T.  J.  Portau         —  4000 

Samue    Peach          —  10000 

John  Powell         —  1 0000 

Samuel  Potts           —  3000 

William  Payntcr      —  1000 

John  Pardoe             —  10000 

John  Pardoe,  jun.     —  10000 

Pugets  and  Bainbridge  -    4000 

Samuel  Plumb        —  5000 

J.  Price             —  iooo 


Per;  Pott  —  * 

David  Powell,  jun.  —  1 
Pybusj  Dorfei,  Be  Co.  -  ij 
John  Pardon  -*-       2 

Nicholas  Phillips  —  1 
George  Payne  —  4 
Thomas  Pugh  —  j 
Henry  Pierfon,  &  Co.  2c 
R.  and  W*  Pinchbeck  -  i 
Thomas  Pratt  -*•  ic 
Richard  Peckham  —  2 
Anthony  Pye  ■       \ 

Edward  Payne  *—  8( 
J.  Pavne  —  1 

Jofeph  Paice         —        2« 
John  Purricr        —        11 
Thomas  Poolle       — 
S*  Pretor  — - 

P eter  Pierfoa         — 
Henry  Play  ford        — 
Richard  Plimpton    %— 
Palmer  and  Hodg-fqn     -    , 
Nathaniel  Paul        — 
Thomas  Pickford      — 
Pierre  point  &  Waddington 
Chrifrouhex  Potttnger    - 
Jofeph  Peele  — 

Thomas  Parfons       — 
Edward  Pearfon         — 
Richard  Patch         — 
Alarm.  Peacock        — 
George  Pruddon        — 
James  Portia  —  , 

Thomas  Pemberton    — * 
John  Philips  — 

Michael  Pope  — 

T    Whallcy  Partington  .  - 
John  Parfons  — 

Dr,  Lucas  Pepys      — 
John  Perins  —        3 

John  Perkins         —        2 
William    'ullock        — 
Sir  Ferdinand  Poole,  Bart. 
Thomas  Quintin      — 

Milward  Roe  

George  Robinfon      — 
Robert  Randall        — 
Rivier,  Crawley,  &  Co.    1 
G 


:fiU 


DEBATES. 


26$ 


crt  Rofs            —  3000 
il  Aflu  ranee  Exchange  Di- 

ftors        — *-  1 00000 

RatctffFe         —  2000 

igg  and  Son      —  5000 
lonv  Richaxdfon    •    20000 

ss  Heed            —  cooo 

:s  Reyer            —  $000 

rge  Ramus        —  5000 

.  Reade-         —  60000 

lony  J*  Rucker    -  10000 
mas  Robinfoa     -—      5000 

nas  Rawfon     —  10000 

nond,Harley&Co.  1 00000 

nas  Rurafejr      —  3000 

•ge  Rofe          —  5000 

el  Richard        —  5000 

7,  B.  Roufe     —  toooo 

laynes            —  4000 

«  Rollefton      —  3000 

Kick  and  Henckeli  2000 

*  Ritcher        —  4000 

trick  Reynolds    -  10000 

.  Rathbone        —  4000 

*el  Rainforth      —  1000 

Rae            -—  2000 

tun  Roe            —  2009 

rs.  Richaxdfon    —  10000 


Roiicr  — 


3000 


nas  Ridgeway     -  10000 

id  Rufh            —  3000 

Ad  T.  Raikes     —  5000 

kh  Rickarda       —  2000 

:  Ranfom            —  4000 

Rae            —  1000 

lam  Robcrtfon    — -  400Q 

under  Rofs        —  2000 

iam-Rofe         —  jooo 

John-Rufs      —  loop 

imin  Rogers      —  3000 

aid  Robinfon      —  500 

iel  Rollifton        —  500 

inder  Robarti     —  2000 

1  Rooke            —  500 

>  Jluften            —  2000 

ge  Rutt            —  1000 

trd  Reeve        —  1009 

Richards         —  500 

Raymond        —  iooo 

ra  Robinfon  —  1000 
)LlL 


Matthew  Raw  —       500 

William  Rots             —  2000 

Thomas  Rufh        ~  25000 

Francis  Squire         —  4000 

Jofeph  Salvadore      —  4000 

Gf.  Steward            ~-  10000© 

Art.  Shakefpcar        —  3000 

Robert  &tevc«fa»     ~  ioooo 

Jeremiah  Sneyd       ~-  5000 

Thomas  Stevcnlbn     —  3000 

William  Strahan       —  10000 

John  Schoolbred       —  3CO0 
Sadlier  &  Guillaume      -     5000 

George  Srainforth     -w  20009 

William  Spcer        ~  10000 

General  Skeene       —  10009 

Jabez  Smith          —  1000 

Solomon  Salomons     —  5000 

kand  J.  Sstpoctis      —  3000 

me  M.  Schaub      —  iooo 

P.  Simond            —  2000© 

James  Levin  Salomon*  8000 

Abel  Smith          —  5000© 

Smith,  Payne,  &  Smith  60000 

W,  Saxby             —  2000 

J.  Stabler          ■  ~~  2000 

Edward  Stanley      ~  10000 

William  Smith        —  1000 

H.  Strachey            —  icooo 

Thomas  Smith        —  3000 

Alexander  Sticll       —  3000 

Merrot  Stephens       —  2000 

iohn  S.  Stock          —  2000 

lark  Smith  Ion          —  1 000 

William  Smith       —  10000 

Samuel  Smith,  fen.  &jun.  20000 

Sir  R.  Symons        «~*  10000 
L.  Spilfbury          «— 
Francis  Stephens       — » 
Jobtt  Stephenfon       ~ 
John  Slade             -4- 
Thomas  Smith        -*♦>" 
P.  A.  Sapte            «•*♦ 
William  Edward  Smith 
Sir  Thomas  Scwell     — 


xooo 
2009 
1 0000 
5000 
'  xooo 
5000 
3000 
5000 

John  Spiller         t-  10000 

Caleb  Edward  Smith  -  500Q 
William  'Sande us  *  ■»-  xooo 
Bibbald  and  Brown  —  2009 
Hon.  Charles  Stuart  r  10000 
M  m  Thomas 


a6fit 
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Thomas  Sedgwick      —  jcoo 

-Samuel  Sneyd          —  5000 

William  Sheldon      —  2 coo 

Joicph  Smith             —  1000 

'rancis  Sykcs         — -  iocoo 

Lieut.  Col.  Saxton    —  3:00 

Thomas-  Sutton         —  6coo 
South-Sea  Company,  Directors 
of             ■                     200000 

John  Charles  Splitgerber  10000 

Smith  and  Sill         —  67000 

BcLJamin  Smith       —  15000 

John  Ski r row             —  qooo 

John  Staples             —  1000 

Hardinge  Stracey      —  soco 

R.  Stephcnibn      —  20000 

George  Stackpole       —  5000 

Smiths,  Naifh,   &  Co.  3C000 

Tohn  Snaith             —-  iqooo 

John  Stephens         —  8000 

Staples,  Dimfdale,&  Co.  50000 

George  Soltau        —  2000 

William  Soltau        —  ■  1000 

Thomas  Smith        —  500 

TohnSavery            —  1000 

Culling  Smith          —  *coo 
Hon.  Mr*.  Sufan  St.  John     500 

Jofeph  Shrimpton       —  500 

Charles  Smith           —  500 

Thomas  She  well       —  ioot> 

Smith,  Wineholt,  &  Co.  1000 

Klizabeth  Saville      —  2000 

J.  and  N.  Stonard     —  1000 

Richard  Seaman       —  1000 

William  Stetr,  jun.    — •  1000 

Frederick  Standert,  jun.  5000 

William  Sayer         —  500 

Tames  Semplc         —  5P0 

iRobert  Scott             —  5000 

William  Seaber      —  3000 

Weft.  Snaith           —  jooo 

John  Snaith,  jun,      —  xoco 

Thomas  Snaith        —  lOcp 

Jonathan  Steel        —  4000 

Thomas  Sedgwick      —  1 00a 

Edward  Seward        —  3000 

Henry  Spencer        —  3°o° 

^hotnas  Stunton       —  iooo 

n  Smith           —  500 


Sales  and  Pollard        *■-  u 
Thomas  Pit!  Sc-ad       ■*— 

Thomas  Sir.iih         1— •  r> 

Nnihan  Salomons       -?—  i\ 

HV«c  Smith             —  3 

Charles  Stewart         —  2'' 

Daniel  Stephenfon      —  i 

Richard  SimmondS     —  1 

Thomas  Shuttle\vorth    -  1 

Shavipe,  Maude,  &  Co.  -  5 

A.  H.  Sutherland       —  2 
William  Smith          — - 
William  Steer          — -  x 
James  Skelton             — 
Edward  Stewart        —  1 
Henry  Spencer         —  2 
William  Slann         .  — 
Smith,  Elliibn*  &  Brown  2 
John  Scott  (Milbank)    -  ; 
John  Scott  (Hammerfmith/ 

™«   •     '  l6i 

William  Sheldon       —      61 

Drummond  Smith  .  —    ii< 

William  Smith         —      301 

Lewis  Tcflier         —        4a 

WiUiam  Thompfon      -     k 

Anthony  Todd         —      jot 

Tibbjets  and  Belcher     -  .  j< 

John  Hinton  Tritton   -   ra 

Thorneton  &  Comewall  20a 

Peter  Tkellufion     -*-    250c 

G.  Tatem  — .  & 

Godfrey  Thornjton    —  20c 

Robert  Taylor         —        5c 

B.  Thorn  Ton  .       —         10c 
Andrew.  Thomfon   .—    20c 

James  Thomas         _       « 
rancis  Tomkins       —      re 
R.Tibbits  -,  i 

John  Timminga        —       k 
Trinity  Houfe,  Corporation 

Robert  ..Trevor  —  ;c 

Samuel  Townfend  —  oc 

Elias  Tuckell  -—  5c 

Bryan  Troughton  —  6c 

Tnomas  Tyndall  —  5c 

John  Townfon  —  jog 

Pr.  Tucker  —  « 

.    .  wis 


[781.               D 

E    A 

lam  Taylor       — 

4000 

is  Tierney,  Executors  of 

5000 

ry  Thompfon      — »- 

3©ooo 

mas  Thompfon     - 

5000 

1  Tuftin            — 

5000 

1  Trotter        — 

1 0000 

lThiftlewood      — 

1000 

ierick  Teufli        — 

500 

•mas  Tritton       — 

1000 

iiam  Tatnall,  jun.   - 

1000 , 

mas  Thome       — 

iooo' 

liam  Taylor       '— 

1000 

es  Taylor  -       — 
mas  T  rower      -~ 

1000 

2000 

lard  Twining       — 

3000 

:  Thompfon        — 
rlejtTeiffier        — 

500 

2000 

hen  Teiffier       — 

2000 

r  Treves        — 

6000 

»mas  Torr      ..  — 

2000 

jamin  Vaughan    — 
l\  Vaughan     v — 

2000 

2000 

ghan  and  Margetfon 

lOOO 

bony  Villion      — 

30000 

dermuelen  &  Jorvett 

$oo° 

rlcs  Van  Notten 

1 0000 

>irk  Van  Clootwyk   - 

1000 

•■  Jos.  Van  Neck  and  Co. 

ICOOO 

er  Hugueran, -Lord  of  Vry- 

auyen             — 

5000 

a  Vowcil          — 

30CO 

don  Urqithart       — 

2000 

irVan  Notten     — 

15000 

►ert  Udny         — 

ltooo 

q  Vaughan           — 

500 

Ifort  Van  Hemet    - 

IOOO 

Vigne              — 

500 

:rles  Vann        — - 

500 

ifoodhoufe    .     — 

8000 

ithan  Watken       — 

2000 

n  Whitelock       — 

20000 

>mas  Wright        — 

5000 

liam  Williams      — • 

IOOO 

hony  Wright  &  Son 

-  2000 

rles  Williams      — 

3000 

.rlcs  Wray        — 
tfon  and  Kafhleigh  - 

1 0000 

•15000 

mel  Warren       -♦•» 

2000 

Mm 


T    E    & 

Wickenden  and  Moffat  20000 

Walpole,  Clarke,  &  Co.  25000 

Matthew  Winter       —  S°°° 

J.  and  D.  Webfter    —  3000 

Henry  White          —  6000 

T.  White              —  1000 
Robert  &  Farley  Willing    5000 

Thomas  Wellings     —  10000 

Peter  Waldo         5000 

John  and  William  Wells  8000 
Anthony  Whitelock     —    2000 

Martin  Whifli         —  3000 

Mark  Weyland        —  10000 

Alexander  Wynch      —  2000 

Nicholas  Webb       —  15000 

ames  Willis        —  8000 

obn  Williams        —  8000 

^  ofeph  Waugh       —  25000 

.  ohn  Wcthercll         —  500 

Nathaniel  Webb       —  5000 

Adam  Wood             —  2000 

Jofeph  Watkins         —  8000 

Edward  Wilfbrd       —  5 coo 

E.  Woodcock          —  3000 

Samuel  Worrall        —  3000 

George  Welch        —  qooo 

R.  Woodford          —  2000 

William  Watts         —  3000 

Tohn  Way         .    —  3000 

James  Whatman      —  5000 

William  Waller       —  20000 

George  Wejiftcr       —  loop 

Samuel  Warburton     —  3000 

John  Wallace         —  2000. 

'Major  Robert  Williams  ^000 
Dr.  Warren             — 
Francis  Wood 

John  Balchen  Welt     —  5000 

ohn  Warren         —  1000 

George  Whitehead      —  2000 

Thomas  Wilkins       —  1000 

Jacob  Wilfon          —  1000 

Jacob  Whit  bread       —  500 

William  Welton       —  1000 

John  Wanfey          — •  loco 

John  Warren         —  500 

William  Wood       '  —  500 

Chriftopher  Willonghby  2C00 
William  Wcftmacott      -    2000 

John  Wilfon        —  1000 
JofcpU 
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iooco 


—        20000 


Francis  Williams       — 

1000 

Jofeph  Ward          — 

3000 

Gcur^e  Whratlcy      - 

1300a 

Mstor  Jaha  White     -» 

3000 

Tohc  WiiLm       —      — • 

3000 

""? httis  Wood         — 

13009 

Abtaha^x  L .  -X: menes     • 

-    3000 

Yousg.  S*eer,  &  Jones 

1 0000 

Gavin  Y«ucg          •**- 

3000 

Tiinothy  Yeates         — 

8000 

John  Yerfeurv           — 

200* 

fc.RoeYeo*    -       - 

1 0000 

Jocdh  Yiiiowiey         — 

500 

[iohr.  Y~res        -       - 

2000 

Tbczui  Young         - 

2000 
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Toferb  Walter-       —  2cso 

jfa-T.es  Vv'oocbridge     —  ^.zoo 

JohnWt-ksr            —  rcco 

Itazc  Wsikrr       —        —  2.ZZO 

W:li:--r.  W:l£^3        -  rco 

W:1L:jlt.  W;:A-         —  :ico 

Robert  W:L>r.        -*-  zsoa 

Charles  Wil-.Va          —  zoo 

Thorr.is  Wiil           —  :oco 

bi^for.  c:>i  I:rsc  Warner  zaco 

Sj.n?.jfl  "iVrirVcr       —  :dco 

Wi;;:.-*.  Wt::\r        —  fco 

Thcnv:*  V.":l".;:ix.5        -  fco 

J  oar.  Wocl.trr-halrnt     -  ioo 

ieb::  V.\v'.:.;v         —  toco 

H-ch  W^.*V         —  Idco 

R:jh„ri  W-:i          -■  toe 3                                    £.i:*,oog.ooo 

Thoni-i^'k^:::r:osii:Co-5COo        A-  Jte^iant,  Chief  (aofliicr. 

The  Hcuf-  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  loan  bHI. 

M.-.K^fr*.  Mr„  ffir??  laid,  that  »  this,  as  weSl  as  in  every  other 
flageof  the*bii!.  the  Hocte  cf  Commons  had  a  right,  in  his 
opinion,  tc  examine  into  the  c>cum£ances  of  the  loan,  and 
to  ciier  luch  akeracron  as  thev  ihould  think  eligible  and  ad- 
vantageous to  the  public,  it  they  had  not  this  right,  he  con- 
i:ders?d  their  ceremonious  proceedings  as  a  mockery  of  pow- 
*r;  and  -hit  they  polSaEd  no  right  to  affert  their  own  opi- 
nions. a:vd  act  as  the  r  discretion  might  dictate  for  thebaic* 
t::  of  the:r  ccnftrtsenr*.  He  looked  on  the  Ron*  as  a  deli- 
berative  Srdy  ;  but.  i:  this  ds^Vriie  was  eftablifhed,  which, 
fro::*  the  language  cf  fcrrrer  yesrs,  a*  well  as  from  the  con- 
duct of  fcnr.fr  years,  it  teemed  to  be  acknowledged,  thsa 
he  could  onlv  ccntder  Parliament  as  the  reglfter  of  themi- 
niiter's  traductions,  and  not  as  a  Jjody  pofitned  of  difcretio- 
n..rv  and  deiSrative  powers,  who  could  ad  vile,  check,  and 
cov.tro!  the  ccrdeii  cf  minilters.  The  prefenl  loan,  wider 
ail  :t>  complicated  evils  merited  the  molt  feriaus  rnveftiga- 
t-.on  o:  the  Hourr;  attd  even  now,  though  the  firft  depofit 
was  :v.-de,  he  corceiv-d  that  they  both  hid  th»  right  and  the 
po*..  .waiter  the  terms  cf  the 'loan,  and  tend  the  minifter 
Iv.ck  to  i::a!xe  a  freih  bargain  wth  the  money  tenders.  If 
thev  h..d  not  this  right,  h*  declared  that  all  their  ceremooic* 
and  ro'ins  were  »rere  mockery 

Lj;J.v.r.«y  Lord  A*.':,  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Houle  had 
n  a  final  and  conciufxve  agteement  ta  the  bargain  whidr 
■      fury  had  made,  when  they  agreed  to  the  report  from 

the 
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the  -committee,  and  that  after  that  time,  undoubtedly  they 
could  riot,  confident  with  juftiac,  with  honour,  or  with 
policy,  break  or  alter  the  bargain  which  had  been  made* 
Euch  a  breach  of  their  bargain  would  be  attended  with  con. 
fcqoences  infinitely  more  di  fad  vantages  and  fatal  than  the 
terms  of  the  loan  could  poffrMy  be,  let  them  be  as  exorbitant 
as  it  waipoflibJe.  It  would  be  a  breach  in  national  faith, 
and  would  give  the  world  *eafon  to  diftruft  the  ftate.  Un- 
doubtedly the  Parliament  had  the  power  to  check  and  to  con- 
trol the  treafufy.  Having  the  powers  of  deliberation,  they 
certainly  «ould  refcind  any  refolution  which  they  had  made ; 
'  but  they  would  always  conGder  how  the  exercife  of  their 
power  was  connected  with  policy,  In  this  inftance  the  ma- 
.  jority  of  the  Houfe  had  agreed  to  the  bargain,  and  their  opi- 
nion had  boond  the  minority  to  acquiescence.  The  noble 
lofd  enforced  this  dofirine  by  various  arguments. 
/  Sir  Gttrgc  Savile  urged  the  neeeflity  of  bringing  all  the  cir-  s»r  $**& 
cumflances  of  that  loan  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe.  Sevutm 
•The  unwarrantable,  and  the  fliameful  extravagance  of  the 
bargain,  added  to  the  ftirewd  fufpiciori  that  it  had  been  made 
for  the  purpofc  of  corrupting  the  members  of  that  Houfe, 
Referred  the  rnoft  ferious  enquiry. 

The  bill  pafled  without  farther  difpttte. 

The  Houi'e  then  received  the  report  from  the  committee  of 
Jways  and  means  of  the  taxes,  and  agreed  to  it. 

Mr.  Byng  aflted  Lord  North  whether  he  intended  any  ahe-fltlr.  B*ng* 
ration  in  the  taxes,  in  order  to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of 
the  three  laft  years  ? 

Lord  North  declared,  that  he  intended  a  revifion  of  the  LoriAV/* 
taxes,    in  which  he  hoped  to  introduce  a  plan  for  making 
good  thofe  deficiencies  which  had  occurted  in  the  three  lalt 
years* 

Mr.  Dempficr  faid,  that  he  was  glad  that  the  noble  lord  had  Mr.  Dcmj> 
undertaken  to  revife  the  taxes,  a  work  both  very  deilrable  Jier* 
and. much  to  be  commended,  and  he  trufted  that  he  would 
think  the  expunging  of  the  tax  on  audi  ions  would  be  a  work 
worthy  of  a  financier;  for  he  Rated  that  tax  to  be  one  which 
operated  like  the  tax  in  Spain,  which  went  to  all  commodities, 
.   and  was  finally  deftruftive  to  all  commerce. 

•Lord  North  declared,  that  the  auftion  tax,  which  had  been  ImiKmh 
•originally  ftated  at  37,500!.  had  certainly  been  a  productive 
tax,  for  it  had  amounted  to  from  between  thirty-fix  and  thir- 
ty-feven  thoufand  pounds  in  the  laft  year. 

The  fecond  order  of  the  day  being  now  read,  for  the  atten- 
dance of  Mr.  Thomas  Noxon,  and  Mr,  Thomas  Butler,  late 

ihenffj 
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flieriffs  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  and  for  taking  into  farther 
consideration  the  feveral  petitions  prefented  to  this  Houfe 
upon  the  26th  of  November. laft,  relating  to  the  return  made 
by  the  laid  flieriffs  at  the  laft  general  election,  the  faid  flieriffs 
and  the  counfel  for  Lord  Sheffield  and  Mr.  Roe  Yoe,  and 
for  the  feveral  freemen  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  who  have 
petitioned  this  Houfe,  complaining  of  the  condu&of  the  faid 
flieriffs,  were  called  in  \  arid  the  fhefiffs  acquainted  the  Houfe 
that  the  counfel  they  had  applied  to  had  ndt  had  time  to  pre* 
pare  himfelf  to  undertake  their  defence.  Then  one  of  the 
counfel  for  Lord  Sheffield  and  Mr.  Roe  Yoe*  and  for  the 
feveral  freemen  of  the  city  of  Coventry  who  have  petitioned 
this  Houfe,  complaining  of  the  condu&  of  the  faid  flieriffs, 
fummed  up  their  evidence ;  and  the  flieriffs  being  afked  what 
«  they  had  to  fay  in  their  juftificatidn  of  their  having  made  no 
return  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  at  the  laft  general 
eleftion,  and  in  anfwer  to  the  matters  charged  againft  them 
in  the  petitions  of  Lord  Sheffield  and  Mr  Roe  Yoe,  and  of 
the  feveral  freemen  of  the  city  of  Coventry  who  have  petition- 
ed this  Houfe,  complaining  of  their  condu£r»  the  faid  flieriffs 
were  heard ;  and  having  defired  that  their  under  flierifF,  who 
attended  as  their  agent,  might  examine  the  witneffes  who 
had  been  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe  on  their  behalf,  the  faid 
sigent  was  called  in,  and  at  the  bar  examined  the  feveral  witneffes 
who  were  attending  in  juftification  of  the  condudl  of  the  faid 
flieriffs;  and  the  faid  agent  having  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe 
that  the  faid  flieriffs  had  ftill  feveral  other  witneffes,  but  that 
they  were  now  at  Coventry,  and  that  they  therefore  defired 
farther  time,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  to  funimon  the 
faid  witneffes,  the  faid  flieriffs  and  their  agent,  and  the  faid 
counfel,  were  directed  to  withdraw ;  and  a  motion  made,  and 
the  queflion  put,  That  the  farther  attendance  of  the  faid 
flieriffs,  and  the  farther  confideration  of  the  faid  petition, 
relating  to  the  return  made  by  them  for  the  faid  city  of  Co- 
ventry, at  the  late  general  el&ion,'  be  adjourned  till  this  day 
ii:'n  night. 

It  paffed  in  the  negative. 
•  Then  the  faid  flieriffs,  and  their  agent,  and  the  faid  coun- 
fel, were  again  called  in;  and  the  flieriffs  having  acquainted 
the  Houfe,  that  they  had  no  other  witnefles  to  produce,  the 
laid  ilieriffs,  and  their  agent,  and  the  laid  counfel,  were  again 
dirc&ed  to  withdraw. 

After  which  it  was 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  at  the  laft 
general  eleJlion  of  citizens,  to  ferve' in  Parliament  for  theci- 
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j  of  Coventry,  »Thomas  Noxon  and  Thomas  Butler,  the 
neriiFs,  who  were  the  returning  officers  at  the  fa  id  election, 
flrere  not  prevented  by  riots,  or  otherwile,  from  making  a 
return  of  members  to  ferve  in  the  Parliament  for  the  laid 
:ity.  * 

Refolved,  nomine  eontradicrntc,  That  the  faid  Thomas  No\-- 
in  and  Thomas  Butler,  late  fheriffs  of  the  laid  city  of  Cc 
gentry,  not  having  made  any  return  of  members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament  at  the  laft  general  election  for  the  faid  city,  are 
thereby  guilty  of  a  high  violation  of  the  law,  and  a'grofs 
breach  ol  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Thomas  Noxton  and  Thomas  But- 
ler be,  for  the  faid  offence,  committed  to  his  Majeily's  jail 
of  Newgate,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  iflue  his  warrant  ac- 
cordingly. 

They  were  then  put  into  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at 
arms,  who  conveyed  them  to  Newgate  in  a  hackney  coach, 
where  they  arrived  at  half  pad  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Ow- 
ing to  the  deftru&ion  of  this  place  in  the  late  conflagra- 
tion, the  keeper  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  put  the  ihentls 
in  any  other  place  but  the  cells,  or  the  guard  room  among 
the  foldier?,  the  latter  of  which  they  preferred. 

March   16. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hopkins  to  change  the  place  Mr.lij/liai 
pf  confinement  appointed  for  the  iherifts  of  Coven trv,  and 
in  (lead  of  their  continuance  in  Newgate,  to  put  them  into 
the  cuflody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms.  The  realon  for  this  mo- 
tion, he  auigned  to  be  the  extreme  feverity  of  their  confine- 
ment in  Newgate,  on  account  of  the  injuries  which' it  fuilain- 
ed  bjr  the  late  tumults.  Though  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Houfe,  that  the  fheriffs  fhould  he  punilhcd  for  their  neglect, 
pr  abufe  of  duty,  it  iurely  was  net  their  intention  to  clafs 
them  with  felons,  and  immure  them  in  the  cells  of  the  prifon. 
The  hurn.anjty,  as  well  as  the  juftice  of  the  motion,  hetruft- 
pdf  would  be  the  bell  recommendations  in  its  favour. 
.  A  fliort  conversion  arofe  upon  this  fubjeft,  in  which 
Lord  Sheffield  obferved,  that  though  the  prifon  of  Newgate 
was  undoubtedly  unfit,  yet  there  were  very  convenient  apart- 
ments in  the  prilon  of  Tothill-lields,  to  which  the  flienlis 
plight,  Wtth  great,  propriety,  be  lent.  The  motion  was  finally 
agreed  to. 

Lord  North  gave  notice,  that  on  Mond/.v  tlx  19th,  he  would  LJ.  .Wr 
call  the  atten$;on  pfthe  Houfe  to  a  r^virOM  of  the  ihitics  on 

f""-  ■  Mr. 
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t;  y 

Thomas  Hogart.b      — 

looo 

Kerr,  Pope,  Dyfitfp,  nod  Co. 

William  Hammond,  fen. 

aoqo 

««> 

180c* 

Chin  lea  Harris         — 

20OO 

Robert  Knox        — 

loooo   ! 

William  Heald       — 

40000 

|.  F.  Kern  J        — 

xvm 

Col.  Nathaniel  Haywooc 

3000 

Henry  Kcenc          — 

J*9 

H,  Holland,  jun,       — 

6000 

James  Ken*           — 
Benjamin  Kentoa       -*- 
Godfey  KetrJe        — 

pom 

Alexander  Hope      — * 

53000 

tOOf 

John  Ingram         — 
Charles  Jaekfoji         — 

2000 

im 

jooo 

Charles  Keightjey      — 

15009 

William  Jonei          — * 

4000 

T»  D*  Lucadou  Sc  Co*f    * 

I0OO5 

Adam  Jcllicoe        — 

[000 

Ellas  Lindo            — 

S°°J> 

Sir  Win,  James,  Bart. 

I 00000 

Live  fey          — 

>ooco 

Thomas  James         — 

1000 

Robert  Ledlie           — 

JOOP 

t,  and  J.  Jamet      — 

1000 

Loitard,  Cazeuovc  &  Co. 

fOitOO 

Jones,  Havard*  &  Jone$ 

90000 

J.  Martin  Leake        — 

8000 

James  Johnfon        — 

3000 

John  Limb             — 

$**> 

Richard  James        — 

4000 

Warren  Lifle         — 

IOO0O 

William  J  action      ■ — 
1 1  rural  Johniton       — ■ 

5000 

Longdale  and  Son 

G*  J.  Lichen  rood       — > 

6000 

4000 

JOQO 

Junes  Jones           — 

5000 

P.  Robert  Lnard       — 

1000 

George  Jones        — i 

1 000 

Lee,  Avion,  and  Co.    - 

6000 

George  V6n        *  ^ 

1000 

Ladbroke,  Rawtinfon,  and  Co, 

Jofcph  Jones          — 
James  jackfon        « 

3000 

— 

6000a 

1000 

Lcflie,  Grove,  and  Co- 

Sooo 

Jeukm  Jones         — - 

5000 

Lang  (ion,  PoLhill,  &  Co. 

2  SOOO 

George  Jack  lb n       — > 

10000 

London  Aflunmcc   Office 

Thomas  Johnics     — 

10000 

rectors             — --  m 

230000 

Henry  Jones        mm  .m 

1 0000 

Lindcgren  and  Co.     — — 

3000 

William  Jones        —    , 

15000 

Edward  Lucas        — 

1000 

William  Jones        — 

3000 

James  Leake          — 
Sir  William  Lemon,  Fm 

Sooo 

J.  Wingate  Jennings    - 
Cuchhi.it  Johnfoit      •** 

2000 

rby(  & 

2000 

Co*              — ■ 

25000 

Jnfeph  Jowett        — ■ 
Jolm  Jones           ifc- 

TOOO 

J*  Larbc nt,  fen.      — 

v-w 

3000 

Thomas  Lock          *— 

1000 

George  "Jeflery         o| 
Gnrhih  Jones        — 

500 

William  Lander        — 

3000 

1000 

S*  Martin  Leake      — 

jooa 

Godfchafl  Johnfon    — 

J  000 

John  Leilte 

eooti 

John  Kir  wan         — 

1000 

Le  Cointe,  and  Son    - 

40000 

K  oger  Kerrifon       — 

20000 

Lti  Hugh  Lloyd       — 

1000 

KhuffandCo.        -^ 

3000 

Thomas  Lloyd        *— 

$000 

Kopi  &  Coufernakers   ^ 

1   5000 

Edward  Lowndes       — 

1000 

John  Kenriek        — 

1 0000 

Robert  Lowndes        — 

*i>j7(i 

Thomas  Kcere         — 

^000 

John  Lucas           — 
Thomas  Longman      » 

JlTOrt 

K  i  11  loc  k  an  d  Hogg      — 

;ooo 

3000 
lOOO 

Thomas  Kelfall       — 

2000 

Judith  Levy           *— 

William  Killct         — 

J0OO 

Thomas  Lilly            — . 

2O0f> 
OOOO 

Redmond  Kelly         — 

2000 

Charles  Lu t w  ydge     ■— 
Matthew  Lewis       — 

William  Knox        *— 

J  0000 

1  noon 

John  Kendall,  for  the  York 

James  Laird         — 

Bank            — 

40000 

- 

Cap. 

8s. 

David  Laird  — 
,  Lavcefler  — 
r  Littledale  — 
Lcfcvre  — 

Lefevrc  — 

rd  Lefevrc  — 
Langfton  .  — 
ingdale,  jun.  - 
rpent,  jun.  — 
xl  Lewis  — 
as  Lockyer  — 
as  Ludbey  — 
m  Lucas  — 
[gue  Lind  — 
t  Cooper  Lee  - 
tier,  Bax  &  Ellil 
am  Lara  — 
:s  Loch  more  - 
m  Lane  — 

k  6.  Lamprier 
*•  Lufada,  jun. 
.  Lomas 

f9  Darby  &  Knott 
VIolfat  — 

Montague      — 
:  Mitford        — 
Mackintosh    — 
as  Martin        -— 
Son,  &  Atkinfbn 
VTrtford         _ 
rbcrt  Mackworth 
in  Matthews     — 
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xoooo 
4060 

3000 
3000 

IOOO 

$00 

2000 

IOOO 

3000 

1 0000 
IOOO 

1000 
2000 
4000 

IOOO 
IOOO 

4000 

IOOO 

500 

IOOO 

-    5000 

—       500 
3000 

2COO 

5000 

IOOO 
IOOO 

2000 

200000 

4000 

10000 

2000 


iron  —  5000 

Mackenzie      —      5000 
Mackenzie     —      icooo 
Metcalfe      —      10000 
yrick  —         5000 

sthold  —        2000 

m  Manning  —  40000 
m  Mitford  —  8000 
tfawhood  — •  4000 
m  Mathews  —  10000 
Vfcrry  —  8000 

t  Mackay  —  15000 
and  Le  Chevalier  5000 
Maduit  —  xoooo 
*d,Mafterman,&Co.  1  cooo 
niel]  Modigliani  —  8000 
r,  Pell,  and  Down  30000 


5000 
1 0000 
1000 
5000 
2000 
10000 


2000 
3000 
8000 
6000 
4000 
1 0000 

IOOO 


Edward  Moore 

James  Margetfon 

tofph  Marryatt 

William  Mafcail 

James  Madden 

John  Mayor        — 

Robert  Mayne       —       90000 

Marlar,  Steward,  &  Boyd  3000 

Mainwaring  &  Ruflell    -    c;ooo 

Marfti  and  Creed      — 

Stephen  Maberley      — 

John  Michie         — 

John  Mottcux        — 

William  Miufhall      — 

Leonard  Morfe      — 

John  Marrat  — • 
Lobert  Mawley  —  500 
Doctor  Milmun  —  1000 
Robert  Maitland  —  2000 
Mrs.  F.  Maynard  —  1000 
John  Markett        —  8000 

C.  Mackintoih  —  6000 
L.  Mackintoili  —  6coo 
Robert  Morfe        — 

Jonn  Mafon  — 

Iaitlands  and  Co.     — 
Thomas  Millington    — 
Maze  and  Steer         — 
Mrs.  S.  Mufgrave      — 
Michael  Mitchell        — 
Mallet  and  Friiby       — 
John  Maddifon        — 
James  Madden        — 
Thomas  Mafterfon      — 
Wm.  M'Gcorge      — 
William  Mellifti       — 
Dr.  J.  Moore        — 
Samuel  Morrow     — 

John  Morton        — 
Lich.  Molefworth     — 
William  Morrow     — 
Jofeph  Nutt  — 

John  Nutt  — 

John  Nefbitt         — 
Edward  Naifh         — . 
Lord  Newhavcn      — 
Neave  &  Aiflabie       — 
Tim.  Nucolla       — 
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caufe  it  was  eafy  to  be  proved,  .that  the  duty  had  been  often 
taken  in  the  country  upon  fine  writing  paper,  at  the  ad  valo- 
rem price  of  eight  fhillings  a  ream,  when  it  was  taking  their 
real  price  in  London  very  moderately  to  take  it  for  one  pound 
fixteen  fhillings  per  ream.  That  it  had  been  taken  on  others 
at  fourteen  or  fifteen  (hillings,  when  they  fetched  in  London 
two  pound  twelve  (hillings  and  fix  pence  a  ream,  upon  other 
papers  of  an  inferior  fort  at  three  fhillings,  four  fhillings,  five 
fhillings,  feven  fhillings,  eight  fhillings,  nine  fhillings,  and 
ten  fhillings  per  ream,  the  London  prices  of  which  were 
nine  fhillings,  twelve  fhillings,  fifteen  fhillings,  twenty-one 
fhillings,  twenty-four  fhillings,  and  from  twenty-feven  (hil- 
lings up  to  thirty  fhillings. 

This  being  the  cafe,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  had  taken  feme 
trouble  to  make  himfclf  mailer  of  the  fadts,  and  to  hit  upon 
fuch  a  method  of  amending  and  regulating  the  duties,  as 
'  fhould  make  them  come  nearer  to  the  original  intention  of 
the  legiflature,  and  be  at  the  fame  time  eafily  comprehended 
by  the  paper-maker  and  the  excife  officer,  without  injuring 
the  paper  maker,  or  oppreffing  the  confumer.  The  method 
he  fhould  propofe,  would  not  be  to  take  the  duty  any  longer 
ad  valorem,  according  to  the  12th  of  Queen  Anne,  becaufe, 
as  he  had  already  ftiewn,  the  market  price  of  a  country-mar- 
ket town  was  a  mere  nullity.  For  inflance,  the  town  of  Sa- 
lifbury,  much  lefs  towns,  infinitely  lefs  in  extent  and  trade, 
could  not  be  faid  to  be  in  any  degree  a  mart  for  paper,  that 
ought  to  regulate  its  value,  and  govern  the  duty  refulting  to 
the  revenue ;  excepting  Briftol,  and  fome  few  large  trading 
towns,  London  flood  alone,  nor  could  Briftol,  or  any  other 
place,  however  considerable  its  dealings  in  paper,  be  put  in 
any  fort  of  competition  with  the  metropolis.  The  legifla* 
ture  clearly  intended,  and  indeed  as  the  law  now  flood,  a 
clear  eighteen  per  cent,  was  payable  upon  paper,  but  (as  he 
had  fufficiently  flated)  for  the  reafons  already  mentioned,  the 
revenue  did  not  receive  any  thing  like  that  proportion  of  pro- 
duce from  it.  The  method  he  meant  to  adopt,  was  to  form 
five  tables,  enumerating  all  the  papers  now  made,  dividing 
them  into  certain  clafles,  thus  :  one  table  would  comprehend 
the  fine  papers  from  the  larger  fize  downwards,  a  fecood 
table  inferior  forts  of  writing  papers,  a  third  fine  printing 
papers,  from  the  largeft  fize  downwards,  a  fourth  inferior 
printing  papers,  and  a  fifth  table  would  comprehend  coarfe 
and  brown  papers  of  all  forts,  and  in  order  to  put  the  whole 
trade  upon  one  and  the  fame  footing,  he  fhould  rate  the  duty 
>  according 
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according  to  the  quality  and  dimenfion.  With  regard  to  the 
quantum  of  duty,  he  mould  govern  it  by  the  price  paper  bore 
in  town,  in  the  prefent  flourifhing  Hate  of  the  trade,  but  he 
meant  neither  to  take  it  at  the  higheft  rate,  nor  at  a  medium 
price,  but  at  a  very  moderate  ad  valorem.  By  this  means, 
in  many  inilances,  the  maker  would  not  pay  eighteeri  per 
cent,  and  yet  the  revenue  would  be  benefited  very  materially. 
His  lordfhip  went  into  an  arithmetical  ftateraent  of  the  fupc- 
rior  produce  that  would  arife  from  this  mode,  by  oppoung 
the  probable  refult  of  the  experiment  in  various  in  (lances,  to 
what  had  been  received  by  the  excife  for  many  years  paft. 
Thus  papers,  which  now,  from  eighty  reams  produced  but 
fix  pounds  revenue,  would  yield  about  twenty,  and  fo  on 
with  regard  to  others.  His  Lordihip  faid;  he  meant  of  courfe 
to  fuperadd  to  the  particular  duties  made  payable  by  thefe 
new  tables  of  duties,  the  five  per  cent,  impofed  two  years 
ago,  and  the  five  per  cent,  lately  refolved  on,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe ;  but  he  did  not  mean  to  include  painted,  print- 
ed and  ftained  paper.  The  duty  on  thefe  being  ifd  per  yard* 
he  meant  to  continue  as  it  flood;  and  that  being  the  cafe,  it 
•was  impoflible  for  him  to  fay  what  fum  would  be  the  exaft 
produce  of  the  intended  regulation.  The  fum  for  which  the 
duties  on  pafleboard  and  paper  altogether  had  been  taken, 
was  25000!.  per  year ;  how  much  of  that,  fum  arofe  merely 
from  the  duties  on  paper  he  could  not  fay,  but  gentlemen 
muft  fee,  that  the  produce  would  be  confiderably  improved 
by  the  propofed  regulation— in  the  proportion  of  trebling  it, 
perhaps,  or  much  more. 

He  was  aware,  he  faid,  that  it  might  be  objected,  that  his 
prefent  fcheme  would  not  take  in  papers  of  new  defcriptions 
and  dimenfions  that  might  be  planned,  made,  and  brought  to 
market.  It  was  true  the  objection  would  lie,  but  in  order  to 
provide  againft  fucli  cafes,  he  meant  to  introduce  into  the 
bill  /(fliould  the  committee  -  adopt  the  refolutions  he  de- 
figned  to  move,  and  the  Houfe  agree  to  the  report  of  them) 
a  claufe,  giving  the  excife  a  cuftom-houfe  regulation  in  re- 
gard to  thefe  duties*  At  the  cuftom-houfe,  by  virtue  of  ail 
a&  of  Parliament,  when  a  duty  was  to  be  paid  on  any  arti- 
cle imported,  that  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  book  of  rates, 
and  which  was  to  be  taken  ad  valorem,  if  the  officer  was  not 
fatisfied  with  the  value  fworn  to  by  the  importer,  he  was  au- 
thorized to  take  the  goods,  and  to  pay  the  importer,  a  profit 
of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  price  put  upon  the  goods  by  him- 
felf*  This  regulation,  his  lordfhip  faid,  had  been  found  ex- 
N  n  2  tremely 


276  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  ij*i. 

tremely  accommodable  at  the  cuftom  houfe,  and  had  been 
attended?  with  very  beneficial  confequences  to  the  public,  and 
therefore  in  order  to  provide  againft  cafes  that  might 
arife,  he  intended  to  introduce  a  claufe,  that  all  fuch  papers 
as  might  be  invented  of  different  dimenfions  from  thofe  fta- 
ted  in  the  five  tables  he  had  fpoken  of,  their  ad  valorem  fhould 
be  reckoned  upon  the  market  price  in  London,  and  governed, 
in  fome  degree,  by  the  dimenfions  of  the  paper  neareft  in 
fize  to  it;  but  if,  after  all,  the  maker  was  not  fatisfied  with 
the  price  lb  to  be  put  upon  it,  but  ihould  think  it  rated  too 
high,  the  excife  officer  fhould  be  empowered  to  detain  the 
paper  for  the  king's  ufe,  paying  the  manufaAurer  a  profit  of 
ten  per  cent,  upon  his  goods  for  his  labour* 

His  lordfliip  faid,  that  the  whole  of  his  fclieme  had  been 
fubmitted  to  the  infpedion  of  feveral  of  the  moil  confiderable 
and  moft  eminent  paper-makers,  as  well  as  to  fome  of  the' 
paper-venders  in  town  of  the  fame  defcription,  and  that  they 
-  all  approved  of  it.  He  concluded  with  informing  the  com- 
mittee, that  he  had  eighty  refolutions  to  make  upon  die 
fnbjeCt.  This  produced  a  hearty  laugh,  but  his  lordfliip  ex- 
plained htmfelf  by  flating,  that  his  firft  motion  would  necef- 
fartly  be  for  the  repeal  of  all  the  a£ls  now  in  being  for  laying 
any  duties  upon  paper,  except  thofe  on  painted,  printed,  and 
itained  papers — then  there  muft  be  feventy-fix  refolutioof 
for  the  feveral  forts  of  paper — then  there  muft  be  one  to  lay 
the  two  additional  duties  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  value— then 
there  muft  be  one  to  apply  the  duties  to  the  fame  purpofefor 
which  they  were  originally  granted — and  one  to  order  in  a 
bill  on  thefe  refolutions. 
Mr.  ViMp-  Mr.  Dcmpjier  begged  to  know,  whether  the  noble  Lord 
licr'  meant  to  apply  the  additional  produce  of  the  revenue,  that 

this  regulation  would  yield  to  the  making  good  the  deficien- 
cies of  his  other  late  taxes,  or  to  let  the  whole  of  it  go  to  the 
linking  fund? 
Lord.\>/A.      Lord  North  faid,  as  the  produce  could  not  be  coniidered  as 
a  new  tax,  but  merely  as  the  regulation  of  an  old  one  (for 
gentlemen  would  pleafe  to  recoiled*,  that  the  duties  flood 
row,  according  to  the  exprefs  a&s  of  the  legiflature,  at  the  rate 
of  eighteen  per  cent,  with  the  fuperaddition  of  the  five  per 
cents,  though  the  revenue"  fell  greatly  ihorr,  for  the  reafons 
he  had  ftated)  as  therefore  the  prefent  was  merely  a  regula- 
tion of  an  old  tax,  he  defigned  the  whole  produce  to  go  to 
the  finking  fund.     As  he  was  up,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  there 
was  one  thing  which  he  had  miffed,  that  he  would  take  that 

opportunity 
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opportunity  of  mentioning,  and  that  was,  to  beg  not  to  De 
pnderftood  as  meaning  to  caft  any  flur  upon  the  reputation 
of  the  paper-makers,  or  to  impute  the  failure  of  the  revenue 
upon  paper  hitherto  to  any  ill  conduct  in  them  ;  he  was  very 
far  from  either  thinking  that  it  was  imputable  to  the  paper- 
makers,  or  intending  to  insinuate  any  fuch  idea.  Long  cuflom 
had  fan  (Stifled  the  paper-makers  in  taking  the  excife  upon  the 
aJvalonm,  in  the  manner  in  which  they  had  hitherto  taken 
it;  indeed,  the  zSt  obliged  them  fo  to  take  it,  and  their  having 
put  very  indifferent  prices  upon  the  fame  fort  of  paper  muft  un- 
avoidably be  the  cafe,  where  there  was  no  rule  of  law  to  go- 
vern the  price,  and  where  it  was  arbitrarily  fixed  at  the  will 
of  the  maker,  unlefs,  indeed,  a  general  collufion  had  been  en- 
,  tered  into  by  the  makers  throughout  the  kingdom. 

The  eighty  refolutions  were  feverally  read  by  the  chair- 
man, and  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  and  are  as  follow : 
Refolved, 

I.  That  the  feveral  rates  and  duties  upon  paper,  millboards, 
pafieboards,  and  fcaleboards,  made  in  Great-Britain,  (except 
fo  much  as  are  impofed  upon  paper  to  be  printed,  painted  or 
ftained,  in  Great  Britain)  to  ferve  for  hangings  and  other 
ufes,  do  ceafe,  determine  and  be  no  longer  paid. 

2*  That  a  duty  of  9?.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Imperial,  of  the 
value  of  2I.  us.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  22  inches  by  30  inches  and  a  quarter. 

3.  That  a  duty  of  6s.  9d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Super-Royal,  of 
the  value  of  il.  18s.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  19  inches  and  a  quarter  by  27  inches 
and  an  half. 

4*  That  a  duty  of  5s.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Royal,  of  the  value  of 
il.  9s.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimen- 
fions of  19  inches  and  a  quarter  by  24  inches. 

5.  That  a  duty  of  4s.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper  made 
in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Medium,  of  the  value  of 
}1.  2S.  6d.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  17  inches  and  an  half  by  22  inches  and  an  half. 

6.  That  a  duty  of  2S.  <}d„  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Demy,  of  the  va* 
lue  of  1 6s.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  di- 
menfions of  15  inches  and  an  half  by  20  inches. 

7.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  3d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Thick  Poft,  of  the 

value 
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«  value  of  13s.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  thedi* 
men  (ions  of  15  inches  and  a  quarter  by  19  inches  and  an  half* 

8.  That  a  duty  of  is.  gd.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Thin  Poft,  of  the 
value  of  1  OS.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  15  inches  and  a  quarter  by  19  inches  and  an 
half. 

9.  That  a  duty  of  is.  3d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Small  Poft,  of  the 
value  of  7s.  6d.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  13  inches  and  an  half  by  16  inches  and 
an  half. 

10.  That  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Fool's  Cap,  of 
the  value  of  9s.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  13  inches  and  an  half  by  16  inches  and 
three  quarters. 

11.  That  a  duty  of  is.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing,  called  Pott,  of  the  value  of 
6s.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions 
of  12  indies  and  an  half  by  15  inches  and  an  half. 

12.  That  a  duty  of  il.  10s.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  pa* 
per  made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  print- 
ing, called  Double  Atlas,  of  the  value  of  15I.  per  ream  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  55  inches  by 
31  inches  and  an  half. 

13.  That  a  duty  of  is.  9c!.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  pa* 
per  made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper- plate  print" 
ing,  called  Demy,  of  the  value  of  12s.  per  ream  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  15  inches  and  an  half  by 
20  inches. 

14.  That  a  duty  of  is.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper, 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing* 
called  Copy,  or  Baftard,  of  the  value  of  7s.  6d.  per  ream  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  16  inches  by 
20  inches  and  a  quarter. 

15.  That  a  duty  of  iod.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
called  Fool's  Cap,  of  the  value  of  6s.  per  ream  and  upwards* 
and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions,  of  13  inches  and  an  half 
by  16  inches  and  three  quarters. 

16.  That  a  duty  of  iod.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
called  Littris  Fool's  Cap,  of  the  value  of  6s.  per  ream  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  13  inches  and  ail 
half  by  17  inches  and  an  half. 

17.  That 
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17.  That  a  duty  of  8d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  topper-plate  printing, 
called  Pott,  of  the  value  of  4s.  per  ream  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  1 2  inches  and  an  half  by 
15  inches  and  a  half. 

18.  That  a  duty  of  j  is.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
tailed  Grand  Eagle  or  Double  Elephant,  of  the  value  of  4I. 
per  ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of 
36  inches  and  three  quarters  by  40  inches. 

19.  That  a  duty  of  7s.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
called  Col om bier,  q(  the  value  of  2U  ios.  per  ream  and  up- 
wards, and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  23  inches  and  an 
ijalf  by  34  inches  and  an  half, 

20.  That  a  duty  of  ios.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper  plate  printings 
tailed  Atlas,  of  the  value  of  3I,  per  ream  and  upwards,  and 
j)Ot  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  26  inches  and  a  quarter  by 
34  inches. 

-£!•  That  a  duty  of  c>s.  6d.  per  ream  he  laid  upon  all  pa-* 
per  made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  prinU 
ing,  Called  Atlas,  of  the  value  of  2I.  per  ream  and  upwards, 
and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  36  inches  and  a  quarter 
by  34  inches. 

$2,  That  a  duty  of  cs.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper. 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
called  Small  Atlas,  of  the  value  of  il.  ios.  per  ream  and 
upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  25  inches  by 
31  inches. 

23.  That  a  duty  of  4s,  od,  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  prints 
ing,  called  Imperial,  of  the  value  of  il.  ios.  per  ream  and 

*  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  22  inches  by 
30  inches  and  a  quarter. 

24.  That  a  duty  of  3s.  6d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  print-. 
ingt  called  Super  Royal,  of  the  value  of  il.  5s.  per  ream 
and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  19  inches 
f  nd  a  quarter  by  27  inches  and  an  half. 

25.  That  a  duty  of  3s.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
•fnade  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  printing, 
Called  ijong  Royal,  of  the  value  of  il.  per  ream  and  upr 

ward^ 


and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  17  inches  by  22 

28.  That  a  duty  of  is.  3d.  per  ream  be  laid  upor 
per  made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper  plai 
ing,  called  Short  Demy,  or  Crown,  of  the  value  of 
ream  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfio 
inches  by  20  inches  and  a  quarter,  or  of  15  inches 
inches. 

29.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  a 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-plate  | 
called  Large  Fan,    of  the  value  of  14s  per  ream 
wards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  23  inchc 
half  by  20  inches  and  an  half. 

30.  That  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  ream  be  laid  upor 
per  made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-pla 
ing,  called  Small  Fan,  of  the  value  of  11  s.  per  ream 
wards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  22  inch 
quarter,  by  13  inches  and  a  quarter. 

31.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  3d.  per  ream  be  laid  upor 
per  made  in  Great  Britain  for  writing  or  copper-pla 
ing,  called  elephant,  of  the  value  of  15s.  per  ream 
wards,  and  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  23  inch< 
inches. 

32.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  ; 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  Bank  or  Bankers'  bills  c 
allowing  two  bills  or  notes  in  each  flieet,  and  fo  In  pr 
lor  a  greater  or  lefs  number  of  bills  or  notes  in  each  i 

33.  That  a  duty  of  5s.  6d.  per  bundle  be  laid  1 
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menfions  of  19  inches  and  an  half  by  24  inches  and  a  quarter, 
and  20  inches  by  26  inches. 

35.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  fer  printing,  called  Royal  Inferior,  of 
the  value  of  14s.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  19  inches  and  an  half  by  24  inches  and  a 
quarter. 

36.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  gd.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called  medium,  of 
the  value  of  il.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  18  inches  by  23  inches, 

37.  That  a  duty,  of  2s.  6d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing  called  Demy  Single, 
of  the  value  of  17s.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  1 7  inches  and  an  half  by  22  inches, 
or  of  19  iuches  by  20  inches  and  an  half. 

38.  That  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called  Demy  Infe- 
rior, of  the  value  of  10s.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  17  inches  and  a  half  by  22 
inches. 

39.  That  a  duty,  of  2s.  4cl.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called  Double  Crown, 
of  the  value  of  17s.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  20  inches  by  30  inches. 

,  40.  That  a  duty  of  is.  91I.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 

f»er  made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called  Double  Crown 
nferior,  of  the  value  of  12s.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  20  inches  by  30  inches. 

41.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called  Single  Crown,  of 
tbe  value  of  1 3s.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  15  inches  by*  20  inches. 

42.  That  a  duty  of  is.  3d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called  Single  Crown 
Inferior,  of  the  value  of  8s.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  15  inches  by  20  inches. 

43.  That  a  duty  of  is.  3d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called  Demy  Tiflue, 
of  the  value  of  8s.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  17  inches  and  an  half  by  22  inches. 

44.  That  a  duty  of  lod.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called  Crown  Tiflue,  of 
the  value  of  8s  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  15  inches. 

Vol.  II.  O  0  ArV^^ 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781. 

45.  That  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain  for  printing,  called  Double  Pott, 
of  the  value  of  9s.  per  bundle  and  upwards,  and  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  1 7  inches  by  25  inches  and  an  half. 

46.  That  a  duty  of  is*  9d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  pa- 
per made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Cartridge,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  21  inches  by  26  inches. 

27.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Square  Cartridge,  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  24  inches  and  an  half  by  25  inches  and 
an  half. 

48.  That  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  ream  be  bid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Cartridge,  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  19  inches  and  a  quarter  by  24  inches. 

*  49.  That  a  duty  of  is.  3d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Elephant  Common,  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  23  inches  by  28  inches. 

50.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper . 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Sugar  Blue,  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  21  inches  and  an  half  by  33  inches. 

51.  That  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  ream  belaid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Sugar  Blue  Smaller  Size,  not 
exceeeding  the  dimenfions  of  18  inches  and  three  quarters  by 
27  inches. 

52.  That  a  duty  of  is.  3d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Sugar  Blue  Demy  Size,  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  17  inches  and  an  half  by  zx 
inches. 

53.  That  a  duty  of  is.  3d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  calted  Sugar.  Blue  Crown  Size,  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  15  inches  by  20  inches. 

54.  That  a  duty  of  is.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Purple  Royal,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  19  inches  and  an  half  by  24  inches  and  a 
quarter. 

55.  That  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  ream  belaid  upon  all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Blue  Elephant,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  23  inches  by  28  inches. 

56.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  ,all  paper 
made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Blue  Royal,  not  exceeding  the 
dimenfions  of  19  inches  and  an  half  by  24  inches  an4  &. 
quarter. 

57.  That  a  duty  of  is.  3d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  pa-, 
per  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Blue  Demy  and  Bloffom,  . 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  17  inches  by  22  inches. 
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maie  in  Great  Britain,  called  Blue  Crown  Single,  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  15  inches  by  20  inches. 

59.  That  a  duty  of  iod.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Royal  Hand 
Thick,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  24  inches  by  19 
inches  and  a  quarter. 

60.  That  a  duty  of  is.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Royal  Hand,  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  24  inches  by  29  inches  and  a 
quarter. 

6 1.  That  a  duty  of  is.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  m4tie  in  Great  Britain,  called  Lumber  Hand, 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  29  inches  by  18  inches. 

62.  That  a  duty  of  9d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Double  Two 
Pound,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  24  inches  by  16 
inches. 

63.  That  a  duty  of  4d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Single  Two 
Pound,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  16  inches  by  11 
inches. 

64.  That  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all 
whited  brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Middle 
Hand  Double,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  33  inches  by 
21  inches. 

65.  That  a  duty  of  9d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Middle  Hand* 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  22  inches  by  16  inches. 

66.  That  a  duty  of  is.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Small  Hand, 
Double,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  32  inches  by  20 
inches. 

67.  That  a  duty  of  6d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Small  Hand,  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  19  inches  find  three  quarters  by 
16  inches. 

•  68.  That  a  duty  of  4d.  per  bupjjle  be  laid  upon  all  whited 
brown  paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Couples  Pound 
and  Half  Pound,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  1 2  inches 
by  10  inchesB  aed  9  inches  by  j  inches  and  an  half. 

69.  That  a^Uty  of  is.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown 
paper  made  in*  Great  Britain,  called  Imperial  Cap,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  29  inches  by  22  inches. 

70.  That  a  duty  pf  gd*  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown 
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paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Havon  Cap,  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  24  inches  by  20  inches. 

71.  That  a  duty  of  8d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Bag  Cap,  not  exceeding 
the  dimenfions  of  23  inches  and  a  half  by  19  inches. 

72.  That  a  duty  of  6d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Kentifh  Cap,  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  21  inches  by  18  inches. 

73  That  a  duty  of  6d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Four  Pounds,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  dimenfions  of  20  inches  by  16  inches. 

74.  That  a  duty  of  4d.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  tailed  Small  Cap,  not  exceed- 
ing the  dimenfions  of  20  inches  by  15  inches. 

75.  That  a  duty  of  is.  per  ream  be  laid  upon  all  brown 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Double  Four  Pounds, 
not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  33  inches  by  20  inches. 

76.  That  a  duty  of  6d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  brown 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Single  Two  Pounds,  not 
exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  16  inches  by  11  inches. 

77.  That  a  duty  of  4d.  per  bundle  be  laid  upon  all  brown 
paper  made  in  Great  Britain,  called  Couples  Pound  and  Half 
Pound,  not  exceeding  the  dimenfions  of  12  inches  by  10 
inches,  and  of  9  inches  by  7  inches  and  an  half. 

78.  That  a  duty  of  4s.  6d.  per  hundred  weight  be  laid  upon 
all  Pafteboard,  Millboard,  Scaleboard,  and  Glazed  Paper, 
made  in  Great  Britain  for  clothiers  and  hot-preflers. 

72.  That  an  additional  duty  or  charge  of  iol.  per  centum 
be  laid  upon  the  produce  and  amount  of  the  faid  feveral  du- 
ties upon  Paper,  Millboards,  Pafteboards,  and  Scaleboards. 

80.  That  the  faid  duties  upon  Paper,  Millboards,  Pafte- 
boards, and  Scaleboards,  made  or  imported  into  Great  Bri- 
tain, be  applied  to  the  fame  ufes  and  purpofes  as  the  former 
duties  upon  Paper,  Millboards,  Pafteboards,  and  Scaleboards, 
were  applicable. 

Ordered,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  upon  the  faid  Refo- 
lutions. 

March  20. 

No  debate. 

March  21. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read,  for  the  commitment  of  the 
bill  for  excluding  contractors  from  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  except  when  their  contracts  are  publicly  difpofed 
of  to  the  heft  bidder.  On  the  gueftion  for  the  Speaker's  leav- 
ing the  chair, 
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Lord  BeauchafHp  rofe  and  oppofed  it.     His  Lordfhip  began  Lora  Beau* 
i>y  obferving,  that  though  this  bill  had  received  the  approba-  cbamt* 
:ion  of  a  former  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  circumftance  could 
:iot  preclude  its  being  oppofed  in  the  prefent.  Many  different 
xiotives  might  have  actuated  gentlemen  of  the  la  ft  Parliament, 
in  the  votes  they  gave  on  thefubject  of  this  bill,  which  did  not 
low  fubfift,  or  ought  not  now  to  operate.  In  the  ardour  of  re- 
formation, then  prevalent,  many  important  proportions  were 
before  the  Houfe,  and  the  people  very  urgent  in  their  com- 
plaints: perhaps  it  was  judged  right  to  embrace  the  I'm  a  Heft 
innovation  propofed,  or  perhaps  it  was  a  piece  of  delicacy,  not 
Co  difmifs  in  that  Houfe  a  bill,  by  which  its  own  independ- 
ency was  profeffedly  fupported,  but  leave  it  to  be  rejected  in 
the  other.    Whether  thefe,  or  whatever  other  reafons  induced 
the  concurrence  of  the  late  Houfe  of  Commons  in  this  mea- 
sure, the  conduct  of  one  Parliament  ought  not  to  govern  any 
fucceedihg  one. — The  principle  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
Houfe  had  never  met  his  approbation;  for  it  prefuppofed  a 
degree  of  corruption  and  delinquency  in  the  Government,  as 
well  ?fe  among  individuals,  which,  without  proper  evidence, 
could  not  fairly  be  affirmed.     It  was  ablurd  to  infer,  from  the  " 
corraption  of  a  (ingle  contractor,  that  every  man  of  the  fame 
defcription  was  incapable  of  ferving  his  country  with  integri- 
ty.    Why  lhould  Government  be  precluded  from  intruding 
the  bufinefs  of  contracts  to  Members  of  Parliament,  when 
perhaps  among  them  might  be  found  perfons  the  beft  entitled 
to  public  confidence  ?     Gentlemen  fliould  properly  coniider 
how  eflential  it  was  that  this  department  of  office  (hould  be 
faithfully  difcharged.     What  great  and  irretrievable  mif chiefs 
night  refult  from  the  incapacity  or  inability  of  a  contractor? 
In  the  contract  for  remittances,  for  inftance,    and  thofe  for 
victualling  our  fleets  and  armies,  how  eafily  might  negligence 
be  the  ruin  of  our  forces  ?  It  was  therefore  incumbent  on  the 
Minifter  to  give  contracts  only  to  gentlemen  of  undoubted 
T«fpon(ibility  wherever  they  were  to  be  found.     His  Lord- 
ihip then  entered  into  the  ftructure  of  the  bill,  and  adduced 
many  objections,  which,  though  they  did  nor  go  completely  to 
the  principle  of  it,  he  thought  might  fairiy  be  urged  againft  its 
commitment.  Firft  of  all,  more  was  contained  in  this  bill  than 
its  title  and  declared  deiign  coukl  warrant ;  for  it  excluded 
not  only  contractors  themfelves  from  the  Houfe,  but  all  thofe 
who  were  employed  or  interefted  in  the  contract.     Now  this 
claufe  might  by  conduction  render  man*  gentlemen  ineligi- 
ble, whofe  rights  were  not   intended  to  be  invaded,  as  moft 
men  of  landed  property  had  coals,  copper,  or  timber,  on  their 


and  the  Nabob's  man, — men  who  recommended  tl 
folely  by  their  oratory,  who  combined  together 
and  getting  a  lawyer  at  their  head,  were  fufficiem 
dable  to  do  mifchief,  and  impede  the  operations  o: 
ment.  The  Colonel  added  likewife,  that  he  objetf 
bill,  becaufe  it  went  to  take  away  a  legal  right 
elected  ;  and. he  fhould  object  to  the  bill,  that  he  u 
was  to  be  next  taken  into  confideration,  becaufe 
defigned  to  take  away  legal  rights  from  the  electors 
Sir  P.  J.  Sir  P  J.  Ciexke  now  rofe  to  defend  his  bill  aga 
cUrke.  various  attacks.  He  pointed  out  the  pernicious  tei 
contracts  to  the  independency  of  the  Houfe,  and  ca 
more  dangerous  means  of  influence  than  any  othi 
hands  of  government.  Healluded  particularly  to  tl 
conferred  upon  Mefik  Muir  and  Atkinfon,  the  latter 
he  obferved  was  ftated  in  the  lift  of  the  fubfcribers  t< 
to  have  only  aoo,oool.  but  all  thefe  dependents 
■'  nedtions  appeared  at  the  fame  time  confiderable  fu 
Similar  to  this  was  the  cafe  of  an  eminent  bank* 
fobfcription  was  given  at  6o,oool.  while  every  cle 
lroufe  had  aftorfiiliing  large  fums  to  the  amount  alt< 
of  more  than  300,0001. 

He  animadverted  with  forcible  rcafoning  on  what 
advanced  in  objection  to  the  bill,  and  particularl 
arguments  advanced  by  the  noble  Lord  who  begun 
fition  to  it.     It  was  rather  Angular,  that  after  in  lor 
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intereft  in  maintaining  the  war  in  which  we  are  fo  unfortu- 
nately engaged,  and  that  his  inereft  and  thofe  of  his  confti- 
■■    tuents  were  different.  He  ridiculed  the  affedted  terrors  of  the 
£   noble  Lord  and  honourable  gentleman  about  innovation  and 
v   incroachment.     To  be  fure  the  fabric   of  the  constitution 
%  would  receive  a  dreadful  fliockby  the  exclufion  of  contractors. 
A  They  were  a  fet  of  men  for  whom  the  conftitution  ought  to 
^entertain  the  greateft  reverence.    He  begged  leave  to  make  an 
'honourable  diftin£tion  between  the  fair  and  refpe£table  mer- 
chant, who  made  his  contracts  at  a  public  bidding,  and  ex- 
ecuted them  in  an  open,  refponfible  manner,  and  the  man 
who   made  parliamentary  intereft  the  ladder  to  preference, 
and  who  was  protected  in  every  peculation  for  the  fame  caufe. 
4   He  wifhed  to  fee  merchants  in  that  Houfe:  he  confidered 
them  as  the  moft  refpedtable  men,  when  they  came  there  in- 
dependent, with  the  virtuous  intention  of  guarding  the  com- 
mercial  welfare  of  the  kingdom.     But  it  could  be  no  hard- 
fhip  upon  them  to  be  told  by  an  a<5r,  that  if  they  preferred  a 
fccret  to  an  open  contract,  they  muft  give  up  their  hereditary 
-'  eligibility  of  fitting  in  that  Houfe.     They  knew  the  terms, 
^nd  it  was  a  voluntary  furrender  of  their  right  on  their  own 
part,  not  a  violent  disfranchifement  by  Parliament.     The 
*'  ■  argument  alfo,  that  the  bill  would  be  injurious  to  the  public 
l.  fervice,  becaufe  many  contradh  would  require  to  be  made  in 
"■    private:  this  was  idle  and  filly:  it  did  not  prevent  govern- 
?     inent  from  making  private  contracts;  it  only  directed  them, 
^*  when  they  made  fuch  contracts,  to  feek  for  merchants  who 
I    were  not  members  of  Parliament,  and  it  was  a  libel  upon 
I,)  that  body  of  men,  to  fay  that  there  were  not  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  men  properly  qualified  to  execute  the  contracts  of  go- 
vernment out  of  that  Houfe.     It  was  equally  puerile  to  fay, 
that  there  would  be  no  danger  in  giving  the  contraft  at  all 
times  to  the  loweft  bidder.     There  was  no  fuch  provifion  in 
thea£h     It  left  a  degree  of  difcretion  in  government,  fuffi- 
cient to  guard  againft  the  evil  of  intrufting  contracts  to  needy 
adventurers.    The  beft  bidder  was  not  always  the  loweft 
bidder,  and  government  by  th  s  bill  would  Hill  be  left  in  the 
cxercife  of  their  judgement,  to  give  the  preference  where  it 
was  moft  juftly  due,  and  for  which  they  would  be  refponfible 
if  called  into  queftion.     Upon  the  whole,  there  was  not  an 
argument  advanced  againft  the  principle  of  the  bill,  though 
feveral  had  been  urged  that  ftrongly  inculcated  the  neceffity 
of  fending  it  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Rofewarne  began  with  obferving,  that  as  this  bill  had  Mr.  Roft» 
been  repeatedly  the  topic  of  parliamentary  difcuffior^  ta  AuS,™*"** 
Vol.  JL  P  p  tl*\ 
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not  rife  with  any  hopes  of  throwing  new  light  on  a  fubjeft, 
which  mull  be  confidered  as  nearly  exbaufted;  and  yet,  as  a 
new  member  of  a  new  parliament,  he  could  not  content  him- 
felf  with  giving  a  filent  vote  on  fo  important  a  fubjedt;  and 
as,  from  his  fituation,  he  never  could  poflibly  be  a  contractor, 
he  felt  himfelf  more  at  eafe  in  fpeaking  his  mind  on  this  oc- 
cafion  He  then  obferved,  that  an  honourable  gentleman 
had  laid  he  by  no  means  wifhed  to  exclude  merchants,  who 
had  a  feat  in  that  Houfe,  from  executing  contracts,  ;xnd  that 
the  bill  would  not  prevent  them;  it  only  prevented  their  do- 
ing it  improperly.  Undoubtedly  there  was  a  falvo  in  the  bill, 
that  merchants  may  have  contracts,  provided  it  is  at  a  public 
bidding;  but  gentlemen  rnuft  know  it  was  impoffible  to 
treat  for  thofe  things  at  a  public  bidding ;  the  confequence 
would  be,  that  a  number  of  perfons,  no  ways  refponfihle, 
would  attend,  and  beat  down  the  price  of  all  commodities 
infinitely  below  the  ftandard;  and  if  fuch  perfons  were  the 
contractors,  they  would  not  be  able  to  execute  them,  and 
the  confequence  would  be,  our  fleets  and  armies  would  be  either 
ftarved  or  poifoned.  He  then  faid  he  had  heard  no  anfwer  was 
attempted  to  be  given  to  an  objection  made  by  an  honourable 
member,  which  appeared  to  him  unanfwerable:  to  wit,  that 
the  bill  was  nugatory  in  itfelf.  He  begged  leave  to  purfne 
the  argument  a  little  farther.  If  minifters  were  really  thofe 
corrupt  creatures  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  painted  them  to 
be,  and  members  were  equally  willing  to  be  corrupted,  would 
this  bill  prevent  it?  Exactly  the  contrary;  it  would  produce 
a  dark,  vile,  fecret  corruption,  tenfold  worfe  than  that  which 
*  was  pretended  to  exift  at  prefent;  and,  inftead  of  having  men 
in  refponfible  fituations,  amenable  to  the  juftice  of  Parlia- 
ment, they  would  have  none  for  contractors  but  fuch  as 
would  be  totally  incapable  of  performing  their  contracts,  and 
perhaps,  when  called  on  to  anfwer  for  their  conduct,  they 
would  not  be  to  be  found.  But  did  gentlemen  really  think  it 
was  a  neceffary  confequence  of  a  member  having  a  contrail, 
that  in  holding  a  place  under  government,  lie  was  thereby 
induced  to  fupport  government  on  all  occafions,  even  in  cafe 
a  minifter  was  to  attempt  to  deftroy  the  liberties  and  con- 
ftitution  of  the  country?  From  whence  did  they  draw  this 
conclufion?  Was  it  from  their  own  feelings  ?  No;  he  would 
not  do  them  that  injuftice;  they  did  not  really  thirtk  it  them- 
felves.  Itwas  the  common-place  language  of  every  oppofition, 
and  increafed  in  violence  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time 
a  minifter  continued  in  office,  and  therefore  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  it  operated  fo  ftx^y^j  *x  prefent.    But  if  a 
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minifter  was  ever  to  be  hardy  enough  to  attempt  to  make  the 
experiment,  and  introduce  a  bill  into  the  Houfe  really  hoftile 
to  liberty  and  our  excellent  conftitution,  he  did  not  doubt  but 
he  would  be  as  firmly  and  determinedly  oppofed  by  .  great 
majority  of  gentlemen  on  that  fide  the  Houfe,  as  by  any  of 
the  contract  opponents  of  gentlemen  on  the  other.  That  on 
the  whole,  there  did  not  appear  to  bs  either  policy  or  juftice 
in  the  formation  of  the  bill,  and  that  he  certainly  fliould  vote 
again  ft  it.  He  then  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  in  a  former 
debate  he  had  mentioned  his  very  peculiar  fituation,  and  that 
in  the  midft  of  the  clamours  for  the  reduction  of  falaries,  his 
own  had  been  confiderably  increafed;  that  his  enemies  had 
dared  to  reprefent  it  as  a  vile  election  job,  a  fee  ret  bargain 
with  the  treafury,  fo  that  what  he  had  confidered  as  the  great- 
eft  honour  of  his  life,  had  been  through  the  malice  of  his 
enemies  endeavoured  to  be  w relied  to  the  ruin  of  a  character, 
lie  fpoke  in  the  hearing  of  many  of  his  countrymen,  which 
was  before  wholly  irreproachable.  He  added  that  he  had 
called  on  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  to  juftify  him  from 
this  infamous,  falfe,  fcandalous  afperfion;  but  the  noble  Lord 
not  fpeaking  in  the  courie  of  the  debate,  had  not  anfwered 
his  call;  he  could  not  therefore  reft  fatisfied.  He  called 
now  folemnly  on  the  noble  Lord  to  declare,  on  his  honour,  if 
there  was  the  leaft  fhadow  of  truth  or  foundation  for  the  vile 
report.  If  the  noble  Lord  hefitated  to  do  him  juftice,  he  would 
certainly  do  juftice  to  himfelf,  by  inftantly  refigning  the 
office,  and  paying  into  the  public  treafury  every  farthing  he 
had  received  in  confequence  of  the  additional  falary,  and 
then  he  fhould  at  leaft  have  the  confolation  of  knowing  that 
he  had  ferved  his  country  to  the  utmoft  of  his  abilities,  and 
that  his  fervices  had  been  rewarded  with  the  approbation  of 
his  countrymen,  which  he  fliould  ever  efteem  a  very  great 
reward.  His  colleague  was  not  in  the  Houfe  on  the  former 
occafion.  Let  him  now  declare  what  he  knew  of  the  matter, 
and  whether  his  conduct  on  the  occafion  was  not  grounded 
on  principles  of  honour  and  virtue.  He  begged  pardon  of  the 
Houfe,  but  he  could  not  reft  fatisfied,  till  this  matter  was 
fully  explained. 

Lord  North  apologized  to  Mr.  Rofewarne  for  not  having  Lord  No 
attended  to  his  appeal  to  him  a  few  days  fince ;  called  on  in 
the  folemn  manner  that  he  had  been  called  upon,  he  felt  it  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  do  juftice  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
character,  but  imagining  he  fhould  have  had  occafion  to  rife 
in  thecourfe  of  the  day,  he  had  waited  for  an  opportunity; 
the  debate,  however,  taking  a  new  turn,  and  getting  into  ex- 

P  p  2  Vraoft 
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treme  length,  it  fo  happened,  that  no  occafion  had  offered. 
Undouhtedly  the  honourable  gentleman  had  a  right  tdexped 
that  he  fhould  do  him  juftice  in  affifting  to  clear  his  charafter 
from  thofe  calumnies  and  afpe»fions  which  fome  pjirfons  who 
.  "were  his  enemies,  and  did  not  know  him,  had  ventured  to 
throw  out;  that  affiftance  he  was  extremely  ready  to  give. 
The  honourable  gentleman  held  the  office  of  vice  warden  of 
the  (tanneries  of  the  dutchy  of  Cornwall,  and  two  years  ago 
the  Lord  warden  prefented  a  petition  to  the  treafury,  fignedby 
^lmoit  every  nobleman  and  gentleman  in  the  county  of 
Cornwall,  ftating,  that  the  vice  warden's  duty  was  extremely 
laborious,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  difcharged  it  with 
great  ability,  great  fidelity,  and  very  much  to  his  honour; 
and  that  he  was  extremely  ill  paid  for  his  trouble.  As  this 
v  petition  had  the  moil:  refpe&able  lift  of  iubicrihers  names  an- 
nexed to  it,  that  perhaps  were  ever  put  upon  paper,  and  as  it 
fpoke  of  the  honouiable  gentleman  in  terms  of  the.  higfreft 
refpeft,  the  treafury  immediately  inftituted  an  inquiry,  am! 
found  every  allegation  of  the  petition  true;  it  appeared  oa 
examination,  that  the  duty  of  the  vice  warden  was  very  labo- 
rious indeed;  the  honourable  gentleman  having  fometimes  80 
or  90  caules  to  try  in  a  year,  fomeof  which  took  up  two  or 
three  days  hearing,  and  for  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
received  4  falary  by  no  means  adequate.  Upon  this  ground  it 
was,  and  he  did  affure  the  Houfe  upon  no  other,  that  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  falary  was  augmented.  With  regard  to 
the  addition's  having  been  granted  by  way  of  election  job, 
nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  truth  than  fuch  an  infi- 
nuation.  He  had  never  feen  the  honourable  gentleman  but 
once  before  he  became  a  member  of  that  Houfe,  and  fo  little 
did  he  know  of  his  'having  any  intereft  in  a  borough,  he  really 
could  not  have  told,  previous  to  his  election,  in  what  part  of 
the  county  of  Cornwall  his  intereft  lay.  His  Lord  (hi  padded, 
that  Mr.  Rofewarne's  return  for  Truro,  was  firft  announced 
to  him  by  the  public  newfpapers,  and  he  could  with  the  great- 
eft  confidence  afTert,  that  the  augmentation  of  his  falary,  as 
vice  warden  of  the  ftannaries,  was  promifed  long  fince,  in 
confequence  of  the  petition  he  had  mentioned,,  that  it  wasfeN 
tied  previous  to  the  diflolution  of  the  laft  Parliament,  and 
that  it  h  d  not  the  frrialleft  reference  to  eleftion  matter,  in 
any  one  fhape  whatever. 

His  Lord  (hip  now  faid  a  few  words  on  the  queftion  before 
the  HoVife.  It  was  abfurd  to  imagine,  he  obferved,  that  if 
contracts  were  publicly  difpofed  of,  the  higheft  bidder  would 
be  the  moft  re'fponfible  perfon  :  on  the  contrary,  it  was  the 

adven- 
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adventurer  only  who  would  contract  on  hazardous  terms, 
while  the  monied  man,  able  to  employ  his  property  in  other 
channels,  would  require  an  adequate  advantage  for  ferving 
the  public.* Where  the  truft  was  confequential  therefore,  it 
was  requisite  to  give  a  difcretionary  p^werfor  lodging  it  in 
fafe  hands. 

Mr.  £.  Gafcoyne  and  Mr,  7".  Tczvujhcnd  now  rofe  together.  Mr.  /?. 
A  difpute  aroie  about  the  pi  credence;  but  Mr.  Rofewarne  £•■/*«/** 
having  previouily  called  upon  the  former,  Mr.  Townfliend 
readily  declined  in  his  favour.  Mr.  Ciaicoyne  faid,  had  he 
not  been  called  upon  by  the  honourable  gentleman  to  explain 
a  tranfa.'.tion  in  which  he  was  particularly  concert. ed,  lie 
Jhould  readily  have  given  way  to  one  who  had  the  faculty  of 
fpeaking  every  day  and  upon  every  quell  ion,  hut  he  could  not 
forbear  offering  his  confirmation  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Lord  relative  to  the  borough  of  Truro,  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  reprefent.  He  faid,  he  thought  it  due 
to  Mr-  Rofewarne  to  declare,  that  previous  to  the  gene- 
ral election,  his  acquaintance  with  that  gentleman  was  but 
.  flight,  he  believed  he  had  only  once  dined  with  him,  and  had 
fent  him  a  few  franks.  That  his  being  elected  for  Truro, 
through  his  interell,  had  furpr.zed  him  very  much,  when  the 
ndwsof  it  reached  him  at  Liverpool  where  he  was  attending 
the  election  of  a  near  ielat'1011,  and  that  the  civility  aroie 
merely  from  the  friendiliip  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
{which  he  hoped  to  live  and  die  in  the  pofleflion  of)  and  from 
no  ele£H  »n  manoeuvres.  He  faid  he  knew  nothing  of  any 
intention  that  there  wa-  toeKcl  him  for  Truro  till  the  news 

it  arrived,  an.l  he  never  was  f,i  much  furprized  in  his  lite. 
Ir.  Gafcoyne  faid,  farther,  that  both  in  Cornwall,  and  elfe- 
re,  whenever  he  had  heard  his  honourable  colleague's 
.ame mentioned,  it  had  always  '  een  accompanied  with  ex- 
prefliortsuf  refpecr,  honour,  and  efteeui* 

Lgain,  and  attacked   the  three   laft  Mr.  Tgw/i- 
taMj^^thc  moil   facetious  vein^' 
i  !  vJi^fpokelaftwas 
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my  falary,  fays  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  you  don't  < 
up  my  reputation!  The  noble  Lord  is  immediately  alarr 
He  fhudders  at  the  thought  of  any  money  going  back  tc 
public;  and  to  prevent  fo  dangerous  a  precedent,  infta 
complies  with  the  honourable  gentleman's  defire.  And 
what  is  the  noble  Lord's  ftate  of  the  tranfaftion? — W 
warden  of  the  ftannaries,  pofleffing  a  lucrative  finecure  pi 
modeftly  comes  to  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,as  guardi; 
the  principality  of  Cornwall,  and  fays,  my  deputy  has  a 
poor  falary,  and  a  great  deal  to  do,  pray  give  him  fometl 
more!  The  noble  Lord  complies,  and  thinks  he  difcha 
his  duty  by  augmenting  the  vice  warden's  income  to  fave 
of  his  principal!  Who  then  can  fuppofe  any  thing  like  < 
ruption  in  fo  equitable  a  t  ran  faction?  Mr.  Townfh 
made  fome  more  fmart  attacks  upon  the  premier  and  1 
Gafcoyne,  and  then  applied  to  the  queftion,  particularlj 
Loid  Nugent,  with  great  fuccefs. 

Htfrt?/1  Colonel  Hartley  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  maint; 

e*       ed  the  propriety  of  retraining  the  government  in  the  m 

ing  of  contracts,  the  extravagance  and  the  corruption  oft] 

tranfaftions  in  this  particular  had  been  long  the  fubje€ 

complaint  and  grievance. 

Sir  JPilHam      Sir  William  Dolben  alfo  give  it  his  concurrence. 

Bitten.  On  a  divifion  the  numbers  were 

For  the  commitment   ioo.     Againft  it   120. 
The  commitment  was  then  put  off  for  fix  months. 
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gerous  and  nugatory.  He  was  an  enemy  to  difqualifications 
of  every  fort,  and  had  never  been  in  the  opinion  that  they 
could  anfwer  any  falutary  purpofe,  either  by  purifying  that 
Houfe,  or  rendering  the  constituent  body  lefs  corrupt.  He 
had  faid  that  Mr.  Pulteney's  place  bill,  which  was  a  fcheme 
more  likely  in  theory  to  produce  falutary  confequences  than 
any  of  thefe  chimerical  notions,  had  yet  proved  a  mere  chi- 
mera. It  had  done  nothing,  if  we  believe  the  daily  afTertions 
of  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houle,  that  we  were 
more  corrupt  than  ever,  and  that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
had  increafed,  and  was  increafing.  He  declared  that  he  did 
not  think  it  juftifiabte  in  that  Houfe  to  difqualify  a  great  bo- 
dy of  their  condiments,  merely  becaufe  they  were  uleful  and 
.rieceffary  fervants  of  the  crown,  and  valuable  members  of 
fociety.  It  was  an  illiberal  fentiment  to  believe,  that  be- 
caufe  they  received  a  fmall  emolument  for  their  fervices,  that 
therefore  they  were  to  proftitute  their  fanchifes,  and  give  up 
their  opinion  to  the  difpofal  of  others. 

Right  honourable  T.  loivnjhcnd  warmly  Supported  the  bill,  Rt.Hc.n.r. 
and  reprobated  the  vague  ideas  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  there  lovnifatni* 
was  either  cruelty  or  injufticein  taking  from  exciiemen  their 
right  of  voting  at  ele&ions.  It  was  a  disfranchifement  only 
upon  certain  conditions,  and  which  conditions  were  fairly 
pointed  out  and  fpecified.  If  the  freeholder  of  any  county, 
or  the  burgefs  of  any  corporation,  chofe  to  accept  it  under 
the  condition  of  furrendering,  while  he  held  it,  his  franchife 
of  voting.  It  was  therefore  a  matter  of  election,  and  de- 
pended wholly  on  himfelf.  If  he  confidered  his  franchife  fu- 
perior  in  value  to  the  office,  he  would  reject  the  one  and  pre- 
ferve  the  other.  Tn  fhort,  being  a  matter  of  choice,  a  mere 
condition  annexed  to  a  valuable  confideration,  it  could  not 
be  either  unjuft  or  fevere.  On  the  contrary,  he  faid  it 
-would  be  a  kindnefs  to  excifemen  to  take  from  them  this  pain- 
ful franchife,  in  the  unftrained  exercife  of  which  they  were 
obliged  to  facrifice  friendship  often,  and  opinion  almoft  al- 
ways. He  mentioned  feveral  inftances  of  feverity  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  feveral  boroughs  where  the  independent  in- 
tereft  had  been  totally  overborne  by  this  undue  influence  of 
the  ci own.  He  knew  boroughs,  where,  by  the  overbearing 
'  influence  of  excife  officers,  government  had  it  in  their  power 
.  to  place  what  gentlemen  they  pleafed,  without  confulting  the 
inclinations  of  the  electors,  or  even  taking  the  decent  trouble. 
of  informing  them  who  it  was  that  they  meant  to  impofe 
Upon  them*    By  this  means  it  frequently  happened  that  fo 


town  at  the  election)  they  would  accoft  one  another 

fort  of  diftant  civility:  "Sir,  your  name You  ha 

"  advantage  of  me,"  and  fo  forth.  All  this  unaccou 
and  flavifh  fyftem,  however,  muft  be  maintained,  beca 
novation  is  dangerous.  Whatever  errors  intrude  into  t 
cient  fimplicity  of  our  conftitution  muft  becherifhed  t 
the  fkillof  the  phyfician  may  be  fatal.  Such  argument 
too  idle  to  bear  a  moment's  reflection.  This  evil  ough 
remedied.  It  advanced  to  an  enormous  weight  of  infl 
and  the  difgraceful  confequences  of  it  brought  obkw 
that  Houfe  as  well  as  ruin  on  the  country.  He  men 
one  borough  in  particular,  where  the  hereditary  inte 
an  ancient  family. —  an  intereft  created  by  neighbou 
and  the  exercife  of  every  amiable  virtue,  had  been  totall; 
thrown  by  this  corrupt  power,  and  where  the  electors 
tears  in  their  eyes,  and  with  heavy  hearts,  where  con 
to  abandon  their  patron  and  their  friend,  to  vote  for  a  ftr 
that  they  might  preferve  their  places.  A  number  of  inl 
of  a  fimilar  nature  might  be  produced  fufEcient  to  coi 
the  Houfe  that  it  would  bekindnefs  and  not  cruelty  to 
them  from  this  difagreeable  right. 
Mr.  Tcrc't-  Mr.  Percival  fpoke  againft  the  bill,  as  tending  to  d 
a  great  and  refpedtable  number  of  the  electors  of  this  kir 
of  their  ancient  and  inherent  franchife.  He  difappro^ 
all  thofe  plans  of  reformation.  He  faid'that  in  all  thof 
dern  fyftems  of  reform,  it  feemed  to  be  their  defign  t 
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Mr.  Roll*  fupported  the  principle  of  the  bill  as  a  very  juft  Mr.  &/fc, 
ind  neceffary  meafure  of  reform,  by  which  the  freedom  of 
de&ion  would  in  a  great  meafure  be  reftored.  In  his  own 
:anvafs  for  Devonfhire,  he  had  met  with  many  inftances  of 
:he  cruel  bondage  in  which  the  excife  officers  were  held,  and 
3ne  in  particular  which  (truck  him  very  forcibly.  A  perfon 
who  was  an  intimate  and  particular  friend  of  his  own,  was 
compelled  to  vote  for  the  other  candidate,  after  having  given 
him  his  aflurance  of  voting  for  him,  in  confluence  of  a  pe- 
remptory injundHon,  accompanied  with  a  menace,  that  if  he 
did  not,  he  would  be  turned  out  of  his  office;  his  friend 
(hewed  him  the  letter,  and  appealed  to  him  for  his  advice  ; 
he  washimfelf  determined  to  vote  for  him  at  all  hazards,  but 
Mr.  Rolle  faid,  he  infifted  upon  it  that  he  (hou)d  not  be  the 
means  of  depriving  him  and  his  family  of  fupport,  and  infill- 
ed on  his  voting  on  the  other  fide. 

,    Lord  John  Cavendi/h  ably  contended  for  the  propriety  of  Lw&Joh 
the  bill,  the  compaffion,  and  alfo  for  the  neceffuy.    He  (aid,  c«vm^. 
that  this  gentle,  eafy,  and  pra&icable  reform,  was  abfolutely 
neceffary,  for  things  could  not  go  on  as  they  were;  the  peo- 
ple would  be  taught  by  misfortune  firft  to  defpife,  and  after- 
wards to  refift  the  legiflative  power. 

On  a  divifion,  the  numbers  were,  ayes,  86 ;  nces,  133. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  thefecond  reading  for 
(u  months.    Agreed  to. 

March  22. 

Mr.  Minchin  faid,  he  could  not  decline  bringing  the  pre-  Mr.  Min- 
fent  ftate  of  the  navy  before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  delicate  peo-  <*«• 
pie  might  fear  it  would  prove  dangerous  to  our  future  opera- 
tions ;  he  thought  there  was  no  ground  for  fuch  fear.  He 
confidered  that  the  greatnefs,  commerce,  and  trade  of  this 
country  entirely  depended  upon  her  navy,  not  even  fuch  a 
navy  as  would  defend  her  coafts,  or  fuch  as  might  (land  a 
comparifon  with  any  other  foreighn  power,  but  a  marine  force 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  When  the 
nav^l  fuperiority  of  this  country  came  to.  be  ferioufly  difputed 
with  us,  it  was  time  to  look  about  and  to.  be  alarmed,  and 
make  the  mod  vigorous  and  fpirited  exertions  in  order  to  turn 
the  balance  in  our  favour. 

He  ought  perhaps  to  apologize  for  venturing  on  this  im- 
portant enquiry  ;  but  as  nobody  elfe  had  treated  of  it  that  fef- 
fion,  he  thought  it  highly  neceflary  that  fomething  (hould  be 
(aid  upon  it.  Gentlemen  might  poffibly  imagine  that  none 
but  profeffional  mea  were  competent  to  to  treat  upon  marine 
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affairs;  but  as  what  he  fhould  fay,  however,  was  chiefly 
upon  accounts,  and  plain  fa£ts,  which  every  man,  from  the 
evidence  of  his  fenfes,  could  with  eafe  make  himfelf  mailer  of, 
although  he  might  not  be  able  to  defcribe  the  different  parts 
of  -a  (nip,  or  treat  of  its  navigation  in  technical  terms,  he 
fhould  proceed,  not  doubting  but  he  fhould  make  himfelf  un- 
derftood  by  the  Houfe  in  general.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands, 
the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  on  which  the  very  exiftence  of 
this  country  depends,  and  which  had  lately  been  the  fovereign 
of  the  ocean,  was  now  fo  mutilated  and  deprefled,  that  that 
fovereignty  was  loft  and  overthrown  without  a  ftruggle,  even 
without  ilriking  a  blow*  This  was  a  circumftance,  he  faid, 
which  he  believed  would  not .  admit  of  much  difpute.  We 
had,  it  was  true,  beaten  the  Spaniards  laft  winter  twelve- 
month. We  had  triumphed  over  the  Dutch,  and  were  fupe- 
rior  to  our  enemies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  but  that  was  but  a 
partial  fuperiority ;  a  fuperiority  liable  every  day  to  be 
wrefted  from  us.  France  had  been,  and  muft  fhortly  be 
again  fuperior  to  us  in  thofe  feas;  but  the  circumftance 
which  filled  him  with  equal  grief  and  aftonifhment  was,  that 
we  had  been  fuperior  at  home  in  the  channel  and  the  bay,  in 
each  of  which  places  we  had  been  obliged  to  fly  from  a  fu- 
perior and  flying  enemy.  The  fa&  was  notorious,  in  our 
own  channel,  in  view  of  our  own  coafts.  It  was  no  lefs  fo 
laft  winter.  Here  he  did  not  fpeak  from  common  hearfay  or 
report.  The  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  acknowledged  that 
Admiral  Darby  had  but  17  men  of  war  of  the  line  under  his 
command  when  the  advanced  frigates  got  fight  of  the  French, 
confiding  of  38  if  not  44. 

It  was,  he  believed,  unufual  with  that  noble  Lord  to  repre- 
fent  the  force  he  fent  out  to  be  lefs  than  it  really  was;  ne- 
verthelefs  he  believed,  upon  good  information,  that  to  be  the 
cafe  in  the  prefent  inftance ;  for  he  was  well  informed  that 
Mr.  Darby,  on  the  ift  of  December,  when  the  French  were 
firft  feen,  had  19,  and  on  the  6th  of  December,  when  he 
faw  the  enemy  the  fecond  time,  20  men  of  war  of  the  line 
under  his  command.  But  what  was  19  or  29,  when  oppofed 
to  38  or  44  ?  Nothing.  Therefore,  when  he  confidered  that 
this  empire,  formerly  deemed  the  fovereign  of  the  fea,  had 
loft  that  title  without  ftriking  a  blow,  he  could  not  fufler 
any  confcioufnefs  of  his  own  inability  to  do  juftice.  to  the 
ful>je£r,  to  prevent  him  from  bringing  it  under  consideration. 
The  navy  had  been  managed  in  a.  manner  fo  unaccountably 
iippotent  and  extravagant,    {hat  fomething  muft  be  done. 

We- 
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We  could  not  go  on  in  the  fame  wild  and  wanton  tra£t,  with- 
out fyftem,  without  crconomy,  without  exertion,  and  with- 
out fuccefs. 

He  trufted  that  this  would  be  the  firft  of  a  feries  of  en- 
quiries, from  which  fuch  wholefome  reformations  might  be 
made,  as  might  tend  to  the  great,  permanent  benefit  of  the 
/late.  He  wiftied  to  arrange  the  topics  of  confideration  un- 
der different  heads,  that  the  Houfe  might  have  them  in  their 
order  more  diftindtly.  The  firft  obje&  therefore  to  which 
Ihe  wiftied  to  lead  them,  was  to  a  fubjedl  of  account.  And 
gentlefaen,  though  they  did  not  belong  to  the  navy,  they 
were  ftill  capable  of  examining  the  ftate  and  condition  of 
our  dock-yards ;  they  would  be  able  to  judge  from  obferva- 
tlon,  of  the  number  of  our  fleet,  and  to  compare  it  with  the 
Aims  that  had  been  voted  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  and 
maintaining  that  fleet ;  they  would  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
a&ivity,  or  the  indolence  of  our  naval  exertions ;  to  com- 
pare what  was  done  to  what  was  promifed,  and  what  was 
neceflary.  All  this  he  conceived  men  who  had  not  made  the 
profeffion  their  peculiar  ftudy  might  be  able  to  do.  And 
another  duty,  as  Members  of  that  rfoufe,  and  reprefentatives 
of  the  people,  they  might  be  able,  and  they  ought  to  perform; 
and  that  was,  to  ennuire  into  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
which  they  granted  tor  the  navy  with  fo  liberal  a  hand,  and 
to  demand  a  diftinft  and  fatisfa&ory  account  of  its  applica- 
tion. This  was  the  firft  topic.  During  the  late  peace  from 
1762  for  a  feries  of  years  upwards,  the  buildings,  rebuildings, 
&c.  had  never  exceeded  400,0001.  but  for  feveral  years  paft 
they  had  amounted  to  upwards  of  6oo,oool.  In  tne  former 
period  we  had  built  5  (hips  of  war  at  an  average  annually, 
and  in  the  prefent  period  of  war  not  more  than  three  Ihips, 
though  our  navy  debt  is  upwards  of  ten  millions.  The  rea- 
fon  is  evident.  Sums  of  money  bad  been  granted  year  after 
'  year,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  and  repairing  the  fliips  of 
war,  and  eftimates  were  given  in-tQ  the  Houfe,  on  which  the 
money  was  granted  ;  but  there  were  no  checks,  no  vouchers 
of  the  application  of  that  money,  and  Parliament  did  not 
know  that  it  was  employed  as  directed.  No  accounts  what- 
ever were  laid  before  the  Houfe,  to  fhew  that  that  money 
had  been  fairly  and  fully  expended  in  the  fervice  for  which  it 
was  voted;  but  on  the  contrary,  there  were  circumftances  of 
proof  on  the  annual  eftimates  that  the  money  was  not  applied, 
that*  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty  did  not  keep  their 
promife  with  the  public,  and  that  (hips  remained  from  year 

Q^q   2  to 
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to  year  unfinished,  demanding  and  receiving  large  fums,  of 
which  no  account  whatever  was  given.  He  could  produce 
in  fiances  in  fupport  of  this  aflertion.  There  were  many 
fhips  in  the  feveral  dockyards  under  this  predicament  which 
he  could  enumerate  to  the  Houfe,  if  lie  was  not  afraid  of  in- 
truding on  their  patience.  One  of  them  only  he  would 
mention,  and  this  was  the  Narciflus,  a  floop  building  in  Ply- 
mouth dockyard.  In  the  eftimate  for  1777,  the  fum  of 
3000I.  was  required  for  completing  the  Narciflus;  and  in  a 
note  added  to  the  article  it  was  declared,  that  (he  would  be 
finifhed  in  the  month  of  May  ©f  that  year.  In  the  year 
1778,  fo  far  from  being  finifhed,  fhe  wants  more  than  fhe 
did  before,  and  4000I.  is  given  to  compleat  hen  In  the 
year  1779  ^ie  Narciflus  ftill  ftands  on  the  flocks,  all  the  for- 
mer money  is  gone,  either  applied,  mifappiied,  or  not  applied, 
and  a  ftill  larger  fum  is  yet  wanted  to  give  her  the  finifhing 
ftroke.  5000L  is  now  granted,  and  ftill  fhe  is  promifed  to  be 
finifhed.  Another  year  comes,  however,  and  brings  with  it,  . 
as  ufual,  the  Narciflus;  5040L  are  now  given,  and  not  a 
ftroke  has  been  given  to  her  from  that  time  to  this.  Thi* 
was  a  fingle  inftance,  out  of  the  many,  that  appeared  upon 
the  eftimates,  of  the  conduit  of  the  commiflioners  in  thisref- 
pedl.  Perhaps  it  would  be  faid,  that  though  the  money  was 
voted  for  the  fpecific  purpofe  of  repairing  certain  fhips,  yei 
the  money  might  have  been  applied- to  other  purpofes  more 
immediately  neceflary  to  the  fervice,  and  which  were  not 
forefeen  at  the  time  that  the  eftimates  were  laid  before  the ' 
Houfe.  This  was  the  pretext,  he  knew,  which  had  always 
been  given  for  this  irregular  proceeding;  but,  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  not  an  exculpation,  though  it  was  an  excufe.  An  ac- 
count fhould  be  given  to  the  Houfe  of  the  application  of  that 
money.  It  fhould  be  fpecified  and  proved  how  it  was  ex- 
pended, that  the  Houfe  might  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  know- 
ing that  it  was  not  improperly  wafted;  that  it  was  not  put 
into  the  pocket  of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  or  that  it 
was  not,  like  old  ftores  and  fhipping,  fold  for  his  benefit. 
He  wifhed  to  fee  the  pradtice  in  this  cafe  corre&ed,  and  for 
this  purpofe  he  meant  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  by 
which  he  trufted  a  plan  would  be  eftablifhed  more  Ample  in 
its  nature,  and  lefs  liable  to  abufe.  The  principle  of  it  was 
to  provide  that  the  commiflioners  in  the  feveral  yards  fhould 
be  called  upon  to  give  an.  account,  upon  oath  of  the  fum  of  mo- 
ney that  would  be  wanted,  for  the  feveral  repairs  and  buildings 
to  be  undertaken  in  the  year,,  and  that  fuch  eftimates  fhould  be 

.    .  .laid 
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laid  before  the  Houfe  on  their  meeting,  in  order  that  a  fura, 
in  utoy  fhould  be  granted  for  the  whole  of  the  navy  fervice, 
and  that  this  fum  fliould  be  more  than  the  eftimates  given  ; 
but  for  all  the  application  the  commif&oners  fhould  be  obliged 
to  account.  This  would  fimplify  the  expence,  and  would 
take  away  the  fufpicions  which  lay  againft  the  commiffioners 
in  the  prefent  pra&ice  of  the  board.  This  was  all  that  he 
would  trouble  the  Houfe  with  on  the  fubje&  of  accounts. 
There  were  two  affertions  that  had  been  made,  both  of  which 
he  fliould  venture  flatly  to  deny,  and  thefe  were,  that  the 
navy  of  England  could  only  be  encreafed  to  a  certain  point, 
and  that  it  had  reached  that  point  already.  He  was  aware, 
that  thefe  aflertions  were  founded  on  an  idea,  that  after  the 
navy  was  encreafed  to  the  degree  that  our  navy  was  encreafed 
at  prefent,  neither  more  {hips,  nor  more  men,  were  to  be 
procured.  This  he  was  as  ready  to  contradi&,  as  he  was  to 
deny  the  other;  and  for  the  beft  reafon  in  the  world,  becaufe 
he  was  convinced  that  both  (hips  and  men  might  be  had,  if 
the  proper  exertions  were  made  by  the  board  of  admiralty, 
and  difcipline  was  reftored  to  the  navy.  It  was,  he  faid, 
with  lingular  pleafure,  that  he  had  lately  heard  a  motion 
from  a  noble  Lord,  for  an  encreafe  of  the  number  of  ma- 
rines. That  was  a  certain  way  to  get  failors.  Let  any  gen- 
tleman move  to  vote  for  20,000  more  marines,  and  he  would 
fecond  the  motion.  The  marines  were  the  corps,  which,  if 
properly  encouraged,  would  prove  moft  valuable  nurferies 
for  pur  feamen,  a  never  failing  fource  that  could  not  be  Ef- 
ficiently cherifhed.  One  great  caufe  of  the  deficiency  of  the 
number  of  our  feamen  was  the  defertion,  which,'according  to 
the  papers  on  the  table  far  exceeded  any  thing  of  the  kind  laft 
war;  by  thofe  papers  it  appeared  that  1200  had  been  killed, 
about  1800  fick  and  prifoners,  and  upwards  of  40,000  had 
deferted.  This  muft  be  cured  by  fome  means  or  other,  or 
it  would  be  impoffible  to  have  fucn  a  navy  as  could  diminifh, 
at  leaft,  if  not  deftroy  the  marine  of  France;  for  a  noble 
JLord  had  well  urged  in  a  former  debate,  delenda  eft  Carthago : 
Undoubtedly  the  marine  of  France  muft  be  deftroyed ;  for  if 
we  made  peace  without  having  effefted  that  moft  defireable 
purpofe,  it  would  be  the  peace  of  an  hour  only,  and  the  next, 
We  fhould  find  ourfelves  in  a  much  worfe  fituation,  if  pofli- 
ble,  than  we  were  in  at  prefent,  or  than  we  were  likely  to  be 
foon  put  in  by  a  continuance  of  this  mad,  ruinous,  and  run- 
away war.  • 

He 


built  for  government  eleven  (hips  of  war,  befides  fi 
and  lefler  veflels,  in  the  fame  time.  This  was  owing 
total  want  of  dilcipline  in  the  King's  yards,  and  to  a 
which  though  he  knew  it  was  a  received  maxim  in  (hip- 
ing,  he  could  not  but  controvert,  viz.  the  idea  that  the 
a  lhip  continued  in  her  frame,  with  her  fides  uncc 
the  better,  and  the  more  durable  the  fhip  would  be 
iinifhcd.  Tender  as  the  ground  was  upon  which  h 
treading,  he,  never thelefs,  would  venture  to  ftep  firml 
to  affure  the  Houfe,  that  he. had  the  evidence  of  his  fen 
fupport  him  in  his  affertion.  There  were,  at  this  tim< 
fhips  which  had  coft  the  public  very  large  fums  indeed, 
had  remained  in  their  frames  till  the  timbers  abfolutel 
came  rotten,  and  were  forced  to  be  taken  out  of  then 
meant  the  Royal  Sovereign,  at  Plymouth,  and  the  W; 
at  Portfmouth.  The  former  was  fo  bad  from  decay, 
even  her  keel  was  forced  to  be  taken  away,  and  a  nev 
put  in  its  (read.  Thnfe  two  fhips  then  were  proofs  o 
truth  of  what  we  aflerted,  and  might  ferve  as  a  ftimuli 
covering  in  fhips  of  war  fooner,  by  which  means  they  \ 
be  got  ready  for  fea  much  more  expeditioufly,  and  the  * 
try  be  ferved  more  effectually. 

He  migh  adduce  many  other  inftances  of  a  flmilar  n; 
but  he  mentioned  thofe  only  to  fhew,  that  the  fyftem  oi 
tinuing  lhips  fo  long  on  the  frame,  and  afterwards  fo  lo 
the  ftocks,    anfwered  none  of  the  ends  which  had  be 
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fhanges  of  the  wet  and  dry  feafons,  that  is,  for  a  year,  the 
onger  (he  flood  after  that  time,  fhe  received  more  injury  than 
>enefit.  He  complained  very  much  of  the  negligence  of  go- 
rernment  in  this  effential  part  of  the  fervice.  It  was  common 
for  the  men  to  leave  work  at  half  paft  eleven  to  go  to  dinner, 
ind  not  return  to  work  again  till  three  in  the  afternoon. 
He  faw  inftances  of  this  in  the  month  of  O&qber  laft.  This 
want  of  discipline  was  the  very  worft  of  our  calamities;  it 
bad  been  the  means  of  that  ftrange  and  uncommon  increafe 
of  defertion,  arifing  from  the  impolicy  of  our  imprefs  laws, 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  courfeof  this  war. 

He  then  propofed  to  the  Houfe  two  motions,  the  firft  was, 
"  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  and 
jnore  efledual  making  up  and  laying  before  Parliament  the 
accounts  of  the  fums  expended  for  building,  rebuilding,  and 
repairs  of  his  Majefty's  ihips  of  war  in  his  Majefty's  dock- 
yards and  other  dock-yards  in  Great-Britain." 
■:  This  motion  he  intended  to  follow  with  another,  w  That 
.there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  an  account  of  the  number  of 
ihipwrights  employed  in  the  Dock-yards  of  Deptford,  Wool- 
Uriel),  Chatham,  oheernefs,  Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  Deal, 
and  Harwich,  on  the  lft  of  January,  with  the  names  of  the 
feveral  officers  in  each  yard."  The  fecond  motion,  he  was 
free  to  confefs  was  a  leading  motion,  and  if  agreed  to,  would 
te  followed  with  an  enquiry •" 

-Sir  George  Yonge  feconded  the  motion,  and  faid  his  honoura-  sir  Gwrge 
ale  friend  had  his  thanks  for  having  called  the  attention  of  io*Se* 
the  Houfe  to  a  inatter  of  fo  much  real  importance.     The 
manner  in  which  the  navy  eftimates  were  prefented  to  that 
Houfe  called  loudly  for  fome  regulation.     As  the  eftimates 
Were  how  managed,  it  was  impoffible  for  any  perlon  to  know 
how  much  we  were  fpending,-  or  how  much  longer  we  could 
fupport  the  war.     It  would  perhaps  amaze  the  Houfe,  but 
we  were  expending  upon  our  navy  50,0001.  a  day,  a  fum  in- 
finitely, he  fuppoied,  beyond  what  any  gentleman  could  have 
Imagined.     With  regard  to  what  his  honourable  friend  had 
(kid  relative  to  the  flownefs  with  which  our  (hips  of  war 
-Wfte  built,  it  certainly  was  greatly  to  be  lamented,  and  it 
ought  to  be  avoided.     France,  it  was  obvious,  avoided  it,  for 
there  was  one  remarkable  inftance  that  had  come  to  his  know- 
Mge,  and  he  would  mention  it :  and  that  was,  the  Ville  de 
tarisy  which,  as  the  honourable  admiral  who  fat  behind  him 
[Admiral  Keppel]  well  knew,  was  fo  crippled  and  hulled, 
» the  a&ion  of  the  27th  of  July,  that  fhe  was  with  difficul- 
ty 
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ty  towed  into  port,  and  there  obliged  to  undergo  a  thorough 
repair ;  nay,  her  very  keel  was  taken  out,  and  a  new  one  put 
in ;  fo  that  (he  was  almoft  entirely  new,  when  the  workmen 
had  done  with  her;  and  yet  this  very  Ville  de  Paris  that  went 
into  dock  a  fhattered,  and  almoft  totally  ruined  ninety  run 
{hip  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  was  turned  out  of  dock  in 
the  April  following  an  almoft  complete  new  hundred  gun  man 
of  war.     This  {hewed,  that  the  French  could  get  their  {hips 
to  fea  much  fafter  than  we  did  in  general,  and  therefore  any 
meafure  that  tended  to  give  difpatch  to  the  fervice  of  the  na- 
vy was,  he  thought,  well  entitled  to  the  attention  of  that 
Houfe. 
Sir  Chcrks      Sir  Charles  Bunbury  made  a  very  long  and  able  fpeech  on 
Bunbury.    the  fubjeft  of  the  navy  in  general,  and  every  thing  connefied 
with  it.     Sir  Charles  faid  he  could  not  rife  to  (peak  on  fo  in- 
terefting  a  fubje&  without  returning  his  thanks  to  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  had  brought  it  on,  and  thereby  res- 
cued the  Houfe  from  the  imputations  it  had  lain  under  in  the 
minds  of  the  difpaffionate  and  refleding,  for  havtag  on  the 
day  of  the  naval  eftimates  negle&ed  the  important  confident 
tion  of  the  fleet  of  England,  in  order  to  enter  into  a  difcuffion 
of  what  had  been  fufficiently  di (cuffed  before,  and  in  full  a 
proper  a  place ;  the  unfortunate  conduit  of  a  much-cenfured 
though  highly-rewarded  vice-admiral.   An  imputation  which 
the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  never  could  have  incurred, 
had  it  not  been  led  away  by  that  violent  fpirit  of  partj, 
which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  inflames  the  paflions  of  the 
weak,  perverts  the  realbn  of  the  wife;   that  baneful  and 
malignant  fpirit  which  preys  upon  the  vitals  of  this  enfeebled 
country,  which  damps  its  ardour,  which  cripples  its  exertions, 
and  which  threatens  its  deft ruflt ion,  even  more  than  the  com- 
bined force  of  it  formidable  adverfaries,  by  profcribing  from 
its  fervice,  at  this  hour  of  difficulty  and  peril,  the  ableft  and 
moll  diftinguifhed  of  its  citizens.     Sir  Charles  then  went  in- 
to a  detail  of  our  fituation,  and  faid  he  was  aftoniftied  at 
having  heard  a  right  honourable  gen  tlemanforne  time  ago  boaft 
that  we  had  300,000  men  in  arms,    which  was  more  than 
Louis  XIV.  had.     Inftead  of  this  he  would  have  done  better 
to  have  referred  the  Houfe  to  the  example  of  Louis  XVI. 
who  was  wifely  ufmg  every  means  in  his  power  to  render  his 
marine  refpeftable  and  powerful.     That  exaiople  was  worthy 
of  our  imitation ;  the  fafety  of  Great-Britain  depended  not 
on  foldiers,  it  depended  on  another  defcription  of  men;  it 
was  from  an  encreafe  of  our  marine  alone  that  we  could 

found 
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found   any  reafonable  hope  of  putting  an  honourable  end  to 
the  war.    That  Parliament  had  given  money  from  time  to 
time  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy  with  a  liberal,  nay,  with  a 
lavifh  hand,  was  a  cjrcumftance  too  well  known  to  be  difpu- 
ted.     How  far  the  admiralty  had  done  its  duty,  what  degree 
of  alacrity  and  diligence  they  had  (hewn  in  their  conduct, 
were  facts  to  be  afcertained  from  an  examination  of  the  ftate 
of  our  navy,  and  a  comparifon  of  the  number  of  fhips  built 
now,  in  the  courfe  of  every  year,  with  the  number  of  fhips 
built  in  the  courfe  of  every  year  laft  war.     When  he  con- 
fidered  that  the  fums  voted  for  the  navy  fervice  this  war  ex- 
ceeded, by  one  fourth,  the  fums  voted  for  the  fame  fervice 
laft  war,  and  when  the  fact  flared  him  in  the  face,  that  we 
built  only  three  (hips  a  year  now,  whereas  we  had  formerly 
built  five,  he  could  not  compliment  the  admiralty  on  their  ex- 
ertions, he  could  not  praife  their  diligence.'  Heobferved  that 
fafliion,  which  governed  every  thing  without  doors,  had  found 
'  its  way  within  thofe  walls ;  and  as  in  higher  and  gayer  aflem- 
bfies  ine  had  fhewn  her  influence  by  the  new  modelling  of  a 
cap  or  a  buckle,  fo  in  that  graver  afTembly  ha^  fhe  manifeft- 
ed  her  power  by  the  introduction  of  peculiar  words  and  fa- 
vourite maxims  which  flourished  for  a  while,  and  then  funk 
into  oblivion.     The  favourite  maxim  of  former  years  would 
not  only  belong  remembered  by  the  intelligent  and  reflecting, 
gentlemen  around  him,  but  would  never  be  forgotten  by  the 
-moft  thoughtlefs  and  giddy  of  lingliihmen.  The  noble  Lord 
in  the  blue  ribband  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  improve 
their  frail  memories  by  acts  of  Parliament;  every  thing  they 
eat,  every  thing  they  drank,  every  thing  they  wore,  every 
thing  they  talked  of,  reminded  them  of  it.     The  maxim  he 
alluded  to  was — America  muft  be  reduced  to  unconditional 
fubtnifilon.     The  prefent  feflion  was  ufhered  in  with  more 
favourable  aufpices,  by  the  propofition  of  a  larger  number  o£ 
feamen ;  and  inftead  of  a  boafted  augmentation  of  our  enor- 
mous army,  as  in  former  years,  a  modeft  reduction  of  it.  By 
the  introduction  of  another  war  maxim,  which  had  been 
echoed  and  re-echoed  through  the  Houie,  and  feemed  to  meet, 
as  he  trufled  it  did,  with  general  approbation,  namely,  that 
the  marine  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  muft  be  deftroyed.     If 
then  the  deftrudtion  of  the  marine  of  our  enemies  was  the 
great  object  we  were  to  purfue,  and  the  only  means  of  attain- 
ing what  we  all  moft  ardently  wifhed  for,  an  honourable  and 
lafting  peace ;  that  object,  he  contended,  with  all  due  defe- 
rence to  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  his  right  honoura- 
Vol.  II.  R  r  ble 
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ble  friend  at  the  head  of  the  war  department,  could  not  he 
com pa{Ted  either  by  regiments  of  cavalry,   or  independent 
companies  of  foot,  however  numerous ;  it  could  only  be  ob- 
tained by  augmenting  the  power  of  the  marine  of  England 
Here  Sir  Charles  urged  the  propriety  of  employing  thofe  of 
the  moil  diftinguifhed  abilities  in  the  department  of  the  ad- 
miralty, and  reprobated  the  condudr,  of  the  prefent  commif- 
fioners,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the  prefent  hour, 
ftating  the  evils  that  had  accrued  to  the  country  from  their 
want  of  forefight,  diligence,  and  ccconomy ;  an  inftance  of 
the   htter  he  proved  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  that  the 
whole  expence  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1762  (the  moft  coft- 
ly  of  the  late  war)  amounted  to  6,308.205!.  whereas  that  for 
the  year  1780,  came  to  8,853,249  1.    That  is  above  two  mil* 
lions  and  a  half  more,  though  in  1762  we  had  89  mips  of  the 
line,  and  in  1780  only  86.     Sir  Charles  took  notice  of  the 
war  with  Holland,  and  declared  he  knew  not  how  he  was  to 
afcribe  it,  or  how  he  was  to  account  for  it.    The  fpirited  and 
chearful  North  Briton  might  rejoice  at  it,  and  promife  him- 
felf  a  rich  and  golden  harveft;  but  as  an  Eaft  Briton,  as  the 
reprefentative  of  a  large  manufadturing  county,  which  touch* 
ed  not  an  ear  of  the  precious  corn,  which  reaped  only  a  crop 
of  thiftles,  an  accumulation  of  grievous  taxes,  who  mourned 
the  event,  and  daily  felt  its  fatal  confequences ;  he  mull  beg 
leave  to  deplore  it  as  a  melancholy  circumftance.     It  was  a 
poor  comfort  to  his  conftituents  to  be  told  that  there  were 
people   in  the  ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,.at  fome  thoufands  of 
miles  diftance  from  this  country,  as  miferable  as  themfelves. 
The  adtenturers  in  privateers,  and  thofe  who  were  concerned 
in  letters  of  marque,  might  rejoice  at  it;  they  had,  he  heard, 
taken  many  Dutch  veffefs,  but  he  had  not  yet  heard  of  their 
getting  any  Dutch  cargoes.     The  (hips  they  had  hitherto 
taken  were  chiefly  freighted  with  Englifli  property,  with  the 
property  of  their  next  door  neighbours.     He   rejoiced   as 
heartily  as  any  man  at  the  fuccefs  of  His  Majefty's  arras. 
The  capture  of  St.  Euftatius,  confidering  that  we  had  forced 
Holland  to  join  the  number  of  our  foes,  was  an  important 
event ;  how  far  it  would  prove  a  golorious  one,  depended  al- 
together on  the  ufe  that  might  be  made  of  it.  If  it  enflamed 
the  arrogance  of  the  Britifli  Miniftry,  if  it  induced  them  to 
ufe  more  lordly    and  haughty  language  when  they  were 
treating  for  peace,  it  would  be  a  melancholy  prize_;  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  was  properly  ufed,  it  would  be  a  truly 
valuable  capture,  though  he  was  forry  to  fay  its  glory  waf 
Jlied  by  the  feizure  of  private  property,  a  new  and  dif- 

graceful 
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il  fyftem  of  war,  unknown  to  civilized  nations.  He 
d  not,  however,  that  a  Britilh  Sovereign  would  in- 
-  reftore  the  detained  merchandife  to  the  owners,  as  he 
not  harbour  the  idea  of  a  monarch  of  this  country  be- 
llied in  generofity  by  a  French  King,  who  had  lately,- 
moft  liberal  and  noble  manner,  ordered  the  reftitutioa 
r  property  to  the  fubje<5ts  of  Grenada,  as  one  of  which 
i  happy  to  give  this  public  teftimony  of  his  admiration 
ratitude.  He  advifed  his  noble  friend  in  the  blue  rib- 
lot  to  fuffer  thofe  commanders  and  proprietors  of  priva- 
who  had  huzzaed  him  into  the  war  with  Holland,  to 
it  him  from  making  peace.  He  knew  his  benevolent 
cific  difpofition  would  induce  him  to  do  what  he  had 
i.  He  (aid  he  ufed  the  word  pacificy  becaufe  his  noble 
's  mind  was  jjeaceably  inclined.  The  conciliatory  pro- 
ns  which,  in  fpite  of  the  clamorous  oppofition  both 
political  friends  and  foes,  he  had  with  fo  much  mag- 
ity,  and  fo  much  to  his  own  honour,  brought  into  that 

fome  few  years  back,  as  well  as  his  having  fent  out 
iffioners  to  America,  proved  that  he  panted  for  peace, 
njured  his  noble  friend  therefore  to  ufe  his  endeavours 
>ire  his  war-enamoured  colleagues  with  the  fame  pacific 
tents  with  which  he  was  himfelf  infpired.  He  con- 
bim  to  be  a  warrior  for  peace;  he  would  fight  under 
nner,  and  endeavour,  by  the  abundance  of  his  zeal,  to 
for  his  lack  of  ability;  but  it  was  not  only  the  flender 
fuch  bending  willows  as  himfelf  that  he  would  acquire; 
suld  likewife  gain  the  powerful  affiftance  of  the  mofl 
od  diftinguifhed  amongft  us,  the  fturdy  oaks  who  fup- 
his  tottering  conftitution.  Let  his  noble  friend  lofe  not 
aent  in  fo  laudable,  fo  expedient,  fo  neceflary  a  purfuit ! 
\  mean  time,  "  increafe  the  navy,"  the  phiafe  fhould 
hoed  in  the  noble  Lord's  ear,  from  day  to  day.  He 
,  a  Nay,  I  would  have  a  ftarling  taught  to  fpeak  no- 

but  NAVY,  and  prefent  it  to  him,  to  keep  his  recol- 
a  ftill  in  motion. 

order  to  do  it,  let  every  fhipwright  in  the  kingdom  be 
>yed;  and  let  the  induftry  of  the  workmen  in  the  royal 
yards  be  extrafled  by  every  poffible  means;  let  it  be[ 
iraged  by  emoluments,  let  their  floth  be  driven  away 
e  terror  of  punifhment !  To  forward  the  great  work 
icreafe  of  the  navy,  let  every  joiner  and  carpenter  in 
ingdom,  every  man  who  knew  the  ufe  of  the  adze  and 
ittfel;  be  enlified  into  tbe  public  fervice.  Every  man  qf 
R  r  %  this 
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this  defcription  might  be  made  ufeful,  and  join  in  forward- 
ing that  great  end,  without  the  attainment  of  which,  it 
was  impolfible  to  expect  that  war  could  be  carried  on  with 
fuccefs.  To  prevent  the  alarming  and  unparallelled  defer- 
tion  which  happened  this  war  (more  than  40,000  having  de- 
ferred) he  recomrnended  the  reftoration  of  difcipline  in  the 
navy,  which  had  been  much  relaxed;  he  cenfured  the  perni- 
cious cuftom  of  turning  over  men  to  different  fhips,  which 
made  them  take  a  difguft  to  the  fervice;  and  he  urged  the 
neceffity  of  augmenting  the  corps  of  marines,  and  empower- 
ing the  captains  of  fhips  to  rate  the  marines  as  feamen,  when 
they  knew  the  bufmefs,  without  obliging  them  to  repay  the 
bounty-moneA  as  heretofore. 
Wr.Ptnton.  Mr.  Penton  faid  it  had  fallen  to  his  lot  from  year  to  year 
to  have  occafion  to  rife  and  make  the  fame  explanation.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  had  founded  his 
principal  complaint  on  a  matter  which  had  been  explained  to 
that  Houfe  over  and  over  again,  viz.  the  mode  of  voting  the 
money  for  the  navy  upon  eftimate,  when  it  frequently  happen- 
ed that  the  particular  fervice  provided  for  one  year,  remained 
to  be  provided  for  the  next,  and  again  the  year  after.  It  had 
before  now  been  complained  of,  that  the  eftimates  of  one 
year  did  not  agree  with  the  accounts  of  the  enfuing  one,  and 
it  had  then  been  ftiewn  that  it  was  impoffible  they  ihould 
ever  do  fo.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  aftonifhed  they 
did  not  correfpond,  and  he  would  be  more  fo,  if  the  cafe  were 
otherwife;  for  the  eftimate  only  related  to  the  probable  ex- 
penditure, and  thofe  which  became  neceflary  muff,  by  a 
thoufand  caufes,  be  often  widely  different ;  nor  could  it  be 
the  intention  of  Parliament,  that  every  fum  granted  fhould 
be  invariably  applied  to  the  fpecific  purpofe  for  which  it  was 
demanded.  If  fums  of  money  had  been  allowed  by  that 
Houfe  under  the  defcription  of  its  being  wanted  to  forward 
the  building  of  any  particular  fliip,  and  unavoidable  circum- 
ftances  prevented  the  bufinefs  being  carried  on,  furely  there 
could  be  no  impropriety  in  appropriating  that  money  to  ufcs 
more  immediately  neceffary  for  the  fervices  of  the  State,  fuch 
as  repairing,  &c.  which  enabled  government  to  fend  out  a  na- 
val force  more  fpeedily  than  if  they  were  to  employ  men  on 
new  bottoms.  The  fa 61  was,  when  any  fervice  arofe  fudden- 
ly  and  preffed,  the  attention  of  the  dock-yards  was  turned 
from  their  regular  work  to  that  particular  duty,  and*  in  that 
cafe,  as  in  regard  to  the  Narciffus,  the  fums  voted  for  other 
purpofes  were  applied  to  the  particular  neceffity,  and  Parlia- 
ment was  reforted  to  again  for  another  pro vifion  for  thefuh- 
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jedl  of  the  former  eftimate.  This  method  of  doing  the  buG- 
nefs  had  the  fan&ion  of  long  eftabliihed  ufage.  It  had  been 
adhered  to  for  above  a  century ;  and  indeed  he  faw  no  other 
method  that  would  anfwer  equally  well.  Various  cafes  would 
occur  to  gentlemen  to  exemplify  what  he  had  ftated,  and  to 
prove  how  unavoidable  the  practice  was.  In  the  cafe  of  a  hur- 
ricane, for  in  ftance,  where  feveral  fliips  werefuddenly  difmaftS 
ed,  gentlemen  would  fee  it  was  impoffible  to  forefee  and  pro- 
vide againit  fuch  an  event,  and  yet  the  fliips  mult  be  immedi- 
ately refitted.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  not  priviouf- 
ly  communicated  to  him  the  particular  inftance  he  meant  to 
adduce  in  argument,  confequently  it  was  impoflibit  to  anfwer 
precifely  concerning  the  ftate  of  thofe  fhips  he  had  mentioned; 
but  this  he  would  obferve  in  general,  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  much  miftaken  in  fuppcfing  the  long  feafoning 
of  fhips  to  be  unnecelTary;  it  was  a  very  requifite  piece  of 
caution,  as  every  fhipbuilder  well  knew;  and  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  confulted  profeflion.ii  men,  he  flattered 
himfelf  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  thought  diffe- 
rently upon  the  lubjecl.  With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid 
relative  to  the  King's  yards  and  private  yards,  he  had  in  his 
hand  accounts  of  the  fums  paid  to  both  the  lait  year;  about 
350,000!.  had  been  paid  to  private  lhipbuilders,  and 
420,0001.  to  the  royal  dock- yards;  it  was  clear  therefore, 
that  in  the  latter  the  moft  bufinefs  had  been  done.  He  could 
not,  he  faid,  agree  with  the  honourable  Baronet  on  the  floor, 
that  to  take  common  carpenters,  and  every  man  who  knew 
how  to  handle  an  adze,  into  the  dock-yards,  would  be  of  any 
fervice;  on  the  contrary,  he  fhould  think  that  defcription  of 
perfons  would  rather  impede  than  forward  the  work,  exclu- 
fire  of  the  improbability  of  the  real  fliipwrights  confenting 
to  mix  with  men  not  bred  to  their  bufinefs. 

The  eftimates  of  which  the  honourable  member  had  com- 
plained, fuch  as  they  were,  were  juft  fuch  as  had  been  made 
for  a  century  back.  To  ftiew  this,  he  called  to  the  clerk,  who 
read  from  the  journals  of  the  Houfe :  "amotion  was  made  on 
the  26th  of  February,  1739,  *  That  to  apply  towards  de- 
fraying the  ordinary  charge  of  His  Majefty's  navy,  or  to  any 
head  contained  in  the  ordinary  eftimate  thereof,  any  fum  of 
the  public  money  exceeding  the  fum  granted  by  Parliament 
for  that  purpofe,  is  a  misapplication,  and  ought  to  be  prevent- 
ed ;"  which  paned  in  the  negative.  He  hoped  that  the  prefent 
motion  would  have  a  like  fate;  and  then  concluded  by  fay- 
ing, that  to  eftablifh  a  permanent  mode  of  ftating  the  navy 

accounts 
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accounts 'by  an  a£l  of  the  Legiflature  was  both  fuperfluous 
and  impolitic,  becaufe  an  order  of  the  Houfe  might  point  out 
any  mode  which  the  fentiments  of  gentlemen,  in  every  parti- 
cular year,  or  the  fituation  of  affairs  might  make  moft  eligible. 
«rr.  Mm-  Mr.  Minchin  replied1,  and  complained  of  haying  been  mif- 
K»*  underftood.     He  alfo  declared  he  had  been  in  a  royal  dock- 

yard not  long  ago,  when  the  fhipwrights  left  off  at  half  after 
eleven ;  and  though  the  bell  rang  for  their  return  from  dinner 
at  one,  not  a  ftroke  was  ftruck  till  the  clock  had  gone  three, 
Udmh-al  Admiral  Keppel  rofe  principally,  he  faid,  to  take  notice  of 

&//**•  a  circumftan^e  of  theutmoft  importance  to  the  country,  and 
which  called  for  the  moft  fober  inquiry ;  and  that  was, 
that  we  had  loft  forty-two  thoufand  eight  hundred  men 
by  defertion  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war.  This  is  a 
calamity  which  had  been  unfelt  before  in  this  country,  and 
unprecedented  in  the  Britifli  fervice;  and,  if 'it  was  fo,  it  muft 
arife  from  a  fault  in  difcipline  fomewhere,  a  fault  of  a  very 
criminal  and  enormous  kind.  That  1200  only  fhould  have 
been  killed  in  battle,  did  not  at  all  furprife  him  ;  for  the  num- 
ber killed  by  the  enemy  was  in  general  very  fmall;  but  that 
42,000  men  fhould  have  deferted  from  the  fervice,  was  a  no- 
velty in  the  Britifh  navy ;  it  was  a  circumftance  which  of 
itfelf  would  convince  him  of  the  neceffity  of  inquiring  inta 
the  ftate  of  the  navy,  and  adopting  fome  regulations  for  the 
improvement  of  its  order  and  difcipline.  He  thought  fome 
roeafure  fhould  be  adopted  to  prevent  defertion,  as  many 
thoufands  who  had  coft  the  country  50I.  60K  or  70I.  a  man, 
had  never  been  ferviceable  to  the  amount  of  one  penny :  this 
#  was  a  grievance  which  had  fome  years  fince  been  noticed  by 
a  gentleman  who  is  now  no  more  (Mr.  Dowdefwcll) ;  Jhe 
wifhed  it  would  be  ferioufly  thought  of  by  fome  gentleman  of 
abilities  at  this  time,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  the  greateft  mo- 
ment. It  was  his  ultimate  wifh  to  ferve  his  country  on  all 
occafions;  as  he  was  now  excluded  from  doing  any  thing  in 
bis  own  profeffional  line,  he  fhould  content  himfelf  with 
giving  his  free  and  unbiaffed  opinion  of  public  meafures  in 
that  Houfe.  As  to  the  employment  of  marines  on  board,  it 
was  a  meafure  which  had  been  thought  of  when  he  was  at  the 
Admiralty  Board,  though  not  adopted  for  fome  time  after- 
wards. He  confidered  it  as  a  very  ufeful  regulation,  and  he 
flncerely  wifhed  that  there  was  a  body  of  marines  brought  up 
exprefsly  to  ferve  on  board,  though  he  never  wifhed  them  to 
wear  a  red  coat,  or  any  badge,  which  diftinguifhed  them  from 
the  failors.    How   the  bufinefs  was  retarded  in  the  royal 
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dock-yards  beyond  that  of  the  merchants  yards,  he  could  not 
btherwife  account  for,  than  that  the  men  belonging  to  royal 
dock-yards  were  frequently,  from  neceffity,  called  out  to  re- 
pair ftips  not  in  dock.  At  Spithead  this  was  often  the  cafe, 
and'  the  men  ordered  on  that  duty  could  not  do  more  in  a 
week  when  there,  than  they  could  have  done  in  orte  day,  if 
the  fliip  had  been  in  dock. 

Some  men  who  were  conne&ed  with  Minifters  had  de- 
clared they  wiflied  our  fleet  might  meet  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards. He  hoped  to  God,  if  the  French  had  failed,  and 
joined  the  Spaniards,  our  fleet  might  not  meet  them.  He  did 
not  wifh  to  paint  matters  in  a  black  colour,  but  he  could  not 
help  feeling,  that  if  our  fleet  fought  an  enemy  fo  vaftly  fu- 
perior  as  the  combined  fleet  mull  be,  the  confequence  might 
be  fuch  as  this  country  could  not  eafily  nor  foon  get  over. 
He  declared  he  was  aftonifhed  to  hear  the  MiniftePs  friends, 
when  he  met  thtfm  in  the  ftreets,  fay,  they  did  not  know  whe* 
ther  the  French  fleet  had  failed  or  not.  Had  Minifters  no 
copper-bottomed  light  mips  cruizing  oflF  Breft  Harbour,  to 
bring  them  early  intelligence  of  fuch  an  event,  and  to  com- 
■municate  it  to  Mr.  Darby  ?  Surely  they  did  not  wait  for 
the  poll  to  bring  them  the  news  through  Isruflels,  Flanders, 
or  the  Netherlands,  in  which  cafe  they  would  not  receive  it 
till  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  after  the  French  had  failed  ?  * 
He  did  not  mean  by  thefe  queftions  to  take  upon  him  to  de- 
Clare  that  the  fa&  was  fo.  Perhaps  Minifters  had  light 
cruizers  off  Breft  for  the  purpofe  he  had  mentioned ;  he  hoped 
they  had. 

Sir  Hugh  Pattifcr  rofe,  he  faid,  to  give  an  account  of  the  Sir  Hugh 
meafures  which  the  prefent  adminiftration  had  taken  to  in-  P*®/** 
creafe  the  navy  of  England,  and  make  it  fuperior  to  thofe  of 
•France  and  Spain.     It  had  been  infinuated,  as  if  no  prepara- 
tion had  been  made  by  the  Miniftry  to  put  this  country  in  a 
ftate  of  defence  againft  a  war.     The  infinuation  was  to  his 
knowledge  totally  ill-founded.     After  the  family  compa&, 
it  wail  forefeen  that  the  greateft  naval  exertions  would  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  enable  this  country  to  maintain  its  fuperiorityover 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.    It  was  forefeen,  that  whenever  war 
fliould  again  break  out  with  France,  it  would  alfo  break  out 
with  Spain  at  the  fame  time.  Formerly  we  had  to  do  with 
thefe  powers  alternately,  not  together ;  but  the  family  com- 
pa&  gave  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  a  rupture  with  one  would  be 
immediately  followed  by  a  rupture  with  the  other.     As  one 
part  of  a  large  plan  for  this  purpofe,  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
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/hip  timber  was  procured,-  and  vaft  quantities  of  naval  ftores, 
the  feeds  of  future  navies,  were  purchafed  wiih  thofe  Aims 
the  Parliament  had  voted;  the  dock-yards  were  abfolutely 
crammed.  As  foon  as  it  was  obferved  that  France  and  Spain 
were  arming,  the  number  of  our  fhipwrights  was  confidera- 
bly  increafed  in  all  the  dock-yards,  and  the  next  ftep  was  to 
procure  yet  a  greater  number  i  and  this  alfo  was  ftrenuoufly 
attempted,  but  without  fuccefs ;  for  the  nation  could  not  afford 
any  great  addition  of  thefe;  therefore,  as  a  fubftitute,  it  was 
relolved  to  increafe  the  labour  of  the  former  complement  in 
the*  yards,  till  one  fourth  more  work  fliould  be  done  than 
before  by  the  fame  riumbe?  of  hands.  This  expedient 
would  infallibly  have  fucceeded,  but  for  the  interpofitioa 
of  the  enemies  to  this  country ;  we  know  not  whether 
they  were  foreign  enemies  or  domeftic ;  but  our  enemies, 
confcious  that  with  a  great  navy  we  mull  be  victorious,  in- 
tervened, fowed  diflentions  among  our  workmen,  and  poifon- 
ed  them  againft  this  new  plan.  Aflbciations  were  then 
formed  among  them:  petitions  and  remonftrances  werefent 
up  to  the  navy  board ;  committees  were  appointed,  and  de- 
legates and  deputies  were  fent  up  to  London  to  treat  with 
the  navy  board,  in  the  nature  of  a  congrefs.  \^A  hearty  laugbJ] 
He  did  aflure  the  Houfe  he  was  fpeaking  ferious  truths,  truths 
that  had  fallen  within  his  own  knowledge ;  for  he  had  the 
honour  to  prefide  at  the  navy  board  at  the  time.  As  to  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  navy,  he  could  not  fpeak  to  it. 
WrpBurh.  Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  reprobated  the  little,  inilgnificant,  and 
contemptible  endeavour  of  throwing  obloquy  on  the  aflbcia- 
tions, by  this  fpecies  of  ridicule,  and  he  pointed  out  the  futi- 
lity or  the  criminality  of  the  fair,  if  it  was  true  as  aflerted. 
If  it  was  true,  it  proved  we  had  no  government  in  this  coun- 
try, as  that  government  were  not  able  to  maintain  order  and 
obedience  even  among  the  workmen  of' a  dock-yard,  but  per- 
mitted every  little  combination  of  journeymen  and  appren- 
tices to  defeat  the  meafures  that  were  adopted  for  national 
falvation.  The  family  compact  took  place  in  1762,  near 
twenty  years  ago,  and  the  prefent  adminiftration  hadforefeen 
the  evil  of  a  war  with  France  and  Spain,  but  they  were  pre- 
vented from  providing  againft  it,  by  a  cembi nation  of  jour- 
neymen ;  fuch  nonfenfe  was  at  all  times  beneath  his  notice; 
but  if  Minifters  dared  to  tell  a  Britifh  Parliament  that  our 
misfortunes  were  all  owing  to  a  confederacy  among  the  fhip- 
wrights, they  were  highly  criminal.  According  to  their 
idea,  not  America,  not  France  and  Spain,  but  a  miferabh 
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committee  of  fhipwrights  had  vanquiflied  this  country.  If 
Miniftry  knew  it,  why  had  they  not  applied  to  Parliament 
to  enforce  obedience  ?  To  acknowledge  they  knew  of  it* 
and  yet  to  own  that  they  never  had  applied  to  Parliament, 
was  an  admiffion  of  their  guilt.  The  honourable  Vice  Ad- 
miral had  thrown  out  fomething  concerning  aflbciations,  de- 
puties, &c«  He  faid,  associations  had  been  held,  petitions 
prefented,  &c.  the  intent  of  which  was  to  have  an  inquiry 
made  into  a  feeming  abufe  in  the  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
ney, and  praying  that  it  might  not  be  lavifhed  away  in  pen- 
fions,  finectires,  &c.  but  appropriated  for  the  fervices  of  the 
ftate.  Thfcfe  petitions  were  difregarded,  but  thofe  of  men 
belonging  to  dock-yards  could  not  be  refifted,  the  Miniftry 
were  vanquiflied  by  them ;  the  navy  was  in  a  ftate  very  in- 
ferior to  what  it  ought  to  be;  and  the  nation  would  proba- 
bly feel  the  fatal  confequences*  We  at  prefent  feemed  to 
exult  in  the  feizureof  the  private  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Euftatia,  which  might  be  repeated  at  Curacoa,  which 
ifland  might  probably  be  in  our  hands  at  prefent;  he  faid, 
the  moment  that  the  people  of  St.  Euftatia  had  furrendered 
to  our  arm$*  their  ifland  was  as  much  the  property  of  his 
Majefly  as  was  that  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  people  as  much 
his  fubje£ts  as  were  thofe  of  Great  Britain ;  and  confequent- 
ly,  it  rauft  be  robbery  to  feize  their  property,  to  which  they 
had  a  right  from  the  moment  of  their  furrender,  as  being  ipfo 
fatto  Britifli  fubjedb. 

Admiral  Keppcl  faid,  he  thought  it  due  to  the  Duke  of  j^™1 
Richmond  to  declare,  that  the  difcontented  fhip-wrights  had    W* " 
gone  to  Goodwood,  and  fought  the  noble  Duke's  porte&ion, 
when  he  inftantly  bid  them  go  back  to  work,  for  he  never 
Would  encourage  any  thing  that  tended  to  {hew  a  difpofition 
to  fly  iti  the  face  of  discipline. 

Mr*  A  Gafcoyne  faid  he  could  not  fit  ftill  in  filericej  ahdMr*G 
hear  aflef tiods,  which,  if  uncontradicted,  might  tend  to  mif-^*'* 
lead  the  public.  It  was  faid,  that  42,000  men  had  deferted 
from  the  fervice  intfyecourfe  of  the  war,  and  this  computa- 
tion might  be  accurate;  but  was  it  therefore  underftood  that 
all  thefe  men  were  loft  to  the  fervice  ?  By  no  means,  a  great 
number  were  taken,  and  a  ftill  greater  furrendered  for  fear  of 
punifhment,  fo  that,  in  faft,  very  few  were  actually  with- 
drawn from  the  fervice  altogether. 

As  to  the  attack  on  his  honourable  friend,  the  gallant  Vice 
Admiral,  relative  to  what  he  had  faid  of  the  enemies  of  this 
country  having  poifoned  the  minds  of  the  fliip-wrights;  his 
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honourable  friend  (Sir  Hugh  Pallifer)  had  neither  men* 
tioned  foreign  enemies  nor  domeftic  enemies,  but  had  ufed 
the  term  enemies  generally.  That  the  mifchief  was  done  by 
the  enemies  of  this  country  was  undoubtedly  true,  and  he 
verily  believed  by  the  fame  enemies  of  their  country  who 
had,  by  infufing  the  fpirit  of  aflbciation  into  the  minds  of 
the  people,  and  planning  committees  of  correfpondence, 
thrown  the  nation  into  the  ferment,  the  effects  of  which  they 
had  witnefled  the  laft  year,  when  all  government  was  over- 
borne,, the  dignity  of  that  Houfe  debafed,  its  honour 
tratnpled  upon,  its  authority  defpifed,  and  the  Houfe,  as  it 
were,  taken  by  ftorm  and  held  pfifoner.  Thefe  very  ene- 
mies, whofe  aim  was  to  deftroy  and  ruin  the  country. 

If.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  rofe  with  fome  warmth,  and  called  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  Order.  He  faid  that  thefe  attempts  of  de- 
preciating the  petitions  of  the  people  were  fhameful,  were 
ridiculous ;  fuch  arguments,  as  the  honourable  gentleman's, 
went  not  to  the  attack  merely  of  the  tumultuous,  butalfoto 
the  legal  petitioner.  He  knew  how  to  hold  affectations  as  well 
as  that  gentleman,  or  any  man-  in  that  Houfe ;  there  were 
affectations,  which  had  his  mod  fovereign,  undifguifed  con- 
tempt, while,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  the  member  of  one 
of  a  very  different  complexion  indeed,  who  had  petitioned 
for  reducing  the  influence  of  the  Crown;  but  their  dutiful 
and  humble  petitions  were  contemned,  while  thpfe  of  the  dif- 
obedient  and  refractory  were  attended  to ;  the  navy  of  Eng- 
land might  ftand  ftill,  but  the  influence  of  the  Crown  muft 
flow  on. 

tr.  Gaf-         Mr.  Gafcoyne  appealed  to  the  Chair,  whether  that  was 

7ne'         fpeaking  to  order? 

Tr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  faid,  if  he  was  not  fuffered  to  deliver  his  fenti- 
ments,  and  the  honourable  Gentleman  went  on  accufing  that 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  with  having  been  the  enemies  of  their 
country,  and  the  caufe  of  laft  year's  mifchiefs,  he  would 
move  to  have  his  words  taken  down' 

U.Gaf-     '    Mr.  Gajcoyne  faid,  he  would  not  retract  a  fyllable,  but 

ync.  would  repeat  his  expreffions  word  for  word  [A  violent  try  of 
Hear*,  Hear,  Hear  !  Take  down,  Take  down  /]  Onw  hieh  he 
faid.  "  Hear,  Hear,  Hear!  fuch  cries  will  not  alarm  me* 
nor  deter  aae  from  doing  my  duty."  He  now  repeated, 
"  That  the  gallant  Vice  Admiral  had  neither  mentioned  fo- 
reign nor.  domeftic  enemies,  but  had  ufed  the  term  enemies 
generally.    That  the  mifchief  Was  done  by  the  enemies  of 
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this  country  was  undoubtedly  true,  and,  he  verily  believed,  by 
the  fame  enemies  of  their  country,  who  had,  by  infufing  the 
fpirit  of  aflbciation  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  the  effeds 
of  which  they  bad  witnefled  laft  year,  to  have  overborne  all 
government.  .  Thefe>  he  faid,  were  his  words,  and  if  any 
gentleman  chofe  to  have  them  taken  down,  he  would  again 
repeat  them.  Having  paufed  for  fome  time,  he  declared, 
that  he  did  not  include  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
called  him  to  order  in  the  number  of  the  enemies  of  his 
country.  No  man  refpe&ed  him  more  than  he  did.  Let 
them  differ  in  political  opinion  ever  fo  widely,  he  fhould 
continue  to  regard  him  as  a  true  lover  of  the  constitution,  as 
a  man  whofe  integrity  and  honefty  were  equal  to  his  great 
and  fhining  talents.  He  meant,  well,  and  he  had  done  his 
country  foine  fervice;  but  no  more  of  that :  but  he  could  not, 
with  patience,  filently  hear  any  thing,  which  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  reprobating  a  fyflem,  which  had  overborne 
all  order,  infringed  every  regulation  of  fociety,  and  alinoft 
brought  the  nation  into  the  rude  flate  of  nature.  What  did 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  do  at  that  time, 
when  they  had  by  the  riots,  as  it  were,  put  government  into 
a  cleft  flick  i 

If,  when  all  authority  was  trod  under  foot,  and  all  law 
and  «rder  fubverted  aud  deftroyed,  government  exerted  its 
powers,  and  put  an  end  to  diforder  by  the  ftrong  arm  of  the 
military,  then  the  cry  was,  "  they  were  tyrants,  they  a&ed 
oppreffively  !"  and  it  they  did  not,  what  was  the  cry  then  ) 
*  that  they  were  fools* 

Mr.  Dempfter  wondered  that  any  gentleman  fhould  at  this  Mr.  Dm 
time  rife  and  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the  Admiralty  Boards- 
were  prevented  carrying  a  neceffary  plan  into  execution,  be-> 
caufe  the  carpenters,  &c.  had  formed  themfelves  into  bodies 
to  defeat  it.  If  fuch  combinations  had  been  entered  into, 
how  came  it  that  the  Houfe  was  not  made  acquainted  there* 
with,  that  they  might  have  confidered  of  measures  to  make 
it  beneficial  to  them,  and  of  fervice  to  the  nation.  If  a 
mutiny  had  taken  place  among  our  workmen,  the  bufinefs 
ought  to  undergo  an  inquiry ;  and  he  called  upon  the  Vice 
Admiral,  whofe  opinion  he  held  in  the  higheft  refpe£t,  to 
acquaint  the  Houfe,  when  this  mutiny  broke  out,  and  why 
the  executive  power  had  not  been  called  upon  to  quell  it,  and, 
punifh  the  offenders?  The  gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the 
Houfe  had  always  exprefled  an  ardent  defire  to  have  the  navy 
put  oq  the  moft  refpe&able  footing,  considering  it  the  gteat 
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bulwark  of  the  nation,  and  it  could  not  be  denied  that  mo- 
tions for  additional  grants  of  money  for  that  purpofe  had 
originated  there.  He  could  however,  hardly  believe  the 
Vice  Admiral  to  be  in  earneft ;  but  if  fo,  if  there  were  foch 
combinations  that  produced  fach  confequences,  and  they  were 
kept  a  fecret  from  Parliament,  it  demanded  the  moft  ferious 
inquiry,  and  he  pledged  himfelf  to  the  talk, 
r  Hugh  Sir  Hugh  Pallijer  replied,  that  as  the  plan  with  which  the 
al'tfer.  workmen  had  been  taught  to  find  fault,  was  beyond  the  line 
of  their  ordinary  duty  and  agreement,  fo  it  was  political  in 
them  to  adopt  or"  rejeft  it;  confequently  could  not  be  em- 
played  agairift  them.  The  affociation, '  he  faid,  broke  out 
fome  time  in  1773  or  1774. 
oionei  .  Qolonel  Roberts  faid  that  he  held  himfelf  bound  to  relate 
dens.  tQ  t^e  pjoufe  a  fa#  which  hecould  fpeakfrom  his  own  know- 
ledge. At  that  melancholy  aera,  when  he  was  made  the 
prifoner  of  that  Houfe  [a  loud  laugh]  he  was  at  Plymouth ; 
and  he  faw  the  very  Ihips,  the  Royal  Sovereign  and  Glory,  in 
their  cradles ;  and  fo  far  wefre  they  from  being  aim  oft  totally 
rotteq,  as  an  honourable  member  had  reprefented  them,  that 
he  believed  there  was  not  an  unfound  rib  in  either.  He  had 
fpoken  to  the  fhip-wright,  and  had  alked  him,  if  there  was 
not  danger  in  having  them  fo  long  expofed  to  the  weather; . 
who  replied  in  the  negative;  and  (aid,  that  there  ^was  no  dan* 
ger  till  a  green  fur  (the  man?s  own  words)  fhould  appear  on 
the  timber ;  then,  he  faid,  it  muft  be  covered;  but  at  the  time 
they  were  fpeaking  there  was  none  of  this  green  fur  on  either 
of  the  /hips  in  queftion;  and  the  flfiip-wright  declared  to 
him,  that  they  Were  both  perfedHy  found.  And  he  was 
moreover  informed  from  very  good  authority,  that  fliips  were 
much  the  better  for  (landing  on  their  frames. 
f  *•  7-  Sir  P.  J.  Gierke  faid,  that  as  no  application  had  been  made 
er  e'  to  the  Houfe  for  their  interference,  when  the  difpute  happened 
in  the  dock-yard,  fuch  difobcdience  and  refractory  condu& 
pould  not  be  now  brought  well  into  argument. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  queftion,  ayes  45;  noes  147. 
>.  MinT  Mr.  Minchin  faid,  that  after  the  fate  of  his  firft  motion, 
'*•  feeing  that  all  defire  of  reform  was  at  an  end,  he  would  not 

trouble  the  Houfe  with  his  fecond  propofitior*. 

March  2(5. 

A  petition  was  prefented  by  Lord  Sheffield  from  the  Sher 
riffs  of  Coventry,  acknowledging  the  offence  of  which  they 
had  been  guilty,  and  thp  juftice  of  their  puniftiment,  buf 
praying  at  the  farne  time,  in  the  ordinary  terms,  that  the 
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Houfe  would  accept  of  their  fubmiflion,  and  difcharge  them 
from  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms.  An  order  was 
made  on  this  petition,  to  bring  them  to  the  bar  the  next  day, 
to  be  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker,  and  discharged. 

Mr.  Thomas  Onflow  brought  up  a  petition  from  a  numerous  Mr.  Tbo- 
feody  of  the  innholders  of  England,  ftating  the  grievances  mat  Onflow. 
Which  they  laboured  under  by  the  distribution  of  the  military, 
md  the  particular  hardfhips  which  they  fuffered  from  the 
wanton  wafte  and  havock  which  the  dragoons  made  of  their 
lay  and  ftraw,  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  legiflature, 
tri  the  a&  by  which  they  were  quartered  upon  them,  and  con- 
trary to  every  idea  of  juftice.  It  prayed  the  Houfe  to  give 
them  fuch  relief  as  to  their  wifdom  fhould  feem  meet. 

Mr-  Secretary  at  fFaridXA.  he  (hould  not  oppofe  bringing  up  Mr.Seerft+> 
the  petition,  but  he  thought  it  neceffary  even  at  that  moment  Vf  **  *'<*• 
to  fay  fomething  upon  it.  He  then  went  into  an  argument 
to  prove- that  the  hardfhips  fuffered  by  the  innholders,  on  ac- 
count of  quartering .  of  the  military  now,  was  not  greater 
than  the  hardfhips  fuffered  on  the  fame  account  all  laft  war, 
and  that  the  practice  had  the  fandion  of  at  leaft  a  century  ; 
that  it  originated  by  the  authority  of  the  legiflature,  and 
though,  as  in  all  times  of  war,  it  might  at  prefent  operate 
more  feverely  on  fome  individuals  than  on  others,  the  general 
good  refulting  to  the  fervice  and  to  the  public  greatly  over* 
balanced  that  confideration.  He  begged  the  Houfe,  how- 
ever, to  recolledc,  that  innholders  exercifed  their  trade  by  per- 
uiffion,  and  flood  upon  a  very  different  footing  from  moil 
other  perfons  in  bufinefs. 

He  faid  farther,  that  two  years  ago,  he  fhould  not  have 
Wondered  at  any  particular  complaint  upon  the  fubjedr,  be- 
caufe  at  that  period  he  knew  the  hardfhip,  if  it  could  be  called 
fcne,  was  much  greater  than  at  prefent.  With  regard  to 
the  number  of  innholders  who  had  figned  the  petition,  that  he 
fconfidered  as  no  recommendation,  becaufe  undoubtedly,  if 
folicitors  had  been  employed  in  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, to  obtain  names  to  be  fubfcribed  to  a  petition,  the  obje& 
of  which  was  the  attainment  of  a  relief  that  would  affeft 
every  innholder  in<Jifcriminately,  there  would  be  fcarcely  one 
perfon  of  that  description  in  the  kingdom  who  would  not  wil- 
lingly have  put  his  name  to  it. 

In  the  laft  war,  he  flated  that  there  had  been  two  petitions 
from  innholders  fent  up  to  that  Houfe,  but  both  of  them 
went  upon  grounds  very  different  from  thofe  in  the  prefent 
petition ;  each  of  the  foriper  petitions  alledged  fome  fpecific 
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cafe,  and  upon  that  cafe  prayed  relief;  the  prefent  petition  was 
couched  in  general  terms,  and  ftated  no  particular  fadk.  With 
regard  to  the  firft  of  the  two  former,  the  Houfe  thought  it  right 
to  grant fome  relief ;  when  the  fecond  came,  it  was  fo  evi- 
dent, that  the  pradlice  was  extremely  beneficial  to  the  public, 
and  that  nothing  could  be  done,  which  would  relieve  the  inn- 
holder,  without  materially  injuring  the  fervice  of  the  array, 
that  the  Houfe,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  all  farther  applica- 
tion on  that  head,  ordered  the  petition  to  be  brought  up,  and 
when  it  had  been  read,  ordered  that  it  fliould.lie  on  the  table. 
That  the  pradtice  did  not  now  particularly  opprefs  innhol- 
ders,  he  was  warranted  to  affert  for  two  reafons;  the  one  was, 
that  the  excife  revenue  had  been  notorioufly  much  larger  for 
the  laft  year  tnan  any  preceding  year ;  the  other,  that  no 
complaint  of  any  kind  had  reached  him  in  his  official  capa- 
city, excepting  only  one,  and  that-  he  would  ftate  to  the 
Houfe.  The  cafe  he  referred  to,  was  a  complaint  tranf- 
mitted  to  him,  and  came  from  an  innholder  in  a  capital 
town  in  the  county  of  EfTex.  The  complaint  ftated,  that 
the  dragoons  that  were  quartered  upon  the  complainant 
had  wilfully  wafted  the  provender,  and  that  the  foot  foldiers 
quartered  upon  him  had  injured  his  furniture.  The  Houfe  ■ 
would  fee,  that  thefe  two  allegations  went  fpecially  to  the 
two  great  damages  which  a  publican  had  a  right  to  complain 
of,  and  for  which,  if  proved,  the  offenders  ought  to  be  fub- 
jedked  to  exemplary  punifliment.  This  complaint,  as  he  had 
ftated  it,  was  tranfmitted  to  him  in  the  firft  inftance  by  the 
party  complaining  :  as  foon  as  he  had  received  it,  he  fent  it 
down  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  military  ftatibnedin 
the  town,  accompanied  with  an  order  immediately  to  inftitute 
an  inquiry,  and  report  the  refult  of  it  to  the  War-OffioA 
The  Commanding  Officer  in  queftion  did  fo,  and  fent  up  a 
report,  which  he  would  read  to  the  Houfe.  The  report  ftated, 
that  a  board  of  inquiry  was  immediately  called,  and  fpecified 
the  names  and  rank  of  the  members  of  it.  It  alfo  ftated,  that 
the  innkeeper  was  called  upon  to  make  good  his  charge,  that 
in  confequence  he  appeared,  but  behaved  moft  infolentlr, 
terming  it  a  mock  Court,  and  declaring  as  the  fa£ts  alledged 
by  him  were  not  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial,  he  would  ndt 
attempt  to  give  evidence  of  them,  becaufe  he  was  funs  that  he 
fhould  obtain  no  juftice  from  fuch  a  court.  In  a  few  daji 
after  receiving  this  report,  the  Secretary  faid  he  received  a  fe- 
cond letter  from  the  innholder,  repeating  his  complaint,  and 
defiring  juftice.  Without  regarding  the  infolent  behaviour  of 
the  innkeeper,  the  Secretary  faid,  he  fent  a  fecond  order  to  the 
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Commanding  Officer  in  the  town,  to  call  another  boar?!  of 
inquiry,  and  again  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  afcertain  the  fads 
ftated,  and  even  if  the  innholder  continued  his  infolence,  and 
refufed  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  proof  of  the  fadh  alledged, 
to  try  by  himfelf,  and  thofe  under  his  command,  to  get  at  the 
truth,  and  to  report  accordingly.  A  fecond  report  was  in 
confequence  fent  up,  which  Mr.  Secretary  alfo  read  to  the 
Houfe,  whence  it  appeared  that  the  innkeeper  again  expref- 
fed  his  contempt  for  the  court,  and  after  infulting  the  officers 
who  compofed  it,  refufed  to  produce  any  evidence;  upon  which 
they  broke  up,  but,  by  order  of  the  Commanding  Officer,  an 
inveftigation  was  made  into  the  truth  of  the  accufation  in 
both  inftances,  when,  from  an  infpe&ion  of  the  (tables,  and 
Df  the  innholder's  houfe  and  furniture,  it  was  evident  that  the 
accufation  was  altogether  falfe  and  groundlefs.  The  Secre- 
tary reafoned  upon  thefe  fa&s,  and  as  they  made  up  the  only 
cafe  which  he  had  heard  of  in  the  courfeof  the  laft  year,  ar- 
gued that  there  was  not  any  great  probability  of  the  truth  of 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  petition  juft  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  gentleman;  but  at  any  rate,  he  faid,  before  the 
Houfe  proceeded  to  any  fteps,  farther  than  the  mere  fuffering 
it  to  be  brought  on  the  table,  it  was  neceffary  that  feme  caie 
or  other  ihould  be  made  out  and  proved,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  a  foundation  for  any  meafure,  which  the  Houfe 
might  think  it  right  to  adopt  in  alteration  of  the  wife  and  ufe- 
ful  pra&ice  firft  adopted  by  our  anceflors,  and  continued  in 
ufe  for  above  a  century  paft. 

Mr.  JMiffe  faid  he  could  not  help  differing  from  the  right  Mr-JW-i/r. 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken.  He  believed  that 
there  was  great  ground  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  inn- 
holders,  on  account  of  tht  much  higher  price  of  provifions  of 
Tate  years  and  at  prefent,  to  what  provifions  coll  formerly. 
But  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  objeft  to  the 
bringing  up  the  petition,  it  was  needlefs  for  him  to  go  into 
argument  upon  the  merits  of  the  allegations  at  that  time. 

General  Burgoyne  took  the  part  of  the  military  againft  the  General 
innholders,  and  faid,  that  in  many  inftances  the  having  dra-  BurZ°y*e* 
goons  quartered  upon  them  was  a  matter  which  the  innhol- 
ders  much  liked,  becaufc  fo  far  from  being  a  burden,  it  was 
a  bleffing  tothem,  as  they  derived  a  profit  from  the  circum- 
stance. He  was  aware  that  in  fhe  home  counties  near  Lon- 
don, where  ftraw  was  dear,  this  might  not  be  the  cafe,  but  in 
country  towns,  at  a  diftance  from  the  metropolis,  the  cafe  was 
widely  different.  In  many  parts,  the  innholders  fo  far  from 
MBting  pf  waft©  of  provender,  &c.  defired  the  dragoons  to 
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life  as  much  ftraw  as  they  would,  thinking  the  quantity  of 
dung  that  was  made  from  it,  well  repaid  them* 

Xir.Onflo-w.  Mr.  Onflow  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  move  any  qoeftion  on 
the  bufinefs  at  that  time;  he  would  be  fatisfied  with  having 
it  laid  on  the  table.  Some  other  Members. (poke*  and  the  pe- 
tition was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

«ir  George  Sir  George  Saviile  now  rofe  to  make  the  motion,  which  had 
been  intimated  to  the  Houfe,  relative?  to  the  late  bargain  made 
for  the  public,  and  the  diftribution  of  the  loan.  The  honour- 
able Baronet  began  with  dating  the  particular  and  various  dif- 
advantages  under  which  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
to  a  fubjedt  fufficiently  important  in  itfelf  to  merit  their  moft 
ferious  confideration,  however  little  he  was  entitled  to  any 
fhare  of  their  notice.  Among  others,  not  the  leaft  of  his 
difficulties  was,  he  faid,  his  own  perfonal  illnefs,  having  got 
out  of  a  fick  bed  to  come  down,  and  appear  in  that  moft 
odious  of  all  characters,  an  accufer;  and  was  to  bring  hisac- 
cufation  before  judges,  who  were  themfelves  fufpected  of  par- 
ticipating in  the  object  of  his  charge:  but  though  what  be 
fhould  bring  forward  might  look  like  charge,  it  did  not  in 
fact  make  him  an  accufer,  the  odioufnefs  of  which  character 
nothing  could  fandtify,  but  a  confcioufnefs  in  the  perfon  j 
(who  appeared  as  an  accufer)  that  he  was  acting  from  no  im- 
pulfe  of  malice,  no  defire  to  blacken  an  innocent  man,  no 
wifli  to  lay  a  falfe  imputation  at  the  door  of  any  man,  but 
merely  to  fearch  out  the  truth,  and  to  fee  if  the  fafpicions  that 
were  abroad  were  well  or  ill  founded:  in  that  light  then  he 
flood,  and  was  no  accufer,  but  a  perfon  actuated  by  prima facie 
appearances  to  fufpect  there  was  fomething  wrong  in  a  late 
tranfaftion,  and  defirous,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  thofe  againft 
whom  thofe  prima  facie  appearances  conveyed  fufpicion,  as 
for  the  fake  of  the  public,  to  go  deeper  than  the  fur  face,  and 
to  fee  whether  the  fufpicions  had  foundation  or  not.  He  had 
no  intention  to  move  the  Houfe  to  any  pofitive  conclufionon 
the  matter.  He  had  no  confident  charge  to  bring,  which  he 
was  to  prove  by  evidence.  He  merely  intended  to  propofean 
inquiry,  which  might  or  might  not  lead  to  future  accufatkx). 
He  did  not,  therefore,  ftand  in  the  light  of  an  accufer,  a 
character  which  in  fome  inftances  was  juftifiable,  and  in 
fome  praife-worthy;  but  he  merely  called  the  Houfe  to  a 
point  of  duty,  and  prefented  them  with  the  indictment. 
They,  as  the  grand  jury,  were  to  inquire  into  the  facts,  and 
find  that  it  was  either  a  true  bill,  or  not  a  true  bill,  ajainft 
the  parties.  This  was  the  fituation  in  which  he  now  Jtood, 
He  owned  that  even  with  thefe  mitigations  it  .was  a  pamfal 
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one — it  was  a  difficult  and  dangerous  fituation.  Tt  muft  al- 
ways be  painful  and  grievous  to  animadvert  on  the  faults,  or 
the  crimes  of  men ;  and  the  generous  mind  will  feel  the  em- 
barraffments  that  arife  from  honourable  delicacy,  even  while 
they  are  influenced  by  the  refpeft  which  they  owe  to  duty^ 
and  to  the  faithful  dilcharge  of  the  truft  which  their  confti- 
tuents  have  placed  in  their  hands.  He  felt  all  the  pain  and 
danger  of  complaining  in  this  inftance,  but  he  could  not  be 
diverted  from  the  performance  of  an  obligation,  by  any  regard 
to  motives  that  were  merely  perfonal  to  himfelf.  Perhaps,  he 
iaid,  it  might  be  ftated  as  an  objection,  that  it  was  now  too  late 
to  inftitute  an  inquiry  into  this  very  Angular  and  difgraceful 
bufinefs.  He  was  anxious  to  remove  this  objeftion  in  the  out- 
let. He  was  ready  to  confefs,  that  from  motives  of  prudence 
it  was  too  late  to  prevent  or  to  alter  the  bargain,  under  all  its 
improvident  and  corrupt  extravagance,  but  it  was  not  tgo  late 
to  cenfure  the  Minifter  for  making  that  bargain — perhaps  to 
impeach  suid  punifh  him — by  which  at  leaft  this  good  confe- 
rence would  arife,  that  future  Minifters  would  be  taught  not 
to  fport  with  the  public  in  a  matter  of  fo  ferious  a  nature, 
and  not  to  entertain  the  prefumptuous  idea,  that  Parliament 
would  not  affert  the  righ,t  and  authority  which  they  pofleffed, 
to  cheque  and  control  him  in  the  bargains  which,  he  made. 
To  fay  that  becaufe  the  bargain  was  made,  and  the  bufineft 
finally  concluded,  the  Houfe  ought  not,  or  could  not  withre- 
trofpedive  inquiry  and  cenfure  difturb  that  tranfadHon,  would 
be  a  doftrine,  which,  he  trufted,  no  one  wo.uld  venture  to  ad- 
vance. It  would  be  a  do£trine  pregnant  with  the  mpft  un- 
constitutional fpirlt  and  alarming  confequenqes.  The*  confti- 
tution  had  vetted  Minifters  with  very  ample  powers,  but  it  alfo 
vetted  that  Houfe  with  a  full  and  complete  right  to  inquire 
how  thofe  powers  had  been  ufed,  and  confequently  a  retro- 
ipe&  into  the  conduct  of  Minifters  was  the  conftitutional  ap- 
pendage of  Parliament;  if  it  were  once  wrefted  from  it,  it 
Were  better  that  the  government  fhould  aflume  opeqly  theform 
?f  defpotifm,  than  that  it  fhould  be  carried  on  and  maintain- 
ed by  defpotifm,  unfertile  appearance  of  freedom.  The 
power  of  Parliament  could  never  be  exercifed  in  the  purtifti- 
fnent  of.  Minifters  lor  fuch  fpecies  of  delinquency  as  that  he 
bad  in  view,  if  any  limitation  of  time  was  admitted,  or  if  the 
Houfe  was  to  be  precluded  from  deliberating  on  a  loan  after  it 
had  received  its  own  previous  concurrence;  for  the  Minifter, 
in  thU  cafe,  firft  took  away  the  right  of  interference  from 
that  Houfe  in  fettUagfthe  loan,  by  creating  an  emergency, 
by  Which  they  w#fjf  of .  neceffity  governed.  The  vote  ia 
'Vo^ttt  Tt  ««&* 
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confequence   met  their  aflent,  for  one  inconvenience  be'rng 
weighed  againft  another,  it  appeared  better  to  come  into  ex- 
orbitant demands,  than  have  public  coffers  deficient  for  the 
fervices  of  the  year.     But  furely  a  vote  fo  obtained  was  not 
to  fcreen  the  Minifter,  who  had  wilfully  plunged  the  Houfe 
into  fuch  a  dilemma,  or  fcreen  hrs  coudu&  from  a  legal  in- 
veftigation.    Sir  George  contended,  that  this  was  the  ground 
on  which  the  Houfe  ot  Comnlons  hadagreed  to  the  MiniftcPs 
bargain;  it  was  that  of  a  balance  of  inconvenrencies,  in  which 
the  inconveniency  of  (lopping  public  bufinefs,  and  of  doing  a 
thing  that  mould  feem  to  ftrike  at  public  credit,  was  greater, 
as  was  alledged,  than  that  of  confenting,  for  once,  to  an 
agreement  extravagant  and  difadvantageous  in   its   terms. 
That  being  the  footing  on  which  the  Houfe  had  given  their 
fanftion  to  the  new  loan,  it  was  a  matter  ftill  intire,  and  to 
which  they  were  fully  competent  to  examine  the  principles  on 
which  the  bargain  was  made,  that  the  precedent  might  not 
ftrike  deep,  if  it  fliould  appear  to  be  a  bad  one;  but  that  it 
x    might  receiveatimeouscheck  from  thecenfure  of  that  Houfe 
Take  from  Parliament  this  inherent  and  neceflary  right,  and 
you  cut  up  the  constitution  by  the  roots.    It  would  from  that 
moment  be  a  mockery  and  a  farce;  and  the  Minifter  would 
have  all  the  advantages  and  powers  of  defpotifm,  without  any 
of  its  inconveniencies  or  its  dangers.    He  would  ftand  fenced 
round  with  forms  of  limitation,  while  at  the  fame  time  hewas 
actually  unreftrained.  Thefe  formalities  of  freedom  and  pub- 
licity would  take  from  the  minds  of  the  people  thofe  fufpici- 
ons  of  delinquency,  which  in  a  defpotrc  ftate  is  the  weak 
cheque  which  the  fubject  has  upon  the  Sovereign;  and  rhejr 
would  be  more  completely  duped,  cheated,  and  ahufed  witn 
this  fhew  and  mockery  of  Parliament,  than  if  the  laft  para- 
pet of  the  conftitution  were  overthrown,  and  they  were  de- 
pendent on  the  mere  will  of  a  King  or  of  a  Minffter;    Hav- 
ing faid  thus  much,  the  honourable  Baronet  proceeded  to  the 
matter  immediately  before  the  Houfe.    In  inftituting  an  in- 
quiry into  the  manngement  and  diftribution  of  the  loan,  he 
was  aware,  that  whatever  he  fhould  happen  to  ailert,  would 
be  inftantly  declared  to  be  of  no  confequence,  unlefs  he  fhoulJ 
alfo  bring  the  proof.    He  would  be  careful  to  avoid  any  other 
arguments,  therefore,  than  fuch  as  were  made  evident  andeon- 
clufive,  either  from  the  acknowledgement  of  the  noble  Lord 
in  the  blue  ribband  himfelf,  or  from  the  actual  and  notorious 
circumftances  of  the  loan  itfelf.  The  terms  of  that  loan  were 
fo  unaccountably  extravagant,  that  without '  defending  to 
auy  other  inaUei,t\\e^  tuiui^^^^x^^x^^fe  for  drawing 
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the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  exciting  them  to  a  very  mi- 
nute and  careful  examination.  If  not  lets  than  between  eight 
and  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  were  loft  to  the  public  in 
the  firft  year  by  the  extravagance  of  that  loan,  it  was  a  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  for  inquiry,  and  a  iufficient  reafon  for  cenfure.  It 
was  a  circumftance  of  notoriety,  that  the  fcrip  had  borne  be- 
twixt 8  and  1 1  per  cent,  in  the  market.  Was  not  this  fa&  of 
itfblf  fufiicient  to  call  ihe  attention  of  the  Houfe?  The  noble 
Lord,  in  dating  the  terms  of  the  bargain,  had  allowed  them  to 
be  7  per  cent,  but  in  this  he  had  forgot,  or  chofen  to  fupprefs 
the  circumftance  of  the  intereft  to  be  paid  the  fubfcribers  in 
advance,  which  brought  the  douceur  to  a  confiderabh  fum 
more  than  that  mentioned  by  the  noble*  Lord.  This  was 
evident*  The  garblings  which  had  been  ufed  in  the  diftribu- 
tion,  and  the  injuftice  with  which  it  had  been  divided,  was 
alfo  a  fact  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Houfe :  for  from  the  face 
of  the  lift  which  lay  upon  the  table,  it  appeared  that  great  and 
immenie  fums  were  in  the  names  of  perfons  who  could  have 
no  title  to  them  from  refponfibility,  or  from  having  fubfcrib- 
ed  to  former  loans;  it  was  feen  that  the  clerks  of  the  bankers 
had  fums  which  could  only  be  held  from  other  people,  and  that 
they  were  in  fafl  held  in  this  manner  for  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment,  who  are  afharaed  themfclves  of  avowing  what  they  had 
the  meannefs  to  a<5h  On  the  other  fide  it  was  feen,  that  the' 
inoft  opulent  and  refpectable  names  in  the  city,  the  men  who 
had  conftantly  fubferibed,  and  fometimes  fuffered  by  former 
loans,  had  been  altogether  rejected,  or  had  been  treated  with 
fuch  injuftice,  that  the  moft  criminal  partiality  was  difco- 
verable  oji  the  face  of  it.  This  then  afforded  new  grounds 
for  inquiry,  and  efpecially  as  it  was  but  too  plain  that  all  the 
injuftice,  and  all  the  partiality,  and  all  the  extravagance  had 
been  committed  for  the  purpofe  of  corrupting  Parliament, 
and  adding  to  the  influence  of  the  Minifter.  This  was  at 
leaft  the  fufpicion  which  had  gone  abroad.  The  conftituents 
of  that  Houfe  entertained  fentiments  of  diftruft,  and  believed 
that  they  had  participated  in  ths  benefits  of  that  loan,  to  the 
injury  of  their  conftituents,  whofe  property  they  were  ap- 
pointed to  guard  and  protect.  It  became  the  Houfe,  by  a 
full  and  free  inquiry  into  this  bufinefs,  to  refcue  their  charac- 
ter from  fo  ignominious  an  imputation  as  that  of  profiting 
by  a  bargain,  fan&ified  by  thpir  concurrence,  which  de- 
frauded and  impoverifhed  their  conftiju$nts.  For  this  im- 
portant reafon,  and  alfo  with  the  view  of  checking  this  fpe- 
cies  of  corruption  in  future,  if  it  had  been  practifed,  which 
he  folemnly  declared  he  thought  it  had,  as  well  as  of  teaching 
'  Tu  both 
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both  Miniftcrs  and  money-lenders  that  Parliament  had  the 
power  of  punifhment,  of  corre&ion,  of  alteration,  and  of 
total  diflent  in  their  hands — It  was  that  hebronght  on  this 
matter;  and  with  this  view  he  moved,  "  That  a  fele&  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  fciquire'into  the  circumftances  of  the 
laft  loan,  to  make  an  eftimate  of  its  terms,  and  report  the 
fame  to  the  Houfe." 
lr.  Byng.  Mr.  Byng  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion.  If  the  honourable 
Baronet,  fays  he,  feels  his  fituation  to  be  a  trying  one,  gooij 
God!  Sir,  what  muft  mine  be?  To  him  is  committed  a 
general  explanation  of  the  terms  of  the  loan,  and  its  gene- 
ral profligacy,  while  to  me  is  referved  the  irkfome  detail  of 
invidious  perfonality.  But,  Sir,  whenever  my  public  duty 
calls  me  forth,  away  with  all  private  confideratiphs,  for 
though  I  fee  and  feel  the  difad van tageous*  fituation  hi  which 
1  have  placed  myfelf,  I  am  fully  prepared  to'meet  it."  * 

Confidering  the  loan  as  an  evil  to  be'endursd  for' public  be- 
nefit, and  not  for  the  private  advantage  *of  any  fet  of  men 
whatever,  I  cannot  but  approve  of  the  early  irivitation  6T 
the  noble  Lord  to  the  monied  ihtereft  to  fend  in  their  dffers"; 
they  obeyed  the  fummons^  their  offers  Wer~e  unconditional 
>and  as  early  as  the  end  of  November- and  beginning*  of  De- 
cember. I  cannot  but  repeat  my  approbation,  as  the  notice 
was  general,  and  being  early  and  general  the  public  might 
have  derived  advantages  from  the  gradual  preparation'  they 
were  enabled  to  make  ;  they  were  not  obliged  by  hafly  falft 
to  lower  the  old  flocks  to. fuch  a  ftate,  that  the  bargain  roujt 
become  fatally  disadvantageous  to  public  credit.  It'alfe 
gave  full  t'rme  to  the  noble  Lord  to  inquire  into  the  refponfi- 
bility  of  the  offers.1  So  far  fo  well.  -But  mark  the  fequel; 
•you  will  find  that  though  many  were  invited,  few  werecho* 
fen.  Refporifibility  was  foon  loft  fight  of,  and  the  juft  claim 
of  thbfe  who  under  the  general  invitation  had  lodged  theiT 
jmoney,  was  given  up  to  the  moreprefling  neceflities.of  men*- 
bers  of  Parliament.  Surely,.  Sir,  candour,  riay  juft  ice  de- 
manded an  -early  apprifal  of  the  intended  flight;  If  under  pub- 
lic faith  they;  had  a  prior  claim,  public  juftice  called  on  the 
noble  Lord  to  have  fupported  it.  But,  Sir,  their  offers  met 
not  even  with  a  decent  rejection;  they  were  kept  in  fufpenfe 
till  the  inordinate  profit  often  per  cent,  announced  it  to  be 
a  premium  calculated  only  for  thofe  who  felt  the  kind  fupport 
of  Mr»  Atkinfon  (for  to  him  was  committed  tbediftribu- 
tion  of  this  extravagant  profufion  of  public  money)  fare 
when  the  fecretary  of  thetreafury  ftretched  forth  a  healing 
.   . .  •    ,  .       .:...•:  :   hand 
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land  to  the  needy  member*    And  here  I  cannot  refrain  from  . 
narking  the  repetition  of  injuries  fuftained,  firft,  by  the  lbfft  . 
n  drawing  their  money  from  the  old  funds,  and  again  by  be- 
ng  driven  to  the  neceflity  of  purchafing  in  the  new  with  a  . 
ofs  of  ten  per  cent.    A\\  former  fupport  was  forgotten;  the 
ofs  felt  in  1778  had  dcaped  the  memory  of  the  noble  Lord; 
nd  if  it  had  not,  what  would  it  have  availed?  Thetobje6fc 
►fa  loan  of  twelve  millions  was  either  too  great  or  too  little 
o  attradfc  his  notice ;  it  was  already  delivered  over  to  other 
lauds.     Nor  did  the  injuftice  reft  here,  for  though  their  of- 
fers were  unconditional,  they  found  thofeonly  favoured  who* 
lad  extorted  from  and  pinned  the  Minifter  down  to  the  mod 
injuft  and  extravagant  terms. 

Having  pledged  myfelf,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  ftate  to  the 
loufe  fuch  matters  as  I  have  collected,  and  which,  if  the  • 
lotion  is  complied  with,  I  engage  to  prove  to  be  matter  of 
ifik;  at  the  fame  time  lamenting,  that  I  cannot  in  the  pre- 
5iit  moment  difcover  all  that  I  know ;  the  confl i£t  in  my 
reaft,  between  my  duty  to  the  public  and  my  private  honour 
fftreffes  me  greatly ;  my  duty  tells  me  I  ought  to  conceal  no- 
ling;*  but  when  I'confider  that  many  material  points  hav*. 
^h  told  me  in  confidence,  and  that  in  regard  to  other  in  for* 
iation  I  might  endanger  the  lofs  of  bread  to  individuals,  I 
rid  my  duty  in  this  inftance  for  once  giving  way  to  my  pri- 
ate  feelings. 

Having  endeavoured  to  arrange  this  bufinefs  under  different 
eads,  •  I  ftiall  firft  read  to  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  offers  from  gen- 
ctnen  to  thfe  amount  of  1,426,0001.  gentlemen  well  known, 
n  'Change,  known  to  have  prepared  their  money  to  make 
ood  thefe  offers,  who  almoft  to  a  man  were  thought  fufficient 
ndVefpbniible  men  for  the  lofing  loan  of  1778,  and  who  pro- 
ved their  fufEciency  and  refponfibility  by  making  good  their 
taymerits  in  that  loan.  To  comment  on  each  name  would  tire 
he  H&ufe;  the  day  would  be  inefficient  for  the  recital ;  I  (hal}. 
ihly  'therefore  tbuch  upon  a  few  occafionally,  and  then  pro- 
ved to  other  matter  (Here  Mr.  Byng  read  the  lift  of  names, 
;helr  tenders,  and  the  quantum  of  each)  when  he  came  to 
She  names  of  Stratton  and  Rod  bard,  he  obferved  that  the 
:afe  of  this  houfe  was  particularly  hard.  In  the  year  177& 
they  made  a  tender  of  07,0001.  they  were  kept  in  fufpence 
till  two  or  three  days  alter  the  budget  was  opened;  it  was  de-> 
clared  a  lofing  loan,  and  the  whole  was  fixed  upon  them;  but 
fuch  was  their  refponfibility,  that  they  not  only  made  gooi 
they  payments,  but  advanced  at  the  firft  payment  6o,oool.  but 
:..  ,    .      iiV-.  the 
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agent  f?r  a  r*  '*i:?i  c:  D.tr"?  property  in  the  funds;  his  firit 
payrr.:*- .:  vt-.-s  :?dre."  rfi^v  :■:  :•-•:  Sin!-:,  am:  though  a  ufual 
fubfer  "^er,  cS:.?:ne.'  :*?:■-:•  c.  A*  ririt  I  apprehended,  that  hav- 
ing Dutcii  cmriej:.  t*  :r;^'it  Se  the  ^rncipal  reafon  of  his 
expert:: z:r.r  a  re:".:  V,  s-.c  r'-ir  ::^e  ?urg2in  was  too  advanta- 
geous t  i  r.:;;  :vt  of  : -:y  ;>rr  c^  connection  to  partake  of  it; 
the  por^v  of  r.dT!::t.":,»^  - "'?-  '^.er«  ro  our  loan?,  the  advanta- 
ges or  the  d'fj'-ivarjriig**"  oz  borrowing  their  money  on  thefe 
■ms  is  a  quenion  I  wilJ  not  enter  into;  it  is  not  to  the 
it  point;  but  I  foon  Ion  tight  of  that   lurraife,  for  I 

found 
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found  the  greateft  fum  allotted  to  any  one  houfe  was  to 
one  ufually  called  a  Dutch  houfe;  fo  that  all  reafoning  on 
that  head  is  at  an  end.  But  having  mentioned  that  houfe,  I 
cannot  forbear  (though  out  of  its  place)  to  prefent  to  you  a 
curious  piece  of  management  arifing  out  of  the  portion  al- 
lotted to  this  houfe.  I  mean.  Sir,  the  houfe  of  Gurnel, 
Hoare,  and  Harman,  one  of  the  moil  capital  and  refpedable 
houfes  in  the  city,  a  houfe  remarkable  for  plain  and  finceie 
dealings;  the  fequel  will  mark  to  you  their  line  of  condufL 
Sir,  a  gentleman  waited  on  them  to  requeft  permiflion  for 
him  to  be  included  in  their  lid,  with  a  defire  that  his  name 
might  not  appear;  he  added  that  he  had  authority  to  aflure 
them  that  the  6o,oool.  (which  was  the  quantum  he  wanted) 
fliould  not  be  taken  from  their  fliare,  but  it  fliould  be  in  addi- 
tion to  what  they  wrote  for,  Mr.  Harman  gave  a  plump  re- 
fufal,  explained  to  him  the  natuae  of  their  dealings,  which 
were  open;  that  their  lilt  was  vifibb  to  all  included  in  it,  in- 
vifible  to  the  minifter,  that  there  might  be  no  diftindlion 
fliewn  to  any  particular  proprietor;  that  all  bore  and  were 
.to  (hare  their  equal  proportions;  that  they  would  have  juft 
ground  of  complaint,  if  they  faw  this  requifition  granted 
entire  to  him,  and  the  reft  ot  the  fubfcribers  confined  to  their 
limited  {hares.  That  it  was  at  the  will  of  the  minifter  to 
give  or  not  to  give  them  any,  but  that  whatever  the  confe* 
quences  might  be,  they  would  not  recede  from  their  rules. 
*1  he  tender  of  this  houfe  was  for  two  millions;  they  were 
made  frequently  to  believe  they  were  to  have  a  half,  and 
fometimes  amufed  with  a  hint  of  more,  but  at  laft  found 
themfelves  cut  down  to  560,000!.  But,  Sir,  what  muft  their 
iurprife  be,  when  they  found  that  500,000!.  only  was  for 
themfelves,  and  notwithftanding  their  abfolute  refufal,6o,OooI. 
allotted  to  the  gentleman.  Sir,  they  immediately  went  to 
Hammerfmith^the  place  of  the  gentleman's  refidence,  com- 
plained to  him  of  their  treatment,  infifted  on  his  going  im- 
mediately with  them  to  the  minifter,  fully  determined  to 
give  up  all  rather  than  lofe  any  part  of  the  credit  they  had  al- 
ways preferved  by  their  plain  dealing.  They  went  to  the 
treafury,  where,  after  waiting  feveral  hours,  they  at  laft  ob- 
tained an  interview  with  the  noble  Lord,  or  his  fecretary,  to 
whom  they  opened  their  refolution;  from  him  they  received 
the  fulleft  affurances  that  the  60,0001.  fliould  be  feparated, 
and  an  order  fent  to  the  Bank  accordingly.  I  know  not  whe- 
ther it  went,  but  I  find  the  order  of  this  houfe  difobeyed, 
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When  I  moved  for  a  lift  of  fubfcribers,  I  meant  real  fubfcri- 
bers, and  thofe  I  will  bring  to  light,  if  the  Hoirfe  will  comply 
with  the  prefent  motion;  but,  Sir,  perhaps  the  Houfe  will 
defire  to  know  who  this  favoured  gentleman  is ;  they  have  a 
right  to  it,  and  I  will  no  longer  conceal  him.  It  is  Mr.  Paul 
Wentworth.  Oh !  Sir,  I  believe  there  is  in  this  inflance  con- 
cealment within  concealment;  for  whom  this  60,000!  was  fo 
concealed  will  be  a  part  of  my  duty  in  fome  future  ftage  tq 
expofe. 

He  then  remarked  of  the  240,0001.  for  Meflrs.  Crofts  and 
Co.  that  he  verily  believed  40,0001.  only  was  for  the  Houie, 
the  remainder  for  concealed  members  of  both  Houfes. 

I  underftand,  Sir,  that  a  member  of  this  Houfe  waited  on 
the  confidential  fecretary  of  the  treafury,  demanding  fuch  a 
quantum  of  the  loan  for  himfelf  and  friends  (thofe  friends 
his  fuperiors  in  rank  and  fortune)  and  that  their  names 
fhould  not  appear;  the  fecretary  for  fome  time  refilled,  (I 
wifh,  Sir,  he  had  been  matter  of  the  inflexible  virtue  of 
Mr.  Harman,  whom  no  arguments  could  feduce)  but  he  was 
made  of  other  materials,  and  gave  way  to  the  terrors  of  this 
menacing  member,  who  I  can  aflure  this  Houfe  was  in  the 
.  alley  on  the  Monday,  felling  of  omnium,  though  none  ap- 
pears in  his  or  his  friends'  names. 

Mr.  By  rig  then  read  a  lift  of  capital  perfons  who  fent  in  of* 
fers  to  the  amount  of  3,487,0001.  and  who  had  not  a  tenth, 
feveral  of-them  great  lofers  in  the  year  1778.  [He  then  read 
a  lift  of  upwards  of  two  millions,  who  received  all  or  nearly 
all  they  afked,  among  whom  were  Meflrs.  Mure  and  At- 
kinfon  200,oool.  obferving  that  he  could  fcarce  think  this 
was  all  they  had,  as  he  found  the  names  of  Meflrs.  Smith 
and  Sill,  attornies  to  Mr.  Atkinfon,  were  fet  down  for 
67,0001.  and  which  he  knew  was  not  for  themfelves.]  At 
the  noble  Lord,  fays  he,  has  delivered  over  his  power  to  thofe 
in  authority  under  him,  I  find  a  fuperior  influence  throughout 
in  every  fubordinate  fituation.  When  I  look  for  the  mailer  I 
find  the  clerk ;  when  I  look  for  refponfibility  I  find  a  name, 
and  fearching  after  that  name,  the  odds  are  that  no  induftry 
can  trace  him ;  but  fuch  as  my  labours  have  been  able  to  pro* 
duce,  I  fhall  give  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Drummond*s  houfe  is  fe 
down  for  84,0001.  the  credit,  character,  and  refponfibility  ia 
which  that  houfe  ftands,  I  own,  made  me  confider  that  fan 
beneath  my  expectations;  more  particularly  when  I  £n4 
500,0001.  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Dent,  on  which  <jOO,0O0l  I 
will  not  comment  a  moment.    When  houfes  of  great  credit 

obtain 
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tin  a  lumping  fura,  we  well  know  that  it  is  forthemfeves, 
thofe  who  -lodge  their  money  with  them ;  and  I  under- 
d  the  reafon  ot  the  feeming  difproportion  between  Mr. 
Id's  houfe  and  Mr.  Drummond's  was,  that  Mr.  Drum- 
id  gave  in  another  lift  of  friends,  which  I  muft  call  his 
nd  lift. 

make  no  comments  on  either;  when  a  lift  comes  in  the 
ie  of  any  banking  houfe,  they  become  a  fecurity  for  the 
Rent,  the  public  are  no  lofers,  but  fo  far  I  cannot  help 
xving  the  evil  tendency  of  a  diftinftion  between  the  dif- 
it  banking  houfes.  Mr.  Child's  houfe  received  near  two 
ds  (if  I  am  rightly  informed)  of  the  tender  they  made 
;oternment;  Mr.  Drummond's  about  five  eighths,  whilft 
e  who  lodged  their  money  in  other  houfes,  partake  fome 
:ith,  and  others  a  fixtpenth ;  this  is  giving  a  wound  to  the 
it  of  thofe  houfes,  for  here  government  tell  to  the  public 
fuperior  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  lodging  their  mo- 
with  their  favourites.  They  turn  the  misfortunes  of 
country  to  their  private  advantage ;  it  is  a  direction  poft 
ie  houfe.  But,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  third  lift,  that  of 
Frs.  Drummond's  clerks,  might  I  requeft  of  my  honoura- 
"riend  to  fet  me  right,  if  I  fliould  offer  any  names  that 
really  not  truly  what  I  ftate  them  to  be.  He  then  read 
names  of  clerks,  in  whofe  names  fubfcriptions  flood  to  the 
unt  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thoufand  pounds, 
1  forty-one  thoufand  pounds  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds, 
:pt  Michael  Fovaux,  who  flood  for  fix  thoufand  only, 
who  holds  for  Alex.  Moriat.  Mr.  Byng  obferved,  that 
re  the  furhs  were  large*  there  was  concealment;  but  when 
Turn  was  for  fix  thoufand  pounds  only,  a  real  owner  was 
litted  to  be  acknowledged.  He  obferved,  that  the  fame 
oifinereafe  to  clerks  waspurfuedin  other  cafes. 
find,  Sir,  ten  thoufand  pounds  fet  down  againft  Mr.  Mad- 
i*s  name.  Mr.  Maddifon  is  broker  to  Meflrs.  Drum- 
ds ;  from  what  I  can  learn,  he  is  perfectly  equal  to  fuch 
i>fcription,  but  to  each  of  his  clerks  is  allotted  twenty- 
thoufand  pounds;  to  the  clerk  of  Meflrs.  Cox  and  Mair 
ity-five  thoufand  pounds :  thefe  are  a  few  of  the  con- 
sents that  I  have  thought  proper  to  produce:  you  will 
ble  to  dete&  more,  and  expofe  to  the  public  the  caufes, 
'  one  million  has  been  delivered  over  to  men,  who,  con- 
as  of  the  grounds  on  which  they  have  obtained  it,  are  un- 
the  obligation  of  being  fecreted;  their  names  will  not  bear 
light. 
r0L.  II.  U  u  But 
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But  I  beg  to  be  underftood,  not  to  arraign  the  fubfcril 
in  general.  Capital  houfe,  refponfible  and  refpe&able, 
the  terms  that  mark  many  houfes  in  my  lift  of  obfervatu 
nor  do  I  totally  condemn  all  fubfcriptions  ftanding  in 
names  of  Members  of  Parliament;  bankers  and  monied 
may  aid  a  loan;  but  if  I  had  applied  for,  and  obtained 
part  of  the  loan ;  it  would  have  been  depreciated,  as  I  r 
have  fent  the  whole  to  market.  How  many  do  I  fee  in 
fame  fituatidn.  with  myfelf?  It  carries  a  double  evil, 
glutting  the  market,  and  making  us  inflruments  to  favo 
bad  bargain ;  and  that  it  has  been  a  bad  bargain,  let  the 
mium,  not  of  a  day,  but  the  premium,  that  no  manager 
could  reduce,  fliew.  He  then  read  the  dailv  price  of 
omnium. 

Thurfday,  March  8,       831183  4ths  a  9  3-4ths. 
Friday,  March       9,       8   i-half  a  9  3»4ths  a  8 
Saturday,  March  10,       8   i-half  a  9  i-half  a  8  3-4UM 
.  Monday,  March  12,       9  i-4th  a  i-half 
Tuefday,  March  13,       9   i-half  a  10  i«4th 
Wednefd.    Mar.  14,     10  i-half  a  3»4ths  a  10 
Thurfday,  Mar.  15,     1039  3~4ths  a  10 
Friday,   March    16,       9  3*4ths  a  i-half 
Saturdry,  March  17,       9.  1-4 th 
Monday,  March  19,       938  i-4th  a  3"4ths 
Tuefday,  March  20,       8   i-4th 
Wednefd.  March  21,       8  i~4th  a  8 
Thurfday,  Mar.  22,       8  a  7  1 -half  a  3-4ths 
Friday,    March    23,       7   i-half  a  6  i-half  a  7  1-4A 
Saturday,  March  24,       7   1-4  a  1 -half  a  3"4ths 
Monday,  March  26,       7   i-half  a  8  i-half 
It  even  rofe  under  the  preffure  of  every    art;   and 
friends  of  the  Minifter  ufed  every  effort  to  lower  the  cr 
of  the  nation,  in  order  to  raife  his.  On  the  Monday  I  aln 
thought  they  would  have  effedted  it;  Mr.  Atkinfon's  brc 
gave  the  turn  by  felling  an  hundred  thoufand;  and  theco 
dential  friends  fold  likewife,  the  confidential  friends  with 
names,  thofe  who  held  under  coucealment.     On  the  Tucf 
Mr.  Ankinfon's  broker  fold  another  hundred  thoufand, 
the  fame  game  was  continued;  but  on  the  Thurfday,  find 
every  trial  infufiicient,  they  were  even  reduced  to  the  need 
ofintreatics,  and  they  called  on  fubferibers  to  fell,  in  01 
that  the  premium  might  be  lowered  before  this  day. 
the  noble  Lord  had  ferved  them,  fo  ought  they  in  their  t 
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to  ferve  him.  This  was  the  language  of  the  minifterial  run- 
fiers.  But,  Sir>  fuch  was  the  extravagancy  of  the  terms, 
that  the  fale  of  between  fix  and  (even  millions  could  not  bring 
ft  down  to  the  wiflied-for  level. 

Thus  has  the  purfe  of  this  country  been  delivered  over  to 
ja*fewr  who  have  not  had  even  the  decency  to  preferve  ap- 
pearances No  rule  to  guide,  but'  the  will  of  individuals. 
JMo  time  was  judge4  neceflary,  hourly  alterations  made, 
Captain  Laird  obtained  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  the  loan, 
who  only  arrived  a  few  days  before  the  noble  Lord  opened 
his  budget;  but  Captain  Laird  is  the  friend  of  Mr.  Atkin- 
fon:  nor  will  you  wonder  at  alterations  made  a  few  days  be- 
fore, when  I  am  able  to  inform  you,  ?hat  alterations  were 
made  after  the  budget  was  opened.  After  the  premium  of 
nine  per  cent,  was  given,  the  lift  was  retained  in  their  hands 
for  three  days,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  thefe  fcandalous, 
I  had  almoft  faid  felonious  alterations.  Sir,  I  have  now  done, 
having  delivered  to  the  Houfe  much  of  the  intelligence  I 
have  obtained;  and  1  muft  here  obferve,  that  if  I  am  not  able 
to  prove  what  I  have  advanced,  I  fliall  hold  myfelf  culpable 

'  to  the  Houfe,  to  tjie  public,  and  ftill  more  fo  to  myfelf.     I  do 
therefore  call  on  the  noble  Lord,  if  he  wifhes  to  retain  the 
character  of  an  honeft  man,  that  he  will  not  blink  this  mat- 
ter.: let  us  go  into  the  inquiry,  and  if  I  prove  not  my  afler- 
tions,  I  am  a  calumniator ;  if  I  do,  then  let  the  noble  Lord 
make  Tome  atonement  to  the  public,  at  lead  by  a  confeffion 
that  he  has  been  deceived,  and  that  he  will  guard  himfelf  in 
future  againft  fuch  deceivers.     What  I  afk  is  for  the  public, 
Hot  as  matter  of  favour  but  of  right.     Let  not  this  Houfe, 
Jet  not  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  beeoine  parties  to, 
3nd  give  fandtion  to  concealment,  by  a  vote  for  concealing  the 
4arittranfaftions  of  an  exorbitant  and  corrupt  loan. 
■   Earl  Nugent  oppofed  the  motion,  and  declared  it  to  be,  in  Ettitfugent 
his  opinion,  highly  improper,  dangerous,  and  unneceflfary. 
All  that  had  fallea  from  tjve  two  honourable  gentlemen  was 

%*>f  little  or  no  importance;  could  they  prove,  or  had  they 
£tte9*pted  even  to  infinuate,  that  the  perfons,  among  whom 
the  noble  Lord  had  distributed  his  loan,  were  not  refponfible, 
or  that  they  had  not  made  the  depofit  ?  Unlefs  they  could 

.  prove  that,  they  could  prove  nothing.  It  was  not  by  the  dif- 
tribution  of  a  loan,  but  by  the  terms  of  it,  and  the  refponfi- 
jWlity  of  the  fubferibers,  that  the  public  could  be  affected. 
The  noble  Lord  had  taken  care  of  the  two  latter  objedts,  and 
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in  the  former  he  had  undoubted  difcretion.  It  was  no  matter 
of  public  concern,  who  were  the  perfons  who  had  fubfcribed 
to  the  loan,  provided  the  fubfcriptions  were  all  paid  in  regu- 
larly at  the  ftated  times  of  payment.  The  noble  Lord  in- 
iifted  much  on  the  regard  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  have  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  public.  In  all  inquiries  of  this  fort,  they 
ought  ever  to  be  guided  in  the  exercife  of  their  power  by  their 
difcretion.  There  were  times  in  which  it  would  not  be  fafc 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  perfecute  the  Minifter  for  the 
bargains  which  he  made,  as  there  might  be  more  loft  by  the 
calling  the  tranfaclion  to  account,  than  there  was  by  theoc- 
cafional,  and  perhaps  the  unavoidable  extravagance  of  the 
bargain.  This  had  always  been  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe, 
and  he  trufted,  that  it  ever  would  be  fo.  But  gerltlemen  faid, 
that  partiality  was  vifible  in  the  diftribution  of  the  loan— 
was  that  a  novelty  ?  It  ever  was,  and  ever  would  be  the  cafe, 
that  minifters  would  do  more  for  their  friends  than  their 
enemies — minifters  had  done  it  in  former  adminiftrations; 
they  had  done  jt  now;  and  minifters  would  continue  fo  to  do 
to  the  end  of  time.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  had  faid  the  other  day,  that  he  had  a  lift  of  refponfible 
perfons  different  from  the  real  fubfcribers  at  prefent,  who 
would  have  taken  the  whole  loan  upon  better  terms  for  the 
public  than  thofe  which  had  been  granted.  If  that  were  to, 
he  ftiould  have  thought  that  lift  would  have  found  its  way  to 
the  noble  Lord  for  a  ihare  of  the  prefent  loan.  He  had  once 
had  the  honour  himfelf  to  propofe  a  loan  in  that  Houfe,  for. 
the  Duke  of  Devonfliire,  and  he  remembered  that  Sir  John 
Barnard  difapproved  of  the  terms  of  it,  and  thought  them 
not  fufficiently  advantageous  for  the  public.  Mr.  Seckford, 
at  the  fame  time  faid,  he  could  produce  a  lift  of  refponfible 
men,  who  would  take  a  loan  for  the  fum  then  wanted,  on  bet- 
ter terms  for  the  public,  but  even  Sir  John  Barnard  had  dif- 
approved of  the  propofal,  declaring  that  after  a  minifter  had 
made  a  bargain,  though  Parliament  had  undoubtedly  a  right 
of  control,  it  would  be  an  unadvifeable  meafure  to  alter  the 
terms;  and  upon  what  had  Sir  John  Barnard  founded  his 
idea?  upon  a  conviction,  which  he  ftated  to  the  Houfe 
at  the  time,  that  it  would  hurt  public  credit.  It  would  be  a 
rub  in  the  way  of  future  loans,  and  would  throw  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  minifter  in  fubfequent  years,  which  might 
be  dangerous,  if  not  fatal  to  the  ftate.  This  was  the  reafon 
of  prudence  which  had  always  governed  the  Houfe  of  Cap? 

jpons 
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monsin  regard  to  loans.  Undoubtedly  they  had  the  power  of 
control,  but  in  better  times  than  thefe  they  exercifed  it  with 
difcretion. '  Gentlemen  now  feemed  offended  tjiat  Members 
of  Parliament  fhould  fubfcribe  to  the  loan :  the!  language  of 
oppofition  in  forrrier.  days  was  very  different;  for  then  the 
complaint  was,  that  the  members  in  oppofition  did  not  get  as 
great  a  {hare  of  the  loan,  as  thofe  in  the  adminiftration  ;  but 
no  one  attempted  then  to  fay  that  Members  of  Parliament 
ought  not  to  fubfcribe  at  all.  He  recollected  very  well,,  that 
on  the  occafion  which  he  had  mentioned,  when  he  propofed  a 
loan,  the  only  complaint  was,  that  gentlemen  in  oppofition 
had  fcrip  given  to  them  with  a  very  fparing  hand,  while  it 
was  dealt  out  plentifully  to  thofe  who  fupported  adminiftra- 
tion. It  was  quite  a  new  doSrine,  that  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment ought  not  to  fubfcribe  to  the  public  loans;  or  that  it  was 
inconfiftent  with  the  duty  which  they  owed  to  their  confti- 
tuentt.  The  noble  Lord  did  not  think  that  there  was  any  in-* 
juftice  done  to  thofe  who  had  loft  in  1778,  or  in  other  unpro- 
fitable years,  that  they  had  none  now.  He  did  not  think  that 
*M*y  regular  mode  of  divifion  could  be  adopted  without  great 
danger  and  great  alarm  to  public  credit.  To  eftablifti  any 
1  fixed  rules,  whereby  the  distribution  of  the  loan  might  be 
-determined,  and  particularly  to  pafs  it  into  a  law,  that  thofe 
who  have  been  lofers  in  one  loan  fhould  have  large  {hares  in 
another,  would  lead  to  the  do£trine  of  making  the  loans  a 
monopoly.  Upon  the  whole  then,  the  noble  Lord  entirely 
difapproved  of  the  motion.  It  could  lead  to  no  good,  and  it 
might  do  much  injury.  The  things  of  which  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  had  complained,  were  not  the  errors  and  the 
faults  of  loans  that  required  correction.  The  chief  fault  was 
in  frequently  giving  fums  to  perfons  who  were  unable  to 
make  good  their  payments.  This,  he  confeffed,  deferved 
attention. 

Mr.  Adam  fupported  the  fentiments  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  Mr.Jdam 
oppofed  the  motion,  as  exceedingly  ill-timed  and  improper. 
He  difclaimed,  and  recommended  it  to  every  individual  on 
that  fide  of  the  Houfe,  properly  to  refent  thofe  falfe  afper- 
fions  thrown  on  their  characters  by  gentlernen  in  oppofition, 
who  fcrupled  not  to  fay  they  were  corrupted  by  the  profits  of 
a  fubfcription,  and  that  the  Minifter  had  fquandered  the  pub- 
lic treafupe  to  overturn  the  independency  of  Parliament, 
auch  calumny  had  been  adopted  without  doors;  it  had  ot 
late  got  within  thofe  walls;  nay,  it  had  even  found  its  way 
ejfewbere,  and  made  its  appearance  in  a  late  proteft,  which, 

ba4 
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had  been  entered  on  the  Journals  of  another  Houfe,  which, 
to  fay  the  lead  of  it,  he  could  not  but  regard  as  a  very  extra- 
ordinary production  indeed.    Was  it  fair,  was  it  candid,  to 
impute  to  thofe,  who  took  the  fide  of  government,  a  worfe 
impulfe  than  gentlemen   who  oppofed   government  would 
fubmit  to  have  imputed  to  themfelves?  There  was  fcarcely 
one  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  who  had  not, 
at  one  time  of  his  life  or  other,  been  connected  with  an  ad- 
miniftration.    When  they  had  been  fo  fituated,  did  they  con- 
fider  themfelves   as  acting  dishonourably    in   participating 
in  the  honours,  rewards,  and  emoluments  of  government? 
Surely  he  was  ufing  a  conftitutional  language,  when  he  faid, 
that  there  was  no  difgrace  in  receiving  fuch  rewards,  no  dif- 
honour  in  fupporting  meafures  after  thofe  rewards  were  re- 
ceived, as  long  as  thofe  meafures  appeared  to  be  calculated  to 
ferve  the  .country.     He  trufted,  he  faid,  that  there  would  al- 
ways be  found  enough  of  fortitude,  in  thofe  who  fupported 
government,  to  refill  fuch  attacks;  the  imputations  that  were 
thrown  upon  them,  of  acting  under  the  corruption  of  in- 
fluence, ought  to  be  cleared  away,  and  he  trufted  they  would 
have  fpirit  enough  to  maintain,  that  the  fair  and  honourable 
emoluments  of  government  were  no  improper  feducers  of  the 
human  mind.    The  name  of  William  Adam,  which  flood  in 
that  lift,  was  not  his.     He  had  no  part  nor  fhare  in  the  loan, 
either  in  his  own,  or  in  any  other  perfon's  name.     But,  he 
faid,  if  he  had  been  a  fubfcriber,  he  (hould  not  have  confi- 
dered  it  as  an  imputation  or  difgrace.     He  faid  farther,  that 
before  geutlemen  talked  fo  loudly  of  Members  of  Parliament 
having  been  bribed  by  the  profitable  terms  of  the  loan,  to 
agree  to  it,  when  propoled  in  the  Houfe,  it  became  them  to 
recollect,  that  thofe  terms  were  not  made  by  Members  of 
Parliament,  but  the  monied  men  of  the  city,  the  Directors 
of  the  Bank,  of  the  India  Houfe,  and  other  great  companies. 
The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that  in  judging  of  the  terms 
of  the  bargain,  whether  they  were  profitable,  or  whether  they 
were  difadvantageous,  it  was  neceffary  to  look  back  to  the 
time,  the  circumftances,  and  the  profpect  of  affairs,  when 
that  bargain  was  made.     He  averred,  that  the  Minifter  had 
made  the  beft  terms  he  could,  in  the  fituation  in  which  he 
flood.     The  price  of  the  flocks  at  the  time  when  the  loan 
was  in  agitation,  their  price  fince,  the  ftate  of  affairs,  all 
«d  to   prove,  that  the  Minifter  had  it  not  in  his 
ike  better  terms  for  the  public.  As  to  the  partiality 
i  it  was  faid  the  noble  Lord  had  dealt  lharesin  the 

Joan, 
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loan,  it  might  produce  very  pernicious  confequences  to  call 
upon  the  noble  Lord  to  affign  his  reafons  for  having  given 
more  to  one  houfe  than  to  another;  and  the  credit  of  many 
houfes  would  be  ihaken,  if,  in  his  own  vindication,  the  Mi* 
nifter  fhould  fay,  that  he  had  given  to  every  banker  who 
had  applied  juft  as  much  as  he  thought  the  houfe  fhould  be 
able  to  pay.  This  might  be  the  ruin  of  feveral  families; 
and  as  the  committee  that  the  honourable  Baronet  had  moved 
for,  might  give  a  deadly  blow  to  national  credit,  he  fhould 
give  his  negative  to  the  motion  with  more  fatisfa&ion  than 
ever  he  felt  in  any  vote  before.  This  he  fliould  do  for  many 
reafons,  but  principally  becaufe  to  inquire  into  private  cha- 
racters would  be  an  inquifitorial  tyranny,  and  oppreflion  to 
individuals  was  injurious  to  the  public. 

Mr.  7".  Townjhcnd  rofe  principally,  he  faid,  to  take  notice  Mr.  r. 
of  fome  obfervations  that  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  and  r'™I"nl 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  way*  The 
noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  "  if  the  lofers  in  the  loan  of  1778 
were  confidered  as  entitled  to  a  lhare  in  the  prefent  fubfcrip- 
tion,  it  would  amount  in  fad  to  a  monopoly,  and  eftablifti  a 
dodtrine  highly  prejudicial  and  injurious,  that  thofe  who  lofe 
iri  one  year  have  a  right  and  claim  to  a  preference  in  another 
loan."  That,  he  faid,  was  not  the  fad.  The  lofers  in  1778 
claimed  no  preference.  They  did  not  conceive  that  they  had 
a  right,  much  lefs  an  exclufive  right:  all  that  they  faid,  and 
all  that  his  honourable  friend  had  ftated  in  their  behalf  was, 
that  the  fupporters  of  government,  having,  been  lofers  in  one 
bargain,  had  good  reafon  to  expedr,  that  when  they  offered 
their  affiftance  again,  they  had  at  lead  equal  pretentions  with 
thofe  who  had  no  fuch  recommendation.  And  when  they 
found  themfelves  reje&ed  and  overlooked,  for  men  who  had 
never  been  feen  in  former  loans,  either  as  the  fupporters  or 
the  fufferers by governmeent,  they  fought  forthecaufesa  little 
farther  than  the  mere  arbitrary  a£t  of  refufal,  and  fufpedted, 
with  juft  reafon,  that  the  manifeft  partiality  was  founded  in 
corrupt  and  bad  motives.  The  fa&s  ftated  by  his  honour* 
able  friend,  which  he  hoped  to  fee  come  before  that  Houfe, 
fubftantiated  by  proof,  confirmed  thofe  fufpicions,  indeed, 
amounted  to  a  (pedes  of  demonftrative  evidence,  which  could 
^not  be  well  controverted,  without  doing  violence  to  every 
'rule  of  judgement  which  had  common  fenfe  or  common  expe- 
rience for  its  bafis.  What  was  the  faft  ftated  by  his  honour- 
able friend  who  feconded  the  motion  ?  That  the  refufals  were 
given  to  men  of  known  probity,  of  high  mercantile  chara&er, 
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of  great  property,  a  Meff.  Stratton  and  Co.  a  Mr.  Bordieu, 
and  feveral  others  of  eminent  credit  and  refped.  The  firft 
houfe,  with  a  lofs  of  four  per  cent,  on  o6,oool.  fubfcribed  to 
the  loan  of  1778,  write  for  30,0001.  of  the  prefent  loan,  but 
they  do  not  get  a  {hilling;  fo  it  happens  with  feveral  other 
houfes  anfwering  the  fame  defcription;  they  apply,  but  in 
vain.  One  houfe  gets  half  a  million,  another  two  or  three 
hundred  thoufand,  and  fo  downwards;  many  of  whom,  he 
prefumed,  were  well  entitled  to  a  (hare,  as  men  of  property 
and  dealers  in  money;  but  furely  the  very  ground  on  which 
that  claim  was  founded,  applied  to  all  men  of  property,  who 
were  dealers  in  money,  or  to  none.  Exclusive,  therefore,  of 
any  claim  of  preference  founded  on  former  lofles,  independent 
of  every  other  circumflance  whatever,  it  was  fair  to  conclude, 
that  the  iefufals  given  to  the  defcription  of  men  he  had  been 
fpeaking  of,  and  the  enormous  fums  given  to  others,  who 
were  no  otherwife  entitled  but  as  men  of  property  and  dealers 
in  money,  was  the  cleareft  evidence  that  the  perfons  pointed 
out  by  his  honourable  friend  as  having  been  refufed,  were  re- 
fufed  upon  partial  and  improper  motives;  and  the  enormous 
fums  given  to  the  favourites  equally  pointed  out,  that  the  fub- 
fcriptions  given  to  them  were  given  for  corrupt  ones.-  If  this 
argument  was  pufhed  only  a  little  farther,  the  charge  of  par- 
tiality would  ftill  come  with  double,  nay,  treble  weight.  If 
it  fhould  appear,  as  he  made  no  doubt  his  honourable  friend, 
as  he  had  pledged  himfelf,  would  be  enabled  to  do,  that  this 
ihameful,  difgraceful  partiality,  was  not  confined  to  perfons 
of  property,  but  that  large  fums  were  diftributed  to  nominal 
perfons,  for  the  fecret  ufe  of  others  ;  to  perfons  who  had  no 
cxiftence;  to  bankrupts;  nay,  to  men  who  were  adtaally  to 
be  found  on  Lord  Mansfield's  lilt  of  perfons  who  had  fur- 
rendered  into  the  enftody  of  the  Marihal  of  the  King's  Bench 
prifon.  To  men  who  were  double  lifted;  then  in  what  man- 
ner could  the  noble  Lord's  argument  ftand?  but  that  the 
lofers  in  the  loan  of  1778  were  not  to  be  put  on  a  level  with 
thofe  double  lifted  gentlemen?  He  fhould  leave  it  to  the 
feelings  of  the  Houfe;  he  ttould  appeal  to  the  known  can- 
dour of  the  noble  Lord,  whether,,  under  fucb  circumftances, 
giving  a  (hare  in  the  loan  of  the  prefent  year  to  thofe  who 
had  been  lofers  in  1778,  could  be  deemed  the  giving  them  a 
monopoly. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe  (Mr.  Adam)  had  aflced  with  great  energy,  "  Were 
"he  Members  of  that  Houfe  to  be  the  only  men  excluded 
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from  giving  their  fupport  to  government,  and  deriving  the 
advantages  peculiar  to  their  abilities  and  profeffions  as  mer- 
chants rw  How  far  that  queftion  might  admit  of  difcuf- 
fion,  fornied  nb  part  of  the  prefent  fitbjeft ;  but  he  was  ready- 
to  admit  in  argument,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  excluded. 
What  then  ?  Their  exclufiort  had  ndthing  to  fay  to  the  pre- 
fent queftion,  which  was  rherely  directed  to  the  terms  of  the 
loan,  and  the  diftribution  of  it  among  perfonsas  well  without 
as  within  that  Houfe.  If  the  loan  was  too  high,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  that  was  a  good  ground  of  accufatiort1  again  It  the 
hoble  Lord  who  negotiated  it.  If  it  was  too  high,  merely  for 
the  purpofe  of  a  corrupt  or  partial  diftribution,  in  order  to 
create  an  undue  or  improper  influence  within  or  without 
doors,  the  noble  Lord  would  appear  doubly  culpable;  for  it 
would  amount  to  this,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  committed  a 
crime  of  a  black  nature,  for  ftill  a  worfe  purpofe. 

The  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to  a  public  proceeding, 
the  Proteft  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  other  Houfe,  and 
had  fpoken  of  it  in  very  cenfurable  terrtls.  He  believed  it 
Was  not  very  regular  in  debate  to  allude  to  the  proceedings  of 
that  Houfe,  much  lefs  to  animadvert  upon  the  mode  of  exer- 
cifing  its  acknowledged  rights,  that  of  protefting  or  declaring 
the  opinions  entertained  by  fome  of  its  Members  upon  any 
xneafure  which  came  under  difcuflion,  and  had  pafled  in  the* 
lifuai  form.  Whether  the  fa&s  and  reafons  ftated  in  that 
Proteft  were  well  or  ill-founded,  was  not  for  him  to  fay  iti 
his  place  in  that  Houfe.  But  be  that  as  it  might;  he  was 
clearlv  of  opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lords  who 
figned  it  was  highly  commendable:  they  fpoke  the  language 
of  honeft  men,  urged  by  a  call  of  duty;  and  he  could  not 
fupprefs  his  aftonimment  at  hearing  fuch  a  ftile  of  animad^ 
verfion  reforted  to  upon  fuch  an  occafion. 

The  honourable  gentleman  faid^  that  former  adminiftra1- 
tions  were  as  kind  or  partial  to  their  friends  as  the  prefent ; 
that  it  was  natural  that  thofe  who  fupported  government 
fliould  be  partakers  of  its  favours;  that  there  was  nothing 
that  <liftinguifhed  the  prefent  from  thofe  admin iftrat ions  in 
Which  feveral  gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  been 
favoured.  To  this  he  would  juft  obferve,  that  loans,  or  fub- 
fcriptions,  were  never  reckoned  among  the  means  of  gratifi- 
cation, by  the  adminiftrations  to  which  he  alluded.  He 
would  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  if  they 
"Were?  The. noble  Lord,  if  he  deigned  Jto  return  an  anfwer* 
would  on  his  honour  declare  they  were  not.    Ko  man  was 
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better  enabled  to  give  an  anfwer,  and  an  anfwer  that  would 
flatly  contradict  the  infinuation  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
His  Lordfhip  had  fat  at  many  Treafury  Boards;  nay,  fuch 
was  the  noble  Lord's  addrefs  and  pliability,  that  he  managed 
fo  as  to  retain  his  place  under  almoft  every  admin  i  ft  ration,  as 
long  as  he  could  well  remember;  and  he  knew  the  noble  Lord 
dare  not,  becaufe  he  could  not,  with  truth,"  aflert,  that  the 
diftribution  of  a  loan  was  ever  confidered  as  a  fpecies  of  in- 
fluence. And  he  would  add  the  reafon,  becaufe  a  part  of  a 
fubfeription  was  in  former  times  no  favour 

The  honourable  gentleman  made  a  great  and  material  dif- 
tindUon  between  the  juft  and  honourable  emoluments  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  profits  fraudulently,  becaufe  fecretly,  ob- 
tained upon  a  loan.  They  were  among  the  modern  emolu- 
ments of  government,  which  neither  could  be  gained  by  fer- 
vice,  nor  poffeffed  with  honour.  The  Minifters  of  former 
periods,  and  particularly  of  that  period  which  it  was  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  to  defcribe  as  prodigal, 
extravagant,  and  wafteful  of  the  public  money,  were  not  fo 
prodigal  or  wafteful  as  to  make  corrupt  loans  for  the  purpofe 
of  increafing  their  power,  by  diftributing  it,  when  made, 
among  their  friends  and  expectants.  The  Minifters  he 
meaht  negotiated  loans,  and  made  their  bargains  upon  fuch 
terms,  that  they  received  a  favour,  not  conferred  a  benefit, 
when  they  parted  with  the  fubfeription ;  and  there  was  ano- 
ther leading  feature  in  the  loans  and  fubferiptions  of  former 
times,  that  when  the  monied  men  had  no  profpecT:  of  private 
and  perfonal  intereft  to  ferve,  that  they  gave  goverpment 
effectual  fupport,  upon  the  moft  laudable  and  honourable  mo- 
tives; they  fupported  them,  becaufe  they  knew  they  were 
capable  and  honeft ;  that  they  were  fupporting  meafures,  not 
men.  The  confidence  of  the  monied  men  ®f  thofe  days  was 
founJed  in  experience;  for  they  were  convinced,  that  while 
they  fupported  fuch  men,  and  fuch  meafures,  they  were  ulti- 
mately promoting  their  own  intereft,  which  was  involved,  in  ' 
common  with  the  reft  of  their  fellow  fubje&s,  in  fupporting 
the  ftate. 

But,  fays  the  honourable  gentleman,  it  is  an  illiberal  af- 
perfion  upon  character,  to  fay,  that  places  or  penfions,  dou- 
ceurs or  contracts,  are  among  the  corrupt  feducers  pf  the 
human  heart.  To  be  fure,  it  would  be  highly  illiberal  to 
fufpeel,  that  a  Member  of  Parliament  fliould  be  feduced  by 
the  good  things  of  this  life !    It  would  be  an  afperfion  of  the 
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tnoft  unjuftifiable  nature!  What!  a  Member  of  Parliament! 
the  dignity  of  whofe  fituation,  and  th«  obligations  of  whofe 
truft  ought  to  raife  him  to  an  elevation  of  rank  among  his 
fpecies,  fuperior  to  all  the  little  frailties  and  paffions  of  the 
heart — -to  fufpeS  him  of  dependence  and  fervility,  would  be 
a  libel  on  the  human  race!  And  yet,  if  there  was  a  gentle- 
man to  be  found,  whofe  conduct  in  that  Houfe  had  been 
marked  by  an  acrimonous  oppoiition  to  the  meafures  of  the 
Minifter  in  the  outfet — and  a  condefcending  approbation  of 
them  in  the  end — who  bad  been  diftinguiflied  by  being  the 
•greateft  enemy  of  the  Minifter,  while  he  profefled  to  be  the 
friend;  and  of  making  arguments  of  pretended  panegyric 
operate  ascenfureand  fatire;  and  from  whofe  animadverfion 
and  reprehenfion  the  noble  Lord  was  remarked  particularly 
to  fhrink.  When  it  was  obferved,  that  fuch  a  gentleman  iq. 
a  critical  moment  abandoned,  without  even  the  formality 
of  a  reafon,  the  friends  and  the  principles  which  he  had 
maintained,  and  became  one  of  the  mo  ft  zealous  and  active 
partizans  of  that  government  which  he  previously  repro- 
bated; when  it  was  obferved,  that  he  placed  himfelf  im- 
mediately behind  the  Treafury  Bench,  whifpered  the  Mini- 
fter, and  became  his  avowed  champion;  and  when  they  faw 
chis  gentleman  rewarded  with  a  place,  people  could  not  avoid 
fufpedting  that  there  was  fomething  like  influence  in  a  thou- 
sand or  twelve  hundred  a  year ;  and  that  it  was  corruption, 
and  not  principle,  that  had  converted  the  enemy  into  the 
friend  of  the  Minifter.  Such  fufpicions,  he  thought,  might 
be  entertained,  without  any  great  degree  of  illiberaiity,  and 
without  any  great  degree  of  injuftice. 

If  he  underilood  the  objedl  of  the  motion  right,  it  was  for 
an  inquiry,  ancj  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  applied  for,  were 
the  notbrious  extravagance  of  the  loan,  which  indeed  had  been 
acknowledged,  iia  a  former  debate,  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  rihband  himfelf;  hefide  this,  there  was  the  great  variety' 
of  important  fa&s  ftated  by  his  honourable  friend,  and  which 
tie  had  pledged  himfelf  to  prove.  He  was  not  now  to  be; 
fold,  that  the  bargain  was  irrevocable;  the  motion  was  filent  £ 
on  that  fubjedt ;  it  only  was  directed  to  an  enquiry.  Hp 
would  fuppofe,  for  argument  fake,  that  the  loan  was  not  a  bad 
one,  under  the  feveral  circumftances  which  might  come  out 
in  the  courfe  of  the  enauiry.  He  would  fuppofe,  on  the 
fame  ground,  that  the  diAribution  "was  fuch  as  ought  to  have 
keen  made:  but  the  queftion,  as  it  prefented  itfelf  in  its  pre- 
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fcnt  (hape,  was  not,  whether  the  whole  was  a  fair,  honourable 
tranfadtion,  a  good  hargain  for  the  public,  an$  wifely  and 
equitably  portioned  out,  or  fhared;  but  fimply  this:  whe- 
ther the  enormous  profit  on  the  loan,  connected  with  the; 
ftrong  fa<Sts  ftated  by  his  honourable  friend,  bore  fuch,  a  prima 
facte  appearance  of  corruption  and  partiality  "as  to  render  it 
fhe  duty  of  that  Houfe  to  enquire  into  the  fufpicioqs  cir; cum- 
fiances  and  fads,  fo  ftated  ?     In  that  light,  he  wjfhed  and 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  confifler  it;  and  in  that  light  only 
co  Id  it  be  faiily  or  regularly  argued.     It  was  not  proper  foe 
that  Houle,  in  that  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  to  confider  any  mail 
guilty  or  innocent.     It  was  not  defired.     It  was  their  bufi- 
nefs, and  their  duty  top,  to  look  at  the  nature  of  the  accufa- 
tion  made,  and  determine,  whether  or  not  it  was  worthy  of 
inveftigation  ? 

The  nobJe  Lord,  who  fpoke  firft  on  the  other  fide,  obferved, 
that  it  would  be  cruel  and  inhuman  to  fcrutinize  into  peopled 
chara&ers,  or  to  weigh  one  man's  credit,  property,  or  confe- 
quence,  againft  apQther's.     He  would  not  fay,  that  there  wa$ 
not  fomethi..g  in  the  obje&ion,  if  fitly  and  properly  applied. 
No  man  would  bs  further  from  making  invidious  diftinfiions, 
or  enquiries  into  people's  private  circumftances,  particularly 
people  en:  aged  in  trading  and  mercantile  tranfadtions;  yet, 
fuppofmg  that  the  motion  fhould  pafs  in  its  prefent  form, 
means  might   be  devifed,  either  b.y  giving  an  jnftru&ion  to 
the  Committee,  or  when  in  it,  to  reftrain  any  idle,  improper 
enquiries,   originating  in  mere  fpleen  or  curiofity.     The  ob- 
jefir.  of  the  motion  yyas,  he  moft  fincerely  believed,  totally  dif- 
ferent; but  though  it  were  not,  the  evil  confequences  pre,- 
di6led  by  the  noble  Lord  might  be  eafily  avoided.  >    It  furely 
,  could  not  be  an  injury,  or  give  an  alarm  to  credit,  to  enquite 
into  the  exiftence  of  men,  and  fuch  an  enquiry  was  abfolutcly 
neceffaiy,  for  there  were  many  names  on  that  lift  fo  obfeure 
that  even  tlvir  exiftence  was  doubtful.     He  fa,t  down  with 
Signifying  his  hearty  concurrence  in  the  motion  made  by  hit 
honourable  friend. 
..Adam.      Mr.  ,idam  rofe  as  foqn  as  Mr.  Townfhend  had  concluded, 
and  fa»d,  he  muft  be  ftupid  and  fenfelefs,  not  to  fee  what  every 
gentleman  muft  have  leen,'  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft  had  alluded  to  him  in  the  courfe  of  hisfpeech. 
He  defied  that  honourable  gentleman,  however,  or  any  other, 
to  impute  any  charge  of  being  under  undue  influence  to  him. 
When  he  firit  came  into  that  Houfe,  he  came  in  juft  of  age, 
perfedUy  independent  and  perfedHy  unconnedled.    Heop- 
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pofed  the  Minifter  as  long  as  he  thought  the  American  war 
purfued  for  unjuil  purpoies;  but  when  the  queftion  changed, 
when  the  fole  object  was  the  'maintaining  the  rights  of  the 
Britifh  Legiflature,  and  the  preventing  the  independence  of 

"  America,  the  queftion  met  with  his  entire  approbation,  and 
be  had  given  his  hearty  and  uniform  approbation  to  every 
xneafure  which  meant  to  obtain  the  object  in  view;  but  evea 
now,  if  the  noble  Lord's  meafures  fhould  appear  to  him  more 
likely  to  do  harm  than  good,  if  the  noble  Lord  fhould  ever 
qdopt  an  idea  of  altering  jhe  Britifli  conftiution,  or  fhould 

■  liften  to  any  vifionary  project  of  innovation,  he  would  as 
(teadily  oppofe  as  he  now  fteadily  fupported  him.  With  re- 

>  gard  to  the  place  he  held,  it  was  bellowed  upon  him  unafked, 
and  unfought  for;  and  fo  far  was  he  from  any  intereft  in  the 

Jueftion  of  the  day,  he  had  neither  direflly  nor  indire&ly  a 
bare  in  the  loan. 
Sir  Richard  Sutton  took  notice  of  an  aflertion  which  had  Sir  Richari 
fallen  from  Mr.  Byng,  that  many  good  houfes  had  been  re-  Sutt0** 
je&ed  in  this  loan,  and  many  bad  houfes  had  been  received. 
Jjy  going  into,  the  inquiry,  it  was  evident  that  the  Houfe 
would  go  into  this  dangerous  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  enqui- 
fition.  He  faw  that  it  was  only  the  forerunner  of  an  inquiry, 
in  which  the  noble  Lord  muft,  of  courfe,  be  called  upon  to 
inake  his  defence  ;  and  as  he  knew  that  to  call  upon  a  Mi- 
nifter to  aflign  his  reafons  for  preferring  one  banking  houfe 
to  anQther,  might  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences 
both  to  public  and  private  credit,    he  would  give  his  vote 
againft  any  meafure  that  fhould  make  it  neceffary  for  a  Mi- 
pifter  to  defend  himfelf  by  a  method  that  muft  ruin  others. 

Mr.  By»g,  I  beg  not  to  be  mifreprefented.  No  word  of  Mr.  Byngm 
imputation  of  irretponfibility  has  dropped  from  my  mouth ; 
bad  houfe  was  a  term  never  made  ufe  of  by  me ;  the  honoura- 
ble Baronet  is  the  firft  to  ufe.  it.  In  candour  I  acknowledged 
many  to  be  good;  andlfaid,  that  if  my  lift  was  examined, 
there  would  be  feen  the  words  creditable,  and  other  expref- 
£ons  of  the  like  nature:  if  1  am  guilty  of  any  fault  in  this 
bufinefs,  it  is  in  fuppreffion  ;  I  never  touched  even  upon  the 
bankrupt  lift ;  my  feeling  for  the  fituation  of  the  unfortunate 
checked  me,  and  the  lift  of  footmen  efcaped  me :  Is  not 
that  a  fubjedt  of  inquiry  ?  Even  with  thefe  omiffions,  my 
tafk  is  difagreeable  enough ;  'that  I  ftand  in  no  need  of  the 
bpnourable  Baronet's  afliftance  to  charge  me  with  words  I 
©ever  uttered, 
' Mr. 
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Mr.jollife.  Mr.  Jolfiffe  fpoke  againft  the  motion,  and  (aid,  that  as  the 
loan  had  been  approved  by  that  Houfe,  and  had  pafled  into 
a  law,  he  thought  it  was  very  unnecefiary  to  enter  now  into 
a  re-examination  of  its  merits  and  demerits.  It  was  as 
dangerous  as  it  was  unprofitable ;  for  by  this  means  they 
might  difturb  the  monied  intereft  by  invidious  inquiries,  and 
deter  men  in  a  future  year  from  affifting  the  public  in  their 
loan.  What  was  the  benefit  propofed  by  the  prefent  inquiry? 
To  make  the  bargain  more  advantageous  for  the  public  ?  No, 
it  was  not  even  pretended  that  this  was  the  ouje6t,  or  the  end 
of  the  propoied  inquiry :  it  was  not  even  fuggefted  that  the 
public  were  to  be  benefited  in  any  other  way  than  by  the 
,warning  which  it  would  give  to  minifters,  how  they  made 
improvident  bargains  for  the  public.  Was  not  this  end  fully 
accomplished  by  the  refpon Ability  in  which  the  Minifter 
flood  ?  Occafions  might  arife  in  which  it  might  be  for  the 
intereft  of  the  public  that  the  bargain  fhould  be  made  under 
all  its  circumftances  of  extravagance,  and  when  it  would  be 
wrong  in  Parliament  to  interfere  too  haftily.  This  he  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  thofe  cafes,  arid  he  was  fully  convinced  that 
it  would  be  wrong  in  the  Houfe  to  enter  upon  this  inquiry; 
as  by  that  means  they  might  fuffer  in  another  year  all  tne 
hardfhips  of  diftruft,  in  procuring  the  money  neceflary  for 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  Government.  No  immediate 
benefit  was  to  be  derived,  but  there  was  much  probable  dan- 
ger. No  faving  was  to  be  made ;  no  retrenchment,  no  di- 
minution «ven  of  influence ;  the  evils,  if  there  were  any  in 
the  bargain,  were  already  incurred,  and  he  thought  the  Houfe 
could  not  do  any  good  by  their  inquiry,  but  they  might  do 
much  harm. 
Hon.  M*.  The  honourable  Mr.  St.  John  faid,  that  diffidence  and  dif- 
U.j<,bn.  truft  became  every  young  member  who  fpoke  in  that  aflem- 
bly,;  that  in  a  private  capacity  he  felt  thefe  as  he  ought  to 
do,  but  that  as  a  member  of  Parliament  he  felt  a  diffidence 
in  the  conduct  of  adminiftration,  that  overcame  all  diftruft 
in  his  own  abilities,  and  induced  him  to  utter  his  fentimentf 
with  that  freedom  which  became  every  man  who,  held  a  feat 
in  that  Houfe.  He  went  into  a  view  of  the  profufe  expences 
which  had  attended  the  American  war ;  and  from  that  and 
various  other  confiderations  inferred  the  neceffity  of  public 
ceconomy. 

He 
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He  highly  approved  of  the  motion  on.  that  principle,  and 
faid,  that  from  the  fadts  ftated  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had.feconded  the  motion  (and  which,  from  the  manner 
of  his  offering  and  pledging  himfelf  to  prove  them,  the  Houfe 
could  not  reje&)  he  thought  they  were  called  upon  by  every 
inducement  of  duty  and  reputation  to  refer  the  enquiry  to  a 
committee  capable  of  examining  and  reporting  the  fafts. 

A  Ihort  paufe  now  took  place,  and  "the  queftion  was  called 
for.  The  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Fox  rofe  at  the  fame 
time :  they  were  both  folicitous  to  give  way,  and  the  con- 
,teft  of  civility  at  laft  ended  in  favour  of  the  former. 

The  Lord  Advocate  began  with  lamenting,  that  he  fhould  The  Lord 
fcive  had  the  misfortune  to  have  ftepped  in  to  defeat,  for  a  few  ddvu*sc* 
minutes,  the  juft  and  warm  expe£iations  of  the  Houfe  of  the 
delight  and  inftru£ion  they  would  have  received  from  the 
talents  and  the  oratory  of  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  way.  He  affured  the  Houfe  that  he  would 
detain  them  from  the  promifed  entertainment  but  as  (hort  a 
time  as  poffible.  He  would  be  concife  in  the  few  obferva- 
tions  which  he  had  to  make  in  anfwer  to  what  had  been  al- 
ledged  and  afferted  by  the  mover  and  feconder  of  the  motion. 
He  confefled  the  difadvantages  he  laboured  under;  he  faw, 
he  faid,  that  oppofing  the  motion  would  give  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  a  right  to  affume,  that  all  the  various  fadts 
they  had  alledged,  all  the  converfation  anecdotes  they  had 
picked  up,  all  the  rumours  they  had  colle&ed  without  doors, 
were  perfe&ly  in  point,  perfectly  corredl  as  they  had  ftated 
them,  aud  perfe&ly  true  in  themfelves;  he  therefore  fhould 
make  a  virtue  of  the  neceffity  he  laboured  under,  and  fhould 
fo  direfl  his  arguments  in  reply  to  what  had  been  fuppofed, 
as  not  only  matters  of  fafly  but  fails  that  could  be  proved. 
He  would  not  avail  himfelf  of  any  parliamentary  trick;  but 
Would  meet  the  queftion,  entangled  as  it  was  with  all  this 
fpecious  and  adfeititious  matter,  and  give  it  his  direct  nega- 
tive. He  obferved  that  the  queftion  held  out  two  confuta- 
tions, and  might  therefore  be  divided  into  two  heads. 
.  One  was  the  terms  of  the  loan,  or  the  bargain  negotiated 
by  the  noble  Lord  near  him  and  the  fubferibers — the  other 
the  diftribution  of  the  loan  itfelf.  The  motion  was  fo  evafive 
as'  to  include  both  thefe  confederations,  but  in  faft  all  th© 
argument  had  gone  to  the  diftribution  only,  and  that  was  the 
only  part  to  which  there  was  any  neceflity  for  an  anfwer. 
With  regard  to  thefe,  he  begged  the  Houfe  to  regard  them 
fcs  two  cUftinft  queftions,  by  no  means  conne&ed  with  each 

other* 
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other.  So  much  had  been  faid  on  the  firft,  on  former  occa- 
fions,  and  fo  ably,  that  he  fhould  neither  take  from  others 
fo  much,  nor  aflume  to  himfelf  fo  greatly,  as  to  fuppofehe 
could  add  any  thing  of  weight  upon  that  topic ;  he  fhould 
therefore  content  himfelf  with  adopting  the  noble  Lord's  po- 
rtion on  a  former  day,  viz.  that  the  terms  were  the  beft  he 
•  could  obtain,  and  that  he  had  no  other  alternative  than  to 
take  them,  or  let  .the  neceiTary  operations  of  Government 
ftand  ftill,  for  he  had  even  waited  till  the  laft  moment,  till , 
the  armv  was  within  a  day  of  the  time,  that  had  not  the 
money  for  their  pay  been  received,  they  rauft,  according  to 
act  of  Parliament,  have  been  di(banded. 

He  believed,  allowing  that  the  terms  agreed  upon  by  the 
noble  Lord  amounted  to  an  improvident  bargain,  or  that  a 
better  might  be  made,  his  Lord  (hip  had  hitherto  flood  un- 
impeached  on  the  ground  of  corruption.  In  the  ftrong  con* 
tent  ion  of  debate  in  that  Houfe,  among  the  numerous  ani* 
madverfions  made  on  his  Lordfhip's  minifterial  conduct  both 
within  and  without  thefe  walls,  in  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  times,  the  numerous  libels  publifhed,  and  newfpaper 
abufe,  his  Lordfhip's  perfonal  character  had  hitherto  efcaped 
cenfure.  In  the  warmth  of  attack  and  party  refentment 
-which  came  from  the  oppofite  benches,  his  adversaries,  after 
having  exhaufted  every  other  topic  of  fevere  animadverfion, 
neverthelefs  abftained  from  any  thing  which  could  affeft  his 
Lordfhip  as  a  man.  Whatever  faults  they  imputed  in  thofe 
moments,  when  fact,  truth,  and  reafon  are  fometimes  made 
to  give  way  to  paflion  and  refentinent,  his  adverfaries  were 
at  all  times  ready  to  give  him  the  credit  of  dealing  with  clean 
hands.  When  he  heard,  therefore,  gentlemen  contending 
that  the  loan  was  difadvantageous,  unwife,  impolitic,  and 
even  corrupt ;  he  underftood  it  in  the  fenfe,  he  prefuoied,  in 
which  it  was  intended;  that  the  noble  Lord  had  not  made  a 
good  bargain,  but  that  his  Lordftiip  having  made  a  bad  one, 
derived  from  that  circumftance  no  pecuniary  advantage  to 
himfelf.  If  that  was  the  cafe,  which  he  believed  moft  fin* 
cerely  it  was,  the  terms  of  the  loan  were  clearly  out  of  the 
queftion. 

He  did  not  know  whether  it  might  be  agreeable  to  his  Lord* 
Jliip,  or  in  what  manner  he  might  take  it,  if  he  ihould  men- 
tion a  circumftance  which  confirmed  him  in  thefe  fentiraent" 
more  than  even  the  united  opinion  of  his  Lordfhip's  friends 
and  opponents.     It  was  a  circumftance  which  came  within 

s  owu  particular  knowledge,  and  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 

would 
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Would  not  be  offended  at  his  betraying  what  was  faid  to  hint 
fcoritidentially,  when  the  noble  Lord  mould  recolledt  that,  as 
the  events  it  turned  on  were  now  paft,  he  could  do  no  harm  ; 
as  it  would  evidently  convince  the  Houfe,  if  they  put  faith 
in  what  he  faid,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  done  all  in  his  power* 
to  get  better  terms. 

Some  few  days  before  the  budget  Was  opened,  he  took  the 
liberty,  he  hoped  it  was  not  ill  taken,  of  fugge fling  to  his 
Lordfhip  the  preffing  neceflity  there  was  at  fo  advanced  a  fea- 
fon  to  make  the  neceffary  provifions  for  the  current  fer vices 
of  the  yecr ;  and  further  took  the  liberty  to  point  out  the 
rteceflity  of  opening  the  budget  with  all  convenient  expe- 
dition. 

The  noble  Lord  replied,  that  if  he  fhould  then  make  a 
bargain  for  the  public,  he  would  be  obliged  to  make  it  upon. 
very  difadvantageous  terms.  The  funds  were  very  low,  and 
the  profpe£l  not  favourable,  whereas  by  waiting  a  fhort  time 
a  circumftance  might  arife  favourable  to  negociation.  He 
was  in  hopes  every  day  of  receiving  the  confirmation  of  an 
approach  that  had  been  made  towards  pacification.  This 
news  he  expected  with  the  change  of  the  wind,  and  this  was 
the  caufe  of  the  delay.  Without  this,  he  had  a  profpeft  of 
Ibmething  which  might  terminate  in  a  pacification.  He  muft 
agrefe  that  the  3  per  cents,  fhould  be  rated  at  53;  if  on  the 
other  hand  he  could  hold  out  a  profpefl  of  a  peace  with  fome 
good  foundation  or  ground  of  probability  (and  at  that  time  he 
had  no  authority  to  make  the  bargain  on  terms  much  more  fa- 
vourable to  the  public.  His  Lordfhip  accordingly  waited, 
and  when  he  was  authorifed  to  fpeak  with  more  certainty, 
when  he  could  tell  the  fubfcribers  that  there  was  a  tendency 
or  opening  towards  a  peace,  his  Lordfhip  improved  that  cir- 
cumftance to  the  public  advantage.  He  could  not  charge  his 
memory,  but  if  he  recolle&ed  right,  the  flocks  which  the 
fubfcribers  rated  at  no  more  than  55  and  68  on  the  Friday, 
was  on  the  Monday  eftimated,  .when  the  bargain  was  flruck 
at  58  and  70. 

Here  then  was  the  mofl  indifputable  proof  that  the.  noble 
Lord,  fo  far  from  wifhing  or  intending,  much  lefs  having  ac- 
tually made  a  corrupt  bargain  for  any  bad  purpofe,  a&ed 
with  all  poflible  integrity  and  induflry  to  improve  circum- 
fiances,  not  known,  to  the  advantage  of  the  public.  The 
noble  Lord,  if  he  wifhed  to  make  a  corrupt  bargain,  to  pro- 
mate  the  views  imputed  to  him,  might  haye  done  it  bevond 

Vol.IL  Y  y  'tlit 
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the  poffibility  of  detection.  He  might,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
have  concealed  his  private  expectations;  he  might,  in  the 
fecond,  have  concealed  his  real  information,  and,  in  either 
event,  have  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  public,  and  put 
into  thofe  of  his  friends,  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds. 

The  honourable  Baronet  who  made  the  motion,  and  the 
honourable  Gentleman  who  feconded  it,  made  ufe  of  very 
ftrong  arguments,  and  the  later  had  ftated  very  ftrong  fa£U 
He  fhould  not  now  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  com- 
bating the  one,  or  difproving  or  controverting  the  other. 

He  would,  in  the  form  of  argument  and  conceffion,  pre- 
fume  that  the  bargain  was  the  woril  that  could  be  made,  with 
the  reservation  already  exprefied,  that  of  doing  away  any 
imputation,  direct  or  implied,  on  the  motives  or  conduct  of 
the  noble  Lord,  as  to  the  terms,  believing,  nay,  being  con- 
vinced, that  they  were  the  very  beftit  was  in  his  Lordfhip's 
power  to  make.  But  waving  that  for  the  prefent,  he  would 
fuppofe  the  bargain  a  bad  or  improvident  one:  he  would  fuppofe 
the  charge  of  partiality  to  be  well  founJed;  that  the  friends 
and  fupportersof  the  noble  Lord  were  ferved  to  the  excluiion 
of  thofe  who  were  none,  or  ful peeled  not  to  be  fo;  that  thofe 
who  fupported  his  Lordihip's  meafures  had  a  mark  put  upon 
them,  while  thofe  who  had  rendered  themfelves  only  coiifpi- 
cuous  for  reprobating  his  meafures,  were  of  courfe  pointed 
out  for  a  different  pur  pole.  All  this  he  was  willing  to  fup- 
pote,  in  order  to  meet  the  arguments  urged  againft  the  noble 
Lord-  He  begged,  under  thofe  circumstances,  ftrong  as  they 
were  ftated  and  imagined,  to  know  what  poffiblegood  or  pub- 
lic bene  n't  could  refult  from  the  pre  lent  enquiry.  It  had 
been  urged,  he  obferved,  that  it  was  improper  for  members 
of  Parliament  to  fubferib?;  this  was  what  he  could  not  ad- 
mit, nor  cculd  he  fee  ^ny  reafon  why  a  gentleman  fhould,  by 
becoming  a  member  e:  Parliament,  forfeit  the  right  of  ferv- 
ing  his  country  and  himfelf  in  a  fair  and  honourable  way. 
Bur,  laid  gentlemen,  members  of  Parliament  themfelves 
were  convinced  that  it  was  improper  for  them  to  fjbfcrihr, 
as  they  were  athamed  to  have  their  own  names  let  down  in 
the  fubfeription  lilt.  This  was  no  proof  at  ail  of  the  im- 
propriety of  the  ail :  it  only  proved  that  thefe  gentlemen 
who  had  done  fo,  if  any  fuch  there  were,  had  weak  nerves; 
a*  *  d  after  that  day's  debate  lie  lhould  not  be  furprtfed  if 

of  weak  nerves  fhouIJ  be  afraid  to  fet  his  name  ro 
oti,  as  he  mud  thereby  expofs  himfelf  to  fo  many 

invidious 
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invidious,  illiberal,  ironical,    fneering  animadverfions  upon 
his  character  and  motives.     Some  men  wer^   more  modeft 
than  others,  or  they  had  weaker  nerves,  or  more  timidity  ; 
they  mighx  not  be  fond  of  incurring  the  reports  and  com- 
ments of  the  newfpaj5ers,  and  the  orators  and  the  libellers 
of  the  day.     If,  therefore,  a  gentleman  who  had  50,000!.  in 
the  hands  of  his  banker,  fhould  fay  to  a  minifter,  "  I  am 
,  willing  to  ferve  my  country  with  this  fum  ;  but  as  1  do  not 
like  to  be  traduced,  laughed,  and  fneered  at  by  every  member 
of    Parliament,  who,  without  knowing  my   motives,  may 
think  proper  never thelefs  to  afcribe  the  worlt  to  me,  I  (hall 
lend  my  money  upon  this  condition  only,  that  fome  other 
perfon's  name  {hall  ftand  for  mine;  but  whether  he  be.fol* 
Tent  or  not,  no  matter,  as  1  (hall  be  refponfible  for  the  pay- 
ment/'    If  a  gentleman  lliould  make  fuch  a  propofition,  and 
a  minifter  fhould  comply  with  it,  is  there  a  man  who  would 
venture  to  fay  there  was  any  thing  unfair,  any  thing  corrupt 
In  the  tranfa&ion?     Undoubtedly  not.     Was  there  any  law 
agatnft  it  ?  .  Was  there  praciice  and  cuftom  againft  it?      The 
neble  Lord  was  not  furely  the  firft  minifter  who  ferved  his 
friends  in  preference  to  his  adverfaries.    He  had  made  the  beft 
bargain  in  his  power  under  the  given  circumftances;  and  if 
there  was  any  advantage  derivable  from  the  tranfaction,  fure- 
ly it  could  not  be  deemed  a  crime  in  the  noble  Lord  to  give 
a  preference.     Other  times  and  other  minifters,  it  was  laid, 
exhibited  other  fcenes.     He  fpoke  only  of  the  current  lan- 
guage of  the  times.     He  did  not  vouch  for  their  truth ;  but 
he  could  not  be  fo  totally  uninformed  of  the  tranfaclions  of 
thofe  times,  as  not  to  have  heard  that  men  in  high  office  had 
not  only  been  charged  with  making  an  improper  diftribution 
among  their  friends  but  alfo  of  confining  fome  fmall  (hare  of 
the  benefit  to  themfelves.  The  minifter  muft  neceflarily  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  fettling  of  loans  and  fubfcriptions,  and  he  flood 
refponfible  to  the  public  for  the  due  payment  of  the  feveral  in- 
ftalments;  whoever  then  would  inftitute  an  enquiry  to  make 
the  noble  Lord  account  for  the  preferences  he  had  given, 
Would  cut  at  the  root  of  that  refponfibility,  and  releafe  the 
minifter  from  his  duties  to  the  people,  for  he  could  not  be 
refponfible  without   an  uncontrolled,  difcretionary  power 
in  fele£fcmg  his  fubfcribers;  and  would  Parliament,  in  its  fa- 
ker fenfes,  wifh  to  take  away  that  refponfibilky  from  the 
tiead  of  a  minifter,  and  place  it   in  a  Committee  of  that 
Houfe?  He  fhould  hope  that  found  policy  would  make  them 

Y  y  2  fee 
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fee  the  impropriety  of  fuch  a  meafure.  He  doubted  not,  a$ 
had  been  afferted,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  been  partial  to  his 
friends,  in  oppofition  to  his  enemies.  It  was  natural  and  juft 
to  be  fo,  and  a  rninifter  mufl  be  a  mere  lump  of  ice,  diverted 
of  paffions,  of  friendfhip  and  feeling,  could  he  furmoant  this 
kind  of  partiality.  Nor  was  it  unnatural  that,  abftra&ed 
from  the  defire  of  favouring  his  fupporters,  he  might  feel  a. 
greater  degree  of  confidence  in  irien  of  that  defcription  thaij 
in  his  opponents. 

Much  had  been  faid  of  the  great  influence  the  prefent  loan 

threw  into  the  fcaleof  goverpment.     For  his  part,  granting 

every  fa£t  he  heard  urged  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening  to  be 

ftri&ly  true,  he  was  prepared  and  entitled  to  draw  a  very 

different  conclufion.     Every  argument,  in  his  opinion,  bore 

the  other  way.     If  the  loan  was  fo  very  profitable,  as  it  ha4 

been  defcribed,  it  was  to  be  prefumejl  he  had  of'coarfe  many 

competitors  for  his  favours.     He  did  not  fpeak  hypothe{i- 

cally,  he  fpoke  from  his  own  knowledge  and  experience. 

If  it  was  a  favour,  the  noble  Lord  had  not  favours  to  grant  to 

all  who  might  think  they  were  eutitled  to  therp.     He  bad 

jproved  it.     Almoft  every  perfon  that  he  met  in  the  ftreets    ' 

and  coffee-houfes  complained  loudly  of  the  bad  treatrDent 

they  bad  met  with,  or  of  their  ill-fortune..    The  conftanf 

falutation  that  he  met  from  the  friends  of  the  minilter  was, 

«  'Tis  damned  hard,  I  have  only  got  io,oool."     So  that,  in 

fa£i,  thofe  who  had  got,  as  well  as  thofe  who  had  not,  were 

diflatisfied ;  and  the  noble  Lord  was  in  faft,  anci  In  truth, 

likely  to  make  more  enemies  than  he  had  gained  friends  by 

the  bufinefs.     The  learned  gentlemau  now  faid  he  had  an*    , 

fwered,  and' he  trufted  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  Houfe,  the  . 

material  fa£ts  alledged  in  fupport  of  the  motion*     He  hoped 

that  the  Houfe  would  fee  the  danger  arid  the  inutility  of  the 

motion;  if  it  was  intended  to  inftitute  an  inquifitron  into 

the  credit  and  refponfibility  of  the  fubferibers,  it  would  be 

dangerous  and  tyrannical.    If  it  was  intended  to  inquire  into 

their  rank  and  fituation,  from  motives  of  wanton  Curiofity, 

without  any  purpjofe  of  ftriking  them  from  the  lift,  if  they 

were  found  unfit*,  it  was  an  idle  and  an  invidious  office.    If 

it  was  meant  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  loan,  or  to  take  from 

the  head  of  the  rninifter  the  refponfibility  under  which  he 

now  ftood,  it  would  be  an  unwife  and  perhaps  a  fatal  refoln- 

tion.  Parliament  had  always  proceeded  on  the  old,  wife,  and 

iconftitutional  idea  of  having  a  rofponfibility  fomewherefor 

every  public  aft  of  government.    In  the  inftance  of  the 

1  JOW; 
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loan,  they  had  placed  the  refpon Ability  on  the  fhoulders  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  having  done  fo,  he  was 
authorifed  to  rnake  the  loan,  not  to  pleai'e  one  fide  of  the 
Houfe  or  the  other,  but  fo  as  fhould  beft  fatisfy  himfelf  that 
the  fubfcription,  every  confequence  of  which  he  was  to  be 
refponfible  for,  was  perfectly  fecqre.  He  advifed  the  Houfe 
therefore  by  no  means  to  lefjfen  that  conftitutional  refponfi- 
bility,  a  circumftance  which  the  prefent  motion  chiefly 
tended  to  eiFeft,  and  which  therefpre  he  fhould  oppofe,  as 
likely  to  do  infinite  mifchief. 

Mr.  Fox  ipw  rofe  and  entered  into  a  circumftantial  anfwer  Mr.  Tox% 
to  the  arguments  of  the  honourable  and  learned  Lord.  When 
he  rofe,  he  imagined  that  he  meant  to  offer  his  reafons  why 
the  Haufe  (hould  not  go  into  an  enquiry  into  the  condudt  of 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  for  he  confidered  it  as  a 
flire<5r,  perfonal  accufation  of  the   minifter,  in  this  public 
tranfa&ion ;  but  to  his  aftonifhment,  the  learned  gentleman 
had  not  urged  a  fingle  fyllable  in  his  juftification.     When 
therefore  he  was  proceeding  feemingly  to  anfwer  the  noble 
Lord,  he  could  hardly  difcover  an  argument,  or  a  faft,  to 
which  there  was  occafion  for  a  reply,     The  reafon  was  plain. 
The  learned  Lord  had  fajd,  with  his  ufual  addrefs  and  ability* 
a  variety  of  moft  ingenious  things,  but  not  a  word,  phrate, 
or  argument  to  the  queftion  ;  the  learned  Lord,  in  all  his 
Speeches,  he  was-forry  to  fay,  betrayed  a  difpofition  to  mea- 
fures  and  political  doftrines  inimical  to,  if  not  dire&ly  fub- 
verfive  of  the  conftitution,  and  favourable  to  the  introduction 
of  arbitrary  power.     But  how  had  his  Lordfhip  entertained 
the  Houfe  on  this  occafion?     In  laying  down  principles  of  a 
fjiredt  contrary  nature,  from  which,  however,  he  drew  delu- 
five,  and,  jn  the  prefent  moment  of  corruption  and  depravity, 
jrapra&icable  conclufions.     The  noble  Lord  had   laboured 
ftrcnuoufly  to  prove  that  no  perfon  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe 
yvould  difpute,  and  no  one  on  any  fide  dare  avowedly  to  de- 
ny, "  That  niinifters  were  refponfible  for  their  conduct,  and 
liable  to  be  brought  to  an  account  for  the  exercife  of  thefe 
powers  with  which  they  were  veiled  by  the  conftitution,  for 
thepurpofes  of  government.*    But  for  what  purpofe  had  he 
faidfo?     Why  had  he  fo  warmly  trumpeted  the  refponfibi- 
ilty  of  minifters,  and  particularly  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
|*1  ue  ribband  ?  For  what,  but  in  the  fame  breath  to  defeat  the 
ufe  and  the  end  of  that  refponfibility,  and  to  convince  the 
Houfe  that  they  ought  not  to  exercife  their  right  and  power; 
to  {hew  that  the  noble  Lord  was  in  fa&  not  refponfible  in  this 

inftance, 
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instance,  for  if  there  was  any  blaime,  or  any  corruption,  or 
any  finifter  purpofes  in  view,  by  the  late  bargain,  it  was  not 
the  noble  Lord  who  was  the  criminal,  for  the  noble  Lord  was 
hon^il,  and  every  bcdy  acknowledged  that  he  had  clean 
hands;  his  Secretary,  his  friend,  Mr.  Atkinfon,  or  any  othet 
man  might  be  guilty  except  the  noble  Lord.  If  the  Houfe 
complains  of  the  condudr.  of  the  minifter,  the  accufer  imme- 
diately anfwers,  <•  Oh!  he  is  refponfible."  If  they  call  for 
an  enquiry  rwto  that  condudt,  and  think  it  neceffary  to  ex- 
ercife  their  powers  of  calling  him  to  an  account,  "  Oh!  he 
is  irrefponfifele  in  that  cafe,  for  being  honeft  and  difinterefted 
he  could  not  be  guilty.*  Thus  his  refponfibility  in  one  in- 
itance  is  to  filence  complaint,  his  irrefponfihihty  in  another 
is  to  ftifle  enquiry.  It  was  upon  fuch  a  ftyle  of  argument  - 
and  reafoning',  that  the  noble  Lord's  conduit,  had  been  at* 
tempted  to  be  defended  by  fo  zealous  a  friend,  and  fo  power- 
ful an  advocate ;  and  thefe  were  the  reafons  urged  with  fo 
.much  confidence  to  fliew,  that  the  loan,  having  been  negoti- 
ated by  others,  his  Lordfhip  was  free  from  all  blame.  But  when 
the  object  of  the  queftion  is  not  to  affix  blame,  but  to  know 
where  it  ought  to  be  fixed,  the  Houfe  is  then  informed  it  is 
perfectly  neddlefs  to  take  any  trouble  or  concern  in  the  mat- 
ter; it  iignifies  not  who  did  this,  or  who  did  that,  who  did 
fubfcribe,  and  who  did  not  fubfcribe,  whether  they  are  living 
men,  or  whether  they  are  dead,  whether  they  are  member* 
of  Parliament,  or  whether  they  are  footmen ;  whether  they 
are  bankers,  or  whether  they  are  bankers  -clerks ;  all  this  is 
perfectly  indifferent,  for  the  noble  Lord  is  folely  and  exclu- 
sively refponfible. 

After  prefenting  this  argument  m  a  great  variety  of  fhapeSf 
he  proceeded  to  another  point  which  had  been  mucharguedt 
"  That  the  bargain  had  been  approved  of  by  that  Houfe, 
and  that  the  terms  had  received  all  the  fan&ion  from  thele* 
giflature  neceffary  to  give  it  the  force  and  efficacy  of  a  law; 
and  that  consequently  it  would  be  nugatory  in  this  in  ft  a  nee. 
and  dangerous  in  point  of  precedent,  to  attempt  to  undo 
what  had  been  eflabliflied  by  all  the  forms  of  the  conftitution. 
Nugatory,  becaufe  the  evil,  if  any  exifted,  was  committedand 
was  irremediable;  dangerous,. becaufe  in  future  it  might  pre- 
vent the  minifter  from  borowing  upon  almoff  any  ternis, 
which  would  more  than  balance  any  poffible  advantage  whick 
might  be  derived  from  the  enquiry. 

There  was  one  general  fhort  anfwer  to  all  this;  that  if  the 
i  was  a  corrupt  and  improvident  one,,  or  corruptly  diftrf- 

buted, 


U  i78x«  DEBATES.  351 

rated,  that  the  public  had  a  right  to  have  it  reviewed ;  and 
hat  public  faith,  and  the  faith  ot  that  Houfe,  flood  no  farther 
dedged  to  the  performance  of  any  one  engagement  made  in 
heir  behalf,  by  thofe  entrufted  with  the  exeacife  of  the  exe- 
native  power  than  the  meafure  was  founded  in  equity  and 
uftice,  and  appeared  to  be  a  fair  bona  fide  tranfaclion.  In  the 
>refent  inftance,  there  was  prima  facie  evidence  that  the  bar^ 
pin  was  corrupt ;  that  it  was  fhamefully  waileful  and  impro* 
rident,  and  its  deftrufrion  was  fuch  as  to  hold  out  more  than 
preemptive  or  hypothetical  proofs,  that  the  public  were 
r$bbcd  and  cheated  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  the  money  of 
which  they  were  fo  notorioufly  plundered,  employed  to  the 
effecting  the  very  worft  and  moll  abandoned  purpofes. 

This  was  a  general  cnfvver  to  a  general  argument;  but 
when  the  particular  circumftances  which,  heobferved,  foirn- 
&A  the  ground  of  the  prefent  motion,  as  ftated  by  his  Hon. 
friend,  not  even  a  pretence  for  a  moment  longer  exifted  upon  - 
the  ground  of  general  realbning.  Some  men,  as  good  as  any 
in  the  city,  had  been  totally  reje&ed  ;  others,  of  a  like  de- 
fcription  had  not  got  a  tenth,  or  twentieth  of  what  they  had 
Wrote  for;  others  again,  he  would  allow  good  men,  had  got 
enormous  fums,  while,  betides,  a  number  of  mendicant,  poor, 
abfeure  perfons,  nominal  people,  &c.  had  had  their  names  fet 
iown  fon  mod  enormous  fums. 

So  far  as  to  the  point  of  diftribution  ;  then  as  to  the  a&ua! 
-onduft  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  independent  of 
rhofe  who  might  have  abufed  his  Lordfliip's  confidence.  This 
noble  Lord,  whom  the  learned  advocate  defer ibed  as  refpon- 
Gble,  was  exclufively  refponfible  in  the  in  fiance  he  was 
about  to  mention.  He  fliould  have  no  occafion,  he  prefum- 
ed,  to  go  into  an  enquiry  to  get  at  proofs,  becauie  it  muft  have 
aeen  known  to,  and  within  the  recollection  of,  every  perfon 
who  now  heard  him. 

He  would,  for  argument's  fake,  fuppofe  that  the  loa*i  was 
made  upon  the  heft  terms; — but  he  could  never  agree  that  the 
noble  Lord  was  juftiried  in  fraudulently  concealing  the  real 
terms  from  that  Houfe,  and  holding  out  others  of  totally  a 
different  nature.  His  private  fecretary,  Mr.  Atkinfon,  or  Mr. 
Atkinfon's  broker,  could  not  haveimpofed  upon  his  Loidfhip. 
The  faiSr.  he  alluded  to  was  this: — the  day  the  noble  Lord 
opened  the  budget  he  ftated  the  150  there  per  cents,  at  87I. 
or  58L  per  cent,  and  the.251.4  psr  cents.at  17I.  10s  computed 
*t  70;  and  the  lottery  ticket  at  about  i),  making  in  the 
Whole  105I.  iOs.  or  abpnvs  or  profit  of  5I.  10s.  Let  this  bar- 

gaia 
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gain  have  been  ever  (ofecretfy  corrupt,  which  he  fhould  by  : 
by  prove  it  was,  it  had  every  appearance  of  candour  and  op 
nefs. — If  it  was  a  bad  bargain,  it  was  an  open  one  one.  If  it 
ceived  the  fandtion  of  the  majdrity  of  that  Houfe  upon 
worft  of  motives,  which  he  believed  moft  fincerely  it  did, 
minifter  could  not  be  charged  with  fraud  as  well  as  rap. 

tut  when  to  this  5L  10s.  there  was  added  2I.  13s.  whid 
Durfe  increafed  the  bonus,  which  was  nominally  value 
|1.  1  os.  to  81.  3s.  4d.  this  he  contended  was  not  only  an  I 
'  breach  of  parliamentary  truft,  but  it  was  picking  the  pod 
of  the  public,  to  the  amount  of- between  three  and  four  I 
dred  thoufand  pounds,  in  addition,  to  upwards  of  fix  han< 
thoufand,  and  taken  out  of  thofe  pockets  in  a  more  di 
-manner. 

It  was  an  infult  put  upon  Parliament,  which  called 
moft  fignal  and  exemplary  punifliment ;  it  was  bafe  and  fc 
dalous  to  hold  out  to  that  Houfe,  that  the  bonus  was  only 
pounds  ten,  when  it  was  eight  pounds  three  {hillings; ; 
fervile  and  obedient  as  the  Houfe  was  known  to  be  to 
wifhes  and  mandates  of  the  Minifter,  he  protefted  moft 
lemnly  that  he  believed  Jhame  would  have  prevailed  in  t 
inftance  over  corruption  ;  and  if  the  Houfe  had  been  infon 
at  the  time  that  they  were  paying  away  eight  per  cent,  c 
million  of  money  for  the  loan,  with  a  capital  debt  nearly  d 
bled,  he  believed  the  noble  Lord  would  have  for  once  b 
out-voted. 

His  hon.  friend  who  made  the  motion  had  pointed  out 
two  fources  of  this  additional  increafe — the  di  [count  on 
prompt  or  rather  previous  payments  of  the  feveral  inftalmei 
into  which  the  fubfeription  had  been  divided;  and  the  cc 
mencement  of  intereft,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  thoi 
the  firft  payment  was  not  to  be  made  tilj  the  middle  of 
current  month. 

It  was  not  therefore  at  all  furprifing,  that  the  omnium  1 
the  firft  day  at  fo  high  a  premium,  becaufe  in  the  natur 
things  it  could  not  have  happed  otherwife;  for  on  that<i 
comparing  the  prices  of  the  feveral  ftocks,  allowing  notl 
for  fpeculation,  or  gambling  in  the  Alley,  the  day  after 
Budget  was  opened,  the  omnium  was  intrinfically  worth ei 
pounds  three  fhillings. 

It  was  true,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  week,  it  had  ft 
for  one  or  two  days  below  that  price,  which  he  eftimato 
par,  but  had  fince  again  got  up  to  its  natural  level ;  and 
hon.  friend  under  the  gallery,  who  feconded  the  motion,  1 
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affigned  a  moft  cogent  reafon  why  it  had  fallen.  What  had 
that  hon.  gentleman  faid,  but  that  in  order  to  defeat  the  ob- 
je&  of  this  enquiry,  which  the  noble  Lord  and  his  dependants 
lb  much  dreaded,  Mr.  Atkinfon,  on  the  Monday,  went  into 
the  Alley,  and  fold  ioo,oooI.  ftock,  and  the  next  day  as 
much  more.  What  was  the  language  of  Mr.  Atkinfon  and 
his  friends  on  that  occafion  ?  "  The  ftock  muft  be  depreci- 
ated ;  a  part  muft  befent  in  ;  the  market  muft  be  glutted;  the 
meaiure  is  become  ncceli'ary;"  but  even  with  thcie  artifices, 
and  with  promifes,  moft  likely  that  the  friends  of  Govern- 
ment fhould  be  no  lofcrs,  they  were  not  able  to  bring  down 
the  $mnium  lower  than  6  i-half,  and  that  only  for  a  iingle 
day.  It  afterwards  gradually  continued  to  rife,  and  was 
now,  as  he  had  heard  ftated,  up  at  its  intrin/ic  vajue.  Al- 
lowing, therefore,  for  the  effeft  of  fpeculation  on  one  fide, 
and  the  artifices  uled  to  depreciate  the  ftock  on  the  other,  as 
'well  as  the  number  of  needy  adventurers,  that  had  been  for- 
ced to  come  to  market  in  order  to  avoid  the  fir  ft  payment, 
he  believed  he  was  fully  authorized  to  affirm  that  the  bonus, 
both  in  computation,  real  value,  and  market  price,  was 
dearly  worth  to  the  lubferiber,  eight  pounds  and  three  (hil- 
lings per  cent. 

His  dedu&ion  from  thofe  faQs  were,  that  the  noble  Lord, 
as  Finance  Mini  Iter,  was  highly  criminal  in  his  own  per- 
fonal  conduct,  in  fo  groflly  deceiving  and  fraudulently  im- 
pofing  upon  that  Houfe,  that  his  bafenefs  in  concealing  the 
real  terms,  was  only  equalled  by  his  guilt  in  agreeing  to 
them,  and  that  if  no  other  faft  but  that  of  concealment 
alone  were  to  be  adduced  again  ft  him,  it  was  iufficient  to 
prove  that  he  had  made  a  corrupt  bargain  with  an  evil  de- 
fign,  namely,  with  an  intention  of  corrupting  whoever, 
within  or  without  that  Houic,  might  be  fit  inftruments  of 
fupporting  his  power,   or  increaling  his  influence. 

The  learned  Lord  had  tiumpcrtcd  forth  the  praifes  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  and  made  his  eulogy  in  very 
high  terms  of  panegyric.  He  had  mixed  in  the  courfe  of  his 
oration  a  particular  fad)  which  came  within  his  own  know- 
ledge. The  noble  Lord  had  told  him  this,  the  noble  Lord 
had  told  him  that;  the  learned  Lord  gave  his  opinion  un- 
fought,  and  forgot  to  fay  whether  any  grateful  acknowledge- 
ment had  been  made.  The  learnr  d  Lord  had  appeared  in 
leveral  charaders  in  that  Houfe,  he  had  now  added  another 
to  them.  He  held  himlcif  forth  as  the  noble  Lord's  ad- 
vifer ;  but  what  does  all  this  mighty  information  amount  to, 
(uppofing  it  to  be  corrtftly  and  faithfully  ftated  ?  to  this :— - 
Vox,.  II.  Z  z  to 
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to  the  confirmation  of  what  the  noble  Lord  himfelf  told  the 
Committee  the  firft  day  of  opening  the  loan*  that  the  ftb- 
fcribers  would  give  no  more  than  55  for  3  per  cents,  and  68 
for  4  per  cents,  but  that  waiting  from  the  Friday  till  Mon- 
day, in  the  interim*  news  of  ^  tendency  to  peace  arrived; 
and  that  his  Lordlhip  profited  of  the  intellrgerice,  the  coflfe- 
quence  of  which  was^  that  the  former  were  valued  in  the 
bargain  with  the  fubferibers  at  58,  and  the  latter  at  70. 
Now  the  efFeft  of  the  above  curious  narrative  was  no  more 
than  the  merit  arifing  from  not  given  1 1  inftead  of  8  per 
cent,  profit  on  the  oinnium  ;  and  in  argument  it  was  fair  to 
fay,  that  was  no  merit  at  all ;  for  it  might  be  dangerous  to 
make  too  bad  a  bargain,  a  middling  bad  one  might,  and  he 
was  fure  would,  have  anfwered  every  purpofe  of  the  noble 
Lord  better  than  a  grofs,  notorious,  flagrant  bad  one. 
There  was  a  knack  in  cheating,  which  would  in  fome  meaforo 
inl'urc  the  property,  as  well  as  temporary  poffeffion  of  frau- 
dulent gain;  whereas,  when  the  fraud  Was  too  palpable  and 
grofs,  the  enormity  of  the  impofition  rifqued  a  lots  of  the 
whole. 

But  tvhat  did  this  prove,  allowing  it  to  be  true  in  its  fulleft 
extent  r  That  the  noble  Lord  was  a  perfon  of  private  integrity} 
that  he  was  above  being  guilty  of  peculation  for  his  own 
private  advantage;  and  consequently  that  his  bands  were 
clean  of  the  public  money.  He  did  not  want  to  be  told  all 
this  by  the  learned  Lord  ;  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe  it 
to  be  true  *  but  what  then  ?  The  noble  Lord's  hands  are 
clean :  the  loan  might  be  a  bad  or  good  one;  but  whether 
good  or  bad,  the  noble  Lord  is  a  difinterefted  perfon.  Now, 
for  his  part,  in  every  point  of  view,  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  it  was  a  public  misfortune  that  the  noble  Lord's 
hands  were  clean,  whilft  thofe  of  his  friends  and  dependant* 
were  (b  dirty  and  interefted.  It  would  have  been  better  for 
the  nation,  in  every  refpedt,  that  half  the  profits  had  gone 
into  the  pockets  of  the  noble  Lord,  ancTthe  other  half  had 
been  fet  off  to  the  credit  of  the  nation,  tblin  diverted  to  the 
pernicious  and  corrupt  purpofes  to  which  they  had  been  di- 
verted. He  knew  the  noble  Lord's  cautio^  and  addrefs ;  he 
was  perfuaded,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  tranfaftion  would 
have  been  fo  conducted,  as  not  to  give  public  fcandal  or 
offence ;  befides,  his  Lordfhip  would  a&9  it  might  be  pre- 
fumed,  with  particular  caution,  and  be  careful  of  rilkiogtoo 
much,  or  trufting  to  events  which  might  draw  after  them 
the  punifhment,  fuch  a  crime,  if  difcovered,  would  dc- 
fcrve.    In  the  prefent  inftancc  he  might  be  as  lavifh  ash* 

Plcafcd; 
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fed ;  he  was  innocent !  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  he  was  difin- 
ilecl.  This  was  a  mere  fpecious,  deceptious  pretence  ;  it 
fall  of  fallacy  ;  the  noble  Lord,  though  his  hands  might 
lean,  was  not  difinterefted ;  if  he  made  an  improvident 
;ain  for  the  purpofe  of  corrupting  the  Members  of  that 
ife;  if  he  employed  the  influence  arifing  from  that  cor- 
ion  to  the  fuppbrtof  his  own  power,  he  was  not  an  inno- 
,  but  a  guilty  man,  highly  meriting  public  execration, 
exemplary  punifhraent. 

'hat  he  had  done  it  in  the  prefent  inltance  was  fclf  evi- 
.  The  noble  Lord  would  never  have  been  in vired  into 
e,  but  upon  condition  of  promifing  to  cany  into  execu- 
themeai'uresfZw/^out  to  him  refpefting  America.  He 
W  not  have  been  foffered  to  remain  in  office,  had  he  re- 
i  to  carry  on  the  American  war.  Had  the  nation  been 
to  its  own  free,  unbiaffed  judgment,  it  would  never  have 
entcd,  at  lead  if  it  had,  it  would  never  have  periifted  in 
obfttnate  profecution  of  it,  after  certain  events  had  taken 
e,  after  t  ranee  and  Spain  had  feverally  declared  againft, 
His  acquiefcence  in  thofe  we*k  and  wicked  meafures, 
ladly  commencing,  and  more  madly  pcrfrvering  in  that  ac- 
ed  war,  was  the  price  of  his  place.  His  power  could 
be  upheld  without  influence,  nor  that  influence  be  pro- 
d  without  corruption.  Would  any  gentleman  contend, 
n  one  man  made  profits  within  a  year,  by  contrafts,  equal 
n  ample  fortune ;  when  another's  ftated  income  Was  equal 
princely  revenue ;  when  a  third  got  half  a  million,  a 
died  thoufand,  or  forty  thoufand  pounds  omnium,  equal 
in  annual  income  of  twenty,  ten,  eight,  five,  or  even 
thoufand  pounds  —  Was  there  any  man  who  heard  him 
i  could  believe  or  fuggeft  a  doubt,  that  perfons  coming 
lin  thofe  defer ipt ions  had  a  free  choice  or  unbiaffedyityt* 
it  J  Was  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  they  could  prefer  the  in* 
ft  of  their  country  to  the  amafling  great  and  fplendid  for-* 
»j  or  to  anfwer  their  immediate  wants  ?  It  was  abfurd 
monftrous  even  to  mention  or  preft  it  ferioufly  in  argu- 
it ;  when,  therefore,  it  was  faid,  dire&ly,  or  implied, 
:the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  was  a  difinterefted  min, 
tifi  he  derived  no  immediate  pecuniary  emolument  from 
tranfa&ion  under  confederation,  it  betrayed  great  art,  or 
>tal  ignorance  of  human  nature,  and  of  the  noble  Lord, 
t  was  true,  the  noble  Lord  had  often  afferted  in  that 
ufe,  and,  he  prefumed,  out  of  ir,  that  he  never  fought  his 
feat  fituation ;  wiihed  not  to  retain  it ;  but  to  get  out  of 
Zz^  it 
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1  cooU  be  got  id  faceted*    Yet 
me  oobk  LoVd,  but  tm  eofttaft, 
1  tbc  pc£>  ac     He  hid  felt  titorubca- 
taj  SUO  boi  huniclf  tired  of 

r^oclock,  ootwUhftamiiog 

oc  oofefe  Load  s^r  ponea**  to  toe  *cor  trary ,  that  tip 

4t  *rfrr,  aod  love  of  po«*?9  ****  predognnaut  io  bis 

dtatbc  *a*  ready  to  iac;i&-e  every 

xt'octeiatofln,  aodevo?  ibiog 

a£  10  itzcv  bco  vbea  ofeavotdL 

swm  ratW  seal  ogeaok^w  of  the  man,  asd  the 

^xx  begot  pc  ma 

\  «bkk  kmd  to  fat  the  cuufoim  and 
6  al  km  pmmwi — ibe  learned  Lard's  argttflifiit 
to  tecctvx  and  roilkad  their  10 
£  W3f  *6teasdt  <*  A  mas  fciteccd  ia  ihc  grotFeti  pi 
T  be  »ce>e  Lor  va*  sot  a  vmorerdbed  mao»  but  for  ibt 

rfcmtlH  ctcry  ih«ogv  ai»J  ie- 
fes  ova  View*  by  aay  mcao**  He  bad 
t  eft  Eogtaodj  aa>J  the  coootr>  gtottccncc, 
aa  Avcccao  jwmm  aolyatm  t^w  bwteaa,  wheo  be  knew 
wzrt  orS  u-U  it  sit  totMJ  *fiapt*a>cabic;  but  11  wat  bi 
acr  rie  ^ad  r*&  rSc  aatJOA  any  paalKooa 

and  taonaoed  a*  bcadrtc  tboottoi  ima  ia  tie  quarrel, 
kmf  :WAcibme}  weak  * n  away,  and 

tht  biev  -;;p,      Theie  were kil 

jyjqi  <c* ;  bc*v  U  ■  The  people  were 

opprt&td  wi-i  uix*  bet  cad  bo*m.g*  Every  nccdUty  of 
tic,  or  cooafeftaUfr  tiyjmnetf,  cune  oouUr  advanced  in 
pott  lo  tic  «po*mriE>ai  ai*s  vaoiunjer  ;  trailer 

tbe  pretradeJ  z*ac  of  iuxur  c  ^ragt,   whether  fnull 

or  ftrosg*  tobacco,  tan-.  e  articles  ttbicb,  to  a 

-saed   ooipJbiU,  wefc  ranted  ;  even 
fait ;  fti  eg  wat  deateJ  biai.    in  ik 

ft*-  djqgic&£*  ef  rrta;arai^i  from  toil  aod  Labooi,  *hta  be 
m  vtfli  rcr  the  Hchc  of  Htuca  to  cbear  him,  hji  very 
wladoari  vert  oK.gcdm  be  deed  up*  ia  order  to  eicapc  die 
cravicgi  of  tbe  rapackuu  taa-gatbcTcr ;  aad  if  a  chini  ww 
•pen,  fee  oodtrflood  that  it  waa  io  the  cootcoi|iia:iQn 
of  tfac  nohiz  Lor  J  10  compel  tbc  derotedy  import  nfi>c^f 
though  Ubonooa  and  iodiftnous  coaa,  to  flop  it  op,  by  a  mm 
tix  upon  the  ri§ht  of  oatnic*     B«t  what  of  all  iL. 

ttDoo  oOJucoi  were  to  be  ycariy  Uiiihcd  :  orxamof 

bfeod 
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>]ood  to  be  fpilt ;  the  laft  fliilltng  was  to  be  filched,  or  picked 
>m  of  the  pocket  of  the  mod  ufeful  part  of  the  community. 
^11  Europe  was  to  be  menaced  and  invited  to  Angle  combat 
with  this  Jcvoted  country,  and  the  earnings  thus  extorted 
pvere  to  be  picked  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people,  to  be 
transferred  into  thoic  of  the  noble  Lord's  friends  -7-  and  for 
iwhat  ?  not  to  recover  America— America  was  given  up — no, 
bpt  to  Kipport  the  noble  Lord's  power,  which  depended  upon 
the  vile  and  romantic  expectation  of  fubduing  America, 
"which  was,  he  was  perfuaded,  irrecoverably  loft.  Thefc 
^rerc  'he  merits,  theie  were  the  claims  on  which  the  noble 
XorJ  wa«  entitled  to  be  confidered  as  a  difintercfted  man. 

After  having  been  very  full  on  the  difintereftednels  of  the 
noble  Lord,  he  entered  into  particulars  refpedting  the  loan, 
and  its  diftribution. 

The  learned  Lord  had  left  every  part  of  the  distribution 
Undefended,  but  what  refpecled  a  defcription  of  men  in  that 
Houfe,  whom  he  was  plcafed  to  call  timid,  and  affected  with 
weak  nerves ;  he  expected  the  noble  Lord  would  have  farther 
Qrgcd  the  pica  of  weak  nerves,  Thofe  gentlemen,  he  fays, 
liflike  clamour,  have  an  horror  to  be  made  the  fubject  of 
public  animadverfion,  «nd  of  being  held  forth  in  newfpaper*, 
tnd  other  libellous  and  licentious  publications  :  now,  how  a 
Han  could  poffihly  be  uncafy,  or  fuffer  in  his  feelings,  on 
laving  his  conduct  animadverted  upon,  when  confeious  of 
icting  right,  not  only  of  acting  in  the  known  capacity  of  a 
Memtx*  of  that  Houfe,  as  had  been  contended  for  by  the 
xarneci  Lord,  (he  meant  the  character  of  a  fubferiber)  but  as 
t  friend  to  his  country,  was  more  than  he  could  well  account 
For.  It  was  a  lawful  aft  in  the  firft  place;  it  was  a  mark  of 
the  Miniftcr'sy^ar  and  regard ;  it  was  commendable  tofup- 
port  Government.  How  then  could  fqch  public  claims  of 
pent  be  fuppofed  to  affect  the  nerves ?  It  might  to  fomc  feem 
paradoxical,  but,  when  explained,  would  effect  two  things :  it 
would  (hew  that  thofe  gentlemen's  nerves  were  not  (o  radi- 
cally weak  as  people  might  be  apt  to  imagine  ;  —  it  would 
fliew,  that  however  confeioui  of  their  own  innocence  %  they  dare 
not  truft  to  appearances,  nor  meet  public  opinion.  He  would 
(peak  opt:— the  truth  was,  that  thofe  gentlemen  had  gqt  part 
of  the  fubfeription  under  pominal  01  ideal  names :  it  was 
fqually  evident  that  they  knew  the  loan  was  a  Wone,  and 
thtjfelt,  for  reaibns  beft  known  to  thcmfelves,  that  it  was  a 
fgrritf  t  one.  They  were  defirous  therefore  to  enjoy  the  a<]- 
''•+.'  va^tagc^ 
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vantages,  without  fharing  the  deferred  odium  their  condufi 
Would  draw  after  it.  They  were  perfons  whofe  charaden,  v. 
though  long  fufpefted,  had  not  been  yet  publicly  known  or 
decided.  They  fbrunk  from  what  others  equally  corrap 
boldly  met,  who,  if  they  bad  no  other  merit,  had  not  tkt 
bafenefs  attached  to  thole  weak  nerves.  They  might  hi* 
their  reafons  too  :  they  would  go  down  to  their  connitucati, 
thefe  very  conftituents  whom  they  had  plundered,  and  (bare 
the  plunder  with  all  the  pretended  virtue  of  honeft  men;  ud 
with  an  air  of  confidence,  and  a  fham  of  hypocrily,  joiak 
the  general  cenfure  and  refentmept  due  to  thofe  who  far 
place  and  emolument  had  fold  their  country;  while  thw 
themfelves,  without  any  claim  of  merit,  any  duty  anne«4 
and  with  a  falfe  character,  had  dopofited  in  their  pockcfi 
five,  or  perhaps  ten  times  the  fura  that  the  pepfioner  ar 
placeman  derived  from  his  grant  or  office, 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  ipoke  early  on  the  otbtr 
fide,  and  the  leaded  Lord,  talked  or  former  <admimftratK»i» 
and  the  fources  of  influence  they  poflfefTed  and  employed* 
The  argument  might  be  a  good  one  upon  any  other  occafion 
but  the  prefent,  for  he  fhould  ftate  a  few  fa£b,  which,  he 
trufted,  would  prove  beyond  qqeftion  that  lo^na  or  corrupt 
distributions  conftituted  no  part  of  the  influence  of  the  Crows  j 
in  thofe  days.   He  was  ready  to  admit  the  general  argqmcatf  j 
but  not  the  application.    He  wsp  fully  fenfible  that  every  ad-  } 
miniftration  that  ever  had,  or  ever  might  e*ift  in  this  coo* 
try,  would  make  a  difference  between  their  friends  and  advert  . 
lanes,  their  fupportcr*  and  opponents.    It  was  a  natural  cea-  • 
feouence  of  political  connection  ;  and  it  would  be  monftrotl 
indeed  if  Nfinifters  ihould  fet  a  mark  upon  their  friends,  tod 
Chcrifh  and  favour  their  opponents.    So  far  the  principli  if 
connexion  and  favour  was  juftified  by  experience.    But  wh« 
it  was  contended,  as  it  had  beep  on  thi«  day,  that  be  the  Ion  ■ 
ever  fo  bad  or  corrupt,  or  its  diftribution  ever  fo  partial,  the 
noble  Lord  had  a&ed  right,     Th"  was  at  once  acknowledging 
that  the  loan  was  fo  made,  for  the  very  purpofe  the  moots 
was  directed  to  difcover,  and  therefore  it  was  not  making  aft  1 
of  an  old-eftabliftied  fource  of  influence,  for  the  ftrength  sad 
Support  of  Government,  but  creating  the  means  of  influence 
never  before  thought  of  but  in  one  fingle  infttnee. 

He  then  read  the  bonus  on  the  omnium  on  the  opening  of 
the  budgets  of  1758,  1755,  1760,  1761,  the  laft  year  oftfce 
Duke  of  Newcastle's  administration,  and  1762,  during  tbtf 
of  Lord  Bute.    The  firft  of  thofe  years  the  bonus  was  but  . 

*  ■  -     1 
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1 -4th  ontrco  millions,  the  next  at  I -half  percent,  difcount 
«i  four  millions,  the  third  at  1  i-half,  the  fourth  about  1  a 
t-4thfc,  though  twelve  millions  were  borrowed  both  years. 
rhh  fiobte  Duke  in  all  his  loans  had  fhewn,  what  it  is  the 
taty,  and  what  the  virtoe  of  a  Minifter  to  obferve.  This 
+U  a  time  of  war,  and  it  was  the  time  which  the  friends  of 
lie  prefent  Miniftry  thought  proper  to  felefi  and  brand  with 
he  name  of  extravagance ;  and  yet  in  all  thefe  times,  it  was 
iot discovered,  that  douceurs  on  loans  were  among  the  fources 
if  miniftdrial  influence.  Lord  Bute's  loan  was  the  firft  in- 
ftaoce  of  abandoned  extravagance  in  this  way.  The  princi- 
ple was  then  introduced,  and  his  was  the  only  example  to  be 
ftfctad  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country.  At  one  time  it  rofe,  he 
believed,  fo  high  as  9  per  cenr.  but  then  it  was  not  the  terms 
kpotthe  extraordinary  advance  upon  the  lottery  ticket,  which 
roffc  to  four  pounds  ten  (hillings,  on  account  that  there  were 
two  lotteries  that  year.  Thus  it  was  clear,  that  the  influence 
heated  by  the  loan  was  of  modern  invention,  that  never 
Operated  but  once,  and  that  partly  from  the  reafon  he  men- 
tioned, and  perhaps  other  unforcfeen,  adventitious  caul'cs. 

After  anlwering  Mr.  Adam  very  fully,  and  replying  almoft 
tottery  thing  which  had  been  urged  on  the  other  fide,  he  re- 
commenced a  ftfeond  attack  upon  the  ftoblc  Lord  in  the  blue 
tibband,  reminding  his  Lord  (hip  of  having  dared  his  honour- 
able friend  who  feconded  the  motion,  and  now,  when  he  ac- 
tfcpttd  of  the  challenge,  haiely  foeaking  away,  and  covering 
htmfelf  from  open  flume,  public  detection,  and  conviction, 
through  the  means  of  a  lervile  and  devoted  majority.  He 
then  recapitulated  all  the  leading  heads  of  his  ipecch,  and 
Oiled  upon  the  noble  Lord  to  ft  and  forth  boldly,  like  a  man, 
tod  defend  himfelf,  or  by  his  file  nee  confefs  that  he  was  fairly 
tonvi&td  of  having  made  an  improvident  and  corrupt  bar- 
maid in  the  char  after  of  public  truftce,  and  of  having  prof- 
turned  the  power  of  his  office  to  the  moft  abandoned,  wicked, 
pernicious,  and  diihoneft  purpofes. 

Lord  North,  after  a  few  introductory  obfenrations,  faid,  he  W.  ivVrt-. 
fcfede'DO  doubt  but  his  conduft  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
kxui,  and  the  deftribution  of  it,  was  fuch  as  would  be  fuffi- 
rient  to  juftify  him  in  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe  and  the  pub- 
tfc,  and  that  it  was  the  moft  advantageous  that  could  poffibly 
be  made,  under  the  given  circumftances.  He  had  been 
charged  with  having  negotiated  and  made  a  bargain  for  the 
labile  "upon  the  moft  corrupt  motives,  and  to  effeft  the  molt 
pernicious  purpofes.  He  had  been  accufed  of  having  plun- 
dered the  public,  and  of  picking  the  pocket*  of  the  people. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  were  heavy  accufations,  and  called  for  a  proof  fuitablc 
to  the  enormity  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  him.     He  could 
fay,  that  they  were  unfounded  and  unjuft.     He  was  ready  to 
acknowledge,  that  from  fubfequent  circumftances,  the  bargaia 
bad  proved  rather  difadvantageous  to  the  public;  he  was  forry 
for  it:  but  he  could  fairly  and  truly  declare,  that  it  was 00 
fault  of  his  that  it  had  done  fo.     The  honourable  gentleman, 
with  his  wonted  ability  and  flow  of  language,  had  endeavour- 
ed to  fix  the  charges  of  fraud  and  concealment  upon  him,  on 
account  of  his  manner  of  dating  the   profits  which  woold 
accrue  tothefubferibers,  and  had,  upon  that  preemption,  ac- 
culed  him  of  having  deceived  and  milled  that  Houl'e.    He 
was  happy   in  having  lb  many  witnelies  prefent  now,  who 
were  like  wile  prefent  at  the  tranfa&ion,  which  was  fuppofed 
to  give  birth  to  that  charge.    The  ccnclufion  drawn  from  the 
fadt,  if  true,  was  not,  however,  well  founded,  for  the  profits 
upon  the  discounts  were  by  no  means  fo  much  as  what  had 
been  ftated  by  the  honourable  Baronet  who  made  the  motion, 
or  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  followed  his  computa- 
tions :  nor  was  the  intereft  arifing  between  the  clay  of  the 
tirft  payment  fo  confiderable  as  it  had  been  reprefentod.    The 
intereft  did  not  commence  but  from  the  month  of  January; 
the  firft  payment  was  made  on  Thurfday  fe'n night,  an  inter- 
val only  of  between  fix  and  feven  weeks  ;  conl'equently  the 
computation  was  erroneous,  the  extra  profits  not  being  much 
more  than  half  what  had  been  mentioned  by  the  two  honour- 
able gentlemen.     80  much  as  to  the  amount  of  the  conceal- 
ment: as  to  the  concealment  itlelf,  he  would  juft  ftatt  what 
grounds  there  were  for  that  accufation.     He  was  ready  to 
confefs,  that  when  he  made  up  the  account,  he  ftated  the 
I'jius  only  at  5I.  ios.  and  in  this,  he  flattered  himfelf,  he 
was  fully  juftified  by  the   cuftom  and  the  ufages  of  that 
Houfe  ;  and  that  in  omitting  to  add  thofe  profits,  he  by  do 
means  intended  to  conceal  any  part  of  them,  nor  in  fift  did 
conceal  them ;  for  though  he  had  not  mentioned  them  at 
conflicting  a  part  of  the  bonus ^  he  enumerated  them  in  the 
vilual  and  eftablifhed  language  of  the  Chancellors  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  others  in  office.  * 

He  appealed  to  gentlemen,  if,  when  he  talked  of  the  far- 
plus  of  the  new  taxes,  he  did  not  add,  that  that  furplus,  io 
the  firft  inftance,  would  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  in- 
ter eft  incurred  between  the  preceding  day  the  ftock  was  to 
bear  intereft,  and  the  day  of  the  firft  payment ;  he  was  per-  I 
fuaded,  there  was  not  an  honourable  gentleman  that  heard 
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him,  who  would  not  bear  tcftimony  to  the  truth  of  that  af- 
fertion.  As  to  the  difcount  on  the  loan,  or  refpeftive  inftal- 
ments,  it  was  the  conftant  ufage  of  Parliament  to  allow  it 
upon  prompt  depofits ;  it  had  been  the  invariable  rule  of 
Parliament  and  office,  as  long  as  he  knew  any  thing  of 
either ;  he,  therefore,  thought  it  totally  unnecefiary  to  par- 
ticularife  thefe  two  advantages*  The  nature  of  it  was  this  ; 
that  iff  before  the  refpeftive  days  of  payment,  a  fubferiber 
or  holder  of  fcrip  came  and  tendered  the  fum  growing  due, 
he  received  a  difcount  of  three  per  cent,  this,  it  was  clear, 
was  not  an  abfolute,  cont'equential  advantage  veiled  in  the 
fubferiber,  but  a  conditional  one,  of  which  he  might  or  might 
not  avail  himfelf:  thedilcount  did  not  run  through  the  whole 
time,  nor  continue  a  year;  it  was  frequently  not  convenient 
to  the  fubferiber  to  advance  his  money  before  the  regular  day 
of  payment ;  confequently,  under  theie  feveral  circumftances, 
he  was  entitled  to  affirm,  that  inftead  of  three  per  cent,  on 
the  loan,  the  difcount  did  not  amount  to  one  and  a  half;  and 
as  to  the  commencement  of  intereft  from  an  antecedent  day, 
it  was  the  fame  in  all  loans ;  fo  that,  whether  the  faft  of  con- 
cealment was  confidered,  on  the  amount  of  thofe  two  fpecieg 
of  additional  profit,  which  he  had  not  computed,  or  added  to 
the  5I.  ioe.  bonus 9  he  was  well  warranted  to  fay,  that  there 
was  no  aftual  or  implied  concealment,  in  one  id  fiance,  and 
that  the  profits  faid  to  be  concealed  in  the  other,  were  not  any- 
thing like  what  they  had  been  reprefented.  But  independent 
of  what  he  laid  at  the  time  of  opening  the  budget,  or  of  what 
be  had  a  right  to  avail  himfelf,  as  eftablifhed  by  cuftom,  he 
had  one  other  anfwer,  which  Ihould  fuffice  in  place  of  all  the 
reft,  he  appealed  to  the  written  documents  on  the  table,  to  the 
Journals  of  the  Houfe,  whether  in  the  refolutions  which  he 
moved,  the  difcount*  on  the  prompt,  or  previous  payment  of 
the  feveral  inftalmcnts,  and  the  commencement  of  the  inte- 
reft of  the  loan  at  an  antecedent  day,  were  not  fpecifically 
flared  ?  The  concealment,  therefore,  imputed  to  him, 
amounted  to  this :  a  refolution  moved  in  a  very  full  com- 
mittee; a  refolution,  at  the  time  fully  tnveftigated  and  dif* 
cuffed  ;  a  refolution,  debated  upon  the  reporr,  and  finally 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.  If  this  was  adding  fraud  to  rapine, 
and  picking  the  pockets  of  that  Houfe  and  the  nation,  he  was 
,  guilty  ;  if  not,  then  he  was  free  to  fay,  that  the  accufation 
mufr.  have  originated  in  great  ignorance,  or  premeditated 
falfehood. 
The  bargain,  called  a  corrupt  bargain,  and  fecretly  tranfc 
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jaded,  could  not  be  in  any  fenfe  called  fo.     It  was  neither  fe- 
cret  nor  corrupt,  and  he  would  give  his  reafons : 

That  it  was  not  fecret,  it  was  enough  to  obferve,  that  tbe 
tranfa&ion  happened  in  the  prefence  of  feveral  witnefies,  that 
every  negotiation,  previous  \6   its  being  finally  ftruck,  was 
open.     It  was  ufual  for  the  Treafury,  on  fuch  occafioris,    to 
apply  to  the  monied  men,  in  confequence  of  which,  appoint- 
ments and  interviews  fucceeded.     The  current  price  of  flocks 
was  the  bafis  on  which  both  parties  proceeded*     Three  per 
cents,  were  at  the  time  at  58,  and  4  per  cents,  in  proportion. 
He  wifhed  to  have  the  former  eftimated  at  the  prices  which 
afterwards  toojk  place ;  but  after  many  reafons  offered,  and 
much  converfation,  the  gentlemen  with  whom   he  treated 
flood  peremptorily  at  55  for  the  3  per  cents,  and  68  for  the  4 
per  cents,  in  confequence  of  which  the  negotiation  feemed  to 
be  at  an  end,  and  he  parted  with  the  gentlemen  on  the  idea 
that  nothing  more  could  be  done  with  them  in  the  bufinefs. 

In  the  interim,  accounts  were  received,  which  feerhed  to 
lead  to  a  pacification.  The  flocks  rofe  in  confequence  of  this 
pfbfptft ;  and  therefore  when  the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  • 
treated  met  him  on  the  Monday,  though  they  continued  to 
adhere  to  the  fame  principle  of  computation,  they  offered  the 
fame  terms  on  the  Monday,  which  they  had  before  refufed. 
They  were  contented  to  take  the  3  per  cents,  at  58  inflead  of 
55,  and  the  4  per  cents,  at  70  inflead  of  68,  which  was  their 
firft  propofition. 

Upon  thefe  terms  the  bargain  was  ftruck ;  and  here  he  beg- 
ged leave  to  make  an  obfervation  or  two.  The  negotiation 
"was  of  fome  continuance ;  reafons  were  urged,  and  propofi- 
tions  were  made  on  both  fides ;  both  parties  adhered  to  their 
own  ideas,  and  the  negotiation  broke  off'  in  confequence  of 
the  difference  of  opinion  which  arofe  between  the  negotiating 
parties. 

'  It  was  fair  to  prefume,  under  thefe  circumftances,  that  it 
was  not  a  corrupt  bargain  :  it  was  clear  it  could  not  be  a  fe- 
cret  one,  and  for  this  reafon,  becaufe  every  thing  which  paffed 
between  the  Treafury  Board  and  thofc  who  were  confulted' 
as  to  the  terms  of  the  loan,  paffed  in  the  prefence  of  thirty 
perfons  or  more. 

He  could  not  think,  all  circumftances  weighed,  that  the 
terms  offered  by  the  fubferibers  were  exorbitant,  confidering 
t}ie  price  of  flocks  at  the  time;  nor  could  he  much  lefs  think, 
that  the  bargain  was  an  improvident.or  apparently  difadvanta- 
geous  one  when  ftruck;  and  if  for  no  other  reafon,  for  the  fol- 
lowing :  the  flock  to  be  funded  was  18  millions  3  per  cent. 
1  and 
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and  three  millions  4  per  cent.  The  fubfcribers,  who  were 
compofed  of  fome  of  the  Dire&ors  of  the  Bank,  Eaft-  India 
and  other  companies,  bankers,  and  others,  laid  particular 
ftrefs  upon  fo  great  a  quantity  of  (lock  coming  fuddenly  into 
the  market,  and  the  effeft  it  muft  neceffanly  have  on  the 
price  of  the  other  funds.  When,  therefore,  at  one  period 
.(on  the  Friday)  3  per  cents,  were  at  58,  and  afterwards  (on 
Monday)  when  they  were  6 r,  it  was  natural  to  prefume,  that 
the  plenty,  or  overflow  of  ftock,  would  lower  its  nominal 
value.  He  confeffed  he  felt  it  in  that  light  himfelf,  though, 
perhaps,  not  to  the  extent  it  was  urged ;  and  though  the 
{peculation  was  not  exaftly  confirmed  by  the  event,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  it  at  all  improbable  or  ill  founded.  The 
reports-of  an  approaching  pacification  gave  a  value  to  all  the 
funds,  which,  perhaps,  would  not  be  otherwife  allowed 
them  ;  and  when  there  was  a  profpeft  of  a  riling  profit,  it 
was  reafonable  to  prefume,  that  much  would  be  hazarded  on 
the  principle  of  fpeculation. 

Some  other  modes  of  railing  the  fupplies,  he  acknowledged, 
had  been  fuggefted  in  the  Committee  ;  but  he  was  pleafed  to 
find,  that  none  of  them  united  the  two  principal  objects  he 
had  in  vew  fo  well  as  that  he  adopted.  Much  had  been  faid 
about  an  increafe  of  capital.  As  he  faid  then,  the  objeft 
of  capital  was  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing ;  his  wifh  was 
to  procure  the  money  topon  the  beft  terms ;  that  is,  upon 
terms  which  would  call  for  the  fmalleft  annual  payments. 
He  had  effected  it;  for  if  he  had  adoped  the  only  plan  which 
was  fuggefted,  he  muft  have  loaded  the  nation  upwards  of 
lOO,OOol.  a  year  more  than  by  the  terms  of  the  prefent  loan 
it  was  obliged  to  pay  :  that  is,  inftead  of  66o,oool.  the  na- 
tion would  be  loaded  with  an  annual  payment  of  780,000!. 
fo  that  fo  far  from  wantonly  or  unneceftarily  loading  the  na- 
tion, the  loan  negociated  had  a  direft  contrary  effeft :  for 
ipftead  of  adding  to  the  burdens  of  the  people,  it  tended  to 
lighten  them  in  the  proportion  of  more  than  one  part  out  of 
feven. 

It  was  much  preffed,  as  a  proof  of  the  improper  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  fubfeription,  that  thofe  who  loft  by  the  loan  of 
1778,  were  either  totally  excluded,  or  fuch  as  were  not,  got 
in  the  prefent  but  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  what  they  wrote 
for.  The  fa&  might  be  true  as  ftated,  though  he  did  not 
know  it  was ;  and  yet  thofe  gentlemen  who  fubferibed  in 
1778,  but  who  had  no  part  of  the  prefent  fubfeription,  would 
have  no  right  to  complain  ;  for  there  had  been  two  profitable 
loans  to  the  fubfcribers  fince,  and  it  might  be  prefumed,  that 
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the  tofers  at  the  former  period  might  have  been  partakers  of 
the  profits  fin cc,  and  have  been  made  ample  amends  for  their 
former  difappomtment. 

He  heard  feveral  names  mentioned,  Meffrs.  Stratton  ancf 
Co.  Mr.  Bordieu,  &c.  He  did  not  recollect  the  firft.  He 
remembered  Mr.  Bordieu,  and  recolle&ed  well,  that  he  had 
been  a  confiderable  fubferiber  Laft  year,  if  not  the  year  be- 
fore; confequently,  though  he  had  been  a  lofer  in  1778,  the 
profits-  he  might  have  made  fince,  it  was  probable,  more  than 
compenfated  his  former  lofs. 

But  he  did  not  think  himfelf  exaftly  bound  to  anfwer  for 
events  of  this  nature.  It  was  probable,  that  gentlemen  who 
iubferibed  in  1778,  fubferibed  with  a  profpeft  of  advantage; 
and  there  was  no  doubt  but  a  riique  attended  every  tranfac- 
tion  of  this  nature.  He  was  free  to  confefs,  that  he  could 
not  undertake  to  make  fuch  a  distribution  as  was  likely  to 
pltafe  all.  In  1778,  there  were  but  240  perfons  offered  ;  in 
j 779,  fix  hundred  and  odd;  in  1780,  eleven  hundred  and 
upwards ;  and  in  the  prefent  year,  fixteen  hundred. 

He  would  fubmit  to  gentlemen  how  difficult  it  muft  be  to 
feleft  with  precifion  out  of  fo  great  a  number,  in  fo  fhort  a 
time,  confidering  too  the  immenfe  Aim  that  was  offered,  up- 
wards of  forty  millions.  In  that  cafe  he  had  done  as  well  as 
he  could — the  fubfeription  was  divided  among  eleven  hundred 
perfons,  many  of  them  known,  and  feveral  recommended. 
Upon  that  principle  he  had  formed  his  lift,  and  all  he  thought 
neceffary  to  add  on  the  occafion  was,  that' no  perfon  what- 
ever, to  his  knowledge,  had  been  rejefted  on  account  of  his 
avowed  or  fufpefted  principles.  A  preference,  it  was  fup- 
pofed,  might  be  given,  but  he  knew  of  none,  farther  than 
where  the  parties  were  known  to  be  men  of  property,  or 
where  they  had  a  fair  claim  to  attention. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  a  great  deal  about  con- 
cealment, and  fupprefling  the  names  of  fome  of  the  fubferi- 
ber s.  He  believed  the  circumftance  had  been  fanftioncd  by 
cuftom;  as  long  as  he  could  recollcfl:  any  thing  of  loans,  it 
had  been  invariably  the  cafe.  In  his-apprehenfion,  it  made 
very  little  difference,  and  no  induftry  or  caution  could  pre- 
vent it,  if  gentlemen  chofc  to  conceal  their  names.  They 
might  come  in  under  another  name,  or  for  a  part  of  another 
perion's  fubfeription,  and  at  all  events  there  was  a  ri (que  at- 
tending managements  of  this  kind,  for  which  the  oftenfible 
fubferiber  was  always  refponfible. 

The  honourable  gentleman,  who  feconded  the  motion, 
charged  him  direflly  with  employing  Mr.  Atfcinfon  to-Veil 

out 
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out  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ftock,  to  glut  the  marker, 
tnd  depreciate  the  ftock.  The  charge  was  falfe ;  it  was  a 
grofs  falfehood,  and  he  defied  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
prove  it.     [Here  a  great  cry  of  order  !   order  /] 

Mr.  Byngn  I  muft  again  appeal  to  the  Houfe,  whether  T  Mr-  */*?» 
charged  the  noble  Lord  with  employing  Mr.  Atkinfon  to  fell 
flock  to  glut  the  market;  nor  did  my  charge  go  home  either 
to  the  noble  Lcrd,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcaiury;  I  am 
not  ready  to  charge,  where  I  am  not  ready  to  prove;  but  I 
am  ready  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Atkinfon' s  broker  fold  an  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  on  the  Monday,  another  hundred  on 
the  Tuefday  ;  and  that  on  the  Thuriday  there  were  requefts 
made  to  individuals  to  fell,  in  order  to  fave  the  credit  of 
the  noble  Lord,  that  was  the  reafon  afligned.  * 

The  noble  Lord  claims  fome  merit,  that  the  dcpoiits  are 
ill  made  good.  I  believe  they  are,  except  one,  where  a  gen- 
tleman, alking  for  a  large  quantum,  was  cut  down  to  five 
hundred^  There  is  a  cafe  that  I  recoiled  now  of  a  Mr. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  who  having  foliated  for  fome  of  the  loan, 
found  five  thoufand  {landing  in  his  name;  he  immediately 
made  the  firft  payment ;  but  another  Mr.  Thomas  Lloyd 
daimed  it,  and  brought  an  order  to  (hew  that  he  was  the 
leal  owner.  Mr.  Lloyd  who  had  made  the  depofit,  tried 
what  entreaties  would  do,  that  he  might  have  half,  nay, 
Would  have  been  contented  with  a  fifth,  but  all  in  vain. 
I  mention  this,  only  to  mark  the  ftruggle  for  loan. 
Bat  now  I  have  mentioned  the  name  of  Lloyd,  I  cannot 
avoid  informing  the  Houfc  that  there  is  another  Mr.  Lloyd, 
I  Mr.  Maurice  Lloyd,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
Morris,  the  noble  Lord's  Mr.  Lloyd,  who  fold  40,0001.  of 
the  loan,  without  his  name  appearing  in  the  lift  delivered  to 
this  Houfe.  Whether  this  46,000!.  was  for  Mr.  Lloyd's 
own  ufe,  for  fervices  performed,  or  for  whofe  ufe  it  was, 
will  be  fair  matter  of  future  enquiry.  LJ,  Ninh. 

Lord  North  proceeded ;  he  faid  he  had  never  heard  of  any 
fnch  tranfaftion.  If  there  was  fuch  a  one,  he  could  give  his 
honour  it  was  not  by  any  authority  from  him ;  nor  could  he 
be  in  any  way  refponfible  for  the  mifconduft  of  another.  He 
begged  the  honourable  gentleman's  pardon.  He  underftood 
that  be  faid  the  ftock  had  been  fold  out  by  his  direction. 

On  the  whole  his  Lordfliip  contended,  that  he  made  the 
beftpoflible  bargain,  under  the  exifting  circumftances ;  that 
clofe  fubferiptrons  were  always  conduced  in  a  fimilar  man- 
ner :  that  feeming  partialities  muft  happen  from  the  eftablifh- 
ti  mode  of  conducing  the  bufinefs ;  and  as  lie  tad  &o  uvxe^- 
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tion  of  promoting  his  own  feparate  intereft,  neither  h« 
acted  in  any  way  directly  or  indirectly  which  could  afl 
Juft  caufe  for  fuppofing  that  lid  had  made  a  corrupt  bai 
with  a  view  to  promote  the  increafe  of  influence^  in 
to  fupport  his  own  power. 

Sir  Fletcher      Sir  Fletcher  Norton  now  rofe,  and  the  Houfe  was  all  ; 

Mtron.  tjoru  jje  fo^  tke  prcfent  was  a  great,  and  moil  impc 
queftion.  It  was  a  motion  for  an  enquiry  into  a  fup 
crime  of  a  public  nature — a  crime,  which,  if  proved,  i 
appear,  to  be  aggravated  in  all  ,its  circumltances.  It  w 
lefs  than  a  direct  accufation  againft  the  noble  Lord  i 
blue  ribbon,  of  a  breach  of  truft  in  the  execution  of  h 
fice ;  a  truft,  the  faithful  difcharge  of  which  he  had  bee 
trufied  with  by  his  Sovereign  and  his  country. 

He  fhould  not  at  fo  late  an  hour1  trouble  the  Houfe,  ( 
v  tain  it  by  entering  into  a  detail.  It  was  enough  for  hie 
he  heard  the  extent  and  criminality  of  the  charge,  an 
foundation  for  it ;  namely,  the  extravagant  premium 
prefumed  corrupt  bargain,  and  the  ftill  much  more  cc 
diftribution  of  it,-  were  it  poffibie  in  idea  to  feparate  th 
from  the  other,  which,  in  his  opinion,  they  could  not 
by  what  appeared  both  in  fact  and  argument  they  conft 
one  tranfadYion,  the  bargain  appearing- to  have  been  ma 
account  of  the  diftribution. 

The  noble  Lord  and  his  friends  feemed  to  fly  from  th 
quiry  ;  he  could  not  fay  that  it  was  a  proof  of  his  guilt 
this  he  muft  fay,'  that  it  was  a  ftrong  prefumption  of  it 
what  reafon  could  there  be  to  ftifle  and  fupprefs  it  ?  ^ 
applied  to  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord  on  former  occa 
the  imputation  came  with  double  weight.  He  had, 
long  couric  of  attendance  in  that  Houfe,  often  hea 
Lordfhip  accufed  of  mifconduct ;  he  had  as  often  hea 
Lordfllip  put  his  accufers  at  defiance,  call  for  their  p 
and  challenge  an  enquiry  into  his  general  and  part 
conduct.  Now,  for  the  tirft  time,  a  fpecific  charge  is 
againft  him  ;  a  great  variety  of  facts  are  ftated,  loiro 
could  belong  to  none  but  himfelf,  nor  for  which  no  othe 
ion  could  be  refponfiblc.  He  was  not  prefent  when  t\ 
nourable  gentleman,  who  flood  forth  on  this  occafioD,  pi 
himfelf  that  he  would  bring  forward  the  accufation  ;  I 
xmderftood  the  noble  Lord  invited  the  attack;  yet  now, 
iffuc  is  joined,  the  noble  Lord  fhrinks  — frpm  what  i  — 
an  enquiry  or  inveftigation  of  what  he  affected  to  wifl 
but  now  attempts  to  evade. 
It  was  for  the  honour  of  the  Houfe;  it  was  for  tt 
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ble  Lord's  own  honour  to  meet  the  enquiry  like  a  man,  if  he 
was  innocent ;  and  if  he  was  guilty,  he  trufted  the  Houfc 
hid  not  fo  totally  forgot  their  duty  to  themfelves,  and  their 
conftituents,  as  to  fcreen  him,  if  the  noble  Lord  was  guilty. 
If  the  latter  fhould  be  the  cafe,  then  would  be  fully  verified 
what  had  been  fo  often  alluded  to,  or  infinuatcd  in  ihe  debate, 
that  the  very  caufe  of  his  guilt  was  the  ground  of  his  iccurity. 

Much  had  been  laid  about  the  impropriety  of  the  enquiry  ; 
but  for  his  part,  he  did  not  fee  upon  what  fubjedt  the  Houfc 
could  poflibly  fo  fitly  exercife  that  inquiiitorial  power,  vefted 
in  it  by  the  conftitution,  as  the  prefent.  The  Members  of 
thatHoufe  wereentrufted  by  their  constituents  to  grant  their 
money,  and  fee  it  faithfully  applied.  It  was  not  therefore  a 
matter  of  choice,  but  abiblute  duty,  unlcfs  they  violated  the 
Truft  repofed  in  them,  to  fee  that  that  truft,  when  delegated 
to  the  Miniftcr,  was  faithfully  difcharged.  The  tranfaflion, 
to  make  the  beft  of  it,  was  a  foul  and  dark  tranfacYion  ;  and 
for  his  part,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  how  any  man  who  rc- 
fofed  to  go  into  the  piopofcd  enquiry  could  dare  to  meet  hi, 
conftituents,  becaufe,  whether  blameablc  or  not  himiclf,  he 
muft  be  deemed  a  partaker  in  the  guilt. 

It  was  contended  by  the  learned  Lord,  and  fcvcrnl  other 
gentlemen  on  the  fame  fide,  that  the  Members  of  that  Huiifc 
had  a  right,  at  k-aft  a  kind  of  prefcriptivc  right,  to  a  fharc  of 
the  loan.  That  fuch  of  them  as  were  not  merchants  or  dea- 
lers in  money,  had  nor,  was,  he  was  convinced,  out  of  the 
qucftion;  but  in  his  opinion,  no  man  in  that  Houfe  ought  to 
partake  of  the  fubfeription  ;  and  fo  thoroughly  pcriuaded  of 
it  was  he,  that  as  long  as  he  had  the  honour  of  fitting  in  that 
chair,  though  he  might,  and  he  believed  it  wa>  cuftomary,  he 
never  would  accept  of  a  fingle  (hilling  in  any  loan. 

His  reafon  for  it  was  this  —  The  Members  of  that  Houfc, 
if  they  had  any  character,  it  was  that  of  aftmg  as  truftecs  for 
their  conftituents  and  the  public  at  large;  then  only  fee,  lavs 
the  learned  gentleman,  the  double  and  prepoftcrous  relation 
they  muft  ftand  in  towards  their  conftituents.  They  muft: 
borrow  the  money  in  one  capacity,  and  lend  it  in  the  other, 
and  of  courfe  their  views  and  interefts  muft  be  difcordant  and 
repugnant  to  each  other.  The  better  bargain  they  made  as 
ieprefentatives,  the  lefs  profit  they  would  of  courfe  receive  as 
fobferibers,  and  fo  vice  verfu.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen, 
Whether  it  was  the  intcrcft  of  the  borrower  to  leave  it  in  the 
power  of  the  lender  to  fix  his  own  terms  ?  or  did  it  partake  of 
tfae  nature  of  a  truft,  under  any  given  circumftance,  that  the 
execution  of  it  fhould  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  truftec  ?  It 
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was  a  temptation  too  great  for  any  raan  to  with  (land,  and  too 
trying  for  any  honcft  or  prudent  man  to  wifhto  put  himfclf  into. 
He  therefore  once  more  conjured  the  noble  Lord,  for  his 
own  honour,  for  the  honour  of  the  Houfe,  and  in  regard  to 
his  country,  to  meet  the  accufation  like  a  man,  and  not  meanly 
fly  from  it   under  the  protection  of  a  majority,  who  would 
be  juftly  fufpc£ted  of  being   partakers  in  the  guilt.     His 
Lordfhip  had  often  defied  and  challenged  his  acculers.     If  the 
prefent  motion  fhould  be  agreed  to,  they  an.d  he  would  beat 
iffue ;  and  if  he  declined  the  contcft,  however  innocent  his 
Lordfhip  might  be,  the  united  voice  of  mankind  would  pro- 
nounce him  guilty. 
Mr.  Mam*       Mr.  Mansfield  (Solicitor  General)  rofe  next.     He  faid,  a 
field*  great  outcry  had  been  raifed  againft  the  Minifter,  but  it  was 

merely  to  put  the  people  out  of  humour  with  their  governors, 
The  orators  on  the  other  fide  were  continually  alarming  the 
public  with  the  idea  of  calamities  they  knew  did  not  exifc 
That  the  war,  and  taxes  raifed  in  confequence  of  it,  would 
be  felt  by  the  people,  or  indeed  that  they  were  already  felt  by 
the  people,  he  knew  better  than  to  deny.  He  believed  the 
public  did  feel  calamities  from  thofe  things>  but  in  no  greater 
degree  than  abibluteiy  unavoidable;  and  when  opposition 
dwelt  on  that,  they  might,  perhaps,  be  juftifiable.  But  they 
were  not  \:  when  they  firfl  flated  that  the  Minifter  was  cor- 
rupt, and  af-?r wards  deduced  calamities  from  that  corruption. 
The  Houie  *  ere  called,  he  faid,  to  vote  for  an  examina- 
tion into  the  c  ire  urn  fiances  of  the  loan,  without  any  one 
charge  being  even  lb  much  as  fuggefted  againft  it;  and  he 
would  remind  the  Houfe,  that  at  the  time  the  loan  was  under 
their  confideration,  the  only  one  thing  that  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe  cried  out  againft  was,  the  douceur  of  the  lottery, 
whicli  they  thought  ought  to  be  taken  away  ;  fo  that,  not- 
withftanding  all  they  now  faid,  and  all  they  pretended,  they 
never  meant  any  thing  more  than  to  ftrike  off  the  lottery, 
which,  had  it  been  done,  would  not  have  reduced  any  of  the 
burden  they  affefted  to  think  lay  upon  the  fhould ers  of  the 
public.  They  had  not  faid  any  thing  againft  the  loan  itfelf, 
which  they  now  felt  themfelves  fo  anxiouily,  and  fo  fuddenty 
inclined  to  inveftigate.  They  had,  indeed,  thrown  out  fontf 
infinuations  againft  the  Miniiier's  conduft,  but  they  had  no 
proof;  they  muft  enquire  firft,  before  they  could  come  to  proof. 
A  moft  violent  cry  of  hear  him  !  near  him  !  fhook  the 
oppofition  fide  of  the  Houfe  ;  after  which  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral proceeded  —  that  objections  had  been  made  to  the  loan* 
becaufe  Members  of  Parliament  had  fubferibed  towards  it; 

but 
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hot  fur  his  part,  he  did  not  know  why  Members  of  Parliament 
might  not  lend  their  money  to  government  as  well  as  other 
people.  A  right  honourable  gentleman,  too,  who  had  fpoken 
the  laft,  was  pleafcd  to  advance,  that  Members  of  Parliament 
who  had  fubferibed  to  the  loan  were  incompetent  to  vote  on 
the  prefeht  queftion  ;  but  he  was  of  a  very  different  opinion. 
Such  a  weaknefs  in  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  would  be 
afting  more  like-children,  than  the  reprefentatives  of  a  great 
empire.  Members  of  Parliament  who  had  fubferibed  to  the 
loan  could  furcly  vote  with  the  grcateft  propriety  rcfpecling 
it,  for  they  knew  more  of  it  than  other  people,  and  knowing 
in  their  consciences  that  the  terms  of  it  were  good,  it  would 
t)l  become  them  nat  to  give  it  their  approbation  and  vote. 
The  opposition  fide  of  the  Houfe  was  again  in  an  uproar, 
with  a  general  cry  of  hear  him J.  hear  him  !  After  which, 
the  learned  fpeaker  took  notice  of  the  complaint  made  againft: 
the  Minifter,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  diftributcd  the 
loan,  but  he  did  not  know,  he  laid,  by  what  a£t  of  Parlia- 
ment it  was,  that  the  Minifter  was  compelled  to  give  to  this 
pcrfon  juft  fo  much,  and  to  that  fubferiber  fuch  a  particular 
jam.  He  was  not  bound  to  proportion  it  out  according  to 
the  furjQ  tendered,  but  had  that  part  of  the  bufincls  of  the 
loan  left  entirely  to  his  own  difcretion. 

The  Solicitor-General  upon  the  whole  contended,  that  the 
loan  had  been  conducted  this  year  as  heretofore,  without  the  i 
fmalleft  deviation  from  the  cftablifticd  rule,  and  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  if  the  fubferibers  fhould  be  made  liable  to  the  ex- 
imination  of  a  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  would 
be  attended  with  the  mod  pernicious  confequenccs,  as  few  peo- 
ple, able  to  fubferibe  to  the  loan,  would  chafe  to  have  their 
characters,  their  families  and  fortunes  inquired  into,  merely 
to plcafe  the  caprice  of  an  individual,  or  the  views  of  a  party. 

Mr.  Dunning  faidf  it  was  no  wonder  his  learned  friend  had  Mr.  Dut> 
fo  good  an  opinion  of  the  form  of  the  loan,  as  the  Attorney  ning* 
and  Solicitor  Generals  were,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  entitled 
to  a  particular  fhare  of  it.  The  learned  gentleman  took  no- 
tice, that  the  Solicitor  General  had  faid  there  was  no  proof, 
and  that  the  Houfe  rauft  firft  enquire  before  they  could  have 
that.  The  natural  fyllogifm,  he  fhould  think,  was  that  his 
'learned  friend. would  of  courfe  vote  for  the  queftion,  becaufe 
the  very  and  only  obje&  of  that  queftion  was  to  enquire,  which 
the  laft  fpeaker  had  himfelf  allowed  was  the  nccelfary  ftep  to 
be  taken  for  coming  at  the  proof;  and  yet  he  was  rather  in- 
clined- to  think  that  he  would  reverfe  the  fyllogifm,  and  vote 
directly  againft  the  queftion. 

Vol,  U.  B  b  b  W* 
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Ke  w«  50:  a  lr..*  Vr*-:  i*  :r  •*•  "s. :.  tbtr  h=  £h.~sld  ad- 
vance 'J-.t:  •:.'.  •:  ~-  :,:  ::  t  l:-i*  jll;  z::  re;-  ;r poached,  bc- 
c&«£.  :i  trv*-Y  r:.-*  if  ;\  •:.*??  »  ii  ro-  *~  e:;:h?t  of  rc- 
prvi.Li  *..\tt  ^*.  r ::  *tti  i:-:..;-i  t"  t.  Tr*  i*C  was,  the 
M>..~er  ':«*".r^  ":./::  .";.-  \-y.  r-'j  :_•  ivri:  :r  the  waiter,  had 
kf:  ::t^  r..*fc  it' '••«-».  i::  h:*  >t-rr;*.i'»  :»?  :-:  L*b  vcrv  hu'v, 
hz.d  t-a:.k;tr;ti  ::  ::,  arjoi^tr  5erre-a.-T.  ir^o  having  other 
rr-ittci  :o  ar-t:.i  v..  Lid  rtrtrrt-  ;:  :o  Mr.  A:k:aicn,  who 
vu  hit  ow:j  Sii:t"t-y,  *-c  aic-.  reirz  vjjirj:  to  Co  c.try 
bod)1*  -. -:*2t:'s,  ir_  z:oc-Li:--t~T  :"t::-ec  :ze  vholc  01  the 
Izjit.  LicaftJf,  a-:-:-:  rrc;-bhr;£  :it  M--:str,  cr  any  of  hii 
Secretariti  t:x._:  r. 

This  btir.g  £ht  ci:"t,  be  die  n::  woadtr  that  so  many  namci 
had  crept  ir.to  tic  .if:,  which  r.t.thtr  tie  M.si:ler,  nor  any 
cnt  elfe  beVtved  :o  fat  rt:poc-ir.£  .xez  .  hut  :he  tad  was,  that 
having  a  premium  cf  ten  per  ccr*.  ispc-s  l^t  money  they  had 
fcbfcriL&c,  ibey  had  is  a  aaanntr  :a«i  in  tec  ptr  cent,  as  it 
vrtre,  at  their  firS  iLr-icriptior.  1  ht  '.earnec  Council  made 
tsaay  ptr?;:,t;.:  obfcri  :it:oas  cz  :r.e  icn-encecf  the  Miniftcf 
in  c*-at^:tn.e  cf  the  ioar,  a::-  ca'ici  carneflly  upon  the 
H'--fc  lor  t;.-:  cj-t&on  before  ihtc 

V/i.en  tht  !?i:::cc  gen'icmao  had  concluded,  a  number  of 
Mc.T.ters,  w"..-.    hio-jgh  the  grcatcS  part  of  the  debate  had 
beer,  in  the  cofF:.-  rounis  acjaces%  r.ov  crew  Jed  in,  and  called 
with  loud  and  co;:ii ;.  jed  uproar  for  the  qucfiion.     The  Spea? 
ker  thought  fit  to  rife,  and  call  r:tm  to  order.     Id  a  fennhle 
and   pointed  fpctch,    he  fev-rtly   reprehended  the  cuftom, 
There  were,  he  laid,  a  regular  a.nd  uniform  let  of  gentlemen 
iff  a  particular  description,  who  did  not  think  it  at  all  ncceffary 
to  attend  to  any  part  of  the  debate,  in  order  to  receive  infor* 
jnation,  or  judge  where  the  merits  of  a  queftion  lay,  that  they 
might  decide  with  decency,  or  vcic  v,i:h  convi&ion;  but 
they  went  to  the  coffee  houfes,  and  there  fpent  the  whole 
day,  and  came  in  towards  the  conclusion  of  the:  debate,  and 
with  the  utmoft  diforder  and  incivility  called  for  the  queftion, 
and  put  a  hafty  flop  to  the  calm  deliberations  of  fuch  Member! 
as  a£tcd  up  to  their  duty,  in  attending  fe^ioufly  to  the  bulineft 
of  the  FJoufe.     He  hoped,  that  as  it  was  a  pra&ice  lb  dero- 
gatory of  the  honour  and  the  dignity  of  parliament,  and  & 
inconfiftcnt  with  the  gravity  of  a  Houle  of  Reprcfentativcs, 
that  he  would  not  have  occafion  again  to  take  notice  and 
complain  of  the  indecency. 
Ml JKihet'      Mr.  lYa'uace  (Attorney  General)  defended  the  loan  and  the 
Mmificr,  on  the  fume  ground  as  the  Solicitor  General.    And 
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wticolarly  he  reprehended  and  objefled  to  the  meafure  of 
nquiring  in  a  committee  into  the  characters  and  fortunes  of 
oeo,  merchants,  and  bankers,  where  profeffional  exiftencc  de- 
ended  on  the  credit  of  theiY  reputation,  for  by  fuch  an  in- 
oifition  they  would  be  precluded  the  opportunity  of  defend- 
ig  themfelves. 

Mr.  Hartley  then  faid  a  few  words  in  fupport  of  the  mo-  Mr.  Hart- 
on,  and  was  followed  on  die  fame  fide  by  Mr.  Turner,  who  ^' 
ras  a  little  fevere  on  the  membc  r*  who  had  been  enjoying 
leir  bottle  and  glafs  up  flairs,  till  it  was  time  for  them  to 
ome  into  the  Houfe,  and  divide. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  rjueftion,  it  being  one 
'dock  in  the  morning,  when  there  appeared,  for  the  quel* 
ton  163 ;  againft  it  209. 


fo  Ac  Honourable  the  Knight?,  Citizens,  and  Burgefles,   in  Parliament 

afiembled. 
be  Fourth  Report  of  the  Commljjioners  appointed  to  examine  y  take,  andj?ate}  the 

^  Public  Aixounh  of  tht  Kingdom, 

Proceeding  in  our  inquiries  into  balances  in  the  hands  of  thofc  accountants 
ho  appear  upon  the  certificate  of  accounts  depending  in  the  office  of  the 
ucBtor  of  the  impreft,  we  find  therein,  next  to  the  trealurers  of  the  navy, 
fc  names  of  feveral  pcrfons  whofe  accounts  have  not  been  profecuted  for  up- 
ardfl  of  feventy  years.  We  could  have  no  expectation  of  profiting  by  a 
arfuit  of  clams  ariiing  at  fo  remote  a  period  ;  arid,  therefore,  pafiing  on  to 
K  next-clafs,  namely,  the  pay  mailers  of  the  forces,  we  fee  landing  firil  in 
itt  clafs  the  name  ot  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln  ;  whofc  final  account  of  the 
ices  for  fix  months,  to  the  24th  of  June  1720,  is  therein  defcribed  "  to 
have  been  delivered  into  auditor  Aillabie's  ofiice  ;  bur,  being  very  impcr- 
fcd,  to  have  been  long  fince  withdrawn,  and  not  returned."  Wc  iiiucd 
ir  precept  to  his  grace  ihc  Duke  of  Ncwcaftle,  for  an  account  of  the  pitbiic 
oney  in  his  hands,  cuiiody,  or  power,  as  reprefemutive  of  Henry  Karl  of 
incoln,  late  pay  matter-general  oi"  the  forces.  The  Duke  of  New c? tile,  in 
letter  dated  the  24th  of  Auguft  iaft,  informed  u*,  that  "  he  never  had  irt 
hit  hands,  cuftody,  or  power,  any  of  the  public  money  which  was  pof- 
fefled  by  his  late  father  as  paymaftcr  of  the  force?,  nor  :*ny  of  his  accoun  I 
or  vouchers  relative  thereto  ;  nor  could  he  inform  us  what  balance,  if  any* 
was  due  from  him  on  that  account ;  that  his  late  father  died  intefhte,  leav- 
ing him,  and  feveral  other  children,  then  infitnrs  ;  and  that  Lucy  Coun- 
ted of  Lincoln,  his  widow,  adminiftered  to  him,  and  poflefled  what  ef- 
fects he  left,  which  (he  applied  towards  difcharpc  of  his  debts  ;"  and  in  a 
Sequent  letter,  dated  the  23d  of  November  lair,  the  duke  inforn  ed  us, 
tt  he  took  adnuuiftration  de  bonh  non  to  his  late  father,  in  May  1748.      In 

B  b  b  2.  coiiiequence 
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confequcnce  of  thefe  letters  from  the  Duke  of  NewcafHe,    we  proceeded 
no  farther  in  this  inquiry. 

Having  iffued  our  precepts  to  John  Powell,  Efij.  the  only  afting  executor 
of  HenryiLord  Holland;  to  lady  Greenwich,  adminithatrix  to  the  right  hon. 
Charles  Townlhentt,  late  pay  mailer  of  the  forces,  to  Lord  North,  and  to  the 
right  honourable  Thomas  Townihend,  late  paymafler  of  the  forces,  each    •' 
jointly  with  George  Cooke,  Efq.  decealed,  for  an  account  of  the  pubiic  mo-    1 
ney  in  their  refpective  hands,  cuitody,  or  power ;  we  received  returns  there-    j 
to,  which  we  have  fet  forth  in  the  appendix,  with  their  feveral  dates  and    ! 
fums  ;  the  total  of  which  amounts  to  377,7881.  $s<  7d.  j 

Having  thus  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  balances,  our  next  ftep  was  to    ] 
examine  whether  they  were  liable  to  any  iuch  fervices*  or  fubjeft  to  any  fucn  * 
•payments,  in  the  hands  of  thefe  accountants,  as  rendered  ft  »eceflliry  to  per-   1 
mit  themy  or  any  part  of  them,  to  remain  longer  in  their  polfeflion*    For    j 
this  purpofe  we  examined  John  Powell,  Efq.  the  cashier,  and  Charles  Bern-   '! 
bridge,  £iq.  the  accountant  to  the  paymaltcr-gencral  of  the  forces  j  by  whom    ] 
we  are  informed  that  the  money  in, the  hands  of  the  paymafters-gcneral of   ; 
the  forces,  after  they  are  out  ot  office,  continues,  as  long  as  their  accounts 
.  are  kept  open,  liable  to  the  payment  of  any  claims  of  the  llarTor  hofoital  of-     j 
ficers,  or  of  any  warrants  for  contingencies  and  extraordinaries,  which  were    ; 
roted  during  the  time  they  were  refpecYively  in  office,  and  have  not  beeo    \ 
claimed  ;  after  the  final  accounts  are  clofed,  fuch  claimants  muft  apply  for    j 
payment,  either  to  the  treafury  or  the  war  office,  according  to  the  nature  of  ■  | 
the  claim.     Thefe  fums  remaining  in  their  hands  are  likewife  fubjett  to  the    1 
payment  of  fees  of  divers  natures,  and  of  fees  for  palling  their  accounts  and    « 
obtaining  their  quietus,  together  with  the  payment  of  a  gratuity  to  the  off-   "j 
cers  and  clerks  of  the  pay-office ;  who,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  tranfart    ; 
the  bufinefs  of  the  pay  mailer  in  office,  carry  on  a4fo,  make  up,  and  finally    j 
clofe,  the  accounts  ot  the  paymalters  after  they  are  out  of  office  ;  but/having    j 
no  falary  or  reward  whatever  for  this  extra  bufinefs,  it  has  been  cuftomary 
for  them,  when  the  final  account  is  ready  to  be  pafled,  to  prcfent  a  memorial 
to  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  praying  them  to  procure  the  King's  warrant  to 
the  auditors  of  the  imprelt,  to  allow  them  a  certain  fum  for  their  trouble, 
priyable  out  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  that  paymaiter. 

The  fums  now  in  the  hands  of  thefe  late  paymaflers  of  the  forces',  or  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  thofe  who  arc  dead,  are  flill  liable  to  claims  that 
may  be  made  upon  them  under  various  heads  of  fervices,  and  fubjeel  like- 
wife  to  the  payment  of  fundry  fee?,  and  of  the  cuftomary  gratuities ;  but 
neither  thefe  claims,  fees,  or  gratuities,  do,  in  our  opinion,  fumifh  any  ob- 
jection to  the  payment  of  thefe  balances  into  the  Excnequer.  j 

Lord  Holland  refigned  this  office  in  1765  ;  Mr.  Charles  Townihend  in  I 
1766 ;  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Cooke  in  1767  ;  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Tliotnai  1 
Townihend  in  1 768  ;  lince  which,  fufficient  time  has  elapfed  for  all  the  claim-  j 
ants  upon  thefe  paymalters  to  have  made  their  applications  for  payment.  The 
public  are  not  to  be  kept  out  of  poiTelfion  of  large  fums  ot  their  own  mo-  ! 
ney,  nor  public  accounts  to  be  kept  open,  becaufe  perfons  may  have  for  lb  j 
lqng  a  time  negle&ed  their  own  bufinefs  ;  not  that  thefe  claimants  arc  with-  I 
out  remedy  after  thefe  accounts  are  clofed  j  by  applying  either  to  the  trea-  1 
fury,  or  to  the  war-office,  as  the  cafe  may  require,  their  demands  may  bs  ' 

enquired   : 
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enquired  into  and   fatisfied,    by   proper  warrants   upon  the  Paymaster  in 
office. 

The  fees  and  gratuities  become  payable  when  the  final  accounts  are  ready 
to  be  palled  in  the  office  of  the  audtor  of  the  imprefl: ;  how  long  it  will  lie 
before  the  final  accounts  of  thefe  late  paymaftcrs  will  be  in  that  htuation,  it 
is  not  cafy  to  afcertain.  John  Lloyd,  ciq.  deputy  auditor  of  the  imprcft  to 
lord  Sondes,  informed  us,  that  the  final  account  of  lord  Holland  was  deli- 
vered into  that  office  in  January,  1772;  the  final  account  of  Mr.  Charles 
Townihend  in  July,  1777;  the  final  account  of  lord  North  and  Mr.  Cooke 
in  October,  1779.  John  Bray,  efq.  deputy  auditor  to  William  Aiikbie, 
efq.  informed  us,  that  the  final  and  only  account  of  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr* 
Thomas  Townihend  was  delivered  into  that  office  in  November,  1779,  From 
an  objection  herein-after  mentioned,  made  by  the  acting  executor  of  lord 
Holland,  to  the  final  clofing  of  that  account,  and  from  the  reprefentation 
given  to  us  by  thele  officers,  of  the  fituation  in  which  the  other  accounts  now 
arc  in  the  imprert  office,  none  of  them  appear  to  be  in  fo  advanced  and  per- 
fect a  flute  as  to  give  us  reaibn  to  expect  their  fpcedy  completion  ;  and  there- 
fore we  do  not  think  the  payment  of  thefc  balances  into  the  Exchequer  ought 
to  be  delayed  nnril  the  accounts  are  fettled,  efpecially  as  we  fee  no  region 
why  the  pay  matter  in  oflicc  may  not  be  authorized  to  p  vy,  out  of  the  pub- 
lic money  in  his  hands,  all  the  fees  and  gratuities,  whenever  they  become 
payable. 

"Seeing,  therefore,  no  objection  to  arife,  from  the  Cervices  or  purpofes  to 
which  thefc  balances  arc  flill  applicable,  to  the  payment  of  tin:  111  into  the 
Exchequer,  we  adverted  to  fuch  reafons  as  might  be  Cudgelled  to  u*  by  the 
accountants  themlelvc?,  or  by  thole  who  have  an  intcrclt  or  truit  in  the  funds 
out  of  which  thele  balances  mult  be  paid.  To  this  end  we  examined  the 
honourable  Charles  James  Fox,  efq.  and  John  Powell,  efq.  executors  of 
the  Intc  lord  Holland  ;  lady  Grecuvich,  adminitlratrix  to  Mr.  Charles  Town- 
ihend; lord  North,  Mr.  Thomas  Townihend,  colonel  George  John  Cooke, 
and  Mr.  Charles  Molloy,  dc\ifces  of  the  eflato  of  Mr.  George  Cooke,  late 
paymaflers-gencral  of  the  forces. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powell  objected  to  the  payment  into  the  Exchequer  of 
fo  much  of  the  fum  of  256,4561.  8s.  2d.  (being  the  balance  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Powell  as  executor  of  th?  late  lord  Holland)  as  may  be  affected  by 
the  dccilion  of  certain  fuirs  depending  in  the  court  of  Chancery.  The  fum. 
that  may  be  fo  affected,  according  to  Mr.  Powell's  account,  amounts  to 
73,1491.  ics.  ;d. 

•  The  itate  of  the  proceedings  in  thefc  fuits  is  fet  forth  in  Mr.  Powell's  In- 
formation to  be  as  follows  : The  accounts  of  Mr.  Robert  Paris  Taylor, 

one  of  the  deputy  pay  mailers  to  lord  Holland,  in  Germany,  during  the"  late 
war,  were  examined  in  the  oilice  of  the  auditors  of  the  imprefl,  where  he  is 
furcharged  with  the  fum  of  12,0521.  13s.  iod.  halfpenny,  which  furcharge 
he  controverts.  In  the  beginning  of  the  lall  year,  the  executors  of  lord  Hol- 
land commenced  two  actions  in  the  court  of  KingVBench  againll  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, and  the  executors  and  devifecs  of  Peter  Taylor,  his  father,  who  was  his 
furety,  to  recover  the  fum  of  28,1^51.  qs.  5d.|  being  the  balance  fuppofed 
to  be  due  from  him  ujpon  thefe  accounts,  in  which  fum  the  furcharge  is  in- 
cluded.    As  the  queition  in  thele  cauf;*  appears  to  be,  whether  Mr.  Taylor 

was 
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was  indebted  to  the  executors  of  lord  Holland  in  this  fum,  or  any  part  of  it, 
the  balance  of  public  money  in  Mr.  Powell's  hands  might  be  encreafed,  but 
could  not  be  diminifhed  by  the  event  of  thefe  actions ;  and  therefore  Mr* 
Powell  does  not  infiit  upon  retaining  any  part  of  this  balance  to  fecure  him 
againft  fuch  event ;  but  Mr.  Taylor,  and  the  devifees  of  Peter  Taylor,  foofr 
after  filed  two  bills  in  the  court  of  Chancery  againft  the  executors  of  lord  Hol- 
land, fuggefting  errors,  and  praying  that  thefe  accounts  may  be  taken  in 
that  court.     Thefe  caufes  have  not  yet  come  to  a  hearing ;  but  the  ground    1 
of  Mr.  Powell's  claim  to  the  detention  of  this  fum  of  75,1491.  10s.  701.  as     J 
collected  from  his  information,  and  the  letter  of  his  foiicitor,  appears  to  bt     : 
this ;  that  fhould  an  account  be  decreed,  every  item  in  Mr.  Taylor's  account!     ] 
will  be  open  to  litigation ;  and  Mr.  Taylor  having  charged  himfelf,  before  ' 
flie  auditors  of  the  imprcft,  with  the  fum  of  786,357  guilders,  and  9  ftiversj- 
which  is  73,1491.  1  os.  7d.  lterling,  as  a  profit  to  the  public  anting  on  mo- 
ney rranfactions  in  his  department  as  deputy  paymafter,  may  fuggeft,  in  the 
progrefs  of  thefe  caufes,  that  he  has  erroneoufly  charged  himielf  with  this 
fum ;  and  therefore  Mr.  Powell  claims  to  retain  it  in  his  hands,  to  guard 
again  ft  the  conferences  of  a  poilible  decifion  upon  this  fum  in  Mr.  Taylor'i 
favour. 

Suhjccts  under  litigation  in  a  court  of  jufticc  fhould  not  be  examined  elfe* 
where  without  an  abfolufe  neceflity,  and  not  even  then  but  with  great  cau* 
tion.  This  point  coming  thus  incidentally  before  us,  in  the  progrefs  o£an 
mquiry  within  our  province,  we  may,  without  impropriety,  venture  to 
fay,  that  in  our  opinion,  the  bare  pombility  that  Mr,  Taylor  may,  in  the 
court  of  Chancery,  object  to,  and  be  difcharged  of  a  fum  he  has  charged 
himfelf  with  before  the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  and  which  he  was  bound  by 
his  inftructions  to  charge  himfelf  with,  as  a  profit  to  the  public,  and  to  which| 
lor  aught  that  appears  to  us,  he  has  nev/er  yet  objected,  but  has  on  the  con* 
frary,  in  part  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  public,  is  not  a  futficient  rcalbn  for 
permitting  the  fum  of  73,149!.  10s.  7d.  to  continue  in  the  hands  of  the  ex- 
ecutors ot  lord  Holland,  until  two  fuits  in  Chancery,  not  yet  heard,  praying 
an  account  may  be  taken  of  the  receipt  of  913,4051.  6s.  2d|.  and  ot  the* 
expenditure  of  878,0081.  18s.  id  J.'  during  upwards  of  four  years  of  thelatf 
war  in  Germany,  (hall  be  finally  determined  in  the  court. 

Lady  Greenwich,  lord  North,  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  colonel  Cooke, 
and  Mr.  Molloy,  do  not  object  to  the  payment  into  the  Exchequer  of  their 
balances ;  nor  do  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  PowMl,  as  the  refidue  of  lord  Holland's 
balance,  upon  fevcrally  receiving  their  quietus,  or  a  fecurity  equivalent 
thereto. 

Where  accounts  muft  be  pafled  by  the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  the  payment 
into  the  Exchequer,  made  by  the  accountants,  before  the  final  adjuftment, 
are  payments  upon  account  only ;  but  fhould  thefe  accountants  be  directed 
to  pay  in  their  full  balances,  they  will  be  entitled  to,  and  ought  in  juftice  to 
receive,  a  fecurity  and  indemnification  againft  all  claims  and  payments  what* 
ibever,  to  which  the  balances  were  in  their  hands  fubject ;  the  fund  poftefled 
by  the  paymafter  in  office  being  fubftitutcd  in  the  place  of  thefe  balances,  to 
anfwer  fuch  future  claims  and  demands,  the  accountant  himfelfwill  ftand 
liable  only  to  the  errors  and  omiflions  that  may  be  difcovered  in  the  examina- 
tion of  his  accounts,  in  the  office  appointed  for  auditing  them ;  fhould  there 

be 
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e  errors,  he  may  either  pay  the  balance  to,  or  receive  it  from,  the  paymaf- 
?r  m  office,  according  as  it  may  be  determined  ;  then,  and  not  before,  he 
rill  be  entitled  to  his  quietus  j  which  being  the  formal  official  difchargc  of 
rery  public  accountant,  cannot  but  be  fubfequent  to  the  complete  examina-* 
ion,  and  the  payment  of  the  balance,  if  any,  according  to  the  final  adjull- 
lent  of  his  accounts. 

Having,  therefore,  not  heard,  either  from  the  accountants  thcmfclvcs,  or 
rom  thofe  who  may  be  intereiled  in  our  deciiions,  any  reafons  to  alter  our 
ipinion,  we  conceive  that  the  balance  of  public  money  now  remaining  in  the 
tands  of  John  Powell,  Efq.  as  the  only  adring  executor  of  lord  Holland, 
jkL  in  the  hands  of  lady  Greenwich,  as  adminiilratrix  to  Mr.  Charles 
Itonihend,  late  pay  mailer  of  the  forces;  and  in  the  hands  of  lord  North, 
ind  of  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  as  late  pay  mailers  of  the  forces,  each  joint- 
y  with  Mr.  George  Cooke,  deceafed,  ought  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
:o  be  applied  to  the  public  iervice  ;  and  that  fuch  payments  ihould  be  with- 
out prejudice,  and  a  proper  lecurity  and  indemnification  be  given  to  each  of 
than,  againfl  any  lofs  or  detriment  that  may  accrue  to  them  in  confcquenco 
of  fuch  payment. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  inquiry,  two  circumflances  engaged  our  obfer* 
ration. 

Firft,  the  injury  fuftained  by  the  public  from  not  having  the  ufe  of  the 
money  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  pay  mailers  of  the  forces  after  they  havp 
quitted  the  office.  We  procured  from  the  pay-office,  accounts  of  the  balances 
tad  fums  received  and  paid  every  year,  by  each  of  thefe  paymasters,  fincc 
they  fcverally  went  out  of  office.  A  computation  of  intereii,  at  four  per 
cent,  per  annum,  upon  thefe  Balances  every  year,  from  fix  months  after 
they  fcverally  rcligned  the  office,  proves  chat  the  lois  by  the  money  left  in 
the  hands  of  lord  Holland  amounts,  at  fimple  intereii,  to  248,3941.  13s.  of 
Mr.  Charles  Townfhcnd,  to  24,2471.  3?.  of  lord  North  and  Mr.  Cooke,  to 
18,7751.  3s.  of  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Thomas  Townihend,  to  3,4191.  15s. 
total,  294,8361.  14s. 

Such  has  been  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  public.  Much  does  it  behove  them 
to  guard  againfl  the  poffibility  of  the  like  evil  for  the  future.  If  there  exifts 
in  government  no  power  to  compel  an  accountant  to  difelofe  his  balance,  and 
to  deliver  back  to  the  public  what  their  iervice  does  not  require  he  ihould 
detain,  it  is  time  fuch  a  power  was  created.  If  it  does  exiil,  the  public  good 
requires  it  ihould  be  conilantly  exerted,  within  a  reafonable  limited  time  after 
an  accountant  has  quitted  his  office. 

Secondly,  The  other  circumirance  that  claimed  our  attention  is  the  delay 
tapaffing  the  accounts  of  the  pay  mailers  of  the  forces. 

The  making  up  and  palling  thefe  accounts  is  the  concern  of  three  differ- 
ent parties ;  the  paymaiter  whofe  accouats  they  are ;  the  pay-office,  where 
:hey  are  made  up ;  and  the  auditors  office  where  they  are  palled.  The  foil 
lep  muft  be  taken  by  the  pay-office,  there  the  accounts  rauft  be  made  up, 
ind  from  thence  fent  with  the  vouchers  to  the  auditors  office,  before  they  can 
)e  examined.  Near  forty-fix  millions  were  iilued  to  lord  Holland ;  his  final 
Lccount  was  not  delivered  into  the  auditors  office  until  feven  years  after  his 
efignation.  Above  two  millions  were  iilued  to  Mr.  Charles  Townihend ; 
|js  final  account  was  not  delivered  until  eleven  years  after  his  refignation. 

Near 
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Near  two  millions  were  iffucd  to  lord  North  and  Mr.  Cooke;,  their  fina 
count   was  not  delivered  until  twelve   years  after  their  refignation. 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  were  iflued  to  Mr.  Cooke  and 
Thomas  Townfhenu ;  their  dnly  account  was  not  delivered  until  eleven  j 
after  their  refignation. 

In  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  imprcft,  the  cuilom  of  not  pafliw 
accounts  of  a  fucccflbr  until  the  predeceflbrs  are  completed,  is  a  cau 
delay.  A  difpute'with  a  deputy  flops  lord  Holland's  accounts ;  but  thai 
be  no'reafdn  for  delaying  one  moment  the  accounts  of  h\»  fuccefibrs; 
depend  nor  upon,  nor  are  connected  with  each  other.  It  is  regular  to 
mine  and  pais  accounts  in  order  of  time  ;  but  in  the  cafe  of  the  payma 
accounts,  convenience,  both  public  and  private,  will  warrant  a  devi; 
ftom  this  rule.  Every  accountant  has  a  material  intereft  that  his  acc< 
Ihould  be  pafled  with  difpatch ;  the  quiet  of  himfelf,  his  family,  and  tor 
It  is  not  uhreafonable  to  prefume,  that  taking  from  an  accountant  hi 
lance,  may  be  a  means  ot  expediting  the  palling  of  his  accounts ;  whi 
holds  a  large  fum  in  his  hands,  he  may  be  lefs  anxious  to  come  to  a 
adjuftment,  lefs  eager  to  procure  a  quietus,  the  condition  of  which  i 
depriving  himfelf  of  that  balance. 

¥e  are  proceeding  to  examine  the  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  paymafh 
©end  of  the  forces  in  office  ;  but  finding,  from  the  variety  and  extent  1 
tnmfa&tons,  it  will  require  a  confiderable  time  before  we  can  obtaii 
knowledge  neceflary  for  forming  a  report,  we  judged  it  moft  conlbnanti 
feint  and  intention'of  the  ac-t  that  regulates  our  conduct,  to  fubmit  wi 
tie  difpatch  in  our  power,  to  the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature,  the  confide 
of  a  fum  of  public  money  of  fuch  magnitude  as  that  now  remaining 
pofleffion  of  the  paymasters  general  of  the  forces  out  of  office. 

GUY  CARLETON,       ( 
T.  ANGUISH,  ( 

A.  PIGGOTT,  j 

RICH.  NEAVE,  1 

SAM.  BEACHCROFT,   1 
GEO,  DRUMMQND.     1 
Office  of  Accounts, 
Bell-yard, 
oth  April,  1781. 

APPENDIX. 


Victuallers  of  1 
the  Navy.  J 


No  1. 

Sir  Thomas  Littleton  and 
partners     -*-        — 


TreafureT  of  ^ 

the  fick : 
*   wounded. 


reTof^ 
k  and  I 
led.    J 


Executors  of  Thomas  Sa- 
vary,  Efquire 


a  Sa-    f 


A  Hat?  of  their  inter 
victualling  accounts, 
year  1673,  was  laid 
Lord  Treafurer  God 
but  is  not  profecutcd 

His  final  account  from  1 
1 7 1 2,  to  £th.of  March 
ing,  remains^unprore 
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Francis  Lynn,  Efquire        < 


|       John  Nutting,  Efquirc 


Charles  Mafon,  Efquire 


tfccs. 


orces. 


Executors  of  John  Mead, 
Efquire,      late     Deputy  ^ 
he    for-  i 


Paymafter 
ces 


of    the    for- 


Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln      < 


Henry  Lord  Holland, 
late  Paymafter  Gene- 
ral 


d  Holland,  t  His 
tiafter  Gene-  J  b 
—  —      I  His 


U, 


The  Right  Honourable 
Charles  Tnwnfliend, 
late  Paymafter  Gene- 
ral   


The  Right  Honourable 
Lord  North  and 
George  Cooke,  Ef- 
quire, late  Paymafter 
General       —        — 

Ccc 


fHis  account,  from  5th  March 

I  1 J 1 2,  to  the  time  that  office 
was  incorporated  with  the 
navy,  has  been  examined  ; 
but  the  account  is  not  pro* 
fecuted. 
Has  delivered  an  account, 
from  29th  March,  1704,  to 
24th  June,  1 705,  which  is 
not  pro  fecuted. 
He  is  accountable  to  nth  Ja- 
nuary following. 

r  His  final  account  to  1 9th  Apri  1 
1 708,  is  declared^  with  a  ba- 
lance due  from  the  accoun- 
tant of  ^.3,170,  2  3 
Are  to  render  an  account  of  the 
profits  an  ling  by  the  recol- 
nace  of  the  public  money 
delivered  by  hira  into  the 
Mint  of  hi*  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  as  King  of  Spain, 
His  final  account  of  the  force* 
jfgr  6  months,  to  24th  June, 
1720,  was  delivered  into 
auditor  Ai  flab  ie*s  office ;  but 
.  being;  very  im perfect,  has 
been  long  fince  withdrawn, 
and  not  re  turned. 
His  accounts  to  24th  Decem- 
ber, 1 764,  are  declared. 

final  account  for  half  a 
year,  from  thence  to  24th 
June,  j  76 J,  is  preparing 
for  declaration. 
His  firft  account,  from  25th 
June,  1765,  to  34th  De- 
cember following, „  is  under 
examination;  his  final  ac- 
count, from  thence  to  24th 
June  1766,  is  alfo  under 
cxami  nation  * 

f  Their    account,    from    25th 

I  J  unet  1 766,  to  24th  Decem- 
ber following,  is  delivered. 
Their  final  account  from  24th 
Pecember,  1766,  to  the 
24th  December,  1767,  is 
„     alfo  delivered. 

The 
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The  Right  Honourable 
George  Cooke  and 
Thomas  Townfhend, 
Efauire,  late  Pay- 
matter  General 

The  Right  Honourable 
Richard  Rigby,  Pay- 
master General 


IThei 

1   •  Dc 
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Their  account,     from  ijth 

December,   1767*  to  21th 

une,    1768,  is  aeHvereu 


{ 


His  accounts  from  25th  Jane, 

1768,  to  24th  December, 

1 769,  are  delivered. 


No.   a. 
Am  Account -of  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Toymafters  General  of  thef$rta, 
from  the  returns  made  by  ihem  to  the  CommiJ/tonets  appointed  to  examine,  iak<» 
and  ft  ate,  the  public  accounts  of  the  kingdom. 


Paymafters. 


Executors  of  Henry  Lord  Holland 
Adminiftratrix  of  Charles  Town- 

ihend,  Efquire  » 

Lord  Nortji   and  George  Cooke, 

Efquire        —  — — 

George  Cooke  and  Tho.   Town 

fhend,  Efquire      — — — - 


Date  of  the  balance. 


Sum. 


*5°t4S6  *    4 

44,42a  4    8 

63,738  3  10 

13,171  14   ? 


377*7*8     J    7 


27  th  September,  1780 
29th  September,  1780 
iothO&ober,  1780 
30thAuguft,  1780 

No.  3. 
fke  examination  of  John  Powell,  Efq.  cajhier  U  theVaymafter  General  of  ib 
forces  i  taken  upon  oath,  the   20th   and  ibth  of  February,  ^th,   iiM,  i$A 
19M,  and  %%th  March,  1781,  before  the  Commiffioners  of  public  accouoft 

THIS  cxaminant  faith,  That  he  is  the  only  acling*  executor  of  Henry 
Lord  Holland,  late  Paymafter  General  of  the  forces :  that  the  fum  a 
356,4561.  as.  4d.  mentioned  in  his  return  to  the  precept  of  this  Board,  upon 
the  27th  of  September  laft,  was,  to  the  beft  or  his  knowledge,  thewhote 
balance  then  remaining  upon  the  account  of  the  find  Henry  Cord  Holland, 
as  Pay  mailer  General  of  the  forces.  When  a  Payrnafter  goes  out  of  office; 
his  accounts  of  the  y  ear's  eilabliihment  axe  generally  carried  on,  either  to 
the  a  4th  of  June,  or  to  the  24th  of  December,  preceding  or  fubfequent  to  Hi* 
refignation  or  death,"  as  moft  convenient  for  the  public  fervice.  If  his  tccountt 
rmf  the  J^th  of  June,  he  recejves  his  prooortion  of  that  year's  fupoiy;  » 
they  end  on  the  24th  of  December,  he  receives  the  whole  year's  fupply,  out 
of  the  Exchequer,  as  it  is  wanted  in  order  of  time.  In  Lord  Holland's  time* 
it  was  the  ufage  of  the  office  to  alk  6T  the  Treafury,  generally  every  four 
months,  a  third  part  of  the  whole  year's  ordinary  Amply ;  but  fince  the  y«J 
1759,  the  practice  has  been,  not  to  apply  for  money  for  any  fervice,  upQ»  * 
pear  the  ufuul  time  for  payment  of  that  fervice,  at  which  time  the  Pay 
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though  out  of  office,  upon  application  to  the  Treafury,  receives  it  by  their 
direction  from  the  Exchequer,  and  applies  it  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  thofe 
who  hare  claims  upon  that  fervice. 

Lord  Holland's  accounts  ended  on  the  24th  of  June,  1765,  and  his  final 
account  was  delivered  into  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Impreft  on  the  1  itb, 
of  January,  177a.  The  balance  for  which  he  is  accountable  to  the  public, 
«  executor  to  the  late  Lord  Holland,  is  at  this  time  fubjecr,  to  the  following 
fervices: 

To  claims  of  the  ftaff  and  hofpital  officers,  and  to  warrants  for  contingen- 
cies and  extraordinaries  voted  by  Parliament  during  the  time  Lord  Holland 
was  in  office,  and  not  yet  claimed,  if  there  be  any  fuch  claims  or  warrants 
ending.  If  Lord  Holland's  accounts  were  clofed,  he  is  inclined  to  think 
thefe  claimants  muft  apply  either  to  the  Treafury  or  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  to 
Knew  their  warrants  for  payment.  As  all  the  fees  for  paffing  the  accounts, 
and  for  the  quietus,  are,  as  he  believes,  provided  for,  the  only  remaining 
payment  to  which  the  prefent  balance  is  fubjed,  is,  the  ufual  gratuity  to  the 
officers  and  clerks  of  the  Paymafler  General,  for  making  up  the  accounts  of 
the  Paymafters  out  of  office  :  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  ray  matters  in  of- 
fice carry  on  and  make  up  the  accounts  of  the  Paymafter  out  of  office ;  for 
which  extra  bufinefs  they  have  no  falary  or  reward  until  the  final  account 
11  ready  to  be  pafled ;  at  which  time  they  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  Treafury, 
pnvying  them  to  obtain  the  King's  warrant  to.  the  Auditors  of  the  Impreft,  to 
allow  them  a  certain  fum  for  this  bufi  nefsj  which  fum,  purfuant  to  this  war- 
tint,  is  paid  to  them  out  of  the  balance. 

The  fums  received  by  a  Paymafter,  after  he  is  out  of  office,  are  cither 
fains  ifTued  to  him  out  ot  the  Exchequer,  which  were  due  for  the  ordinary 
fervice  of  the  army  at  the  time  he  went  out  of  office,  and  for  which  he  had 
at  that  time  credit  at  the  Exchequer ;  or  fums  received  by  him  from  the  Pay- 
master in  office,  by  virtue  of  treafury  warrants,  for  extraordinary  fervices 
advanced  by  him  during  the  time  of  his  being  in  office  ;  or  from  the  Treafury 
in  Ireland,  for  the  pay  of  the  Irifh  regiments  ferving  out  of  that  kingdom 
according  to  the  Irifh  eftablifhment.  Lord  Holland  has  received,  as  be  be- 
Hevet,  all  the  public  money  due  to  him  out  of  the  Exchequer,  and  from  the 
fueceeding  Paymafters,  ana  from  Ireland. 

After  a  Paymafter  has  refigned  his  office,  he  has  continued  to  receive 
money  out  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  following  fervices  : 

The  pay  of  the  general  and  ftaff  officers  at  home  and  abroad ;  the  pay  of 
the  officers  of  the  hofpital  at  home  and  abroad  ;  the  pay  of  the  ftaff  of  the 
garriibns  at  home  ana  abroad;  for  contingencies  of  the  army  at  home  and 
abroad ;  for  houfe  penfioners,  fervants,  and  artificers  of  Chelfea  hofpital ; 
for  half-pay  officers,  widows  allowances,  off-reckonings,  and  the  clearings* 

He  farther  faith,  he  was  Accountant  to  the  Paymafter  General  from  June 
1765  to  March  1 776,  when  he  was  appointed  Caihicr :  that,  during  the  time 
he  was  Accountant,  and,  as  he  believes,  from  the  year  1759,  andnnce  he 
was  appointed  Cafhier,  the  mode  of  ftating  the  army  accounts,  and  of  afking 
for  money,  was  and  has  been  as  follows  : 

The  fums  voted  to  pay  the  general  and  ftaff  officers,  and  the  officers  of  the 
hofpital,  are  generally  asked  of  the  Treafury  at  the  cuftomary  periods  of  pay-, 
ment ;  thefe  fums,  after,  they  are  directed  by  the  Treafury,  and.  received, 

C  c  c  z  remain 
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remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Pay  matter  until  a  certificate  comes  to  him  from 
the  Secretary  at  War,  fpecifying  the  names  and  Nations  of  the  feveral  offi- 
cers actually  employed  :  upon  a  debenture  beirig  made  out,  purfuant  to  that  - ; 
certificate,  and  the  King's  warrant  obtained  agreeable  to  that  debenture*  the 
fums  due  to  the  feveral  officers  are  paid  to  them,  or  to  their  agents,  upon 
their  application. 

The  turns  to  pay  the  ftaff  of  the  garrifons  at  home  and  abroad  areafked  m 
like  manner  as  the  fums  to  pay  the  general  and  ftaff  officers ;  and  when  re- 
ceived, are  paid,  fome  to  the  governors  of  the  garrifons,  or  to  their  agents; 
others,  to  the  officers  themfelves,  or  their  agents. 

He  does  not  recoiled!  that  the  fums  for  contingencies  are  afked  from  the 
Treafury ;  they  are  paid,  when  applied  lor,  purfuant  to  the  warrants  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  out  of  any  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Paymafter  j  war- 
rants for  this  fervice  are  almoft  every  day  patented  to  the  pay  office  for  pay- 
ment. 

The  fums  to  pay  the  houfe  penfioners,  fervants,  and  artificers  of  Chelfea 
hofpital,  are  afked  every  fix  months,  when  twelve  months  are  due,  and  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  Treasurer,  who  is  appointed  by  the  Pay  mailer, 
and  accountable  to  him. 

The  fums  to  pay  half-pay  officers  are  afked  every  fix  months,  when  due, 
and  paid  to  the  feveral  officers  entitled,   or  their  agents,  on  their  application. 

The  fums  to  pay  the,  pennons  to  officers9  widows  are  not,  as  far  as  he  can 
recollect,  afked  of  the  Treafury ;  they  are  paid  by  the  Paymafter  General, 
out  of  any  money  in  his  hands,  to  the  paymafter  of  the  penlions  (who  is  ap- 
pointed by  patent)  upon  his  application,  and  paid  by  him  to  the  claimants 
every  four  months. 

When  fifteen  or  fixteen  months  of  the  off-reckonings  are  due,  it  is  ufual 
for  the  Paymafter  to  alk  of  the  Treafury  for  fix  "months,  and  when  received, 
notice  is  given,  and  the  money  is  paid  foon  after  to  the  perfons  to  whom  the 
colonels  have  affigned  them. 

As  to  the  clearings,  a  debenture  warrant  is  fent  to  the  Paymafter  by  the 
Secretary  at  War,  fignifying  the  King's  directions  to  him  to  make  up  the 
accounts  of  certain  regiments;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  Pay  mafter  ftatet 
the  accounts  of  thofe  regiments,  and  certifies  to  the  King  the  amount  of  the 
full  pay  of  fuch  regiments,  according  to  the  eftablifhment  (provided  no  re- 
fpite  is  directed)  for  the  time  fpecified  in  the  warrant,  upon  which  certificate 
the  King's  warrants  are  obtained  for  the  full  pay  of  the  regiments,  if  there 
is  no  refpite  ;  and  the  Paymafter  applies  to  the  Treafury  for  the  fums  due  for 
clearings,  and  upon  receiving  them,  notice  is  given,  and  they  are  paid  to 
the  agents  of  the  refpedtive  regiments. 

The  fums  for  thefe  feveral  fervices  are  afked  of  the  Treafury,  received, 
and  paid  in  the  fame  manner,  by  the  Paymafter,  whilft  he  is  in  office. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  office  to  introduce  the  annual  receipts  and  payments 
of  a  deputy  Paymafter,  for  extraordinaries,  into  the  Paymafter  General's 
account  for  that  year,  which  account  is  fent  to  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the 
Impreft ;  but  Mr.  Peter  Taylor  and  Mr.  Robert  Paris  Taylor,  who  were  two 
of  Lord  Holland's  deputies,  did,  as  he  is  informed  ana  believes,  at  Lord 
Holland's  requeft,  make  up  their  own  accounts  themfelves,  and  fend  them 
to  the  Auditor's  office  for  their  immediate  examination ;  Lord  Holland  fug* 

getting 
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gdHng  th.it  it  would  be  for  his  own  advantage,  as  well  as  that  of  the  public, 
to  have  thoie  accounts,  which  were  very  voluminous,  and  contained  a  great 
expenditure,  fettled  and  adjuftedas  fpcedily  as  pofliblc,  that  in  cafe  any  arti- 
cles were  difayowed  or  queftioned  by  the  Auditor,  MeflVs.  Taylor,,  ana  their 
aiflants,  might  have  then  an  opportunity  of  explaining  them ;  had  they 
been  inserted  into  the  annual  accounts,  in  the  ulual  manner,  thefe  pcrfbns 
might  have  been  either  dead  or  nbfent  at  the  time  thefe  accounts  came  in 
courfe  under  the  examination  of  the  Auditor. 

The  deputy  paymasters  arc  lubjcct  to  the  control  of  the  Paymafter  Gene- 
ral; they  are  inilructcd  to  fend  their  accounts  to  the  office  by  every  opportu- 
nity that  offer**  and  he  may  call  upon  them  to  account  whenever  he  pleafes. 

This  examinant  farther  faith,  that  he  hath  two  objections  to  clofing  the 
final  account  of  Lord  Holland,  and  paying  the  balance  into  the  Exchequer, 

The  firft  is  the  final  adjuftment  or  the  account  of  Mr.  Robert  Paris  Tay- 
lor, deputy  paymafter  in  Germany  in  the  laft  war,  the  Auditors  having  fur- 
charged  Mr.  R.  P.  Taylor's  account  with  the  fum  of  twelve  thoufand  and 
fifty-two  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  ten-pence  halfpenny ;  which  Mr.  Tay- 
lor does  not  admit  of,  afferting  that  he  has  abfolutcly  paid  the  faid  fum. 

Thefecond  and  principal  objection  is,  that  Mr.  R.  P.  Taylor  has  brought 
» charge  againft  Lord  Holland  of  feven  hundred  eighty-iix  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fifty-feven  guilders  nine  itivcrs,  which,  computed  at  ten  guil- 
ten  fifteen  fHvers  to  the  pound  fterling,  amounts  to  feventy-three  thoufand 
joe  hundred  forty-nine  pounds  ten  lhillings  and  feven  pence  fterling,  for  pro- 
it  ariiing  on  money  tranfactions  in  the  department  of  the  faid  R.  P.  Taylor, 
kputy  paymafter  in  Germany,  which  profit  has  not,  as  yet,  been  fully  paid 
othe  late  Lord  Holland,  or  to  his  executors.  A  profecution  is  commenced 
gainft  Mr.  R.  P.  Taylor,  as  the  principal,  and  the  executors  and  devifecs  of 
tfr.  Peter  Taylor,  deceafed,  (who  was  fecurity  for  R.  P.  Taylor)  for  the 
*lance  ;  who  afTcrt,  that  a  Mailer  in  Chancery  is  the  only  competent  judge 
£  the  account,  before  whom  they  require  the  account  to  be  brought,  tor 
be  determination  and  dccilion  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

This  examinant  farther  faith,  that  he  has  no  objection  to  clofe  the  final 
ccountof  the  late  Lord  Holland  with  the  Auditois,  provided  he  is  allowed 
J  detain  in  his  hands  the  aforefaid  fum  of  feventy-three  thoufand  one  hun- 
red  forty  -nine  pounds  ten  (hillings  and  feven-pence,  until  the  Lord  Chan- 
sllorhas  decided  upon  Mr.  R.  P.  Taylor's  account ;  this  bei;ig  permitted, 
eis  ready  to  pay  the  balance  on  receiving  a  quietus. 

That  upon  application  to  Mr.  John  Woodhoufe,  who  ac"ls  as  his  folicitor, 
e has  received  trom  him  the  following  letter ;  which  contains,  as  he  believes, 
true  account  of  the  proceedings  between  him  and  Mr.  R.  P.  Taylor,  as 
|puty  paymafter  to  the  late  Lord  Holland,  and  the  executors  and  devifees 
r  Mr.  Peter  Taylor,  deceafed. 

"SIR, 
u  In  anfwer  to  your  favour  of  yeftcrday,  defiring  a  ftate  of  the  proceed- 
gs  of  Lord  Holland's  executors  again  ft  Robert  Paris  Taylor,  and  the 
fccutors  and  truftees  of  Peter  Taylor  his  furety  ;  and  whether  any  queftion 
n  arife,  in  the  fuits  depending,  concerning  the  profits  on  Paris  Taylor's 
count,  as  charged  by  himfelf,  amounting  to  feventy-three  thoufand  one  hun- 
«d  forty-nine  pounds  ten  (hillings  and  feven  pence ;  I  am  to  inform  you, 

that 
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that  in  the  beginning  of  laft  year  I  commenced  two  actons,  for  Lord  Hbl* 
land's  executors,  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  the  one  againtt  Robert 
Paris  Taylor,  as  principal ;  the  other  againtt  Mr.  Cornewall,  Mr.  Popham, 
and  Dr.  Schombcrg,  as  executors  and  devifees  of  Peter  Taylor,  upon  ievcril 
bonds,  given  and  executed  by  Robert  Paris  Taylor,  and  Peter  Taylor,  to 
Lord  Holland,  as  Pay  matter  General ;  to  recover  the  fura  of  twenty-eight 
thoufand  one  hundred  eighty-five  pounds  nine  (hillings  and  five  pence  three 
farthings,  appearing  to  be  the  balance  of  Robert  Paris  Taylor's  feveral  ac- 
counts, as  lrated  by  the  Auditors,  and  approved  by  the  Lords  of  the  Tret- 
fury.  In  the  fame  term,  or  foon  after,  two  feparate  bills  were  filed  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  by  the  refpective  agents  of  Robert  Paris  Taylor,  sod 
the  devifees  and  executors  of  Peter  Taylor,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  viz.  for 
referring  the  whole  of  Robert  Paris  Taylor's  accounts  to  a  Matter  in  Chin* 
eery,  infilling  that  they  haaSi  right  fo  to  do  ;  fuggefting  many  errors  in  the 
accounts,  as  Sated  by  the  Auditors,  generally,  andalfo  specifically ;  and  con* 
troverting  their  authority  as  the  only  jurifdiction  for  fettling  fuch  account!  j 
alfo  praying  injunctions ;  which  they  obtained,  it  being  impoffible  to  put  in 
the  anfwers  in  eight  days,  to  flay  the  proceedings  in  the  faid  fuits :  but  the 
aniwers  being  afterwards  filed,  I  moved  to  diflblve  the  injunctions,  and,  upon 
the  plaintiffs  (hewing  caufe  on  the  merits,  the  injunctions  were  diuolved.  Ai 
it  was  practicable,  bv  the  rules  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  proceed  to 
judgments  in  the  actions  at  law,  notwithstanding  the  injunctions,  I  avaikd 
myleif  of  that  privilege,  and,  for  want  of  pleas,  judgments  were  entered  in 
both  fuits,  and  *fcire  facias  has  iffued  againft  the  executors ;  but  that  fuit 
has  not  been  farther  profecuted,  owing  to  the  applications  made  by  their 
folicitor,  who  avers  there  are  errors  in  the  accounts  flated  by  the  Auditon. 

"  The  plaintiffs  in  the  feveral  fuits  in  Chancery  may  proceed  to  a  hearing 
as  foon  as  they  pleafc,  and  if  the  Court  fhall  decree  an  account,  not  only  the 
item  of  fev en ty -three  thoufand  one  handred  forty-nine  pounds  ten  milling* 
and  feven  pence,  but  every  other  item  in  Paris  Taylor's  account,  will  be 
open  to  litigation  before  a  matter,  and  finally  be  decided  by  the  Court)  if 
either  party  fhould  be  dhTatisfied  with  the  mailer's  determination. 

Bridevxll  HofpitaI>  I  am,  Sir, 

Tuffday,  27th  February,  1781.  Your  moft  obedient  fervanr, 

JOHN  WOODHOUSE." 

JohnPowe^,  Efquire. 

That  by  an  abflract  of  Mr.  R.  P.  Taylor's  accounts,  delivered  into  the 
office  of  the  Pay  matter  General,  he  has  charged  himfelf  with  the  fum  of 
feven  hundred  eighty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  fifty-fewi  guilders  nine 
(livers,  as  profit  to  the  public. 

In  the  raymafter  General's  inftructions  to  Mr.  Robert  Part*  Taylor,  he 
directed  him  to  keep  an  exact,  regular,  and  clear  account  of  all  his  receipt* 
and  payments,  and  if  any  profit  arofe  to  the  public  in  the  courfe  of  his  trtnf- 
arfions,  he  was  inftructed  and  ordered  to  charge  himfelf  therewith. 

Guy  Carles  JOHN  POWELL. 

71  Anguijby 

Rich*  Neave, 

Sam.  Beacfjcrtftj 

<uo.  r        '  t 

No.  4- 
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No.  4 

lie  Examination  rf  Charles  Bembridge,  Efq.  accountant  to  the  Paymafter 

Geueralef  the  fines ;  taken  upon  oath,  the  20th  and  %id  of  March,  1781. 

THIS  examinant  (kith,  That  he  carries  on  and  makes  up  the  accounts  of 

be  Paymafters  after  they  are  out  of  office,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  Pay  mafic  r 

a  office. 

The  only  obftacle  to  the  final  adjuftment  of  the  late  Lord  Holland's  ac- 
ount,  it  a  dilpute  relative  to  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Paris  Taylor,, 
ri»  was  one  of  his  deputies. 

The  accounts  of  the  Paymafter  General  are  fent  from  the  Pay  Office  to  the 
pee  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Impreft,  with  near  all  the  payments  infertcd 
iikhliave  at  that  time  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  office,  and  the  vouchers 
v  them ;  after  the  Auditor  has  examined  them,  if  any  doubts  arife,  he  fends 
>  die  Fay  Office  an  account  of  the  queries  he  makes ;  if  any  of  thefe  que- 
es  are  not  anfwered  to  his  fatisfaition,  he  furcharges  the  Paymafter  with  the 
noufit  of  them,  and  returns  t}ie  account  to  the  Pay  Office,  who  add  the 
large,  and  fuch  articles  of  the  difcharge  as  were  not  before  infertcd  ;  it  is 
ten  lent  again  to  the  Auditor's  office  for  examination,  after  which  the  Pay 
ffice  adds  die  totals,  and  ftrikes  the  balance. 

The 'final  accounts  of  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  and  of  Lord  North  and 
If.  Cooke,  and  of  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Thomas.  Townfhend,  have  been  fent 
Jtn  the  Pay  Office  to  the  Auditor's  office,  with  their  feveral  vouchers  ;  none 
them  have  yet  been  returned  back  to  the  Pay  Office,  nor  any  queries  fent 
ither  relative  thereto. 

The  balances  in  the  hands  of  thefe  three  late  Paymafters  are  (till  fubjeel  to 
me  claims  upon  feveral  heads  of  fervices,  and  hkewife  to  the  payment  of 
es  of  divers  natures,  and  of  paffing  their  final  accounts,  and  of  obtaining 
cur  quietus,  and  to  the  payment  oX  the  ufual  gratuity  to  the  officers  of  the 
it  Office  for  carrying  on  and  making^up  thefe  accounts. 
He  knows  of  no  objection  to  making vup  and  paffing  the  accounts  of  a  fub- 
quent  Paymafter,  though  his  predeceflor's  are  not  finished. 

CHARLES  BBMBRIDGE, 

Guy  CarUton, 

T.Angu(Jh, 

Rich*  Neave, 

.  Sam.  Beachcroft, 

Qito.  Drummoud. 

"  '•  No.  5. 

he  Examnatim  0/  John  Lloyd,  Efq.  Deputy  Auditor  of  the  Imtreft  to 

Lord  Sondes;  taken  upon  oath,  the  i\tb  and  ibth  of  March,  1781. 
THIS  examinant  (kith,  That  the  final  account  of  Lord  Holland,  as  Pay- 
after  General  of  the  forces,  for  half  a  year,  from  the  25th  of  December, 
764,  to  the  44th  of  June,  176c,  was  delivered  into  the  office  of  Lord  Sondes 
1  the  1  zthpf  January,  x  772.  The  reafon  why  this  account  is  not  yet  clofed, 
t  that  it  came  from  the  Pay  Office  to  the  Auditor's  office  imperfect,  with 
tanks:  tint  fince  it  came  in,  articles  have  at  feveral  times  been  added,  by 
be  Pay  Office,  both  to  the  charge  and  difcharge :  that  the  greateft  part  of  this 
Dpount  has  been  examined  and  engrpfled ;  but  there  are  ftill  fome  blanks 
£|  which  muft  be  filled  up  before  it  can  be  completely  clofed ;  he  has  feve- 
■•»  .-■■....:.;  ral 
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ral  times  applied  to  the  Pay  Office  to  complete  this  account,  but  it  is  not  yet 
done.  Were  they  to  fend  it  into  ,the  office  correct  and  complete,  with  the 
balance  afcertained,  it  would  probably  be  ready  for  declaration  within  tnree 
months  afterwards.  It  is  the  ufual  and  moft  regular  method  in  the  office, 
not  to  finifh  one  Paymafter's  account  until  thofe  of  his  predecenors  are  clofed. 
This  mode  is  not  absolutely  neceflary  ;  for  though  the  annual  payments,  by 
fucceflive  Paymasters,  follow  each  other  in  order  of  time,  and  fhould  regu- 
larly be  examined  in  the  order  in  which  tl]ey  are  made,  yet  they  are  nptfo 
connected  with  each  other,  as  to  prevent  the  paffing  of  a  fubfequent  Pay- 
mafter's account  before  that  of  his  prcdeceflbr's. 

The  balance  declared,  upon  a  final  account,  to  be  due  from  the  Paymafter, 
is  ufually  directed  by  the  King's  warrant  to  be  paid  by  his  fucceflbr. 

It  appears,  from  the  books,  of  the  office,  that  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend's 
final  account,  from  the  25th  of  December,  1765,  to  the  14th  of  June,  1766, 
was  delivered  into  the  office  of  Lord  Sondes  on  the  14th  of  July,  1777 ;  and 
that  the  final  account  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Cooke,  from  the  25  th  of  De- 
cember, 1766,  to  the  24th  of  December,  1767,  was  delivered  into  the  fame 
office  on  the  30th  of  October,  1779. 

Thefe  two  accounts  are  not  yet  perfect,  neither  the  charges  nor  difcharges 
are  completed ;  but  Mr«  Townfhend's  account  13  under  examination. 

When  an  account  is  ready,  for  doling,  he  returns  the  book  of  accounts  to 
the  Pay  Office,  and  defires  them  to  complete  it ;  upon  receiving  it  back  again, 
he  examines  the  articles  that  are  added,  and  if  both  offices  agree  in  the  ba- 
lance, the  account  is  clofed.  It  is  not  in  his  power  to  "form  any  judgment 
within  what  time  thefe  accounts  will  be  ready  for  declaration,  as  it  does  not 
depend  upon  the  office  of  the  Auditor. 

The  Paymafters  fend  their  accounts  to  the  Auditor's  office  at  fuch  times  ai 

they  think  proper ;  after  they  are  delivered  in,  they  lie  open  at  the  office  for 

any  additions  that  may  be  made  to  them,  at  any  time,  until  they  are  clofed. 

1  The  Auditor  has  no  power  of  compelling  accountants  to  deliver  in  their 

accounts  for  examination. 

JOHN  LLOYD. 

Guy  Carlctotty 
T.  Anguijhs) 
Sam.  Beacbcrofty 
Geo.  Drummond. 

No.  6. 
The  Examination  of  John  Bray,  Efquire,  Deputy  Auditor  of  the  Imfreft,  to 
William  Aijlabie,  Ef quire  \  taken   upon  oath,  the   iqthj  i6th9  and  lift  tf 
March,  1781. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  That  it  appears  from  the  books  of  the  office,  that 
the  account  of  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  as  Paymafter  General  of  the  forces, 
from  the  25th  of  June  to  the  24th  of  December,  1765,  was  delivered  into 
the  office  of  Mr.  Aiflabie  on  the  8th  of  February,  1776.  This  account  is 
in  great  forwardnefs,  and  fo  near  being  completed,  that  if  the  warrants  grant- 
ing allowances  to  the  deputy  paymafters  and  others  are  procured  by  the  Pay 
Office,  and  delivered  to  the  Auditor's  office  in  afhort  time,  and  the  regimental 
book,  and  book  of  account  attcfled,  he  has  reafon  to  believe  it  will  be  ready 
for  declaration  at  Midfummer  next. 

The 
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The  account  of  lord  North  and  Mr.  Cooke,  from  the  25th  of  June  to  the 
4th  of  December,  1766,  was  delivered  into  the  fame  office  on  the  30th  of 
JQober,  i  779.  This  account  is  as  yet  imperfect,  but  is  under  examination. 

The  accoant  of  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  from  the  25th 
f  December,  1767,  to  the  24th  of  Tune,  1768,  which  is  their  only  ac- 
tmnt,  was  delivered  into  the  fame  office  on  the  15th  of  November,  17  79* 
Phis  account  has  not  yet,  that  he  knows  of,  been  proceeded  upon,  as  there 
re  preceding  accounts  now  in  hand.  The  Auditor  cannot  make  the  ac- 
ounts  of  -the  Paymafters  General  ready  for  declaration  until  they  are  made 
omplete  by,  and  the  balance  fettled  at  the  Pay-office. 

In  an  account,  intitled,  Robert  Paris  Taylor,  Deputy  Paymafter  in  Ger- 
lany,  his  general  account  current  with  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Holland, 
'ajmafter  General,  delivered  by  him  or  his  agents  into  Mr.  Auditor  Aiflabie's 
flnce  fome  time,  as  he  apprehends,  in  the  year  1764,  Mr.  Paris  Taylor  hat 
barged  himfelf  with  feverai  fums,  amounting  together  to  feven  hundred 
ignty-fix  thoufand  three  hundred  fifty-feven  guilders  nine  ftivers,  which,  at, 
le  rate  oi  tea  guilders  fifteen  fHvers  to  the  pound  fierjing,  amounts,  as  he 
imputes  the  fame,  to  feventy-three  thoufand  one  hundred  forty-nine  pounds 
In  (hillings  and  feven  pence,  as  a  profit  to  the  public  on  fundry  payments 
lade  by  him  in  Germany  or  elfewhere.  It  appears  that  the  firft  article  in 
le  faid  account  is  dated  in  April,  1759*  and  is  a  fum  received  by  him  of. 
'cter Taylor,  at  fundry  times;  the  laft  article  is  a  fum  received  by  him  on 
le  a ctfc  of  July,  1763. 

JOHN  BRAY, 
Guy  Garleton, 

Rich.  Neave, 

Sam,  Becuhcroft, 

GeosDrummond. 

No.  7. 
%e  Examination  of  the  Honourable  Charles  James  Fox,  Eftjuire,  taken  »/#» 

oath,  the  ibtb  of  March)  178 1. 
THIS  examinant  faith,  That  he  is  i  mere  fled  in  the  relidue  of  the  perfonal 
fcateof  the  late  Henry,  Lord  Holland,  together  with  his  brother  Colonel 
enry  Fox,  who  is  in  America,  and  his  nephew,  Henry,  Lord  Holland,  an , 
font  about  the  age  of  feven  years. 

That  there  is  a  litigation'  depending  between  the  executors  of  Lord  Hoi* 
ad,  and  Mr.  Robert  Paris  Taylor,  who  was  one  of  his  deputies,  the  de- 
rmination  of  which  may  affect  the  balance  due  from  the  lute  Lord  Holland, 
Paymafter  of  the  forces  ;  as  much  of  that  balance  as  may  be  affecied  by 
at  litigation,  he  objects  to  the  payment  of  into  the  Exchequer;  as  to  tht 
fidue,  he  has  no  objection,  upon  obtaining  a  quietus,  or  an  indemnification 
lUivalent  thereto. 

C.  J.  FOX. 

Guy  Carletonf 

T.  Anguijby 

A.Piggott, 

Rich.  Neave, 

Sam.  B*acbcroft<> 

Geo*  Drummond, 

Vo*.  JI.  Dd  d  No.  8. 32* 
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No.  8.  ^ 

The  Examination  of  the  Right  Honourable  Caroline,  Baronefs  Greenwich; 
taken  upon  oath,  the  ibtb  of  Mar ch9  1781. 
HER  Ladylhip  faith,  That  the^  fumof  forty-four  thoufand  four  hunclfed 
twenty-two  pounds  four  (hillings  and  eight  pence,  mentioned  in  the  return, 
,  made  by  her  to  the  rcquifition  of  this  board,  dated  the  29th  of  September 
laft,  is,  to  the  beft  of  her  knowledge  and  belief,  all  the  public  money  at  that 
time  remaining  in  her  hands,  cuftody,  or  power,  as  adminiftratrix  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Charles  Townfhend,  late  Pay  mailer  General  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces. 

She  has  no  objection  to  the  payment  of  this  balance  into  the  Exchequer, 
upon  receiving  a  proper  difcharge,  1 

GREENWICH. 
Guy  Carleton, 
!t.  Anguijb,  i 

.     .Rich,  wave,  ' 

.Sam,  Beacbcroft, 
Geo,  Drummond. 

No.  9. 
See  Examination  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  North ;  taken  upon  omthy  the 
x^d and  Tpth  of 'March,  178 1. 
LORD  NORTH  fays,    That   the  fum  of    fisty-three  thoufand  fey<* 
hundred  thirtv-cight  pounds  three  {hillings  and  ten-pence,  mentioned  in  the 
return  made  by  him  to  the  requifition  of  this  Board,  dated  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber laft,  is,  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  all  the  public  money  at 
that  time  remaining  in  his  hands,  cuftody,  or  power,  as  late  Paymafter  of 
the  forces  jointly  with  George  Cooke,  Eftjuire,  deceaied. 

This  fum  is  fubjed  to  the  fervices  for  which  it  was  granted,  in  cafe  there  are 
any  demands  upon  thofc  fervices  unfatisfied,  and  to  the  payment  of  the  fees 
pf  making  up  and  pafting  his  accounts,  and  the  payment  of  the  gratuities  to 
the  officers  of  the  pay-office  for  carrying  on  and  making  up  his  accounts. 

He  has  no  objection  to  pay  in  the  whole  balance  into  the  Exchequer,  either 
upon  receiving  a  quietus,  or  a  fecurity  equivalent  to  a  quietus,  that  may 
equally  fecure  himfelf  and  his  family  from  any  farther  claims  from  the  pub- 
*    lie  upon  him,  as  late  Paymafter  of  the  forces.  . 

NORTH. 

Guy  Carleton% 
7*.  Anguijh, 
Rich.  Heave, 
$am.  Bearhcrofty 
Geo.  Drummond. 

No.  10. 
7%e  Examination  of  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas  Townfhend,  taken  upon  oathf 
the  27M  of  March,  1781. 
THIS  cxaminant  faith,  That  the  fum  of  thirteen  thoufand  one  hundred 
fpventy-one  pounds  fourteen  fhillings  and  nine-pence,  mentioned  in  the  re- 
turn made  by  him  to  the  requifition  of  this  Board,  dated  the  30th  of  Auguft 
laft,  is,  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  all  the  public  money  at  that 

time 


L'i)8t.  b    E    B    A    T    E    &  387 

ne  remaining  in  his  hands,  cuftody,  or  power,  as  late  Paymaftef  General 
:  the  forces  jointly  with  George  Cooke,  Efq.  deceafed. 
This  balance  is  ftili  liable  to  fiich  fervices  as  were  voted  during  the  time  he 
m  in  office,  and  have  not  been  yet  fatisfied,  and  to  the  payment  of  the  feet 
hd  ufual  gratuities  for  making  up  and  patting  his  accounts. 
He  has  no  objection  to  the  payment  of  the  balance  into  the  Exchequer* 
XNi  receiving  a  proper  iecurity  and  indemnification. 

THO.  TOWNSHEND. 
Guy  Carieton, 
t.  Anguijh, 

Sam.  Beacheroft,  f  » 

•Geo.  Drumtmndk 

No.  ii. 
* 
*  Examination  of  George  John  Cooke,  Efq.  taken  upon  oath,  the  id  of 

April,  1 78 1. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  That  he  is  interested,  together  with  his  brother* 
iiarles  Molloy,.  Efq.  in  the  refidue  of  the  real  and  perfonal  eftates  of  the 
£  George  Cooke,  Efq.  deceafed,  his  father,  Paymafter  General  of  the 
tees*  jomly,  at  onetime,  with  Lord  North,,  and  at  another  time  with 
nomas  Townfliend,  Efq. 

lie  has  no  objection  to  the  balances  upon  the  joint  accounts  of  Lord  North 
d  the  late  George  Cooke,  Efq,  and  of  Mr.  Thomas  Townfliend  and"  tho 
:e  George  Cooke,  Efq.  as  late  joint  Payraafters  of  the  forces,  being  paid 
to  the  Exchequer,  upon  receiving  a  quietus,  or  an  indemnification  cquiva- 
at  thereto*  . 

GEO.  JOHN  COOKE. 

tfiy  Carle  ton  > 

T.  Anguijh,  %     . 

Rich.  Neave, 

Sam.  Beahcrofty 

Geo.  Drummond. 

No.- 12. 

tie  Examination  of  Charles  Molloy;    taken  upon  oath,  the  id  of  April, 

1781. 

THIS  examinant  faith,  That  he  is  interefled,  together  with  his  brother, 
olonel  George  John  Cooke,  in  the  refidue  of  the  real  and  perfonal  eilates 
f  George  Cooke,  Efq.  his  late  father. 

He  has  no  objection  to  the  payment  into  the  Exchequer  of  the  two  balan- 
a,  the  one  upon  the  joint  account  of  Lord  North  and  his  late  father,  and 
ie  other  upon  the  joint  account  of  Mr.  Thomas  Townfliend  and  his  late 
thcr,  as  joint  Paymafters  of  the  forces,  upon  receiving  a  quietus,  or  an 
idemnification  equivalent  thereto. 

CHARLES  MOLLOY. 

Guy  Carleton, 

T.  Anguifhy 

A.  Piggott,    . 

Geo*  Drummond. 

Dda*  No,ivM<tafc* 
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No  .13. ' 
41  Gentlemen, 
i4  AGREEABLE,  to  your  precept,  dated  the  14th  of  March,  1781,  re* 
quiring  an  account  of  the  total  furas  received  and  paid  by  Robert  Paris  Tty. 
lor,  Elq.  as  Deputy  Paymafter  of  the  forces  to  the  late  Lord  Holland,  &c 
I  hereby  acquaint  you,  that  in  the  account  entitled  as  follows : 

Robert  Paris  Taylor,  Deputy  Paymafter  in  Germany,   his  general  ao 
count  current  with  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Holland,  Payiaafter 
General,  &c. 
M  The  film  total  charged  in  the  faid  account  amounts  to  9,819,107  gn. 
afts.;  which  being  reduced  into  fterling,  at  the  rate  of  grs.   10.  1 J  its.  to 
the  pound  fterling,  produces  ^.913,405.  6.  2|.— That  the  total  of  the  dis- 
charge part  thereof  amounts  to  grs.  9,438,595.  14  lire.  iad. ;  which,  re- 
duced into  fterling,  at  the  above  rate,  produces  £.  878,008.  18.  1  {—-And 
that  the  balance  of  the  faid  account  is  grs.  380,5 1 1.  7  fts.  4d. ;  which,  re- 
duced alfo  into  fterling,  at  the  fame  rate,  produces  £.35,396*  8.  if. 

•*  The  furcharges,  amounting  to  £.12,052.  13.  io§.  for  which  the  wo* 
per  Touchers  have  not  been  produced  to  the  auditor,  appear  to  be  matt  s 
feparate  charge  in  Lord  Holland's  final  account,  ending  Midfumxner,  176$, 
and  are  not  included  in  the  aforegoing  total  of  ^.913,405.  6.  *{. 

"  The  firft  and  laft  dates  in  the  charge  are,  April,  1759,  and  the  25th 
July,  1763. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  with  refpeel, 

Your  rood  obedient  bumble  fenrant. 

Actors  OJki,  JOHN  BRAT. 

•70  March,  i7|i»  Deputy  to  William  Aiflabie,  Efq.  Auditor." 

The  Commiffioners  of  Public  Accounts. 

Holland's  Currency.  Sterling. 

Grs.      Sirs.    D. 
Total         1 
Cauuge       j  9»8*9»'°7    »    —     <C-9'3»8oS    6    af  ,   . 

DUcbaw    }  9i43»>S9S    >4    "    £-878,008  i8~ 

Balance  due  -t  . 

by  Robert    \  380,511      7      4    £.  35,396    8     i§ 

Pan*  Taylor  J  1 


6.9,819,107    2     I     ^.913,405      6,    aj 
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No.  14. 
ta  Account  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Henry  Lord  Holland, 
fete  Paymafter  General  of  the. forces,  upon  the  24th  of  June,  1769;  and 
of  the  total  fums  received  and  paid  by  the  faid  Lord  Holland,  or  his  repre- 
sentatives, from  the  24th  of  June,  1765,  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  176$,  and 
for  every  year  from  the  faid  24th  of  Dec.  to  the  24th  of  D;c.  1780;  with 
the  total  of  the  Balances  remaining  in  his  hands  at  the  end  of  each  year. 

Wince  June  24,  1765     — 
from  June  2  5  to  Dec.  24, 1 76$ 


WanceDec.  24,  1765 
Anno  1766 

UtnceDec.  24,  1766 
>  Anno  1767 

kbnceDec.  24,  1767 
Anno  1768 

i*Iancei)ec.  24,  1768 
.    Anno  1769 

IskhceDec.  24,  1769 
Anno  1770 

Msnce  Dec.  24,  1770 
.  Anno  1771 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1771 
Anno  1772 

hknceDec.  24,  1772 
Anno  1773 

khnceDec.  24,  1773 
Anno  1774 

Wince  Dec.  24,  1774 
Anno  1775 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1775 
Anno  1776 

hlance  Dec.  24,  1776 
Anno  1777 

Uance  De««  24,  1777 
Anno  1778 

Uance  Dec.  24,  1778 
Anno  1779 

ialance  Dec.  24,  1779 
'    Anno  1780 


ihuce  Dee,  %+,  tySo 

***<&*,  Br/k.G*mb,  March  »,  17IU 


Sums  received. 

^9,773  l6  : 

417,185     8  7 
240,590 

l7h91%  ll  7 
10,234     9  3 

24,978  17  5 

5,402      t  6 

149  19 10 

34i  15  3 

—  ~6 

6,467  ~  1 

23,2x2  16 

1,166  —  J 

10,428     4  a 


Sum*  paid. 
456,590    15 

4« 7,385     3  5 

*45i839     3 IO 
93,350    6  9 
47,670   10  2 
68,605    18  6 
1,799     5  «" 
25,643     6  7 

9*9      5  3 

1,998   19  4 
1,281     8  2 

5>999     7  5 

202,123    to  9 

x,i8x     4  2 

a,666   10  0 

Balances. 

497,606  17     6 

36,816   18       9 

460,789     18     9 
199     14  IO 

460,590        3   II 

5»*49      3    * 

455»34i    —   * 
78,623     4  10 

533,964     5  — 
37,430  —  11 

49°,5*8     4    X 
43»°*7      x     * 

452,001     3  — 
3,602    15    7 

456»S°3    18    7 
*5>493    '6    9 

431,010    II  10 
577    10  — 

43°»433     r  10 
1,998  13  10 

428,434     8  ~ 
5,185    XI   II 

1433,619  19  11 

433,619   19  XI 
17,213     8    7 

450,833     8    6 
202,123   xo    9 

248,709  17    9 
*5     3    9 

248,604  14  — 
7,761   14    * 

U-'t 


low*  wmu- 
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An  Account  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Right  Hon.  C 
Tovrnfhend,  Paymafter  General  of  the  forces,  upon  the  24th  of  June, 
and  of  the  total:  fains  received  and  paid  by,  the  faid  C.  Townfliend,  or  I 
prefentatives,  from  the  24th  of  June,  1766,  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  17& 
for  every  year  from  the  (aid  »24th  of  Dec.  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  1 780  j 
the  total  01  the  balances  remaining  in  his  hands  at  the  end  of  each  yes 


384,640     9  7 

439,533   16  7 

60,812   16  6 

99,203     2  3 

4>S4*     * 


Balance  June  24  1766      — 
From  June  x  5  to  Dec.  24, 1 766 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1766 

Anno  1767 
Balance  Dec.  24,  1767 

Anno  1768 
Balance  Dec.  2^  1768 

Anno  1769 
Balance  Dec.  24,   1769 

Anno  1770 
Baknce  Dec.  24,  1770 

Anno  1771 
Balance  Dec.  24,  1771 

Anno  1772 
Balance  Dec.  24,  1772 

Anno  1773 
Balance  Dec.  24;  1773 

Anno  1774" 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1774 

Anno  1775 
Balance  Dec.  24.  1775 

Anno  1776 
Balance  Dec.  24,  1776 

Anno  1777 
Balance  Dec.  24,  1777 

Anno  1778 
Balance  Dec.  24,  1778 

Anno  1779' 
Balance  Dec.  24^  1779 

Anno  1780 
Balance  Dec.  24,   1780 

Balance  as  above      — 

Balances  in  the  hands  of  fundry'perfons  — 

Amount  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands, 
enftody,  or  power,  of  the  representative 

*  of  the  lafe  R,t«  Hon.  Charles  Townihend, 
Paymafter  General  of  the  for*cs^ 

TaytyFce,  March  31,  1781. 


Sums  received. 


!00  —  — 


IO4  —  — 


2,217    I0   n 


Sums  p 
499»309 

aid.' 

8  11 

—    2 

18  10 

I    10 

17  — 

12     6 

~7  8 
16  1 
16  8 

74 

156 
9  ^ 

Balanc 
196,997 
114.668 

333,100 

81,428 
106,433 

*47>2I4 

187,862 
186,402 

64,967 

,    X»4S9 
^4,236  • 

i>44S 

35*696  * 

i,44< 

34^5° 
4*<4i 

4,000 
586 

38>79I 

4,000  • 

•  34>79* 
586 

~5J 

34,204 
84 

34 

34,120 
*< 

122 

34>iSc 

'— . 

34»i66 

1 

34,166 

— 

34,166 

652 

34,160 
x^6«; 



35>73* 

3S»73i 
8,490 

44,22J 

CBNULB&  ^SMSftlW 
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'      *  No.    16.  ' 

An  Account  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Ijforth  aud  George  Cooke,  Eiq.  raymalter  General  of  the  forces,  upon 
the  14th  of  Dec.  1767 ;  and  ot  the  total  fums  received  and  paid  by  the 
lad  Lord  North  and  George  Cooke,  Efq.  or  his  reprefentative,  from  the 
lith  of  Dec.  1767,  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  1768,  and  for  every  year  from  the 
laid  24th  of  Dec.  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  1780 ;  with  the  total  of  the  ba- 
lances remaining  in  their  hands  at  the  end  of  each  year. 


35,000     5  — 


Balance  Dec.  24,  1 767 
Anno  1768 

(Balance  Dec.  24,  1768 
Anno  1769 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1769 
Anno  1770 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1770 
Anno  1771 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1771 
Anno  1772 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1772 
Anno  1773 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1773 
Anno  1774 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1774 
Anno  1775 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1775 
Anno  1776 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1776 
Anno  1777 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1777 
Anno  1778 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1778 
Anno  1779 

lalance  Dec.  24,  1779      — 
Anno  1780 

alance  Dec.  24,  1780      — 

alance  as  above 

alance  in  the  hands  of  fundry  perfons  — 
mount  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands, 
cuflody,  or  power,  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
North,  late  Paymafter  General  of  the  forces, 
jointly  with  Qeorge  Cooke,  Efq.  deccafed.l    — — 


Sums  received. 
371,102      2 — 

111,985    18     I 

74,196  —    3 


35,000 

22        2       8 

35,000 

35,000 

83>776   —  9 


Sums  paid. 
377,281      9 


57.547 

6,191     3  10 


Balances. 

94»758  13  *° 
6»279    7     3 


149,024  18 

1 

7 

10 
.  1 

9 

88,579  6 
37»°39  — 

7 

56,960  12 

51,540  6 
x7>*35  7 

I 

11,626  IO 

68,77c  14 
11,626  10 

3 

10 

6,IXO  

57.  M9  3 

6,110  — 

S 
1 

35>IJ7  xi 

5I>°39  3 
35»"7  *i 

4 
9 

■  — 

15.921  n 
35,000  5 

7 

35,000  — 

50,921  16 
35,000  — 

7 

173  — 

15,921  16 
34,827  — 

7 

35,000  — 

50,748  16 
34.977  17 

7 
4 

35,000  — 

1^,770  19 

3 

35,000  — 

15,770  19 

5 

42,000  — 

15,770  19 
4i,776  — 

3 
9 

— 

57.547  — 

— 

PayOmce,  March  31,  ijSi. 
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'    tto.  17. 

An  Account  of  the  balance  remainingin  the  hands  of  George  Cooke  and  da 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Townihend,  Tayinafter  General  of  the  forces,  up* 
the  24th  of  June,  1768 ;  and  of  the  total  fums  received  and  paid  bjrtta" 
laid  George  Cooke,  or  his  reprcfentnnvc,  and  i he  ft  id  Thomas  Townftei% 
from  the  24th  of  June,  1768*  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  1768,  andforereif 
year  from  the  faid  24th  of  Dec,  to  the  24th  of  Dec.  1780 ;  with  the  tot* 
of  the  balances  remaining  in  their  hands  at  the  end  of  each  yean 

Balance  June  24,  1768     *— 
Trom  June  25  to  Dec.  24, 1768 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1768 
Anno  1769 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1769 
Anno  1770 


Balance  Dec.  24,  1770 
Anno  1771 

Balance  Dec.  24,  f  771 
Anno  1772 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1772 
Anno  1773 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1773 
Anno  1774 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1774 
Anno  1775 

-   Balance  Dtfc.  24,  1775 
Anno  1776 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1776 
Anno  1777 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1777 
Anno  1778 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1778 
Anno  1779 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1779 
Anno  1780 

Balance  Dec.  24,  1 780      — 


Sums  rccc'iTcd. 
201,825     4     4 

171,507   17     I 

4,807       2  IO 


49    5     * 


8,886    3     5 


Balance  as  above  —  — 

Balances  in  the  hands  of  fundry  perfons     - 

Amount  of  the  public  money  m   he  hands, 

cuftody,  or  power,  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Tho. 

Towxilhendj    late  Paymaflev   General  of 

the  forces,   jointly  with  George.  CooVtA 

Pay  Office,  March  31,  i7«i  \SU»2UE&  TOlWBg^ 


Sums  paid, 

*75»677  —    * 


155,909  — 

50,102  17 
8,039  xo 
4,04i(  12    3 
856    2  1 
50  —  . 
46  ~_ 


& 


Balance). 

117,111  1$  $ 
73.*S*  n  9 


43.359  * 
iS»598  " 


58,958  16  t 

45.J9S  «♦  «i 


13,663   1  9 
7,990  ♦» 


5,67a  16  10 
4,041  »  J' 


1,631  * ; 
856  »»* 


775  »  9 
50 


7*5  «  » 
46-- 


679  1  9 


679  1  9 


679  1  9 


■\ 


679   »  » 


679   «  J 
8,886   3  S 

9.565  Tjj 


\n>v\\^ 
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Annual  Intereft. 

Brought  over  109 11  13   0 

Intereft   upon  15,921,  from  24  Dec*  1772  to  24  Dec,    177$  636  16  — 

Ditto        50,921,  from  24  Do.    1773  to  24  Do.     1774  2,036  16  — 

Ditto         15,921*  from  24  Do.    1774  to  24  Do.     1775  656  16  — 

Ditto        50,748,  from  24  Do.    1775  to  24  Do.     1776  2,029  18  — 

Ditto        x  5?77°»  from  24  Do.    1776  to  24  Do.     1777  630  16  — 

Ditto         15*770,  from  24  Do.    1777  to  24  Do.     1778  630  16  — 

Ditto     '    15*770,  from  24  Do.    1 778  to  24  Do.     1779  630  16  — 

JJiltQ        15*770,  from  24  Do.    1779  to  24  Do.     1780  630  16  — 

Total  18,775    3- 


Total  3,419  15  — 

Total  of  Intereft,       294,836  14  — 

In  the  above  calculation,  no  Intereft  is  reckoned  upon  the  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymafter  during  the  firft  fix  months  after  he  refigncd  his  office ; 
the  balance  remaining  in  his  hands  at  the  end  of  each  year  is  the  furo  on 
which  intereft 'is  caft  for  the  foregoing  twelve  months.  Intereft  for  the  year 
1780  is  reckoned  only  upon  the  balance  of  the  year  1779,  and  not  upon  any 
money  received  by  him  during  the  year  1786, 

No.  19. 

An  account  of  the  Public  Money  ijjued  from  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer  U  the 
following  pay maflers-gencral  of  the  forces,  by  way  of  impreft  and  upon  accmtx 
from  the  ift  of  January,  1756,  to  the  y>th  of  September,   1780. 

Henrv  pox,    Efq.  afterwards  Lord  Holland  — •      45*907,6071.  165.  4W1 

Charles  Townfhend,  Efq.                      2,138,5191.  —    M. 

Frederick  Lord  North  ana  George  Cooke,  Efq.  —      1*957,5431.  14s.  3$d. 

George  cQOke  and  Thomas  Towoihend,  Efqrs,  _    S7°filll*  "»•  — i« 

ReroiT 
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from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  John  Touchet  and  John 
agent  for  the  Britijh  fuljetls  refiding  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 
;JJa,  and  their  fever al  dependencies,  ivhofe  names  are  fubfcrihed  to  the 
thereinafter  fet  forth  ;  and  alfo  the  petition  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq\ 
t  General,  and  of  Philip  Francis  and  Edward  Wilder,  Efqrs.  Counfel- 
the  government  of  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal ;  and  alfo 
ion  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England)  trading  to  the  Eajl* 
were  fever  ally  referred* 

Commitittee  having  taken  into  confideration  the  above  petitions  of 
rnor  General  and  Council  of  Bengal,  and  of  the  Britifh  inhabi- 
the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  OrhTa,  relative  to  the  pro- 
nd  claims"  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (fo  far  as  thofe  pro- 
md  claims  are  allcdgcd  to  affect  the  cxercife  of  the  powers  of  legal 
tit,  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  provinces,  the  adminiftration  of 
criminal  juftice,  the  collection  of  the  public  revenues,  and  the  infti- 
uftoms,  and  prejudices  of  the  native  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the 
privileges  of  Britifh  fubje&s  refiding  in  that  part  of  India.) 
order  to  collect,  and  lay  before  the  Houfc,  a  body  of  fa&s,  which 
rc  as  a  foundation  for  fuch  provifion  as  the  wifdom  of  Parliament 
it  to  make,  towards  the  future  tranquility  and  welfare  of  thefe  pro- 
i  every  point  of  view  fo  important  to  this  kingdom^  your  Com- 
e  reaa  a  number  of  papers  tranfmitted  from  India  to  the  Court  of 
and  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  fouthern  deparartment  ; 
alfo  carefully  examined  fevcral  witneflbs,  competent  to  afford  full 
n  on  all  the  objects  of  inquiry  which  your  Committee  have  been 
d  to  bring  under  their  view. 

fe  witneffes  your  Committee  think  it  proper  to  obfei  ve,  that  al- 
ey  are  all  perfons  minutely  convcrfant  in  the  affairs  of  Bengal,  yet 
hem  appear  to  be,  dircdly  or  indirectly,  concerned  in  feveral  of 
ftons  which  have  brought  on  the  late  difpiites.  Some  alfo  who  are 
:o  India,  though  not  thcnifelves  parties,  may  become^  on  account  of 
obnoxious  to  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  the  prefent  contentions,  and 
remain  there  in  different  defenptions  of  power.     Others  too  have 

(if  any  prejudice  docs  arife  from  the  relative  lituations  of  men  in 
in  that  country)  may  again  ftand,  in  fituations  which  may  poflibly 
:m  as  much  prejudiced  as  any  of  the  prefent  parties,  again  ft  the 
imed  and  exercifed  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

)blervations,  with  regard  to  the  evidence,  your  Committee  held  it 
•  to  fuggeft ;  but  the  Committee  did  not  think  thcmfelves  juftified 
j  any  teftimony,  on  account  of  circumftances  which  feem  unavoid- 

narrow  a  fociety  as  that  formed  by  the  natives  of  Great-Britain 
Bengal ;  nor  in  withholding  from  the  Houfe  on  their  own  opinion, 
r  of  information  derived  from  the  only  fource  from  whence  the 
nformation  can  be  drawn. 

llty  nearly  of  the  fame  nature  occurred,  with  regard  to  the  Written 
&  great  part  of  the  papers  tranfmitted  not  having  been  previoufly 
ated  to  each  other  by  the  contending  parties. —  The  advantage, 
to  be  derived  from  their  reciprocal  corrections  and  explanations, 
denials  of  unproved,  and  their  fupplements  of  defective  fafts  is 
evitably  loft  to  the  Committee,  and  to  the  IlouCe. 

ice  z  V 
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It  appears  expedient  alfo,  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  that  no  agent  hath  been 
appointed,  or  did  attend  the  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature.  No  verbal  evidence  for  them  was  pointed  out  to  your  Committee, 
except  a  fuggertion,  that  they  wiflied  Mr.  Banvell,  late  one  of  the  Council 
General  to  be  examined  ;  and  him  your  Committee  did  examine  accordingly. 
For  the  reft,  the  whole  of  the  matter  alledged  in  favour  of  their  claims,  or  in 
juftification  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Court,  is  contained  in  the  letters  of  tbe 
Judges  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  in  their  letters  to  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  in  their  arguments  (as  they  are  taken)  in  giving  judgment  on  fundry 
cafes  tried  before  them. 

But  in  the  midft  of  thefe  difficulties,  your  Committee  have  the  fatisfa&ioi 
to  find  that  no  controvcrfy  exifts  concerning  the  leading  facts  which  have 
given  rife  to  the  difpute.  The  principal  difference  between  the  parties,  con- 
lifting  in  the  motives  affigned  for  the  acts  mutually  complained  of,  and  the 
tendency  of  thofe  acts  to  the  public  benefit  or  prejudice.  And  it  is  remark- 
able, that  an  unufual  degree  of  confiftency  or  uniformity  prevails  in  the  evi- 
dence delivered  by  fo  many  perfons,  on  the  cuftoms,  manners,  and  difpofirions 
of  the  natives  of  India  -,  and  your  Committee  conceive,  that  this  Body  of 
evidence,  together  with  the  other  materials  contained  in  this  report,  will  fully 
enable  the  lioufe  to  detennine  on  the  fitnefs  or  unhtnefs  of  the  application  0! 
the  laws  of  England  to  the  government  of  that  people,  or  in  deciding  op  the 
extent  of  the  jurifdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  the  purpofe  of  fuper- 
feding  or  controlling,  or  making  it  lupplemental  to  the  country  courts  which 
now  act  in  Bengal,  according  to  the  forms,  and  on  the  principles  long  preva- 
lent in  that  part  of  India,  which  are  totally  different  from,  and  in  many  re- 
flects repugnant  to  the  laws  and  ufages  or  this  kingdom. 

Your  Committee  applied  themfelves  in  examining  the  matter  of  the  peti- 
tions referred  tg  them,  to  the  general  adminiftration,  ift,  of  civil  jufhee; 
2dly,  of  criminal  juftice ;  3dly,  of  hiflice  in  revenue  matters,  or  thofe 
which  arofe  from  obligations  contracted  on  account  of  revenue.  This  gene- 
ral enquiry  has  naturally  taken  in  the  defcriptions  of  people,  as  well  as  the 
quality  of  the  caufes,  which  became  objects  of  the  difputed  jurisdiction  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

But  as  the  principles  which  regulated  the  admi niftration  of  jufHce  under 
thefe  fevcral  heads  are  to  be  found  in  certain  caufes  of  importance,  litigated 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  arc  beft  elucidated  by  them,  your  Committee 
thought  it  their  duty  to  report  particularly  the  facts  which  have  appeared  in 
the  agitation  of  theie  caufes  ;  fluting  the  others  in  a  more  fummary  manner, 
and  folely  to  afford  to  the  Houfe  a  view  of  the  extent  and  operation  of  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  leading  caufes  ;  they  therefore  directed  their  prin- 
cipal attention  to  the  Patna  caufe,  the  Dacca  caufe,  the  Coffijurah  caufc,  an4 
the  effects  of  the  execution  of  the  Rajah  Nundcomar,  on  a  criminal  charge, 
profecuted  to  conviction  and  fentence  under  the  ftatute  law  of  England. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  the  differences  between  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  which  have  lately 
broken  out  into  an  open  and  avowed  refiftance  by  a  military  power,  to  the 
procefs  of  the  law,  began  very  early  after  the  arrival  of  the  Judges  at  Cal- 
cutta ;  and  that,  after  having  propofed,  without  effect,  various  arrangements 
arnongft  themfelves,  for  fettling  the  matters  in  difpute,  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral 
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ral  and  Council  made,  in  the  courfe  of  their  correfpondence,  various  rcprv- 
faiutions  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
die  principles  laid  down  by  them  relative  to  the  extent  and  objects  of  their 
jorifliction ;  and  dated,  in  a  very  ilrong  manner,  the  effect  which  they  ap- 
prehended would  refult  from  their  perftverauce  in  fuch  proceedings  and  prin- 
ciples. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  the  Directors  of  the  Eafr-India  Company,  in 
confequence  of  the  faid  repreicntations,  on  the  19th  or  November,  1777,  felt 
1  letter  to  Lord  Weymouth,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  foutheru  department. 
In  this  letter  they  fhitc, 

Pint,  That  the  Court  has  extended  it?  jurifdittion  to  perfons  whom  it  does 
lot  appear  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  King  or  Parliament  to  l'uhnut  to 
tijunfdiction. 

Secondly,  That  it  has  taken  cognizance  of  matters,  both  originally  an  J 
tending  the  fuit,  the  exclulive  cognizance  of  which,  they  humbly  contrive 
t  u  have  been  the  intention  of  the  King  and  Parliament  to  leave  to  other 
ourts. 

Thirdly,  That  it  has  claimed  a  right  of  demanding  c\iiicncr,  and  of  in- 
jecting records,  which  they  conceive  it  had  no  right  to  ilc-maud  or  infjx-.t. 

Fourthly,  That  the  judges  conlider  the  criminal  law  oi  Knghnui  as  in  foice, 
nd  binding,  upon  the  natives  of  Bengal,  though  utterly  r«-pu;;nant  to  ihc 
Mrs  and  cuftoms  by  which  they  have  formerly  been  foverrv  d. 

Under  each  of  thefe  heads,  the  Dirc.Tois  of  the  l.v.r  India  Company  have 
bited  a  variety  of  facts,  and  have  add'.-d  arguments  with  n-ipirt  to  the  ion fr- 
[Utnces  likely  to  refult  from  the  jurif 'diction  ailamcd  a»id  excrcifed  by  Uu  Su- 
preme Court  of  Judicature. 

This  letter,  containing  a  fummary  of  :*11  the  print !p?i!  m:itt?rs  difputed  nr 
complained  ot  in  the  adiui uiri ration  of  iuiii.'e,  from  the  :irrii;il  of  !■:..•  JiJ^rs 
n  India  to  the  beginning  of  the  year  17  77,  your  Committee  bv/t  ivav  par- 
iularly  to  retVr  the  Home  to  a  copy  thereof  •. 

Yvut 

*  The  following  is  an  authentic  copy  of  the  sbove-rr.cntioncl  I'-fT. 
T§jbe  Right  Honour  able  the  Lord  Vijc ount  Weymouth ,  tne  of  his  A?</  '„'.>'-'  /'•*-  'p&l 
S : crei a-  ies  of  Stale. 

My  Lord, 

IT  it  not  without  rclufiar.ee,  that  we  trouble  your  Lwifhip  a  ft-rsmJ  time  ra 
the  fubjeft  cf  the  f%rc:al  letter i  and  paper*  adircfT'd  \-j  ■•.,  cr:.?r  :*\  the  j»o»cr- 
Bor general  and  co-jncii,  or  ty  the  judges  of  tr.c  fviprcsne  '.,*:*  <A  t'.fitf  tfv..e  in 
Bengal;  of  :hi:ie  we  have  liteiy  tranlmirtcd  ccp:t:  to  *.our  Im^Hm;,  ,  ;.nd  «hc 
■eceffiry  we  feel  of  giving  precifc  infrrsjfnor.i  to  tt.e  gV'crr.rjj  ycun-u  *n'i  r</*»n- 
:il,  as  weii  for  shsir  q-ab  cor,<Ju£  ai  for  this  of  •h*  (-v.'Orrii'/vrr.'.ris  *7*d 
Mir  earn  eft  defire  to  conform  our&ivc*  it.  tl.eft  i  r.  ft ;  .:;.\:..  *o  •■-.;,:.•  *.«,  j\J,»;' Ay 
a  his  wifdoa  fcaii  les  tz,  coxp'-i  u»  to  *^f  iy  '»i;:«.;.  J>*  >  *~t  WA'.\\\t>  on  ttn» 
ttbjc£i. 

In  the  papers  to  which  we  t*£ct  yovir  iori  £.:;#,  it  r.  f*it«<2,  t':-**  *:.».  ;,jr»M»/.roii 
rxcrcifed  by  the  fuprcn.e  coux  tot  m  •+ 1 .  t  *  vj :  *.  * :  •  «*;.;".. «;  «i  ',<:..-,  M  *  ( *  I»  y  *  *  I  -\t  *.  i  ■- 
patent  at  Bengal,  ha;  inva.vtd  »he  f;.*.:.r.t*.  <.:  f.t  ivn^r,/,  »»4  ojfiw.  «#f  "h« 
Kveauc  acting  under  the..-  aether.:/,  :,*  <  .-e;:rr/'4^u.  ".'  C*..^*li/  *:«d  ^.:wcf.. 

'J  ♦,'*•. 
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Your  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  caufe  of  Nadarah  Begum,  againft 
Behadar  Beg,  Can  zee  Sadhee,  Muftee  Bara&oolah,  and  Muftee  (Jullaum 
Mucdoora,  generally  known  by  the  name  of  "  The  Patna  caufe.*' 

That  the  excrcife  of  this  jurifdi£lioii  muft  inevitably  tend  to  render  the  collec. 
tion  of  the  company's  revenues  impracticable  5  to  abridge  the  power  of  the  fu- 
preme  council  and  fubordinate  factories,  and  tliereby  to  prevent  the  carrying  of 
any  ufcfulplan  into  execution  for  fettling  the  country,  and  for  eftablifhing  the  go- 
vernment thereof  on  a  folid  and  permanent  foundation. 

That  another  confequence  to  be  feared  from  the  exercife  of  this  jurifdicu'on,  is 
the  alienation  of  the  minds  of  the  natives  j  who  cannot,  without  great  concern, 
fee  a  body  of  laws  introduced  which  clam  with  their  conftitutional  peculiarities, 
and  with  their  religious  fentiments  and  prejudices  ;  and  who  muft  feel  the  moft 
fenfible  alarms  on  finding  themfclvcs  cxpoied  to  have  their  perfons  fcized,  and 
their  laws  of  property  changed,  by  the  orders  of  a  court  to  whofe  jurifdi&ion 
they  were  ftrangers. 

Nor  can  we  fuppofe,  that  thefc  fears  and  apprchenfions  will  appear  to  your 
lordfhip  to  be  without  foundation,  when  in  the  annexed  papers  you  obferveitto 
6c  ftatcd, 

I.  That  the  court  has  extended  its  jurifdiction  to  perfons  whom  it  doe«  notap* 
pear  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  King  or  of  Parliament,  to  fudmit  to  its 
jurifdi&ion. 

II.  That  it  has  taken  cognizance  of  *nattcn ,  both  originally  and  pending  the 
fuit,  the  exclufivc  cognizance  of  which  we  humbly  conceive  it  to  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  King  and  Parliament  to  leave  to  other  courts. 

III.  That  it  has  claimed  a  right  of  demanding  evidence,  and  of  infpe&ing  re- 
cords, which  we  conceive  it  had  no  rigjht  to  demand  or  infpe£t. 

Under  the  firft  head  your  lordfhip  will  obferve  it  is  ftated, 

That  writs  have  been  iflued  by  the  fuprcme  court  into  all  parts  of  the  pro- 
vinces, for  bringing  up  Zemindars,  farmers,  and  other  natives,  proprietors  of 
lands,  to  the  court  of  Calcutta,  at  the  fuit,  and  to  anfwer  to  complaints,  of 
natives. 

That  by  fuch  a  writ,  among  others,  Rajah  Cheyton  Sing,  Zemindar  of  Bif- 
fenporc,  a  native  of  high  rank  and  confidcration,  neither  dirc&ly  nor  indiredly 
a  fervant  of  the  company,  was  ordered  to  be  brought  before  the  fupreme  court  at 
Calcutta. 

That  the  committee  of  Burdwan  having,  out  of  regard  as  well  to  the  rank  of 
this  Rajah,  as  to  the  intercft  of  the  company  (to  whom  he  flood  connderably 
indebted  as  a  renter)  offered  bail  for  his  appearance  within  "the  fpace  of  twenty 


know)  an  officer  of  the  court  wns  difpatched  with  a  fecond  peremptory  order  not 
to  accept  bail,   but  to  bring  the  Rajah  before  the  court  for  contempt. 

That  the  laid  Rajah,  having  been  brought  to  Fort  William  by  a  capias,  was 
then  arretted  as  an  inhabitant  of  Calcutta,  confined  for  a  confiderablc  time  in  the 
common  jail,  and  faid  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  jmiidicYion  of  the  court,  for  holding  a* 
empltpmtnt  under  the  company  and  for  receiving  a  certain  fulaiy  by  the  year,  or 

othcrwife  \ 


A.  1781.  D    F    B    A    T    E    S.  399 

This  caufe  appears,  both  in  fomc  of  the  collateral  points  determined  in  it, 
and  in  its    general   principle  aud  haul  iiTue,  to  have  involved  coniequences 

very 

otherwife  ;  though,  in  fa&,  he  only  receives,  as  a  principal  Zemindar,  a  portion 
of  the  rents  of  his  own  lands  under  the  title  of  an  allowance  or  penfien  from 
the  company,  whofc  reprefentatives,  in  their  character  of  Dcwan,  have  thought 
fit  to  transfer  the  management  of  thole  lands  to  other  perfons. 

That  the  whole  proceedings  againft  him,  appear  to  our  fervants  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam replete  with  irregularity  and  injuftice  ;  and  to  be  fo  much  the  more  alarm- 
ing, as  almoft  all  the  Zemindars  of  the  country,  flan  ding  in  the  fame  pcrdica- 
fflcnt,  would  feel  thcmfclves  expo  fed  to  the  fame  dangers.  It  is  farther  ft  a  ted, 
that  before  it  can  be  determined,  whether  the  (ingle  circumftance  of  natives  of 
Bengal,  receiving  a  fmall  portion  of  their  own  cftates  for  their  fubfiftence,  con- 
ftirutes  an  employment  under  the  Dcwan,  fo  as  to  fubject  them  to  the  legal  ju- 
rifdiction  of  the  court,  "  the  parties  arc  furc  to  fuffcr  every  diftrefs  and  opprcf- 
fion  with  which  the  attornics  of  the  court  can  cafily  contrive  to  harrais  and  inti- 
midate them  ,"  to  all  which  they  mud  fubmit,  as  well  as  finally  to  the  jurifdiction 
of  the  court,  unlefs  they  are  advifed  to  plead  to  that  jurifdiction,  and  arc  able  to 
prove  a  negative ;  that  is,  unlefs  a  native  of  Bengal  be  able,  from  an  act  of  Par- 
liament which  the  governor  general  and  council  have  declared  liable  to  different 
contractions,  to  prove  himfclf  not  lubjclt  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  fupreme 
court. 

That  a  like  writ  was  iffucd  to  bring  BifTcmbcr,  another  native,  a  farmer  of  a 
part  of  the  diftrict^  called  Khas  Talooks,  to  anfvvcr  before  the  court  in  a  plea 
of  trefpafs  fet  up  againft  him  by  Brigo  Kifhow,  Malzamin  of  Azccm  Gunge,  like- 
wife  a  native. 

That  a  like  writ  was  iffued  to  bring  Sibnarain,  the  Zemindar,  and  Ramfunkcr 
Buhoy,  Naib  of  Pergunnah  of  Chunder  Deep,  &c.  to  anfwer  in  a  pica  of  debt 
toOodul  San,  formerly  Naib  of  the  fame  Pergunnah. 

That  like  writs  have  been  iflued  for  arrcfting  for  debt,  to  perfons,  fervants  of 
the  Nizamut,  who  had  never  been  in  the  employ  cither  of  the  company  or  of 
any  Britifh  fubject. 

That  on  a  profecution  for  debt,  a  warrant  was  likewife  iffucd  to  apprehend 
Annunderain  Roy,  Zemindar  of  the  feven  Anna  Divifion  of  1  umlook,  who  is  a 
farmer  of  his  own  lands,  collects  the  revenues  merely  as  farmer,  and  not  as  an 
officer  of  the  company,   or  of  the  country  government. 

That  another  native,  naimed  Ramconto  Babooby  who  was  in  con6nemcnt  1:1 
the  Cutcherry,  to  anfwer  two  decrees  of  the  Dewannec  Adawlut,  was  feized  by  a 
iherifPs  officer  while  under  charge  of  an  cfcort  of  the  officers  of  the  faid  Cut- 
cherry,  where  he  had  been  to  adjuft  his  accounts  reflecting  arrears  of  revenue  for 
which  he  was  fecurity. 

That  petitions  have  alfo  been  prefented  to  the  governor  general  and  council, 
from  five  principal  Zemindars,  complaining  of  warrants  having  been  ifTucd  from 
the  fupreme  court,  and  of  the  prejudice  arifing  from  the  abufe  of  the  authority 
Veiled  in  the  perfons  fent  to  execute  thofe  writs. 

That  the  committee  of  revenue  at  Calcutta  have  reprefented  to  the  governor 

Sneral  and  council,  that  the  arzecs,  or  petitions,  of  the  faid  Zemindars,  fpeak 
clearly  fgr  thcmJelves,  that  they  need  little  comment  j  but  the  committee  how- 
ever 


1 
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very  important  to  the  happincfs  of  the  native  inhabitants,  and  to  the  intercfb 
of  the  company ;  iufbmuch,  that  the  Governor  General  and  Council  were 

unanimouily 

ever  obferve,  that  peons,  or  officers  {cnt  by  the  fupreme  court  to  the  Zemin- 
dar, of  fercn  Annas  Tumlook,  had  a&cd  in  a  poft  unjuflifiable  manner,  not  on* 
Jy  M  prohibiting  his  women  from  fire  and  water,  but  particularly  in  entering  their 
apartments,  which  till  that  time  had,  by  all  governments,  been  held  facred ;  and 
they  exprefs  their  hope,  that  fuch  unwarrantable  behaviour  will  be' noticed  by 
the  governor  general  and  council  in  the  manner  it  deferves  ;  as  fuch  atts  of  vio- 
lence, and  fuch  violation  of  the  Hindoo  laws,  muft  not  only  difgrace  us  as  a  na- 
tional body  with  the  natives,  but  hkewife  breed  a  difgufi  in  their  minds,  that  may 
tend  to  the  mofl  ferious  confequenees,  not  to  mention  the  inevitable  lofs  occafioned 
to  the  revenue,  which  they  have  reafon  to  think  will  be  great,  from  the  heavy 
balances  remaining  to  be  colle&ed ;  and  they  farther  obferve,  that  by  the  fcrvanti 
pf  government  being  feized  and  confined  in  jail,  and  the  confnfiqn  occafioned 
hereby  in  the  Mofulfel,  they  have  the  moft  melancholy  profpe&  before  them. 

That  though  they  have  frequently  troubled  the  governor  general  and  council 
on  fubjecVs  of  this  nature,  they  beg  leave  to  repeat,  that  from  daily  experience 
.they  find  the  authority  with  which  they  are  invefted,  abfolutely,  or  very  nearly 
annihilated  —  That  their  black  fervants  fear  to  do  their  duty,  and  that  they 
know  not 'how  to  compel  them,  for  the  reafons  abavementioned  ;  that  from  de- 
Ijpair  of  being  able  to  condu£l  the  bufinefs  of  their  departmept,  either  to  their 
«nn  credit,  or  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  governor  general  ftnd  council,  they  are 
ahnaft  tempted  to  rcoucft  permillion  to  rcfign  their  feveral  employments  in  the 
tcvcboc  branch  ;  but  as  they  confider  fuch  a  ftep  might  fubjeft  them  to  the  cen- 
|bre  of  deferting  the  interefts  of  the  company,  at  a  time  when  the  moft  ftreauous 
ferviccs  are  required,  they  determine  to  pcrfevere  in  the  beft  manner  they  are 
able  in  their  endeavours  fbr  their  fervice,  relying  at  the  fame  time  on  their  juftice, 
not  to  hold  them  refponfible  for  that  fuccefs  in  their  affairs,  which  they  have  it 
not  in  their  power  to  infure, 

Your  Lortffhrp  will  permit  us  to  obferve,  that  the  petitioners  above  mentioned 
declare  they  arc  the  Kiog's  (meaning  the  Mogul's)  Zemindars;  that  they  are  nei- 
ther in  the  fervice  of  the  company  nor  of  any  Englifh  gentleman;  that  having 
bad  no  practice  in  Englifh  courts,  they  can  fo*m  no  idea  thereof;  that  they  are 
required  to  give  Pottah,  or  lepfeholders  in  Calcutta,  fbr  fecurities  which  they 
cannot  expect,  to  obtain  ;  that  therefore  they  are  diftrefled  beyond  meafure  ;  and 
rpajaetf,  if  any  man  have  any  juft  claim  upon  them,  that  he  may  be  obliged  to 
prefer  it  either  in  the  Khalfa,  which  is  the  revenue  office,  or  in  the  Adawlut, 
which  Js  the  dewannec  court  of  judicature ;  but  that  they  arc  terrified  at  the 
thoughts  of  the  fupreme  court, 

That  when  they  attend  at  Calcutta  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  government's 
revenue,  warrants  are  iflued  againft  them  by  the  fupreme  court,  in  confequence  of 
old  bonds  produced,  which  have  been  exeeutcd  by  their  fathers  and  grandfathers » 
and  that  by  the  faid  warrants  they  are  put  in  fear  of  their  lives. 

That  a  like  reprefentation  has  been  received  from  t.he  Zemindar  of  Cherruleah 
and  Mnddoltah  j  letting  forth,  that  his  deputy  had  been  apprehended  by  war- 
rants from  the  fupreme  court  and  conveyed  to  Calcutta.  And  the  Zemindar  «f 
Cherruleah  and  Muddolrah  has  allured  the  provincial  council,  that  his'  NaiS  or 

deputy 
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unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  the  nature  as  well  as  the  importance  of  the  fuit 
tendered  it  incumbent  on  them,  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  to  undertake 

its 

puty  never  was  employed  in  the  fcrvice  of  any  Biitifti  fubjedt,  and  the  Naib  of 
Chunder  Deep  (above  mentioned)  had  juft  before,  at  the  fuit  of  Ond-up-Seen, 
Bade  affidavit  to  that  effect  before  the  chief  of  the  faid  council,  under  a  commif- 
fioh  iflued  by  the  fuprcme  court  of  judicature  for  that  purpofe. 

And  the  faid  council  further  reprefent,  that  the  members  of  admini fixation  are 
Unable  to  take  any  cautionary  meafures  till  the  warrant  of  the  fuprcme  court  has 
operated ;  that  the  fubfequent  difmiflion  of  the  fuit,  in  cafes  where  the  procefs  is 
flopped  by  the  defendant's  affidavit,  that  he  never  was  employed  in  the  fcrvice  of 
ioy  Britifli  fubject,  affords  no  reparation  for  the  detriment  fuftained  in  the  inte- 
rim by  government,  owing  to  the  extreme  difficulty  of  recovering  balances  from 
the  inferior  landholders,  when  though  the  proper  feafon  of  payment  is  elapfed. 

That  a  petition  has  I  ike  wife  been  prefented  by  the  Ramjoy  Sing,  a  native  of 
India,  and  Naib  of  Nooroolapore,  dating,  that  a  warrant  has  iflued  again  ft  him 
from  the  fupreme  court,  though  he  declared  he  is  not,  nor  ever  was  in  the  fervicc 
of  the  fenglifh ;  and  offers  to  make  affidavits  that  he  is  not  amenable  to  the  faid 
cotirt. 

In  all  thefe  inftances  we  humbly  conceive  that  the  perfons  over  whom  the 
court  has  extended  its  jurifdiction,  do  not  fall  within  any  of  the  claffes  of  perfons 
over  whom  jurifdiclion  is  given  to  the  court,  either  by  the  aft  of  Parliament,  or 
ly  his  Ma  jetty*  s  charter  of  juflice. 

Both  in  the  act  aiy}  in  the  charter,  three,  and  only  three  claflcs  of  perfons  are 
defcribed,  over  whom  jurifdiction  is  given  to  the  court. 

iff,  Brit'Jh  fubjefis  refiding  in  the  kingdoms  or  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orifla,  under  the  protection  of  the  company. 

tdly,  Perfons  employed  dire&ly  or  indirectly  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  company,  or 
iny  of  his  Majefty's  fubjcfls. 

3<Uy,  Inhabitants  of  India,  entering  into  wrtiten  contracts  with  any  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjects,  and  in  fuch  contracts  ftipulaling,  that  in  cafe  of  difpute,  the 
natter  (hall  be  heard  and  determined  in  the  fupreme  court. * 

But  your  lordfhip  will  perceive,  that  in  the  inftances  above  recited,  the  per- 
(but  ovnr  whom  the  f  court  affumed  jurifdictionrdo  not  fall  within  either  of  thefe 
dafles)  they  are  not  Britifli  fubjects.  It  is  not  pretended,  that  in  any  written 
contract  with  Britifli  fubjects,  they  had  made  the  ftipulation  ncceflary  to  bring 
them  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  j  nor,  as  wc  conceive,  could  they  be 
laid  to  be  emplqyedby,  or  to  be  in  the  fcrvice  of,  the  company,  or  of  Britifli  fub- 
jects* Perfons  employed  as  fcrvants,  perform  feivices,  and  receive  a  ftipend  for 
thofe  fervices.  Farmers  perform  no  fcrvices,  receive  no  ftipend,  they  only  con* 
Toy  one  property  in  exchange  for  another  property. 

We  rnuft  further  fubmit  it  to  your  lordmip's  wifdom,  whether  the  bare  cir- 
CUtnftances  of  receiving  an  annual  or  other  Hated  payment,  can  of  itfelf,  in  all 
cafes,  be  fufficicnt  to  bring  perfons  othcrvvifc  exempted,  within  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  court. 

♦  Geo.  IJI.  Chap.  63.    Sect.  14  1 6.      • 
,  \  letters  Patent,  eftabliililng   the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at  Fort  William  in  Ben- 
gal, 14th   Geo.  III.  Fol.  10,,  11. 
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its  defence ;  and  a  majority  of  that  Board  were  afterwards  induced,  by  the 
fame  confiderations,  to  extend  ilill  further  their  protections  to  the  defendants. 

The 

The  fecond  head  of  complaint  which  occurs  in  the  annexed  papers,  is,  that 
the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  has  taken  cognizance  of  matters  both  original!/ 
and  pending  the  fuit,  the  exclufive  cognizance  of  which,  we  conceire  it  to  have 
been  the  intention  ot  the  King,  and  of  Parliament,  to  leave  toother  courts. 

And  here  your  lordfhip  will  allow  us  to  obferve,  it  is  in  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil that  the  ac"V  for  the, better  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  company,  bas  vcft- 
edy  in  exprefs  terms,  **■  the  ordering,  management,  and  government  of  all  the 
territorial  acquifitions  and  revenues  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orif- 
la,  in  like  manner,  to  ail  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as  the  fame  then  (at  ; 
the  patting  df  the  a&)  were,  or  at  any  time  theretofore  might  have  been  exerci- 
"fed  by  the  prefident  and  council,  or  fclcc"l  committee  in  the  laid  kingdoms."  * 

By  thefe  words  we  humbly  conceive  it  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  legif- 
lature,  to  reft  in  the  Dewannee  courts  and  provincial  councils,  fubject  only  to  the 
controul  of  the  gnvernor  general  and  council  cftablifhcd  by  this  aft,  the  exclufirt 
jurifdiclion,  in  all  caufes  which  merely  concern  the  revenue,  in  the  fame  manner  • 
as  before  the  paifing  this  aft  the  fame  had  been  veiled  in  the  Pewannee,'co\irts  of 
provincial  councils  ;  fubjeel:  only  to  the  controul  of  the  ancient  prcfident&nd  coun- 
cil. And  this  idea  we  conceive  to  be  the  better  founded,  becaufe  where  it  was 
'  the  intention  of  his  Majefty,  or  the  Parliament,  to  convey  the  whole  of  the  ju  • 
•xjfdi&ipn  of  any  ancient  court  to  the  new  court  of  judicature,  the  ancient  court 
is  declared  to  be  ajx>lifhtd  ;  and  it  is  expreflly  commanded,  ^hat  the  records,  mu- 
Xiiments,  and  proceedings  thereof,  be  dcpofited  in  the  cuftody  of  the  new  court.f 
Where  it  was  intended  to  give  the  new  court  any  participation  in,  or  controul 
over,  an  ancient  court,  fuch  participation  and  controul  is  given  in  exprefs  v/ords.J 

We  cannot;  therefore  but  conclude,  that  if  it  had  been  the  intention  of  the  King, 
or  of  Parliament,  ,to  transfer  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  company,  as  Dewan  of  Ben- 
.gal,  Bahar,  and  Oriflfa  (which  jurifdi&ion  is  exercifed  ckhcr  by  the  Dewannee 
courts,  or  by  the  refpe&ive  councils  of  the  feveral  prelidencics)  to  this  new  court  § 
or  had  i|  been  the  intention  of  the  King,  or  of  parliament,  to  give  to  this  court 
a  participation,  in,  or  controul  over  the  others,  there  would  Jiave  been  claufes 
containing  fpecific  provifions  for  that  purpofe  -r  whereas,  neither  the  a#  nor  the 
charter  have,  in  this  refpeft,  made  any  alteration  in  the  rights  of  the  company, 
or  in  the  powers  heretofore  exercifed  by  their  reprefentatives  in  matters  of 
revenue* 

Yet  your  lordfliip  will  obferve  it  ftated,  that  one  of  the  Judges,§  in  a  charge  to 
the  grand  jury,  aflerts,  "  that  a  very  erroneous  opinion  has  been  formed  by  the 
governor  general  and  council,  diftinguifhing  the  fituation  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, as-  Dewan,  from  the  common  condition  of  a  trading  company.  That  he 
makes  no  fcruplc  of  avowing  a  decided  opinion,  that  no  true  diftin&ion  can  be 
made  in  reafon,  in  law,  or  in  juftice,  between  the  Eaft  India  Company  as  a  trading 

*  13th  Geo.  III.  Cap  63.  Sec.  7. 

*-J»  As  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Mayor'*  Court,  13  Geo.  III.  C.  63.  Sedr.  if  20* 
J  As  in  the  Cafes  of  Courts  of  R^equeft,  and  Court  of  Quarter  Seffions.—  fee  Charter 
folio  ac.  ,  '. 

Mr.  Juftice  L* !     Uhe# 
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The  caufe  having  thus  attracted  great  public  notice,  and  been  made  the 
fubjeft  of  various   and  of  repeated  difculuon,  the  proceedings  lwellcd  to  a 

great 

company,  and  the  Eaft  Iadia  Company  as  Dewan  of  thefe  provinces."  With  rc- 
fpectto  the  management  of  territorial  revenues,  your  lordfhip  will  obferve  it 
ftatcd,  that  the  fame  judge,  on  the  fame  occafion,  declares  "  that  the  only  true 
interpretation  of  the  aft  of  Parliament  is,  that  the  management  and  government  ' 
attributed  by  the  aft  to  the  council,  are  not  exclufive,  but  fubjeft  to  the  jurifdic- 
tioaofthc  King's  court  (meaning  the  fuprcme  court  of  judicature  in  Bengal) 
and  that  it  will  be  equally  penal  in  the  company,  or  in  thofe  afting  under  thcm9 
todifobey  the  orders  and  mandatory  procefs  of  the  court,  in  matters  which  merely 
concern  the  revenues,  as  in  any  other  matter  or  thing  whatfoevcr." 

And  your  lordfliip  will  perceive,  that  in  this  charge,  Mr.  Juftice  Le  Mai  ft  re 
does  not  deliver  his  own  (ingle  opinion,  but  fpeaks  the  language  of  the  bench  ;  a 
language  confirmed  and  fupported  by  the  frequent  claim  and  excrcife  of  a  fu- 
preme controlling  jurifdiftion,  in  matters  which  merely  concern  the  revenues.  In 
the  perufal  of  the  annexed  papers,  in  fiances  will  occur  to  your  lordfhip,  where 
this  jurifdiftion  has  been  aftually  cxercifed  by  the  court;  others,  where,  though 
Hot  aftually  cxercifed  by  the  court,  it"has  been  held  out  in  terrorem  by  the  officers 
of  the  court,  and,  fo  far  as  it  appears  from  thefe  papers,  without  any  mark  of 
disapprobation  on  the  part  of  the  court ;  for  there  your  lordfliip  will  find  it  dated, 

That  Bancaram  Roy,  a  Gentoo,  confined  by  order  of  the  Dewannee  Adaw- 
lnt  at  Moorfliedaba^  was  brought  up  by  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  direfted  to 
the  keeper  of  the  gaol  of  the  Adawlut,  and  difcharged  by  order  of  the  fupreme 
court. 

That  Hurry  Kiflien  Tagore,  of  Calcutta,  and  farmer  of  the  per  gun  nab  of 
Auriah,  in  the  province  of  Burdwan,  having  underlet  a  part  of  the  pergunnah 
to  Colly  Perfaud  Bofc,  and  Rampcrfaud  Bofe  ;  and  the  faid  under-tenants  being 
confiderabty  in  arrears  to  the  farmer,  he  applied,  in  the  ulual  form,  for  relief,  to 
the  council  of  revenue  at  Burdwan ;  where  and  where  only,  by  the  practice  of 
the  country,  and  by  the  faith  of  government,  he  had  a  right  to  be  relieved. 
That  on  this  application,  the  ufual  orders  were  illued  for  the  immediate  pay- 
ment of  the  fum,  or  for  the  appearance  of  the  defendants  at  Burdwan,  to  (hew 
canfe  why  they  ought  not  to  be  compeHed  to  pay.  That  on  the  receipt  of  thefe 
orders,  the  defendants  promifed  to  make  good  their  payment ;  but  after  various 
delays  and  evafions,  they  fignificd,  by  their  attorney,  to  the  plaintiff,  that  they,  • 
the  defendants,  were  amenable  to  the  fupreme  court  alone,  and  would  commence, 
a  profecution  again  ft  the  plaintiff  for  the  demand  made  on  them  in  the  revenue 
council  of  Burdwan, 

That  in  the  cafe  of  Nunny  Hurry  Byfaack,  againft  Ramnaut  Mundell,  farmer 
of  the  Colly  Colly  Gunge,  an  attorney  of  the  fupreme  court  fent  a  formal  notice 
to  Ramnaut  MundeJl,  that  he  fhould  institute  a  fuit  in  that  court  for  the  recove- 
ry of  a  fum  of  upwards  of  37,000  rupees  which  the  plaintiff  pretended  to  be 
due  to  him  from  the  defendant,  for  monies  had  and  received  on  account  of  the 
farm,  and  which  therefore  was,  we  conceive,  to  be  fued  for  and  recoverable  only 
before  the  council  of  revenue. 

That  a  general  opinion  feemed  to  prevail  among  the  pykars,  or  fait  brokers 
that  they  would  be  fupported  by  the  fupreme  court,  in  their  refufal  to  have  their 

Fffa  <    fa£ 
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great  bulk,  and  the  materials  before  the  Committee  have  been  very  volumi- 
nous ;  to  the  whole  of  which  they  have,  however,  found  it  neceflary  to  re- 
fort 

fait  weighed  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  preferred  by  the  governor  general 
and  council  ;  an  .opinion  in  which  they  are  confirmed  by  the  attornies  of  the 
court.  . 

That  Comaul  ul  Deen,  farmer  of  Hidgelee,  having  been  committed  to  prifon 
by  the  provincial  council  of  revenue  of  Calcutta,  for  a  debt  due  from  him  to  the 
company,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thoufand  rup-cs,  applied  to 
the  judges  for  a  writ  of  habcasyorpus,  which  writ  was  immediately  granted. 
That  though  the  return  to  this  wrft  ftated  the  rights  of  the  company,  as  Dewan, * 
and  the  power  of  the  provincial  council  to  "  feize,  imprifon,  and  in  prifon  to  de- 
tain and  keep,  the  perfon  or  perfons  indebted  and  in  arrears,  till  he  or  they  fhall 
have  paid  or  fatisfied  the  rents  and  revenues  fo  due  and  in  arrears,"  yet,  becattfe 
the  return  did  not  ftate,  in  techincal  term':,  which  it  had  ftated  in  fubftance,  name- 
ly a  power  in  the  provincial  council  to  commit  without  bail  or  mainprize,  there- 
turn  was  declared  inefficient,  and  the  \>refident  of  the  Calcutta  committee  was 
ordered  to  accept  of  bail ;  with  an  intimation,  that  Comaul  ul  Deen  fhould  not 
be  again  taken  into  cufltedy,  till  the  under-renter  fhould  have  been  called  upon  to 
pay  the  rents,  and  proved  infolvent. 

That  the  governor  general  and  council,  in  their  revenue  departments,  having 
heard  the  report  of  the  proceedings  in  this  caufe,  and  havj^g  afcertaincd  beyond 
a  doubt,  by  the  moft  careful  examination  of  competent*  witnefTcs,  that  Comaul  al 
Deen  was  the  principal  farmer,  was  indeed  the  only  perfon  who  had  any  fpecific 
engagement  with  the  company  ;  that  Buflunt  Roy,  to  whom  it  was  pretended 
Comaul  ul  Deen  had  transferred  the  farm  with  the  approbation  of  the  provincial 
council,  had  never  been  admitted  as  a  tenant,  nor  ever  been  confidered  by  the 
council  in  any  ether  light  than  as  the  agent  of  Comadl  ul  Deen.  And  having 
further  learnt,  from  the  examination  of  perfons  (killed  in  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  the  Dewannee  Adawlets,  and  who  fupported  their  opinions  by  any  precedents 
fully  in  point,  that  it  was  the  oftenfible  farmer,  he  who  had  entered  into  fpecific 
engagements  with  the  government,  from  whom  all  arrears  fhould  in  the  firft  in- 
itance  be  recovered,  gave  orders  to  the  committee  of  revenue  of  Calcutta  to  pro- 
ceed againft  Comaul  ul  Deen  in  the  ufual  manner. 

That  in  confequence  of  thefe  orders,  the  provincial  council  qf  Calcutta^did,  as 
it  was  ufual  to  do  in  fuch  cafes,  a  fecpnd  time  take  Comaul  ul  Deen  into  cuftody, 
giving  him  at  the  fame  time  this  mark  of  diflin&ion,  that  he  was  confined,  not 
in  the  common  gaol,   but  in  the  cutchcrry. 

That  Comaul  ul  Deen  applied  to  the  court  for  a  fecond  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
which  he  obtained;  and  in  confequence  of  that  writ,  was  difcharged  from  the 
cuftody  of  the  Dewannee  Adawlet.  That,  not  content  with  releafing  Comaul  ul 
Deen,  the  court  proceeded  to  cenfure  Mr.  Cottrell,  prefident  of  the  committee  of 
Calcutta;  and  that  a  writ  was  iilued  againft  him,  commanding  him  to  appear, 
and  anfwer,  for  a  fuppofed  contempt  of  the  court  j  when,  in  fact,  all  his  con- 
tempt confifted  in  the  imputed  breach  of  a  promife,  which  it  appears  ht  never 
made,  nor  vas  empowered  to  make,  and  in  his  having  carried  into  execution  the 
orders  of  the  provincial  council  of  Calcutta,*  the  board  at  which  he  prefidecT,  and 
yrbich  orders  it  was  his  duty  to  prry  into  execution. 

That 
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fat  with  diligence,  in  order  to  accomplish  what  they  have  aimod  at  in  their 
report  of  this  caufe  ;  which  is  to  lay  before  the  Houie  fuch  an  abiha&  of  the 

cafe 

That  Mr.  Cottrell  having  attended  the  fupreme  court  in  obedience  to  their 
writ,  no  enquiry  was  made  into  the  charge,  no  evidence  examined  to  fupport  or 
difyrove  it,  nor  in  fhort  no  notice  whatever  taken  of  the  i'uppofed  offence. 

That  in  confequence  of  this  interference  of  the  fupreme  court,  Comaul  ul 
Been  ordered  fuits  to  be  inftituted  againft  the  members  of  the  committee  of  re- 
venue at  Calcutta,  for  trefpafs  and  fa  lie  imprifonment.  And  although  we  are  by 
late  advices  informed,  that  judgment  has  been  given  for  the  defendants  j  yet  we 
(lave  the  mortification  to  find,  that  the  ballance  due  in  July  1776,  from  Comaul  ul 
Deen  to  the  company,  was  ficca  rupees  113,130,  befides  a  quantity  of  faJt,  to 
khe  value  of  rupees  224,000,  amounting  together  to  a  fum  exceeding  39,0001. 
fterling,  of  which  a  very  fmall  part  has  been  received;  and  concerning  which 
(and  alfo  another  ballance  of  77,000  rupees,  owed  to  the  company  from  the  farms 
of  Burridghutty  And  Hattiagur)  the  committee  of  revenue  report,  that  they  fee 
110  reafon  to  dd.ilbt  but  they  would  have  been  recovered,  had  not  the  committee 
been  "  arrefied  in  their  operation  by  ibe  interfere  ,ce  of  an  higher  power,"  to 
which  they  were  obliged  tacitly  and  implicitly  to  fubmit — That  they  were  com* 
pelled  by  necejfity  and  duty  to  ftate  the  above  tran(a£lions  to  the  governor  general 
and  council,  and  even  to  repeat  their  reprcfentations,  becaufe  the  recovery  of  the 
demands  of  government  become  daily  more  and  more  precarious  —  That  it  was 
wit&  the  utmoft  concern  they  faw  Co  large  a  part  of  the  company's  property  in 
fach  a  fituation;  but  that  having  declared  their  apprehcnfions  of  the  confequen- 
ees,  they  hoped  a  proper  allowance  would  be  made  for  the  difficulties  of  their 
ftation,  and  that  they  Jhouldnot  be  held  refponfible  for  lojfes  which  it  was  not  in  their 
power  t*  prevent. 

That  three  pottahs  or  grants,  made  by  government  to  Goddahur  Barber,  Sam 
Dopa,  and  Sitteram  Barbpr,  natives  of  India,  for  a  fmall  quantity  of  land  in 
Calcutta,  appear  to  have  been  fet  afide  by  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  and 
the  land  decreed  to  Ramcunt  Paul,  another  native  of  India. 

'That  in  the  cafe  of  Jofeph  Pavefey,  an  Italian,  whom  the  chief  at  Patna  fei- 
ied,  on  a  complaint  from  the  Amuldar  of  Hadjcpore,  the  power  of  feizing  un- 
licenfed  Britifh  fubjc&s,  and  the  power  of  expelling  foreigners  who  clandeftinely' 
enter  the  country,  and  commit  a£ts  of  violence  and  outrage  ;  though  the  one  D£ 
delegated  by  Parliament,  and  the  other  inherent  in  every  government,  were  not 
exprefily  denied,  but  rendered  doubtful  by  a  delaration  delivered  from  the  bench. 
•  After  the  perufal  of  thefe  fa£b,  your  lordfhip  will  not  be  furprized  to  learn,- 
that  in  fome  inftances  the  operation  of  the  Dewannce  courts  is  fulpended,  in 
others,  the  courts  abolifhed ;  and  that  the  governor  general  and  council  are  dis- 
couraged from  taking  cognizance  of  appeals  from  the  country  courts,  under,  the 
apprchenfion  that  their  jurifdiction  may  be  difputed,  and  their  decrees  annulled 
by  the  fupreme  court.  Nor  will  your  lordfhip  be  furprifed  to  find  it  fo  often  re- 
peated by  the  members  of  our  council  at  Bengal,  that  by  this  interference  of  the 
judges,  in  matters  where  they  conceive  it  not  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  that  they  mould  interfere ;  by  their  taking  to  themfelves  the  cogn** 
zancc  of  patters,  the  exclufive  cognizance  of  which,  as  they  eonceive,  is  leftt* 

other 
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Cafe  as  may  enable  them  to  underftand  clearly,   and  to  form  a  judgment  on 
luch  points  ariiing  out  of  it,  as  may  be  thought  material  tor  its  confide  ration  ; 

without, 

6thef  ctfurts,  the   company's  offiee  of  Dcwan  is   in   effect   annihilated,  and  the 
Country  government  in,  that  refpeft  totally  fubverred. 

Under  the  third  head  of  complaint  ftatcd  in  the  annexed  papers,  namely,  the 
4laim  made  by  the  court,  of  demanding  evidence  and  infpefting  records,  which 
it  is  conceived  they  had  no  right  to  demand  or  inipeft,  your  lord  thin  will  obfenre, 

That  in  an  aclaon  brought  by  Mr.  Stuart  againft  Mr*  Auriol,  for  the  recovery   ■ 
#f  1 8oo- rupees,  being  the  amount  of  otfe  month's  falary  annexed  to  the  offict 
*fffecretary  of  the  council,  the  plaintifPs  attorney  addrciTcd  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bru» 
Itye,  afliftant  fecrctary  of  the  board,   requiring  him  to  produce  in  court  the  fol- 
lowing records  of  the  board,  viz. 

ift.  A  general  letter,  dated  Jome  time  in  the  year  1 770,  from  the  then  prefideat 
a*d  council  at  Calcutta,  to  the  court  of  directors  in  England. 

2d.  A  general  letter  of  the  ioth  of  April,  1771  from  the  court  of  dire&orf, 
to  the  prefident  and  council  at  Calcutta. 

3d.  The  proceedings  in  council  of  the  26th  of  September,  1771. 

4th  The  inftructions  fent  out  by  the  court  of  directors,  to  the  governor  gtne* 
Irfel  and  coucil,  in  purfuance  of  the  act  of  the  1 3th  of  his  prefont  Majefty. 
'      5th  The  consultations  of  the  governor  general  and  council  of  the  21ft  and  24th 
4*f  Auguft  then  laft  paft. 

That  Mr.  Bruere  having  commun'rctted  this  letter  to  the  board,  the'requifi* 
tten  contained  in  it  appeared  to  them  fo  extraordinary  and  unprecedented,  that 
"it  \tas  refolved,  by  amajority- of  the  board,  not  to  comply  therewith. 

That  in  confluence  of  this  refufal,  Mr.   Bruere  was  ferved  with  a  fubpaeaa 
duces  tecum,  and  having  attended  the  court  without  the  papers,  he  was  told,  that 
by  not  producing  the  papers  he  had  brought  all  the  damages  of  the  fuit  upon  him- 
*f€lf  $  and  having  anfwercd,  that  he   could   not   produce  in  court  the  records  of 
council  without  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  board,  and  that  the  board  being  ac- 
quainted with  requifnion  of  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  had  ordered  him  not  to  pro- 
duce the  papers  demanded ;  he  was  required  by  the  court  to    declare  whether 
aU  the  members  of  the  board  had   been  unanimous   in  giving  the  order  not  to 
'  "|*rbduce  the  papers,  and  if  not,  which  of  the  members  had  voted  for,  and  winch 
Againft  the  producing  of  the  papers  ;  and   it  being  objected  by  the  counfel  forthc 
defendant,  that  Mr.  Bruere  could  not  anfwer  thefe  queftions,  without  a  breach  »/ 
tf/j  trujl,  as  fecretary  to  the  board,  the  court  infifted  on  his  giving  pofitive  u- 
Twers  thereto,  and  divulging,  in  open  court ,  the   feparate  opinions  of  *he  fcveral 
members  of  the  board  ;    affigning  as  a   lealbn  for  this  order,   that  the  withhold- 
ing of  the  papers  was  a  direct  denial  of  juftice,  and  that  as  the  board  was  nocw- 
f  oration,   the  individual  members  who  had  concurred  in  the  refufal,  were  each  of 
f  them  feverally  liable  to  aft tons  for  fuch  refufal. 

That  the  court  would  then  have  charged  the  faid  Mr.  Bruere -with  a  menage  te 

'the  board,  intimating,  that  the  court  fuppofed  the   refufal  of  the  board  to  have 

arifen  only  from  an  idea  that  the   requifition  came  from  a  wrong  quarter  j  and 

* 'informing  them,   that  fuch  requifitions  were  always  made  by  the  attorney  from 

i    one  or  other  of  the  parties  ;  thereby  implying,,  that  the  requifttion  was  a  matter 

of  right ;  and  adding,  that  the  court  required  the  papers  to  be  produced  in  evi- 

z  dence 
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whfctout,  however,  burthening  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  with  matter  which 
relates  only  to  the  particular  merits  of  this  daufe,  and  does  not  affedt  the  ge* 

general 

de&te  at  the  trial  of  the  caufe  ;  but  Mr.  Bruere  having  declined  to  he  the  bearer 
•f.the  faid  meflage,  Mr.  Scrimpton,  prothonotary  of  the  court,  was  ordered  to- 
deliver  the  fame. 

That  the  board  per  fitting  in  their  former  resolution,  not  to  fend  the  papers 
demanded  according  to  the  general  riquifition  :  but  defirous  at  the  fame  time,  of 
ftcwmg  all  poiiible  attention  to  the  court,  determined  to  comply  with  what  they 
conceived  to  be  the  real  intent  and  object  of  the  requifition. 

For  this  purpofe,  knowing  that  many  of  the  papers  demanded  contained 
Blatters  totally  foreign  from  the  fuit  in  queftion,  and  conceiving  rhat  neither  fuch 
inftruftions  from  the  directors,  nor  fuch  letters  to  the  directors,  as  had  no  reja* 
tioo  to  the  fuit,  nor  fuch  proceedings  of  the  council  as  contained  either  matter 
foreign  to  the  fuit,  or  even  the  opinion  of  the  individual  members  of  the  bpajyi, 
tfcfpc&ing  the  fubjefc  of  the  caufe  depending,  were  matters  .of  a  nature  whicfc 
t>ught  to  be  divulged,  or  which  could  be  given  in  evidence 5  the  board  therefore 
determined,  that  the  fee retary  mould  extract  the  proceedings  of  the  council,  re- 
lative to  Mr,  Stuart's  taking  pofTcrfion  of  the  office  of  fecretary,  with  the  ejtccpr 
tions,  and  under  the  rcftri&ions  above  mentioned,  and  fhould  attend  the  court 
therewith,  and  produce  the  fame,  if  he  were  thereto  required  j  with  which  re* 
iolutton  the  prothonotary  of  the  court  was  dcfircd  to  aquaint  the  court. 

''Nor  was  this  the  only  in  ft  a  nee  in  which  the  judges  have  demanded,  as  a  mat- 
ter 'of  right,  the  infpection  of  the  minutes  of  the  board,  or  in  which  the  indivi- 
dual members  thereof  have  been  declared  refponfible  for  their  refpcclive  opinions 
delivered  in  council :  for  your  lordfhip  will  obferve, 

That  a  fimilar  demand,  and  a  declaration  to  that  cffc£r,  were  made  on  occafipn. 
«f  feme  intelligence  conveyed  to  the  jndges  by  we  know  not  whom,  that  the 
board  had  found  it  nccetiary  to  rcprcfent  to  the  court  of  directors,  the  great  dan- 
gers aiifmg  from  what  the  board  judged  to  be  an  improper  extenlion  of  the  juxif- 
di&ion  of  the  fuprcmc  couit. 

That  on  occafion  of  a  paper  which  the  board  had  judged  to  be  a  libel  on  the 
judges,  and  as  fuch,  had  ordered  it  to  be  burnt,  the  judges,  not  fatisrkd  with 
this  -mark  of  the  board's  attention  to  the  honour  of  the  court,  demanded  a  copy 
sot  only  of  the  libel,  but  alfoof  the  minutes  of  the  council;  though,  in  neither 
of  the  laft  inftances  could  they  legally  know  that  any  minutes  flood  upon  the  con- 
futations relative  to  the  fubjetts  in  queftion  ;  and  the  judges  further  required 
the  board  to  enter  on  their  minutes,  certain  papers  which  the  judges  called  an. 
•nfwer  to  the  libel. 

The  confequence  of  fuch  claims  cannot  efcape  your  lordfhip.  If  the  power 
liTuraed  by  the  judges,  of  infpufting  the  minutes  of  the  council,  of  knowing 
and  publishing  the  opinion  of  each  individual  member  of  the  board,  be  legal, 
bow  is  it  potiible  that  the  board  can  aft  as  a  council  of  (late  ?  If  the  dodtrine  laid' 
down- by  the  judges,  that  each  member  is  anfwerable  for  his  opinion,  in  an  ac- 
tion of  damages  to  any  man  who  ihall  think  he  fuffers  by  any  xefolution  of  the 
M»rd,  by  law,  how  is  it  poffible  that  the  board  fhould  debate  with  freedom,  or 
y£t  with  vivour  aud  tirmneis,  when  no  one  member  can  either,  debate  04;  a&  witj* 
wrfonai  fafety. 
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neral/abject  of  the  adminiitratton  of  juftice;  and  next  to  omit  nothing  whkb  j 
the  parties  in  the  difputes  growing  out  of  this  cauie,  may  think  material  for   1 

1     their  j 

The  laft  head  of  complaint,  upon  which  we  fhall  venture  to  trouble  your  lord* 
ihip,  is  respecting  the  criminal  law  of  En'gland  being  in  force,  and  binding,  upon   f 
the  natives  of  Bengal,  though  utterly  repugnant  to  thofe  laws  and  cuftoms  by   j 
which  they  have  formerly  been  governed.  ' 

And  here  your  lord  Ihip  will  permit  us  to  obferve,  that  Maha  Rajah  Nundco* 
mar,  a  native  of  high  rank  in  Bengal,  was  indicted,  tried  convicted,  and  exe- 
cuted, for  an  offence  which  was  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  the  country  where  the 
offence  was  committed. 

This,  my  lord,  we  conceive  to  be  a  matter  of  moft  ferious  importance,  and 
big  with  confequences  the  moft  alarming  to  the  natives  of  India. 

The  general  principle  which  the  judges  feem  to  have  laid  down  in  their  pro- 
ceediegS/agaiift  Nundcomar  is,  that  all  the  criminal  law  of  England  is  in  force, 
and  binding  upon  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  circle  of  their  jurifci&ion  it  , 
Bengal.  This  principle,  though  it  may*  perhaps  have  been  adopted  by  the  an- 
cient courts  of  judicature,  eftabliftied  by  the  charters  of  their  late  Majefties, 
-George  ?ft  and  2d,  would,  as  we  conceive,  prove  fo  fatal,  if  purfued,  through 
all  its  confequences  that  we  might  reafonably  have  expected,  that  the  judge* 
Would  at  leaft  have  foftened  it  in  the  application. 

For  fuppofing  it  not  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  judges  to  mitigate  or  vary,  the 
punifhment  affixed  by  the  criminal  law  of  England  to  particular  offencesy  your 
lord  (hip  will  neverthelefs  perhaps  be  of  opinion,  that  as  the  prifoner  had  bees  ] 
thus  tried,  convicted,  and  condemned  by  a  liw  of  another  country,  it  would  have 
been  a  matter  of  piudeiice,  at  leaft,  in  the  court,  to  have  cxercifed  the  power  ef- 
pecially  given  them  in  toe  charter,  of  refpiting  the  execution  of  the  fentence 
till  his  Ma  jetty's  pleafure  could  be  known,  inftcad  of  proceeding  to  execution  ' 
within  Co  fhort  a  Tpace  of  time  after  conviction  ;  an  authority  which  exifted  no 
where  elfe  within  that  fettlement,  and  which  muft  be  fupppfH  to  have  beengi- 
Ten  for  the  purpofc  of  leaving  his  Ma  jelly  the  power  of  mitigating,  in  inftances 
of  this  nature,   the  fcv-eiity  of  the  law. 

The  execution  of  Nundcomar  appears  to  us  the  more  extraordinary,  when  we 
confider,  trWt  fo  late  as  the  year  1765,  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  were  exceed- 
ingly alarmed  at  the  circumftance  of  a  native  of  Bengal  having  been  capitally 
.convicted  upon  an  indictment  for  forgery  ;  that  the  court  of  directors  petitioned 
his  Majefty  in  behalf  of  the  convict,  and  that  the  rdyal  clemency  was  forthwith 
extended  on  that  occaiion. 

In  the  cafe,  my  lord,  to  which  wc  allude,  it  is  ftated  by  the  prefident  and  coun- 
cil of  Fort  William,  that  the  pincipal  black  inhabitants  of  the  place  had  prefer- 
red a  petition  to  them  in  favour  of  Radachurn  Metre,  then  under  fentence  of 
death  for  forgery,  foliciting  them  to  defer  the-execution  of  the  fame,  and  recom- 
mending the  delinquent  to  his  Majefty  for  mercy  ;  and  the  faid  prefident  and 
council  obferve,  that  in  order  to  give  thole  people  the  fulleft  conviction  of  our 
lenity  as  well  as  juftice,  and  in  hopes  that  his  condemnation  would  be  a  fufficient 
example  to  deter  others  from  committing  the  like  offence  (which,  as  the  prefident 
and  council  declare,  is  not  held  fo  infamous  in  the  eyes  of  the  petitioners)  they 
had  agre.ed  to  comply  with  their  application. 

The 
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their  justification.    The  Committee  hare  endeavoured  to  throw  into  the  body 
tt  their  report  all  that  feems  to  them  neceflkry  tor  obtaining  the  firft  of  thefe 

object*  ; 

The  petition  in  favour  of  the  convift  was  ftylcd,  tt  The  humble  petition  of  the 
asnve  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  together  with  the  merchants 9  banyans,  and  others, 
srfcofe  eftates,  intcrefU,  or  habitations,  are  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Ben- 
pi,  Bahar,  or  Orifla,  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Englifh  ;"  and  it  contains 
the  rooft  ftriking  defcription  of  the  imprefOons  made  upon  the  natives  in  general, 
ty  the  convidion  of  Radachurn  Metre,  for  forgery. 

It  ftates,  M  the  general  confternation,  aftonifhment,  and  even  panic,  with 
which  the  natives  at  all  parts,  under  the  denomination  of  the  Englifh,  are  feized 
hy  this  example  of  Radachurn  Metre,  that  they  find  themfelves  fubject  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  laws  to  which  they  are  utter  ftrangers  ;  and  that  they  are 
&Me,  through  ignorance,  unwillingly  to  incur  them.  That  as  they  arc  no  ways 
laterefted  in  thofe  laws,  they  cannot  tell  when  they  tranfgrefs  them  ;  many  things 
being,  as  they  obferve,  capital  by  the  Englifh  laws,  which  are  only  fineable  by 
the  laws  of  their  forefathers,  fubject  to  which  they  have  hitherto  been  bred,  lived, 
lad  governed,  and  that,  till  very  lately,  under  the  Englifh  flag." 

And  a  late  governor  of  Bengal,  who  was  upwards  of  twenty  years  rcfident  in 
•he  country,  obferves  on  this  occafion,  that  fo  extravagant  did  the  fentence  againft 
Radachurn  Metre,  appear,  and  fuch  was  the  difproportion  in  the  eyes  of  the 
natives,  between  the  crime  and  the  punifhment,  that  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
Calcutta  ezprefled  their  afhonifhment  and  alarm,  in  a  petition  to  the  governor  and 
council;  and  upon  a  proper  reprefentation,  the  convict  received  a  pardon. 

We  beg  your  lordfhip  to  confider,  what  will  be  the  confequences,  if  the  jud- 
ge* proceed  upon  the  principle  of  declaring  all'  the  other  parts  of  the  criminal 
law  of  England  to  be  in  force  in  Bengal  ?  and  they  mull  fo  proceed,  if  they 
mean  to  be  confident  with  themfelves.  Can  it  be  juft,  or  prudent,  to  introduce 
'all  the  different  fpecies  of  felony,  created  by  that  which  is  called  the  black  a&  r 
or-  to  involve,  as  what  is  called  the  Coventry  ac\  involves,  offences  of  different, 
degrees  in  one  common  punifhmenr  ?  or  to  introduce  the  endlefs,  and  almoft  in- 
explicable diftin&ions,  by  which  certain  a£U  are  or  are  not  burglary  >  Can  cer- 
tain offenders  be  tranfportcd  to  his  Majefty's  colonies  in  America,  or  fent  to 
work  upon  the  River  Thames  ?  fhall  every  man  convicted  for  the  firft  time  of 
bigamy,  which  is  allowed,  prote&ed,  nay  almoft  commanded  by  their  law,  be 
burnt  in  the  hand  if  he  can  read,  and  hanged  if  he  cannot  read  ? 

Thefe,  my  lord,  are  fome,only  of  the  confequences  which  we  conceive  muflt 
follow,  if  the  criminal  law  of  England  be  fuffered  to  remain  in  force,  and  bind- * 
ing,  upon  the  natives  of  Bengal.*— If  it  were  legal  to  try,  to  convict  and  execute 
Kundcomar  for  forgery,  on  the  ftatute  of  George  the  Second,  it  mud,  as  we 
conceive,  be  equally  legal  to  try,  convict,  and  to  punifh  the  Subahdar  of  Bengal, 
and  all  his  court,   for  bigamy,  upon  the  ftatute  of  James  the  Firft.  * 

In  ftating  the  dangers  which  we  apprehend  from  the  jurifdi&ion  exercifed  by 
the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  we  fhould  hold  ourielves  inexcufable  if  we  did 
not  at  jhe  fame  time  fubmit  to  your  lord  (hip's  confidcration  fuch  reafons  as  the 
judges  have  thought  proper  to  addrefs  to  us  in  relation  thereto.  Your  lordfhip 
will  find  them  in  the  papers  to*  which  we  refer  in  the  margin. 

We  fhall  not  prefume  to  make  particular  obfervations  upon  thefe  papers  ;  but 

yre  do  not  hifitate  to  declare  it  as  our  opinion,  that  if  the  fupreme  court  be  not 

Vol.  \I.  G  g  g  reftrained 
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©bje&«;  and  for  the'fecond,  they  have  found  themfelves  under  the  neceffity  ■ 
of  inferring  very  largely  in  the  appendix;  for  the  bulk  of  which  it  roaybiT 
proper  to  offer  fome  apology.     The  difcuflion  of  this  caufe,  having  occasioned ^ 
a  difference  between  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  and  the  fupremc 
court,   was  carried  on  with  great  warmth ;    and  throughout  the  proceedihgi 
themfelves  and  the  various  comments  upon  them,  much  cenfure  was  throwi 
reciprocally  on  every  difcription  of  peribns  concerned,  whether  as  partiei> 
witnefles,  judges,  or  members  of  the  admi^iftration  :  it  feemed  therefore  ne* 
ceflary,  for  an  impartial  view  of  the  difpute,  to  give  in  the  appendix,  not 
only  the  original  documents  in  the  caufe,    but  aifo  the, different  representa- 
tions and  reaibnings  of  the  various  parties,,   fo  far  as  the  papers  before  the 

*  reftrained  from  controlling  the  Dewannee  courts  from  exercifing  jurifdi&ionaal 
interfering  in  matters  which  merely  refpeft  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  the  difficult 
ties  in  collecting  them  will  be  infuperable,  and  the  lofs  to  the  company  immenie, 
That  there  may,be  an  abfolute  neceffity  for  determining  the  bpunds  betweei 
the  authority  of  the  fupremc  court  and  the  council,  the  judges  themfelves  admits 
that  neceffity  we.  conceive  it  now  become  evident.  We  apprehend,  with  ourfer- 
vants  in  BengaJ,  that  the  very  being  of  government  in  India  depends  upon  ha* 
ving  the  power  of  each  of  its  constituent  branches  fixed  and  declared  ;  upon 
-having  the  limits  of  the  jurifdi£Uon  of  the  fupreme  court  afcertained,  upon  having 
it  known  to  the  people  what  per  fori  s  and  matters  are,  and  what  peribns  an4  mat* 
tera  are  notj  within  its   jurifdiclion. 

It  is  therefore,  my  lord,  that  through  your  lordfhip  we  beg  Feave  to  fiibmkt* 
his  Ma  jetty's  consideration,  the  inftanccs  above  recited,  in  which  jurifdi&ion  ha 
been  exercifed  by  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  at  Bengal,  and  deemed  incom- 
patible with  the  powers  given  by  Parliament  to  the  governor  general  and  council, 
which  are  (aid  to  obftrucl;  the  adminiftration  of  government,  tend,  to  alienate  the 
minds  of  the  natives,  and,,  we  fear,  rauft  prevent  the  eftabliflihig  of  the  go* 
vernment  of  that  country  on  any  fettled  or  permanent  foundation. 

We  therefore,  my  lord,  moft  earneftly  renew  our  requeft,  that  his  R£aje% 
will  be  pleafed  to  give  fuch  orders  therein  as  to  him  in  his  wrfdom  (hall  feem  fit* 

We  are,  with  great  Refpect, 
My  Lord, 
Eaft  India  Houfc,  Your  Lordfliip's 

the  i^th  Nov,  1777*  Moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervants 

(Signed) 
George  Tatem.  Geo,  Wombwe& 

Tho.  Cheap.  W.  Devaynes* 

John  Smith.  John  Purling. 

John  Michie.  Frederick  Pigou* 

Samuel  Peach.  Robert  Gregory.    . 

Charles  Boddam.         Ben.  Booth. 
Jofeph  Sparkes.  John  Roberts. 

Richard  Hall.  John  Harrifon» 

James  Moflfatt  Henry  Savage. 

Nath.  Smith.  JohnManfhip. 

T.  B.  Rous.  Geo.  Cuming. 

Rioiiard  Bcechcr. 

Ccmmittet 
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"Committee  enabled  them  fo  to  do.  The  moft  material,  as  well  as  the  mod 
bulky  of  thofe  papers,  are  the  report  of  Mr.  Bogle,  Commiffiqner  of  lawfuits 
to  the  Company,  and  the  fpeech  delivered  by  the  Chief  Juftice  on  giving 
judgment  in  the  caufe.  Thefe  two  papers,  which  contained  indeed  a  great 
deal  of  the  fame  matter,  do  however  alio  comprife  the  fubftance  of  all  that  is 
diftrated  on  each  fide  ;  and  the  Committee  have  been  unwilling  to  attempt  an 
abridgement  of  either  of  them,  judging  that  they  may  be  welcome  to  the 

r  House  entire,  not  with  (landing  their  great  length,  and  the  frecjucnt  repeti- 
t»ns  neceflarily  found  in  two  papers,  treating  of  and  exhaufting  the  lame 
ftbjea. 

This  a&ion  was  brought  by  Nadarah  Begum,  a  widow,  againft  her  huf- 
battd*8  nephew,  Behadar  Beg,  and  againft  the  cauzce  of  Patna,  and  two 
nmftees  ot  the  provincial  court  of  juftice  there,  for  injuries  alledged  to  have 
been  done  to  her,  in  confequence  of  the  orders,  and  of  a  decree  of  the  chief 
and  council  at  Patna,  acting  as  a  court  of  juftice. 
The  Committee  will  report  more  fully,  in  another  place,  what  they  have 

learnt  refpe&ing  the  nature  of  the  office  and  duties  of  cauzee  and  muftee ; 

but  think  it  proper  to  premiie  here,  that  they  were  formerly  Judges  in  the 

Mahomedan  courts,  that  they  are  men  lkilled  in  the  Mahomedan  law,  and 

are,  under  the  preient  eftablHhment  in  Bengal,  officers  or  afleflbrs  of  the 

country  courts  of  juftice. 

The  Committee  will  begin  with  a  (hort  account  of  the  circumftances  which 

nrife  to  the  proceedings  in  the  council  at  Patna,  complained  of  by  Na- 
Begum. 

Shabaz  Beg  Cawn  came  from  Cabool,  his  native  country,  to  Bengal,  to 
leek  his  fortune  ;  and  having  entered  into  the  ftrvice  of  the  Company,  rofe 
to  the  command  of  a  body  of  horfe.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fervice?,  he  ob- 
tained from  the  Great  Mogul,  a  grant  of  free  lands,  called  an  Ulturaghaw 
in  the  province  of  Bahar  ;  and  having  acquired  a  competent  fortune,  retired 
from  the  army,  arid  fettled  at  Patna.  About  this  time,  being  advanced  in 
yean,  he  married  Nadarah  Begum,  by  whom  he  had  no  children.  His  bro- 
ther, Allum  Beg,  came  to  Patna  ;  aud  after  refiding  fome  time  with  him,  on 
Ins  return  to  Cabool,  .either  left  or  fent  Behadar  Beg,  one  of  his  fons,  to  live 
with  Shabaz  Beg  Cawn.  Behadar  Beg  remained  accordingly  in  his  family, 
from  that  time  to  the  old  man's  death,  which  happened  feveral  years  after, 
in  November  1776.  Shabaz  Beg  Cawn  having  died  without  iflue,  his  widow, 
Nadarah  Begum,  and  his  nephew,  Behadar  Beg,  difputed  his  inheritance, 
each  pretending  to  the  whole  ;  the  widow,  under  a  will  and  other  deeds, 
alledged  to  have  been  executed  by  the  deceafed  ;  and  the  nephew,  as  his 
adopted  fon  and  heir.     Thefe  claims  gave  rife  to  the  following  proceedings  : 

Behadar  Beg  preferred  a  petition  to  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Patna,  on 
the  fecond  of  January,  1777,  fetting  forth  his  claim  ;  and  after  ftating  that 
the  widow  was  removing  and  fecreting  the  effects,  concluding  with  a  prayer, 
that  orders  (hould  be  given  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the  goods,  ana  to  re- 
cover fuch  as  had  already  been  carried  away  ;  and  that  the  cauzee  fhould  be 
directed  to  afcertain  his  right,  and  acquaint  the  council  therewith. 

The  council  thereupon  gave  directions  to  the  cauzee,  and  other  law  offi- 
cers, to  take  an  account  of  the  eftate  and  effects  of  the  deceafed,  to  collecl 
tfcem  together,  and  to  take  charge   of  them  jointly  with  the  parties  till  a 
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divifion  could  be  made  to  allot  the  {hares  of  each  claimant^  flrictly  adhering 
to  the  MufTulman  law  of  inheritance-;  and  to  give  into  the  council  an  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings.  This  order  was  communicated  to  the  cauzee 
and  two  muftees,  by  a  precept  or  perwannah,  in  the  Perfian  language. 

It  appears,  that  in  obedience  to  this  precept,  the  cauzee  and  maftees 
proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  the  dcceafed  ;  and,  after  fome  refinance  on  tbr 
part  of  the  widow,  executed  their  orders,  by  takirfg  an  account  of  the  effe6by 
lecuriiig  fuch  part  of  them  as  remained  on  the  premifcs,  and  invefUgatinf 
the  rignts  of  the  parties  ;  Cojah  Zekeriah,  another  nephew  of  the  deceafed 
Shabaz  Beg,  who  lived  in  the  houfe,  and  was  in  the  confidence  of  Nadarah- 
Begum,  acted,  and  was  confidered  throughout,  as  her  attorney.  It  muft  be 
•roblerved,  however,  as  this  circumftance  is  relied  on  in  a  fubfequent  part  of 
the  proceedings,  that  when  the  cauzee  defired  the  Begum  to  appoint  a  va- 
keel (or  attorney)  on  her  part,  and  pointed  out  Cojah  Zekeriah  as  a  proper 
perfon,  the  positively  refufed  to  appoint  any,  but  fent  her  feal,  and  told  them, 
they  might  if  they  pleafed  appoint  him  ;  Zekeriah  likewife  refufed  to  accept 
of  the  office ;  but  his  appointment  being  fcaled  and  delivered  to  the  caiwee, 
he  acted  from  that  time  as  Nadarah's  attorney. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1777,  the  cauzee  and  muftees  delivered  in  their 
report ;  in  which,  after  dating  the  grounds  of  the  refpective  claims,  and  the 
evidence,  at  fome  length,  as  adduced  on  either  fide,  they  deliver  their  opi- 
nion, That,  exclufive  of  the  ultumghaw,  which  does  not  compofe  part  of 
the  inheritance,  ail  the  porperty  of  tlje-  deceafed  mould  be  divided  into  four 
{hares ;  whereof  three  fhould  be  given  to  Behadar  Cawn,  his  father,  befog 
the  legal  heir  of  the  deceafed,  and  himfelf  the  adopted  fon ;  and  the  rc? 
niaining  cme  to  Nadarah  the  widow.  Thefe  proceedings  of  the  cauzee  and 
muftees  having  become  a  orincipal  ground  of  the  fubfequent  judgment 
of  the  fuprcme  court,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer,  in  this  place,  to 
a  tranflation  of  the  report  itfeif,  in  the  Patna  appendix,  No.  2. 

On  the  receipt  of  this,  the  vakeels  of  both  parties  were  ordered  to  attend ; 
and  after  fome  verbal  examination,  as  is  ftated  by  Mr.  Law,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Governor  General  and  Council,  by  a  perwannah  directed  to  the  cauzee  aid 
muftees,  ordered  their  decree,  for  the  divifion  of  the  effects,  to  be  carried 
into  execution,  and  the  ultumghaw,  according  to  cuftom,  to  be  delivered  ove* 
to  the  charge  of  Behadar  Cawn,  who  was  to  allow  the  widow  one-fourth  of 
the  produce  for  her  maintenance. 

The  council  farther,  on  confideration  of  the  circumftances  reported  re- 
fpecting  the  removal  of  the  effects,  and  the  forgery  of  the  deeds  produced 
on  the  part  of  the  widow,  agreed  "  That  Cojah  Zekeriah,  Ghyrut  Beg,  En* 
nuyet  Alia  Beg,  cauzee  Muzzoom,  and  Mahomed  Evaz,  be  put  in  confine- 
ment till  the  effects  which  are  faid  to  have  beenN  fecreted  are  produced  ;  and 
that  after  this  is  done,  and  the  diyifion  made,  they  be  delivered  over  to  the 
Phoufdarry  to  take  their  trial  for  forgery,  of  which  the  will  and  the  Ekrar 
Aum  (two  inftruments)  produced  to  invalidate  the  claim  of  Behadar  Cawn, 
bear  evident  marks. 

The  widow  refitting  the  execution  of  the  foregoing  decree  of  diyifion,  and 
the  cauzee  and  muftees  proceeding  to  enforce  it,  me  withdrew  herfelf,  con- 
trary to  their  defire  aud  remonftrance,  from  the  houfe,  to  a  place  called  the 
Durgah  of  Shah  Arzaum,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Patna ;  the  habitation  of 
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1  religious  order  of  men,  known  by  the  name  of  Faquiers  ;  and  carried  with 
her  the  ultumghaw  funnuds,  or  grants,  and  the  female  (laves*  '  The  cauzee 
and  muftees  valued  the  effe&s  remaining,  by  appraifers  appointed  on  each 
fide,  and  divided  them  into  four  (hares,  of  which  one  being  chofen  by  Zeke- 
.  rith,  was  allotted  to  the  widow,  and  fet  apart  for  her  ufe  in  a  room,  together 
with  the  jewels  and  fome  other  articles,  that  were  not  divided.  She  refufed, 
Wever,  to  accept  of  this  (hare,  and  the  effects  were  never  taken  away  by 
her.  The  remaining  (hares  were  taken  poffeffion  of  by  Behadar  Beg,  in  trait 
far  his  father. 

It  appears,  that  the  cauzee  and  muftees  not  having  been  able  to  obtain 
from  the  widow  the  title  deeds  of  the  ultumghaw  and  the  female  (laves,  Be* 
htdar  Beg  prefented  a  petition  to  the  council,  dating,  That  (he  refufed  com- 
pliance with  the  decree,  and  had  abfeonded  contrary  to  the  Mutiulman  cuf- 
torn  which  reflected  difgrace  on  the  family  ;  and  praying  that  (he  might  be 
delivered  up  to  his  care,  as  reprefentative  of  the  heir. 

The  council  thereupon  agreed  that  Behadar  Beg's  requeft  be  complied 
with,  and  that  the  widow  be  constrained  to  return  to  the  houfe  under  his  pro* 
te&on,  and  deliver  up  the  funnuds  and  other  papers  of  the  effete. 

On  the  20th  of  March  following,  Behadar  Beg  prefented  another  petition, 
complaining,  that  the  cauzee  had  not  yet  complied  with  the  orders  of  the 
Board ;  wereupon  the  council  agreed  that  an  order  be  written  to  the  cauzee, 
positively  directing  him  immediately  to  comply  with  the  former  orders,  an<f 
reprimanding  him  for  his  delay. 

The  cauzee,  in  vindication  of  himfelf,  reprefented,  by  an  arzee  or  me- 
morial, that  he  had  made  frequent  demands  for  that  purpofe,  to  which  the, 
widow  had  paid  no  attention  :  and  that  he  had  placed  Hircarrahs*  to  watch 
her.  He  likewife  reprefented  it  as  his  opinion,  *'  that  according  to  the  Muf- 
ralman  law,  it  would  be  proper,  under  the  prcfent  circum (fences,  to  employ 
force ;  and  that  it  has  been  cuftomary  to  lay  reftraint  upon,  and  confine,  any 
Ttfra&ory  perfon,  to  procure,  the  right  of  another,  that  he  may  not  lofc  it. 

Upon  this  memorial  and  reprefentation,  the  council,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
ordered  a  guard  of  fepoys  to  oe  placed  over  the  widow  ;  and  that  no  perfou> 
be  fullered  to  have  intercourle  with  her  till  the  (lave  women  fhould  be  given 
up.  This  guard  was  continued  till  the  cth  of  May  following,  when  the 
widow,  (till  refufing  compliance,  it  was  withdrawn. 

The  widow,  who  complained  of  injuftice  in  the  decree  of  the  council,  al- 
ledged  alfo  a  variety  of  infults  and  perfonal  injuries,  offered  to  her  in  exe- 
cution of  the  different  orders  of  that  Board ;  which  being  denied  on  the 
other  part,  and  varioufly  related  in  the  demolitions  of  the  witnefles;  the 
Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  on  this  head  to  the  papers  in  the  appendix. 

Thefe  tranla&ions  at  Patna  gave  occauon  to  the  following  proceedings  in 
the  fupreme  court. 

CTadarah  Begum  brought  an  action  of  trefpafs,  *vi  et  armis,  againit  Beha- 
dar Beg,  cauzee  Sadhee,  muftee  Bara&oolah,  and  muftec  Gullaum  Muo 
doom ;  the  cauzee  and  muftees  to  whom  the  provincial  council  had  referred 
fhe  caufe  at  Patna. 

The-  action  was  for  nflault  and  battery,  falfe  imprifonment,  breaking  and 
entering  her  houfe,  feizing  her  effects,  and  other  perfonal  injuries,  as  expref- 
fed  in  the  declaration  ;  for  which  flic  laid  her  damages  at  600,000  ficca  ru- 
pees, or  about  66,oool. 

Behadar 
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Behadar  Beg  pleaded,  that  he  was  not  within  the  jurifdiction  of  the  court; 
and  he  added  to  this,  a  plea  of  Not  Guilty. 

The  other  three  defendants  pleaded  generally,  Not  Guilty. 

The  pleas  of  Not  Guilty,  were  accompanied,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
court,  with  notices  of  juftification  ;  in  which  Behadar  Beg  (rated,  that  in  the 
matters  complained  of,  he  acted  only  as  a  fuitor ;  and  the  other  defendants 
flated,  that  they  acted  as  minifters  of  a  court  of  juftice. 

Behadar  Beg^s  plea  to  the  jurifdiction  firft  came  on,  and  was  over-ruled. 
He  was  held  to  be  fubject  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  court,  as  "  employed  by 
the  Company,"  in  the 'character  of  farmer  of  the  deftricts  of  Gidore  and 
Amertoo ;  for,  although  he  appeared  to  be  nominally  only  the  fecurity  for 

iulficar  Ally,  the  nominal  farmer  of  thefe  diftricts,  yet  one  of  the  withefles 
aving  expreffed  a  fufpicion,  that  Behadar  Beg  was  himfelf  the  real  farmer, 
under  the  title  of  fecurity,  and  it  being  faid  by  another  witnefs,  that  he  was 
generally  reputed  to  be  fo,  the  court  was  of  opinion,  that  he  ought  to  be 
cbnfidered  as  the  principal  farmer.  The  court  alfo  took  notice,  that  Mr. 
Young  had  faid  in  his  evidence,  that  the  fecurity  for  a  farmer  might  employ 
the  power  of  government  in  aid  of  the  collection  ;  and  upon  thefe  grounds, 
adjudged  him  to  be  within  their  jurifdiction. 

This  adjudication  being  the  firft  inftance  in  which  farmers  of  the  revenue 
were  held  to  be  fubject  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  court,  appears  to  have  given 
great  alarm  in  the  province  of  Bahar ;  the  renters  or  farmers,  of  which  pre- 
iented  a  petition  to  the  council  at  Patna,  defiling  it  might  be  forwarded  to 
the  Governor  General  and  Council,  reprefenting  in  very  forcible  terms,  the 
ajpprehenfions  excited  by  the  judgment  alluded  to  ;  calling  for  the  protection 
ot  government  againft  it ;  and,  if  that  could  not  be  afforded,  deiinng  to  re- 
linquifh  their  farms,  that  they  might  retire  to  fome  other  country. 

The  notices  of  juftification  came  next  under  confideration.  The  ground 
on  which  the  defendants,  the  cauzee  and  muftees,  relied,  was,  the  provin- 
dal  council  at  Patna  had  authority,  derived  from  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  to  fit  and  act  as  a  court  of  juiHce,  and  to  hear  and  determine  fuits 
between  Muffulman  and  Muifulman,  fubject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Governor. 
General  and  Council  at  Fort  William,  and  to  enforce  their  decrees;  that 
when  the  parties  were  Mahomedans,  the  fuits  ufed  to  be  determined  accord- 
ing to  the  Mahomedan  law,  and  tHe  fame  were  ufed  to  be  referred  to  the 
cauzee  and  muftees  ;  who,  when  fuch  reference  was  made,  were  ufed  to  ex- 
amine the  action  or  fuit,  and  having  heard  the  parties,  their  vakeels  or  attor- 
nies,  and  the  evidence  on  both  fides,  were  ufed  to  deliver  in  a  .report  upon  the 
iuit  referred  agreeably  to  the  Mahomedan  law,  whereupon  the  council  gave 
judgment. 

With  refpect  to  the  three  defendants,  the  cauzee  and  muftees,  the  court 
fet  afidc  their  justification,  as  infufficient  on  the  face  of  it;  becaufe  it  flated, 
that  the  council  at  Patna,  having  only  a  delegated  authority  themfelves,  had 
delegated  that  authority  to  others,  contrary  to  an  eftablifhed  maxim  of  the 
law  of  England,  Delegatus  non  poteji  delegare*  ^ 

The  juftification  of  Behadar  Beg,  to  the  terms  of  which  this  objection  did 
not  apply,  was  fet  afide  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  cover  all  the  counts  in 
the  declaration. 

The  feveral  defendants  being  thus  precluded  from  offering  any  evidence  in 
juftification,  were  however  allowed  to  adduce  it  in  mitigation  of  damages. 

In 
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In  this  form,  the  Court  went  minutely  through  the  whole  of  the  cafe ;  in 
the  courfe  of  which,  the  merits  of  the  original  claims  to  the  fucceflion  of 
Shabaz  Beg  Cawn,  made  before  the  chief  and  council  at  Patna,  came  to  have 
a  principal  (hare  in  their  confideration.  The  proceedings  lafled  many  days, 
ana  have  fwelled  to  a  very  confiderable  fize ;  and  as  the  Committee  aoes  not 
think  that  a  detail  of  thefe  proceedings,  which  belong  only  to  the  particular 
merits  of  this  cafe,  is  neceifary  for  the  information  of  the  Houfe,  on  any  ge- 
neral point  material  for  their  confideration,  they  refer  for  fatisfaction  on  that 
head,  to  the  Patna  Appendix,  No,  17,  18,  and  will  content  themfelves  with 
Hating  here,  what  feems  to  them  to  be  the  general  effect  of  the  judgments* 
Your  Committee  think  it  proper,  for  this  purpofe,  to  take  notice,  that  the  de- 
fendants in  this  caufe,  are  not  accufed  of  peculation,  or  any  other  fpecies  of 
corruption,  in  any  of  the  matters  objected  to  them  ;  for,  although  this  is  al- 
ledged  in  the  original  affidavit  of  Nadarah  Begum,  which  was  the  foundation 
of  the  fuit,  it  was  never  attempted  to  be  proved  in  any  fubfequent  ftageof  the 
caufe;  but  the  charges  againft  them  are  confined  to  their  having  acted  with- 
out a  fufficient  legal  authority  ;  to  irregularity  in  their  proceedings  ;  to  their 
having  pronounced  an  erroneous  judgment ;  and  having  been  guilty  of  unne- 
ceflary  violences  in  the  execution  of  their  orders. 

Your  Committee  think  it  proper  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  in  this  place,  the 
evidence""  given  on  the  trial. before  the  fupreme  court,  refpecting  the  refe- 
rence of  fuits  between  Muflulman  and  Muflulman,  to  the  cauzee  "and 
muftees. 

William  Young,  witnefs  for  the  defendants,  being  duly  fworn,  depofed, 

I  am  a  member  of  the  provincial  council  at  Patna— *  They  lit  as  a  court  of 
civil  juftice —  They  try  caufes  between  Muflulman  and  Muflulman.  In  the 
province  of  Bahar,  the  provincial  council  of  Patna  fit  as  this  court  of  juftice, 
and  tries  matters  of  property,  and  caufes  of  inheritance,  between  Muflulman 
and  Muflulman.  In  the  month  of  January,  1777*  they  did  fo.  I  was  at  that 
tunc  a  member  of  the  council  there.  I  know  the  defendant,  Behadar  Beg. 
In  pafling  a  decifion,  they  iflue  procefs  on  complaint  being  made  —  We  iflued 
procefs,  called  perwannahs  and  orders  — -  having  heard  and  tried  a  caufe, '  we 
proceed  to  give  judgment  upon  it  —  There  are  Muflulman  officers,  a  cauzee* 
and  muftees,  attendant  on  the  court,  for  the  determination  of  ail  points  which 
depend  and  refer  to  the  Mahomcdan  law  —  fuch  points  are  referred  to  them  — 
In  fome  cafes,  enquiries  as  to  matters  of  fact,  are  referred  to  them  —  The 
right  of  purchafe,  in  fome  inftances. —  It  is  the  cuftom  among  Muflulmen, 
that  when  lands  or  houfes  are  to  be  fold,  the  next  neighbour  is  to  have  the 
preference  and  the  cauzee  and  muftees  arc  to  enquire  who  is  the  next  neigh- 
oour  ,  and  this  is  called  the  Hue  Shuffee.  If  thenext  neighbour  has  had  the 
preference  of  the  purchafe,  and  the  prior  refufal  to  purchafe,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  cauzee  and  muftees  to  enquire,  whether  he  is  really  the  next  neighbour, 
ind  to  make  their  report  to  the  conrt,  and  their  rejport  is  deemed  valid  by  the 
:ourt ;  and  the  perfon  who  difpofed  of  the  houfe  or  land,  is  to  return  the 
noney  to  the  firrf  purchafer,  and  fell  the  houfe  or  ground  to  the  perfon  claim- 
ng  and  proved  to  be  the  next  neighbour.  In  matters  of  inhentance,  it  has 
>een  the  ufual  practice  of  that  provincial  court,  to  refer  matters  of  fact  and 
aw  to  the  cauzee  and  muftees.  It  is  common  to  refer  the  whole  caufe  to  the 
nveftigation  and  report  of  the  cauzee  and  muftees  —  I  found  that  to  be  the 

ufual 
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ufual  practice  on  taking  my  feat  at  the  board.  Our  judicial  proceedings  have 
been  regularly  tranfmittcd  to  the  Gorcrnor  General  and  Council,  where  fuch 
caufes  have  been  referred  in  the  above  manner,  and  determined  finally  by  us ; 
which  proceedings  having  never  been  objected  to  by  the  Governor  and  Council, 
have  been  deemed  by  me  and  the  other  members  as  vaild,  and  conndered 
toow  as  a  part  of  the  confKtution  of  our  courts  ;  but  the  report  of  the  caused 
and  muftees  are  not  always  the  rule  of  our  final  determination,  if  any  ob- 
jections are  urged  by  the  oppofite  party,  which  are  thought  by  us  to  de- 
fcrve  confiderarion.  It  is  the  conftant  and  invariable  rule  of  our  court,  either 
for  the  parties  themfelves,  or  the  muttulluck  vakeels  (their  agents  with  fall 
powers)  to  be  present  on  our  hearing  and  determining  on  the  report  of  the 
cauzeet  and  muftees.  The  parties,  or  their  muttulluck  vakeels,  have  cer- 
tainly a  right  to  object  to  the  matters  of  fad  and  law,  as  dated  by  the 
cauzee  and  muftees,  and  fomctimes  do  object.  I  do  not  recoiled  an  in- 
ftance  were  the  report  of  the  cauzee  and  muftees  was  objected  to,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  it  has  frequently  happened.  I  think  we  have  the  right,  and  I 
would  do  it.  I  recoiled  one  inftance  where,  upon  an  objection  being  made 
to  the  report  of  the  cauzee  and  muftees,  in  a  cafe  between  Muffulman  and 
Muflulman,  the  court  proceeded  to  make  further  enquiry  into  it  themfetos. 
I  believe  if  I  had  time  to  recoiled  myfelf,  I  fhould  be  able  to  mention  more 
inftances. 

A  complaint  was  made  in  writitng  to  the  provincial  council  by  the  defen- 
dant, Behadar  Beg.  Wd  receive  no  complaints  but  in  writing.  The  origi- 
nal, as  I  {aid  in  a  former  depofition,  was,  as  I  believe,  tranfmitted  to  the  com- 
miffioner  of  lawfuits  here. 

In  cafes  where .  judgment  is  given,  it  becomes  neceflary  to  fequefter  die 
effects ;  they  are  ufually  taken  account  of  in  the  prefence  of  the  cauzee,  or 
fome  of  his  officers.     'Tis  alfo  the  dutv  of  the  cauzee,  on  the  infrrudion  of  a      ■ 
fuit  in  the  provincial  court,  particularly  in  fuits  refpeding  inheritance,  to  pro-      I 
eeed  to  the  fpot  where  the  property  is,  if  it  is  peiional  property,  and  capable 
of  being  removed,  to  take  an  inventory  of  it ;  but  it  is  alio  cuftomary,  that 
the  parties  themfelves,  or  perfons  on  their  behalf,  properly  authorized,  be 
prefent  when  fuch  inventory  is  taken.     I  have  affifted  in  palling  orders  for  that 
purpofe,  and  the  cauzee  cannot  proceed  until  he  has  received  authority  from 
the  court.     Upon  the  inventory's  being  taken,  the  effeds  are  fealed  up,  or 
the  place  where  the  effeds  are,    by  the  cauzee,  and  thus  they  remain  till 
judgment  is  patted,  and  it  is  determined  to  whom  they  belong.    On  judg- 
ment being  pafTed,  an  order  is  ifTued  to  the  cauzee,  to  allot  them  conforma- 
ble to  the  terms  of  the  judgment.     It  is  his  duty  to  obferve  this  order,  and 
which  if  he  ncgleded,  complaints  would  arife,  and  due  notice  taken  of  k; 
he  would  be  called  upon  to  account  for  his  conduct,  and  if  it  appeared  re- 
prehennble,  he  would  be  fufpended  from  his  office,  and  a  complaint  would 
be  made  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  and  it  would  be  requeued  of 
them  to  defire  the  Sudder  cauzee  of  the  three  provinces  to  appoint  another; 
feecaufe  all  the  cauzecs  in  the  different  parts  of  the  country,  are  naibe  of  the 
fudder   cauzee  of  the  three  provinces.     I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  per- 
cent fudder  (or  chief)  cauzee  of  the  three  provinces.     I  certainly  do  coo* 
fider  the  cauzee  and  muftees,  minifterial  officers,  in  rbme  part  of  their  duty* 
The  defendants,    cauzee  Sadhce,    muftee  Guilaura  Mucdoom,    and   mufteo 
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Bara&ooiah,  were  at  this  time  Cauzee  and  Muftces  of  the  Court,  but  there 
were  other  Muftees  alfo  of  the  Court,  one  named  Ali  Ibrahim,  who  is  more 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  Muftee  Geeum?  and  the  other  named 
Muftee  Kurrum  Ullah.  The  Dewannee  Adaulut  is  fuperintended  by  one  of 
the  members  in  monthly  rotation.  Its  decifions  admit  of  an  appeal  to  the 
provincial  council,  in  their  judicial  capacity,  as  a  fupcrior  court ;  both  of 
them  are  regulated  by  the  fame  modes  and  practice.  The  Council  is  not 
only  a  Court  of  Appeal,  but  alfo  a  Court  in  the  firft  inftance,  I  mead  a  Court 
of  original  jurisdiction  ;  and  any  member  of  the  Council  can  introduce  a 
caufe  before  the  Council,  by  receiving  the  petition  of  the  party,  and  laying 
it  before  them.  It  is  alfo  exprcflly  ordered  by  the  Governor  General  and 
(Council.  Thofe  orders  are  in  our  book  of  regulations.  The  cafes  instituted 
before  the  provincial  council,  admit  of  appeals  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Council.  There  are  no  courts  eftablifhed  by  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  for  hearing  appeals  from  our  decifions,  but  the  S udder  Dewannee 
TUaulut. 

Edward  Golding,  witnefs  for  the  defendants,  being  duly  fworn,  depofed  : 
—  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  provincial  council  at  Patna  from  November 
1774  to  October  1778,  not  before  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral and  Council.  My  appointment  is  in  writing  ;  I  have  it  not  with  me  ;  it 
is  among  my  papers.  In  many  cafes  of  caufes  of  inheritance  and  caufes  of 
property,  tried  by  the  Council  at  Patna,  it  is  in  many  cafes  ufual,  no  doubt, 
to  refer  to  the  cauzee  and  muftees  the  caufes  before  them  -y  but  it  is  not  in 
general  in  all  cafes  ;  it  is  not  univcrfally  the  practice. 

Ydur  Committee  think  it  not  improper  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  alfo,  in  this 
place  the  following  extracts  from  Mr.  Bogie's  report,  which  fecm  to  throw 
light  on  the  iubjedl : 

"  That  to  give  the  Muffulmans  of  this  country  the  full  advantage  of  being 
tried  by  their  laws,  it  is  necc-llary  that  the  fad  as  well  as  the  law,  be  referred 
to  their  own  doctors,  inafmuch  as  it  requires  a  knowledge  of  the  law  to  try 
the  fa£fr,  and  to  difcover  tlu  points  that  are  material  to  the  caufe,  and  upon 
which  the  law  turns :  that  one  would  naturally  be  of  opinion,  that  the  cauzee 
and  muftees  are  better  qualified  to  examine  a  Muflulman  caufe  than  Eng- 
ltfhmen ;  and  that  their  examination  would  be  more  grateful  to  their  coun- 
trymen ;  and  that  there  appears  no  juft  grounds  for  a  contrary  opinion  ;  that 
the  number  of  Englifhmen  acquainted  with  the  language  of  this  country  is 
very  fmall,  and  even  of  thefe,  few  are  fo  far  matters  of  it,  as  to  be  able  to 
write  it  and  read  it  without  difficulty ;  and  if  no  fact  was  to  be  examined  but 
by  them,  or  in  their  prefence,  and  no  caufe  determined  till  all  the  papers, 
accounts,  and  evidence  had  been  tranflated,  the  adminiitration  of  juftice 
would  be  almoft  entirely  flopped." 

c*  The  law  maxim  of  Delegatus  non  poteft  delegare,  prefented  an  ob- 
jection which  was  unanimoufly  deemed  fatal ;  and  the  a&s  of  the  cauzee  and 
muftees  being  done  by  virtue  of  an  authority  delegated  to  them  by  the  coun- 
cil at  Patna,  were  confequently  adjudged  to  be  illegal.** 

"  But  however  unjuftifiable  their  conduct  may  appear,  when  tried  by  the 
Ariel:  principles  of  law,  humanity  will  plead  in  their  behalf,  that  they  were 
totally  unaquainted  with  this,  and  every  other  maxim  of  the  Engiifh  law  : 
that    they    were  ignorant  of  the  conftitution  of  the  chief  and  council  or 

Vol.  II.  Hbh  Patna 


^i$  Parliamentary  a.  i7»i. 

Patna,  and  of  the,  particular  rights  with  which  it  inverted  them  ;  but  con- 
fidering  it  as  their  duty  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  Hakim  or  reigning  power, 
and  knowing  that  the  Englifh  polfefied  the  fovcrcign  power  in  this  country, 
and  that  the  council  at  Patna  had  the  fupreme  authority  in  the  kingdom  ot' 
Bajiar,  they  thought  themfelves  bound  to  obey  their  orders,  and  examine 
■the  caufe  of  Nadarah  Begum  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  would  have  obeyed 
the  order  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  or  fupreme  court,  without 
queftiouing  their  authority,  or  examining  how  far  conqueft  and  fuperior  force 
conferred  the  right  of  exercifing  it ;  that  they  had  often,  as  on  this  occafion, 
examined  caufes,  and  enquired  into  complaints,  in  confequence  of  iimilar 
perwannahs  of  the  council  or  provincial  court  of  Adaulut,  without  the  moil 
diftant  idea,  that  what  they  looked  upon  as  a  point  of  duty,  would  be  inn 
puted  to  them  as  a  crime,  and  expofe  them   to  perpetual  imprifonment." 

Your  Committee  think  it  proper  to  refer  to  a  letter  from  the  Governor 

Qen,eral  and  Council  to  Mr.  Ewan  Law,  dated  12th  January,  1778  j  in  which 

r  the  Governor  General  exprefl'es  his  opinion,  that  the  Patna  council  were  not 

regular  in  referring  the  examination  of  the  witnefies  and  the  trial  of  the  fads 

in  the  caufe  of  the  cauzee  and  muftces. 

Your  Committee  alfo  examined  fevaral  gentlemen  competent  to  give  them 
information  on  this  point,  which  they  will  lay  before  the  Houfe  in  this  place. 

Mr-  Golding  informed  your  Committee,  That  he  refided  fifteen  yean  in- 
Bengal  ;  that  he  refided  twelve  years  at  Patna  and  its  fubordinates,  and  for 
the.  Jaft  four  years  of  that  time  was  a  member  of  the  provincial  council 
there.  Being  afked,  What  was  the  courfe  of  the  provincial  council  at  Patna, 
where  a  caufe  of  importance  is  brought  before  them  r*  He  anfwered,  That  it 
Was  ufual  to  furamon  the  parties  or  their  agents  to  appear.  And  being  afked. 
What  reafon  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings  in  the  caufe  of  Behada* 
Beg  againfr,  Nadarah  Begum,  why  the  parties  or  their  attornies  were  not  fum- 
moned  to  appear  when  the  ftut  was  commenced  ?  He  faid,  That  he  believed 
tfic  cafe  in  queftion  was  confidered  more  as  a  matter  of  law  than  matter  of 
fact,  and  was  therefore  referred  to  the  expounders  of  the  Mahomedan  law. 
That  he  did  not  recoiled  .whether  this  reafon  was  fo  expreffed  on  record,  but 
that -he  conceived  it  to  be  the  motive  that  weighed  with  the  Council,  for  re- 
ferring it  to  the  opinion  of  the  cauzee  and  nmftees.  He  informed  your 
Committee,  that  this  method  of  referring  a  petition  has  been  pracTifed  in 
Other  instances  Iimilar  to  the  prefent,  that  is,  in  cafes  of  inheritance  which 
require  the  opinion  of  the  Mahomedan  lawyers.  That  the  council  do  cer- 
tainly not  undertake  to  decide  any  point  of  Mahomedan  law  without  fuch  a 
reference  ;  and  he  believes,  that  they  are  generally  guided  -  by  the  report  of 
{he  Mahomedan  lawyers :  but  if  their  opinion  fhould  be  wrong,  an  appeal 
lies  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  when  the  opinion  of  othejr 
Mahomedan  lawyers  would  be  taken.  That  the  inltitution  of  cauzees  and 
muftces,  for  trial  of  caufes,  wa9  previous  to  the  eltabliihment  of  the  Pro- 
vincial courts,  and  he  believes  from  the  time  of  the  Mahomedan  conqueft. 
That  he  believes  there  is  a  fupreme  cauzee,  who  refides  at  Muxadabad,  or 
Calcutta,  and  who  delegates  authority  to  thofe  who  act  in  .the  provinces. 
That  he  does  not  know  whether  the.nipreme  cauzee  has  his  appointment  di- 
rectly from  the  Governor  General  and  Council  or  from  the  Naib  Subah  at 
their  recommendation.  That  he  exercifes  his  authority  in  the  name  of  thq 
Kiag  Shah  Allum,.  whofe  name  is  engraved  on  the  feal  of  office,  with  fa 
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date  of  the  appointment.  And  being  afced,  what  would  have  been  the  con- 
fequencc,  if  the  cauzee  had  refufed  to  obey  the  order  of  references  made  by 
the  Provincial  Council  ?  he  (aid,  that  it  mult,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  con- 
fidered  as  a  neglcft  of  duty,  and  as  fuch  have  been  reported  to  the  Governor 
General  and  Council,  And  being  afked,  whether  it  had  ever  been  notified 
to  the  cauzee  and  muftccs,  that  accepting  fuch  a  reference,  and  reporting 
thereon,  would  be  confidcrcd  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  as  illegal, 
and  fubjec"ting  them  to  punifhment  ?  he  faid,  that  he  was  not  there  at  the 
time,  but  as  it  never  entered  into  the  imagination  of  any  man,  that  it  would 
be  fo  confidtrcd,  of  courfe  he  conceived  it  could  not  be  notified  to  them* 
He  further  informed  your  Committee,  that  it  is  ufual  to  employ  the  cauzec'a 
authority  in  taking  inventories  of  goods,  and  fecuring  them  under  his  fcal 
during  the  litigation  of  property,  and  that  he  is  employed  in  enforcing  pro- 
cefs  and  judgment. 

Mr.  Law  was  then  examined,  and  informed  your  Committee,  that  he  had 
refided  fifteen  years  in  Bengal,  and  thirteen  at  Patna.  That  he  went  there 
as  interpreter  and  Perflan  tranilator  in  1767  ;  that  in  1772  he  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Provincial  Council  of  Revenue,  and  was  appointed  Chief 
.  in  1777;  that  when  the  caufe  of  Behadar  Beg  againft  Nadarah  Begum  was 
before  the  Council,  Mr.  Droz  was  acting  Chief,  and  he  was  fecond  himfelf. 
That  a  fuit  had  been  brought  in  the  Supreme  Court  againft  him  and  two 
other  members  of  the  Patna  Council,  by  Nadarah  Begum,  which,  on  their 
reprefentation,  had  been  defended  by  order  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council ;  and  as  nothing  was  endeavoured  to  be  proved  at  the  trial,  but  thofe 
public  acts  which  appear  on  the  Patna  confultations  ;  the  decree  of  1 5,000 
rupees  had  been  ordered  to  be  fatisficd  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council 
on  the  part  of  the  Company  j  and  the  cauie,  he  undcrfhmds,  is  now  appealed. 
That  the  decree  of  the  fupreme  court  palled  lince  he  left  Bengal ;  and  that 
he  underftands,  by  letters  from  his  agents,  that  the  expences  of  the  appeal 
are  defrayed  by  the  Company,  and  that  it  is  upon  thofe  terms  only  that  he 
has  authorized  them  to  go  on  with  the  fuit.  That  if  the  damages  are  finally 
determined  in  favour  of  the  Begum,  the  lofs  will  fall  on  the  Company  ;  and 
he  refers  to  a  letter  of  the  other  two  members  of  the  Patna  council  to  the 
Governor  General  and  Council,  demanding  to  be  indemnified  in  the  fum  de- 
creed againft  them,  and  their  anfwer  and  proceedings  thereupon. 

He  then  informed  your  Committee,  that  fuits  between  native  and  native 
were  generally  brought  before  the  council  at  Patna,  by  arzec  or  petition. 
That  the  parties  complained  of,  or  their  agents,  where  then  fuinmoned,  and 
in  fome  cafes  the  matter  is  in  general  referred  to  the  cauzee  and  muftees, 
Who  enquire  into  and  report  upon  them.  That  the  reference  he  believes  is 
fometimes  made  previous  to  the  fummoning  the  parties ;  and  that  in  the  cafe 
of  Behadar  Beg  againft  Nadarah  Begum,  it  was  conceived  there  might  be 
more  claimants  than  thefe  two.  The  Mahomedan  law  officers  were  (fireclsed 
to  receive  all  claims,  to  examine  them,  and  to  ftatc  the  proportions  to  which, 
according  to  the  degree  of  affinity,  they  might  be  intitled  ;  and  as  this  enquiry 
might  be  affected  by  the  production  of  deeds,  thofe  of  courfe  came  undet 
their  confideration.  They  were  directed  alfo  to  fecure  the  property  to  pre- 
vent the  embezzlement,  until  a  decree  and  a  divifion  could  take  place.  Thai 
deeds  or  inftruments,  affecting  property  in  that  country,  differ  materially 
both  in  form  and  effect  from  thole  in  England ;  and  that  he  certainly  woul 
not  hare  ventured  to  determine  any  caufe  which  might  have  beea  affcfted  b 
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*uch  deeds,  without  taking  the  advice  of  the  Mahomedan  law  officers.  That 
he  does  not  think  himfelf  as  competent  a  judge  of  any  internal  evidence, 
which  may  lead  to  the  invalidating  fuch  deeds,  or  (hewing  them  to  be  falfified 
or  forged,  as  the  lawyers  of  that  country,  who  were  trained  in  the  drawing 
and  legal  conftructioii3  of  thofe  inftruments.  That  the  regulations  of  1772,  ■ 
cftablimed  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  expreffly  direct  the  pro- 
vincial courts  of  Dewannee  Adaulut,  to  make  reference  to  the  cauzee  and 
muftees,  on  points  of  law  occurring  in  fuits  between  Mahomed  a  11s.  That 
he  always  underflood  it  was  the  practice  under  the  Mahomedan  government. 
That  in  points  of  Mahomedan  law  he  confidered  it  as  his  indifbenfable  duty 
to  confult  the  officers  and  men  learned  in  that  law.  And  being  afked,  whether 
the  Mahomedan  magiftrates  and  do£tors  do  not  confider  themfelves  as  indjf- 
pcnfably  obliged  to  obey  the  order  of  reference  ?  he  anfwered,  that  they  did, 
oecaufe  they  could  have  no  idea  of  any  power  over  theYn,  befides  that  of  the 
provincial  council  of  the  diftridt,  in  which  they  lived,  and  that  fubordinate 
to  the  Governor  General  and  Council ;  he  means  in  rcfpeS  of  legal  orders 
and  references.  And  being  alkcd,  whether  it  had  ever  been  notified  to  them, 
that  fuch  delegation  of  authority  was  in  itfelf  unlawful,  and  their  acting  under 
it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  affcdl  the  property  or  perfon  of  any  one,  was  an  of- 
fence and  punifhable  ?  he  anfwered,  No ;  I  am  clear  that  the  law  officers  at 
Patna  received  no  fuch  information  through  the  provincial  council,  nor  do  I 
think  they  could  have  learned  it  through  any  other  channel.  It  was' neither 
conceived  by  the  council  nor  the  Mahomedan  law  officers  at  Patna,  that  the 
latter  were  'in  any  fenfe  fubjed  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  fupreme  court,  be- 
fore they  found  themfelves  arretted  by  a  warrant  from  that  court.  He  alio 
faid  that  it  is  ufual  for  the  council  to  authorize  the  cauzee  to  execute  the 
procefs  of  the  Dewannee  Adaulut,  by  fecuring  the  eftate  until  the  title  is  de- 
termined, and  to  enforce  the  judgment ;  and  that  he  underflands  this  to  be 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  cauzee.  He  alfo  informed  the  Committee,  that  he 
knows  of  no  qualification  neceflary  for  the  office  of  cauzee,  but  his  appoint- 
ment. That  the  chief  cauzee  of  the  three  provinces  lives  at  Muxadabad, 
and,  he  believes,  holds  his  appointment  from  the  Naboh.  The  cauzee  for 
the  province  of  Bahar  acted  by  a  funnud  from  the  chief  cauzee  at  Muxada- 
bad,  which  he  has  feen,  and  he  knows  of  no  other  authority  by  which  he  acted. 
That  there  is  a  cauzee  eftablifhed  in  every  different  pcrgunnah  of  the  Bahar 
Drovince  who  holds  his  office  by  funnud  from  the  Sudder  or  head  cauzee  at 
r^atna.  That  thofe  muftees  are  intitled  to  the  name  of  Muftees,  who  pofleft 
funnuds  from  the  Sudder  Adaulut,  or  chancery  of  the  empire,  or  from  the 
Jeputics  of  the  perfon  holding  the  Sudder  Adaulut,  one  of  whom  refides  in 
:very  province.  That  there  are  feveral  muftees  in  Patna  befides  thofe  re* 
ained  Dy  the  Company,  Who  procure  a  livelihood  by  drawing  deeds,  or  other 
>r.ictice, 

Your  Committee  find  alfo  information  on  thefe  fubjefts  in  the  7th  report 
)f  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  prefented  to  the  Houfe  on  the  6th  day  of 
May,   1773,  to  which  they  refer. 

1  our  Committee  having  laid  before  the  Houfe  fome  information  on  what 
hey  have  deemed  the  principal  and  leading  confideration  in  this  caufe,  come 
K)w  to  the  judgment,,  which  they  find  was  given  on  the  3d  of  February, 
779,  for  the. plaintiff  againft  all  the  defendants,  with  300,000  rupees  da- 
lages,  and  9208  rupees  10  annas,  cofts,  making  together  Sicca  rupees 
09,208,  10  annas,  or  about  thirty-four  tboufand  pounds,  and  that  execution 
-as  fued  out  accordingly*   :;  ;  * 
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Your  Committee  hare  referred  to  this  place,  an  account  of  the  procefi 
iflhed  in  this  caufe,  both  that  the  relation  of  other  matters  might  not  be  in- 
terrupted, and  that  the  effect  of  the  fuit,  with  all  its  confequences  on  the  de- 
fendants, might  be  the  better  undciftood  by  being  ftatcd  together.  And 
your  Committee  find,  that  the  tint  procefs  was  a  capias,  with  a  bailable 
claufe  againft  all  the  defendants :  and  that  a  bailiff  from  Calcutta  arretted 
Bchadar  Beg  and  the  cauzee,  as  he  was  returning  from  the  Dewannee 
Cutchery,  one  of  the  provincial  courts  of  juliice  at  Patna,  on  Saturday  the 
nth  of  December,  1777,  and  that  the  bail  required  was  400,000  rupees  or 
about  forty-four  thoufand  pounds. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  on  Monday  the  1 5th  of  December,  two  days  af- 
ter the  arrcft,  the  chief  and  council  at  Patna,  agreed  to  offer  bail  for  Maho- 
med Sadhee,  Sudder  or  chief  cauzee  of  the  province  of  Bahar.  The  rea- 
fan  affigned  by  the  Board  for  offering  bail  for  the  cauzee  and  muftees,  ap- 
pears from  the  following  ex  trad  from  their  letter  to  the  Governor  General 
and  Council,  on  the  fubjeft. 

11  The  feizure  of  the  cauzee  in  this  diferaceful  manner,  coming  from  the 
execution  of  his  office,  has  ft  ruck  a  general  terror  into  the  inhabitants  of  thit 
dry.  We  thought  it  therefore  expedient,  for  the  honour  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  prefervation  of  its  authority,  to  offer  the  bail  required  tor  the  en- 
largement of  one  of  its  firic  officers  ;  and  we  were  greatly  difappointed  when 
W  found  it  could  not  be  effected  without  farther  orders  from  the  court." 

"Much  more  might  be  faid,  to  fhew  what  little  refpect  can  be  expected  to 
be  paid  in  future  to  the  decrees  of  the  Dewannee  courts,  the  total  incon- 
fiircney  of  this  double  government,  and  the  cruelty  and  hardships  which  in- 
dividuals are  expofed  to  by  it,  did  we  not  know  that  thefe  circumfrances  are 
too  apparent  to  need  farther  arguments  from  us,  and  that  the  inconveniences 
attending  fuch  an  incongruous  fyilem,  mufl  appear  in  their  proper  light  to 
you.  So  far  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  act,  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  our 
conduct  will  meet  with  your  approbation." 

u  The  bufinefs  of  the  Phoufdarry  rauft  be  totally,   and  of  the  Dewannee 

Courts  in  a  great  mcafure,  fufpended,  till  meafures  are  taken  for  the  releafc- 

'.mtnt  of  the  cauzee  ;  nor  can  we  expect  the  other  officers  of  thefe  courts  to 

carry  any  orders  of  confequence  into  execution,  till  they  are  allured  of  fafety 

,  and  protection  in  the  difchargc  of  their  duty." 

Your  Committee  find,  that  on  this  offer  being  made  by  the  conncil,  the 
bailiff  acquainted  them,  "  That  all  the  perfons  whofe  names  are  recited  in 
the  warrant,  are  included  in  the  bail,  and  that  no  feparate  bail  can  be  taken 
for  any  one  in  particular  ;  and  farther  that  though  he  has  brought  with  him 
a  bail  bond,  yet  he  cannot,  agreeable  to  his  inuructions,  accept  of  any  bail 
without  firft  mentioning  it,  and  receiving  farther  orders  from  Calcutta." 

The  Bailiff  alfo  infonned  the  council,  "  That  his  orders  in  this  cafe  were 
particularly  Uriel ;  and  that  the  parties  could  not,  as  was  ufual  for  perfons  ar- 
retted, be .  allowed  to  remain  in  their  own  houfes  till  the  time  came  for  con* 
veyinjr  them  away,  but  muft  remain  in  boats  on  the  fiver,  till  he  has  farther 
Arefhons  in  what  manner  to  difjx>fe  of  them." 

Your  Committee  find,  that  in  confequence  of  this  arreft,  fcvcral  petitions 
ptre  immediately  prefented  to  the  council  at    Patna,  as  appears  from  the 
following  extract  from  their  proceedings  of  the  15th  of  December,  1777- 
•  u  Received  the. following  arzee  from  Gullaum  Mucdoom,  Kurrum  Ullah, 
Jferkut  Ullah,  and  Syed  Mahomed  Jcwan,  muftees." 
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•*  You  have,  no  doubt,  heard  of  the  warrant  for  Behadar  Khan,  and  that 
the  bailiffs  alfo  have  earned  the  cauzee  on  board  a  boat,  and  conveyed  him 
•way.     Now,  as  there  is  a  report  prevails,  that  a  warrant  is  come  up  for  the    I 
mufteet  alfo,    we  being  the  fervants  of  the  Government,  and  relying  upon 
jout  fupport  alone,  and  ignorant  of  any  motive  or  rcafon  for  fuch  a  meafuir,    I 
tequeft  your  orders  how  to  act. 

**  Agreed  that  a  perwannah  be  wrote  to  the  muftecs,  that,  fliould  they 
be  feized  upon  by  this  warrant,  they  may  reiy  upon  receiving  due  fupport 
from  the  Governor  General  and  Council." 

"  Received  an  arzee  from  Abdu  Rifkeed  Khan,  Dcroga  of  the  Phoufdanj 
Cutcherry." 

'*  Yeuerday,  being  the  12th  of  Zykaud,  one  Mr.  Savorcy,  an  European, 
arrived  at  Fatna  with  a  warrant,  and  arretted  the  cauzce  as  he  was  returning 
home  from  court,  after  the  Dcwannee  Adaulut  was  broke  up,  and  obliged  hirt 
to  defcend  from  his  conveyance  and  attend  him,  and  took  him  from  the  fpot  on 
which  he  was  arretted  to  a  boat,  upon  which  he  is  to  be  conveyed  to  Cal- 
cutta." 

"  As  the  cauzee  and  other  law  officers,  upon  whom  warrants  are  iflued, 
do  not  belong  to  the  Company,  nor  are  fervants  to  the  Company,  but  arc  of 
the  Phoufdarry  Adaulut,  which  is  under  the  Nizamut*  and  this  court  mud 
be  at  a  flop  without  them,  and  there  never  was' an  inftar.ee  of  the  la* 
officers  being  fo  ufed  before  ,  I  think  it  requifite  to  inform  you  of  this  pro- 
ceeding. Nuzzer  Bauky  Beg,  the  Sudder  Fougedar,  arid  Abdul  RmTeed 
Khan,  the  Deroga  attending  the  Board,  reprcfent  the  difgrace  that  fells  on  ] 
their  office  from  the  imprifonment  of  the  cauzee." 

*'  They  are  informed,  That  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  therir'any  it- 
drefs,  but  that  we  {hall  lay  the  circumttances  at  large  before  the  Honourable 
the  Governor  General  and  Council."  ! 

Your  Committee  find,  Thar  on  the  29th  of  December*  fixtecn  dap  after 
the  arrett,  during  which  time  Behadar  Beg  and  the  cauzee  had  been  confined 
in  boats  on  the  river,  the  Bailiff  having  received  his  inftructions  from  Cal- 
cutta, bail  was  given  to  the  fheriff  by  the  chief  and  council  at  Patna,  ia 
behalf  of  the  Company,  for  all  the  defendants ;  and  the  two  prifoners  were 
jet  at  liberty. 

Your  Committe  find,  That  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  on  being 
informed  of  thefe  tranfa&ions  at  Patna  rclblved  firft  to  undertake  the  de- 
fence of  the  fuit  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  and  alfo  to  put  in  bail  above 
for  all  the  defendants. 

The  general  motive  which  induced  the  Board  to  offer  bail  for  the  cauzee 
and  muttces  may  appear  from  the  following  extract •  from  their  proceedings 
of  the  ijth  of  January,    1778. 

"  Refolved,  That  as  the  defendants  are  profecuted  for  a  regular  and  legal 
art  of  government,  in  the  execution  of  a  judicial  decree  (except  one  of  them, 
Behadar  Beg,  the  plaintiff  in  the  fuit  before  the  Dewannee  Adaulut  at  Patna, 
whofc  arrett  is  not  for  any  apparent  caufe)  they  be  fupported  and  indemnifei 
by  government  from  all  confequences  from  which  they  can  be  legally  indent 
toiiicd." 

It  appears,  that  whatever  hardfhip  was  thought  to  attend  the  cafe  of  Beha- 
dar Beg,  whofc  arrett  the  Governor  General  and  Council  adopting  the  ex- 
preffion  of  the  board  at  Patna,  ftate  to  have  been  **  for  no  apparent  caufe/ 
yet  being  only  a  fuitor  in  the  Provincial  Court,  he  was- not  confidered  » 
Living  the  fame  claim  to  the  \mxae£Ytt&  ^fc&aoa  <£  ^oyernment  as  the 
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officers  of  the  Adaulut,  whom  they  ftate  "  to  have  been  pfofecuted  for  a  re- 
pilar  and  legal  aft  of  government ;  in  the  execution  of  a  judicial  decree.** 
Jut  the  reufon  for  including  Bchadar  Beg  in  the  bail,  feems  to  have  arifca 
pm  the  nature  of  the  procefs,  and  the  orders  of  the  Supreme  Court  there- 
%  as  well  as  from  the  previous  proceedings  of  the  Patna  Council,  which 
5ft  them  no  other  alternative  than  that  of  delivering  cither  all  or  none  of 
le  defendants  from  their  imprifonment. 
Jt  appears,  that  Behadar  Beer,  foon  alter  he  was  bailed  at  Patna,  wa«  lent 

>  Calcutta  to  furreuder  in  di:>harge  of  his  ?»ail  j  but  that  bail  to  the  action 
aving  been  afterwards  given  for  him  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council, 
e  remained  in  Calcutta  at  large  till  the  month  of  July,  when  the  caufc 
ting  expected  to  come  on  foon  after,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  fend  him 
nder  a  guard  of  fepoys  to  Patna,  to  remain  there  under  the  cuftody  of  the 
lief  and  Council,  but  with  every  indulgence  conliilcnf  with  fecurity,  to 
yaitthe  judgment  of  the  court. 

On  judgment  being  given,  your  Committee  find,  that  the  defendants  were 
:nt  down  from  Patna  to  Calcurta,  under  a  guard  of  fepoys  to  be  furren- 
ered.  And  your  Committee  are  concerned  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that 
!*uzee  Mahomed  Sadhce  expired  en  the  journey,  and  that  the  furvirors, 
ehadar  Beg  and  the  two  muftccs  were  committed  to  the  common  jail  ac 
'alcutta,  where  they  had  remained  many  months,  and  Aill  continued  at  the 
ate  of  the  late  dilptfehes  from  that  prcfidency,  without  any  profpevi  or 
ope  of  relief  but  from  Pariiiment. 

Your  Committee  enquired  concerning  the  circumftances  and  characters  of 
be  defendants  ;  and  with  regard  to  their  circumiiances  mid,  that  tht  evidence 
iven  at  the  trial  on  th;.t  point  was  ab  follows  : 

Cojah  Zekeriah  fays,  the  defendant  cauzee  Sadhce,  is  a  great  man,  and 
eputy  to  Shurrut  Ullah  Cawn,  and  i^  a  rich  man.  The  defendants,  ratif- 
ies fiaractoolah  and  Giiii.u-n  Mucdoom,  are  in  profnerous  circumiiances. 

Kurru moolah  fays,  the  csiuy.ee  Nadhee  has  ioo  rupees  a  month.  There 
re  five  Muftces,  who  have  in  all  120  rupees  a  month. 

There  was  no  evidence  as  to  the  fublhincc  of  Bchadar  Beg  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
bferved,  that  the  (hare  of  Shabaz  Beg's  eftatc  which  he  received,  was  only 
1  truft  for  his  farther,  who  actually  took  pofleflion  of  it. 

And  your  Committee  examined  fevcral  gentlemen  to  this  point,  who  in- 
>rmed  them,  that  the  defendants  were  in  poor  circumllances,  aud  that  a 
Dmmitment  till  they  fhould  pay  the  damages  adjudged  by  the  court,  would 
mount  to  an  imprifonment  for  life.  And  your  Cnmmittce  alfo  find,  that 
le  cauzee  was  above  fixty  years  of  age,  that  he  had  been  chief  cauzee  of 
ae  province  of  Bahar  a  great  many  yearj,  and  long  before  the  eflablhhment 
f  provincial  councils;  that  he  was  much-  refpected,  and  that  the  muftees 
ore  the  characters  of  learned  and  upright  men. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  foon  after  the  commitment  of  the  defendants, 
editions  were  prefented  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  Hating  thei? 
tuation,  and  praying  for  relief.  And  that  the  Governor  General  and  Council 
id  accordingly  afford  fuch  relief  to  them,  and  their  families,  as  their  iitua- 
ons  admitted  of.  And  yotir  Committee  obferve,  that  in  the  courfe  of  theft 
ammunications,  hopes  of  final  and  more  fubftantial  relief  were  held  out  to 
ie  defendants,  from  the  interpofition  of  parliament,  which  wag  reprefentc4 

>  them  as  their  only  refource. 

,  And  your  committee  find,  That  Nadarah  Begum  brought  another  adion, 

on 
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on  account  of  the  lame  tranfa&ions,  againft  Mr.  Law  and  two  other  mem- 
ber* of  the  provincial  council  at  Patna ;  that  the  Governor  General  and 
council  finding  the  fuit  was  brought  againft  thefe  gentlemen  for  a&s  done  in 
their  public  characters,  thought  proper  to  take  its  defence  on  themfelves,  on 
behalf  of  the  company.  And  your  committee  find,  that  the  plaintiff  recovered  : 
alfo  in  this  action  1 5,000  rupees  damages  ;  which  the  Governor  General  and  ' 
Council,  from  the  fame,  confideration  ordered  to  be  fatisfied  on  the  part 
of  the  company.  And  your  committee  find,  that  an  appeal  was  brought 
againft  this  judgment  to  the  King  in  council,  which  they  are  informed  is 
now  depending^  And  your  committee  have  not  found  any  full  or  fatisfa&oiy 
account  of  the  proceedings  in  tHe  Phoufdarry  court,  ordered  by  the  patna 
council,  againft  Gojah  Zekeriah,  Ghyrut  Beg,  Ennuyet  Alia  Seg,  cauzce 
Muzzoom,  and  Mahomed  Evaz,  for  the  forgery  of  the  two  inftruments  relied 
on  by  Nadarah  Begum.  Your  committee  find,  that  they  were  confined  (even  ] 
months  in  confequence  of  thefe  proceedings  ;  but  are  not  enabled,  by  any  ] 
evidence  before  them,  to  ftate  the  final  ifl\ie  of  the  profecution,  or  whether 
any  judgment  was  ever  pafled  upon  it.  And  your  committee  find,  that  fome 
time  after  judgment  had  been  given  againft  Behadar  Beg  and  the  cauzee  and 
muftees,  Mr.  Young  and  Mr.  Law,  two  members  of  the  Patna  council,  pre- 
ferred an  indictment  in  the  fuprefme  court  againft  Nadarah  Begum,  Cojah 
Zekeriah,  and  other  perfons,  whom  they  fuppofed  to  be  her  agents,  for  the 
v  forgery  of  the  two  deeds  before  mentioned.  That  this  indidhnent  was 
quafhed  by  the  court  for  informality,  and  that  the  profecution  was  then 
dropped. 

Your  committee  think  proper  to  fubjoin,  in  this  place,  fuch  part  of  the 
evidence  delivered  to  them  by  the  different  witnefTes  whom  they  have  exa- 
mined, as  relates  more  particularly  to  the  Patna  caufe, 

Mr.  Golding  informed  the  Committee,  that  he  knew  Shabaz  Beg  Cawn 
and  Behadar  Beg  perfonally  ;  that  the  nephew  lived  in  the  houfe  with  his 
uncle,  ufually  accompanied  him  in  his  vifits  to  the  Englifh  gentlemen,  and 
was  confidered  by  them  and  the  people  as  the  perfon  whom  he  intended  to 
make  his  heir ;  that  no  quarrel  between  the  uncle  and  the  nephew  ever  came 
to  his  knowledge,  and  did  not  recoiled  to  have  heard  of  any  ;  that  he  never 
heard  of  any  quarrel  between  Shabaz  Beg  and  Allum  Beg,  at  Cabool,  during 
the  life  of  the  former ;  but  that  fince  his  death  fuch  a  report  was  fpread, 
which  he  conceived  to  come  from  the  partizans  of  the  widow. 

That  he  believes  it  is  not  ufuai  for  MufTulmans  to  take  away  the  portion 
allotted  by  law  to  the  next  male  heir;  but  on  the  "contrary,  believes  that 
MufTulmans  in  general  give  a  preference  to  the  male  relations.  He  never 
heard  that  Shabaz  Beg  had  fuch  a  particular  attachment  to  his  wife,  as  to  fu- 
percede  that  general  preference  ;  but  that  he  married  at  a  very  advanced  age, 
and  he  does  not  know  what  influence  his  wife  may  have  had  over  him. 

He  never  heard  in  the  life-time  of  Shabaz  Beg,  that  any  application  had 
been  made  to  the  Mahomedan  lawyers,  to  draw  up  any  conveyance  of  his 
eftate  in  his  wife's  favour.  He  conceived  him  to  have  been  in  a  ftate  of 
idiotifm  for  fome  time  before  his  death.  It  was  near  a  year  before  his  death 
that  he  faw  him,  and  he  then  appeared  to  have  loft  his  faculties. 

That  when  any  fair  conveyance  is  going  to  be  made,  that  tends  to  alter  the 

legal  fucceflion  to  property,  it  is  always  ufuai  to  employ  Mahomedan  lawyers 

to  draw  the  deeds,  and  the  atteftation  of  the  cauzce  is  indifpenfably  neceflary 

3  » 


A.  1781.  DEBATES.  445 

to  its  validity.  That  this  circumftance  renders  the  tran  faction  in  fome  degree 
public  ;  that  the  cauzee  keeps  a  regifter  of  fuch  tranfactions ;  that  he  never 
heard  any  report  of  fuch  a  conveyance  being  drawn  or  authenticated,  before 
the  deatn  of  Shabaz  Beg ;  and  that  in  his  utuation,  as  it  would  have  been 
1  remarkable  tranfaclion,  he  fhould  probably  have  heard  of  it,  if  it  had  hap- 
pened. He  did  not  recoiled  ever  to  have  heard  of  any  other  inftance  of  a 
Mufliilman  leaving  his  fortune  by  any  deed  of  gift,  executed  during  his 
life-time,  from  his  male  heirs  to  his  wife.  Being  afked,  under  what  authority, 
and  in  what  character,  the  chief  and  council  at  Patna  aft,  in  cxercifing  au- 
thority in  civil  fuits  between  natives  ?  he  faid,  they  aft  under  the  authority  of 
the  Governor  General  and  Council.  They  lit  as  a  court  of  appeal,  in  relation 
fo  the  Dewannee  Adaulut  at  Patna,  which  is  fuperintended  in  rotation  by  a 
member  of  the  provincial  council.  He  underftood  likewife,  that  the  chief 
had  the  power  of  removing  any  caufe  from  the  Dewannee  Adaulut,  and  lay- 
ing it  before  the  provincial  council  at  large,  or  even  of  bringing  a  caufe  be- 
fore that  board  in  the  firft  inftance.  That  he  thinks  this  exercife  of  jurif- 
diclion,  both  original  and  appellant,  has  been  the  invariable  courfe  fince  the 
eftabliftiment  of  the  provincial  council,  and  the  regulations  formed  by  Mr. 
PalHngs  tor  the  conduct  of  the  courts  of  Adaulut.  That  when  a  petition  is 
prefented  to  the  chief  and  council,  he  believes,  as  he  faid  before,  that  he  can 
either  bring  it  immediately  before  the  provincial  council  in  their  judicial  ca- 
pacity, or  prefer  it  to  the  preliding  member  of  the  court  of  Adaulut.  That 
in  caufes  of  great  moment,  and  particularly  fuch  as  refpect  the  revenue,  he 
ufually  brings  it  immediately  before  the  provincial  council. 

He  alfo  informed  your  committee,  that  the  Mahomedan  lawyers  arc  in 
general  held  in  refpect  by  the  people,  and  arc  men  of  good  chara&ers.  That 
their  ialaries  are  not  large,  and  he  cannot  fay  how  far  they  are  open  to  temp- 
tation. That  they  do  not  depend  entirely  on  their  falaries  ;  that  they  have 
certain  fees  for  fetting  their  leals  to  inftruments  and  deeds,  and  have  other 
practice.     That  he  does  not  recollect  any  complaints  of  their  corruption. 

He  alio  faid,  that  he  was  acquainted  with  Meer  Sadhee*  late  cauzee  of 
Bahar.  That  he  was  cauzee  when  he  tint  went  to  Patna,  but  he  does  not 
know  how  long  he  had  been  fo  before.  That  he  bore  the  character  of  a  very 
honeft  and  very  humane  man,  and  he  thinks  was  much  efteemed  by  the  in- 
habitants. That  he  never  heard  of  any  complaints  of  curruption  being  car- 
ried up  to  his  luperiors  again  It  him  ;  that  he  was  not  thought  a  perfon  igno- 
rant in  his  profeffiou  ;  and  that  his  long  continuance  in  his  office  was  a  proof 
of  the  contrary.  That  he  is  pretty  certain  the  cauzee  did  not  derive  his  au- 
thority originally  from  the  Governor  General  and  Conncil,  or  any  Englifh  au- 
thority in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla.  That  he  had  no  con- 
cern in  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  and  was  in  no  other  civu  office  under 
government ;  and  held  no  employment  but  that  of  cauzee,  which  he  held  in 
both  courts,  civil  and  criminal.  That  he  was  not  fcrvant  or  agent  of  any 
European,  and  he  believes  would  have  thought  himfelf  difgraced  by  it, 
whilft  adting  in  the  capacity  of  cauzee.  He  thinks  he  was  near  fixty  years 
of  age  ;  that  he  left  a  wife,  but  docs  not  know  whether  he  had  any  children. 
He  uud,  that  he  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing  Mcer  Berkut  Ullah,  and 
Gullaum  Mucdoom,  except  in  their  official  characters ;  that  he;  knew  nothing 
ill  of  them ;  the  cauzee  was  the  perfon  to  whofe  opinion  he  paid  moft  atten- 
tion. 

Vol.  II.  I  ii  He 
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He  faid,  that  Cojah  Zckeriah  was  confidered  as  the  widow's  agent.  He 
never  knew  women  appear  in  perfon.  The  agent  a&ing  under  thofe  circura- 
fcmces  is  coniidered  as  the  party  herfelf,  infomuch  that  they  fuffer  imprifon- 
jnent  for  their  principal.  He  knew  nothing  of  Cojah  Zekeriah  until  he  ap- 
peared the  oftenfible  manager  of  Naderah  Begum ;  and  he  therefore  can  fey 
nothing  of  hia  character. 

He  knew  of  no  connection  of  intimacy  or  intereft  between  the  cauzee 
Sadhee  and  Bahadar  Beg,  which  might  create  any  fufpicion  of  partiality; 
and  he  believes  there  was  no  fuch  connection  between  them.  On  his  return 
to  Patna,  he  heard  no  imputation  of  bribery  againir.  the  cauzee  and  Muftcci 
in  this  caufe.  He  believes  the  inhabitants  conhder  Bahadar  Beg  as  the  right 
heir  of  Shabaz  Beg.  He  did  not  hear  of  any  cruelty  committed  in  execut- 
ing the  orders  of  the  Patna  council  on  Nadarah  Begum ;  but  he  heard  that 
£he  refitted  the  decree  ;  that  fhc  withdrew  herfelf  to  a  mofque  adjoining  to 
Patna,  which  is  a  mauioleum,  and  a  religious  houfe.  He  informed 'your 
Committee,  that  this  is  a  large  building,  appropriated  to  the  burial  of  people 
Qf  diftin&ion  ;  and  alfo  contains  feparate  buildings,  were  the  faquiers  or 
priefts  refide.  That  it  is  in  a  very  pleafant  fituation,  admits  of  the^beft  ac- 
commodation, and  has  one  of  the  moft  pleafant  gardens  adjacent  to  Patna.. 

Being  afked,  what  were  the  circumftances  of  the  cauzee  and  muftees  ?  he 
faic^  that  he  fhould  imagine  they  were  no  better  than  would  enable  them  to 
live  decently  ;  and  that  if  they  were  in  priibn  till  they  fhould  pay  36,0001. 
damages,  it  would  be  an  imprifonment  for  life.     He  laid,  that  Shabaz  Beg 
was  not  an  omrah  of  the  empire,  nor  con  fide  red  as  a  man  of  high  diftincYion. 
Being  a&ed  of  what  ftanding  in  the  company's  fervice  thofe  gentlemen  were, 
who  ufually  prefided  in  the  Dewannee  Adaulut  ?    he  faid,  fcldom  under  ten 
years,  often  much  more.     That  there,  were  fome  few  of  them  who  did  not  un- 
Serfiand  the  country  languages,  but  that  the  major  part  of  them  certainly 
did.     That  the   records  of  the  Dewannee  Adaulut  were  kept  in  the  Perfian 
and  Englifh  languages.     That  there  are  many  gentlemen  in  the  Company1* 
fervice  who  underfland  the  Perfian  language.     That  in  the  province  of  Bahar, 
the  depofitions  of  the   witnefTes  are  generally  given  in  Moorifh,  and  taken 
down  in  Perfian  and  Englifh ;  and  that,  as  far  as  came  within   his  obferva- 
tion,  a  majority  of  the  Englifh  gentlemen  who  prefided  in  thefe  courts,  were 
fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  Moor  language,  to  underfland  the  depofitions 
made  before  them.     That  there  was  always  an  interpreter  attending  the  fu- 
perin tending  member.     That  the   members  of  the   provincial  councils  had 
no  falary  for  fuperintending  the  Dewannee  court,  but  that  he  coniidered  it 
as  part  of  the  duty  annexed  to  their  llation,  for  which  he  received  a  falary 
from  500  to  700  rupees  a  month,  according  to  his  feriiority  in  council.     That 
they  were  not  allowed  the  benefit  of  trade,  fincc  the  laft  adfc  of  Parliament ; 
that  the  allowance  was  barely  equal  to  the  expences  of  the  fiat  ion.     Being 
afked,    whether  Behadar  Beg  was  coniidered  as  a  farmer  or  renter  of  land  ? 
he  faid,  that  Shabaz  Beg,   in  his  life-time,  had  a  farm  adjoining  to  his  own 
ultumghaw,  in  the,  name  of  another  perfon,  for  whofe  regular  payment  of 
rent  he  was  fecurity    That  after  his  death  he  believes  it  was  continued  on  the 
fame  footing  to  his  nephew,  who  was  alfo  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the 
rent,  on  the  part  of  the  perfon  whofe  name  fbod  in  the  pottah  or  leafe ;  but 
was  himfelf  under  no  engagement  as  a  farmer,  that  he  knew  ofr 

And 
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And  being  afked,  if  he  knew  what  effect  the  adjudication,  which  made 
Humeri  of  the  revenue  and  their  fecurities  amenable  to  the  juri (diction  of 
the  fupreme  court  had  upon  zemindars  and  monicd  men  in  the  pmvince  of 
Bahar  ?  he  faid,  that  the  court  had  not  declared  that  jurifdiction  while  he 
was  in  India. 

Mr.  Law  was  then  examined  ;  and  being  afked,  whether  there  were  not 
fome  circumftanccs  of  unuiual  rigor,  in  executing  the  orders  of  the  council 
againft  Nadarah  Begum  ?  he  faid,  None,  in  thole  acts  done  by  the  cauzee 
and  muftees  ;  the  ftory  of  her  being  driven  from  place  to  place,  and  at  laft 
forced  to  take  refuge  in  the  Durgah,  is  what  he  never  heard  of,  till  he  faw 
it  in  the  affidavit  drawn  out  at  Calcutta.  That  fhe  went  to  the  Durgah,  is 
Notorious,  as  well  as  that  there  were  a  variety  of  houles  in  Patna  to  which 
fhe  might  have  retired,  had  me  been  lb  difpofed.  She  was  certainly  after- 
wards treated  with  rigor  by  the  council,  in  confcqucnce  of  her  contumacy  ; 
and  the  methods  taken  to  enforce  the  decree  of  the  council,  were  fuch  as 
were  pointed  out  by  the  advice  of  the  Mahomcdan  lawyers,  cxpreflly  taken 
on  the  occaiion.  Being  afked,  what  act  of  contumacy  he  alluded  to,  and 
what  was  the  rigorous  procefs  recommended  by  the  Mahomedan  lawyers  ? 
he  laid,  that  he  fpokc  entirely  from  recollection  ;  that  (he  refufed  to  deliver 
up  the  funnuds  or  patents  of  the  ultumghaw,  the  feal  of  her  deceaied  huf- 
band,  and  to  produce  the  female  flavcj,  who  were  ncccflary  witnefles  on  a 
charge  of  embezzlement  or  removal  of  the  effects.  That  the  opinion  of 
the  Mahomedan  lawyers  was  tranllatcd,  and  itands  on  the  Patna  proceed- 
ings. He  believes  guards  were  recommended  to  be  placed  around  her  habi- 
tatibn,  to  prevent  all  communication  with  her,  till  fhe  complied  with  the  de- 
cree. That  he  conceived  this  order  extended  to  prevent  the  conveyance  of 
any  food  to  her  ;  it  was  meant  to  reduce  her  to  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  obe- 
dience. .Being  afked,  whether  he  heard,  before  flic  retired  to  the  Durgah, 
that  fhe  had  been  locked  out  of  all  the  apartments  of  her  hufband's  houfe, 
obliged  to  go  into  the  privy,  and  driven  from  thence,  half  naked,  into  a  bazar, 
or  market  ?  he  faid,  Thefe  are  circumftances  that  he  never  heard  of,  or 
knew,  till  he  faw  them  drawn  out  in  Englifh  at  Calcutta,  where  he  believes 
them  to  have  been  fabricated,  in  order  to  heighten  her  fuppofed  diftrefs. 
In  regard  to  her  being  fhut  out  of  her  apartments,  he  conceived  it  fcarce 
probable,  from  the  plan  of  Mahomedan  houles.  The  women's  as  well  as 
the  men's  apartments  ufually  confift  of  a  delaun  or  hall,  open  to  a  court, 
with  two  fmall  coutra,  or  dark  rooms,  for  keeping  goods  ;  and  It  is  in  thefe 
clolets,  and  not  in  the  open  hall,  were  goods  are  depofited ;  therefore  the 
fhutting  up  of  thefe  clolets  would  have  been  a  very  little  inconvenience, 
whillr.  the  hall,  which  could  not  be  fhut  up,  was  free  to  her.  He  does  not 
remember  any  formal  complaints  lodged  before  him,  or  any  a6t  of  illegal 
violence  offered  to  this  lady. 

He  fays,  the  Durgah,  to  which  the  widow  retired,  is  a  very  extenfive  in- 
clofurc,  divided  into  a  number  of  courts,  with  walks,  trees  and  fountains, 
where  people  fometimes  relbrt  for  pleafure  :  that  it  is  inhabited  by  a  religious 
order  of  men,  called  Faquiers  ;  the  head  of  the  eftablifhment  has  a  large 
houfe.  There  are  apartments  for  Faquiers,  and  alfo  for  travellers  ;  and  there 
is  a  large  eftate  allotted  for  its  fupport,  which  is,  he  undcrftands,  between 
20  and  30,000  rupees,  or  between  2  and  3,0001.  a  year. 

I  i  i  a,  Hr 


L  1781. 


428  PARLIAMENTARY 

He  faid,  that  he  was  acquainted  with  cauzee  Sadhee— That  he  found  him  • 
in  that  office  in  the  year  1767,  when  he  firft  went  to  Patna,  and  undcrilood  . 
he  had  been  there  fome  time  —  That  he  was  univerfally  refpe&ed  ;  and  during 
his  refidence,  he  never  heard  any  impeachment  of  his  characters.  That  no 
complaints  againit.  him,  for  corruption  or  infufficiency,  had  been  laid  befbre 
the  Patna  council ,  and  he  never  heard  of  any  being  laid  before  the  head 
cauzee,  the  naib  Soubah,  or  the  Governor  General  and  Council ;  and  he  thinks 
it  was  not  the  dread  of  his  power  which  prevented  fuch  complaints,  but  that 
the  probity  of  his  conduct  gave  no  room  for  them  —  He  was  a  mild,  mode- 
rate man,  and  never  interfered  beyond  the  ftric-fc  line  of  his  tofficc,  nor  at- 
tempted to  acquire  power  or  influence  —  He  was  a  man  very  much  beloved— 
He  believes  he  had  no  connection  with  Behadar  Beg,  and  quefHons,  whether 
he  ever  fpoke  with  him  before  the  infHtution  of  this  fuit  —  That  he  never 
heard  of  any  quarrel  between  him  and  Nadarah  Begum,  and  does  not  fup- 
pofe  there  ever  was  one. 

That  the  muftees  Bara&oolah  and  Gullaum  Mucdoom,  were  the  muftees 
retained  by  the  Company,  and  he  had  occafion  frequently  to  fee  them  ading 
in  their  judicial  capacity  —  That  he  never  heard  any  ill  of  them  —  That  he 
never  heard  any  furmife  of  Nadarah  Begum's  preferring  any  complaint 
again  ft  the  cauzee  and  muftees,  on  account  of  corruption  in  her  caufe,- until 
fhe  charged  them  with  it  in  the  affidavit  on  which  the  fuit  commenced,  and 
hopes  were  then  exjprefled  of  their  ability  to  prove  it,  but  it  was  not  attempt- 
ed on  the  trial  —  He  does  not  know,  whether  the  judges  called  for  fuch  proof. 
Being  afked,  Whether  he  attributed  the  depopulation  of  Bahar  to  the  ignc^ 
rancc  and  venality  of  the  native  magiftrates,  and  men  of  the  law  ?  he  faid, 
by  no  means  ;  he  fuppofes  the  perfons  who  fill  the  law  offices  at'prefent,  are 
as  learned  and  upright  as  they  were  twenty  years  ago,  when  the  province  ex- 
ceeded probably  its  prefent  population  by  one  third. 

And  being  afked,  Whether  he  obferved  in  the  provinces,  a  general  defire 
of  the  natives  to  be  put  under  the  dominion  of  the  Englifh  law,  and  the  jih 
rifdiclion  of  the  fupreme  court  ?  He  faid,  that  he  believed  there  was  no- 
thing which  they  dreaded  more,  becaufe  they  did  not  underfhmd  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  the  Englifh  courts  acted,  and  as  far  as  they  had  any > know- 
ledge of  the  Englifh  law,  they  found  it  totally  repugnant  to  their  manners, 
religion,  and  cuftoms.  Being  afked,  Whether  they  did  not  know,  if  they 
were  made  fubject  to  the  Englifh  law,  there  was  an  extenfive  authority  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  four  gentlemen  of  great  learning,  to  relieve  them  from 
opprcflions  of  the  Englifh  and  native  magiftrates  ?  He  anfwered,  That  he 
does  not  believe  they  had  any  fuch  knowledge,  or  if  they  had,  that  they  wifh- 
ed  to  make  ufe  of  it —  He  believes  they  were  better  contented  with  their  coun- 
try courts,  with  all  their  imperfections,  than  with  the  pro fpect  of  any  thing 
beneficial  that  they  might  find  by  reforting  to  the  Englifh  court.  And  be- 
ing afked,  Whether  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  court  might  not  be  artfully 
kept  from  their  knowledge  ?  He  faid,  he  thinks  it  was  totally  impoffible. 
And  being  alked,  If  they  did  not  know  that  there  were  Englifh  lawyers,  men 
of  ability,  and  able  attornies,  who  might  affift  them  in  taken  the  benefit  of 
the  Englifh  laws,  and  put  them  on  a  better  footing  than  when  they  pleaded 
their  own  caufes  in  their  own  cburts  ?  He  faid,  he  believed  they  liked  better 
to  plead  their  own  caufes  in  their  own  courts,  near  their  own  homes,  at  no 
e*pence,  by  themfelves  or  their  agents,  in  a  manner  they  comprehended, 

than 
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than  to  truft  their  caufes  to  perfons  who  did  not  know,  to  be  carried  through 
1  court,  the  rulers  of  which  they  were  totally  ignorant  of,  in  a  foreign  Ian* 
guage  ,  at  a  vaft  diftance  ,  and  where,  whether  they  gained  or  loft  their  fuits, 
they  were  fure  of  an  heavy  expcnce  —  He  does  not  mean  to  infer,  that  they 
thought  lightly  of  the  Englifh  law,  or  its  profeflbrs  ;  but  the  whole  was  not 
adapted  to  their  fociety,  and  was  beyond  their  comprehenfion.  He  alfo  faidf 
that  he  imagined  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  King  in  council  could  not  be  ge- 
nerally known  ;  and  that  delay  and  diftance  would  prevent  them  from  taking 
much  benefit  from  it.  Being  aikcd,  What  were  the  expences  of  the  fuit  be- 
tween Behadar  Beg  and  Nadarah  Begum  at  Patna  ?  He  faid,  that  he  does 
not  know  of  any  expences  befides  what  might  be  paid  to  the  Peons,  that  might 
be  placed  as  a  guard  over  the  effects  ;  the  court  being  fupported  by  the  Com- 
pany, parties  are  freed  from  other  charges. 

He  believes  the  firft  notice  the  cauzce  and  muftees  had  of  the*  proceedings 
againft  them,  was  the  arrcft  cf  the  cauzee  and  Behadar  Beg ;  they  were  put 
on  board  boats  to  be  carried  to  Calcutta ;  they  requeued  to  be  allowed  to  go  to 
their  houfes,  and  to  have  time  for  arranging  their  affairs ;  the  provincial 
council  offered  bail,  but  the  bailiff  would  not  take  it  till  he  had  written  to 
Cakutta  for  inftruclions,  which  took  up  16  days ;  during  which  time  the 
prifoners  remained  on  the  river,  with  very  indifferent  accommodations  —  That 
the  arreft  of  the  cauzee  occafioned  a  general  alarm  on  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  which  came  to  his  knowledge  by  the  apprehenfion  expreffed  by  all  the 
officers  of  government,  and  a  number  of  other  independent  people  refiding  at 
Patna*—  That  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  Patna  does  not  exceed  50,000. 

.  He  believes  it  was  not  ufual,  according  to  the  courfe  of  proceedings  in  that 
country,  to  arreft  the  native  magiftratcs  without  previous  notice  of  a  com- 
plaint, flgainft  them—- That  the  cauzee  and  muftees  had  no  fpecific  notice  of 
the  cbmnit  matters  on  which  they  were  fo  juftifv  themfelves,  nor  could  they 
form  any  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  offence  laid  to  their  charge,  nor  of  whas 
would  be  ufeful  or  proper  for  their  juftification  —  That  if  the  council  had  not 
ifiterpoied  to  bail  them,  it  would  have  been  totally  out  of  their  power  to  get 
bail  to  that  amount  at  Patna ;  and  they  mud  have  been  carried  to  the  public 
prifon  at  Calcutta. 

■  That  afterwards,  in  order  to  their  being  delivered  up  by  their  bail,  they 
were  fent  for  by  the  council,  and  acquainted  with  the  decree  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  told,  that  they  rauft  be  conducted  to  Calcutta,  to  be  delivered  up 
to  the  court ;  and  they  were  accordingly,  within  two  or  three  days  after  they 
were  acquainted  with  the  order,  put  under  a  military  guard,  and  conveyed  in 
boats  to  Calcutta  ;  aud  fome  time  after,  the  officers  from  the  fheriff  came  to 
Patna,  and  (Seized  their  houfes  and  effects,  which  were  publicly  put  up  to  fale 
^— That  befides  the  property  belonging  to  the  perfons  who.  were  immediately 
parries,  complaints  were  made  to  him  (Mr.  Law)  of  villages  and  houfes  be- 
longing to  their  friends  and  relations  being  alfo  feized,  and  amongft  them  vil- 
lages for  which  rent  was  due  to  the  Company  —  That  fuch  accidents  are  liable 
to  happen,  as  the  fheriff  is  left  to  grope  his  way  in  the  dark.  The  effed  of 
this  (eizure,  and  putting  up  to  fale,  of  the  property  of  the  cauzee  and  muf- 
tees, upon  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Patna,  was,  to  throw  them  into 
utter  aftonifhment ;  as  they  knew  not  wherein  the  criminality  of  thefe  ma- 
ghlrates  confifted,  feveral  of  their  relations  abfeonded  and  fecreted  themfelves, 
ltft  they  fhould  alfo  be  coniideredas  delinquents/ 
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.In  confcquence  of  this  tranfaction,  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
•office  of  cauzee  was,  for  a  time,  fuipended,  till  the  brother  of  the  late 
cauzee  was  appointed  in  his  flation,  and  other  mufrces  were  appointed  in  the* 
room  of  thole  who  were  gone.  It  was  with  ibmc  difficulty  that  the  cauzec'* 
btother  would  accept,  being  apprcheniive,  that  by  being  placed  in  the  fame 
office  as  his  brother,  he  might  be  liable  to  the  lame  kind  of  treatment  by 
procefs  from  the  fupreme  court. 

Beirig  afked,  what  became  of  cauzee  Sadhee  after  he  was  delivered  up  by 
his  bail  ?  He  faid,  he  was  in  an  ill  ftate  of  health  when  he  left  Patna,  and 
that  he  died  in  his  paflTage  to  Calcutta  —  He  never  heard  his  death  attributed 
to  his  being  taken  down  to  ^Calcutta  to  jail  ;  but  as  he  was  an  infirm  old 
man,  about  fixty  years  of  age,  and  had  been  ill  for  ibme  time  before,  how  far 
his  removal  from  his  family,  and  travelling  upon  the  water,  might  have  an 
effect  in  haftening  his  death,  he  could  not  pretend  to  fay. 

Being  afked,  whether  he  had  ever  heard  of  any  quarrel  between  Shabaz 
Beg  and  Ailum  Beg  his  brother,  or  Behadar  Beg  his  nephew,  which  might 
induce  Shabaz  Beg  to  disinherit  his  male  heirs  in  favour  of  his  wife  ?  He 
laid,  he  remembered  feeing  Allum  Beg  fome  years  ago  at  the  houfe  of  his 
brother,  Shabaz  Beg,  to  whom  he  was  come  on  a  vilit  from  Cabool ;  and  that 
he  never  heard  of  their  having  the  leal!  mifunderftanding  —  That  Behadar 
Beg  came  at  an  early  age  to  live  with  his  uncle,  and  not  liking  the  confine- 
ment-of  his  family,  went  to  Benares,  or  perhaps  farther,  in  order  to  return 
to  Cabool  ;  but  was  invited  back  by  his  uncle,  with  whom  he  afterward* 
lived  upon  the  beft  terms,  till  his  uncle's  death,  which  happened  fome  yean 
after.the  event  above  mentioned— That- he  (Mr.  Law)  had  frequent  occafioD, 
during  the  illnefs  of  Shabaz  Beg,  to  receive  application  from  Behadar  Beg, 
as  the  reprefentativc  of  his  uncle  —  That  it  is  not  ulual  among  Muflulmaas  to 
take  av/ny  the  portion  allotted  by  law,  from  the  next  male  heir,  in  favour  of 
their  wives — That  the  Mahomedan  law  difaoproves  of  any  distribution  of 
property  different  from  that  eftablifhed  by  their  cufrom  ;  and  that  he  does 
not  recollect  any  inftance,  during  his  long  refidence  in  that  country  —  That 
he  knew  Shabaz  Beg  from  his  firil:  arrival  at  Patna  ;  he  had  been  111  the  mi- 
litary fervice  of  the  Eait-India  Company,  and  he  believes  in  no  other ;  the 
higheft  ftation  he  had  ferved  in,  was  that  of  Roflbldar,  or  commander  of  a 
troop  of  horfe ;  he  knew  not  in  what  inferior  ftation  he  might  have  ferved ; 
the  troop  he  commanded  was  broke  foon  after  the  conclufion  of  the  war  with 
Coflim  Ali  Cawn  ;  and  when  he  ceafed  to  have  any  command,  he  had  feme 
allowance  regularly  iflued  to  him,  from  one  of  the  brigade  paymafters,  as 
balf-pay,  which  was  latterly  paid  him  from  Calcutta  ;  he  faw  hie  laft  receipt, 
but  does  not  recoiled  the  amount ;  he  believes  it  did  not  amount  to  200  ru- 
pees a  month. 

Being  examined  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Dewannee  Adaulut,  and  aiked, 
of  how  many  years  {landing  in  the  fervice  gentlemen  ufually  are  who  prefide 
in  them  ?  He  informed  the  Committee,  that  few  acquire  a  feat  in  the  provin- 
cial councils  in  lefs  then  ten  years,  fome  more ;  and  they  prefide  by  rota- 
tion in  the  Dewannee  Adauluts  — •  That  they  in  general  understand  the  coun- 
try language,  and  there  is  always  an  interpreter  who  is  a  proficient  in  the 
Perfian  language,  to  explain  any  papers  or  matters  which  the  preiident  may  not 
be  fufficicnt  matter  of  the  language  to  underftand — Of  late  years  the  provincial 
chief  has  not  prcfided  in  the  Dewannee  Adaulut  —  The  firft  appeal  lies  from  the 

Dcwan- 
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Dewannee  Adaulut  to  the  provincial  chief  and  council  at  large ;  he  has  known 
many  appeals  brought  before  them,  and  feveral  inftances  of  judgments  of  the 
inferior  courts  being  reverted.  Being  afked,  whether  he  had  ever  heard  of  any 
perfon  preiiding  in  a  Dewannee  Adaulut,  having  formed  out  the  profits  of  his 
tktion  tor  a  certain  ium  ?  He  faid,  he  never  had  ;  nor  did  he  think  fuch  a 
thing  poflible,  for  where  there  is  an  immediate  appeal  to  the  council,  it  would 
aufwer  no  end  —  That  if  fuch  a  proceeding  were  to  be  made  the  "fubject.  of  a 
complaint  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  a  ievcre  fcruriny  would  be 
made  into  it,  and  the  offender,  if  found  guilty,  would  be  difmifiedthc  iervice 
with  difgracc. 

Being  afked,  whether  he  had  known  inftances  of  complaint  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  againll  the  Company's  fcrvants  employed  in  any  civil  capa- 
city ?  He  laid,  he  knew  feveral  had  been  made,  and  that  in  fuch  cafes  other 
gentlemen  had  been  appointed  to  examine  the  complaint,  and  lay  their  pro- 
ceedings before  the  Governor  General  and  Council ;  and  that  if  the  complaint 
was  jult,  they  have  difmifled  the  offender. 

Being  afked,  whether  it  was  the  cuftom  for  the  native  officers  of  jufticc  to 
receive  prefents  from  litigants  ?  He  laid,  the  practice  had  always  been  re- 
probated in  the  Dewannee  courts ;  and  though  it  h;iJ,  and  might  itill,  in  fome 
degree,  prevail,  he  believed  the  inftances  were  very  rare—  He  conceived,  that 
even  before  the  citablifhrnent  of  the  Englilh  courts,  prefents  made  previous  to 
the  deciiion  of  the  fuit,  were  contidercd  as  corrupt,  and  meant  to  iniiucucc 
the  judgment  of  the  magifrrare,  however  authored  by  cations. 

Being  afked,  if  the  natives  coniidered  it  as  a  great  haniihip  10  be  obi'ged 
ID  plead  to  the  juriiciiction  of  the  fupremc  court  ?  He  ai*.iv.vr:d,  they  cer- 
tainly mud  ;  becaufc  as  the  matter  now  frauds,  they  arc  ii  ibL- 10  be  conveyed 
away  by  an  abrupt  feizure,  from  their  family  and  friends,  to  leave  their  af- 
fairs quite  unfcrtled,  to  be  carried  to  the  diifcmcc  of  500  miles,  and  there,  if 
they  cannot  find  bail,  which,  from  dill  a  nee  and  or  her  c  i  re  ».u  nuances,  mull 
frequently  happen,  they  arc  thrown  ino  the  common  jail :  and  all  this  pro- 
eels  upon  the  iimple  aifidavit  of  any  perfon  whatever  :  whether  he  is  a  man 
of  credit,  or  not,  forms  no  part  ot  the  ouciron  ;  it  is  fuii:  jient  it  it  be  declared 
on  oath,  that  the  perfon  pro.ecutcd  is  within  the  jurifdi.^-tion  of  the  court; 
after  fome  months  confinement,  ihould  it  appear  to  the  court  that  he  was  not 
within  its  j unfair tion,  he  is  uncharged  from  jail  without  any  coinpenfation  - 
Chough  if  he  was  a  renter  under  government,  it  is  probable  that  his  tarm.  would 
be  gone  to  ruin,  or  put  into  other  hands  from  a  deficiency  of  payment ;  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  ryots  in  fuch  cafes  would  take  advantage  of  the  abfence 
of  the  renter,  to  evade  payment  ;  fo  that,  in  fact,  a  man  is  ieverely  punilhcd 
before  it  is  known  whether  he  is  amenable  to  the  court  or  not. 

The  a£t  of  feizing  a  man  of  rank,  very  much  degrade?  him  in  the  opinion 
d£  men  of  all  clailes,  and  is,  he  apprehends,  a  circumftance  which,  under 
the  Mahomedan  government,  would  never  happen,  but  upon  proof  of  great 
delinquency. 

It  is  not  uncommon  in  the  country  courts  to  give  fecurity  in  the  nature  of 
bail ;  fometimes  the  fecurity  is  peribnal,  and  fome  times  to  anfwer  for  the 
amount  of  the  damages  decreed,  or  which  may  be  decreed. 

Being  afked,  whether  fome  gentlemen,  againlt  whom  an  ac" lion  was  brought 

by  Nadarah  Begum,  did  not  prefer  bills  of  indictment  againft  her  and  Zcke- 

rah9  and  other  peribns,  witnefles  to  the  Pertian  deeds  produced  in  the  caufe  ? 

3  He 
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He  faid,  an  indictment  was  preferred  by  Mr.  Young  and  himfeif  againfl  her, 
and  thofe  whom  they  confidered  as  her  agents  in  the  forgery.  And  being 
miked,  whether  he  thought  himfeif  juftified  in  profecuting  natives  of  India, 
who  were  not  in  the  fervice  of  Europeans,  in  tne  fupreme  court  ?  he  faid, 
certainly,  in  the  prefent  cafe  ;  for  the  qurftion  with  him  was,  whether  three 
innocent  men  fhould  furTer  perpetual  imprifonment  in  the  jail  at  Calcutta  ? 
or  whether  thole  peribns  who  had  retreated  from  their  own  laws,  and  had 
chofen  the  Englifh  laws,  fliould,  as  well  as  the  benefit,  be  liable  to  the  fare- 
rity  of  it  ?  l5pon  that  ground,  he  thought  himfeif  fully  juitified  in  under- 
taking  the  profecution ;  befides  which,  he  conceived  himfeif  in  a  manner 
called  upon  by  the  chief  juftice  ;  and  begs  leave  to  refer  to  an  extract  of  his  " 
minute  in  the  civil  caufe,  delivered  in  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council 

He  laid,  the  bill  of  indictment  was  found  by  the  grand  jury,  but  after^ 
wards  quafhed  by  the  court  before  trial ;  and  that  a  petition  was  prefented 
by  Nadarah  Begum,  for  a  copy  of  the  indictment,  in  order  to  commence  an 
action  for  a  malicious  profecution  ;  which  was  neither  granted  nor  refufed  fay  . 
the  court,  though  he  particularly  requeited  a  deciiion,  as  he  was  then  about 
quitting  India. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  examination  before  your  Committee,  Richard  Bar- 
well,  Efq.  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  who  was  of  the  Council  General  of  Ben- 
gal during  the  time  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Patna  caufe,  was  aiked,  whe- , 
ther  he  remembered  any  thing  of  the  Patna  cafe  ?  He  faid,  he  certainly 
did,  it  was  a  matter  of  too  much  magnitude  to  have  efcaped  his  memory,  but 
the  particulars  of  it  he  had  not  examined,  or  read  within  this  twelvemonth* 
Being  aiked,  if  the  ultimate  deciiion  of  the  Patna  caufe,  with  all  its  eifefll 
and  conlequences,  was  pleating  and  popular  with  the  body  of  the  natives,  as 
an  a£t  of  fubftantial  and  exemplary  juilice  ?  Said,  he  did  not  believe  it  vm 
pleaSng  ;  he  had  heard  many  of  the  natives  fpeak  with  itrong  difapprobatkm 
of  the  deciiion. 

Mr.  Barwcll  being  aiked,  whether  the  cauzees,  muftees,  moulavies,  and 
pundits,  are  remarkable  for  their  corruption  and  ignorance  in  the  laws  they 
profefs  ?  Said,  the  principles  of  the  Mahomedan  doctors  he  had  heard 
qucftioned,  but  he  never  heard  them  charged  as  remarkable  for  corruption  or 
ignorance  —  the  Hindoo  law  expounders,  or  pundits,  are  a  very  extraordinary 
let  of  men  ;  they  profefs  to  hold  little  or  no  property,  and  depend  upon  the 
community  in  which  they  live  ;  and  faid,  he  believed  thefe  people  oeyond 
the  reach  of  briber)-,  and  that  they  are  rcforted  to  upon  all  occafions  when 
the  que  it  ions  of  property  are  complicated.  Being  aiked,  if  it  was  not  thought 
that  the  native  expounders  of  the  law,  whether  Mahomedans  or  Hindoos, 
were  frequently  influenced  by  Englifh  gentlemen,  to  give  fklfe  expofitions  of 
the  law  ?  Said,  that  he  had  heard  this  aiTerted,  but  in  no  inftance  in  appeals 
that  ever  came  before  the  court,  did  he  ever  deteft  the  native  expounden 
of  the  law,  whether  Mahomedans  or  Hindoos,  giving  a  falfe  expohtkn 
of  the  law  —  That  many  appeals  came  before  the  Governor  General  and 
Council.  Being  aiked,  whether  the  members  of  the  provincial  councils 
preridini^  in  the  courts  of  Adaulut,  were  fufpe&ed  of  venality*  or  any 
©ther  corruption  in  their  judgments  r  Said,  that  the  inftituton  of  the 
courts  of  Adaulut  was  calculated  to  preclude  any  improper  influence  in 
the  European  judges  ;  the  flate  of  ibeiety  in  England,  and  the  principle* 
that  direct  mankind,  he  believes  have  the  fume  weight  over  the  minus  of  men 

abroad— 
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ibroad  —  he  does  not  recollecl  any  inftances  of  corruption  in  the  judges  of  the 
courts  of  Adaulut.     Being  afked,  if  he  had  ever  heard  -any  inftancc  of  a  mem- 
ber of  a  provincial  council  felling  the  emoluments  arifing  from  the  Adaulut 
over  which  he  prefides  in  rotation  ?     Said,  that  he  did  not  know  of  any,  nor 
does  he  know  of  any  advantages  of  office  to  be  difpofed  of*     Being  afked, 
if,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  country,  he  could  fay,  whether  the  natives  have 
confidence  in  the  provincial  Adauluts  ?    Said,  he  was  of  opinion  they  had ; 
he  did  not  believe  they  wifhed  to  fubftitute  the  fupreme  court  in  the  place  of 
the  provincial  Adaulut.     Being  afked,  whether  he  thought  they  would  wifh 
that  their  appeals  fliould  lie  from  the  provincial  Adaulut  to  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral and  Council,  or  to  the  fupreme  court  r  Said,  he  believed  they  would 
prefer  it  to  be  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council ;  a  fimple  iuftitution,  and 
a  direct  and   inftantaneous   ad  mini  it  ration  of  jufticc,   determines  this  prefe- 
rence, for  it  mud  be  indifferent  to  the  natives  what  let  of  men  adminiftcr  jus- 
tice.    Being  afked,    whether  they  might  not  confider  the  fupreme  court  as 
more  impartial,  becaufc  lefs  connected  with  the  government  of  the  country, 
or  with  the  fervants  of  the  company  ?  Said,  he  believed  they  thought  the  fu- 
preme court  very  impartial ;  the  real  objection  to  the  court  arofe,  he  believes, 
From  the  difficulties  the  natives   are   fiibject  to  in   the  profecution  of  their 
claims  in  a  different  language,  and  in  the  mazes  of  the  law— they  are  all  ac- 
Cuftomed  to  plead  their  own  caufes  in  their  own  courts. 

Major  Rcnnel  being  examined  as  to  the  general  cflimation  in  which  the 
adminiftration  of  jullice  in  the  country  courts  was  held  by  the  natives ;  and 
beinj;  afked  whether  the  cauzecs  and  mutters,  and  Indian  profcifors  of  law, 
are  in  evil  repute  in  that  country  ?  He  laid,  he  docs  not  recollect  hearing 
any  thing  for  or  againft  their  characters  —  That  he  has  often  been  in  their 
company,  was  told  the  nature  of  their  office,  and  has  feen  them  treated  with 
tfefpect.  Being  afked,  whether  that  refpect  appeared  to  him  to  bo  the  effect 
of  fear  or  of  opinion  ?  He  faid,  of  opinion  —  That  the  people  of  Bengal 
treat  all  the  learned  and  religious  with  veneration  ;  a  veneration  not  eahly 
conceived  by  thofe  who  have  not  been  in  that  country*  which  would  hardly 
be  paid  to  them  if  they  were  cotifidcred  as  generally  corrupt.  Being  afkee, 
if  the  natives  were  diflatistied  with  the  courfe  of  juftice,  as  adminiftrcd  ac- 
cording to  their  own  laws  and  ufages  ?  He  faid  by  no  means  j  and  by  what 
he  has  learnt  from  them,  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  their  country  courts 
is  juft  the  fame  now  as  it  was  under  the  Mahomed  an  government  — 
That  he  believes  they  do  not  defire  a  better ;  nor  does  he  fuppofe  they  ever 
did,  becaufe  thev  are  fo  exceedingly  attached  to  their  own  manners  and  cuf- 
toms,  that  they  have  fcarce  an  idea  of  a  better  mode*  Being  afked,  whether 
they  are  not  conlidered  as  entirely  under  the  influence  of  Lnglifh  gentlemen 
Who  prcfide  in  the  provincial  courts  ?  He  faid,  they  arc  in  common  with  all 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  ;  but  that  the  people  do  not  com* 
plain  of  not  obtaining  jullice  on  account  of  the  influence  of  the  provincial 
council  over  the  cauzees  and  muftees. 

•  Your  committee  having  proceeded  to  examne  into  the  circumftances  of  an 
a&ion  brought  by  Gora  (Jhund  Dutt,  verius  William  Hofea,  and  others,  io 
Jar  M-  the  papers  before  them  enable  them  to  do  fo ;  and  perceiving  that 
this  cafe  refemblcd,  in  fome  meafure,  the  cafe  of  Nadarah  Begum  againft  Be- 
Judar  Beg,  and  others,  which  the  Committee  have  juft  reported,  but  that  the? 
judgement  of  the  fupreme  court  was  not  the  lame  in  both  cules.  They  will 
Vo*.II.  Kkk  ibt* 
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ftatc  generally  in  this  place,  that  the  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  frgainit 
Mr.  Hofea,  who  was  a  member  of  the  provincial  council  at  Muxadabad,  and 
Roy  Dularoy,  Dewan  of  that  dnrifiony  on  account  of  acts  done  in  the  exeeiH 
tion  of  a  decree  of  the  Dewannee  Adauluty  in  which  he  prcfided ;  that  the 
aftion  was  defended  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  ;  and  tha*  a  plearf 
not  guilty,  with  a  notice  of  juitification,  as  in  the  Patna  cafe,  was  ^iveninbf 
the  defendant.  And  your  Committee  think  it  proper  to  tranfcribe  in  tira 
place,  fome  words,  flared  in  the  report  of  the  Company's  attorney,  to  have 
fallen  from  the  chief  juftLe  in  that  caule,  that  the  Houfc  may  be  the  better 
enabled  to  underftand  how  far  the  circunilhnces  and  the  judgement  in  the  tw» 
caufes  correlpond  with  or  varied  from  each  other. 

Extra?}  from  the  report   of  Mr*  "North  Xtrylor9  attorney  to  th$  company  fa  fa 
caufe9  Gora  CbundDuil  agalnjl  Mr.  Hofia  and  others* 

The  chief  juftice  faid,  "  That  in  cafe  of  fuks  inftituted  before  the  pro* 
vincial  councils,  except  in  cafes  of  manifclt  corruption,  the  icuiirc  will  nut 
enter  into  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  ;"  and  he  afterwards  faid,  "  J 
do  not  think  it  the  province  of  this  court  to  enquire  into  the  irregularity  of 
the  court's  proceedings/* 

And  your  Committee,  in  purfuit  of  the  objects  referred  to  their  inquiry, 
proceeded  to  inveftigate  the  circumitances  of  a  dilpute  which  happened  11 
the  province  of  Dacca,  in  the  month  of  September,  1777;  which  they  pro' 
pofe  to  ftate  fully,  as  it  will  fumifh  an  illustration  of  the  effects  produced  by . 
the  refidence  of  an  attorney  of  the  fupreme  court  in  a  diftant  province,  and 
the  interruption  given  to  the  adminiftration  of  criminal  juftice  in  the  country 
courts  by  his  proceedings. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  city  of  Dacca  is  a  rich  and  popu- 
lous townf  and  the  capital  of  the  above-mentioned  province,  which  forms 
one  of  the  grand  provincial  divifions  of  Bengal ;  yielding  to  the  Eaft-India 
Company  an  annual  revenue  of  about  350,0001,  fterling,  and  one  of  the  moit 
flounfhing  parts  of  the  country  for  its  trade  and  valuable  manufactures.  And 
it  appears,  that  for  the  eivil  adminiitration  of  this,,  as  of  all  the  other  grand 
provincial  divifions,  and  for  the  collection  of  the  revenues  thereof,  there 
was  and  is  a  provincial  chief  aad  council,  acting  under  the  orders  of  thex Go- 
vernor General  and  Council  ?  exdufive  of  a  commercial  chiefr  whofe  duty 
was  confined  to  the  mercantile  eoncerns  of  the  Company,  and  who  was  placed 
under  the  orders  qf  the  board  ©f  trade  at  Calcutta.  That  there  was  a  court 
for  deciding  on  matters  of  property,  ftiled  the  Dewannee  Adauhit ;  in  which  I 
all  the  members  of  the  council  fat  as  judges  by  rotation,  attended  by  the  pre-  1 
vincial  dewan  (except  the  chief,  who  never  fat  in  that  court)  with  an  appeal  ' 
in  all  cafes  to  the  provincial  chief  and  council,  and  the  fums  exceeding  one 
thoufand  rupees*,  cr  about  i2oli  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council. 

That  all  revenue  caufes,  and  all  claims  to  the  inheritance  of  lands  paying 
to  the   government  an  annual  revenue  of  more  than  one  thoufand  rupees, 
and  in  particular  cafes,  fuits  upon  private  property,  were  heard  in  the  firit  m 
inftance,  by  the  provincial  council   at  large,  with  the  amiiaace  of  variow 
officers  of  the  revenue  department,  and  by  perfons  learned  in  the  Mabotoc;    ; 
Jan  or  Hindoo  laws,   as  the  claimants  might  be  of  the  one  or  the  other  reli-  j 
gion.     And  all  matters  of  criminal  jurifdidtion  Were  wilder  the  fole  cognl-  I 
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zance^of  a  court,  (tiled  the  Phoufdarry,  or  criminal  court,  confiding  of  a 
provincial  phoufdar  or  criminal  judge,  a  darogha  or  fuperintendant,  and 
various  officers  learned  in  the  Mahomedan  laws.  That  this  criminal  court 
docs  not  derive  its  authority  dire&ly  from  the  Governor  General  and  Council, 
nor  are  its  officers  directly  nominated  by  them  ;  the  court  it  felt"  is  a  remnant  of 
the  ancient  country  government,  and  its  forms,  rules,  and  modes  of  pro- 
ceedings continue  nearly  the  fame  as  they  had  been  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  Mogul  empire*  The  perfons  who  ad  in  that  court,  are  appointed 
by  the  Naib  Subah,  or  Nabob's  deputy,  and  report  their  proceedings  to  that 
fuperior  magi  Urate,  to  be  confirmed  or  reviled  as  to  him  ftiall  leem  proper, 
Without  the  known  interference  of  any  other  power,  and  without  any  re- 
markable matter  or  caufe  of  complaint  for  abufe,  or  failure  of  jufticc. 

And  on  this  footing,  criminal  juftice  continued  to  be  admimliered  untii 
the  middle  of  the  year  1777,  when  Mr.  Samuel  Peat  arrived  at  Dacca. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Peat  acted  as  au  attorney  at  law  of 
jthe  fuprcmc  court  of  judicature  ;  he  was  aifo  a  matter  extraordinary  in  that 
court,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  affidavits,  upon  which  writs  of  capias  were 
ifTucd,  and  afterwards  executed  by  him  and  his  fervants,  in  quality  of  de- 
puty fhcrifF.  For  the  particular  circumilances  of  Mr.  Peat's  arrival  at  Dacca, 
find  the  full  complaints  of  inconveniences  arifing  from  his  proceedings,  your 
1  Committee  refer  to  the  correfpondence  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council 
with  the  provincial  council  of  Dacca,  and  with  Mr.  Juftice  Hyde. 

Yonr  Committee  have  thought  it  neceflkry  to  perfix  the  foregoing  fketch  of 
the  provincial  government  ot  Dacca,  which  is  iimilar  to  that  of  the  other 
provincial  divifions  of  Bengal  ;  as  it  may  enable  the  Houfe  more  perfectly  to 
underftand  the  circumftances  of  this  diiputc,  and  various  oth^r  matters  of 
faci  which  wilj  be  fubmitted  to  their  confideration  in  this  report. 

And  your  Committee  find,  that  in  the  month  of  September  1777,  the  faid 
difpute  arofe  at  Dacca,  between  the  officers  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judica- 
ture and  the  provincial  criminal  court,  it iled  the  Phoufdarry,  in  confequence 
of  a  procefs  of  arreft  iflued  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  at  the 
fuit  of  a  perfon  cdle(J  Khyru  Pyke  (meaning  a  fervant  or  meilcngcr)  againft 
Jaggernaut,  the  dewan  or  principal  public  officer  of  the  provincial  criminal 
judge  or  Phoufdar  of  Dacca,  for  trefpals  and  falfe  imprilbninent,  in  which 
bail  of  ten  thoufand  rupees,  or  about  one  thoufand  pounds  ilerling,  were  re- 
quired. 

And  your  Committee  find,  that  the  perfon  of  the  faid  Jaggernaut  not  hav- 
ing been  fecured  by  a  native  called  Doondy,  acting  as  bailiff  upon  that  duty, 
and  his  party,  Mr.  Peat,  the  deputy  fheriff  refiding  in  that  city,  went  in 
perfon  to  the  houfe  of  Syed  Ally  Cawn,  the  provincial  phouidar,  or  cri- 
minal magiitratc,  which  he  forcibly  entered  by  breaking  down  the  gate  of 
the  houfe,  accompanied  by  a  large  number  of  attendants  ;  that  a  fray  arofe 
in  the  court  of  the  faid  houfe,  in  the  courfe  of  which  Mokurrim  Ally  Cawn, 
the  father  of  the  phoufdar,  was  wounded  on  the  head  with  a  long  fword  by 
one  of  Mr.  Peat's  attendants,  and  Meer  HofTain  Ally,  the  brother-in-law  of 
fhe  phoufdar,  was  very  dangerouily  wounded  in  the  body  by  Mr.  Peat  hiin- 
felf  with  a  piitol  fliot. 

And  your  Committee  find,  that  the  firit  intimation  of  this  disturbance  was 
Conveyed  to  the  provincial  chief  by  a  perfian  letter  from  the  provincial 
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phoufdar,  September  the  20th,  1777,  mentioning,  that  Doondy,  with  hit 
people,  had  attempted  to  feize  and  carry  away  Jaggernaut,  his  dewan  or 
pefhkar  (meaning  a  principal  iervant  of  his  court)  ;  that  he  had  informed 
Doondy,  that  the  officers  of  his  department  were  not  amenable  to  the  jurifc 
diction  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature ;  that  feeing  Doondy  called  together 
almott  fifty  people,  he  ordered  the  gate  to  be  fattened;  that  Doondy's  peo- 
ple were  attempting  to  force  the  gate,  and  throwing  bricks  into  the  houfe, 
and  had  plundered  the  palanquin  houfe ;  and  if  (which  God  forbid)  they 
fhould  force  the  gate,  the  honour  of  his  women  would  be  affected,  which  he 
held  more  valuable  than  life.  The  letter  concluded,  with  requiring  a  reafon 
for  thofe  oppreflions,  and  a  demand  for  juftice. 

And  your  Committee  find,  that  before  any  anfwer  could  be  fent  to  the 
phoufdar's  letter,  the  provincial  chief  received  a  letter  from  Mr,  Peat,  ac- 
quainting him,  that  refinance  had  been  made  to  a  proeefs  ferved  under  his 
directions  as  deputy  fheriff  upon  the  above-mentioned  Jaggernaut ;  that  he 
was  attacked  bv  a  man  with  a  fword  and  target,  and  in  his  defence  fhot  the 
man  ;  and  den  ring  fepoys  might  be  fent  to  guard  him,  or  take  him  into 
cuftody,  and  to  fecure  the  nerfon  who  had  been  arretted. 

A  letter  was  written  of  fimilar  import  to  Lieutenant  Cowe,  commanding 
officer  of  the  militia,  acquainting  him,  moreover,  that  a  neglect  to  fend  him 
(Mr.  Peat)  the  afiittance  he  required,  would  render  Lieutenant  Cowe  a  party 
in  the  refiftance. 

And  your  Committee  find,  that  the  meafures  taken  on  that  occafion  by  the 
chief,  were,  to  fend  a  furgeon  to  examine  the  wound  received,  by  Meer 
HofTiin  ;  to  ftation  a  military  guard  over  Mr.  Peat's  houfe,  as  well  to  fecure 
Him  from  moleftation,  as  to  prevent  his  efcape  in  cafe  the  man  fhould  die ; 
and  to  detach  a  reinforcement  of  militia  to  the  phoufdar,  to  keep  the  peace 
of  the  city. 

Advice  of  thefe  tranfadtions  was  immediately  fent  to  the  Governor  General 
and  Council  by  the  provincial  council ;  who  fay,  that  4<  If  Mr.  Peat  fhould 
produce  or  fend  any  of  his  Majefty's  writs  to  them,  formally  requiring  their 
affiftance,  they  certainly  fhall  confider  themfelves  as  bound  to  comply." 

And  your  Committee  find,  that  two  days  afterwards,  being  the  2 2d  of  Sep- 
tember, the  phoufdar  attended  in  perfon  at  the  meeting  of  the  provincial 
council:  to  whom  he  delivered  a  long  reprcfentation,  in  his  own  name,  on 
the  fubjec>  of  this  difturbance  ;  ftating  the  circumftances  and  progrefs  there- 
of, and  fupporting  the  fame  by  teftimonials  under  the  fignature  of  various 
perfons  who  were  prefent  at  the  time.  In  all  which  is  affirmed,  that  he 
was  fitting  in  his  dewancounah  (or  hall  of  audience)  with  feveral  of  hit 
friends,  and  the  public  officers  of  his  court,  when  Doondy,  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Peat,  attempted  to  feize  his  dewan  or  chief  fervant,  in  a  contemptuous 
and  difrefpe&ful  manner  ;  and  that  no  writ  or  warrant  was  produced  by  him, 
or  by  Mr.  Peat  himfelf,  either  before  or  after  he  had  forcibly  entered  the 
houfe.  And  the  faid  reprcfentation  of  the  phoufdar  concludes  in  the  follow* 
ing  manner ;  "  You,  gentlemen,  are  the  rollers  of  the  country ;  on  an  en- 
quiry, order  juftice.  Excepting  over  the  jfervants  of  the  company,  and  the 
Englifh,  a  warrant  has  no  authority.  What  crime  have  I  committed,  that 
tny  houfe  fhould  be  entered  and  plundered  ;T-  alfo  that  my  father,  brother, 
and  other  men,  inhabitants  of  the  city  who  had  come;  on  a  vifit,  fhould  be 
Wpunded  and  difgraced  ?     I  pray  for  juftice.^ 
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And  your  Committee  perceive,  in  the  confutations  of  the  provincial  coun* 
jril  of  Dacca,  that  on  the  fame  day  Jaggernaut  furrendcred  himfclt  to  them, 
letting  forth,  "  That  he  had  never  feen  any  wan-ant  pretended  to  be  ferved 
upon  him  ;  that  he  meant  no  difrefpect  to  the  court,  nor  any  way  to  elude 
juftice  ;  that  he  was  a  fervant  of  the  phoufdarry  court,  and  ready  to  aniwer 
in  the  courts  of  the  country  to  any  charge  that  could  be  laid  againft  him  ; 
that  he  did  not  underftand  the  rules  of  the  Englifh  court,  nor  was  under  its- 
jurifdi<5tion  ;  that  if  fecurity  was  required  for  him,  he  would  give  it;  and 
that  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  Peat's  Jemautdar  (Doondy)  towards  him,  arofe 
from  private  pique  and  refentment,"  &c.  At  the  fame  time  referring  to  a 
written  reprefentation  he  then  delivered  in. 

And  your  Committee  find,  that  this  difturbanle  caufed  a  ceflation  of  crimi- 
nal jufhee  in  the  province  of  Dacca ;  as  the  phoufdar  declared,  "  he  did  in- 
tend to  have  fat  in  public  court  on  the  21ft  ;  but  that  every  thing  now  was 
thrown  into  a  ftate  of  confufion,  and  he  could  not  think  of  going  to  prelide 
in  a  court  of  juftice,  when  he  was  not  fafe,  even  in  his  own  houfe,  from  the 
officers  of  the  Englifh  court." 

And  your  Committee  find,  that  the  provincial  council  at  this  period  wrote 
to  Mr.  Peat,  acquainting  him  of  Jaggernaut's  furrender  ;  his  denial  of  hav- 
ing feen  the  writ,  or  knowing  the  fubjeft  thereof ;  and  his  declaration,  that 
he  was  not  amenable  to  the  court's  jurifdi&ion.  The  provincial  council  here- 
upon informed  Mr.  Peat,  that  it  is  their  duty,  from  the  Nations  they  hold,  to 
take  every  ponible  meafure  for  maintaining  the  peace  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince ;  that  Jaggernaut  is  a  principal  fervant  in  the  provincial  phoufdarry 
court ;  that  the  phoufdar  has,  at  all  times,  had  a  conliderable  military  force 
at  his  command :  and  that  both  the  phoufdarry  officers  and  that  force  are  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  authority  of  the  provincial  council.  And  they 
conclude,  for  thefe  and  other  reaions  there  affigned,  with  exprefling  their 
wifh  and  rcquefr,  that  no  further  procefs  might  be  made,  nor  meafures  taken, 
until  he  and  they  could  receive  the  orders  of  their  refpe&ive  fuperiors ;  hold- 
ing themfelves  anfwerable,  during  the  interim,  to  produce  the  perfon  of 
Jaggernaut,  whenever  it  fhould  be  required. 

-  In  anfwer, ,  Mr.  Peat  acquainted  the  provincial  council,  he  had  not  the  leaf): 
doubt  that  the  legal  arreff  of  Jaggernaut,  his  contemptuous  tearing  of  the 
writ,  and  his  fubfeauent  refcue,  would  all  be  fully  and  fatisfa&orily  proved 
at  a  proper  time  and  place  ;  that  Jaggernaut  had  Seen  thought  an  objetyof 
the  jurisdiction  tof  the  fupreme  court  hy  the  judge  who  ordered  the  writ  to 
iflue  ;  and  he  could  accept  no- other  fecurity  than  the  bond  of  the  defendant, 
and  two  other  refponfibic  perfons  ;  that  it  was  .the  duty  of  the  fheriff  to  exe- 
cute the  procefs  of  the  court,  whether  fuch  procefs  be  right  or  not;  and  if 
the  defendant  is  not  in  the  Jurifdi&ion  of  the  court,  he  fhould  plead  it,  and 
not  refift  the  execution  of  the  procefs,  or  endeavour  to  efcape.  And  the 
letter  concludes  with  hoping,  that  as  the  military  force  under  the  phoufdar 
are  the  forces  of  the  Company,  the  gentlemen  of  the  board  will  think  pro- 
per to  acquaint  the  phoufdar,  that  fuch  military  force  fhould  not  be  employed 
in  refifHng  legal  authority. 

•  And  your  Committee  find,  that  after  thefe  and  other  letters  had  patted  be- 
twixt the  provincial  council  and  Mr.  Peat  (particulars  of  all  which  are  en- 
tered at  length  in  the  papers  annexed  to  this  report,  No.  8)  the  provincial 
t  '  council, 
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council,  from  motives  amgned  in  their  confutations,  refolved,  "  as  the  moft 
effectual  mode  of  prcferving  tranquillity,"  to  depute  two  members  of  their 
>©wn  board  to  attend  Mr.  Peat  in  perfon,  with  Jaggernaut.  The  refult  of 
which  interview  was,  that  Juggernaut,  after  offering  to  make  affidavit  that 
he  had  never  feen  tl\e  writ  in  queltion  (which  affidavit  Mir  Peat  refufed  to 
receive)  was  given  into  the  cuftody  of  Mr.  Peat,  and  releafed  by  him  upon 
executing  a  bail  bond,  jointly  with  the  two  members  of  the  provincial  coun- 
cil,, for  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  rupees  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  protefting  a- 
gainft,  and  denying  that  he  was  an  object  of  the  jurifdiction  of  the  fuprcmc 
court.  The  grounds  of  which  declaration  were  more  precifely  fet  forth  in  a 
written  proteft,  afterwards  ferved  upon  Mr.  Peat  by  Jaggernaut,  dated  the 
enfuing  day. 

And  your  Committee  obferve,  that  in  this  tranfa&ion  Mr.  Peat  acted  in  the 
two  fcveral  capacities  before  mentioned,  as  an  attorney  in  the  fupreme  court, 
and  fheritFs  deputy  ;  and  rhat  the  bailiff  who  went  to  feive  the  procefs  of  the 
court  upon  Jaggernaut,  was  Mr.  Peat's  fervant. 

It  likewife  appears,  that  fome  petitions  of  natives,  which  do  not  immedi- 
ately belong  to  this  head  of  enquiry,  were  written  by  perfons  held  under  con- 
finement in  Mr.  Peat's  houfe. 

And  the  bufmefs  being  brought  to  this  point,  your  Committee  find,  that 
the  provincial  council  communicated  the  whole  of  their  proceedings,  by  let- 
ter, to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  dated  September  22,  1777  ;  in 
which  they  reprefent  the  motives  of  the  conduct  they  have  obferved ;.  the  ir- 
regularity and  bad  tendency  of  Mr.  Peat's  proceedings  ;  the  hardfhip  and  dif- 
ficult fituation  of  the  phoufdarry  officers,  who  had  been  inftructea  by  their 
immediate  fuperior,  the  Naib  Subah,  that  they  were  not  liable  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  fupreme  court';  the  real  fubject  of  the  fuit  againft  Jaggernaut, 
for  acts  done  by  him  in  his  official  capacity,  as  far  as  they  were  then  able  to 
difcover  it.  And  they  conclude  with  the  following  paragraph  :  "  It  is  fitting 
we  mould  point  out  to  your  notice,  that  all  criminial  juirice  is  at  a  ftand,  and 
feems  not  likely  to  be  refumed  until  the  decifive  confequence  of  the  prefent 
idifputes  fhall  be  publicly  declared  and  known.  It  touches  to  the  very  exis- 
tence of  government  throughout  the  province,  that  the  jurifdiction  ef  the 
phoufdar,  and  his  fuperior,  the  Naib  Subah,  be  admitted  free  from  all  doubt 
or  ambiguity.  How,  otherwife,  can  it  be  fuppofed  a  phoufdar  will  perform 
any  function  of  his  office  ?  How  prefume  to  execute  a  criminal  convicted  and 
fentenced  to  death  bjr  the  ieftabhihed  laws  of  the  government  and  his  reli- 
gion, if  he  is  liable  himfelf  to'  (land  ^p  action*  of  damages  as  in  the  prefent 
fuit  againft  the  dewan,  or  to  anfwer  to  a  criminal  accufation  for  any  punifh- 
ment  he  may  inflict,  before  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  whofejudgei 
are  bound  by  their  oaths  to  judge  according  to  the  iaws  of  England  ?  Tiie  pe- 
nal fyftem  of  Mahomedan  jurifprudence  admits  of  punifhments  not  blown  to 
the  laws  of  our  own  country,  or  known  to  them  only  as  the  defcription  of 
offences  which  may  be  capitaliy  punifhed.  Paint  to  yourfelves,  gentlemen, 
the  anarchy  and  diffraction  which  may  arife  if  the  prefent  uncertainties  are 
not  effectually  removed." 

And  it  appears,  that  before  the  provincial  council  had  received  any  orders 
from  the  prendency,  Jaggernaut  left  Dacca,  and  proceeded  to  Calcutta,  that 
he  might  be  at  hand  to  receive  orders  from  his  immediate  fuperior,  the  Naib 

Subah) 
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Subah,  or  to  anfwcr  any  qucftions  the  Governor  General  and  Council  might 

have  to  aik  him. 

And  your  Committee  find,  that  whilft  thefe  meafures*  were  purfuing  at 

Dacca,. a  letter  was  written  to  Lieutenant  Cowe,  (who  in  the  application  of 
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England,  and  which  your  Committee'  judge  it  expedient  to  iniert  in  this  place, 
verbatim. 

"  Sir> 

"  By  what  I  have  heard,  I  prcfume  you  will  receive  orders  by  the  poft  to- 
night to  give  ailillancc  to  Mr.  Peat  in  arrefting  again  Juggernaut,  who  has 
been  refcued ;  and.  in  fo  doing,  it  is  lawful  to  break  open  doors,  and  he  is 
not  now  to  be  bailed,  but  mil  ft  be  fent  to  Calcutta. 

44  Mr.  Peat  informs  inc,  you  doubted  whether  the  command  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  charter,  to  give  aililtance  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  of  the  court, 
applied  to  cafes  of  civil  fuits.  It  certainly  docs,  when  fuch  ailillancc  is  ne- 
ccharv  ;  but  bei'des,  the  nature  of  the  cafe  is  now  altered,  for  the  rclcuc  is  a 
crime  in  which  Juggernaut  partakes.  If  the  man  who  is  {hot  dies,  I  have  no 
doubt  you  w  ill  give  fufficient  protection  to  Mr.  Peat,  who  in  that  cafe,  muft 
come  to  Calcutta  for  his  acquittal.  If  he  does  not  die,  and  any  body  fhould 
advife  <5r  order  you  to  bring  him  (I  mean  Mr.  Peat)  hither  againft  his  will, 
and  without  ibme  warrant  from  one  of  the  judges,  I  (only  becaufe  I  ihould  be 
very  forry  that  any  gentleman  who  meant  only  to  do  his  duty  fhould  fuffer 
any  inconvenience  from  it)  caution  you  to  beware  ;  for  the  imprifoning  an 
omcer  of  the  court  is  a  contempt,  for  which  the  puniihment  is  imprifonment, 
as  well  as  tine.  If  any  pcrfon'defiresyou  to  imprifon  Mr.  Peat,  I  (hould  ad- 
vife,  that  you  afk  a  bond  of  indemnity  in  a  large  turn,  becaufe  it  is  probable 
he  would  recover  a  very  large  turn  in  an  action. 

■  .  "  I  beg  the  favour  of  you,  for  fear  my  letters  to  him  {hould  not  be  fuf- 
fered  to  come  fate,  to  tell  Mr.  Peat,  that  I  highly  approve  his  conduct,  and 
doubt  not  he  will  receive  proper  fupport  from  the  court,  whofc  oilicer  he  is. 

"  I  doubt  not  you  will  give  him  full  protection  from  the  people  of  the  Phouf- 
darry,  becaufe,  as  a  Britifti  fubject,  I  doubt  not  you  will  pay  due  attention 
to  your  allegiance  to  the  King,  as  well  as  to  your  duty  to  the  company. 

Fort  William,  "  I  am  yours,  &c. 

Tuefday,  Sep.  23,  1777.  JOHN  HYDE." 

Upon  pcrufal  of  this-  letter,  it  appears  that  the  provincial  council  wrote  in, 
more  urgent  terms  to  Calcutta,  for  the  moll  explicit  directions  of  the  Gover- 
nor General  and  Council. 

And  that  about  this  time,  application  being  made  to  the  provincial  phouf- 
dar,  to  iflue  his  procefs  againft  perfons  who  were  reprefented  to  have  mur- 
dered, not  only  their  maftcr  (the  proprietor  of  a  trad  of  land  in  the  per- 
gunnah  of  Turraff,  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Dacca)  but  likewife  hip 
mother,  and  two  principal  fervants,  the  faid  phoufdar  declined  to  iflue  any 
procefs  whatfoevcr,  or  to  dilcharge  the  functions  of  his  office  ;  aligning  his 
reafons  for  thus  fufpending  the  courfe  of  juftice,  in  a  letter  to  the*  provincial 
chief.      Tranflation  of  which  is  entered  in  the  Dacca  appendix. 

And  with  regard  to  the  particular"  grounds  of  the  iuit  againft  Jaggernaut 
in  the  fuprcme  court  of  judicature,  for  which  bail  was  demanded  of  about 

one 
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one  thoufand  pounds,  it  appears,  that  Jaggfernaut  himfelf,  at  the  time  the 
difpute  firft  arofe,  offered  to  fwear,  that  he  was  ignorant  what  was  the  fubjeft 
of  the  complaint,  Mr.  Peat  informed  the  provincial  council,  only,  that  it 
was  '*  not  for  debt,  but  for  an  enormous  perfonal  wrong."  The  abftraft 
taken  from  Mr*  Peat's  note-book,  flates  it  to  be  "  for  trefpafs  and  falfe  im- 
priibnment ;"  and  the  provincial  council,  in  their  letter  of  September  22, 
1777,  above  referred  to  in  No.  8,  fay,  **  that  according  to  the  lights  they 
had  been  able  to  obtain,  Khyru,  the  complainant  in  the  fupreme  court,  had 
been  arretted  by  the  phoufdarry  court  for  fome  mifdemeanor,  and  upon  regu- 
lar conviclion  and  decree  of  that  court,  was  confined,  and  obliged  to  make 
reftitution  :"  that  after  that,  Khyrft  had  been  fent  prifoner  to  the  Naib  Su* 
bah',  "  to  anfwer  to  fome  complaint  exhibited  at  his  tribunal  f*  and  that  Jag- 
gernaut had  fome  time  before  given  this  information  to  .Mr.  Peat,  in  anfwer 
to  a  letter  he  had  written,  as  attorney  at  law,  demanding  Xhyru's  releafe. 

Your  Committee  now  proceed  to  ftate  what  appears  to  have  been  the  mea- 
fures  taken  in  this  bulinefs  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council*  On  the  23d 
of  September,  1777,  the  .Governor  General  having  received  information  from 
the  fheriff,  Mr.  Wodfworth,  u  That  Jaggernaut  Dewan  had,  with  an  armed 
force,  been  refcued  from  the  officers  at  Dacca,  and  that  his  deputy,  Mr* 
Peat,  had  been  threatened  with  an  armed  force  to  attack  him  in  his  houfe, 
and  that  he  therefore,  by  virtue  of  his  Majefty's  charter,  defired  the  affiftance 
and  protection  of  the  company's  military  forces  ";  a  confutation  was  held 
upon  that  letter,  and  the  firft  advices  received  from  Dacca  5  the  company's 
standing  council  was  confulted  (the  advocate  general  not  being  then  arrived) 
and  a  letter  was  difpatched  to  the  provincial  council,  very  much  approving 
the  fteps  they  had  taken,  and  directing  them  to  offer  the  fherifFs  officer*  every 
alfiftance  he  might  reauire  to  execute  the  warrant  upon  Jaggernaut,  to  con- 
tinue the  guard  upon  Mr.  Peat's  houfe,  to  fend  him  down  under  a  guard,  in 
cafe  the  wounded  man  fhould  die,  together  with  all  other  perfons  concerned 
in  the  fray ;  and  to  take  the  depofitions  in  writing  of  all  fuch  as  could  give 
any  information  upon  the  fubjec*t. 

And  it  appears,  that  on  the  receipt  of  the  Dacca  letter  before  mentioned, 
appendix,  No.  8.  the. Governor  General  and  Council  further  wrote  to  the  pro* 
vincial  council,  that  they  much  commended  the  prudence  and  difcrerioa 
which  they  had  fhewn  in  all  their  proceedings,  refpecting  the  late  unfortunate 
difturbances  created  by  Mr*  Peat ;  approved  of  their  having  become  bail  for 
Jaggernaut  and  directed  them  to  recommend  to  the  officers  of  the  phouf- 
darry court,  in  cafe  any  writs  or  warrants  fhould  be  hTued  againft  them  in  fu- 
ture, to  fubmit  to  them  without  refiftarice,  and  give  intimation  thereof  to  the 
prefidency,  that  the  company's  council  might  plead  to  the  jurifdidtion.  And 
a  letter  of  like  import  was  written  at  the  fame  time  to  the  Naib  Subah,  that 
his  orders  might  be  fent  to  the  officers  of  the  phoufdarry,  who  were  under 
his  authority. 

It  appears,  alfo  that  the  Governor  General  and  Council  took  the  opinions  of 
the  company's  council,  upon  the  feveral  papers  tranfmhted  from  Dacca,  with 
regard  to  the  legality  of  Mr.  Peat's  proceedings  ;  and  in  the  interim  directed 
the  provincial  council  to  recommend,  in  the  moft  earneft  manner,  to  the 
phoufdar;  to  enter  upon  his  office,  and  exercife  the  functions  thereof,  as  the 
peace  of  the  country  would  be  greatly  endangered  by  a  fufpenfiott  of  it* 
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And  it  appears,  That  the  Dacca  phoufdar,  upon  being  apprifed  of  his 
fentiments  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  and  having  received  in- 
■fh-uclioRS  from  the  Naib  Subah,  confented  to  difcharge  the  bufincfs  of  his 
office  in  cafes  where  the  peace  of  the  country  might  require  it  ;  but  obferved, 
that  "  until  the  difpute  againrt  men  in  office  fhould  be  fettled,  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  go  through  the  bufinefs  with  fatisfaftion."  He  irates  the  va- 
rious ccnlidcrations  which  renders  it  difficult  and  hazardous  for  him  to  proceed 
hi  executing  the  duties  of  his  ilation  as  the  criminal  m^i  Hi  ate,  if  he  fhould 
be  liable  to  have  proceilcs  iflTued  againft  him  from  the  fupreme  court  oi  judi- 
cature, and  to  make  a  defence  in  that  court  on  every  decillon  he  might  pafs, 
in  which  one  party  mull  ncceflarily  be  dhTatisficd. 

And  *he  .provincial  council,  in  conformity  to  inftru&ions  from  the  Gover- 
nor General  and  Council,  proceeded  to  take  the  depositions  upon  oath  of  the 
two  wounded  perfons,  and  of  ten  others  who  had  been  preient  at  different 
periods  of  the  fray  ;  enquiring  very  particularly  into  all  the  circumftances" 
thereof;  and  on  tranfmitting  thofe  depofitions  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Oounci!,  make  this  obfervation,  "  Without  having  heard  all  the  evidence 
which  may  be  brought  by  every  party,  it  is  certain,  that  no  decifive  judgment 
can  be  formed  ;  but  we  arc  at  lcall  juftificd  in  remarking,  that  from  all  the* 
depofitions  we  have  taken  in  purfuance  of  your  orders,  with  a  minutenefs  of 
enquiry  which  might  load  to  an  impartial  difcovery  of  truth,  there  arifes  not 
the  fmallelt  ground  of  belief  that  any  writ  of  the  fupreme  court  was  pro- . 
duced,  much  lefs  that  it  was  torn  and  treated  with  contempt  by  Jaggernaut, 
or  any  other  fervant  of  the  phoufdarry."  And  Mr,  Peat  having  applied  to 
the  provincial  chief  on  the  lit  of  Odobcr,  1777,  to  remove  the  guard  from 
his  hemic,  as  the  pcrfon  he  had  (hot  was  neither  dead  nor  likely  to  die  ;  ob- 
fer ring  in  his  letter,  that  the  putting  any  rellraint  upon  his  pcrfonal  li- 
berty without  his  confent,  would  be  a  contempt  of  the  fupreme  court,  befides 
a  private  injury,  for  which  he  would  be  entitled  to  rcdrefs.  The  chief  ac- 
quainted, in  anfwer,  that  the  laft  report  of  the  furgeon  was  unfavourable  ; 
but  that  lie  had  directed  both  the  furgeons  to  attend  him  the  enfuing  day,  and 
fhould  be  happy  if  their  report  might  be  fuch  as  to  jnllifv  him  in  removing 
the  guard  ;  if  not,  he  lhould  refer  the  matter  to  Mr.  Jufhcc  Chambers,  who 
was  then  paifing  through  the  town. 

Aiid  it  appears,  that  Mr.  juiHce  Chambers  declined  interfering  in  the  bu- 
ftnefe.  But  the  next  day  the  provincial  council  finding  a  probability  of  Mcer 
Hoilain's  recovery,  removed  the  guard  from  Mr.  Peat's  houfe  ;  and  as  Meer 
HofTain,  who  had  been  fhot  by  Mr.  Peat,  did  not  die  of  the  wound, 'the  Go- 
vernor General  and  Council  ordered  the  provincial  chief  and  council  tofufpend 
the  execution  of  their  orders  for  fending  the  witneiles  to  Calcutta^;  leaving  it 
to  him  alone,  or  the  other  futlcrers  in  the  late  fray,  to  fevk  redrefs  from  the 
fupreme  court  for  any  injuries  they  might  have  fullered.  What  rcdrefs  was 
ever  obtained,  or  what  mode  was  purfued  to  obtain  any,  after  it  was  left  to 
the  parties  to  purfue  their  own  meafures,  does  not  appear  from  any  public  re- 
cords in  pcfidfion  of  your  Committee,  or  from  other  lufticicnt  evidence. 
They  precclve  only,  from  an  entry  in  the  general  accounts  of  loiFes  and  ex- 
pences,  itatcd  to  have  arifen  to  the  company  from  the  proceedings  of  the  fu- 
preme court  of  judicature  lince  its  firft  inftiuition,  that  the  fuin  of  5,273 
current  rupees  had  been  paid  to  Syed  Ally  Caw  11,    the  phoufdar,  and  200 
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.'  i»  ......   iiukirfg  about  550 1.  for  cspcnccs  incurred  by 

1., 

■  .-.•j.lTcc  ro  mention,  that  in  all  the  materials  laid  before 

"•*-  .  ..iii^uiiy,  or  in  the  papers  tranfmitted  by  the  judges 

1  {  ■■■L-;ii\  01  f:ate,  and  referred  by  the  houte  to  this  Committee, 

."■  *v;»rc[cntation  or  remarks  from  all  or  any  one  of  them, 

■ ,  ■    .       ■  .!:'pute  above  related, 

*  ,-    C^.ohcr  of  the  fame  year,  your  Committee  perceive  there 
:....  o.i    nude  to  the  provincial   council   of  Dacca,    by  Mirza 

'•       *  .^ha  cr  fuperintendant  of  the  phoufdarry  court,  on  the  oc- 

1  ,     x.-.s*   i'crved  upon  him  from  the  fupreme  court,  to  nnfwer  to  a 

.:   !:  and  falfc  impriibnment  at  the  fuit  of  Francis  Ford,  a  Taylor; 

.  :     l>\  :\at   was  attorney.     In  this  reprcfentation  he  urges  the  diffi- 

.!,. charging  the  function*  of  his  office,  if  he,   "  who   is  appointed  to 

.     ■..-  .i>..  es  and  wrong?,  is  to  give  anfwer  to  the  fummonfes  and  warrant* 

».   ::'  l:v  offenders  in  the  Englilh court,  with  which  he  is  unacquainted." 

v  i\  r  Committee  thought  it  expedient  to  take  notice  of  this  repreientation, 

0*1  iwount  of  anv  important  circumftances  in  the  cafe  itfelf,   but  as  an  in- 

.'iciit,  which   fuggeits  queltions  of  magnitude  to  be  decided  by  the  wifdom 

.•:   p.u! lament,  in  any  judicial  regulations  to  be  hereafter  formed  for  the  tcr- 

liiu.hil  aco,ui  fit  ions  in  Bengal. 

!■".},  Whether  B'.itlih  fubjecte  of  any  rank  whatfoever,  refieiing  in  the  in- 
tc.ior  p.irts  of  the  country,  at  a  di fiance  from  his  mn  jetty's  charter  courts, 
Jlull  in  any  re i peel  bj  amenable  before  the  native  magistrates  of  police  and 
crl'.ninal  jurifdicHon  r 

Secondly,  Whether  the  native  magi  it  rite-  of  police  and  criminal  jurifdic- 
tijn  tlull,  as  fuel  1,  be  liable  to  the  juriiUictioii  of  a!iy  court  of  Engiifh  law, 
v*i  what  \>:  irciples,   and  to  what  extent  r 

liaving  cniwn  from  the  public  records  of  the  compnnv,  the  foregoing 
iiaiT.;:ive  oc"  the  interruption  oce:;  tinned  to  the  aim:  r.  iteration  of  criminal 
"v.r.iice  by  the  proceedings  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  and  their 
vs-nili.sial  otlicer,  Mr.  Teat,  your  Committee,  referring  the  other  articles  of 
couip'.ahu  «i;.i:r.f:  Mr.  Peat  to  the  head  of  revenue  jurisdiction  cxercifed  bv 
the  Oo:r;\r.v.*s  Servants  or  native?,  p:c:eeJ  to  fub;»»:n  to  thi:?  lurrative  fuch 
tmihi-:*  i-ivr-natlon  as  they  have  been  aMe  to  procure  from  verbal  teitimonv, 
kUii;  io  the  difpute  with  the  criminal  country  court,  audits  incidental 
t.iieUM».i.«:*.ee>. 

An.i  C\\  ::\:y  e\ar.v.:v:d  Charles  Wil/.-im  Bovgh:?n  Roufe,  F.fq.  a  member 
t»i  \o»i  v.\vr,'\*.;;r.e.  w:*o  i:i:ev:v.ci  them,  th.\:  he  had  bee-n  employed  at 
P.i.v.i  \\\  the  S:.'.t:on  of  ;o-ov:::cial  chief;  ane.  i.v.u  he  v. is  in  chat  orhee  at  the 
l:.)K  the  j.oee.s  of  the  ;\:rre:nc  coy.-:  vea.-  ::i:.::d  ag.:.::i::  Jaggemaut,  the 
iUw.it*.  e*.  p  vvhv.l  -v  hl:e  orneer  or  the  provincial  criminal  magistrate  or 
|0\i»uio'.n .  l"h.;:  :>,:.;  ■,..v:r  e...d.  to  h;»  k::o".e*edg:\  beer,  anv  public  notiS* 
t.tiutu  i.»  the  . ■  :i.  i -N  v'f  ;:..:  eo\ ::.  that  the}  were  r.:r.e::jble,  i::  that  capacitv, 
to  iiu-  um.  .  ;,  *n  *•:  1  he  :V;e:cn:e  eeu:t.  be:.*-?  th.:t  -v>eefi  was  Served;  that 
1  h .  s  u  % » ■  i  \  e , .  ■.  h  .*  i  ■  o i\ :. e :  s  : . : :  ■"'.  :\*.  -.  r. .  r  ".y  :  r o :".  o *  .ho  :r.  e  e.  Re  z  a  C  a-.v •: ,  the  Xaib 
S.-.Sd^  o.  \  ,oob\  ,:;.»;::;.,  w  r.o  .*.-:::::.i  :.-..::■  :::-:v? :::::*::=:  to  kim  the  provin- 
^■»L'ii  .  ':■  ..  i.».i:,  ie.  .1  *,e  .  —  .^:".::^.. '.  v  :.  e  O  ■.  :.:?r  G^r.er.il  and  Council, 
\u  S.  j'.vu*'  ;;;  ya.te:  ;e.e  i.  .y  :_..  h^je^.-u     ;j  ihe  provincial  council, 

it 
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it  was  dire&ed,  that  in  cafe  of  proceffes  ferved  from  the  fupreme  court  upon 
officers  of  the  phoufdarry  court,  notice  fhould  be  given  to  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral and  Council,  that  the  company's  attorney  might  piead  to  the  jurildic- 
tion.  And  being  further  alked,  Whether  there  was  any  letter  from  $he  Go* 
yernor  General  and  Council,  previous  to  the  procefs  againft  Jaggernaut,  order- 
ing or  authorizing  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  to  write  a  letter  to  the  phoufdar*  in- 
forming him,  that  neither  he  nor  the  officers  of  his  court  were  liable  to  the; 
jurifdi&ion  of  the  fupreme  court?  he  informed  your  Committee,  that  m> 
fuch  communication  wa9  made  to  the  Dacca  council  ;  that  he  does  not  know* 
what  communication  or  infhu£tion  there  might  have  been  from  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  to  the  Naib  Subah  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn  ;  but  he  re- 
members the  provincial  phoufdar  (hewed  him  a  Perlian  paper  of  friilruAians 
from  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  which  he  read,  informing  him,  that  no  war- 
rants could  operate  upon  the  officers  of  the  Nizamut  (which  your  Committee 
underftand  to  be  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Nabob,  under  whom  the  phoufdarry 
courts  were  placed  by  the  conftitudon  of  the  Mogul  empire).  And  being 
alked,  Whether  the  officers  a&ing  in  the  phoufdarry  court  were  confidered 
as  acting  under  or  authorized  by  the  Company  ?  he  laid  they  were  confider- 
ed throughout  the  country  as  a  part  of  that  fyftcm  of  judicature  eftabliflicd 
by  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  who  a£tcd  as  the  fovereign  power  of  the 
Country ;  and  as  to  their  appointment,  he  was  furc  that  the  choice  of.  mca 
was  not  made  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  nor  by  any  perfon  of  in- 
fluence at  Dacca ;  that  they  certainly  did  not  underfhmd  themfelves,  nor 
were  confidered  by  others,  as  fubject  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  fupreme  court 9 
or  refponfible  to  it  for  their  conduct  in  office ;  and  the  ground  upon  which, 
he.  formed  that  opinion  was,  becairfe  he  did  not  recoiled,  that  any  judgment 
had  been  given  in  the  fupreme  court,  declarative  of  fuch  jutiilliction  ;  be- 
caufe  the  inftru6tions  from  their  immediate  fuperior  told  them,  they  were  not 
fubjeft  to  it ;  and  becauie  the  proceedings  of  their  court  were  not  liable  to 
any  controul  of  the  company's  fervants  ;  and  moreover,  it  was  a  branch  o£ 
gdvernment,  feparate  from  that  of  the  Dewannee,  the  title  by  which  the  Com-* 
pany  hold  their  territorial  acquititions.  That,  from  his  knowledge  of  thcr 
country,  he  does  not  think  it  would  be  of  advantage,  but  rather  of  detri- 
ment, to  the  native  inhabitants,  that  this  criminal  court  ihould  be  made  re*- 
-  fponfibie  for  its  proceedings  to  the  fupreme  court  at  Calcutta,  On  actions 
brought  by  pcrfons  who  (hould  conceive  themfelves  injured  by  its  proceedings 
or  decifions.  And  being  then  alked,  whether  he  did  not  think  that  fome  kincfc 
of  fuperintendence,  under  proper  rellridHons,  might  be  advantageous  tothes 
country  ?  he*'  faid,  he  thought  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  give  to  an  Engliftl 
court  of  law,  any  mode  of  controul  or  fuperintendence  over  a  body  of  judges, 
who  muft  decide  upon  all  matters  of  perfonal  injury  by  a  fy ftcm  of  laws  fo 
totally  diffimilar. 

And  as  feveral  fugge (lions  had  been  made,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  (lr- 
preme  court,  againft  the  character  and  ability  of  the  native  judges  and  men 
of  the  law,  the  witnefs  being  alked,  whether  the  officers  of  that  court  of 
phoufdarry,  and  the  expounders  of  the  law,  were  not  notorious  for  their  cor- 
ruption, ignorance,  and  incapacity  ?  informed  your  Committee,  that  Syed 
Ally  Cawn,  the  principal  magiftrate,  is  a  man  or  birth,  education,  and  of  o. 
high  principal  ot  honour— *  That  he  believes  the  other  officers  in  general,  anj 
tt'ell  veiled  in  the  law  they  profefs ;   and  in  fome  decifions  which  came  to  his 
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knowledge,  he  has  found  a  candour  and  independence  which  would  have  done 
.  honour  to  any  magi  f:  racy.     And  being  alked,  whether  they  s*:re  not  noto- 
.  rioufly  under  the  influence  of  the  Engihh  chief  and  council  of  their  refpec- 
.  tive  dictrict:,    not  darir.g  to  decide  any  point  soainft  their  inclinations  ?    be 
.  faid,   that  he  has  not  known  any  particular  cafe,  nor  heard  of  anv  cafe,  in 
which  they  were  fo,  whine  he  wa?  cnief  at  Dacca  —  That  the  provincial  phouf- 
dar  frequently  ccniultcd  with  him   i?pou  matters  of  confequence,.  more  cfpe- 
cially  in  proccfTes  to  b^  ferved  by  him,  which  more  immediately  might  afi'e& 
the  peace  of  the  country,  or  the  collection  of  the  revenue ;  but  in  the  ordi- 
nary decifions  of  his  court  he  (the  chief)  did  never  cxcriite  the  fmaiielt  in- 
terference or  controjl;   nor  does  he  think  the  judges   thereof  would  qnictly 
have  fubmitted,    it*  he  had   attempted  it  :  this  information  he  means  to  apply 
to  the  ftate  in  which  the  phoufdarry  department  has  been,  fince  it  was  placeS 
under  the  direction  of  the  Naib  Subah  —  That  he  has  not  known  of  any  noto- 
rious inftances  of  partiality  and  denial  of  juftice  in  that  court,  where  the  Su- 
bah,  or  any  of  his  family  or  officers,    or  thofc  of  Engliih  gentlemen*  were 
concerned  —  That  in  fomc  cafes  he  thinks  that  influence  might  operate,  but 
as  the  prefent  fyftem  of  government  eftablifhes  various  checks  and  modes  of 
.  application  for  redrefs,  he  does  not  think  it  could  operate  materially  to  the 
prevention  of  juftice. 

And  your  Committee  having  obferved,  in  a  printed  pamphlet  purporting 
to  be  letters  from  Mr.  Peat,  that  a  crime  of  an  important  nature  had  not  been 
properly  enquired  into  and  punHhed ;  the  witneis  was  afked,  whether  he  has 
not  heard,  mat  a  man  named  Khyroo,  profecuting  in  that  court  for  a  rape 
committed  upon  his  wife,  was  not  only  denied  juftice,  but  fuffered  much  "op- 
.preffijn  for  having  made  fuch  complaint  r  He  replied,  that  he  never  did  hear 
it,  nor  was  the   name  of  Khyroo  known   to  him,  till  he  took  pains  to  make 
enquiry  concerning  him,  after  the  fray  had  happened  between  the  officers  of 
tKe  fupreme  court  and  thofe  of  the  phoufdarry  ;    the  refult  of  which  was 
communicated  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  in  the  letter  written  to 
them  on  that  occaflon.     The  witneis  added,  that  he  never  did  hear  the  fraal- 
lcit  intimation  concerning  any  injuftice  done  to  Khyroo,  ,nor  of  its  making  a 
great  noife  in  the  city  of  Dacca,   or  caufing  difcontent  amonglt  the  inhabi- 
tants :  and  had  there  been  any  great  act  of  injuuice  committed  by  the  Phouf- 
darry officers,  he  is  fure  he  fnould  have  heard  of  it,  as  there  cannot  be  a  race 
of  men  upon   earth  more  litigious   and  clamorous  than   the    inhabitants  of 
Dacca ;  whom  he  has  found  always  ready  to  renew  their  complaints  after  re- 
gular decifions  had  been  palled  in  a  court  of  juirice  —  That  the  general  temper 
of  the  people  did  not  appear  to  him  at  all  averLc  to  the  countrv  courts,  u 
now  eftablilbed  in  the  province,  but  that  the  operation  of  the  fupreme  court 
certainly  excitM  much  difcontent.  there.     And  being  afked,  whether  the  rcfi- 
dence  of   Mr.  Peat  there,  as  an  officer  of  the  fupreme  court,  ana  an  attorney 
.  at  hw,  did  not  give  a  general  latisfuction  to  the  inhabitants  of  Dacca,  as  fur- 
•  niihing  the  means   of    fcrecning    them  from   the  oppreffion  of  the  country 
courts  }  He  faid,  he  wns  abient  from  Dacca  when  Mr.  Peat  arrived  ;  but  un- 
derftood,  on  hU  return,  he  hr.J  been  received  with'  great  marks  of  refpect  and 
fear — Th.'.t  the  common  peopie  of  that  country  would  be  plealed  to  re  fort  to 
any  new  power,  which  would  gratify  their  litigious  fpirit ;  but  the  refpecfctblc 
part  of  the  community  fuitered  much  difquiet.     And  being  aiked,  whether 
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this  fatisfa&ion  of  the  lower  order,  and  the  drfpleafure  of  the  higher,  had 
not  arifen  particularly  from  the  oppreffions  which  have  been  ufually  exercifed 
by  the  higher  upon  the  lower  orders  ?  he  anfwercd  in  the  negative  ;  and  faid, 
that  if  government  itfelf,  or  its  agents  do  not  fet  the  example  of  oppreffion, 
he  does  not  think  the  higher  orders  more  difpofed'to  opprefs  their  inferiors 
than  they  are  in  other  countries  ;  that  the  moft  fubftantial  inhabitants  of 
Dacca  are^zemindars,  brokers  who  engage  for  the  manufacture  and  purchafe 
of  cloths,  and  bankers,  of  whom  many  are  concerned  in  the  buiinel's  of  re- 
venue :  and '  over  all  thofe,  the  exerciie  of  Englifh  law  would  be  peculiarly 
obnoxious  ;  becaufe  they  have  always,  from  the  cuftom  of  the  country  go- 
vernment, exercifed  a  power  over  their  inferiors,  which,  if  brought  to  trial 
in  an  Englifh  court,  would  fubjedt  them  to  fever©  proceffes,  and  heavy  da- 
mages —  That  the  people  of  that  country,  accuftomed  to  an  arbitrary* autho- 
rity and  fummary  procefs,  naturally  judged  of  Mr.  Peat,  and  the  nature  of 
his  employments,  from  the  power  which  they  faw  proceed  from  him,  in  re- 
ceiving complaints,  iffiiing  proceffes  of  arrelt,  and  perfonal  imprifonment ; 
and  all  thefe  avowedly  independent  of  that  authority  they  had  been  u fed  to 
refpe&.  In  feveral  of  the  Perfian  petitions  delivered  to  him  (as  provincial 
chief )  Mr.  Peat  was  filled  the  Naif),  or  deputy  of  the  fuprcne  court  ;  and 
the  term  of  Cutcherry  was  applied  to  his  houfe,  as  it  would  be  to  the  houie 
of  one  exerciiing  authority  —  That  he  cannot  fpeak  with  certainty  whether 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  were  confulted  by  the  judges,  before  Mr. 
Peat  went  to  refide  at  Dacca  ;  but  he  remembers  hearing,  that  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  had  objected  againfl  any  Europeans  going  into  the  pro- 
vinces without  their  permiiLon,  conformable  to  the  cftablifhed  rules  ;  but  that 
the  judges  aifertcd  their  right  to  fend  attornies  into  any  parts  where  their  ju- " 
rifdidtion  extended  —  He  faid,  that  the  feizure  of  Jaggcrnauc,  whilft  he  was 
acting  as  a  public  officer  of  the  phoufdarry  court,  Lad  produced  the  greatcfr. 
confirmation  imaginable  j  that  it  was  conndered  in  general  as  a  very  -violent 
and  irregular  proceeding,  and  fubverfive  of  the  old  cftablifhed  government ; 
and  the  infult  offered  to  the  firft  magiftrate  was  cfteemed  fo  great,  that  the 
quiet  fubmiflion  of  him  and  his  people  was  rather  a  matter  of  furprize  ;  and 
in  its  effects,  it  entirely  put  a  ltop  to  criminal  juftice,  as  no  man  thought  him- 
felf  fafe  in  exercifing  any  judicial  authority.  And  being  further  afked,  whe- 
ther he  is  not  of  opinion,  that  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  fupremc  court,  if  li- 
mited to  the  European  fcrvants  of  the  company,  and  their  a&ual  agents  and 
perfons  employed  by  them,  would  be  greatly  beneficial  to  the  country  ?  He 
faid,  he  thought  it  abfolutely  ncccfTary  that  there  fliould  be  fome  court  vefced 
with  confiderable  powers  to  exercifc  jurifdidtion  over  Europeans  ;  but  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  very  delicate  confideration,  how  to  render  the  natives  employ- 
ed by  Europeans,  Dy  the  company,  amenable  to  an  Englifh  court  of  law. 

And  the  witnefs  being  further  examined,  as  to  the  circumftances  of  Mr. 
Peat's  arrival  at  Dacca,  and  practice  there,  informed  your  Committee,  that  he 
has  not  often  feen  Mr.  Peat;  that  he  firft  faw  him  as  clerk  to  Mr.  JufKce 
Hyde,  and-fhould  guefs  him  to  be  about  twenty  years  of  age  when  he  arrived 
at  Dacca ;  that  he  was  received  with  great  diltindtion  on  his  arrival,  many 
perfons  having  gone  to  the  boundaries  of  the  province  to  meet  him,  and 
vifits  having  been  paid  to  him  by  the  natives,  and  particularly  by  the  grand- 
fons  of  the  Nabob  JefTarut  Gawn,  forrnerly  governor  of  the  Dacca  province 
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under  Jaffier  Ally  Cawn  ;  all  which  compliments  are  not  ufually  paid  to  any 
but  the  chief  of  the  council  who  prefided  over  that  province  —  That  he  has 
always  heard  Mr.  Peat  did  not  underfland  the  country  language,  and  is  inclined 
to  believe  it,  becaufc  he  employed  a  clerk  to  interpret  when  Jaggernautwaa 
fent  to  him  with  two  members  of  the  council. 

And  your  committee  thinking  it  right  to  enquire  into  the  age  and  capacity 
of  the  Company's  fervants  who  prefided  in  rotation  in  the  Dcwannce  Adau- 
lut, or  provincial  court  of  civil  jurifdiction,  was  informed  by  the  witnefs, 
that  have  held  no  other  ftation  at  Dacca  than  that  of  provincial  chief,  he 
never  did  prefide  in  the-  Dewannee  Adaulut  there  ;  that  the  othe-r  gentlemen 
of  the  Dacca  council,  as  well  as  himfelf,  were  rather  of  lower  {landing  in  the 
fervice  than  the  members  of  the  other  councils ;  but  in  general  thofe  of  Dac- 
ca were  from  feven  to  ten  years  ftanding  when  firft  appointed  —  That  he  had 
held  the  ftation  near  three  years  before  Mr.  Peat's  arrival ;  that  of  thole  who 
.prefided  by  rotation,  he  fcarcely  remembers  an  inftance  of  any  gentleman 
who  did  not  underftand  the  common  country  language  fuificiently  to  take  an 
evidence,  and  fome  were  able  to  read  the  Pcrfian  ;  but  before  he  left  the 
country,  the  plan  of  prefiding  by  rotation  at  Dacca  was  altered,  and  the  n> 
perintendency  of  the  Adaulut  was  conferred  upon  Mr.  Evelyn,  a  gentleman 
who  from  his  knowledge  of  the  country  languages,  and  general  experience, 
was  perfectly  well  qualified  to  conduct  that  bulinefs. 

And  ,  it .  having  been  charged  in  certain  printed  papers,  purporting  to  be 
letters  from  Mr.  Peat,  that  during  the  period  above  mentioned,  juftice  had 
been  frequently  and  notorioufly  fet  up  to  fale,  to  both  the  litigant  parries  in  a 
fuit,  and  the  profits  of  fuch  unjufhriable  tranfactions  actually  farmed  out; 
your  Committee  examined  into  Mr.  Rous's  knowledge  of  the  fame — He  re- 
plied, that  he  not  only  does  not  know  of  any  fuch  practice  having  exiiled 
during  the  whole  time  he  held  the  chieflhip  of  Dacca,  but  on  his  confcicnce 
believes,  that  fuch  a  fuppoiition  is  totally  falfc.  Had  there  exifted  fuch  a 
practice,  he  thinks  it  muft  necefTarily  have  come  to  his  knowledge,  and  molt 
probably  would  have  been  ftated  in  the  petitions  of  appeal,  of  which  many 
are  recorded  in  the  .Dacca  confutations,  without  the  fuppreflion  of  any  cir- 
cumftances  contained  in  them. 

And  Mr.  William  Hicky,  who  had  practifed  as  an  attorney  in  the  fupreme 
court,  being  alfo  examined,  informed  your  Committee,  that  he  was  acquaint- 
ed with  Mr.  Peat ;  that  he  firft  knew  him  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  to  Mr. 
Juftice  Hyde  ;  and  although  Mr.  Peat  was  practifing  as  an  attorney  at  Dac- 
ca, his  bills,  as  judge's  clerk,  were  regularly  delivered  to  the  different  attornies 
at  Calcutta  —  That  he  fuppofes  him  to  have  been  about  twenty -one  years  of 
age,  and  he  had  been  then  three  years  in  the  count ry  ;  but  his  partner,  Mr. 
Wroughton,  was  not  above  lixteen  at  the  time  of  his  admiilion  as  an  attorney 
of  the  fupreme  court. 

And  your  Committee,  in  their  farther  enquiry  into. the  proceedings  on  the 
affair  at  Dacca,  examined  Captain  John  Covve,  who  informed  them,  that  he 
had  fcrved  about  twelve  years  in  the  military  line  in  Bengal,  and  that  he  was 
{rationed  at  Dacca  in  the  year  1777  —  That  he  knew  Mr.  Peat,  who  refided  at 
Dacca,  and  acted  as  attorney  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  deputy  fheriff  —  That 
he  received  orders  from  the  chief  and  the  provincial  council  at  Dacca,  to  put 
a  guard  over  Mr.  Peat,  which  he  obeyed -,  and  the  reafons  he  alligned  for  that 

ineafure, 


A.1781.  DEBATES.  •  447 

meafure,  were,  from  Mr.  Peat's  having  (hot  a  man  whofe  life  was  defpaired 
of  by  the  public  furgeons.  And  being  alked,  whether  he  received  at  that 
time  a  letter  from  any  of  the  judges  of  the  fuprcme  court,  concerning  Mr. 
Peat  and  his  confinement  ?  he  laid,  he  did  receive  one  from  'Mr.  Juftice 
Hyde.  Then  the  witnefs  being  Ihcwn  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Juftice 
Hyde  to  him,  dated  at  Fort  William  the  23d  or  September,  1777,  printed  in 
a  book  called  "  Obfervations  upon  the  Adminiftration  of  Juihce  in  Bengal, 
&c."  and  hcrtin-before  fet  forth,  he  faid,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  a  true  copy 
of  Mr.   Juftice  Hyde's  letter  to  him. 

And  the  witnefs  informed  your  Committee,  that  he  was  at  Dacca  when  Mr. 
Peat  arrived  there  ;  upon  which  ocean" on  he  was  attended  by  feveral  of  the 
principal  people  of  the  city,  who  waited  upon  him  at  his  landing,  and  accom- 
panied him  to  his  houic —  That  he  believes  ilmilar  diftinctions  arc  never  paid 
to  any  member  of  the  provincial  council,  but  only  to  the  chief —  That  he  was 
attended  by  a  great  retinue,  having  uiually  ten  or  twelve  peons  running  be- 
fore him  when  he  went  through  the  ftreets ;  and  he  imputed  the  diftinclion 
with  which  Mr.  Peat  was  received  by  the  inhabitants  of  Dacca,  to  an  idea  they 
had,  that  he  was  a  vakeel  (or  agent)  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  would  give 
them  more  fubliantial  juftice  than  they  had  formerly  been  ufed  to.  And 
being  alked,  whether  there  were  any  complaints  of  the  want  of  fubliantial 
juftice  before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Peat  ?  he  faid,  none  that  he  ever  heard  of, 
excepting  the  clamours  of  the  vakeel*  of  the  zemindars  and  landholders,  who 
are  often  hired  for  that  purple,  to  prolong  the  time  of  payment  of  their 
rents  ;  and  he  had  occaiion  to  obferve,  during  his  refidence  at  Dacca,  that 
the  people  of  that  country  are  more  clamorous  and  litigious,  than  in  any 
other  part  of  Bengal  that  he  has  icon  j  and  he  never  did  hear,  that  during 
any  paft  of  the  time  he  retided  at  Dacca,  a  cuftom  prevailed  of  farming  out 
the  profits  of  the  Dc-wanncc  Adaulut. 

And  being  examined,  as  to  the  eft'ect  which  the  fcizure  of  Jaggernaut,  the 
Dewan  of  the  phoufdarry  court,  and  the  fray  which  thereupon  infucd,  pro- 
duced on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dacca  5  He  faid,  that  they  feemed 
to  regard  it  with  wonder  and  aflonilhmcnt ;  and  many  of  them  were  fur- 
prifed  that  a  party  of  fcpoys  was  not  lVnt  h/  the  phoufdar,  or  by  government, 
to  revenge  the  iniult  on  Mr.  Peat's  per  Ion  :  and  Mr.  Pc  it  him  1c  If  was  fo 
much  under  apprchcnlion  for  his  pcribnal  fafcty,  rlviit  he  applied  to  the  wit- 
nefs for  a  party  of  fepoys  to  protcd  him  from  any  attempt  of  the  natives. 

The  witncls  faid,  he  knew  Sycd  Ally  Cav.n,  the  phoufdar  or  chief  criminal 
magiftrate,  very  well ;  and  his  general  character  was  very  rcfpcftable.  And 
finally  being  alked,  whether,  during  the  time  he  r-fided  at  Dacca,  he  heard 
the  people  of  that  province  exprefs  content  or  difcontent  of  the  mode  m* 
which  juftice  was  adminhtcred  in  the  feveral  bran.-hc?  ?  h»*  replied,  that  they 
feemed  in  general  much  fatistied  j  and  he  never  heard  any  difcontent  at  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  jullicc. 

Your  Committee  are  now  to  report  the  caufe  of  Colli  nan  t  Baboo,  againft 
the  Rajah  of  Coilij-urah ;  which  a  fiords  the  iirft  inftancf  of  open  refiftance 
(hewn  to  the  proccis  of  the  court,  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council ;  this 
they  juflify*  upon  the  plea  of  llatc  neceflity  ;  and  they  appear  before  this 
Houfe,  praying  an  indemnity  for  an  oppolition,  which,  if  not  ftrictly  legal, 
they  conlider  as  juftitiablc  upon  the  neceility  of  the  circumftances. 

Your 
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Your  Committee  find,  that  Coffipaut  Baboo  is  a  principal  merchant  at  Cal- 
cutta, and  a  man  of  confidcrable  rank,  nearly  allied  to  Rajah  Soonderua- 
rain,  Zemindar  of  the.pergunnahs  of  Coffijurah  and  Shaporc,  which  form 
part  of  the  diitrict  of  Midnapore,  in  the  province  of  Orifla,  for  whom  he  had 
been  fecurity  for  the  rents  payable  to  government,  and  manager  of  all  affairs 
relative  to  the  zemindary,  during  almoft  five  years. 

la  confequence  of  this  fituation,  fcveral  accounts  and  crofs  claims  between 
him  and  government  on  the  One  hand,  and  between  him  and  the  Rajah  and 
the  tenants  on  the  other,  had  been  in  difcuffion  before  the  chief  of  Burd- 
wan  :  this  officer's  report  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  on  thefe  ac- 
counts and  claims,  was  unfavourable  to  Coffinaut  Baboo :  and  procefs  was 
accordingly  ordered  by  the  board,  for  the  recovery  of  the  balance  due  to 
'government  againtl:  Coffinaut,  who  was  arretted  and  confined,  with  circum- 
ftances  (he  complained)  of  very  great  hardfhip.  To  be  relieved  from  thb 
confinement,  he  applied  for  and  obtained  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  from  the 
ftipreme  court.  The  return  to  the  writ  appearing  to  be  effentially  defective, 
time  was  given,  by  confent  of  parties,  for  making  one  more  regular  and . 
legal ;  Coffinaut,  under  the  fame  confent,  was  in  effect  fet  at  liberty,  though 
not  in  virtue  of  the  writ ;  the  council  engaging  to  government  for  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  day  appointed  for  making  the  return.  In  this  interval,  upon 
a  very  refpertful  petition-  being  delivered  to  the  Governor  and  Council  from 
Coffinaut  Baboo,  offering  to  depofit  the  balance  demanded,  to  await  the  final 
judgment  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  and  requeuing  a  farther  and 
more  .exact  examination  of  accounts,  the  parties  agreed  to  fufpend  all  farther 
Coercive  proceedings  on  either  fide,  Coffinaut  Baboo  actually  depositing  this 
fum  in  difputc,  and  the  Governor  and  Council  engaging  for  the  fair  and  full 
invefhgation  demanded  in  the  petition. 

This  tranfaction  was  concluded  on  the  17th  day  of  June,  1777.  Two  years 
elapfed  without' any  icttlement  of  the  account  to  the  fatisfaction  of  Coffinaut. 
the  principal  officer  itill  making  a  report  unfavourable  to  his  prctenfions;  and 
on  the  25th  of  May,  1779,  Coffinaut  prefented  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  a  petition,  requeuing  a  ipecdy  decilion  of  the  matter  in  difputc  —  The 
bufinefs  was  thereupon  referred  by  the  Governor  General  a"nd  Council  to  the 
fuperintendant  of  the  Khalfa  records,  to  be  by  him  examined,  and  a  report 
made  thereupon  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  for  their  decifion. 

On  the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  this  report  was  accordingly  made  by  the 
fupcrintendant,  accompanied  with  two  abftracts  of  the  account  current  be- 
tween the  parties.  This  mode  of  adjufling  the  accounts  was  objected  to  by 
Coffinaut;  and  the  matter  was  actually  under  examination  (Coffijurah  Ap- 
pendix, No.  2,)  when  Coffinaut,  upon  the  13th  of  Augull,  1779,  cora" 
menced  a  fuit  againft  the  Rajah  of  Coffijurah,  in  the  iuprcme  court. 

It  appears  to  your, Committee,  that  Mr.  Juftice  Hyde,  upon  reading  the  af- 
fidavit of  Coffinaut,  immediately  gave  a  written  order  that  a  capias  fhouid 
iffue  againft  the  faid  Rajah  ;  and  that  a  clauie  fhouid  be  inferted  in  the  fame, 
authorifing  the  flieriff  to  take  bail  iir  the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand  ficca 
rupees  (about  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds  fterling.) 

Notice  of  this  procefs  was  given  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  in  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Pearce,  dated  Midnapore,  September  the  4th,  1779;  in 
which  he  alfo  mentions  that  the  writ  had  been  lent  into  the  pcrgunnah,  with 

a  fherift'j 
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a  fherifPs  officer,  to  be  fenred  upon  the  zemindar ;  and  that,  in  confequence 
thereof,  the  zemindar  had  been  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf,  and  was  thereby 
prevented  from  following  the  duties  of  his  ftation,  and  exerting  himfelf  in 
fulfilling  his  engagement  to  the  company  by  the  payment  of  his  revenues. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  Governor  Gfeneral  and  Council  ordered, 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Advocate  General  fhould  be  taken ;  and  that  Mr.  Pcarcc 
and  the  zemindar  fhould  have  notice'  to  aft  upon  the  occafion,  according  to 
the  inftruclions  they  fhould  receive  from  the  Advocate  General. 

The  opinion  of  the  Advocate  General  was  accordingly  laid  before  the  Board 
an  the  19th  of  October :  he  advifes,  "  That  in  the  cafe  now  referred  to 
him,  the  zemindar  have  notice,  that  not  being  fubjeft  to  the  jurifdiction,  he 
fliall  not  appear,  or  plead,  or  do  or  fuffer  any  a£t  which  may  amount,  on  his 
part,  to  a  recognition  of  the  authority  of  the  judicature,  as  extending  to 
nimlelf."  He  hkewife  advifes,  "  That  in  all  fimilar  cafes,  as  well  as  in  the 
prefent,  the  power  of  government  fliall  not,  if  called  upon,  be  employed  in 
aid  of  the  judicature  ;  but  that  they  be  left  to  their  own  means  of  executing 
their,  procefs,  and  thus  render  thcmfelves  alone  refponfible,  fhould  fuch  be 
the  event,  for  having  unneceflarily  hazarded  the  dignity  and  authority  of  the 
king's  judicature,  by  cxpofing  its  procefs  to  contempt,  and  its  officers  to  re- 
finance and  repulfe." 

In  confequence  of  this  opinion  of  the  advocate  general,  a  letter  was  fent  ■ 
by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  to  Mr.  Pearce  ;  in  which  he  was  directed 
to  give  notice  to  the  Zemindar,  that,  not  being  fubjecl  to  the  jurifdiction  of 
tke  fupreme  court,  he  fhould  not  appear,  or  plead,  or  do  or  fuffer  any  a£t 
which  might  amount  on  his  part  to  a  recognition  of  the  authority  of  the  ju- 
dicature, as  extending  to  himfelf.  Mr.  Pearce  was  likewiie  direfted,  that  if 
in  confequence  of  any  refiftance  offered  to  the  fherift's  officer,  application; 
fhould  be  made  to  him  by  the  fherifPs  officer  for  military  affiftance,  he 
fhould  not  grant,  fuch  aifilhnce,  either  in  this,  or  in  any  other  inftance, 
but  fhould  report  the  circumstances  of  the  cafe  to  them  (the  Governor 
General  and  Council)  and  wait  their  orders. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  That  on  the  30th  of  November,  1779,  the 
Governor  General  and  Council  had  notice,  as  well  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Naylor, 
the  company's  attorney,  as  by  the  pcrfonal  examination  of  the  faid  Mr. 
Naylor,  that  the  writ  of  capias  fued  by  the  fupreme  court  againft  the 
Rajah  of  Coffijurah,  having  been  returned  as  unexecuted,  in  confequence . 
of  thfi  .Rajah's  having  concealed  himfelf,  it  had  been  followed  by  another 
writ,  to  fequefter  the  lands  and  effects  of  the  faid  Rajah,  in  order  to  compel 
his  perform!  appearance  ;  and  that,  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  faid  writ, 
the  fheriff  had  difpatched  to  Coffijurah  an  armed  force,  confuting  of  fixty  per- 
fojis  as  well  European  failors,  as  peons  and  fepoys,  armed,  as  appears  to  Mr. 
Naylor,  by  Coilmaut  himfelf,  and  initru&cd  to  ufe  their  force,  in  cafe  any 
reiiflance  mould  be  made  to  the  execution  of  the  writ.  It  was  thereupon  re- 
folved  in  council,  that  a  letter  fhould  be  written,  and  immediately  difpatched 
to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ahmuty,  commanding  the  cantonments  near  Midna* 
pore,  informing  him  of  the  above  particulars  and  requiring  him,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  country,  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  their  letter,  to  detach  a  fufficient  force  from  the  battalions  un- 
der his  command,  to  intercept  and  apprehend  any  body  or  bodies  of  men  an- 
fwering  this  defcription,  within  the  diftri&s  of  Midnapore  and  Jcllafore,  and 
Vol.  II,  M  m  m  t» 
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to  detain,  them  in  his  cuftody  till  he  fliQuld  have  made  his  report  to  the  board, 
and  have  received  their  farther  orders. 

Your  Committee  find,  That  on  the  3d  of  December,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Naylor,  the  company's  attorney,  to  Mr,  Haftings,  accompanying  a  repre. 
fentatijn  from  the  Rajah  of  Coffijurah,  was  laid  before  the  board  by  the  Gey. 
vernor  General ;  flaring,  that  a  party  of  men,  hea4ed^  by  a  ferjeant  of  the 
court,  and  Gocul.  a  fervant  of  Conmaut,  the  plaintiff  in  the  caufe,  entered 
the  houfe  of  the  Rajah,  in  order  to  fet  their  feal  upon  it,  and  endeavoured  to 
enter  the  zenana,  or  women's  apartment ;  and  that,  upon  an  oppofition  made 
by  the  Rajah's  fervants  to  their  attempt,  fc vera  1  of  them  were  beat  and 
wounded ;  that  upon  a  reinforcement  arriving  from  the  fheriff,  the  Rajah,  di- 
rected that  his  fervants  Should  make  no  farther  refinance ;  that  upon  this,  the 
ferjeant,  at  the  inftance  of  the  faid  Gocul,  bound  and  beat  certain  of 
his  fervants,  upon  which  the  reft  abfeonded  ;  that  the  party  then  broke  open 
and  forcibly  entered  his  houfe  and  zenana,  and  plundered  his  eflfe&s  j  that 
other  perfons  arriving  in  the  morning,  feized  fome  of  his  fervants,  beat  and 
ill-treated  others,  fequeftered  the  remainder  of  his  effecls,  committed  out- 
rages upon  his  place  of  religious  worfhip,  and  flript  it  of  its  ornaments  ;  and 
that  by  this  means  a  flop  was  put  to  the  collection,  and  the  formers  prohibited 
by  Gocul  from  paying  their  rents.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Pearce  to  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  was  likewife  read  ;  defiling  tne  directions  of  government 
bow  to  proceed,  in  confequence  of  a  letter  he  had  received  from  the  fherh% 
demanding  his  afliftance  in  the  execution  of  the  writ,  and  founding  that  de- 
mand upon  a  claufe  of  the  charter,  which  he  tranfmitted  in  his  letter.  I{ 
appeals,  by  a  letter  from  the  chief  juftice  to  Lord  Weymouth,  dated  the  3d 
of  March,  1780,  that  this  letter  was  written  by  the  fheriff,  in  confequence 
of  an  order  from  the  chief  juftice. 

Your  Committee  obferve,  That  the  board  called  on  the  Advocate  General 
for  his  opinion  as  to  the  meafures  they  fhould  adopt  upon  this  occafion.  The 
Advocate  General  obferved,  that  fince  his  former  opinion,  the  quefHon  had  fo 
far  changed  its  afpect,  as  to  be  a  queflion  of  government  and  political  ne- 
ceffity,  not  of  law ;  he  therefore  defired,  that  if  it  was  expected  that  he 
fhpuld  give  an  opinion  upon  this  fubje&,  it  might  not  be  a  fu^den  one.  To 
$his  the  board  alien  ted. 

Your  Committee,  obferve,  That  they  directed  Mr.  Jonathan  Duncan,  one 
of  the  civil  fervants  of  the  company,  immediately  to  proceed  to  Coffijurah, 
and  there  to  take  the  depofitions  of  all  the  perfons  prefent  at  the  late  diftur- 
bance.  The  Rajah  was  ordered  to  afford  Mr.  Duncan  all  poflibie  affifiance 
on  his  part,  and  to  caufe  the  witnefTes,  whofe  depofitions  he  might  take,  to 
return  with  him  to  the  pr-efidency  ;  a  letter  was  alfo  written  to  Colonel  Ah» 
inuty,  directing  him  to  fend  to  the  prefidency  any  perfon  he  might  have  ap-! 
prehended  in  confequence  of  their  former  order  of  the  30th  of  November. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  That  in  obedience  to  the  orders  received 
from  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  Leiutenant  Colonel  Ahmuty  detached 
from  the  camp  at  Midnapore  two  companies  of  fepoys,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Bomford  ;  who,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  December,  feized 
the  fherifF's  officer,  and  thole  acting  under  them,  at  Coffijurah,  amounting 
to  50  fepoys,  about  ao  peons*  and  8  Europeans.'  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
%ne  day  they  ieized  iix  more  Europeans,  with  Gocul  Sircar,  the  gomafflah 
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of  Coffinaut*  Who  had  been  (under  the  authority  of  fepafate  warrants  of  fe- 
Cmeftration)  to  execute  the  writ  at  Rajee  Bulpoor,  where  the  Rajah  of  Coffi- 
jurah  has  hw  principal  refidence. 

Your  Committee  find*  That  the  Gorernor  General  and  Council,  on  the  1 7th 
of  December,  made  the  following  notification  to  all  the-  zemindars  and  land- 
holders of  the  provinces. 

Be  it  known  to  all  zemindars,  chowdries,  and  talookdars,  in  the  provinces 
or  fubahs  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa : 

Whereas,  reprefentations  have  been  received  from  many  of  the  zemindars, 
chowdries,  and  talookdars  of  thefe  provinces,  by  the  Governor  General  and 
Supttmc  Council  at  Fort  William,  that  funmonfes,  warrants,  and  other  pro-; 
ceu  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  at  Calcutta,  have  been  ferved  upon 
them  by  the  fnerifPs  officers,  requiring  or  compelling  them  to  appear  before 
the  judges  of  the  faid  fupreme  court,  and  give  in  anfwers  to  complaints  or 
fuits  intatuted  againft  them  ;  notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  zemindars,  chow- 
dries, and  talookdars,  of  the  province  aforefaid,  "  That,  not  being  fubjeft 
to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  fupreme  court  (except  in  the  cafes  which  will  be 
hereafter  fpecified)  they  fhall  not  (in  cafe  of  any  fummons,  warrant,  or 
other  procefs  of  the  faid  fupreme  court,  being  ferved  upon  them  by  the  fhe- 
riffy  or  his  officers)  appear,  nor  plead,  nor  do,  nor  fuffer  any  act  which  may 
amount,  on  their  part,  to  a  recognition  of  the  authority  of  the  judicature* 
as  extending  to  themfelves. " 

.  In  cafes  where  the  zemindar,  chowdries,  and  talookdars,  are,  in  common 
with  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  provinces,  fubject  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the 
fupreme  court,  and  muft  pay  obedience  to  its  procefs,  are  as  follows  ; 

**  Where  the  parties  fued  fhall,  at  the  time  when  the  debt  or  caule  of  action 
fhall  have  arifen,  have1  been  employed  by,  or  fhall  have  been  directly  or  in- 
directly in  the  fervice  of  the  company,  or  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  fub* 
jects  y      \jt 

u  Where  the  party  fued  fhall  have  entered  into  any  contract  or  agreement 
in  writing  with  any  of  his  Majefly's  fubjects,  and  the  caufe  of  action  fhall  ex* 
ceed  the  Turn  of  five  hundred  current  rupees  ;  and  where  the  party  fhall  have, 
agreed  in  the  faid  contract,  that  in  cafe  of  difpute,  the  matter  fhall  be  heard 
and  determined  in  the  faid  fupreme  court.'9 

And  your  Committee  obferve,  That  this  notification  was  ferit  to  all  the  pro- 
vincial councils  and  collectors  of  the  provinces,  with  directions  to  publifh  it 
in  their  refpective  diftricts  j  the  Governor  General  and  Council  farther  ordered, 
.  that  if,  in  confequence  of  any  refiftance  offered  by  perfons  in  the  above  cha- 
racters, to  the  execution  of  the  procefs  of  the  fupreme  court,  any  applica- 
tion fhould  be  made  to  the  provincial  chiefs  for  military  afiiftance,  rhey  were 
not  to  grant  fuch  military  afliitance,  but  to  report  the  circumftances  to  the 
Gorernor  General  and  Council,  and  to  wait  their  orders* 

Your  Committee  find,  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  in  their  revenue  department,  dated  the  7th  of  December,  1 779,  that 
fiie  Advocate  General  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  refiftance  (hewn  to  the 
procefs  of  the  court  was  unavoidable  ;  but  however,  unlefs  circumftancea 
would  appear  of  very  flagrant  guilt  in  the  parties  employed  in  the  execution 
of  the  writ,  he  advifed  that  the  prifoners  mould  be  releafed. 

The  depofitions  taken  by  Mr.  Duncan  were  on  the  fame  day  laid  before 
die  board*  .  .. 
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And  your  Committee  find,  That  the  Governor  General  and  Council  offered 
the  prifoners,  then  arrived  at  Calcutta,  to  be  releafed  ;  and  intimated  to  the 
Rajah,  that  having  had  notice  that  the  feals  affixed  by  the  fhcrifPs  officer  to 
his  houies  and  effedts  ftiil  remained  thereon,  it  refted  entirely  with  him  (th*      j 
Rajah)  either  to  fuffer  the  feals  to  remain,  or  himfclf  to  remove  them. 

The  Governor  General  and  Council  likewife  wrote  a  letter  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Ahmuty,  ordering  him*  in  cafe  any  attempt  fhould  be  made  on  the 
part  of  the  fupreme  court,  to  ferve  any  writ  upon  himfelf,  Lieutenant  Bom- 
ford,  or  any  officer  or  fepoy  belonging  to  the  detachment  employed  to  oppofe 
the  execution  of  the  writ,  for  any  a6t  done  in  confequence  ot  their  orders  of 
the  30th  of  November ;  that  he  fliould  refift  fuch  ao  attempt,  and  counfcl 
the  perfon  executing  it  to/lepart  the  limits  of  his  command. 

It  appears  to  your  Committer,  That  on  the  18th  of  January,  an  attach- 
ment was  moved  for  in  the  fupreme  court,  againft  Mr.  William  Swainfton,  af- 
jiftant  at  Midnapore,  and  Lieutenant  Bomford,  for  a  high  contempt  of  court, 
in  the  part  they  took  in  the  refcue  of  the  houfes,  lands,  and  effects  of  the  Ra- 
jah, of  Coffijurah,  and  of  the  fubfequent  conducting  the  prifoners  under  a 
Arong  guard  to  Calcutta. 

It  was  alio  moved,  that  rules  might  be  made  againft  Warren  Haftings  and 
Richard  Barwell,  Elqrs.  and  Mr.  North  Naylor,  to  anfwer  certain  affidavit* 
of  the  ftierifPs  officers,  and  others. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  the  chief  juftice  refufed  to  grant  an  attachment 
in  the  ftrft  inftance,  but  ordered,  "  that  there  fhould  be  a  rule  to  (hew  caufe, 
why  an  attachment  fhould  not  iflue  againft  Mr.  Swainflon  and  Lieutenenant 
Bomford,  and  Mr.  Naylor."  ; 

The  chief  juftice  farther  obferves,  u  That  as  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Mr.  Barwell,  he  will  not  include  them  in  the  rule,  becaufe  he  will  not  grant 
a  rule  the  court  cannot  enforce ;  and  they  are  determined  to  enforce  their 
rule  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  :  —  they  fhould  be  fcrvcd  with  copies  of 
the  rule,  that  they  may  anfwer  if  they  pleafe  —  That  the  fheriff  do  apply  to 
the  Governor  General  and  Council,  and  to  each  of  the  council  general  fepac 
rately,  for  affiftance  in  the  executing  the  rules." 

In  confequence  of  this  order,  the  fherifF  of  Calcutta  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Governor  General  and  Council,  requiring  him,  under  the  authority  of  a  claufe 
in  the  charter,  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  in  the  fervice  of  the  rules  of  the  fu- 
preme court,  on  William  Swainfton,  Stephen  Bomford,  and  North  Naylor ; 
which  letter  was  referred  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  to  the  Advocate 
General.  l 

It  aopears  to  your  Committee,  that  on  the  30th  of  January  1 780,  the  Advo- 
cate General  reprelented  to  the  board,  that  his  former  advice  had  not  extend- 
ed to  any  thing  bevond  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council ;  but  acquiefces  in  the  neceffity  by  which  they  had  been  driven  open- 
ly to  reiift  the  procefs  of  the  court. 

In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  the  board  refolved  on  the  30th  of  Janih 
ary,  "  to  abide  by  the  principles  on  which  they  had  already  proceeded  in 
their  refiftance  of  (what  they  term)  the  illegal  acls  of  the  fupreme  court  of 
judicature ;  and  that  they  will  enforce  and  defend  the  orders  made  upon  thefe 
principles. " 

It  6  ars  to  your  Committee,  that  on  the  24th  of  January,  an  at- 

te»f  by  Findlay,  the  fheriff*i  officer,  to  enter  the  lines  at  Midna- 

part 
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pore,  for  the  purpofe  of  fen ring  the  rule  of  court  upon  Swainfion  tod  Lieu- 
tenant Bomford ;  guards  had  however  been  previoufly  Rationed  by  Lieute- 
nant Colonel' Ahmuty,  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  Governor  General 
and. Council,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  fervice  of  the  faid  rule  upon 
Lieutenant  Bomford.  —  And  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ahmuty  informed  the  laid 
Findlay,  that  Swainfton  was  not  under  his  command,  and  that  he  fhould  not 
permit  him  to  enter  the  camp,  without  an  order  from  the  Governor  General 
and  Council,  if  he  came  there  upon  the  Coffijurah  bufinefs. 

It  appears,  that  in  confequence  of  this  traniaction,  the  fheriff,  by  order  of 
the  fupreme  court,  fent  a  letter  to  the  Governer  General  and  Council,  ferving 
Mr.  Haftings,  Mr.  Barwell,  Mr.  Francis,  and  Mr*  Wheeler,  individually, 
and  collectively  as  Governor  General  and  Council,  by  means  qf  their  public  fc- 
cretary,  with  a  copy  of  the  rule  againft  Leiutenant  Bomford,  and  likewife 
with  a  copy  of  the  laft  claufe  of  the  charter,  by  which  all  perfons,  civil  and 
military,  are  required  to  be  aiding  and  affifting  to  the  fupreme  court ;  and  the 
board  ordered  that  thefe  papers  fhould  be  referred  to  their  Advocate  General, 
and  that  he  fhould  thereupon  advife,  whether  any,  and  what  anfwer  fhould 
be  given  ;  and  likewife  that  a  copy  of  the  claufes  'of  the  act  of  the  thirteenth 
of  his  prefent  Majefty  and  of  the  charter  of  juftice,  fhould  be  delivered  to 
the  advocate  general,  and  that  he  fhould  be  deiired  to  inform  the  board,  whe- 
ther the  fupreme  court  could  receive  fuit,  or  iiTue  procefs  againft  the  Gover- 
nor General  and  Council,  -fcparately,  or  individually,  for  acts  done  in  their 
collective  and  corporate  capacity,  or  whether  fuch  procefs  fhould  not  be  di- 
rected to  their  attorney  ? 

The  advocate  general,  in  a  report  read  before  the  board  on  the  25th  of 
February,  flates  it  as  his  opinion,  that  no  anfwer  fhould  be  given  to  the"  re- 
quifition  of  the  (he riff;  and  urges,  that  though  the  flatute  and  chatter  of  ju« 
ffice  exempt  the  Governor  General  and  members  of  the  fupreme  court  from  ar- 
refts,  in  acts,  fuit,  or  proceeding,  and  from  trial  of  offences  fhort  of  felony 
or  treafon,  he  thinks  them  neverthelefs  clearly  amenable  to  the  juftice  of  the 
court  in  any  civil  proceeding,  of  which  they  may  be  individually  objects. 
He  apprehends,  however,  their  fubjection  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  court,  to 
be,  in  law  and  common  ienfe,  retrained  to  their  acts  in  their  private  capa- 
city. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  on  the  2 2d  of  February  1780,  Mr. 
North  Nay  lor,  the  Company's  attorney,  in  a  letter  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  lays  before  the  board  a  minute  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fupreme 
court  upon  the  rule  by  which  he  was  ordered  to  anfwer  certain  affidavits  al- 
ledging  contempt.— He  complains  of  the  delay  of  juftice  on  the  part  of  the 
court,  by  postponing  their  determination;  and  conceives  their  proceedings 
to  be  rather  a  deliberate  and  concerted  meafure  to  degrade  the  dignity  of 
government,  than  as  having  for  their  object  fo  inconliderable  a  facrifice  as 
himfelf.  —  He  farther  complains  of  the  infufficiency  of  the  facts  alledged  in 
the  affidavit ,  of  the  weak  and  incompetent  evidence  of  thefe  facts,  and  of 
the  unufual  precipitancy  of  the  original  proceeding.  He  conceives  the  Ra- 
jah "of  Coffijurah  to  be  ftrictly  his  client.  States  himfelf  as  almofr  induced 
to  believe  the  motives  of  the  fupreme  court  to  be  the  extorting  from  him 
the  fecrets  of  his  employers,  the  Governor  General  and  Council ;  and  allures 
them  of  bis  determination  to  the  filcnce  he  confide rs  himfelf  as  in  duty 
found  to  maintain,  whatever  may  be  the  refult.    He  flates,  that  the  intimav 
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tion  given  in  court  by  the  chief  juftice,  that  Coffinaut  has  his  remedy  again! 
the  members  of  the  government,  would  alone  jufHfy  his  filence. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  on  the  ill  of  March  1780,  Mr.  North  Naylor, 
the  attorney  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  was  committed  to  the  common  jail 
of  Calcutta,  by  the  fupremc  court  for  contempt. 

Your  committee  find,  that  on  the  3d  of  March,  the  Governor  General  mi 
Council  were  feverally  ferved  with  a  fummons  from  the  fupreme  court  of  ju- 
dicature, to  anfwer  to  Coflinaut  Baboo,  in  a  plea  of  trefpafe  on  the  cafe ;  and 
that  although  from  the  fummons  it  did  not  appear  what  the  ground  c£  adkA 
was,  yet  the  name  of  the  plaintiff  left  the  council  general  no  room  for  doubt; 
they  accordingly  directed,  that  council  fhould  plead  in  fuch  action  to  the  ju- 
rifaiction,  taking  for  the  ground  of  fuch  plea,  the  exemption  of  the  mean 
bers  of  that  government  from  the  jurifdicfcion  of  the  fupreme  court  upon  any 
fuit  to  be  preferred  individually  againft  them,  for  their  concurrence  in  ad)  of 
government.  The  Governor  General  and  Council  add  farther,  that  if  upon 
that  plea  judgment  fhould  go  againft  them,  they  had  directed  the  cauie  to  be 
appealed. 

Your  Committee  obferve  a  letter  from  Mr.  North  Naylor,  dated  Calcuttt 
jail,  9th  of  March,  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  franfmitting  a 
copy  of  twenty  interrogatories,  which  he  was  called  upon  to  anfwer  ia  the 
criminal  profecution  then  pending  againft  him.  In  this  latter.  Mr.  Nayktf, 
after  dating  the  confequences  of  being  obliged  to  -anfwer  fuch  interrogatories 
declares  his  intentions  to  conform  to  fuch  directions  as  the  board  fhall  fuggeft. 
The  Governor  General  and  Council,  having  duly  weighed  this  letter,  ate 
deciiive  in  opinion  ;  that,  taking  the  queftion  on  public  ground,  it  it  their 
duty  to  forbid  his  anfwering  theie  interrogatories  ;  and  that  unlefs  they  coa- 
fented,  Mr.  Naylor  could  not  anfwer  them  without  a  breach  of  duty  and 
confidence,  as  their  official  fervant ;  but  in  confideration  of  the  cafe,  as  it 
perfonally  refpe<Sted  himfelf,  they  find  themfelves  retrained  by  the  apprehen- 
sion that  a  long  imprifonment  in  Calcutta  jail  would  be  fatal  to  Mr.  Naylor, 
and  direct,  that  he  do  anfwer  to  the  interrogatories,  having  firll  entered  his 
exceptions  againft  fuch  parts  of  them  as  he  lhall  judge  it  improper  in  him- to 
reveal,  or  illegal  in  the  court  to  put  to  him. 

Your  Committee  find  the  following  letter,  dated  the  5th  of  March  1780, 
from  Leiutenant  Colonel  Ahmuty,  was  fent  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  and  by  them  entered  in  their  proceedings  of  the  9th  of  March  1780 : 
"  Honourable  Sir,  and  Gentlemen, 
41  I  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  prevented  Findlay  die 
constable  from  coming  to  camp  by  the  means  of  various  difguifes,  ana  aUb 
from  conveying  letters  to  me  under  different  pretences  ;  informing-  him  I  knew 
no  one,  nor  was  fubordinate  to  any  but  the  Governor  General  and  Council ;  and 
recommended  to  him  to  take  care  not  to  force  the  fentries,  as  I  did  not  want  to 
hurt  him  ;  but  if  he  was  fo  imprudent,  he  muft  fuffer  the  confequences,  and 
blame  himfelf.  He  did  receive  feveral  letters  by  his  own  hircarrahs  from 
Calcutta,   and  was  twice  there,  and  returned. 

On  the  2d  inftant,  a  jemadar  and  twelve  peons  arrived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood from  the  court,  the  fame  who  were  at  Coffijurah,  and  it  is  reported 
four  conftables  are  alio  lurking  about :  I  am  credibly  informed  they  hare  a 
letter  directed  to  Leiutenant  Bomford,  with  the  court  feal  on  it ;  I  believe  by 

their 
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ffceir  motions  they  arc  endeavouring  to  take  him  by  force,  becaufc  three  or 
four  were  feen  laic  night  lurking  in  the  camp  ;  but  on  difpatchin^  a  guard  to 
ieize  them,  they  foon  difappeared.  This  has  made  mc  more  vigilant ;  and 
this  morning  I  have  given  notice,  by  beat  of  torn  torn,  to  prevent  any  one  in 
camp  from  fiieltering  thofe  fellows,  and  offering  a  reward  to  any  pcrion  who 
will  apprehend  any  of  them  within  the  fentries. 

I  hope,  gentlemen,  this  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  your  honourable  board,  that  this  detachment  is  now  under  orders  to 
march  for  Burrumporc,  and  to  acquaint  you,  that  my  power  ceafes  on  our 
junction  with  the  brigade  ;  and  therefore  requcft  you  will  pleafc  to  take  fuch 
fteps  as  will  prevent  the  malignity  of  the  court  from  falling  on  me  and  Lieu- 
tenant Bomford." 

.  Your  Committee  obferve,  that  when  the  Governor  General  and  Council  found 
that  the  fuit  instituted  again  ft  them  by  Coflinaut  was  for  arts  done  by  them  in 
tjieir  collective  capacity  of  Governor  General  and  Council,  they  directed  the 
appearance  to  the  action,  which  had  before  been  made,  to  be  withdrawn. 

The  Governor. General  and  Council  deny,  that  their  corporate  ads,  as  the 
government  of  that  prclidency,  or  done  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  vefted 
ra  them  by  parliament,  arc  cognizable  in  the  fupremc  court  of  judicature,  or 
that  they  are  anfwerablc,  as  individuals,  in  that  court,  for  the  confequencet 
of  fuch  acts.  In  obedience  to  their  instructions  the  Company's  council  de- 
livered in  a  declaration  to  the  fupremc  court  to  this  effect ;  dating,  that  they 
would  not  fubmit.to  any  rule,  procefs,  or  judgment,  or  other  act  what  foe  verf 
of  the  fupreme  court,  in  that  action,  or  in  any  other  action  of  the  fame  na- 
ture, by  which  it  may  be  attempted  to  make  them  anfwerablc  in  the  fupreme 
courts  as  individuals,  for  the  corporate  ads  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  not  cognizable  by  the  fupreme  court. 

Your  Committee  find,  in  a  letter  of  the  14th  of  March,  from  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court  have  delivered  feparate  and  long  opinions  on  the  contents  and  nature 
of  the  declaration,  and  unanimoufly  concurred  in  their  opinions,  that  there 
were  no  grounds  to  flay  the  proceedings  in  the  caufe.  Your  Committee  think 
proper  to  remark,  that  it  appears  by  the  (aid  letter  of  the  14th  of  March, 
that  thefe  opinions  had  not  been  delivered  to  the  Governor  General  and  Coun- 
cil, and  they  are  not  to  be  found  on  the  Company's  records,  nor  have  fuch 
opinions  been  fubmittcd  to  their  confide  rat  ion,  excepting  that  of  chief  juflice 
|xnpey,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Weymouth,  March  13,  17S0. 

ft  appears  to  your  Committee,  by  the  letter  from  Sir  Elijah  Impey  to  Lord 
Weymouth,  of  the  iath  of  March,  1780,  that  Mr.  Barwcll,  one  of  the 
council  general,  difapproved  of  the  intentions  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  not  to  appear  to  the  action,  and  left  inltruclions  to  his  attorney,  in 
cafe  the  other  defendants  did  not  appear  and  plead,  to  put  in  an  appearance 
and  plead  for  him. 

Your  Committee  finding  that  Mr.  Barwcll  had  concurred  in  opinion  witlj 
Ae  council  general  in  their  oppolition  to  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  fupreme 
court,  thought  proper  to  examine  him  ;  and  find,  from  his  evidence,  that  he 
hjad  left  fuch  orders  with  his  attorney  in  Bengal. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  Cotfina ut  had  on  the  nth  of  March,  1780,  Aid- 
denly  ordered  his  attorney  to  difcoutinue  his  action  againft  the  Governor  Ge* 
neraj  and  Council,  and  alio  his  action  agaiult  the  Rajah  of  Cotfijurab. 

Your 
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Your  Committee  nbferve,  in  a  letter  from  the  chief  juflice,  Sir  Elijah  Im- 
pey,  to  Lord  Weymouth,  his  Majefty's  fecretary  of  fbte  for  *he  fouthern  de- 
partment, of  the  *d  of  March,  1780,  he  writes,  "That  but  one  term  hai 
intervened  fince  thefc  difputes,  and  the  bufinefs  of  the  court,  as  I  eftimate, 
has  fallen  off  near  one  third,  and  in  a  term  or  two,  when  the  caufes  already 
commenced  are  rot  rid  of,  I  expect  it  will  be  reduced  to  the  trial  of  a  for 
caufes  arifing  in  Calcutta ;  to  which  place  the  natives  are  taught  to  underfland 
the  functions  of  the  court  have  been  confined  by  the  authority  of  the  Gover- 
nor General  and  Council.  The  advocates,  attornies,  and  officers  of  the  court, 
who  have  not  already  fucceeded,  will  be  reduced  to  a  mod  deplorable  fitua- 
rion.  The  attornies  have  petitioned  us,  that  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
their  procuring  fubfiftence  in  the  prefent  itate  of  things,  that  their  number 
may  not  be  increafed  by  new  admilHons,  though  perfons  may  come  from 
England  fo  qualified ;  and  recommended,  that  we  may  not  be  able  to  com- 
ply with  this  requifition  ;  yet  I  really  apprehend  we  mall  do  them  little  fer- 
vice  by  admitting  them  ;  for  it  feems  to  me,  it  will  be  only  to  give  them  the 
privilege  of  frarvmg  in  company  with  the  prefent  attornies. 

Your  Committee  oblervc,  in  a  letter  of  the  16th  of  March,  1780,  from 
the  fecretary  of  the  council  general  in  Bengal,-  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  fecretary  to 
the  Eait-lndia  Company,  that  Mr.  North  Nay  lor,  the  Company's  attorney  in 
Bengal,  was  releafed  form  his  confinement  on  bail. 

Your  Committee  thought  proper  to  examine  Richard  Barwell,  Efq.  upon 
this  fubjett,    who  informed  your  Committee^    that  he  had  refided  in  In- 
dia 22  years,  ten  of  which  he  had  been  of  the  council  of  Bengal;  and  when 
he  left  that  country,  was  of  the"council  general,  and  next  in  rank  to  the  Go- 
Ternojr  General ;  and  that  he  left  Bengal  on  the  ioth  of  March,  1786.    Your 
Committee  not  obferving  Mr.  Barwell's  name  to  the  petition  from  the  Gover- 
nor General  and  Council  to  this  honourable  Houfe ;  and  being  aiked,   if  ht 
had  any  reafons  for  not  ligning  it  ?  faid,  he  never  faw  the  petition  in  India, 
previous  to  its  being  drawn  ;  and  as  he  had  determined  to  quit  his  ftation, 
from  the  moment  he  had  communicated  his  refolution  he  did  not  attend  the 
council.    Being  afked,    When  he  communicated  that  refolution  ?   he  faid, 
the  iuftant  he  understood  the  mcafures  of  government  were  likely  to  be  con- 
duced with  fome  degree  of  cordiality  and  confidence  amongft  the  different 
members—  that  the  itate  of  parties,  he  thought,  required  the  gentlemen  to 
contract  igmc  habits  of  doing  bufmefs  together,  before  he   could  with  pro- 
priety leave  the  Governor  General ;  and  that  it  was  neccfTary  that  the  Gover- 
nor General  fhould  be  fatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  his  collleague?,  to  juffcify 
Mr.  Barwell  in  leaving  his.  ftation  ;  that  he  communicated  this  refolution  to 
the  court  of  directors,  through  the  board,  at  the  end  of  February  ;  and  that 
he  declared  it  to  the  members  of  the  council  individually,  in   January  ;  from 
-which  time  he  declined  to  attend  the  board.     Being  afked,  at  what  time  in 
January  ?  he  faid,  it  muft   have  been  at  the  very  end  of  January,   or  be- 
ginning of  February.     And  being  afked,  if  the  meafure  of  prefenting  a  pe- 
tition to  parliament,  on  the  difpute  betwixt  the  Governor  General  and  Coun- 
cil and  the  judges,  had  been  agitated  in  council  before  the  end  of  January, 
1780  ?  he  laid,  that  he  did  not  know  that  fuch  a  propofal  had  been  agitated 
in  council ;  but  recolle&ed  a  great  deal  of  convcrfation  about  it,  but  that  no* 
thing  was  ever  ferioufly  brought  before  the  council.    And  being  afked,  whe- 
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tat  meafure, was  agitated  in  council  before  he  left  Bengal?  he  anfwered 
>  the  beft  of  his  recollection  it  was  not.     And  being  aflted;  whether 
>mmunication   had   been  made  to  the  judges,   of  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Bengal  ?  he  faid,  lie  did  not  know  of  any  communica- 
he  believes  there  was  none.     And  being  afked,  whether  it  was  inten- 
y  withheld'  from  them  ?  anfwered,  that  he  believes  it  was ;  he  did  not 
limfelf,  nor  any  of  the  other  papers  that  may  relate  to  it. 
r  committee  afked  Mr.  Barwell,  if  any  action  had  been  brought  againft 
i  the  fupreme  court,  in  confequence  of  any  proceedings  of  the  gover- 
aeral  and  council,  in  the  caufe  of  Coffinaui  mboo  againft  the  zemin- 
Coffijurah  ?  he  faid,  there  was  an  action.     Tlie  procefs  of  the  court, 
tks,  did  not  exprefs  the  caufe  of  action  to  be  what  was  ftated  in  the 
n;  it  was,  to  the  beft  of  his  remembrance,  at  the  fuit  of  Coflinaut 
Being  afked,  if  he  entered  any  appearance  to  that  action  ?  he  faid, 
;    and  at  the  very  time,   independent  of  the  other  members  of  the 
i.     And  being  afked,  if  the  other  members  of  the  council  entered  an 
mce  to  any  fuch  action  brought  againft  them  ?  he  faid,  they  did,  and 
[  the  company's  attorney  at  record  to  put  in  an  appearance  for  them  ; 
t  he  was  not  prefent  at  the  meeting  of  council  when  this  order  wai 
And  being  afked,  if  he  withdrew  his  appearance,  faid,  he  did  not. 
eing   afked,   if  the  other  members  of  the  council  withdrew  theirs  ? 
i  did  not  know,  farther  than  what  he  had  heard  fince  his  arrival  in 
d.     And  being  afked,  if  he  knew  upon  what  principle  ths  other  mem- 
the  council  entered  their  appearance  ?  faid,  that  he  underftood  they 
appearance  as  individuals.     And  being  afked,  if  he  left  an  order  not 
draw  his  appearance  ?  faid,  that  he  ordered  his  appearance  not  to  be 
wn.     And  being  afked,  upon  what  principle  he  left  fuch  orders  ?  he 
jcaufe  he  efteemed  himfelf  fubject  to  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  court, 
'nt  have  his  redrefs  by  appeal.     And  being  afked,  if  he  underftood  it 
i  contemplation  with  the  other  members  of  the  council  to  withdraw 
rpearance,  if  declarations  fhould  be  againft  them  in  their  public  cha- 
faid,  he  did  undcrftand  it  was  in  contemplation,  and  which  was  the 
>f  the  inftructions  he  gave  to  his  attorney.     And  being  aiked,  if  he 
ed  himfelf  as  fubject  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  fupreme  court,  as  an 
lal,  for  all  acts  done  by  him  in  his  public  capacity,  as  one  of  the 
general  ?  faid  he  did ;   and  that  he  knew  of  no  exemption  in  the  re- 
;  a&  of  the  13th  George  III. 

committee  examined  Mr.  Barwell,  whether  he  agreed  in  the  order 
ilr.  Pearce,  collector  of  Midnapore,  not  to  comply  with  any  applica- 
r  might  be  made  to  him,  by  any  fhcriff  *s  officer,  for  military  affiftance  ? 
that  he  concurred  with  the  council  in  giving  effect  to  the  opinion  of 
pany's  advocate  general,  which  declared  the  law  not  to  operate  upon 
1  defcription  of  men.  The  order  grounded  on  that  opinion  he  agreed 
ng  afked,  if  he  agreed  to  all  the  other  acts  of  the  board  founded  up- 
principle?  faid,  he  did;  and  that  the  council  did  not  move  a  ftep 
law  advice.  And  being  afked,  whether  he  entered  any  protcft  or 
n  confultation  on  that  bufinefs  ?  faid,  he  did  not;  that  when  Sir  John 
ie  advocate  general,  firft  advanced  the  opinion  that  influenced  the 
to  the  mcafures  that  were  adopted,  his  own  private  fentiments  were 
II.  N  n  n  over- 
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'^over-ruled.      Trfe  example  brought  in  inflance  of  the  jurifdicYion  of  the 
'     court,  not  affecting  the  zemindars  of  Bengal,  was  an  attempt  of  the  mayor's 

ucourt  of  Fort  St.  George,  to  arrefl  either  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  or  fome  of  his 

.^officers ;  and  an  opinion  which  Sir  John  Day  had  given,  that  "  That  aft 
ihould  be  relifled  by  the  Nabob  or  his  officers,  and  that  it  had  been  refitted, 
and  that  the  court  had  no  power  to  enforce  its  procefs."  The  advocate  ge- 
neral deduced,  that  the  fame  independency  was  in  the  zemindart  of  Bengal; 
and  that  they  might  and  ought  to  refifl  the  procefs  of  the  court.  Your  com- 
mittee  then  afked  Mr.  Barwell,  if  that  inflance,  being  part  of  the  advocate 

,  general's  opinion,  was  on  record  ?  he  faid,  he  thought  not.  He  was  a&edj 
.  .  if  bis  opinion  was  over-ruled  by  the  opinions  of  the  other  members  of  the 
<  board,  or  by  that  of  the  advocate  general?  he  faid,  the  queflion  was  a  point 
\of  law;  the  directors  of  the  Eaft  India  company  had  fent  out  this  gentleman 
ifjcxpreffly  to  interpret  the  law  to  the  governor  general  and  council.  He  was 
j  %then  afked,  if  the  opinion  given  by  the  advocate  general  treated  the  fubjedl  as 

'^depending  folely  on  the  points  of  law,  or  in  part  of  flate  neceffity  ?  he  faid,  it 

I  Jtook  up  both  grounds;  the  advocate  general's  department,  as  he  explained 

-■.    it  to  us  himfelf,  was  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  company  and  government. 

.Mr.' Barwell  added,  that  it  was  once  in  contemplation  to  admit  the  advocate 

,  geactal  to  a  feat  at  the  council  board  with  the  council  general,  fo  high  was 

"a  thqpimportant  truft  fuppofed  to  be  with  which  he  was  veiled.  And  being 
afked,  if  the  advocate  general  and  council  conceived  themielves  obliged  to 

jconfult  the  advocate  general,  in- points  of  policy  or  flate  neceffity,  jjot  de- 

\ 'pending  on  points  of  law?  faid,  that  he  fhould  apprehend  not.  And  being  J 
affcecl,  if  the  advocate  general  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  governor  gc-  j 
ueral  and  council  were  warranted  in  their  proceedings  in  the  Coffijurah  cafe, 

'  by  law,  independent  of  flate  neceffity  ?  ^  he  faid,  that  he  did  not  recoiled 
tnat  any  of  the  opinions  of  the  advocate  general's,  at  lcafl  thofe  delivered    , 

.  whilft  he  fat  at  the  council  board,  go  at  all  to  the  flate  neceffity.  He  re-  1 
collects,  that  the  detriment  which  would  accrue  to  the  revenues,  was  ilated 
to  him,  and,  indeed,  the  mofl  minute  circumflances  that  had  come  before 
the  government,  to  enable  him  to  give  a  clear  and  decided  anfwer  to  the  mat- 
ter referred  to  him ;  and  that  he  even  affifted  pcrfonally  at  feme  of  the  con- 
futations, and  the  records  were  open  to  him.  Being  afked,  what  he  meant 
by  affifting  pcrfonally  ?  faid,  he  was  prefent  at  the  council  table,  and  had  the 
advantage  of  all  the  converfation  that  palled  on  the  fubjecr,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity (only  given  on  very  particular  occafions)  of  urging  verbally  the  rea- 
fons  in  fupport  of  any  of  his  written  opinions.  Mr.  Barwell  added,  that 
.thefe  reafons  do  not  appear  upon  the  records,  but*  they  naturally  may  be  fup- 
pofed to  have  an  influence  on  the  council,  as  they  really  had.  Bein^  then 
afked,  if  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjeel,  on  which  he  has  flatcd  to  hav?  been 
5>ver-ruled,  were  ever  delivered  into  council;    he  anfwercd,    that  they  arc 

jjjfcfcn  record  f  but  that  he  urged  them  in  converiation  at  the  council  table; 
and  that  the  governor  general  inclined  to  the  fame  opinion,  that  it  was  better 
for  £he  zemindars  to  put  in  a  plea  to  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  fupreme  court; 
but  that  it  was  objected,  that  this  defcription  of  men  did  not  come  within 
the  :jarifdic"tion,  and  that  if  the  court  had  any  authority  to  make  them  ap- 
pear to  the  jurifdidlion,  they  had,  in  fact,  jurifdidlion  over  them.  Thi* 
objection  was  made  in  converfation  by  the  company's  law  officer,  and  by  the 

other 
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other  gentlemen.      Being  alked,  if  Mr.  Haftings  delivered  the  opinion  to 
which  he  inclined  in  debate?  he  faid,  that  Mr.  Hillings  did  urge  the  opi- 
nion,  that  a  plea  was  to  be  put  in  ro    the  jurifdiaion;    and   that  it    was 
rime  to  oppofe  any  proccfTes  ot  the  court  at  the  initant  they  operated  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  revenue;  and  that  in  this  initance,  it  could  not  be  until  a 
capias  was  iflued  againft  the  Rajah  of  Coflijurah.     And  being  afked,  about 
what  time  this  conversion  parted  in  council  ?  laid,  he  thinks  it  happened  at 
the  firft  confultation  on  the  Coflijurah  caufc,  at  the  time  that  the  opinion  o( 
the  advocate  general  was  lent  to  the  collector  ot  Midnaporc,  with  inltru^tions 
from  the  council  to  follow  it.     Your  committee  then  afKcd  Mr.  Barwell,  if 
the  council  general  were  unanimous  in  opinion  relative  to  the  mode  of  pro-  • 
ceeding  in  the  Coflijurah  caufc?   he  faid,  that  their  acquicfccnce  was  unani- 
mous, to  give  effect  to  the  law  opinion  of  the  advocate  general.     Your  com- 
mittee obferved  to  Mr.  Barwell,  that  he  had  faid,  that  the  opinion  of  the  ad- 
vocate general,  which  over-ruled  his  opinion,  was  partly  grounded  on  matter 
of  law,  and  partly  ftate  neceflity.     He  was  then  alked,  w  hcthcr  he  thought 
the  ftate  neceflity  for  fuch  ads  did  really  cxift?  he  laid,  he  did  not  think  in 
the  firft  inftance  it  did  cxift;  and  added,  that  the  mere  putting  in  a  plea  to 
the  jurifdidtipn,  does  not  require  the  prefencc  of  the  perfon  againft  whom 
the  procefs  of  the'  court  iflues,  nor  docs  it  involve  the  revenue;  but  if  that 
plea  was  over-ruled,  or  if,  through  ignorance,  or  by  any  operation  of  the  lawf 
the  party  that  ought  to  put  in  the  plea,  was  to  be  brought  down  to  Calcutta, 
in  fuch  cafe,  the  ftate  neceflity  mult  compel  the  government  to  rclilt  the  pro- 
cefs of  the  court,  or  fubmit  to  a  certain  lofs  in  the  revenue.     He  was  then 
alked,  if  in  his  opinion,  when  thefe  acls  ot  refinance  were  ordered  upon  the" 
advocate  general's  opinion,  no  fuch  ftate  neceflity  c  lifted?  he  anfwered,  no* 
ftate  neceflity  certainly  did  cxift  at  the  time;  notice  or  public  proclamation*.'. 
was  made  of  a  certain  description  of  men,  not  being  fubjeel  to  the  jurif-. . 
(diction— he  believed  that  proclamation  went  no  farther  than  mere  informa- 
tion to   that  defcription  of  men.      Being  then  afkcJ,  if  the  ftate  neceflity 
exifted  at  the  time  that  orders  were  font  to  Midnapore,  and  to  Lieutenant-. 
Colonel  Ahmuty  ?   he  faid,  that  it  certainly  did  cxilt  in  that  ltage  of  the  bu- 
finefs,  becaufe  writs  of  capias  and  fcqueftration  had  been  i lilted  by  the  court 
againft  the  Rajah,  and  had  he  been  forcibly  feized,  it  would  have  afforded 
an  excufe  to  every  man  dependent  on  "him,  and  at  all  connected  with  the  re-  \ 
Tenue,  to  have  charged  a  great  lofs  of  revenue  to  the  confulion  confequentj 
on  fuch  an  act.     Being  alked,  if  a  plea  to  the  jurifdiction  might  not  have 
prevented  the  ifluing  the  fcqueftration,  and  conicqneinly  that  ueccflky  ?   he 
laid,  it  certainly  might,  becaufe  thofe  acts  of  the  court  were  limply  to  com- 
pel an  appearance  to  the  jurifdiction.     Mr.  Barwell  was  allied,  if  that  was  his 
opinion  at-thetime?  he  faid,  it  was  his  opinion  at  the  time:  when  the, ,£pV- 
vcrnment  was  committed,  by  the  notice  given  to  all  the  officers  oXjJjbe'f •• , 
venue  and  zemindars  of  the  country,  in  the  firit  inltauce,  it  could  nqi- •after**  )* 
wards  recede,  without  producing  evils  of  a  nature  that  mull  have  anninilaJwLr 
the  authority  of  the  government,  by  bringing  their  orders  into  contempt  anifti 
difrepute;  he  added,  that  the  fuprcmc  court  was  obliged  to  fupport  it^dWn?-, 
authority:  and  the  governor  general  and  council  compelled,  circumft* 
as  it  was,  to  keep  up  the  reputation  of  its  powers  throughout  the  pny 
Being  afked,  if  he  recorded  that  opinion  in  the  council  ?  faid,  that  he 

Nnn2  •-.".. 


46o  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781. 

not  know  that  he  did.     He  was  afked,  if  the  council  general  encouraged  the 
Rajah  of  Coffijurah  not  to  plead  to  the  jurifdiclion?   faid  that  the  council 
general  dire&ed  the  opinion  of  the  law  officer  to  be  given  to  him,  and  the 
general  notice  that  was  iflued  to  all  the  zemindars,  was  properly  an  encourage- 
ment to  reiifl  the  jurifdi&ion.     Being  afked,  if  the  Rajah  of  Coffijurah  had 
pleaded  to  the  jurifdi&ion  at  firft,  whether  many  of  the  fubfequent  mifchiefs 
might  not  have  been  prevented  ?  anfwered,  they  certainly  might,  for  the  pro- 
cefles  of  the  court  were  to  compel  appearance.     Being  afked,  at  what  time 
the  capias  originally  iffued  again  it  the  Rajah  ?  faid,  the  firft  procefs  iflucd  a 
little  before  that  period  of  time  when  the  advocate  general  was  confuked  by 
the  council  general,  and  notice  given  to  the  zemindars.     Being  afked^  what 
would  have  been  the  confequences,  if  the  Rajah  had  not  found  bail  ?  faid, 
that  he  would  in   that  cafe  have  become  the  fheriff's  prifoner,   and  been 
brought  to  Calcutta,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  revenue.     Being  afked, 
if  he  knew  in  what  fum  he  was  held  to  bail?  faid,  in  a  confiderable  fum,  he 
could  not  charge  his  memory  with  the  amount.     Being  afked,  if  the  Rajah 
Could  eafily  have  found  fuch  bail?  faid,  that  the  government  on  fuch  an  ec- 
cafion  mull  have  been  bail;  and  added,  that  if  the  Rajah  had  looked  for  it 
elfewhere,   it  would   have  been  attended  with  confiderable   charge.     The 
committee  then  afked  Mr.  Barwell,  what  fteps  did  he  take,  to  get  the  Rajah 
to  plead  to  the  jurifdi&ion,  in  order  to  prevent  the  confequences  which  fol- 
lowed ?  who  faid,  that  he  had  not  taken  any  fteps  to  influence  the  Rajah  to 
plead  to  the  jurifdidtion;    he  added,  that  the  line  of  conduct  recommended 
by  the  company's  law  officer,  and  adopted  by  the  council  general,  precluded 
any  fteps  that  could  poffibly  be  taken  to  fuch  an  end.     Being  afked,  if  he 
thought  himfelf  in  his,  capacity  as  counfellor,  as  good  a  judge  of  what  was 
neceflary  to  .the  well-being  of  the  ftate  at  any  lawyer?  he  anfwered,  that  if 
a  long  refidence,  and  a  long  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  Bengal,  could 
be  fuppofed  to  give  him  fuperior  information  to  gentlemen  not  fo  long  con- 
verfant  in  the  interefts  of  the  government,  he  certainly  mu ft  have  fuppofed 
himfelf  as  well  qualified  as  any  lawyer  to  judge  of  the  well-being  of  the 
ftate.     And  being  afked,  whether  he  thought  that  the  a£ls  of  the  judges  in 
the  cafe  of  the :  Rajah  of  Collijurah,  were  illegal,  and  an  ufurpation  of  ju- 
risdiction ?    he,  faid,  that  he  thought  the  judges  were  authorized  "under  the 
charter,  and  that  their  acts  do  not  properly  deferve  the  epithets,  illegal,  or 
an  unfurpation  of  jurifdidtion  ;  that  he  thought  they  had  the  power  within 
themfelves  of  moderating  their  proceedings  on  fuch  occafions.      He  added, 
that  this  was  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  poffibly  he  might  have  fallen  into 
an  error,  in  relation  to  their  power  of  moderating  jtheir  proceedings.    ^Reing 
afked  by  your  committee,  if  he  thought  it  his  indifpenfable  duty  to  give  the 
court  every  kind  of  oppofition  in  that  affair?  he  faid,  that  after  the  govern- 
ment was  committed,  and  notice  given  to  the  zemindars,  it  flood  pledged  for 
their  protection;  and  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fupre me  judica- 
ture, confequent  to  it,  mull  have  materially  affected  the  revenue,  if  they  had 
operated ;  he  therefore  conceived  it  to  be  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  govern- 
ment to  refift  the  court:  he  added,  that  he  did  not  think  it  was  neceflary 
that  the  government  fliould  have  been  committed.      Your  committee  then 
alked  Mr.  Barwell,   what  meafurcs  he  purfued  to  prevent  the  government 
from  being  committed?  he  faid,  that  he  had  already  ftated,  that  he  had  ex- 
1  pre  fled 
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preflcd  his  private  fentiments,  and  that  the  law  officers  to  whom  the  company 
had  intruded  the  fupport  of  their  rights,  had  over-ruled  that  opinion.  Being 
liked,  if  the  council  general  had  ever  confulted  the  judges  upon  matter  of 
law?  (aid,  he  could  recollect  only  one  inllance,  viz.  the  convullion  with 
Which  the  government  was  threatened  by  the  aflumption  of  the  place  of 
governor  general  by  Sir  John  Clavering ;  at  that  time  he  believed  the  judges 
were  called  upon*  Being  aiked,  it  they  gave  ;;n  opinion  ?  faid,  they  did. 
Being  asked,  whether  the  council  general  conquered  it  :is  valid,  and  acted 
upon  it?  he  faid,  the  council  acted  independent  of  that  opinion;  and  added, 
that  they  took  it  to  give  weight  to  the  determinations  they  had  previoufly 
formed,  ^becaufe  the  members  of  that  council  were  equally  divided,  two  and 
two;  the  governor  general  and  Sir  John  Clavering  being  parties: 

Your  committee  then  asked  Mr.  Barwell,  whether  he  would  have  thought 
it  neceffary  to  follow  that  law  advice,  if  it  had  not  been  con  ion  ant  to  the 
previous  refolution?  who  faid,  the  council,  that  is,  the  governor  aru  himiclf, 
againft  Sir  John  Clavering  and  Mr.  Francis,  had  no  doubt  as  ro  the  propriety 
0?  its  proceeding;  but  as  Sir  John  Clavering  held  the  command  in  c<\')ct'  of 
the  army,  the  council  thought  it  incumbent  i^pon  them  to  preclude  tne  pr-t  i- 
bility  of  a  doubt  upon  the  powers  they  excrcifed:  he  added,  he  kiK-v.  ..!.  tt 
had  not  meafures  been  inltantly  taken  to  fecure  the  garrilbn  of  Fort -V*.  \h} .^n, 
and  to  have  guarded  the  officer  commanding  in  it,  t'.ut  an  order  would  have 
been  itTued  by  General  Clavering  (which  was  already  penned)  to  have  •  Ven 
the. command  of  that  garrifon  from  the  governor  general — That  had  the  opi- 
nion of  t}ie  judges  been  againlt  the  fentiments  he  entertained  as  to  the  legal 
powers  of  what  he  deemed  the  majority  of  the  council,  that  he  certainly 
would  have  followed  that  opinion,  through  conviction  that  it  would  have  been 
his  duty.  Being  asked,  whether  he  coniidertd  the  judges  as  competent  by  law 
to  decide  upon  a  plea  to  their  own  jurifdiction  ?  faid,  he  thought  the  charter 
cxpreffly  directs  that  they  (hall  decide  that  qucftion — That  his  opinion  as  to 
their  competency  is  founded  merely  on  the  charter.  Being  asked,  whether  Sir 
John  Day,  in  the  opinion  he  had  given,  declared,  that  the  oppofition  which 
he  advifed  to  the  procefs  of  the  court,  was  in  itfclf  ftrictly  legal,  even  though 
the  judges  had  exceeded  the  powers  given  them  by  the  charter?  faid,  he 
could  not  fpeak  fo  pointedly  to  the  opinions  of  Sir  John  Day,  as  they  are  ex- 
pretfed  upon  the  records  of  the  company — The  firft  opinion  on  this  fubject, 
IS,  he  believes,  limited  to  a  declaration,  that  a  certain  description  of  men  are 
not  the  objects  of  the  jurifdiction,  and  that  it  depends  on  them  to  re  lift  it; 
it  does  not  advife  the  council  to  the  refinance,  but  it  commits  the  council,  by 
the  notice  the  council  iifued  upon  it.  In  the  next  opinion,  when  the  court 
of  judicature  proceeded  to  enforce  its  procefs  upon  the  ltatc  of  facts  at  that 
time,  he  approved  the  refiftancc  in  the  council,  and  the  manner  in  which  ic 
ought  to  be  made — The  firft  opinion  was  declared  by  Sir  John  Day  to  be 
ftrictly  legal;  the  fecond,  he  thinks,  was  not  fo;  it  was  upon  the  ftate  neeef- 
fity.  Being  aflced,  if  Sir  John  Day  had  argued  that  point  of  jurifdiction  be- 
fore the  judges,  and  they  had  over-ruled  his  plea,  and  affirmed  their  jurifdic- 
tion, would  he  not  have  thought  himfelf  bound,  as  a  counfellor  and  a  fervant 
of  the  company-,  to  acquiefce  in  that  determination,  until  the  matter  fliould 
have  been  decided  by  the  king  and  council  upon  appeal?  faid,  he  fliould  cer- 
tainly have  acquiesced,  and  propofed  an  appeal.    Being  asked,  if  he  moved 


462  '       PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781- 

in  council,  that  Sir  John  Day,  advocate  general,  fhould  fupport  the  Rajah  of  j 
Coffijurah's  plea  to  the  juriidiction  ?  faid,  he  did  not  move  it;  that  fuch  plea 
was  precluded  by  the  notice  ifltied  by  the  council,  with  the  advice  of  Sir  John 
D|y.  \  Being  asked,  if  he  approved  the  i  filling  of  that  notice  ?    faid,  he  had 
alfeajdy  aniweredthis  queftion.    Being  asked,  when  Sir  John  Day  gave  his  firft 
opinion,  which  was  confined  to  matter  of  law  merely,  he  propofed  the  matter 
of  law  fhould.be  pleaded  to  the  jurifdicYion  ?  faid,   he  did  not;    the  very  ad-  , 
vice  precluded  the  plea  to  the  jurifdidtion.     Being  asked,  if  he  advifed  the  ■ 
re-confideration  of  that   part  of  the    opinion   that  feems  to  recommend  re-  '. 
fiftar.ee  rather  than  a  legal  plea  ?   faid,  he  did  not ;  the  law  officer  appointed  by 
the  cornpanyhad  declared  the  law,  and  pointed  out  the  line  of  conduct  for  go- 
vernment.    Being  asked,  whether  it  was  his   opinion,   that  the  judges,  in 
claiming  fuch  jurifdicYion,  had  exceeded  their  legal  powers  beforp  this  opinion 
of  the  advocate  general  was  given  ?  faid,  as  he  underftood  the  charter  of  juf- 
tice,  every  native  falls  within    the  jurifdiction   of   that  court,  fo  far  as  to 
be  cited  ;  and  that  it  depends  on  the  judges  of  the  court,  to  declare  whether 
they  are  objects  or  not  objects  of  the  jurifdicYion.     The  committee  then  ob- 
ferved  to  Mr.  Bar  well,  that  this  being  his  opinion,  and  the  opinion  alfo  of  the 
judges,  did  he  not  think  that  they  were  in  Bengal  the  laft  refort  and  final 
judges  in  all  matters  of  law  ?  faid,  he  certainly  did  ;  but  the  directors  of  the 
company  having  fent  out  a  gentleman  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fupporting 
their  rights,  and  the  rights  of  government,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  govern- 
ment of  that  country  to  fupport  and  affift  that  law  officer  to  the  utmoft  of  its 
means;  his  opinions  had  been- invariable,  until  the  inftant  Sir  John  Day  de- 
clared, that  a  certain  defcription    of    men  might  refift   the    procefs  of  the 
.  court,  though  in  contradiction  to  the  public  declared  opinion  of  the  judges* 
becaufe  it  advifes  the  counfel  to  conteft  that  claim  advanced  by  the  judges, 
and  muft  naturally  force  a  decifion  from  this  country.     Being  afked,  whether 
that  decifion    might  not   have  been  obtained  by  a  plea  and  appeal,  without 
force  ?  faid,  in  his  apprehenfions  it  might,  though  poilibly  not  fo  inftanta- 
neoufly  and  directly.     Being  afked,  if  he  had  preferred  the  method  of  force  on 
account  of  the  certainty  and  promptitude  of  decifion  ?  faid,  he   did  not  give 
that  preference  ;.  he  acquiefced  limply  in  the  advice  of  the  law  officer,  and 
the  preference,  if  any,  muft  be  imputed  to  him,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
council  of  the  fame  opinion.     Being  asked,  if  having  committed  any  act  con- 
trary to  the  declared  opinion  of*  a  legal  and  competent  court  of  juftice,  he 
could    be  juftified  in   law  by   having    followed   the   opinion  ,of  any  lawyer 
whatibever  ?   laid,  that  if  any  community  of  men  entrufte.d  any  particular  in- 
tert'fts  to  an  individual,  and  he  a£led  under  the  orders  of  that  community,  he 
thought  it  a  fuificient  plea  to  exonerate  him  from  the  confequences  of  follow- 
ing that  perfon  ;  and  the  community  who  appointed  him,  in  juftice  and  honour 
are  bound  to  bear  him  harmlefs.     Being  asked,  if  they  could  do  fo  in  a  crimi- 
nal procefs  ?  he  faid,  they  undoubtedly  could  not.    feeing  asked,   at    whofe 
defire  an  attorney  general  was  appointed  ?  faid,  that  the  application,  in  thefirft 
inftance,  was  from  Sir  John  Clavering,  Mr.  Monfon,  and  Mr.  Francis  ;.  it  was 
afterwards  recommended    by    the  council   at-  large    to  the  court  of   direc- 
tors.    Being  asked,  if  the  court  of  directors  inflructed  the  governor  general 
and  council  to  follow  the  opinion  of  the  advocate  general  againft  the  decifions 
of  the  fupreme  court  ?  faid,  No,  it  would  have  been  an  abfurdity  ;  the  Eaft 
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Company  are  equally  bound  by  thofe  decifions  with  the' other  members 
le  community.  Being  afked,  if  the  act  of  parliament  and  charter  of 
e  did  not  orcer  all  the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the  company  to  be 
g  in  the  execution  of  the  procefs  of  the  fuprcmc  court?  laid,  he  hoped 
ommittee  would  allow  him,  in  reply  to  this  querlion,  to  refer  to  the  char- 
f  juiticc,  p.  39,  which  directs  obedience  in  all  things  to  the  fupreme 
:  of  judicature  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  to  all  perfons  belonging  to  the 

fubjects  of  the  crown,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 
I  afked,  if  Coffinaut  Baboo  was  denied  juftice  by  the  governor  general 
council  in  the  proceedings  between  him  and  the  Rajah  Soondernarain  ? 

he  was  not  denied  juflice  ;  the  caufc  was  under  examination  •;  and  it  was 

fome  doubts  and  proofs  demanded  of  the  debt  llatcd  againft  the  Rajah, 
id  the  notes  and  figned  papers  produced,  that  he  left  the  council,  and 
:  his  application  to  the  fupreme  court.  Being  afked,  how  long  the  caufe 
)een  under  examination  before  the  governor  general  and  council  ?  faid, 
>r  fix  months.  Being  alked,  if  Mr.  Pearce,  collector  at  Midnapore*  was 
red,  in  any  of  the  proceeding!  of  this  caufe,  with  corruption  ?  faid,  he 
«red  not ;  Coffinaut,  he  thinks,  in  one  of  his  petitions,  has  either  ob- 
ly  hinted  that  he  was  partial  to  the  Rajah,  or  he  heard  him  affirm  this  at 
:ouncil  board,  upon  the  ftatement  of  an  account  that  was  received  from 
tapore,  frating  the  produce  of  the  Rajah's  eftate  whilfl  he  wat  a  minor, 
svenucs  he  had  paid  into  the  public  treafury,  and  the  balance  remaining. 
r  alked,  if  there  appeared  to  him  any  fufficient  reafon  for  fufpecting  Mr. 
:e  of  any  fuch  partiality  ?   faid,  not  in  the  lead. 

:orgc  Vanlitrart,  Efq.  being  then  examined,  informed  your  committee, 
ie  had  refided  fifteen  years  in  India,  from  1761  to  1776— That  he  had 

in  the  company's  fervice — That  he  was  in  the  council  of  Calculta— . 

he  was  chief  of  Midnapore  from  1767  to  1770 — That  the  revenues 
g  from  tlue  diitrict  of  the  Rajah  of  Coilijurah,  formed  a  part  of  his  col- 
ms — That  the  Rajah  was  the  mod  conlidcrablc  landholder  in  that  diftrict, 
tvenue  being  m  >re  than  double  that  of  any  other  zemindar,  and  that  he 
)ways  treated  with  a  "great  deal  of  refpect.  Then  being  afked,  in  what 
er  any  balances  of  revenue  that  might  be  due  in  the  Rajah  of  Coffijurah's 
t  were  colle<£be^l  ?  faid,  that  there  never  was  any  balance  due  in  that  dif- 
jduring  the  time  he  was  at  MiJnapore,  the  Rajah  having  paid  his  reve- 
runctually,  according  to  his  engagements.  The  witnefs  farther  faid,  that 
iiGunt  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  Rajah  was  one  hundred  and  eighty 
and  Sicca  rupees,  or  about  twenty  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  The  wit- 
eing  alked,  what  is  the  extent  of  the  diftrict  of  Midnapore  ?  faid,  about 
re  of  Yorkfhire,  including  the  mountainous  diftrict..  Being  afked,  w he- 
there  were  many  zemindars  of  confiderable  property  in  the  Midnapore 
t  ?   faid,  that  the  zemindaries  in  that  difhict  arc  in  general  very  fmali — 

excepting  thofe  of  Coilijurah,  Midnapore,  and  Minochouda,  he  believes 
imounting  to  fifty  thoufand  rupees — That  there  are  fome  fo  fmall  as  one 
ind,  and  thefe  arc  called  talookdars.  Being  asked,  whether,  before  the 
(h  became  poAcUed  of  the  Dewannee,  by  treaty  with  the  Great  Mogul, 
•mindars  were  confide  red  as  the  fervants  or  officers  of  thofe  exercifing 
urisdi&ion  ?  the  witnefs  anfwered,  not  as  fervants  or  officers,  but  land- 
's, who  paid  them  their  flated  rents — that  when  the  rerenue  jurisdiction 
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was  codec!  to  the  Englifh,  they  were  not  undcrftood  to  be  thereby  invefted  with 
any  other  power  or  authority  than  what  ufually  accompanied  fuch  jurifdiction. 
Being  afked,  win  tier  the  capital  Rajahs  of  the  country  were  hot  formerly 
conliderecl  as  fubordinate  princts,  who  exercifed  juftice,  and  maintained 
armies  ?  The  witnefs  faid,  many  of  them  may  certainly  have  been  confidercd 
as  tributary  princes  ;  the  government  very  little  interfered  with  them  in  the 
management  of  their  diitricts.  He  farther  laid,  that  it  was  not  ufual,  in  the 
time  of  the  IVTahomedan  government,  to  arreft  the  perfon",  break  into  the 
koufes,  and  feize  upon  the  goods  of  fuch  Rajahs,  in  ordinary  procefs  for 
debt  ;  nor  was  it  ufual  in  the  intermediate  fpace  *>f  time,  between  the  cefla* 
tion  of  the  Mahomedan  government,  and  the  arrival  of  the  judges  in  Bengal. 
That  it  was  ufual  for  parties,  accomptants  to  the  revenue,  to  have  their  ac- 
counts liquidated  by  the  chiefs,  or  reiidents  appointed  by  the  governor  and 
council,  in  the  various  diftricts  of  the  country—That  in  the  diftrid  of  Mid- 
napore,  the^  fir  ft  jurifdiction  was  that  of  the  rcfident  ;  and  that  if  the  party 
was  diftatisfied  with  his  decision,  he  might  apply  to  a  gentleman  of  the  Cal- 
cutta council,  who  had  the  office  of  collector  general ;  and  that,  if  frill  dhTa- 
tisfied, he  might  apply  to  the  governor  and  council  at  large  in  their  revenue 
department,  who  held  a  court  competent  finally  to  adjuft  and  to  decree  pay- 
ment of  the  balances  rh^it  fhould  appear  due.  The  witnefs  being  afked*  whe- 
ther he  was  converfant  in  the  mode  of  money  dealing  in  that  country  ?  faid, 
he  never  made  it  his  particular  ftudy,  but  has  only  that  information  he  ac- 
quired in  his  bufinefs — That  it  is  very  much  the  practice  for  the  zemindars, 
talookdars,  and  ryots,  to  borrow  money  for  the  annual  charges  attending  their 
feveral  concerns — That  mod  of  them  have  debts  of  an  old  ftanding,  to  a 
very  large  amount — That  money  is  advanced  to  them  by  the  fhroffs,  at  in- 
tereft,  and  that  twenty-four  per  cent,  per  annum  is  reckoned  a  moderate  in- 
teveil — That  if  Englifh  procefs  wss  immediately  ifTued  for  the  compulforj 
payment  of  all  thole  debts,  upon  the  principles  upon  which  debts  are" reco- 
vered in.  England,  the  witnefs  believes  almoft  every  zemindar  in  the  country 
.would  be  imprifoned,  the  ryots  would  be  difperfed,  and  the  company  would 
not  receive  a  fourth  part  of  their  prefent  revenue — That  it  has  been  confi- 
dercd as  a  part  of  policy  and  juftice  tofecure  the  payment  of  the  rents  to  the 
company,  before  the  debts  to  individuals  are  fuftered  to  affect  the  land  or 
goods  ;  and  that  this  wys  the  practice  before  the  ccfiion  of  the  Dewanneeto 
the  company,  as  well  as  fince —  I  hat  the  government  always  gave  every  aifif- 
tance  in  their  power  to  the  recovery  of  private  debts,  coniiftent  with  the 
fecurity  of  the  revenue  ;  but  as  it  would  often  happen,  that  private  debts 
could  not  be  recovered,  without  a  lofsto  the  public  revenue,  difficulties  would 
of  courie  arifc  ;  and  as  to  the  debts  of  very  old  (landing,  they  havcgenerally 
hern  held  as  defperate,  and,  indeed,  have  been  cRfcountenanced,  and  con- 
iklercd  to  a  rife  from  u  fury,  and  fcarccly  allowed  to  be  juft  demands.  Then 
being  afked,  whether  the  fame  .policy  had  been  obferved  in  re i peel  to  the 
balances  of  revenue,  and  the  debts  due  by  the  zemindars  to  government  remit- 
ted to  them  ?  the  witnefs  faid,  where  there  has  been  a  conviction  of  the  ina- 
bility of  a  zemindar  to  pay  his  arrears,  it  has  frequently  been  done,  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  any  fe verity  would  tend  only  to  difcourage  him  from  the 
cultivation  of  his  lands — That  ^n  the  frontiers  of  the  provinces,  particular 
jnftances  have  occurred,  where  zemindars,  preffed  for  the  payment  of  their 
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balances,  have  fled  the  country  ;  and  on  the  appointment  of  a  colle&er  to  de- 
mand the  rents  immediately  from  the  ryots,  many  of  thefe,  as  they  are  in  ge- 
neral attached  to  their  zemindars,  have  followed  their  zemindar,  and  made 
hoftile  incuriions  on  the  remaining  inhabitants  ;  and  that  the  dilli  id  has,  in 
confluence,  fo  far  gone  to  ruin,  that  the  government  has  been  obliged  to 
enter  into  a  negotiation  with  the  old  zemindar,  and  to  receive  him  back  on 
almoft  hit  own  terms,  to  prevent  the  total  defolaticn  of  the  dittricl.  The 
witnefs  farther  adds,  that  he  thinks  indif  criminate  execution  iflucd  for  pri- 
vate debts  would  produce  the  fame  effect — That  before  the  appointment  of 
the  funervifors  and  collectors  in  1770,  the  revenue  accounts  were  fettled,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  in  the  Bengal  province,  by  the  Dewan  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  relident  at  the  Durbar ;  and  in  the  Bahar  pro- 
vince, by  the  Dewan  Sitta  Broy,  with  the  approbation  of  the  chief  of  Patna 
—That  this  defcription  relates  to  all  the  country,  except  the  ceded  lands, 
that  is,  Burdwan,  Midnapore,  Cliittagong,  and  the  Calcutta  pergunnahs— * 
That  caufes  of  private  property,  not  relating  to  the  revenue,  were  tried  in 
the  firft  inftance,  during  the  fame  period,  in  the  fame  manner  as  revenue  dis- 
putes, but  a  reference  was  always  made  to  perfons  converfant  in  the  cuftomt 
and  laws  of  the  Mahomedans  and  Gentoos,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
caufe  in  queftion,  who  decided  by  the  laws  and  coftoms  of  the  Mahomedans 
where  they  were  concerned,  and  by  thofe  of  the  Gentoos  where  they  were 
concerned— -That  thofe  laws  were  materially  different  from  the  Englifh  law 
—That  neither  the  parties  nor  juges  couid  be  fuppofed  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  Englifh  law.  Then  the  witnefs  being  afked,  what  method  wn?  JoHowed 
by  the  creditor  of  a  principal  Rajah,  for  recovering  his  money,  b:forethe 
Dewannec  was  ceded  to  the  company  ?  Informed  your  co 'nmitt:  e,  that  the 
perfbn  who  lent  his  money  to  the  Rajah  muft  have  truftcd  i-j  the  Rajah's 
nonour,  knowing  that  there  was  no  jurifdic'tion  wnich  would  inforcc  the 'pay- 
ment by  any  violent  procefs.  Being  afked,  whether,  before  the  an ■■.■»?!  of 
the  judges  in  Bengal,  there  was  not  a  large  trade  carried  ou  \r.  -\\\  puns  of 
the  country,  much  money  dealing,  and  much  credit  given  ?  The  uitnefs  an- 
fweted,  there  certainly  was. 

Your  committee  then  examined  Charles  William  Boughton  Roufe,  Efq. 
a  member  of  your  committee  :  who  being  aiked,  whether  under  the  Mogul 
gevernment  a  zemindar  was  confidered  as  a  collector  of  revenue,  and  a  ier- 
vant  of  the  flatc,  or  as  a  landholder  ?  informed  your  committee,  that  he  is 
not  quite  certain  about  the  fnlt  origin  of  zemindars  ;  but  h«:  is  very  certain, 
that  ever  fince  the  fubjcc"lion  of  Bengal  to  the  Mogul  government,  they  have 
geen  confidered  as  the  hereditary  landholders  of  the  country — That  in  Ben- 
gal they  arc  moftly  Gentoos,  very  few  Mahomedans — That  Ja  Mahomedan 
may  become  zemindar  by  purehafc — That  in  the  province  af  Bahar  he  be- 
lieves there  are  many  Mahomedan  zemindars.  Then  being  afked.  iT  thofe 
zemindaries  were  considered  as  fubject  to  fale  for  debt,  without  the  confent  of 
government  ?  he  faid,  mod  certainly  not  ;  that  fome  have  been  fold  iince 
(  after  the  company  became  pofTefrcd  of  the  Dewannce  )  by  order  of  the  go- 
vernor general  and  council,  for  deficiencies  of  the  public  revenue,  but  that  the 
government  has  always  been  very  tender  of  coming  to  that  extremity— That 
the  diftruSts  of  Cherolea  and  Mudode  were  fold  in  1776,  and  the  new  pur- 
chafer  confirmed  in  pofTeflion  by  an  inftrument  of  the  governor,  called  a  fun- 
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nud  ;  but  fuch  was  the  attachment  of  the  inhabitants  to  their  old  zemindar,   , 
that  they  revolted  againft  the  new  purchafer,  who  was  not  cftablifhed  in  pof- 
ferlionbut  by  a  military  force  ;  and  a  great  difheiency  was  occafioned  in  the 
revejufc  ofthofc  diftricts.     Then  being  afked,  whether  fince  the  late  letting 
the   :.rm->  in  1772,  upon  advanced  rents,  the  quality  of  the  zemindars  has  been 
ib  :-r  ilccicd  as  to  make  them  confidered  as  officers  of  revenue,  and  fervants 
cf  government  ?     The  witnefs  replied,  that  he  thinks  not  in  any  refpeel; 
that  beficcs,  at  the  expiration  of  that  farming  term  of  five  years,  government 
faw  the  expediency  of  rcftoring  the  lands  to  the  poiTeffion  of  the  ancient  ze- 
mindars, rather  than  entrufl  them  with  temporary  tenants  ;  and  that,  in  the 
fettlcinent  made  for  the  Dacca  province,  in  October  1777,  the  provincial  coun- 
cil, (of  which  the  witnefs  had  the  honour  to  be  chief)  have  this  paragraph  in 
their  letter  to  the  governor  general  and  council,  "  Wc  have  the  pleafure  to  re- 
mark, that  in  the  end  not  one  fingle  pergunnah  was  given  in  farm." — That  it  was 
always  his  opinion,  that  the  deprivation  of  the  ancient  zemindars  was  both  im- 
politic and  injuft — That  the  number  of  zemindars  in  the  Dacca  province,  who 
pay  the  revenue  immediately  to  government,  mud  be  about  four  hundred,  fome 
great,  fome  fmall,'  the  largeft  of  them  not  paying  a  revenue  of  above  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  a  year — That  the  capital  zemindars  in  the  Dacca  province  and 
other  provinces  he  is  acquainted  with,  are  confidered  as  men  af  rank — That 
they  are  very  much  refpected  throughout  the  country  ;  that  obedience  is  paid 
to  their  power  aud  influence  ;    and  that  the  attachment  of  the  inhabitants 
to  their  zemindar  amounts  almoft  to  devotion — That  in  refpect  to  the  powers 
they  exercife,  the  patent  of  confirmation  which  is  given  to  every  zemindar, 
under  the  authority  of  the  Nazim  or  Mogul's  viceroy,  and  Dewanor  Mogul's 
receiver  general.  <lefcribes  their  functions,  and  gives  them  a  very  confiderablc 
jurifdiction  ;  and  that  it  was  under  the  fandlion  of  that  patent,  that  the  En- 
glifh  company  exercifed  civil  and  criminal  jurifdiction  in  that  country,  pre- 
vious to  the  inflitution  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  ;  and  that  the  cri- 
minal court  which  they  held  before  the  acquifition  of  the  Dewannee,  was 
called  the  zemindary  court — That  the  witnefs  believes  this  fyftem  has  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  Mogul  empire  ever  fincc  the  reign  of  Akbar,  very  near 
two  hundred  years  ago,  who  formed  a  fyftem  of  regulations  which  have  been 
much  refpected  ever  fince.     Being  alked,  whether  the  zemindars  are  looked 
upon  by  the  people  who  live  under  them  as  their  natural  hereditary  protec- 
tors, connected  with  them  in  blood  and  manners,  or  a  fet  of  people  acting  as 
mere  fervants  of  government,  who  they  think  want  the  interpofition  of  a 
ftrong  power  to  prevent  their  oppreflions  ?     The  witnefs  anfwered,    that  the 
inhabitants  are  generally  diiTatisfied,  if  a  fervant  of  government  is  fent  to 
fuperiede  the  power  of  the  zemindar  ;  and  he  does  not  think  the  zemindars 
in  general  incline  to  opprefs  their  hulbandmen,  but  rather  to  compromiie  dif* 
ficulties  with  them,  and  protect:  them — That  he  does  not  confider  zemindars 
as  collectors  of  the  revenue  for  government,  or  in  any  refpect  as  fervants  of 
the  company,  but  rather  as  hereditary  proprietors,  paying  a  fixed  tribute  to 
governement ;  that  they  are  confidered  as  the  natural  nobility  and  gentry  of 
the  country ;  but  that  the  rules  of  that  government  give  them  more  power 
than  our  conflitution  can  give  to  perfons  of  equal  rank  and  property  here. 
Being  alked,  when  the  zemindary  courts  ceafed  in  Calcutta  ?  the  witnefs  faid, 
a  new  arrangement  for  all  Bengal  was  formed  in  the  year  1772  ;  the  partieu- 
hrs  of  which,  with  the  defcription  of  aii  courts,  and  definition  ot  all  their 
1  powers, 
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powers,  are  entered  at  large  in  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Secrefy  ;  and  that  plan  continued  to  prevail  in  Calcutta  until  it  was  fuperfc- 
ded  by  the  arrival  of  his  Majefly's  judges,  and  that  the  court  of  zemindary 
continued  there  till  1772.  Being  alked,  whether  the  civil  and  criminal  ze- 
mindary courts  exifted  under  the  Mayor's  court  ?  the  witnefs  faid,  that  down 
to  the  year  1772,  anabfolute  juiifdiction  was  exercifed  within  the  diftrict  of 
Calcutta  over  the  natives,  in  a  civil  court,  called  the  court  of  Cutchery  j 
and  in  a  criminal  court,  called  the  zemindary — That  after  1772,  fimilar 
courts  were  formed,  under  the  the  title  of  Dewannee  Adaulut,  and  Phoufdary 
Adaulut.  Then  being  alked,  what  was  the  difference  in  the  menagement  of 
the  company  in  the  collection  of  their  revenues  from  the  refpective  zeminda- 
ries,  before  the  regulation  in  1777,  as  to  the  appointment  of  collectors  or 
zemindars  ?  the  witnefs  informed  your  commitce,  that  he  does  not  conceive 
that  the  word  "  appointment "  can,  in  the  moft  diftant  degree,  apply  to  ze- 
mindars ;  the  principal  alteration  which  took  place,  at  leaft  in  the  Dacca  di- 
ftrict, which  comes  moft  within  his  knowledge,  was  in  reinftating  nemindan 
who  had  before  been  difpoflefled.  Being  alked,  what  was  the  difference  in 
the  collection  of  the  revenues  between  a  collector  and  zemindar  ?  he  anfwered, 
that  the  collections  are  made  from  the  fame  Iburces  by  both  ;  but  with  regard 
to  individuals,  there  is  this  difference,  that  the  collector  receives  a  ftipulatcd 
(alary,  and  is  liable  only  for  what  he  can  collect ;  whereas  the  zemindar  col- 
lects from  his  own  proprietary  land,  and  is  liable  for  the  eftablifhed  revenue, 
whether  he  collects  it  or  not.  Being  alked,  whether  they  are  not  both  re- 
moveable  by,  and  accountable  to  the  company  ?  the  witnefs  faid,  the  power 
of  the  collector  ncceflarily  ceafes  when  his  iervice  is  performed  ;  the  pdfTef- 
fion  of  the  zemindar  is  permanent,  and  he  is  not  held  liable  to  removal,  but 
for  great  deficiencies  of  rent,  according  to  regulations  which  have  formely 
been  eftablifhed  ;  and,  as  he  has  already  informed  the  committee,  the  gover- 
nor general  and  council  (for  no  fubordinate  authority  has  the  power  to  doit) 
are  very  tender  of  proceeding  to  the  extremity  of  depriving  a  zemindar  of 
his  hereditary  zemindary.  Being  alked,  whether  in  the  zemindarics  where 
there  are  collectors  of  the  revenue,  thefe  collectors  are  treated  with  more  or 
lefs  refpect  than  the  zemindars  ?  he  faid,  if  the  queftion  means  to  apply  to 
Englilh  collectors,  thofc  pcrfons  are  confidered  as  the  immediate  fervants  of 
government ;  but  this  authority  does  not  fuperfede  that  of  the  zemindars—* 
That  the  Englilh  collectors  receive  the  rents  of  the  company,  as  Dewan  from 
the  zemindars  themfclves,  without  any  interference  with  the  cultivators  or 
under-tenants — That  natives  are  fometimes  fent  to  take  charge  of  the  lands  of 
a  zemindar,  for  default  of  payment,  and  they  arc  naturally  refpected  as  fer- 
vants of  government  muft  be ;  but  that  this  refpect  to  them  proceeds  from 
fear,  and  not  from  attachment.  Being  alked,  whether  the  fon  or  heir  of  a 
zemindar  could  be  refufed  admiffion  to  the  fucceilion  of  the  zemindary,  by 
the  Mogul  or  the  officers  of  his  government  ?  he  faid,  whilft  he  was  in  Ben- 
gal, he  made  much  enquiry  into  this  fubject,  as  being  of  the  higheft  impor- 
tance to  the  fecurity  of  property,  the  nature  of  landed  tenures  in  Bengal,  and 
the  equitable  government  of  that  country  ;  and  according  to  the  beft  infor- 
mation he  could  ever  derive  from  books,  or  from  converfation  with  the  moft 
intelligent  natives,  he  has  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  believe,  that  zemindaries  were 
always  conlidered  under  the  Mogul  government,  except  in  time  of  anarchy 
and  usurpation,  to  be  an  hereditary  property,  which  it  would  have  been  re- 
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^iftxict ;  that  he  was  treated  by  the  witnefs  with  that  refpect  that  was  due  to 
I  pcrfon  of  his  rank  and  confequence  ;  that  he  was  confidered  by  the  natives 
general  as  a  man  of  fuperior  rank  ;  that  he  was  looked  up  to  with  refpect, 
".  treated  with  deference ;  that  he  was  of  a  high  caft  of  Hindoos,  either  a 
Bain  or  a  Cuttry,  which  is  the  next  caft  to  a  Bramin  ;    that  he  believes  the 
Fsemindary  has  been  a  long  time  in  his  family  :  that  he  lives  in  a  ftate  of  gran- 
Wfeur.     Being  aflccd,  what  effect  he  conceives  the  fcrving  a  writ  by  procefs  of 
h&t  fupreme  court  upon  fuch  a  zemindar  would  have  upon  his  ryots,  or  fub- 
*- tenants  ?  he  faid,  that  the  effects  would  be  various  ;  that  he  mould  think  they 
,;;  would,    in  the  firft  inftance,  be  impreffed  with  furprife  and  horror  at  feeing 
jet  perfon  whom  they  have  always  been  taught  to  refpect  and  obey,  treated  in  a 
If"  manner  which  to  them  would  appear  an  indignity  ;  that  he  mould  alfo  con- 
[jpriye  it  would  tend  to  leflen  that  refpect  and  obedience  which  they  have  been 
^  jeeuftomed  always  to  pay  to  their  zemindar,    for  they  conlider  him  in  the 
f  light  of  a  fuperior,  who  has  a  fovereign  authority  over  them.     Being  alked, 
'.  what  effect  the  compulfive  abfence  of  a  zemindar  would  have  upon  his  zemin- 
j.dary  ?  he  faid,  it  would  depend  upon  circumftances — if  it  were  a  fudden  and 
compulfive  requifition,   at    the   critical  time  of  the  collections,  it  certainly 
would  have  a  bad  effect;  and  if  it  were  at  the  inftance  of  his  fub-tenants  or 
ilia  collectors,  it  would  have  a  ftill  worfe  effect,  by  impeding  the  collections ; 
that,  in  the  inftances  .above  alluded  to,  the  revenue  of  the  company  would 
certainly  be  injured  by  the  abfence  of  the  zemindar.     Being  alked,  whether 
the  plea  of  the  fuffe  rings  of  the  zemindar  in  perfon  or  property,  if  obliged  to 
attend  the  fummons  of  the  fupreme  court,  would  be  heard  in  mitigation  of 
arrears  due  by  him  to  the  gorvernor  general  and  council  ?  he  faid,  he  fhould 
imagine  not.     Being  aiked,  in  what  manner  procefs  would  be  ferved  upon  a 
aemindar  under   the   government,   as   eftablifhed  before    the  arrival  of  the 
judges  }  he  faicj,  it  would  depend  upon  the  circumftances  of  the  caufe,  whe- 
ther criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  it  was  a  point  relative  to  the  collections; 
and  in  all  thefe  cafes,  the  yceflity  of  his  prcfencc  would  be  confidered ;  be- 
cause, if  it  related  to   the  collections,  his  deputy  would  attend ;  fo  in  cafe  of 
debt ;  but  in  criminal  matters  the  zemindar  would  be  ordered  to  attend  him- 
fclf,  and   then  a   perwannah  would   be  iflued,    requiring  his  perfonal  atten- 
dance j  but  in  this  cafe  refpect  would  be  paid  to  his  rank  and  ftation,  for  it 
would  not  be  fent  by  a  common  meflenger,  but  by  a  choubdar ;  that  if  he 
difobeyed  this  perwannah,  a  more  peremptory  fummons  would  be  fent,  and 
the  confequences  of  his  neglect  particularly  reprefented  to  him  ;    inftcad  of 
one  choubdar,  more  would  be  fent,  and  he  would  be  threatened  with  compul- 
five meafures  ;    which,    if  he  continued  to  refift,  his  houfe  would  be  fur- 
rounded,  and  he  would  be  prevented  from  performing  his  ablutions ;  and  if 
he  came  out,  his  perfon  would  be  feized,  but  if  he  took  refuge  in  the  temples, 
or  zenana,  particular  care  is  taken  not  to  violate  thofe  places.     Then  being 
alked,  whether  zemindars  were  liable  to  perfonal  procefs  from  private  claims  ? 
the  witnefs  informed  your   committee,   that  this  point  was  agitated  by  the 
governor   and  council  about   1773,  and  feveral  queftions   propofed   by  the 
board,  in  which  this  mode  of  procefs  was  particularly  defined,  and  regula- 
tions framed  for  the  guidance  of  the  provincial  councils.     Then  being  alked, 
whether   farmers   of  lands  under  the  company  are  confidered  in    Bengal  at 
mere  collectors  of  revenue  would  be  confidered  in  England  ?    he  anfwered, 
that  in  order  to  afford  the  committee  a  fatisfactory  anfwer  to  this  queftion,  it 
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will  be  neceffary  to  give  more  than  a  bare  negative,  and  to  add  an  explanation 
of  the  tenures  in  Bengal,    for  a  parallel  can    fcarcely  be    drawn   between  a 
mere  collector  of  a  revenue  which  arifes  from  taxes  on  various  articles,  and 
a  proprietor  or  farmer  of  land,  where  the  revenue  is  paid  from  the  produce 
of  that  land.     A   zemindar    apd   landholder  in   Bengal  hath  an  hereditary 
right  to  the  diftrict  of  which  he  is  a  kind  of  feudal  lord  ;  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  produce  of  his  lands,  which  proportion  was- fixed  by  the  nabob, 
who,    to  carry  on  the  allufion,    was  the  lord  paramout,    was  ftipulated  to 
he  paid  by  the  zemindars  in  fixed  monthly  payments  ;    this  fettlement  was 
annual,   and  the  fum  fo  fixed  was  the  revenue  of  government,   all  above  be- 
longing of  courfe  to  the  zemindar  ;  when  he  had  made  his  agreement  with 
government,  he  had  then  to  make  his  own  with  the  riots  or  tenants  ;  fomc 
parts  of  his  lauds  he  might  perhaps  let  to  refponfible  people,  and  others  he 
would  hold  in  his  own  hands,  ;uid  appoint  his  own  collectors  ;  but  in  both  in- 
ftances,  the  zemindar  had  a  judicial  authority  ;  and  to  his  court  and  cutchery 
appeals  were  made,   and  complaints  were  lodged,   if  either  the  farmers,  or\ 
his  own  collectors,  opprefled  the  tenants  by  exactions,,   or  if  there  were  liti- 
gated accounts  ;   on  this  judicial  authority  was  built  the  foundation  of  that 
power,  which  was  to  enable  him  to  enforce  his  collections  ;   and  confequently 
it  met  with  every  reafonable.fupport  from  that  government,  which  wai  to 
look  to  thofe  collections  for  its  revenues.     This  is  a  very  fummary  and  gene- 
ral account  of  the  mode  of  fettlement  in  the  nabob's  government.     In  fomc 
of  the  diftricts  which  were  ceded  by  the  nabob  Cofiim  Ali  Cawn,   the  gover- 
nor and  council  adopted  the  mode  of  farming,   and  alfo  of  letting  the  lands 
on  longer  leafes,  to  the  zemindars  themfelves,   inftead  of  the  annual  fettk- 
raents  ;  however,  in  moll  parts  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  and  I  believe, 
if  I  except  Burdwan  and  the  Calcutta  pergunnahs,  I  may  fay  in  all  parts, 
the  ufual  cuftom  obtains,  of  making  fettlements  with  the  zemindars  ;   but 
then  they  have  been  lately  made  for  five  years  inftead  of  one;   and  in  Bahar 
for  life.     The  zemindar,  in  many  refpects,   refembles  a  feudal  lord ;   on  the 
birth  or  marriage  of  the  eldeft  fon,    he  was  cimplimented  by  a  contribution 
from  his  tenants,  or  rather  vaflals,  for  they  refemble  them  much  more  ;  if 
he  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Jag^ernaut  or  Benares   (places  of  worfhip)   they 
contributed  to  the  expence  of  his  journey  ;   if  he  travelled  in  his  own  dif- 
tricts,  his  table,   and  that  of  his  retinue,    was  furnifhed  by  them  ;    they  re- 
ceived him  with  the  utmolt  refpect  and  deference  ;   and  when  they  have  oc- 
cafion  to  addrefs  or  accoit  him,   they  do  it  in  the  humbleft  terms,    and  in  the 
moft  fuppliant  manner  ;   they  obey  his  fummons,   and  attend  his  ftandard  on 
any  emergency  of  danger  :  he  can  oblige  them  to  make  public  roads,  or  re- 
pair dykes  ;  he  is  anfwerable  for  all  robberies  committed  in  his  diftricts,  and 
con  fluently  the  regulation  of  the  police  partly  belongs  to  him  :    in  fhort, 
though  a  tributary  himfelf  to  the  nabob,  he  was  in  moft  points  the  lord  of 
his  own  diftrict,    and  treated  as  a  foverelgn  prince  by  his  tenants  or  vaffals, 
who  are  taught  from  their  infancy  to  owe  him  fealty,  refpect  bis  commands, 
and  obey  his  authority.     Government  had  a  power  to  fufpend  the  zemindar's 
authority  over  the  collections  of  his  lands,   in  cafes  of  mifmanagement,  and 
there  have  been  ihftances  in  which  it  hath  been  exercifed,  and  the  whole  dif- 
trict let  out  to  farm  ;  but  in  fuch  a  cafe,  and  indeed  in  all  cafes  where  a  farm 
ii  granted  by  the  company,  the  farmer  ftanda  precifely  in  the  fituation  of  a  ze- 
mindar* as  far  as  regards  the  management  of  the  collections  ;   he  appoints 
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his  own  collectors ;  he  holds  his  court  of  cutchery,  to  which  complaints  arc 
preferred,  and  in  which  litigated  accounts  arc  fettled ;  he  regulates  the  po- 
lice, and  is  refponfible  for  all  robberies  committed  in  his  farm,  if  he  does 
not  apprehend  the  thief :  he  can  ufe  certain  compulfive  meafures,  from  his 
own  authority,  to  oblige  his  tcn3nts  to  pay  their  rents,  if  they  arc  in  arrear  : 
he  enters  into  an  agreement  with  the  company  in  their  capacity  of  the  King 
of  Delhi's  dewan,  for  the  performance  of  thefe  duties,  and  they  enter  into 
one  with  him,  granting  him  the  lands,  and  thefe  privileges,  for  a  limited 
time  ;  whilft  he  perforins  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  he  is  totally  inde- 
pendent of  the  company,  free  to  act  as  he  pler.fes,  nor  have  they  die  fmalleft 
right  to  interfere  with  or  controul  his  conduct.  There  is  a  mutual  obliga- 
tion, whereby  the  contracting  parties  are  bound  to  the  performance  of  certain 
articles  ;  but  this  mutual  obligation  by  no  means  implies  the  idea  of  mailer 
and  fervant,  nor  can  it  bring  the  farmer  to  the  fituation  of  a  mere  collector 
of  revenue  in  England,  who  is  a  fcrv;»r.t  appointed  by  £jvcmmer.;  £:r  i*..c 
fimple  purpofe  of  receiving  taxes  on  certain  articles,  for  which  fer.-ice  they 
pay  him  wages,  and  can  clifinif*.  him  at  rleaiV.re.  Being  afked,  whether  any 
attention  was  paid  by  die  country  courts  to  the  il:»fons  of  the  year,  with  re- 
gard to  ifluing  perwannahs  ?  the  witnefs  faid,  that,  dur.ng  the  time  of  harv-?ilf 
the  procefs  of  court  was  fufpended  ;  and  that  in  the  country  government  it 
was  carried  ft  ill  farther,  for  at  a  particular  feafon  regular  perwannalis  were 
iflued,  declaring  the  fufpenf.on,  and  forbidding  complaints  to  be  inlHtuted 
daring  that  feafon.  Then  being  afked,  whether  the  recounts  ci*  the  fecuri- 
ties  of  zemindars  were  not  liquidated  and  adjuited  by  the  revenue  depart- 
ment ?  he  faid,  they  were,  upon  any  difr.uted  account  betwixt  zemindars  and 
their  collectors,  or  riots,  or  their  feeurities  :  that  the  mode  is  by  petition  to 
the  chief  and  council  of  the  diftrict  in  which  they  arife,  who  generally  adjuft 
them  ;  but  if  it  is  of  fullicient  confequencc,  the  provincial  council  refer  it  to 
the  governor  general  and  council  at  Calcutta,  in  their  revenue  department, 
who  decide  finally.  Being  allied,  whether,  in  cafe  cf  oppreifions  committed 
by  government's  collectors,  or  by  zemindars  or  farmers,  the  cftablifhment  of 
country  courts  affords  the  means  of  red  re  fs  to  the  opprefled  ;  and  if  any,  of 
what  nature  ?  he  faid,  the  regulations  of  the  governor  and  council  have 
amply  provided  for  rcdrefs  in  every  cafe  of  this  kind.  Then  being  afked, 
whether  under  each  provincial  dewan  there  are  public  officers,  vthofe  particu- 
lar duty  it  is  to  feminize  and  adjuil  contefted  accounts  between  zemindars 
and  the  cultivator  ;  and  if  there  are,  by  what  titles  they  are  called  ?  he  faid, 
that  the  dewan  is  an  officer  under  the  provincial  council,  and  that  there  are 
officers  under  him,  for  the  adjuftment  of  accounts  ;  that  the  aumccn  is  the 
officer ;  that  they  were  nominated  by  the  provincial  council,  and  approved 
by  the  governor  general  and  council.  Then  being  aiked,  whether,  if 
a  native  collector  or  zemindar  commits  perfonal  cruelty  upon  the  riots, 
he  is  liable  to  profecution  in  the  criminal  courts  of  the  country  govern- 
ment ?  he  faid,  this  is  alfo  provided  for  by  the  regulations  of  the  gover- 
nor and  council  above  alluded  to  ;  that  if  it  be  a  criminal  cafe,  it  is  referred 
to  the  court  of  phoufdary.  Being  afked,  from  whom  do  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  phoufdary  receive  their  appointment  ?  the  witnefs  faid,  that  the 
Naib  Soubah  receives  his  appointment  from  the  nabob,  and  all  other  officers 
from  the  Naib  Soubah.  Being  afked,  by  what  laws  the  country  courts  ad- 
minifter  juftice  between  natives,  civil  and  criminal  ?  he  faid,  between  Mahc- 
medans,   by  the  Mahomedan  law  ;   and  between  Hindoos ,  b^  xJas.  VLyjA^  \aw  • 
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Being  afked,  whether,  as  chief  of  Muxadabad,  the  country  of  the  Ranncc 
of  Radfhi  was  not  under  his  jurisdiction  ?   he  faid,  it  was,  and  that  the  ad-  , 
nual  amount  of  the  revenue  (he  paid  to  government,  was  between  220  and 
a  50,0001.     That  (he  did  not  conduct  the  public  bufinefs  of  that  tract  herfelf, 
but  it  was  tranfacted  by  her  agents ;  that  fhe  never  appeared  in  public ;  that 
he  never  faw  the  places  of  her  refidence  ;  that  (he  lives  .in  great  date ;  that 
ihe  is  a  Bramin.     Being  afked,  if  he  knew  of  any  procefs  ferved  againft  her 
in  the  country  courts,  and  what  was  the  mode  of  ferving  it  ?   he  faid,  the 
cuftomary  one,   through  the  vakeels  or  agents.     Being  afked,  in  what  light 
he  thinks  the  people  of  her  country  would  confider  a  perfonal  procefs  ferved 
on  her  by  a  ierjeant  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  ?  he  anfwered,  he 
cannot  poffibly  fay  in  what  manner  their  idea  of  the  power  of  the  fupreme 
court  might  operate,  but  he  (hould  think  they  would  refill  fuch  a  procefs,  as 
much  as  an  attempt  upon  her  life.     And  being  afked,  whether  he  is  acquainted 
with  the  money  transactions  of  the  country  ?  he  faid,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
bufinefs  they  have  come  before  him.     Being  afked,  whether  the  landed  peo- 
ple, from  the  hightefl  to  the  loweft,  are  not  in  debt  to  the  monied  people  at 
fome  period  of  the  year  ?  he  faid,  he  believes  they  are,  and  for  this  reafon, 
that  their  payments  of  revenue  are  by  monthly  inftalments  ;   that  of  courfe 
there  are  feafons  of  the  year  when  they  are  not  furnifhed  with  money  from 
the  fale  of  their  crops,  and  therefore  borrow  it  of  their  fhroffs.     Being  afked, 
what  would  be  the  confequence  of  making  the  collection  of  the  revenue  at- 
tend the  gathering  in  and  fale  of  the  crop  ?  he  faid,  that  he  has  frequendy 
heard  from  the  moil  experienced  men  in  the  country,   that  if  the  revenues 
were  not  to  be  collected  by  monthly  inftalments,  it  would  not  be  poffible  to 
collect  them  at  all.     Being  afked,  whether  that  depends  upon  the  uncertain 
time  of  the  fale  of  the  crop,  or  what  other  caufe  ?  he  faid,  that  he  cannot 
particularly  reply  to  the  caufe,  but  he  believes  that  much  depends  on  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people.     Being  afked,  whether  there  is  not  a  money  fecurity 
generally  given  by  the  zemindar  to  the  public,  at  the  time  of  letting  him  the 
lands,  and  whether  that  fecurity  has  not  fome  advantage  from  the  tranfaction  ? 
he  faid,    there  have  been  fuch  fecurities  given,  and  he  fuppofes  they  have 
fome  advantages ;   that  befides  thofe  debts  created  for  fhort  terms  upon  the 
crops,  moft  of  the  landholders  are  indebted  confiderably  to  the  money  dealers. 
Being  farther  afked,  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  landed  intereft  of  that 
country,  if  all  the  money  dealers  were  fuddenly  permitted  to  ufe  the  rigor  of 
Englifn  procefs  and  execution,   to  exact  the  payment  of  thofe  debts?    he 
faid,   he  believed  it  would  difpoflefs  all  the   principal  landholders,  and  of 
courfe  (lop  the  collections.     Being  afked,  whether  it  is  not  common  in  that 
country,  after  fome  delay,  to  add  the  intereft  to  the  principal,  and  making 
a  new  capital,  both  bearing  intereft  ?  he  anfwered,  that  it  was  the  cuftom  of 
the  country,  but  it  had  been  ftrictly  forbidden  and  provided  againft  in  the  re- 
gulations he  alluded  to  in  his  former  evidence.     Being  afked,  what  intereft  it 
is  ufual  to  take  in  that  country  ?  he  faid,  by  the  regulations  24  per  cent,  is 
limited,  but  he  believes  it  may  be  often  exceeded  according  to  the  exigency 
of  the  borrower  ;  but  they  cannot  fue  for  it  in  the  country  courts  if  it  ex- 
ceeded  24  per  cent,  for  if  they  take  more,  the  lender  forfeits  the  capital ; 
but  that  the  collufion  of  parties  does  not  make  it  eafy  to  detect  fuch  practice!, 
and  that  he  thinks  the  cuftom  has  not  been  fo  much  in  ufe  fince  the  regula- 
tion.    Being  aiked,  if  there  are  not  many  old  debts   (formed  in  that  manner) 
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flill  exifting,  and  5n  which  the  differe^c*  between  the  original  capital  and  the 
fuperadded  intcrell  will  1 c  very  cifiicult  to  be  afcrrrainrd  ?  he  (aid,  he  believes 
there  arc.  The  witnefs  having  faid,  that  the  effect  of  Englifh  procefs  and 
execution  would  be  generally  ruinous  to  the  landholders;  and  being  asked, 
what  would  be  more  favourable  in  the  ordinary  procefj  of  the  country  courts  ? 
faid,  that  the  manner  of  proceeding  is  more  lenient;  inftead  of  ifTuing  a 
capias,  they  anpl;  to  their  vakeel  or  agent;  they  enquire  of  him  the  ratine 
of  the  Gib;,  and  c.v  the  circumftanccs  attending  it;  they  do  not  think  of 
going  into  a  p  ivniptcry  pr^c-  Is.  but  do  all  they  can  to  accommodate  the  J.if- 
putc;  they  give  tie  v.  keel  ti-nc  to  ivrire  to  In-*  principal,  and  receive  his  ex- 
planation, ll,  :J  frail,  the  coiiip!  dr.*.  comes  heroic  the  c-./rr,  it  :j  contented 
with  the  ati.  lula^cc  of  the  vakeel  without  bail;  and  uu.'cfs  the  cafe  is  of  a 
very  particular  na'-'re,  they  never  injure  the.  attendance  of  thr*  zemindar; 
and  the  con  fin-  ;:eift  of  the.  vak-.il  i:  frequently  fub.iltutcd  {or  that  of  hii 
principal;  ai:d  :*!.sne  months  of  the  year,  r.err.sr.d.:K  are  e::cufed  lVo:n  all  prc- 

.  cell  ot  the  lv.!'.:;  a:.d  fuppolinjj  a  decree  to  \-z  <  i\c;i  cg..i:if;  the  z-,  mindur, 
his  land;  cv.ild  ?K-ith«T  be  fetpjciWcd  nor  fold,  wiihov.:  :■  full  vsphmruion  cf 

.  the  caiife  ar.d  time  ot  the  debt  lvi:sg  incurred,  and  cve:y  circiiv.i^nce  being 
clearly  i-;pu*;"ci.tcd  to  the  governor  general  r.nd  council,  and  "heir  previous 
function  chninrd  :  «he  g-  vcrnor  e",ene:vl  ?.r.\  council  in  thfir  regulations  hn^c 
ilrongly  rccon.mi  n-1-- d,  in  all  cafc«  cf  the  hind,  a  pvtici.l.-r  Mention  to  be 

.  paid  to  the  f.r:.  -:i:j::  of  the  zemindars,  ;is  ptii'ois  from  v.ho:n  government 
was  to  receive  ir«  reviv-ue--,  fo  that  juliice  might  be  adminicle  red,  ar.d  the 

.  public  inr.ivlt  not  be  all"--  ii-d  by  ir.  The  witnefs  farther  fays,  that  he  has 
not  heard  that  the  m^ni.-d  men  have  complained  <  f  the  want  of  a  more  vi- 
gorous and  effectual  means  for  the  recovery  ol  their  debts;  that  the  want  of 
thufe  mean*  h:.s  not  been  ft  It  a~  a  general  grievance  in  the  country.  And 
being  aak^d,  whether  the  nil  of  fuch  mcav.  would  not  contribute  to  lower 
the  rate  ot  inten.ii  in  Bengal?  [aid,  he  thinkr  the  regulations  as  at  prcfent 
eftabliihed  woi.l!  be  fullv  anfw.  rabb  to  that  purpoic.  And  being  asked, 
whether  if  Knglifli  procefs  and  law,  civil  and  criminal,  was  to  pervade  thofe 
provinces,  the  relldence  of  one  or  more  Englilh  attornies  would  not  be  ne- 

.ccflary  in  molt  of  the  towns?  he  faid,  he  fhouM  think  that  one  mull  be  the 
confcquencc  of  the  other.  Being  a-«kcd,  whether,  lie  fides  the  iiiprnd  paid 
by  the  company  to  the  cau*/.us  and  iv.uitte?-  of  t!w  provincial  courts,  they 
have  any  piivaie  practice  ?  he  faid,  they  have,  and,  in  general,  deeds  are 
not  valid  without  their  attelLrion  ;  befidcs  which,  they  act  as  regiitcrs  and 

.  notaries  public;  that  the  can  zees  and  xmiftccs  are  conudcrcd  as  men  of  learn- 
ing and  knowledge  in  the  JNIahomedan  laws;  that  they  are  not  confidcred  as 
corrupt  and  venal.  Being  asked,  whether  the  chiefs  and  members  of  the  pro- 
vincial council  in  general  undcrlland  the  language  of  the  country  ?  he  faid, 
he  knew  it  was  the  cafe  in  the  council  he  had  the  honour  to  pref.de  in,  and 
he  believes  it  was  fo  in  general.  Being  asked,  after  how  many  years  fervice 
a  fervant  of  the  company  can  attain  a  feat  in  the  provincial  council?  he  faid, 

.  it  is  not  limited  to  a  certain  time,  but  he  believes  there  are  few  inflanccs  In 
which  it  has  happened  under  9  or  10  years;  fuppofing  him  to  be  a  writer  of 

.  17  years  of  age  upon  his  arrival  in  the  country,  he  will  be  25  or  26  when  he 

.arrives  to  that  ftation. 

William  Lufhington,  Efii.  being  then  examined,  informed  your  committee, 

.  that  he  refided  ten  vears  in  India,  in  the  fervice  of  the  company,  and  was 

.,  Vol.  II.  '  Ppp  collector 


474  PAR  LI  AM  E  NTARY  A.  i)fl 

collector  of  Hougly ;  that  part  of  the  diftricts  ever  which  he  prefided, 
in  the  Bengal  province,  and  part  in  Orifla ;  that  he  had  feveral  zeroti 
under  his  authority,  who  did  not  exercife  any  jurifdiction  over  the  in! 
tants  of  his  diftrict;  that  the  ryots  or  inhabitants  of  the  land  entertain  a 
great  refpect  for  the  zemindar;  who,  in  the  abfence  of  the  reprefentative 
government,  is  underftood  to  be  inverted  with  the  care  of  the  diflrict; 
the  reprefentative  of  government  is  in  moil  cafes  the  perfon  who  has  ui 
taken  the  farm  of  the  dirtrict,  and  generally  is  inverted  with  the  adminiftr 
of  the  judicial  power;  that  in  moil  cafes  a  referve  is  made  to  the  zemindar 
certain  lands  lying  near  to  his  place  of  rciidence,  which  are  called  houfcf 
farms;  that  there  are  alfo  fome  other  trifling  articles  of  the  public  colled 
which  leem  to  have  been  inrtituted  as  a  particular  compliment  to  the  zembv 
dar,  and  are  rcferved  to  him ;  that  before  the  Englifh  collectors  were  fa* 
into  the  refpective  districts,  the  zemindar,  when  farmer,  exercifed  civil  and 
criminal  jurifdiction,  iubject  to  the  fuperior  authority  of  the  dirtrict.  The  wit- 
ness being  then  alked,  in  whom  the  fujfreme  judicature  of  the  diflricTt  of  Mid* 
napore  was  verted,  before  the  arrivat  of  the  Englifh  collectors,  and  by  what 
authority  the  civij  and  criminal  judges  were  appointed?  informed  your  com* 
mittec,  that  to  anfwer  this  cjueiUon  completely  it  is  neceflary  to  go  back  to 
the  time  when  King  Akbar  reJuced  the  province  of  Bengal  to  the  efficient 
government  of  the  Great  Mogul;  that  to  controul  this  fubordinate prafiaco 
with  more  effect,  Akbar  divided  the  powers  of  government;  that  toeadW 
nirtration  of  the  criminal  jurifdiction,  the  military  ertablifhment,  and  die 
conduct  of  political  affair*,  were  placed  under  the  direction  of  an  officer,  »• 
tituled  Nazim  J  that  the  revenue  jurifdiction,  and  the  power  of  dctcrmin'mg  < 
upon  all  civil  caufes,  were  confided  to  another  civil  officer,  called  Dewao; 
that  the  two  departments  were  reflectively  independent ;  that  provifion  was 
made  for  the  expences  of  the  Nazim,  by  orders  from  Delhi,  upon  the  Dewan ; 
and  pofitive  directions  were  given  not  to  exceed  their  orders,  but  in  cafes  of 
great  emergency.     The  civil  jurifdiction  of  Bengal  was  exercifed  by  officers 
appointed  from  the  refpective  fuperior  departments  at  Moorfhedabad ;  thst 
this  was  the  wife  plan  of  provincial  go  erament,  marked  out  and  purfued 
with  effect  by  Akbar;  but  the  vigour  of  government  declining  under  his  fuc- 
ceffors,  the  Nazim  of  Bengal  availed  himfelf  of  the  diftant  lituation  of  that 
province  from  the  feat  of  government,  and  gradually  aflumed  to  himfelf  a 
Kate  of  independence  ;  but  the  revolution  made  no  alteration  in  the  forms  #f 
government ;  that  the  office  of  Dewan  continued  in  pofTeffion  of  all  its  powers 
over  the  revenue  and  civil  jurifiiction  of  the  country,  with  this  difference 
only,  that  be  neceflarily  became  accountable  to  the  actual  government ;  that 
the  diftribution  of  the  executive  powers  of  government,  defcribed  as  above, 
has  prevailed  ever'fince;  and  that  when. the  witnefs  left  Bengal  in  1773,  **** 
provincial  officers  for  criminal  and  civil  jurifdiction.  received  their  appoint* 
ments  from  the  office  of  Nazim,  and  that  of  Dewan  in  Calcutta.    Tne  wit* 
nefs  being  then  alked,  whether  any  appeal  lay  from  the  determinations  of  the- 
Phoufdar  and  Dewan  of  the  diftrict,  and  to  whom  ?  faid,  there  were  appeals 
to  the  refperfive  fuprcmc  departments  at  Moorfhedabad,  the  metropolis;  hut 
that  there  were  no  prefcribed  modes  for  making  fueh  appeal  ;  that  if  the 
Phoufdar  fentenced  a  man  to  death,  he  could  not  execute  it  without  the  ap* 
probation  of  the  Nazim ;   that  the  Nazim  fhould  prefide  in  the  fuprero* 
•ourts,  bus  ilfkgatet  Lis  authority  to  the  Natb  Nazim  ;  that  the  Dcwaaprc* 
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-fides  in  the  other  department ;  and  that  their  fcntences  were  final ;  that  the 

^Mroinift ration  of  the  judicial  powers,  and  the  modes  of  proceeding  already 

j^defcribed,  were  continued  from  the  period  when  the  office  of  dewannee  was 

inted  by  the  Mogul  to  the  company,  until  the  time  when  the  company's 

rants  were  fent  to  take  charge  of  the  collections  of  the  revenues  of  the 

ountry.    When  the  appointments  of  the  company's  fervants  to  the  fcveral 

tdiftricts  in  which  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla  were  divided, 

[took  place,  the  object  of  that  appointment  was  ro  examine  into  the  Hate  and 

[extent  of  the  public  collections,  and  into  the  general  condition  of  the  di Uriel, 

jwith  a  view  to  afcertain  whether,  by  extending  cultivation,  or  by  reducing 

^charges,  any  improvements  might  be  made  in  the  fame,  without  increafing 

£"  the  demands  upon  the  occupier*  or  ryots — That  the  appointment  was  declared 

to  be  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the  year;  that  the 

:'  utility  of  this  inditution  having  been  experienced,  it  was  affirmed  at  the  end 

of  the  year;  and  upon  the  acceffion  of  Mr. Haitings  to  the  government,  va« 

r.  riout  regulations  were  elfabliflicd  to  direct  the  adminiltration  of  the  judicial 

mod  civil  powers  in  the  provinces;  that  the  judicial  powers  were  exercifed 

in  the  firft  indance  by  a  court,  confiding  of  the  native  officers  of  juflice,  the 

cauzees  and  muftees,  whofe  proceedings  were  fubjected  to  the  fuperintent 

dance  and  controul  of  the  collector  ;  from  whofe  dec  i lions  likewife  there  lay 

aa  appeal  to  the  fuperior  courts  of  Sudder  Adaulut,  exercifed  by  the  governor 

general  and  council — That  the  controul  of  the  criminal  and  civil  judicature  of 

the  didrict  was  in  the  collector  of  the  revenues  of  that  didrict ;  but  that  there 

was  a  local  definitive  jurifdiction  given  to  the  farmer,  to  decide  upon  all  caufes 

of  meum  et  tuum>  under  the  value  of  ten  rupees. 

That  the  cauzees  and  muftees  were  appointed  by  the  Sudder  Adaulut,  fo 
prevent  any  dependency  upon  the  collector :  that  they  had  a  fixed  falary* 
and  were  not  entitled  to  any  fee  or  perquifite  whatfoever  ;  that  with  refpect 
to  their  qualifications,  the  fird  conlideration  was,  their  competency  in  point 
of  knowledge  of  the  laws  and  cudoms  of  the  country  ;  that  mod  of  them 
were  men  of  learning  and  education,  and  of  a  refpectabie  order  in  life,  and 
that  their  appointments  were  not  for  life— That  the  witnefs  does  not  know  at 
whofe  recommendation  they  were  appointed  or  dii'placed ;  but  that  they  came 
into  the  didricts  with  appointments  from  the  fuperiors  of  their  own  order  in, 
Calcutta,  and  the  collector  was  apprized  by  the  governor  and  council  of 
fuch  appointments— That  no  indances  of  their  being  difpluced,  happened 
under  him  as  collector  of  Hougly,  or  in  any  other  didrict  to  his  knowledge 
within  the  twelve  months  he  relided  there  ;  and  that  the  collector  had  not  the 
power  of  removing  them.  The  witnefs  being  asked,  whether  at  the  time  of 
the  committee  of  circuit  of  Bengal,  the  native  zemindars  were  not  obliged  to 
become  farmers  under  government  of  their  own  native  zemindaries  or  dis- 
tricts, at  high  advanced  rents,  or  whether,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  they  were  not 
difpoiieffed  of  their  zemindaries,  and  the  fame  let  to  the  bed  bidder,  anfwered, 
that  the  mod  effectual  methods  were  taken  to  afcertain  by  publication  the  rent 
and  value  of  the  Subordinate  farms  in  the  didrict  of  Hougly  ;  that,  when  the 
competition  produced  by  this  publication  operated  to  fettle  the  fair  value  of 
fuch  farms,  they  were  tendered  to  the  zemindar  upon  fuch  terms,  but 
that  their  acceptance  of  fuch  offers  was  not  to  preclude  them  from  a  compen- 
sation, which  was  confidered  as  due  to  their  rights  as  eeniindars  2  that  this 
^WDp^fliation,  in  the  event  of  taking  fuch  farms,  was  appropriated  as  a  fe- 
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.  entity  for  the  payment  of  their  rents  ;  but  if  the  farms  of  their  zemindary 
were  ultimately  let  to  a  itrahger,  in  that  cafe,  alKpcnd  was  fettled  upon  the 
zeminjdars  at  the  ratio  of  10  per  cent,  upon  the  neat  collection  of  fuch  farms 
—That  in  fome  parts  of  the  diflrict,  the  zemindars  accepted  of  the  farms 
within  the  zemindary  on  the  terms  above  defcribed,  but  that  in  other  parts 
they  did  not — That  the  perfon  who  in  Bengal  is  called  a  farmer  under  go- 
vernment, does  not  rent  and  actually  cultivate  the  foil,  but  only  rents  the 
revenues  and  dues  ifluing  therefrom  to  government*— That  he  contracts  to  pay 
a  certain  fum  to  government  for  the  collections  arifing  from  that  di  ft  licit,  but 
is  prefcribed  in  making  fuch  collections  by  a  particular  ftatunent  of  the  rights 
and  dues  which  he  farms  from  government,  and  which  he  is  prohibited  from 
exceeding— That  no  fpeciiic  Turn  is  allowed  for  his  trouble  and  refponfibility 
out  of  the  furplus  revenues,  but  that  the  profits  of  the  farmer,  which  mult 
form  his  inducement  to  take  the  farm,  arife  from  two  fources,  an  extenfuro 
of  cultivation,  and  fuperior  management  and  economy  in  the  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  revenue  ;  but  the  witnefs  docs  not  underitand  that  the  farmer  is 
precluded  from  difpofmg  of  the  lands  farmed  to  him  to  the  bed:  ad  vantage, which 
may  prove  an  additional  iburce  of  profit  to  him  :  and  he  conceives  that  the 
farmer  of  the  revenues  could,  at  his  pleafure,  difpoflefs  the  actual  cultiva- 
tor or  pottahholder  of  the  land  of  which  he  farmed  the  revenue?,  unit  is  he 

■  was  refhicted  from  the  exercife  of  fuch  right  by  a  pottah  giving  a  fpecriic 
term — That  a  pottahholder,  in  the  provinces ;  is  to  be  confidered  merely  as 
.an  occupier,,  entitled  only  to  fuch  term  and  fuch  particular  advantages  as  his 
pottah  entitles  him  to  ;   that  his- pottah  is  .granted   by  the  representative  of 
government  in  the  diftrict,  under  whatever  .denomination,  and  he  believes  is 
counterfigned  by  the  zemindar;  and  that,  the  payments  refeivcd  by  theie 
pottahs  are 'paid  in  whole  to  thefe  farmers  of  revenue.     Being  askt-d,  whether 
fuch  farmer  does  not  in  many  inftanccs  poflefs  and  exercife  coercive  powers 
over  the  perfons  and  properties  of  the  ryots,  <3r  lowcil  clafs  of  occupiers? 
the  witnefs  faid,  he  is  not  inverted  with  fuch  powers,  nor  does  he  believe  they 
are  exercifed,  and  that  he  does  not  recollect  .an  in  fiance  in  his  collcctorfliip. 
And  being  asked,  whether,  in  general,  he  docs  not  confider  the  farmer  in  re- 
fpect  to  the  ryots  as  (landing  in  the  place  of  collator,  and  by  what  methods 
he  could,  on  their  refufal,  enforce  payment  ?  he  faid,  that  he  certainly  i>  the 
authorized  collector,  and  that  a  regulation  was  ettabiiflied  in  the  dewannee 
office  of  Hougly,  by  which  a  particular  regifter  was  to  be  made  of  all  the 
leafes  from  the  farmer  to  the  fub-tenant,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  an  enquiry 
into  matters  of  difpute  between  the  farmer  and  the  ryot;  and  that  the  farmer 
was  directed,  upon  any  difficulties  arifing  between  him  and  the  ryot  on\the 
adjustment  of  accounts,  to  make  his  complaint  to  the  dewan,  to  fettle  fuch 
difputes  by  a  reference  to  the  leafe  and  to  the  accomptant  of  payments,  a» 
entered  in  the  office  of  Kirchumchally.     The  witnefs  being  aslced,  whether, 
when  the  ancient  hereditary  zemindar  was  conftrained  to  rent  his  hereditary 
land  upon  the  new  terms,  he  was  from  thenceforward  confidered  as  a  mere 
revenue  farmer  and  a  fervant  of  Europeans;  or  whether  he  acquired  any 
new  powers  which  he  did  not  before  poflefs  ?  faid,  he  confidered  him  as 
{landing  in  two  capacities,  that  of  zemindar  and  farmer,  and  that  be  does 
not  think  he  acquired  any  new  powers  in  his  capacity  as  farmer,  that  he  did 
not  poflefs  as  zemindar  of  the  lands.     The  eftabhftied  reguiati6n  to  guide  the 
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conduct  of,  farmers  haying  rather  curtailed  than  encreafed '  the  powers  exer- 
cifed  by  the  zemindars,  when  they  were  renters  of  their  own  lands.  He 
farther  faid,  that  moft  of  the  lands  in  the  government  of  Bengal  were  put 
to  the  option  of  the  ancient  zemindar.  Being  afked,  whether,  if  violences 
were  committed  by  farmers  or  zemindars  farming  their  own  Jands,  or  by  the 
government's  collectors,  the  country  government  afforded  any  fufficient  mode 
of  redrefs  ?  he  informed  yojir  committee,  that  the  office  of  dewannee  was  the' 
appointed  place  for  receiving  fuch  complaints ;  that  when  the  zemindars 
were  farmers  under  the  company  of  their  zemindaries,  he  confidered  them  as 
contractors  with  the  company  in  their  capacity  of  dewans,  for  a  certain  rent, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Igthds  of  their  zemindary.  Then  being  afked,  whether, 
as  fuch,  they  were  confidered  as  fervants  of  the  company  ?  the  witnefs  faid, 
that  he  does  not  confider  the  farmer  of  any  revenue  in  that  country  as  a  fer- 
vant  of  the  company,  any  more  than  he  fhould  confider  a  tenant  in  England 
to  be  a  fervant  of  his  landlord  ;  and  that  he  conceives  that  the  company,  in 
their  capacity  of  dewan,  contract  with  the  zemindar  for  the  payment  of  a 
certain  fumr  which  continues  him  in  the  poflellion  of  his  zemindary  during 
the  term  of  the  contract;  that  the  zemindar,  when  conftituted  farmer  by* 
the  company,  is  as  liable  to  account,  according  to  the  terms  of  his  contract, 
as  any  other  farmer  would  be.  The  witnefs  T>eing  afked,  whether  the  pay- 
ments of  the  zemindars  to  the  company  are  ftipulatcd  rent  on  contract,  or  tax 
and  impofition,  according  to  our  ideas  of  taxes  in  Europe  ?  faid,  he  confi- 
dered it  as  a  contract  between  the  company  and  the  zemindars.  And  being 
afked,  whether  fuch  farmer  it  the  occupant  or  tenant  of  the  land  himfelf,  or 
the  collector  of  the  rents  and  revenues  thereof  due  to  the  company  ?  h« 
faid,  he  does  not  conceive  that  he  is  the  occupier  of  the  land  himfelf,  but  as 
he  does  not  act  under  a  fixed  falary,  but  by  his  contract  or  leafe  he  is  fub- 
ject  to  loffes  as  well  as  gain.  He  farther  added,  that  the  whole  cultivation 
of  the  diftrict  is  under  the  direction  of  the  farmer ;  that  he  has  a  right  to 
cultivate  any  land  in  his  diftrict  that  is  uncultivated  ;  that  particular  encou- 
ragement has  been  held  out  to  encreafe  fuch  cultivations  ;  and  that  in  new 
cultivations  the  farmer  has  the  profit  for  the  term  of  his  leafe. 

Major  James  Rennell  being  examined,  informed  your  committee,  that  he 
refided  in  Bengal  thirteen  years,  from  1764  to  1776,  both  inclufive ;  that  he 
bore  a  commiiiion  in  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  held  a  civil  employment  of  . 
furveyor  general  ,•  that  he  made  a  furvey  of  the  province  of  Bengal  himfelf, 
and  that  the  general  furvey  of  all  the  provinces  between  Bengal  and  Delhi, 
was  conducted  under  his  direction  ;  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  manners 
and  coftoms  of  the  natives. 

Being  alked,  what  inconvenience  it  would  occafion  to  the  zermindars  or  far- 
mers, if  they  became  fubject  to  the  attendance  of  fummonfes  of  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  of  Calcutta  ?  he  informed  your  committee,  that  from  the 
"great  diftance  at  which  moft  of  the  zemindars  are  fituated  from  the  court  of 
'  juftice,  it  muft  neceffarily  be  attended  with  great  delay,  expence,  and  vexa- 
tion ;  and  the  mode  of  proceeding  totally  repugnant  to  their  feelings ;  that  it 
would  ruin  their  credit  with  the  money  lenders,  and  occafion  fo  great  a  con- 
fternation  throughout  their  diftrict,  as  to  fufpend  all  the  operation-  of  the 
civil  government ;  that  no  more  money  would  be  collected  in  the  diftrict ;  for 
the  ryots  feeing  their  hereditary  fuperior  removed,  would  naturally  appre- 
hend 
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hend  chat  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay  their  rents  over  again  to  a  ftranger, 
who  might  fucceed  him. 

Eeing  aiked,  in  the  courfe  of  his  journies  U  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Ba- 
har,  and  Oriffa,  what  degree  of  refpect  did  the  common  people  pay  to  their 
refpective  zemindars  ?  faid,  that  the  common  people  regard  their  zemindars 
as  a  kind  of  fovereign  in  the  great  zemindaries  iuch  as  Radfhi,  Burdwan,  Di- 
nagepore,  &c.  and  that  in  the  fmaller  zemindaries,  they  treat  them  with  great 
ttfpect,  and  confider  them  as  their  immediate  fuperior — That  fome  of  the  great 
zemindars  live  in  princely  (rate. 

Beign  aiked,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  a  warrant  ferved  by  Englilh 
bailiffs  on  one  of  thofe  great  zemindars ;  the  witnefs  faid,  he  apprehends  the  bai- 
liff would  fall  a  victim  to  the  rage  of  the  people,  in  attempting  to  ferve  the  writ 
•—That  he  remembers  an  inftance  of  an  attempt  to  ferve  a  warrant  on  a  zemindar 
o£an  inferior  diftrict,  whilft  adminiftring  juftice  in  his  cutchery — That  the  at- 
tendants of  the  zemindar  fell  upon  the  oailifT,  and  feverely  wounded  hire— 
That  the  zemindar  immediately  came  to  the  chief  of  the  province,  and  de- 
clared hewas,ready  tofubmit  to  his  authority,  but  did  not  underitand  that  he 
was  amenable  to  any  other  power.  Being  aiked,  if  fome  of  thofe  great  zemin- 
daries are  not  held  by  women  ?  he  faid,  that  of  Radfhi,  one  of  the  larger!  in 
Bengal,  containing  about  1 3,000  fquare  miles,  and  one  of  the  richeft  in  Ben- 
gal, and  equal  in  fize  to  the  5th  part  of  England  and  Wales ;  and  that  there 
are  feveral  others  held  by  women;  but  that  thefe  women  never  appear  in  the 
public  functions  of  the  zemindary,  nor  on  any  other  occafion — That  under  the 
country  government,  they  would  not  be  liable  to  perfonal  arreft,  for  it  would 
bring  difcrace  upon  the  whole  caft — That  the  perfonal  arreit  of  the  Rannee 
of  Radfhi  would' be  confidered  as  one  of  the  grofleit  violations  of  their  cuf- 
toms  that  could  poffibly  happen. 

That  the  military  force  or  the  zemindars,  under  the  prefent  government,  is 
▼cry  limited ;  that  under  the  former  they  maintained  a  confiderable  force- 
That  the  inhabitants  in  general  have  a  moft  perfect  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of 
their  zemindar — That  if  the  body  of  zemindars  ihould  be  difcontented,  they 
might,  at  a  conjuncture  favourable  to  them,  have  fufficient  influence  to  excite 
the  inhabitants  to  revolt. 

That  it  is  very  common  for  people,  in  our  provinces,  living  upon  the  bor- 
ders, when  they  find  themfelves  grievouily  oppreffed  by  our  collectors  of  re- 
venue, to  quit  their  houfes,  and  go  into  countries  not  fubject  to  our  Jurifdic- 
tion.  Then  being  aiked,  who  are  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  in  the  pro- 
line of  Purnea ?  he  faid,  he  does  not  know;  bat  in  1765,  paffing "through 
that  diftrict,  he  obferved  houfes  uninhabited,  and  lands  uncultivated ;  that  he 
enquired  the  caufe,  and  was  informed,  that  they  had  quitted  their  habita- 
tions on  account  of  the  exactions  of  the  collectors — That  during  the  govern- 
ment of  Coffim  Ali  Cawn,  30,000  families  quitted  the  province  of  Rungpore, 
»  very  fertile  one,  in  one  year,  and  fettled  in  Coos  Bayhar,  the  adjoining  pro- 
vince, but  then  not  fubject  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  Nabob.  Being  aiked, 
whether  it  was  cuftomary  (for  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  of  thofe  pro* 
vinces  adjoining,  but  not  fubject  to  Bengal,  to  come  and  fettle  in  the  Bengal 
provinces,  ju  cafe  of  oppreffian  from,  their  riders  ?  he  faid,  no  inftance  naa 
come  to  his  knowledge — That  the  extremities  of  Bengal  that  he  has  been  in, 
sre  chifcfly  bounded  by  hitt  or  wood*,  and  that  the  inouutaineef*,  having  no 
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fixed  property,  had  often  plundered  the  inhabitants  of  the  plaint— That  a* 
to  the  Bahar  province,  he  has  not  been  much  in  thofe  parts* 

Being  then  afked,  whether  the  cauzees  and  muftees,  and  Indian  profeflbrs 
of  law,  are  in  evil  repute  in  that  country  ?  '  he  faid,  he  does  not  recollect 
hearing  any  thing  for  or  againfl  their  characters— That  he  has  often  been  in 
their  company— Was  told  the  nature  of  their  office,  and  has  feen  them  treated 
with  refpcct.  Being  afked,  whether  that  refpect  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
effect  of  fear  or  of  opinion  ?  he  faid,  of  opinion — That  the  people  of  Bengal 
treat  all  the  learned  and  religious  with  veneration,  a  veneration  not  eanly 
conceived  by  thofe  who  have  not  been  in  that  country,  which  would  hardly 
be  paid  to  them,  if  they  were  confidered  as  generally  corrupt. 

Being  afked,  if  the  natives  were  difTatisfied  with  the  courfe  of  juflice,  at 
adminiflered  according  to  their  own  laws  and  ufages  ?  he  faid,  by  no  means  ; 
and  by  what  he  has  learnt  from  them,  the  admiuiirration  of  juflice  in  their 
country  courts  is  jufl  the  fame  now  as  it  was  under  the  Mahomedan  govern^ 
ment — That  he  believes  they  do  not  defire  a  better ;  nor  does  he  fuppofe  they 
ever  did,  becaufe  they  are  fo  exceedingly  attached  to  their  own  manners  and 
cuiloms,  that  they  have  fcarce  an  idea  of  a  better  mode.  Being  afked,  whe- 
ther they  are  not  confidered  as  entirely  under  the  influence  of  Englifh  gen* 
tlemcn,  who  prefide  in  the  provincial  courts  ? '  he  faid,  they  are  in  common 
^virh  all  the  red  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province;  but  that  the  people  do 
not  complain  of  not  obtaining  juflice,  on  account  of  the  influence  of  the  pro* 
vincial  council  over  the  cauzees  and  muftees. 

Then  being  alked,  whether  juflice  has  been  obflructed  by  any  influence  «r 
power  whatever  ?  he  faid,  he  certainly  has  heard  of  fuch  reports,  but  he  knows 
of  no  fact  that  has  happened  within  his  knowledge.  Then  being  afked,  whe* 
ther  Englifh  gentlemen  have  experienced  marks  of  popular  difpleafu re  during 
their  government,  or  at  their  departure  ?  he  faid,  he  has  heard  of  fuch  things. 
And  being  afked,  whether  he  believes  it  >  faid,  yes ;  but  that  he  does  not 
think  it  general.  Being  afked,  if  he  knows  of  any  Englifh  gentlemen  who 
have  been  particularly  refpectcdand  valued  for  their  good  conduct  and  correct 
adminidration  of  juflice  in  their  refpective  diflricts  ?  he  faid,  he  knows  of 
fome  vvhofe  memories  are  cherifhedin  the  provinces  in  which  they  prefide<J— 
That  there  arc  gentlemen  now  refident  in  England,  who  receive  almofl  every 
year  letters  from  natives,  formerly  fubject  to  their  jurifdiction,  merely  on  the 
*  icore  of  gratitude.  Being  afked,  whether  he  knows  of  any  particular  chief 
of  a  provincial  council,  who  has  been  lately  much  refpeeted  for  his  upright 
adminidration,  and  general  good  conduct  towards  the  inhabitants  ?  he  faid, 
Mr.  Boughton  Roufe,  when  fupervifor  of  Radfhi,  had  the  highefl  character 
«mongft  the  people  of  the  province  ;  and  it  was  faid  amongft  them,  that  he 
was  removed  becaufe  he  would  not  increafe  the  collections— That  he  has  alfo 
heard  great  encomiums  upon  Mr.  Harwood,  chief  of  Dinagepore,  who  was 
«lmofi  adored  by  them  ;  and  that  Mr.  Baber,  chief  of  Muxadabad,  was  held 
in  the  hjghefl  refpect :  and  that  he  hat  likewife  heard  fair  characters  of  other 
chiefs  and  principal  officers,  befides  thofe  mentioned,  after  they  had  left 
their  diflricts  ?     Being  afked,  whether  he  has  not  heard  that  fome  of  the  Ea* 

f;lifh  gentlemen  have  abufed  their  authority,  to  extort  money  from  the  natives 
n  their  feveral  diflricts  ?  he  faid,  he  has.  Then  being  afked,  if  fuch  reports 
•have twn  generally  believed?  he  Cud,  he  cannot  poffibly  fay  how  .far  thoy 
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were  believed.     Then  being  farther  afked,  whether  he  believed  them  ?  he 
anfwered,  yes.     Being:  afked,  whether  thole   reports  prevailed  iince  the  ar- 
.  rival  of  the  judges  in  Bengal  or  before  ?  he  faid,  he  could  not  charge  his  me- 
mory with  the  time.     Being  afked,  if  they  have  eeafed  Iince  their  arrival  ? 
he  faid,  he  could  not  fpeak  to  that ;  but  that  \\c  apprehended  that  the  judges 
can  have  made  no  alteration  in  that  matter,  fuppofingit  to  have  exifted.  Be- 
■  ing  afked,  if  he  had  heard,  that  Englilli  gentlemen  prefiding  in  the  dewannce 
.provincial  adauluts,  have  accepted  of  bribes  from  the  parties  for  their  judg* 
ment  in  caufes  tried  before  them  ?   he  faid,  no.     Bemg  afked,  what  are  the 
falaries  of  gentlemen  prefiding  in  the  provincial  dewannee  adaulut  ?  or  if 
they  have  any  for  fuch  particular  duty?  he  faid,  he  knows  that  the  members 
» of  jhe  provincial  council  receive  aialary  of  jrom  6  to  8co  rupees  a  month,  but 
.does  not  know  whether  there  is  any   particular  falary  for  that  duty*     Then 

•  being  afkedj  if  he.  knows  of  any  profits  ariling.  to  them  from  their  judicial 
office  r  or,  if  he  ever  heard  of  any  gentleman  in  the  provincial  councils 

•  felling  his  profits  from  his  adaulut  to  any  other  for  a  fpecific  fum  ?  anfwered, 
.  no,  to  both  q.ueilions. 

Your  committee  conceiving  it  material  to  be  informed  of  the  extent  of  the 

.country,  numbeis,  and  defcription,  religion,  cyfloms,  and  manner  of  per- 
sons affected  by  the  fubjedt  of  their  enquiries,  have  examined  fcver.il  gentle- 

,  men  on  thefc  points  :  and  were  infomed  by  Major  Renncll,  late  furveyor 
general  to  the  company  in  Bengal,  that  from  Patna  to  Calcutta  is  40cTmilcs 
by  land,  and  514  by  water  ;  that  the  journey  muiibemade  by  water,  during 
the  rainy  feafon,  which,  as  far  as  regards  the  fvvelling  of  rivers,  continues iix 
months  ;  that  from  the  extremity  or  the  Bahar  province  to  Calcutta  is  540 
miles  by  land,  and  6$o  by  water  ;  that  from  Chopra  to  Calcutta  436  by  land, 
•   and  548  by  water  ;  from  Calcutta  to  the  extremity  of  Orifla  is  180  miles  : 

.  that  from  Goalpartf,  the  north  t'afrern  extremity  of'  Bengal,  to  Calcutta,  is 
360  miles. by  land,  and  c; 20  by  water  ;  that  from  Chittigong  to  Calcutta  is 
360  miles  ;  that  from  Patchetc,  the  weltern  extremity  185  miles  ;  from  Cal- 
cutta to  the  northern  e*tremity  of  the  RadQii  pravince,  is  by  land  290  miles, 
by  water  500  ;  and  that  from  the  extremity  of  the  Purnea  country  to  Cal- 
cutta is  324  miles. by  land,  and  425  by  water  ;  that  iu  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orifla,  there  are  ten  million?  of  inhabitants  ;  that  the  greateit  proportion  of 
the  ten  millions  live  at  a  diflance  from  Calcutta  ;.that  the  proportion  of  Geu- 
toos  to  the  other  inhabitants  is  four  out  of  five. 

Mr.  Hickcy  informed  your  committee,  that  the  number  of  Britifli  houfe- 

.  holders  at  Calcutta,  within  the  Maratta  Ditch,  is  about  400. 

Harry  Verelfr,  Efcj.  informed  your  committee,  that  he  had  refidedin  India 
twenty-one  years ;  that  he  had  been  governor  of  Bengal  three  years,  and  ten 

<  years  in  council  ;  that  there  are  in  Bengal,  and  its  dependencies,  atleaft  feven 
millions  of  inhabitants ;  that  eight  out  of  ten  were  Gcntocs,  and  the  reft 
Mahomedans  ;  that  the  number  of  Europeans  were  four  or  five  thoufand; 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  are  now  reckoned  at  fix  or  feven  hundred 

:  thoufand,  but  that  in  1 7 50  or  1 7  5 1,  when  a  calculation  was  made,  on  account 
of  a  famine,  they  ammounted  to  between  four  and  five  hundred  thoufand. 

Major  Rennell  farther  informed  your  committee,  that  travelling  is  in  India 
more  inconvenient  and  expenlive  to  men  of  rank,  than  in  any  other  nation, 
but  to  low  people  lei's  fo ;  that  travelling  under  the  cuflody  of  a  bailiff,  would 
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be  much  more  inconvenient  to  a  Gentoo  than  to  an  European,  and  that  tht 
expehce  would  be  neceflanly  greater.  He  farther  faid,  correfpondence  it 
more  expenfive  there  than  in  Europe  ;  that  there  is  a  conftant  and  regular 
poft  from  Calcutta  to  the  frontiers  of  Bahar,  another  to  the  frontiers  of  Orifla, 
a  third  to  the  city  of  Dacca,  and  two  others  branching  out  of  the  great  road 
to  Dinagepore  and  Burdwan  ;  that  befides  thefe,  there  are  no  crofs  pofts  nor 
any  convenient  mode  of  communication  ;  that  to  forward  a  letter  from  Cal- 
cutta to  the  north  eaft  parts  of  Bengal  would  coft  15  rupees,  becaufe  they 
fend  two  mcflcngers  with  a  letter  of  any  confequence,  although  the  poft  goes 
to  Patna  5  a  letter  to  Bettcah,  which  is  out  of  the  road,  muft  be  fent  by  a 
.  fpecial  meflenger.  Mr.  Hickty  alfo  faid,  the  charge  of  bringing  up  witnefTes 
to  the  fupreme  court  at  Calcutta,  is  very  much  increafed  by  the  diftance  of 
the  place  where  the  caufe  of  aftion  arifes  j  befides  which,  travelling  is  much 
more  expenfive  there  than  in  England. 

Harry  Verelft,  Efq.  farther  informed  your  committee,  that  the  Gentoos 
are  more  attached  to  their  manners  and  cuftoms  than  any  other  people  upon 
the  face  of  the'earth — That  they  would  fuffer  death  rather  than  any  indignity 
to  their  caft — That  from  every  knowledge  he  had  of  the  Gentoos,  he  was 
perfuaded,  that  the  Mahomedans,  who  have  ufually  carried  their  conquefts 
by  the  edge  of  the  fword,  on  all  former  occafions,  when  they  arrived  in  In- 
doftan,  found  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  (heath  the  fword,  from  a  thorough 
conviction,  that  they  would  deluge  the  country  with  blood  before  they  could 
convert  one  Gentoo  to  their  laws  and  religion ;  and  that  they  therefore  wifely 
became  the  guardians  and  protectors  of  the  Hindoo  religion ;  and  that  he 
conceives  the  country  to  have  been  preferved  in  that  ftate  to  the  time  he  left 
it  in  the  year  1770— That  thefe  religious  rights  and  inftitutions,  of  which 
they  are  10  tenacious,  are  not  confined  to  their  places  of  worfhip,  but  extend 
to  every  occurrence  of  life — That  he  begged  to  refer  to  his  book,  published 
in  1 772— And  being  alked,  whether  he  had  any  reafon  to  alter  his  opinion  fince 
the  publication  of  that  work,  from  fubfequent  information  ;  the  witnefs  in- 
formed your  committee,  that  he  was  far  from  having  altered  his  opinion,  be- 
ing now  thoroughly  convinced,  that  what  he  then  wifhed  to  imprefs  on  the 
minds  of  people,  regarding  the  impoflibility  of  introducing  the  Englifh  laws 
into  Indoftan,  has  been  but  too  fatally  realized  -That  the  Hindoo  religion 
tends  to  keep  its  followers  in  a  ftate  of  reparation  from  Grangers ;  for  it  admits 
of  no  converts,  and  confifts  of  more  than  ninety  feparate  fects  or  calls,  as  thejr 
are  called — That  many  of  thefe  are  fubdivided  again  ;  but  that  they  may  be 
all  properly  termed  hereditary  religions,  as  they  are  preferved  diftinfl  from 
each  other,  and  each  is  governed  by  its  own  peculiar  laws — That  thefe  laws  are 
fundamentally  taken  from  the  Bede ;  but  that  their  cuftoms  and  manners  are 
*alfb  confidered  as  laws,  and  held  as  facred  as  the  Bede  itfelf — That  a  very  con- 
•fiderable  part  of  thefe  manners  and  ufages  confift  of  coiporeal  purities  and  im- 
purities, according  'totheir  ideas,  and  which  would  not  be  thought  fo  by  us  j 
and  that  there  are  ftrong  inftances  mentioned  in  the  witnef&'s  publication  of 
1772,  from  fadts  of  his  own  knowledge — That  fome  of  thefe  impurities  may 
be  contracted,  though  fuflfered  involuntarily ;  and  that,  as  an  inflance  of  it,  an 
Hindoo  who  had  a  fboonful  of  beef  broth  forced  into  his  mouth,  could  never 
be  reftored  to  his  catt ;  that  the  witnefs,  fupported  by  all  the  influence  of  the 
Englifh  government,  ufed  every  means  to  reftorc  him,  without  effeft ;  that  on 
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Lord  CUve's  arrival  in  India  afterwards,  they  applied  to  the  Bramins  and  men 
of  eminent  rank,  who  were  induced  to  aflcmble  at  different  times  at  Kifnaguiy 
at  Burdwan,  and  at  Calcutta,  from  the  period  of  1760,  when  he  loft  his  caft, 
to  1766,  when  the  iaftafTembly  was  held;  that  though  their  inclination  made 
them  wifh  it,  they  could  not,  after  confuiting  all  their  records,  find  an  example 
to  juftify  their  reftoring  him  to  his  caft ;  that  he  never  was  reftored,  and  died 
of  a  broken  heart— That  in  the  lofsof  caft,  is  included,  as  to  religion,  a  total 
excommunication ;  and  as  to  cu Horns,  manners,  and  focietv,  that  no  one  of 
the  fame  caft  can  aflbciate  or  hold  any  intercourfe  with  him*  not  even  his 
own  wife  and  children,  without  loiing  their  caft — That  profeflions  are  ufually 
attached  to  cafts,  though  there  are  exceptions ;  but  that  a  man  who  had  loft 
his  caft,  cannot  follow  any  trade  or  profeftion,  becaufe  he  is  deprived  of  all 
fociety,  and  avoided  as  a  leper— That  having  loft  a  reputable  call  of  a  higher 
order,  he  cannot  be  received  into  a  lower ;  but  muft,  with  his  defcendants, 
(though  inftances  in  the  time  the  witnefs  refided  in  India  were  very  rare)  herd 
with  the  hailachores — That  the  hallachorcs  arc  the  loweft  pft  of  people,  who 
clear  away  the  ordure,  and  remove  dead  bodies,  and  are  occupied  in  employ- 
ments which  would  defile  any  other  fcdt — That  Hindoos  of  a  high  caft  would 
prefer  death  to  the  lofs  of  caft ;  that  inferior  degrees  of  pollution,  which 
do  not  involve  lofs  of  caft,  require  expenfive  and  troublefome  expiations  or 
purifications;  fuch  as  long  pilgrimages,  expences  to  Bramins,  charities, 
fines,  and  forfeitures,  and  frequent  ablutions — That  the  efiedt  of  throwing 
perfons  of  high  caft  into  a  common  prifon  with  perfons  of  other  or  no  caft, 
would  be,  the  witnefs  thinks,  an  unavoidable  lofs  of  caft;  for  no  fed  of 
Hindoos  can  eat  or  drink  with  any  perfons  who  are  not  Hindoos,  without  lofs 
of  caft;  at  leaft,  it  would  expofe  the  perfon  and  hU  family  to  great  indig- 
nity and  difgrace. 

The  witnefs  then  being  aiked,  whether  it  was  ufual,  in  the  time  of  the 
prevalence  of  the  Mahomedan  government  in  Bengal,  to  throw  men  of  high 
caft  into  the  common  jail,  mixed  with  others ;  or  whether  any  man,  merely  1 
by  fwearing  n  debt,  might  obtain  a  power  of  feizing  fuch  a  perfon,  and  of  ; 
4»ramitting  him  to  fuch  a  jail,  if  he  did  not  find  bail  r  informed  your  com- 
mittee, that  there  could  be  no  inftance  of  it  ;  and  that  he  did  not  recoiled 
•any  fuch  perfon  being  fent  to  a  common  jail  for  debt  ;  that  the  method  of 
compelling  a  man  to  pay  a  debt  under  the  Mahomedan  government,  would 
be  by  putting  a  guard  over  him  in  his  own  houfe ;  that  there  was  acutchcry 
for  vagabonds,  but  he  does  not  recollect  any  prifon  for  debtors ;  that  in  cafes 
of  debt,  the  courts,  upon  application,  granted  a  guard  to  confine  the  debtor 
to  his  hpufe,  who  pays  the  guard  a  certain  rate  per  diem  whiift  on  that  fcr- 
Tice ;  that  this  guard  did  not  always  attend  the  debtor  when  he  went  abroad ; 
and  that  clofe  confinement,  fuch  as  is  pra&ifed  in  England,  would  in  that 
climate  deftroy  the  prifoner  in  a  fhort  time.  The  witnefs  then  being  aiked, 
whether  it  was  not  cuftomary,  during  the  time  of  the  mayor's  court  at  Cal- 
cutta, by  the  procefs  of  that  court,  to  arreft  and  imprifon  without  diftinclion 
of  caft,  Hindoos  fubjedt  to  the  jurifdiclion  of  that  court  ?  anfwered,  that 
he  did  not  underitand  that  the  natives  of  India  were,  by  the  charter,  in  refpe& 
to  debts  with  each  other,  amenable  to  the  mayor's  court,  unlefs  by  mutual 
content  ;  but  in  cafes  of  fuits  with  Europeans  refident  in  Calcutta,  he  be* 
ifeved  they  might ;  that  he  does  not  know  whether  any  Hindoos  were  con- 
feed 
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fined  in  the  common  prifon,  bat  is  inclined  to  think  that  none  were  for  debt. 
Then  being  afced,  whether  the  inferior  cafts  look  upon  the  higher  with  re- 
fpect  and  reverence,  and  confider  injuries  done  to  them  as  national  d^18^  5 
or  whether  they  are  not  pleafed  to  fee  mankind  fo  levelled  under  the  ^^^ 
government?  the  witnefs  anfwered,  that  the  refpett  and  reverence  ?***  bv 
the  inferior  to  the  fuperior  is,  he  believes,  in  no  part  of  the  globe  morc  at" 
tended  to  than  in  Indoftan ;  for  he  is  perfuaded,  that  an  inferior,  on  any  occa- 
fion  of  an  infult  to  a  fuperior  caft,  would  confider  it  as  an  higher  degree  °t 
infult  than  to  one  of  his  own  caft,  owing  to  the  great  refpeft  of  the  inferior 
to  the  fiiperior.  The  witnefs  farther  faid,  that  an  Hindoo's  accepting  a  place 
under  an  European,  would  not  affeft  his  caft,  nor  his  being  employed  to  a*- 
reft  another  by  virtue  of  a  procefs,  unlefs  he  was  of  a  different  caft,  and  atc 
and  drank  with  him ;  nor  would  touching  a  man  of  inferior  caft  make  him 
lofe  his  caft,  but  it  would  oblige  him  to  undergo  purifications.  Being  aflced* 
what  inconvenience  would  happeu  to  a  Gentoo  of  high  rank,  if  he  was  ar- 
retted by  an  officer  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  removed  to  a  great  diftanc0 
from  his  habitation  and  temple  of  worfhip  ?  the  witnefs  anfwered,  difgracc 
and  ruin  to  himfelf  and  family.  And  being  farther  alked,  if  a  man  of  in- 
ferior caft  was  employed  to  arreft  and  lay  hold  of  one  of  a  fuperior  caft,  what 
would  be  the  confequence  to  each  of  them  with  regard  to  their  cafts?  the 
witnefs  informed  your  committee,  that  the  mere  aft  of  arreft  would  not  bring 
on  any  pollution ;  but  fhould  he  interrupt,  or  prevent  him  in  the  performance 
of  the  ceremonies  of  his  caft,  fuch  as,  by  intiuding  upon  him  during  his  de- 
votions, by  touching  him  at  the  time  6f  his  meals,  or  after  his  walhing,  and 
in  a  variety  of  other  inftances-,  it  would  be  a  pollution. 

Mr.  Baber  informed  your  committee,  that  the  Gentoos  are  fo  prejudiced 
in  favour  of  their  own  cuftoms  and  manners,  and  of  that  government  under 
which  they  have  been  brought  up,  that  they  have  no  idea  of,  much  lefs  a  wifc. 
for,  any  alteration  ;  that  the  laws  of  England  are  quite  oppofite  to  their  man- 
ners, cuftoms,  and  religion  ;  that  their  laws  are  fo  intimately  connected  with 
their  religion,  that  a  ftranger  cannot  be  eafily  acquainted  with  them  ;  that  to 
acquire  fufficient  knowledge,  a  long  refidence,  and  a  clofe  application  to  the 
ftudy  of  their  laws,  is  abfolutely  neceflary ;  that  even  then,  the  learned  in 
Mahomedan  and  Hindoo  laws  muft,  on  many  occafions,  be  confulted ;  that 
the  connection  of  the  laws  of  that  country  with  its  religion  muft  render 
.the  introduction  of  foreign  laws  peculiarly  offenfive  to  its  inhabitants ;  and 
that,  in  order  to  introduce  them,  their  cuftoms,  manners,  and  religion 
muft  be  changed ;  that  the  inhabitants  would  be  much  difpleafed  to  fee  the 
power  and  iafluence  of  the  zemindars  deftroyed,  by  the  equality  which  the 
cxercife  of  Englifh  law  courts  would  produce.  He  farther  informed  your 
committee,  that,  during  feventeen  years  refidence,  he  never  faw  the  wife, 
or  women,  of  any  man  of  rank  or  zemindar;  that  if  any  European,  how- 
ever high  his  rank,  was  fo  ignorant  of  the  cuftoms  of  .India,  as  to  defire  to 
fee  die  wife  of  a  rajah  or  zemindar,  if  it  was  poffible  for  the  rajah  or  zemin- 
dar not  to  conceive  it  to  be  a  ludicrous  requeft,  he  would  receive  it  with 
aftonifhment  and  horror ;  that  women  .never  walk  in  the  ftreets,  but  are  car- 
ried about  in  clofe  carriages. 

Mr.  Vanfittart  being  farther  examined,  informed  your  committee,  that  it 
is  impofliblc  that  any  people  can  be  more  attached  to  their  particular  cuftoms, 
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religious  ceremonies  and  obfervances,  than  the  Gcntoos ;  that  it  is  notorious, 
that  in  the  time  of  the  famine  in  1770,  many  Gentoos  chofe  rather  to  be 
ftarved,  than  to  eat  the  flefh  of  a  cow ;  that  he  remembers  at  Dinagepore, 
of  which  diftricl  he  was  then  fuperior,  an  inftance  of  a  poor,  ftarving  wretch, 
of  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  who  ventured  to  eat  a  little  of  the  flefh  pf  a 
cow  that  had  been  killed  by  accident ;  that  he  was  -brought  to  him  as  a  pri- 
foner  by  the  rajah  ;  who,  with  the  other  principle  Gentoo  officers^  were  very 
carneft  with  him,  that  he  fhould  be  punifhed  with  the  greateft  feverity ;  that 
he  thinks  they  demanded  his  immediate  death  ;  that  thefe.  religious  obfcr- 
vances tend  to  keep  the  Gentoos  entirely  in  a  ftate  of  feparation  from  ftran- 
gers ;  that  he  never  knew  an  inftance  of  a  convert  being  admitted  to  the 
Gentoo  religion  ;  that  their  cuftoms  and  manners  operate  upon  them  as  more 
than  laws,  becaufe  they  have  a  religious  attachment  to  them ;  and  that,  in 
feci,  they  regulate  their  conduct ;  that  it  is  the  invariable  cuftorn  for  Hindoo 
women  of  any  fuperior  diftindtion  to  be  fecreted  from  the  public  eye ;  that 
during  his  fifteen  years  refidence,  he  never  faw  a  woman  of  any  rank,  fuch  as 
the  wife  of  a  rajah  or  zemindar ;  that  he  cannot  exadlly  fay  to  what  inferior 
claffes  the  ftate  of  feparation  descends;  but  that  he  thinks,  certainly  down 
to  the  wife  of-a  reputable  merchant. 

Major  Renneli  alfo  informed  your  committee,  that  the  Gentoos  are  at- 
tached to  their  cuftoms  and  manners  in  a  remarkable  degree ;  that  they  tend 
to  keep  them  feparate  from  all  the  reft  of  the  World]  that  it  is  very  much  agaihft 
their  inclinations  to  abfent  themfelves  from  their  places  of  refidence,  and  that 
few  occafions  can  make  them  remove  to  any  diftance  from  their  native  fpot; 
that  he  confiders  the  inhabitants  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  as  a  people 
in  a  ftate  of  civilization,  hardly  inferior  to  that  which  prevails  in  Great 
Britain,  in  refpedl  to  manners ;  that  their  behaviour  to  each  other  is  exceed- 
ingly polite  ;  that  they  difcover  nothing  of  that  ferocity  vifible  among  fome 
*f  the  lower  orders  of  men  in  Europe ;  that  they  are  exceedingly  fervile  to 
their  fuperiors,  and  behave  with  mildnefs  and  lenity  to  their  inferiors,  as  far 
as  relates  to  their  extericr  deportment  ;  but  that  the  lower  people,  when  they 
have  had  the  afcendency  over  Europeans,  have  always  behaved  with  info- 
lence ;  that  even  fince  the  provinces  have  been  in  total  fubje&ion,  the  inha- 
bitants have  manifefted  the  utmoft  impatience  under  our  government.  That 
in  the  courfe  of  his  duty,  as  furveyor  general,  he  was  often  attacked  by  peo- 
ple belonging  to  zemindars,  partly,  he  imagines,  with  the  view  of  plunder- 
ing him,  and  partly  becaufe  they  looked  upon  him  as  an  intruding  ftranger. 
That  he  does  not  imagine  there  are  a  thoufand  natives  who  underftand  Eng- 
lii)*,  and  that  they  live  in  the  principal  cities,  and  ferve  as  interpreters  to 
Europeans — That  Hindoo  women  never  appear  in  the  public  functions  of 
their  zemindaries,  or  on  any  other  occafions ;  that  it  would  bring  difgrace 
upon  their  caft ;  that  during  his  thirteen  years  refidence  he  never  faw  a  rajah 
or  zemindar's  wife,  excepting  one  who  was  going  to  burn  herfelf  on  her  huf- 
band's  funeral  pile ;  that  he  remembers  an  inftance  when  an  officer  of  go- 
vernment, being  about  to  meafure  the  ground  on  which  an  Hindoo's  houfe 
flood,  after  fome  fcuffie,  broke  open  the  door  of  the  zenana  or  women's  apart- 
ment, upon  which  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  immediately  deftroyed  himferf  by 
cutting  his  throat ;  and  that  he  has  alfo  heard,  upon  the  very  beft  authority, 
•f  another  inftance,  in  which  an  Hindoo's  houfe  being  on  fire,  and  a  multi- 
tude 
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todc  affembled  in  the  ftreet,  the  matter  of  the  houfe,  rather  than  expofc  the 
women  to  the 'view  of  the  multitude,  thruft  them  into  an  inner  appartment, 
and  was  there  burnt  to  death  with  them. 

There  being  at  this  time  a  b  ram  in  in  England,  who  is  a  fubje£t  of  a  Gen-, 
too  government,  your  committee  judging  it  to  be  the  mod  authentic  fourcc 
of  information,  concerning  the  ufages  and  religion  of  the  Hindoos,  requeued 
his  attendance  ;  and  the  particulars  of  his  examination  being  interpreted  by 
Charles  William  Boughton  Roufe,  Efq.  a  member  of  your  committee,  are— - 
that  his  name  is  Honwontrow;  that  he  comes  from  Poonah,  a  Gentoo  govern* 
ment,  of  which  Sittarah  is  the  capital ;  that  it  is. governed  by  the  Pefliwah, 
who  is  a  bramin  ;  that  he  is  come  to  England  on  the  part  of  Ragenaut 
Row,  with  letters  to  the  King,  and  the  Eaft-India  Company ;  that  he  if 
a  bramin ;  that  his  caft,  as  well  as  all  others,  is  obliged  to  obferve^par- 
ticular  rules  and  modes  of  life ;    that  the  object  of  worlhip  is  alike  to  all 
cails  ;  but  that  there  are  many  feels  and  diftin&ions,  each  of  which  .has  its 
particular  rules  ;  that  there  are  four  principal  calls,  and  within  thefe  there 
are  a  great  many  others  ;  and  that  it  is  criminal  for  any  Gentoo  to  tranfgreft 
the  rules  of  his  particular  caft;   that  he  may  lofe  his  caft  entirely,  or  accor- 
ing  to  the  nature  of  the  offence  ;  it  may  admit  of  expiation.     Then  being 
afked,  whether  fome  of  thefe  expiations  are  not  evpeniive  and  troublefome  ? 
he  faid,  without  expence  and  trouble  how  can  expiation  be  made  ?  that  it 
would  be  proportionable  to  the  crime  ;  for  infra  nee,  brimhatta,  or  killing  of 
a  bramin  ;  ftrehatta,  or  the  killing  of  a  woman  ;  barhatta,  or  the  killing  of 
a  child  ;  gowbatta,  or  the  killing  of  a  cow  ;   are  the  four  great  offences  that 
require  the  moft  rigourous  expiations,  and  the  degree  of  criminality  is  nearly 
alike.     That  he  mull  make  one  diftin&ion,  that  it  can  only  bedone  by  con- 
lent  and  direction  of  learned  bramins  ;  that  in  cafe  of  a  rich  perfon,  the  ex* 
piation  is  large  fums  given  in  charity  ;  if  of  low  condition,  long  pi.  gri  mages, 
as  far  as  twelve  year*,  without  (noes,  and  naked  feet,  would  be  enjoined* 
That  by  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  Gentoos,  a  bramin  might  poflibly  com- 
mit fuch  a  crime  as  to  incur  the  punifhment  of  death  ;  for  inftance,  wilful 
murder  ;  but  there  is  one  thing,  it  is  not  right  to  hang  a  bramin  ;  if  he  is  to 
be  put  to  death,  it  (hould  be  with  a  fword.     At  the  fame  time  the  witnefs 
added,  that  he  never  heard,  of  an  inftance  in  which,  under  an  Hindoo  go- 
vernment, a  bramin  was  put  to  death.    Then  being  a  Iked,  whether  there  is 
any  other  crime,  beiides  wilful  murder,  for  which  a  bramin  can  be  punifhed 
with  death  ?  he   faid,  the  prince  may  take  his  life  for  fome  great  breach  of 
truft  or  crime  againft  the  ftate  ;  but  hanging  would  not  be  the  punifhment ; 
the  panifliment  of  death  is  not  infii&ed  for  i mailer  matters ;  but  what  other 
crimes  can  merit  death  ?  That  hanging  is,  by  the  Hindoos,  con  fide  ted  as  a 
great  pollution  ;  and  farther,  it  is  the  belief  of  the  Hindoos,  that  a  man 
who  fuffers  death  by  the  fword,  has  pardon  for  his  offences  ;  but  if  he  dies 
by  the  halter,  he  dies  with  his  ftns  upon  him — That  a  perfon  dying  by  fili- 
cide, or  by  the  halter,  cannot  have  his  funeral  rites  performed  ;  that  the 
body  of  a  hanged  bramin  is  fo  polluted,  that  another  will  not  touch  it.  And 
being  afked  the  particular  reafon,  the  witnefs  faid,  how  can  I  tell  you  the 
reafons  for  it?    fuch  is  our  ancient  religion.     It  is  a  general  principle  of 
faith,  that  an  Hindoo  fliould  die   placed    upon  the  earth.     Being  afked, 
whether  there  are  not  crimes  by  which  Hindoos  may  lofe  their  caft  ?  he  faid, 
there  are  ;  for  inftance,  that  he,  being  a  bramin,  could  not  cat  any  thing  pre- 
pared 
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Sired  by  the  hands  of  a  perfeeXwho  wa*  tnen  fitting  by  him) ;  that  if  he 
d,  he  (hould  lofe  his  caft ;  and  that  if  he  had  done  it  of  his  own  free  will, 
it  could  not  be  expiated;  that,  though  a  Gentoo,  (hould  he  have  refitted,  if  he 
be  forced  violently  into  an  ad  of  impurity,  it  will  reft  with  the  learned  bra* 
mins,  whether  to  reftore  him  to  his  caft  again,  or  not  ?  that  they  can  do  no- 
thing in  it,  but  by  the  order  of  the  Shatter.  That  they  can  eat  only  the  things 
that  are  permitted  them  by  the  rules  of  their  caft  ;  that  he  has  heard  the 
bramins  of  Canooge  eat  fome  kinds  of  flefh ;  but  that  if  the  bramins  in  his 
country  eat  meat,  they  would  lofe  their  caft ;  that  a  bramin  cannot  eat  his 
food  unlefs  prepared  by  another  bramin ;  that  if  he  (hould  eat  food  dreft  by 
a  perfon  of  another  caft,  it  would  be  an  impurity  ;  that  indulgences  would 
be  allowed  to  perfons  under  an  extreme  illnefs,  or  fuch  hunger  as  might  take 
away  power  of  judgment;  but  that  if  he  (hould  only  be  hungry,  and  had 
the  power  of  dinftinguiftiing  perfons,  no  deviation  from  rule  would  be  al- 
lowed. Being  a(ked,  whether  there  are  any  diftinctions  as  to  veflels  or  places 
of  cookery  ?  he  faid,  there  are  ;  that,  for  inftance,  he  could  not  dreft  his 
food  at  the  (ire  in  the  room  where  he  was  than  fitting,  nor  could  he  drefs  it  in 
borrowed  veflels,  nor  could  he  drefs  it  upon  a  wooden  floor,  but  if  there  was 
ft  fpan  of  earth  upon  the  floor,  he  might ;  that  if  a  man  of  another  caft,  or 
of  no  caft,  was  to  touch  him  at  his  meals,  or  whilft  he  was  dreffing  his  food, 
or  was  to  enter  into  the  fpace  allotted  by  him  for  the  dreffing  his  food,  be 
(hould  be  obliged  to  throw  away  the  victuals ;  and  if  an  hallachore,  or  man 
of  no  caft,  (hould  come  into  the  room  where  his  victuals  were,  the  whole 
houfe  muft  be  waflied  before  he  could  eat  in  it  again ;  that  if  in  the  open  air 
an  hallachore  (hould  touch  him,  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  wafh  himfelf ;  that 
ibme  cafts  would  be  obliged  to  wa(h  their  cloaths  and  body,  others  only  their 
body ;  and  fome  low  cafts  would  not  be  obliged  to  wafh  at  all.  And  being 
aflted,  whether  he  had  not  fuifered  great  difficulties  in  the  journey  from  his 
own  country  to  England  ?  he  faid,  yes,  very  great ;  that  from  Bombay  to 
Mocha,  though  the  voyage  laded  27  days,  be  never  eat  any  thing  but  what 
he  brought  with  him,  fuch  as  fweatmeatb  aud  preferred  fruits,  and  pumkins 
and  vegetables,  and  drank  the  water  he  brought  with  him,  and  never  tailed 
any  food  drefled  on  board  the  (hip— That  when  he  arrived  at  Judda,  the  go- 
vernor, who  was  a  Mahomedan,  examined  his  baggage,  and  ordered  him  into 
confinement  in  the  fame  houfe  with  the  perfees  ;  that  the  governor  fent  him 
victuals  two  or  three  times  every  day  ;  but  for  two  whole  days  he  neither  eat 
nor  drank  any  thing  ;  that  they  were  furprifed  at  his  not  eating,  when 
they  had  fent  him  fo  good  a  dinner ;  and  that  after  fome  difficulty  he  made 
them  underftand,  by  means  of  a  boy,  who  fpoke  his  language,  that  being  a 
bramin,  he  could  not  eat  their  victuals  ;  and  when  he  inftructed  them  what 
his  cuftoms  required,  they  furnifhed  him  with  a  tent,  and  other  neceflary  con- 
veniences for  drefling  his  victuals,  which  he  then  did  with  his  own  hand. 
Being  alked,  what  is  their  mode  of  confinement  of  a  debtor  ?  he  faid,  in  the 
firft  place,  it  is  not  ufual  to  confine  them  ;  but  if  the  perfon  (hould  be  re- 
fractory, and  defobey  the  orders  of  the  magi  ft  rate  for  difcharging  the  debt, 
perhaps  he  would  place  a  guard  upon  his  houfe ;  if  his  debts  amounted  to 
more  t  his  effects,  the  magiftrata  would  then  order  diftribution,  but  he 
nr  "*\  the  images  or  ornements  of  the  place  of  worfhip,  or  of  the 
jr  the  women  and  children,  nor  the  furniture  of  the  houfe  j  tad 
fuffers  nobody  to  go  in  or  out  without  his  penniffiou,  but  mat 
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it  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  the  guard  to  prevent  the  victuals  coming  in,  unjeft 
he  has  a  fpecial  order  from  the  magiftrate  ;  for  the  bufinefs  of  the  guard  is  to 
prevent  any  thing  being  carried  out ;  that  if  the  perfon  has  committed  a 
crime,  and  the  magiftrate  wifhes  to  difgrace  him,  he  may  give  fuch  an  order*; 
that  he  muft  not,  even  in  that  cafe,  difgrace  the  woman — That  it  fometixoes 
happens,  that  a  prince  pieties  a  zemindar  for  payment  of  his  rents,  and  fett 
a  guard  upon  his  houfe ;  that  if  the  zemindar  is  abfent,  and  has  not  the 
money  to  pay,  he  abfconds,  but  then  the  guard  will  not  do  any  thing,  to  afreft 
his  women  :  that  if  he  mould  feize  the  property  of  a  zemindar,  it  would  not 
be  justifiable  to  touch  his  religious  ornaments,  or  his  women's  appartments  ; 
that  befides,  nothing  is  got  by  ruining  a  zemindar,  who  is  the  paramount 
proprietor  of  the  land.  Being  afked.  what  dealings  are  allowed  to  the  bra* 
mins  ?  he  faid,  he  is  prohibited  from  trading  in  fait,  fpirituous  liquors,  oil, 
butter,  fhoes,  and  from  low  trades  ;  that  an  Hindoo  is  obliged  to  wafh  in  a 
tank,  or  river,  at  lead  once  a  day  ;  that  wafhing  in  a  river  is  beft ;  if  he  can- 
not do  that,  he  muft  wafh  in  a  tank,  or  with  water,  in  his  own  houfe ;  that 
not  to  wafh  at  all  would  be  an  impurity ;  that  he  cannot  eat  without,  except 
in  cafe  of  ficknefs — That  if  an  Hindoo  is  excluded  his  caft,  he  is  difgraced, 
and  becomes  hallachore,  and  is  confidered  by  his  family  as  dead  ;  that  evea 
his  funeral  rites  are  performed,  and  his  face  is  never  to  be  feen  afterwards; 
that  the  Hindoos  conuder  the  water  of  the  Ganges  as  facred,  and  vow  to  wafh 
in  it  on  particular  occafions  ;  that  long  pilgrimages  are  confidered  as  expia* 
tions ;  that  the  inferior  calls  of  Hindoos  pay  refpeft  to  the  fuperior  ;  to  a 
bramin  particularly*  the  higheft  ;  that  wealth  is  nothing  in  competition  with 
that  degree  of  rank  ;  that  the  low  people  may  drink  the  water  in  which  a  fu- 
perior has  warned  his  feet  j  that  he  himfelf  would  drink,  and  think  it  would 
be  right  to  do  it,  of  the  water  in  which  a  bramin,  learned  in  their  books,  has 
wafhed  his  feet,  but  it  would  be  a  difgrace  to  the  bramin  to  fufter  hallachores 
or  bafe  people  to  do  it.  Being  aiked,  whether  the  lower  cafts  are  not  much 
offended  when  they  fee  the  higher,  fuch  as  the  bramin,  treated  with  indignity 
and  dtfrefpecl,  or  whether  they  are  pleafed  i  he  faid,  if  a  Rajahpout  fees  an 
indignity  offered  to  a  bramin,  he  will  rifque  his  life  to  protect  him  ;  that  even 
the  lowed  cafts  of  Hindoos  would  not  be  pleafed  to  fee  a  bramin  degraded  ; 
that  what  a  Mahomedan  might  think  upon  it,  he  does  not  know.  The  wit* 
»efs  farther  faid,  that  under  a  Gentoo  government,  the  charges  of  recover- 
ing a  debt  are  a  fourth  part,  which  goes  to  the  magiftrate,  and  makes  part  of 
the  public  revenue ;  that  in  his  country,  women  are  not  fo  much  fecluded 
as  among  the  Mahomedans ;  but  it  would  be  a  difgrace  if  they  went  into 
courts  of  juftice ;  that  if  he  had  guefts  at  his  houfe,  his  wife  might  come  in 
with  the  victuals,  but  could  not  fit  down  with  men ;  that  he  has  heard  that 
the  Rajahpouts,  and  people  of  Bengal,  confine  their  women  more  than  die 
Itfarattas ;  that  they  will  not  permit  them,  particularly  thofe  of  rank,  to  be 
feen ;  that  in  his  country  the  mode  of  recovering  a  debt  from  a  woman,  is 
for  a  magiftrate  to  fent  to  her,  to  fatisfy  the  creditor  ;  if  (he  refufes,  he  or- 
ders her,  if  fhe  be  a  woman  of  character,  to  be  brought  to  his  houfe ;  (he  is 
carried  in  a  covered  carriage,  and  received  by  his  women,  but  is  never  com- 
pelled to  attend  the  caufe  in  a  public  court ;  and  even  if  the  magiftrate  him<- 
iclf  fpeaks  to  her,  there  will  be  a  curtain  between  them.  He  faid  alfo,  that 
it  is  ufual  for  women  in  his  country  to  burn  t^emfelves  on  the  funeral-pile  of 
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^heir  hufbands,  and  that  the  fame  cuftom  prevails  alfo  in  Bengal  and  other  parts 
in  Indoftan. 

And  in  order  to  enable  the  houfe  to  compare  the  effect  and  tendency  of  the 
proceedings  which  appeared  in  evidence*  in  their  enquires  concerning  Bengal, 
with  the  policy  and  conduct  of  the  Mahomedan  governments,  now  and  lately 
exifting  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  province,  relatively  in  the  fame  objects; 
your  committee  proceeded  to  examine  Capt.  Gabriel  Harper,  who  informed 
them,  that  he  had  refided  in  Bengal,  $ahar,  and  OrhTa,  from  1761  to  1774; 
that  he  was  in  the  company's  fervice  from  1763  to  1776,  and  commanded  a 
battalion  of  fepoys  from  1766  to  1774.  feeing  afked,  where  he  was  fta- 
tioned  the  laft  fix  years  of  his  refidence  in  India  ?  he  faid,  in  the  province  of 
Oude,  with  the  vizier  Soujah  Dowlah ;  that  he  was  a  Mahomedan,  and  an  in* 
dependent  prince ;  that  his  dominions  extended  from  eaft  to  weft,  300  miles 
in  length ;  from  north  to  fouth,  near  200  miles  in  breadth  ;  that  they  were 
Tery  populous,  and  well  cultivated ;  that  he  eftimated  the  actual  collection  of 
his  revenues  at  about  one  million  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  ann. 

That  the  vizier's  army  was  limited  by  treaty  in  1768  to  35,000  men;  that 
jt  was  compofed  of  Mahometans  and  Hindoos,  but  by  far  the  greateft  part 
Hindoos  ;  that  many  of  the  principal  officers  were  Hindoos,  and  amongft 
them  feveral  who  held  commands ;  that  the  vizier  was  more  attentive  to  the 
Hindoo  officers  than  to  thofe  of  his  own  religion,  in  order  to  attach  his  Gen- 
too  fubjects  more  t6  his  perfon  and  government. 

That  the  vizier  treated  the  rajahs  and  zemindars  under  his  dependencies 
with  the  greateft  marks  of  civility,  refpect  and  friendfhip,  and  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  women's  appartments;  that  in  coming  near  a  village,  he 
would  quit  the  main  road,  that  he  might  avoid  feeing  their  inclofures,  as  his 
fituation  on  an  elephant  would  enable  him  to  overlook  them  ;  that  he  always 
%  recommended  a  fimilar  conduct  to  the  witnefs,  which  he  invariably  obferved. 

Being  afked,  whether,  during  his  refidence  with  the  vizier,  he  ever  knew 
of  a  zemindar  being  difpoffefled  of  his  zemindary  by  him  ?  he  faid,  that  he 
can  only  recollect  one  inftance ;  that  it  was  for  arrears  of  rent,  and  it  hap- 
pened to  a  man  who  had  been  frequently  in  arrear,  and  frequently  pardoned ; 
and  who  was  notorious,  not  only  for  ill  payment  of  revenue,  but  for  his  con- 
duct towards  thofe  who  were  under  his  government.  Being  aflced,  what  was 
his  mode  of  proceeding  on  that  difmiffion  ?  faid,  that  the  zemindar  was  fum- 
moned  to  attend  at  Fizabad,  the  vizier's  court ;  that  being  unable  to  pay  his 
arrears,  or  to  find  fecurity  for  the  payment,  he  was  difpoffeffed  of  his  zemin- 
dary, and  imprifoned  ;  where  he  remained  fome  time,  but  was  afterwards  re- 
leafed  at  the  interceflion  of  fome  of  the  Gentoo  Officers  about  the  court. 

Being  afked  what  he  meant  by  imprifonment  ?  faid,  a  guard  fet  over  his 
perfon  m  a  place  near  the  cutchery,  appointed  for  the  confinment  of  Gen- 
too prifoners*  where  his  own  fervants  attended  him  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
he  had  been  in  his  own  houfe  ;  that  he  was  fuffered  fometimes  to  fit  under  a 
tree,  and  to  fleep  under  a  tent  occafionally  pitched  for  him  ;  that  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Oude,  perfons  of  different  religions  and  cafts  are  never  confined  in 
the  fame  place  ;  for  thev  are  very  careful  not  to  offend  the  cuftoms  and  reli- 
gions of  one  feet  or  the  other,  and  it  would  give  great  offence.  Being 
afked,  whether  it  is  ufual  to  imprifon  perfons  for  debt  in  that  country  ?  he 
faid,  thev  are  fometimes  imprifoned  for  debt,  but  not  often ;  that  imprifon- 
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ing  their  perfons  is  the  laft  refource  they  apply  to ;  that  they  treat  their 
debtors  with  great  lenity,  rod  never  diftrefs  them  if  they  can  give  probable 
fecurity  of  paying  their  debts  in  a  moderate  time ;  part  of  *t  is  frequently 
remitted ;  and  particularly  in  the  cafe,  of  the  zemindar  before  menti6ned, 
who  was  indebted  to  the  vizier  24,000!.  all  of  which  was  remitted  when  the 
zemindar  was  rejeafed ;  that  a  man  is  confidered  as  of  a  very  unfeeling  and 
litigious  difooGtibn,  who  purfues  his  debtor  to  the  extremities  of  confinement, 
and  it  is  difcountenanced  by  the  courts  of  julHce.  Being  afked,  what  is  the 
ufual  rate  of  interett  in  that  country  ?  he  informed  your  committee,  that  it  is 
generally  one  per  cent,  per  month  ;  but  that  when  individuals  are  much 
prefled  for  money,  the  monied  men  are  apt  to  exa&  more,  but  are  liable  to 
puniftiment  for  ufury ;  that  in  this  he  confines  himfelf  to  mercantile  tranf- 
a&ionR.  Being  afked,  if  he  ever  knew  or  heard  of  places  of  public  worfhip 
being  profaned  by  the  Mahomedans,  in  executing  the  vizier's  orders  againff. 
a  zemindar  ?  he  .faid,  never  once ;  ftrift  orders  are  always  given  to  avoid 
*  any  thing  of  that  kind. 

Being  alked,  in  what  degree  of  refpeft  the  women  of  the  rajahs  and  prin- 
cipal zemindars  are  held  in  the  vizier's  dominions  ?  he  laid,  in  the  greateli 
jefpeel ;  that  he  never  heard  an  in  fiance  of  an  infult  being  offered  to  an 
Hindoo  woman  of  any  defcription,  during  the  time  of  his  rcfidence  there  ; 
that  by  infult  he  means,  that  their  private  apartments  may  not  be  invaded  by 
any  perfon  whatfoever ;  that  there  are  fome  of  the  lower  orders  of  Gentoo 
women,  who  in  the  time  of  the  harvefl  affitl  in  the  fields ;  that  to  fee  thofe 
women  is  no  indignity  ;  but  if  yon  offered  to  touch  their  perfons,  break  in 
upon  their  retirements,  or  to  touch  the  places  where  they  drefs  their  victu- 
als, it  would  be  coniidered  as  a  violation  of  their  cuftoms  and  religious  ob- 
fervances ;  that  he  never  heard  of  fuch  infults  being  offered  in  any  cafe, 
cither  by  orders  from  the  vizier,  or  from  hk  courts  of  juftice. 

Being  afked,  what  was  the  proportion  of  Hindoos  and  Mahomedans  in  the 
province  of  Oudc  ?  he  laid,  he  could  not  precifely  anfwer,  but  that  the  Ma- 
homedans bear  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  Gentoos. 

Being  afked,  whether  he  was  at  the  fnrrender  of  EUiabad  in  1765  ?  he 
faid,  he  was ;  and  that  it  furrendered  at  discretion  ;  that  there  were  raanv 
women  of  diilinciion,  Mahomedans  and  Hindoos,  there  at  the  time  of  the 
furrendcr  ;  that  Sir  Robert  Fletcher,  who  commanded  the  Englifh  army, 
fuftered  the  women  to  go  away  in  covered  carriages,  unexamined,  and  with 
a  guard,  though  he  had  intimation  at  the  time,  that  they  had  fecreted  mo- 
ney and  jewels  to  a  very  confiderablc  amount. 

Being  afked,  if  he  had  been  at  the  city  of  Benares  ?  he  faid,  frequently  ; 
and  that  it  is  efteemed  a  holy  city,  the  refidenqe  of  Jearuing  and  religion. 
Being  afked,  in  whofe  dominions  that  city  is?  he  faid,  it  was  then  in  the 
dominions  of  Soujah  Dowlah,  but  under  the  immediate  government  of  his 
zemindar,  Rajah  Bulwan  Sing,  who,  by  the  vizier's  permiilion,  exercifed  fo- 
▼ereign  authority :  that  the  annual  tribute  he  paid  the  vizier  was  about  22  or 
23  lacks  of  rupees ;  that  he  thinks  there  were  no  Mahomedan  officers  belong- 
ing to  Soujah  Dowlah,  who  were  in  authority  at  Benares  ;  that  the  vizier  ap- 
pointed one  officer,  the  fuperintendant  of  the  mint,  who  was  ufually  a  Genr 
too.  Being  afked,  if  he  had  often  refided  in,  "or  patted  through,  the  pro** 
yinces  of  Benares  or  Gazypore  ?  hfe  faid,  he  had  frequently  paffed  through 
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them,  and  had  often  refided  a  month  at  a  time  at  Benares  ;  that  rather  a  more 
than  lefs  lenient  mode  of  government  is  obferved  in  the  provinces  of  Benares 
and  Gazypore  than  prevails  in  thofe  provinces  which  were  more  immediately 
under  Soujah  Dowlah's  government. 

Being  afked,  if  there  are  many  reputable  fhroffs  refident  at  Benares  ?  he 
faid,  a  great  many  men  of  large  property,  whofe  money  dealings  extend  to 
all  parts  of  India  ;  that  their  bills  of  exchange  are  very  current  at  Surat; 
that  the  rate  of  intereft  there,  is,  he  believes,  nearly  the  fame  as  throughout 
the  whole  province  of  Oude,  Being  aiked,  if  it  was  confidered  as  a  place  of 
particular  fecurity  for  the  depofit  of  money  ?  he  faid,  it  was  ;  but  he  believes 
that  idea  arofe  from  the  nature  of  its  government.  Being  afked,  whether 
the  effect  of  this  government  was  to  attach  the  inhabitants  to  the  perfons  and 
government  of  Soujah  Dowlah  and  JBulwan  Sing  ?  he  faid,  that  mode  of  go* 
vernment  certainly  did  attach  them  to  their  perfons  and  adminiftration. 

Being  afked,  how  the  provinces  of  Benares  and  Gazypore  are  cultivated, 
compared  with  thole  parts  of  Babar  which  adjoin,  and  are  only  feparated  by 
the  river  Caiamnaffa  ?  he  faid,  the  provinces  of  Benares  and  Gazypore  are 
more  highly  cultivated  than  any  he  ever  pafTed  through,  and  far  fuperior  to 
the  adjoining  one  of  Bahar ;  and  that  he  attributes  this  comparative  profpe- 
rity  of  thofe  provinces  to  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  the  fecure 
anci  lenient  government  they  live  under. 

Being  afked,  whether  the  Hindoos  are  much  attached  to  their  manners  and 
cuftoms  and  religious  obfervances  ?  he  faid,  they  are  very  much.  And  whe- 
ther the  Gentoo  fepoys  in  the  Hnglifh  fervice  pay  much  refpect  to  the  per- 
fons of  the  Bramins,  to  their  places  of  worfhip,  and  to  their  religious  ob- 
fervancet  ?  he  replied,  that  he  knows  n  umber  lcfs  in  (lances  to  prove  that  they 
do;  that  Gentoo  fepoys,  on  the  line  of  a  ma-ch  palling  through  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  place  ot  worfhip,  frequently  have  applied  to  tluir  officers  tor 
leave  of  abfence  to  pciform  their  devotions;  that  the  battalion  which  he 
commanded  was  principally  compofed  of  Gentoos ;  and  that  in  the  feveral 
routs  that  he  has  marched  through  rhe  provinces  of  Soujah  Dowlah,  he  has 
fometimes,  at  the  general  requ«  ft  of  all  the  Gentoo  troops,  when  it  did  not 
interfere  with  any  particular  iervice  that  he  was  employed  in,  halted  a  dav  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  paying  their  devotions  at  any  remarkable  place 
of  woifbip;  and  he  knows,  that  Soujah  Dowlah  has  often  obferved  the  lame 
conduct  with  the  Hindoos  of  his  army.  Being  afked,  at  that  feafon  of  the 
year  when  pilgrims  come  from  all  parrs  of  India  to  Inthe  in  the  Ganges  and 
other  rivers,  what  was  their  treatment  from  Soujah  Dowlah's  government?, 
he  faid,  that  there  are  two  places  of  bathing  and  worfhip  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Eizabad,  where,  on  the  arrival  of  the  pilgrims,  guards  were  (rati- 
oned^ to  protect  them  in  their  religious  obfervances ;  and, Soujah  Dowlah 
conflantly  made  large  donations  among  it  the  poorer  fort  of  ihe  pilgrims,  for 
their  maintenance  during  their  pilgrimage. 

Being  afked,  whether  the  zemindars  in  the  vizier's  dominions  exorcifed  any 
jurifdiftion,  and  what  ?  he  faid,  they  had  civil  and  criminal  jurifdiclion  ;  that 
he  has  fcen  robbers  punifhed  by  zemindars,  both  by  corporal  punifhment, 
and  even  death.  Being  afked,  if  any  of  them  kept  up  a  military  force  in 
their  refpeclive  diftricls  ?  he  faid,  Bulwan  Sing  had  an  cltablifhed  army; 
the  others  only  fufficient  to  enforce  their  orders,  and  prevent  difturbances  in 
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their  feveral  diftricts.  Being  afked,  whether,  when  the  vizier  took  the  field, 
it  was  ufual  to  fummon  the  rajahs  and  zemindars  to  attend  him  in  fupport  of 
the  war  ?  he  faid,  Bulwan  Sing  always  furnifhed  a  quota,  but  he  does  not  re- 
colled  any  being  fent  from  the  other  zemindars.  The,n  being  alked,  if  there 
were  many  zemindars,  and  thofe  confiderable  ?  he  informed  your  committee, 
that  there  were  many,  and  they  rented  from  50,000  rupees  to  three  lacks  an- 
nually ;  that  they  confidered  themfelvcs  as  fecure  in  their  pofTeffions,  by  pay- 
ing their  aceuflomed  rents.  Being  afked,  whether  it  was  ufual  in  Soujah 
Dowlah,  or  Bulwan  Sing,  to  raife  the  rents,  or  let  the  zemindaries  to  the 
higheft  bidder?  he  faid,  never;  that  he  believes  they  would  rather  have 
lowered  their  rents,  if  uu  abatement  was  neccflary,  to  a  man  who  had  been 
pun&ual  in  his  former  payments ;  and  in  times  of  public  misfortune,  fuch  as 
the  want  of  rain  ;  that  upon  proper  representation  being  made,  he  knows  that 
part  of  the  balance  has  been  remitted.  Being  alked,  if  the  zemindaries 
were  confidered  as  hereditary  in  the  families  of  the  zemindars  ?  he  faid,  no; 
it  depended  upon  the  will  of  the  prince,  but  that  he  made  a  point  of  con- 
tinuing it  in  the  family,  provided  there  was  no  particular  objection  to  the  next 
in  fucceffion.  Being  afked,  if  he  knew  what  proportion  the  revenue  payable 
by  the  zemindars  bore  to  their  income  ?  he  faid,  he  could  not  defcribe  the 
proportion,  but  that  the  zemindars  had  always  fufficient  to  maintain  them- 
feives and  their  families  with  dignity  and  refpect,  correfpondent  to  their  fitua- 
tions.  Being  -alked,  if  the  Mahomedan  men  of  the  law,  or  muftees,  in  the 
countries  adove  mentioned,  were  in  general  in  ill  reputation  on  account  of 
their  corruption  ?  he  faid,  their  decifions  were  in  general  eficemed  jufl,  and 
their  pcrfons  held  in  refpect;  and  the  Hindoo  doctors  or  pundits  were  alfo 
held  in  refpect.  Then  being  afked,  what  effect:  the  introducing  the  Englifli 
law  into  the  provinces  of  Benares  and  Gazypore  would  have  ;  he  informed 
your  committee,  that  the  government  they  lived  under  when  he  was  there^ 
"was  fo  good,  and  fo  well  calculated,  that  the  introduction  of  any  innovations, 
and  particularly  of  the  Englifli  law,  which  in  many  in  fiances  is  fo  totally  op- 
polite,  would  be  attended  with  many  evils  and  inconveniences.  Being 
aiked,  if  ^he  was  ever  in  the  country  of  the  Rohillas,  and  of  what  religion 
their  chiefs  were  ?  he  faid,  he  had  been  through  feveral  provinces  of  it,  and 
that  their  chiefs  were  M  ihomedaris ;  that  the  government  there  was  con- 
ducted in  the  fame  manner,  and  upon  the  fame  principles  in  which  it  was 
conducted  in  the  province  of  Oude  ;  that  when  he  puffed  through  it  on  an 
embafly  from  Soujah  Dowlah,  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  Rohilla  chiefs, 
to  which  the  Englifli  became  guarantees,  it  was  in  the-  moil  flourifhing  ftate 
that  a  country  could  be. 

Being  afked,  if  the  Mahomedan  and  Hindoo  fepoys  are  attached  to  our 
fervice  ?  he  faid,  that  where  there  is  but  common  jufiice  done  to  them,  and 
their  particular  rights  and  cufloms  referved  to  them,  there  are  no  fet  of  peo- 
ple more  firmly  attached  to  the  fervice,  or  to  the  officers  who  command  them  : 
that  they  are  orderly  and  obedient,  the  Hindoos  more  than  the  Mahomedans  ; 
that  they  are  not  deficient  in  perfonal  courage  and  military  point  of  honour. 
Being  afked,  whether,  if  they  were  employed  in  the  execution  of  modes  of 
procefs,  and  of  laws  repugnant  to  their  manners  and  inftitutions,  and  deroga- 
tory to  the  hononr  of  thofe  whom  they  refpect,  they  could  be  perfectly  relied 
on,  or  what  would  be  the  effect  ?  he  faid,  from  the  obfervations  he  has  made 
of  their  difpofitions,  that  he  thinks  they  would  rather  oppofe  than  aflifi  fuch 
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proceedings.  Being  aiked,  whether  the  Hindoos  in  general  think,  that  pre- 
serving a  refpect  to  the  difKnction  of  rank  and  catr,  tends  moil  to  their  op- 
preflion  or  protection  ?  he  faid,  it  tends  to  their  protection  ;  for  he  does  not 
conceive  that  the  other  orders  of  the  Gentoos  would  patiently  fee  a  great  in- 
dignity offered  to  their  bramins.  Being  farther  afked,  whether  a  tribunal 
which  proceeds  againfl  all  ranks  of  people  with  one  common  rigour,  would, 
from  the  circumftance  of  that  equality,  be  thought  pleafing  to  the  lower  cafh 
and  rank  of  people,  and  tending  to  the  general  benefit  ?  he  faid,  it  is  his  opi- 
nion, that  it  would  be  very  unpopular  and  difpleafing  to  all  ranks  and  calls ; 
that  it  would  do  no  good,  but  that  every  evil  might  be  apprehended  from  it. 
Being  afked,  whether  the  fettlements  of  Englifh  attornies  or  council  at  law 
at  Benares,  through  whom  they  might  carry  their  fuits  to  the  fupreme  court 
at  Calcutta,  againil  their  own  magistrates,  men  of  the  law,  and  principal  ze- 
mindars, would  not  be  of  great  ufe,  and  prevent  them  from  oppreffion  ?  he 
faid,  he  thinks  the  decifions  of  their  own  courts  and  judges  generally  fo  up- 
right, and  fpeedily  determined  at  little  expence,  that  the  introduction  of  fuch 
attornies  or  council  would  be  one  of  the  greatett  misfortunes  that  could  befal 
them.  Being  afked,  whether  an  opinion  has  not  prevailed  in  Bengal,  thatfe- 
veral  Engliflt  gentlemen,  in  authority  under  the  company,  have  abufed  their 
power  in  many  inftances,  to  the  oppreffion  of  the  natives  ?  he  faid,  he  had 
heard  of  fuch  things,  and  complaints  have  been  preferred  to  the  governor  of 
Calcutta  againil  individuals  of  that  defcription.  Being  afked,  whether  he 
thought  there  Was  any  foundation  for  this  opinion,  and  thofe  complaints? 
he  faid,  in  fome  inftances  he  believed  they  were  jufl,  but  has  heard  of  others 
where  the  charge?  were  not  proved.  Being  aiked,  whether  in  cafe  of  fuch 
practices,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  legal  proof  that  fuch  pradYires  doexift,  though 
notorious  to  the  country  ?  he  faid,  where  fuch  practices  are  very  notorious,  it 
is  not  difficult  to  obtain  proof.  Being  farther  afked,  whether  the  power  and 
authority  of  Englifh  gentlemen  do  not  intimidate  the  natives  from  making 
fuch  complaints  ?  he  faid,  perhaps  it  might,  whilfl  they  filled  the  flation,  but 
on  their  removal  to  any  other  fhition,  which  is  conftantly  prac~rifed  in  the 
company's  fervice,  if  they  had  been  guilty  of  anv  illegal  practices,  there 
would  not  be  wanting  proofs  to,  convict  them.  Being  afked,  whether  a  fuc- 
ceffor,  inclined  to  the  fame  practices,  would  not  endeavour  to  intimidate  them 
from  fuch  complaints  ?  he  fan!,  the  fucceflbr  might  have  the  fame  difpofition, 
but  might  not  have  the  power  of  preventing  them.  Being  afked,  to  whom 
mnft  fuch  complaints  have  been  made  at  Calcutta,  before  the  arrival  of  the 
judges*?  he  faid,  if  againfl  a  civil  fervant,  to  the  governor  and  council ;  if 
againfl  a  military  officer,  to  the  governor  and  council  through  the  comman- 
der in  chief.  Being  aiked,  by  whom  were  the  gentlemen  exerciling  authority 
in  the  provinces  appointed  r  he  faid,  by  the  governor  and  council.  Being 
farther  nfked,  if  there  was  a  difpofition  in  the  governor  and  council  to  protect 
thofe  officers  they  had  appointed,  whether  there  was  any  mode  of  redreis  in 
the  country  for  the  perfons  injured  ?  he  informed  your  committee,  that  there 
was  no  authority  fuperior  to  the  governor  and  council.  And  being  afked, 
whether,  from  what"  he  knows  of  the  difpofition,  ufages,  and  faculties  of  the 
natives,  he  thinks  any  application  to  England  would  be  probable  ?  he  faid, 
the  Mahomedans  and  fome  calls  of  the  Gentooi  would  have  no  difficulty ; 
but  to  the  bramins  and  higher  calls  it  would  be  very  difficult,  and  they  would 
raih~  to  much  hardfliip, 
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Mr.  Barwell  being  afked,  if  the  zemindars  and  farmers  of  the  country  hare 
not  been  frequently  guilty  of  flagrant  and  notorious  acts  oppreflioii  ?  faid, 
that  considering  the  great  number  of  people,  it  is  not  poilible  that  trangreffions 
fhould  not  have  been  committed  ;  but  compared  with  any  other  ftate  of  fo- 
ciety,  he  apprehends  the  inftances  of  oppreflion,  among  the  zemindars  and 
renters  of  India,  will  not  apear  more  numerous  or  attrocious  than  in  other 
countries  ;  he  imputes  this  to  the  defpotifm  of  that  government,  which  take* 
inftant  cognizance,  and  infl'cts  immediate  punifhment,  on  delinquents  guilty 
of  acts  of  oppreffion.  Being  afked,  if  the  fuprerr.e  court  would  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  anfwer  the  ends  of  its  appointment,  in  protecting  the  natives,  with- 
out having  jurisdiction  over  the  zemindars  ?  faid,  certainly  not.  Being  afked, 
if  it  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  country,  that  the  .zemindars  fhould  be 
made  amenable  to  the  jurifdicTion  of  the  fupreme  court,  in  order  to  enable  it 
to  attain  the  ends  of  its  inftitution  ?  faid,  that  the  ends  of  its  institution,  in 
his  apprehenfion,  did  not  require  a  jurii'diclion  over  the  zemindars ;  he  did  not 
believe  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  country  ;  fuch  an  extension  ofjurifdic- 
tion  would  bring  with  it  fomuch  bufinefs,  that  the  court  would  not  have  it  in 
their  power  to  go  through  one  tenth  part  of  it.  Being  afked,  whether  the 
inftitution  of  circuits,  and  the  etfablifhment  of  more  courts  of  judicature, 
iimilar  and  iubcTdinnte  to  the  fupreme  court,  might  not  remedy  that  effect, 
and  extent  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  laws  to  the  whole  body  of  native  inha- 
bitants ?  faid,  that  any  inftitution  which  may  be  formed  upon  the  practice  of 
our  courts,  will  make  the  whole  fyftem  foexceedingly  complicated,  isfo  novel, 
and  fo  little  fuited  the  genius  of  the  people,  that  he  believes  it  would  mul- 
tiply the  evils  that  are  already  experienced  ;  a  fummary  and  more  fimple 
mode  of  adminiftering  juftice,  is  the  only  inftitution  which  can  be  beneficial 
to  a  country,  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  which  fupport  themielvcs  and 
families  upon  to  trifling  an  income  as  about  3I.  10s.  per  annum.  Being 
afked  what  is  the  expence  of  fuits  in  the  country  courts?  faid,  not  a  far- 
thing. Being  afked,  .whether  he  fuppo'ed  this  facility  of  applying  to  a  court 
of  ju  Oice  encouraged  litigation?  faid,  it  may;  and  -of  this  he  was  certain, 
that  few  people  are  more  impatient  under  wrongs  than  the  Indians.  B?ing 
afked,  if  he  thought  that  law  proceedings  in  the  country  courts,  might  not  be 
made  fubjedt  to  a  fmall  tax,  without  prejudice  to  the  iubitantial  administration 
of  juftice  ?  he  faid,  he  thought  they  might.  Being  afked,  if  the  e*p<nces  of 
fuits  in  the  fupreme  court  are  coniidcrtible  ?  faid  they  are.  Being  afk?d,  if 
they  arc  as  considerable  as  in  England  r  faid,  they  are,  and  more  to.  Being 
afked,  what  inftances  he  had  known,  where  natives,  by  mutual  content,  had 
fubmittcd  their  cafes  to  the  juaifdiction  of  the  fupreme  court  ?  faid,  that  he 
»did  not  know  of  any  inftances  of  natives  voluntarily  fubmitting  their  caufes  to 
the  jurifdiction  of  the  court  j  when  contracts  are  entered  into  for  money  bor- 
rowed, there  are  very  few  natives  who  do  not  demand  it  as  a  condition  from 
the  borrower,  that  he  fliall  be  amenable  to  the  court.;  Being  afked,  if  he 
meantout  of  Calcutta  ?  laid,  he  meant  native  borrowers,  who  do  not  refidt  in 
Calcutta  ;  but  that  he  knew  of  no  lender  that  made  this  demand,  but  what 
was  refident  in  Calcutta,  or  had  family  connections  there.  Being  afked* 
whether  he  thought,  that  without  the  fupreme  court,  or  fome  fimilar  efta- 
blifhment,  any  effectual  means  could  be  provided  for  reftraining  the  mifde- 
meanors  of  Britifh  fubjects,  and  their  oppression  of  the  native.-,  ?  faid,  yes, 
he  thought  government  had  the  means,  -}  but  in  his  opiuion,  fom§  inftitution 
3  was 


494  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1781. 

was  necefTary,  to  check  the  defpotifm  of  the  government^  and  fence  the  f abject 
againft  oppreffion.  Being  afked,  whether  he  iigned  the  letters  to  the  court  of 
directors,  of  the  10th  and  25th  of  Januiry,  1780?  faid,  he  really  did  not  re- 
colled,  but  thinks  he  mull  have  iigned  them,  as  he  was  in  the  country  at  that 
time.  Being  afked,  whether  the  difTention  between  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  the  governor  general  and  council,  did  not  originate  fo  early  as  the 
year  1776  ?  faid,  that  there  were  difputes  between  the  court  and  the  governor 
general  and  council  fo  early  as  1774.  Being  afked,  whether  qucftions  con- 
cerning jurisdiction  have  not  been  continually  agitated  from  that  time  to  his 
departure  from  India  ?  faid,  they  have.  Being  afked,  whether  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  juges  upon  thefe  occafions  appeared  fair  and  regular,  or  replete 
with  irregularity  and  injufHce  ?  faid,  they  appeared  to  him  fair  and  regular, 
but  in  many  inftances  detrimental  to  the  revenue.  Being  afked,  if  the  whole 
of  their  proceedings  in  a  particular  cafe,  namely,  that  of  Rajah  Chiton  Sing, 
zemindar  of  BifTempore,  was  not  reprefented  by  the  governor  general  and 
council,  to  the  court  of  directors,  to  be  replete  with  irregularity  and  injufHce? 
faid,  he  believed  it  might  ;  he  recollects  this  inftance,  and  he  thinks  he  joined 
in  the  representation.  Being  afked^  if  there  were  not  arzees,  or  petitions, 
from  zemindars,  complaining  of  the  extenfion  of  jurifdiftion  by  the  fupreme 
court  about  that  time,  preferred  to  the  governor  general  and  council  ?  faid, 
that  he  heard  of  fueh  complaints,  and  he  mult  refer  to  the  records  of 
the  company,  and  to  the  particular  arzees  or  petitions  ;  however,  for  the 
information  of  the  committee,  he  mult  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  there 
were  many  who  complained  of  the  operation  of  the  jurisdiction  upon  them, 
and  anxious  to  be  exempted,  yet  applied  to  the  court  in  puriuitofre- 
drefs,  or  to  fcreen  themielves  under  fume  procefs  of  the  law,  againft 
either  the  acts  of  government,  in  enforcing  payment  of  its  rents,  or  of  indi- 
vidual, profecuting  in  the  country  courts  ot  juftice.  Being  aiked,  if  before 
he  left  Bengal,  theie  were  not  petitions  from  zemindars,  and  others,  to  the 
governor  general  and  council,  again  ft  the  jurifdiction  of  the  fupreme  court  ? 
faid,  yes.  Being  i;fked,  whether  he  thought  thofe  petitions  were  the  natural 
elfecls  of  their  own  opinions  and  {'ear?,  or  obtained  trom  them  by  the  dread 
of  the  authority  and  power  of  the  governor  general  and  council,  or  any  other 
Europeans,  or  their  agtnts  ?  faid,  he  believed  them  to  have  proceeded  from 
the  people  themfeJvcs,  without  any  European  influence  or  interference  wh:it- 
foever ;  and  this  farther  teafon  operated  upon  his  mind,  that  no  European  in- 
fluence had  been  ui'cd^  as  the  petitions  are  calculated  to  exempt  the  natives 
from  prosecutions  in  our  courts,  while  Englifhmen  of  all  denominations  are 
open  to  the  attacks  of  the  native?.  Being  afked,  what  would  be  the  confe* 
cjuence  of  obliging  natives,  not  fubjecr  to  the  jiirifdic-Yibn  of  the  fupreme 
court,  to  plead  to  the  jurisdiction  ?  faid,  that  fimply  to  plead  to  the  jurisdiction, 
could  be  attended  with  no  inconvenience  to  the  party  •,  but  owing  to  their 
ignorance  of  the  law,  and  the  advantages  taken  by  the  atrornies  of  the  court 
of  that  ignorance,  they  are  exceedingly  harrafled  and  perplexed  by  the  pro* 
cefs  which  ifllies  to  compel  them  to  put  in  the  plea,  even  to  the  ruin  of  them- 
lelves and  families.  Being  afked,  if  it  was  eafy  for  the  natives  to  obtain  bail  ? 
faid,  it  was  not  eafy  for  any  native,  not  immediately  refident  in  Calcutta;  for 
men  materially  engaged  for  the  revenue  to  government,  it  had  been  ufual  for 
the  government  to  bail  an  appearance  to  the  fuit,  to  prevent  the  confequences 
to  the  revenue,  by  their  removal  from  the  province  where  ihey  rclided  to 

Calcutta, 
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Calcutta.  Perfbns  not  concerned  in  the  revenue  do  not  come  under  the  notice 
of  government,  and  are  left  to  find  bail  where  they  can.  Being  afked,  if 
fuch  perfons  do  not  find  bail,  what  is  the  confequence?  faid  he  believed  a 
writ  of  fequeftration  iflbes  to  compel  appearance.  Being  afked,  if  he  had 
known  any  inftances  of  zemindars  being  fummoned  from  diftant  places  to 
plead  to  the  jurifdltion  of  the  court;  and  when  arrived  at  Calcutta,  and 
having  declared  their  intention  to  plead,  that  then  the  action  had  been  drop- 
ped ?  faid,  he  had  heard  of  fuch  inftanccs.  Being  afked,  if  he  ever  heard  of 
fuch  actions  being  again  renewed,  and  the  zemindar  brought  down  a  fecond 
time,  and  then  the  iuit  again  dropped?  faid,  he  had  heard  of  fuch  inftances. 
"Being  afked,  if.it  was  not  the  ufual  practice  in  the  company's  fervice,  when 
any  member  differed  with  the  majority,  for  him  to  concur  in  the  execu- 
tion of  what  is  fo  determined,  but  to  enter  his  own  reafons  on  record 
againft  the  refolution  of  the  majority?  he  faid,  it  is  ufual ;  and  it  is  ufual 
often  to  difpenle  with  it ;  and  that  circumftances,  and  the  ttate  of  the  council 
determine  the  individual  in  this.  Being  afked,  if  he  knew  of  any  increafc 
of  falary  or  appointment  to  Sir  John  Day,  advocate  general,  beyond  the  or- 
ders of  the  Ealt.  India  Company  ?  faid,  he  did  :  the  addition  was  made  on  the 
ground  of  his  giving  up  all  kinds  of  private  bulinefs,  and  devoting  himfelf 
entirely  to  the  company.  Being  afked,  at  what  period  of  time  this  augmen- 
tation was  made  ?  faid,  he  did  not  particularly  recollect ;  he  delired  leave  to 
refer  to  the  records. — Being  afked,  if  the  advocate  general  had  much  practice 
before  this  augmentation  ?  faid,  he  really  cannot  fay  ;  he  never  officiated  as 
an  advocate  in  the  court ;  and  his  knowledge  of  fome  few*  cafes  being  ftated 
to  him,  will  not  allow  him  to  fay  his  practice  was  exteniive ;  he  rather  be- 
lieves it  was  not. 

On  the  f abject  of  the  exercife  of  the  penal  law  of  England,  over  fuch  na- 
tives ot  Bengal  as  the  fupreme  court  have  conftrued  to  be  within  their  juris- 
diction, your  committee  thought  it  proper  to  enquire  into  the  effects  produced 
upon  the  minds  ot  the  natives,  by  the  punifliment  of  death,  inflicted  on  Mar 
Rajah  Nundcomar,  a  native  of  high  rank  in  that  country,  for  a  forgery,  under 
an  act  of  George  II.  charged  to  have  been  committed  feveral  years  before  the 
inftitution  "f  the  court. 

The  court  of  directors  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  in  their  letter  to  Lord 
Vifcount  Weymouth,  dated  Nove.nber  the  19th,  1777,  ftate  *'  that  Nund- 
comar  was  indicted,  tried,  convicted,  and  executed,  tor  an  offence  which  was 
not  capital  by  the  laws  of  the  country  where  the  offence  was  committed — That 
they  conceive  this  proceeding  to  be  a  matter  of  moft  ferious  importance,  and 
big  with  confequences  the  moft  alarming  to  the  natives  of  India ;  and  that 
the  general  principle  which  the  judges  feem  to  have  laid  down  in  their  pro- 
ceedings againlt  Nundcomar,  is,  that  all  the  criminal  law  of  England  is  in 
force,  and  "binding,  upon  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  circle  of  their  juris- 
diction in  Bengal*" 

The  circumftances*of  this  execution  are  fet  forth  by  the  governor  general 
and  council,  and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  by  different  members  of 
thofe  bodies,  in  various  papers. 

And  the  witneffes  examined  by  your  committee,  have  given  the  evidence 
which  follows : 

Thoma* 
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Thomas  Farrer,  Efquire,  one  of  the  members  of  your  committee,  being 
examined,  was  asked,  if  he  was  not  at  Calcutta  at  the  time  of  Nundcomar's 
trial,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of  his  cafe  ?  faid,  he  was  in 
Calcutta,  and  was  counfel  in  the  caufe  fur  the  Mar  Rajah.  Being  aflced, 
whether  he  took  advantage  of  arguing  concerning  the  inapplicability  ot  a 
penal  Englifli  ftatutc  to  the  cafe  of  Nundcomar?  faid,  no  doubt  he  did:  he 
iirft  prepared  and  put  in  a  pica  to  the  jurildiction  of  the  court ;  that  plea  be- 
ing over-ruled,  he  afterwards  contended,  that  though  the  judgeb  might  in 
ftridtnefs  deem  thcmfelves  competent  to  try  him,  yet  that  the  Englifli  ftatute, 
that  made  the  oftence,  up.n  which  he  was  to  be  tried,  capital,  could  never  be 
meant  to  extend  to  perions  under  his  circumftances.  Being  asked,  if  that  ar- 
gument was  admitted  in  favour  of  his  client?  faid,  that  the  confeqoences 
which  were  publicly  known  to  have  followed,  fpeak  the  contrary,  as  he  was 
condemned  and  executed.  Being  asked,  it  any  application  was  made,  to 
refpite  the  execution  of  the  fentence  until  his  Majefty's  pleafurc  fliouldbe 
known  ?  faid,  that  the  fuprcme  court  have,  by  virtue  of  the  charter  under 
which  they  lit,  a  difcretionary  power  of  granting  appeals  and  refpiting  exe- 
cution in  criminal  cafes:  a  petition  of  appeal  was  in  this  cafe  prepared  and 
moved  in  the  court,  but  was  reiufed  to  be  granted ;  that  he  afterwards  applied 
to  the  foreman  of  the  jury,  actuated  by  the  principles  of  humanity  folely,  to 
fubmit  to  him  the  propriety  of  a  recommendation  from  him  and  the  reit  of 
the  jury,  to  the  clemency  of  the  judges,  until  the  king's  pleafurc  fliould  be 
known  ;  that,  not  finding  him  at  home,  he  left  a  note,  acquainting  him  with 
the  realbns  of  the  above  application;  that  note  was  followed  by  a  letter  from 
the  foreman  to  the  witnefs  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  afterwards  by  a  reply  from 
him  to  the  foreman  ;  thefe  letters,  he  obfervi  d,  are  entered  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  governor  gt  neral  and  council,  and  by  them  tranfmitted  to  rhe  court  of 
directors,  and  are  now  before  the  committee;  but  the  witnefs  obferved,  that 
they  aie  very  incor:eCtly  copied  :  he  aiid*,  that  thefe  lerters  were  lent  by  the 
foreman  ot  the  jury  to  the  chief  j  jliice,  who  afterwards  in  court  cenfured  Mr, 
Farrer  in  fevere  terms  for  the  put  he  had  acted  upon  this"bccalion.  Being 
asked,  if  there  were  any  circum fiances  in  Nundcomar's  caie  which  might 
make  it  dangerous  to  refpite  rhe  execution  until  his  Majefty's  pleafure  was 
known?  faid,  none,  that  he  could  conceive.  Being  abked,  if  he  heard  any 
danger  of  his  efcape  from  piiion  bein»  ilaud  ?  faid,  he  never  heard  any  thing 
of  the  kind;  he  has  vifitcu  him  in  jail,  and  found  it  guarded  by  a  number  of 
fepoys ;  between  his  condemnation  and  execution,  he  believes  there  was  an 
European  officer  commanded  the  guard.  Being  abked,  if  there  had  been  any 
aueii.p-  towards  a  refcue  ?  faid,  none  that  he  ever  heard  of,  or  believed. 
Kcim;  a*.ktd,  if,  at  the  time  of  that  trial,  there  was  not  a  civil -fuit  pending, 
for  the  recovery  of  the  money  received  bv  him  upon  the  inftrument  charged 
to  have  been  forged  ?  laid,  that  whether  anv  civil  fuit  was  then  actually  de- 
pending or  not,  he  could  not  lay  ;  but  that  inch  fuit  had  been  commenced 
and  proftcated  in  the  tilual  manner,  he  knows  of  a  certainty,  as  he  .had  read 
the  procc clings. 

And  Mr.  Farrer  being  farther  examined,  was  asked,  what  eifeft  the  execu- 
tion of  N  undcomar  had  upon  the  minds  of  the  native  inhabitants  ?  faid/  he 
beard  and  believed  general  terror  and  difmay.  Being  asked,  if  feveralof  the 
principal  native  inhabitants  did  not  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  judges  foon  after 
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the  execution  of  Nundcomar,  expreffing  their  fatisfa&ion  ia  the  proceedings 
of  the  court,  particularly  in  its  lenity  and  moderation  ?  faid,  he  believed  there 
were  about  that  time  feveral  addreues  prefented  to  the  judges,  by  the  native 
inhabitants  and  others,  to  the  effeft  mentioned  in  the  quefhon.  And  being 
asked,  whether  he  believed  that  thefe  addrefies  were  the  fpontaneous  efie&s 
of  their  own  ideas,  or  the  efFedb  of  influence  and  fear  ?  faid,  he  believed  they 
were  principally  the  effects  of  influence  and  fear,  if  not  altogether  fo;  Xnaf- 
rouch  as  he  has  been  given  to  underftand,  from  various  defcriptions  of  natives, 
that  thofe  who  did  not  fign  fuch  addrefles,  would  not  be  con  fide  red  at  the 
friends  of  the  fupreme  court,  or  the  government.  Being  asked,  if  the  exe- 
cution of  Nundcomar  had  a  tendency  to  encourage  the  natives  to  prefer  their 
complaints  for  abufe  of  power  to  the  fupreme  court  of  juftice,  or  to  any  other 
body  authorifed  to  receive  the  fame  ?  he  faid,  he  believed  not.  Being  asked, 
if  lie  believed  it  to  have  had  the  contrary  effect  ?  faid,  yes,  for  a  considera- 
ble length  of  time  ;  but  what  may  have  been  the  cafe  flnce,  he  knew  not. 

Charles  William  Boughton  Roufe,  Efq.  a  member  of  your  committee,  in- 
formed your  committee,  that  a  civil  fuit  again  ft  Nundcomar  was  originally 
entered  ia  the  judicial  court  of  Cutchery,  and  that  proceedings  were  held 
upon  it  in  the  dewannee  adaulut,  in  Culcutta,  which  was  eftablifhed  in  lieu  of 
that  court,  in  the  year  1772,  and  over  which  he  then  pre  fid  ed  :  that  after 
Jbrae  examination  had,  the  court  of  adaulut  repeatedly  recommended  arbitra- 
tion to  both  parties,  but  they  could  not  agree  about  the  perfons  ;  and,  to 
the  beft  of  his  memory,  that  was  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  John  Mills  being  asked,  whether  he  was  in  Calcutta  at  the  time  Mar 
Rajah  Nundcomar  was  executed,  and  what  effect  it  had  upon  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants  ?  he  faid,  he  was;  and  that  feveral  of  the  credible  natives  in- 
formed him,  that  they  never  could  have  thought  that  any  Britifh  law  or  a£fc 
could  have  condemned  a  native  of  Indoftan,  for  any  crime  or  crimes  com- 
mitted many  years  before  the  ad ;  and  that  they  did  not  doubt,  but  that  a 
*  time  would  come,  when  the  natives  would  be  revenged  for  fuch  an  a6t,  which 
appeared  to  them  of  fo  much  injufHce.  Then  being  asked,  whether,  during 
his  refidence  at  Calcutta,  there  were  many  in  fiances  of  natives  tried  for  0$. 
fences  by  the  Englifh  law  ?  he  faid,  feveral ;  but  that  he  never  ferved  upon 
th?  petty  jury.  Then  being  asked,  what  he  understood  by  the  expreffroa 
made  ufeof  by  the  natives,  that  they  did  not  doubt  but  the  time  would  come 
k  when  they  fhould  be  revenged  for  an  act  of  fo  much  injufHce  ?  he  faid,  that 
all  he  could  underftand  was,  in  their  hopes  of  private  revenge  upon  the  per- 
£»as  of  thofe  who  had  faffed  the  Sentence. 

Your  committee  again  examined  Major  James  Rennell ;  who  faid,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  Mar  Rajah  Nundcomar,  he  was  at  Dacca ; 
that  k  occafioned  much  furprize  and  terror  on  the  minds  of  the  natives  there. 
And  being  asked,  what  opinion  they  entertained  of  the  application  of  the 
Englifh  criminal  law  in  that  cafe  ?  faid,  they  were  apprehennve  the  Englifh 
law  would  impute  crimes  to  them  which  they  did  not  underftand ;  and  that 
the  execution  of  Nundcomar  was  a  degree  of  punifhment  fo  novel  and  un- 
expected, that,  pending  his  trial,  and  till  his  execution,  nobody  fuppofed  he 
would  be  executed.  And  being  asked,  if  they  did  not  know  that  forgery  was 
a  ciime  ?  (aid,  they  certainly  knew  it  was  a  crime,  but  never  deemed  it  a  ca* 
pifal  one ;  nor  was  it  ever  fo  punifhed  in  their  courts.  And  being  asked, 
whether  the  opinion  of  the  people  at  Dacca,  that  Mar  Rajah  Nundcomar 
Vol.  II.  S  s  s  would 
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would  not  be  executed,  arofe  from  an  idea  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  ob- 
tain jufHce  againft  a  perfon  of  his  rank  and  power  ?  faid,  that  amongft  the 
lower  fort  of  people  he  befieved  it  did ;  but  the  better  fort  imagined  that  it ! 
was  meant  to  terrify  others  from  committing  forgery,  by  proceeding  to  fen- 
tence.     He  had  long  ceafed  to  be  a  man  of  power. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Price  being  examined,  faid,  he  had  refided  in  India  about  thirty 
years;  in  Bengal,  from  1767  to  1780,  in  the  capacity  of  a  free  merchants- 
Being  asked,  if  he  was  in  Calcutta  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  Mar 
Rajah  Nundcomar  ?  he  faid,  he  was.  And  being  asked,  what  effect  that  ex- 
ecution had  upon  the  minds  of  the  native  inhabitants  in  general  ?  he  faid,  he 
believed  they  were  a  great  deal  furprifed  at  it;  and  that  their  furprife  was  i 
owing  to  their  not  having  feen  a  man  of  rank  and  diftin&ion  executed  before 
in  that  manner.  Being  asked,  if  he  under  flood  it  as  a  general  and  prevailing 
opinion  amongft:  the  natives,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his 
charge  ?  he  faid,  that  on  his  confcience  he  believed  that  every  man  in  the 
country,  even  down  to  his  own  fon,  believed  him  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to 
his  charge ;  but  whether  the  crime  merited  death,  he  cannot  lay ;  that  he 
was  upon  the  grand  jury  that  found  the  bill  againft  him.  Being  asked,  what 
was  the  Mar  Rajah  Nundcomar's  general  character  ?  he  faid,  a  very  bad  one, 
among  ft  all  orders  of  men.  Being  asked,  if  the  people  in  general  were  not 
afraid  of  him,  on  account  of  his  intriguing  fpirit  ?  he  faid,  he  believed  in 
general  very  much  fo.  Being  asked,  if  the  difgraceful  execution  of  a  man 
held  guilty  of  forgery,  and  generally  obnoxious  to  the  community,  was  not  a 
very  pleating  and  popular  acl  throughout  the  country  ?  he  faid,  it  certainly 
was ;  as  a  man,  they  were  happy  to  get  rid  of  him ;  as  a  nation  of  Hindoos, 
they  were  furprifed  that  fuch  a  power  was  introduced  amongft  them,  which 
could,  for  what  they  might  deem  a  venal  crime,  put  a  prince  and  a  bramin  to 
death.  Being  afked,  if  he  conceived  the  prejudices  of  the  natives  to  be  at  all 
ihocked  by  the  circumftances  of  the  trial  and  execution  of  the  Rajah  ?  he 
faid,  that  he  was  certainly  an  unpopular  man;  and  that  all  orders  of  people 
teemed  pleafed,  that  as  he  deferved  an  ignominious  death,  iie  fuffered  it,  mil 
fpeaking  of  him  as  a  man ;  but  it  ihocked  their  religious  and  civil  prejudices 
as  a  people.  Being  afked,  if  a  bramin,  and  a  man  who  had  held  the  fame 
rank  in  the  ftate  as  the  Rajah,  without  his  unpopular  character,  had  been  fo 
executed  by  procefs  of  the  Engiifh  law,  whether  he  conceived  that  the  pre- 
judices and  cuftoms  of  the  natives  would  not  have  been  (hocked  with  the  exe- 
cution? he  faid,  they  certainly  would;  for  they  deteft  the  very  idea  of  the 
introduction  of  the  Engiifh  law.  Being  asked,  if  he  had  not  found  them  fen- 
iible  that  they  enjoy  more  fubftantial  juftice  from  the  inftitution  of  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature,  than  they  formerly  experienced  ?  he  informed 
your  committee,  that  whilft  the  mayor's  court  exifted,  they  might  apply  to 
that  court,  or  not,  for  juftice,  as  thev  thought  proper;  that  they  diuike  the 
interpofition  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  amongft  thcmfelves,  becaufe 
it  interferes  with  all  their  cuftoms,  manners,  and  prejudices;  and  he  believes 
they  would,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  rather  give  up  their  property  than  dif- 
pute  it  in  the  fupreme  court;  that  he  believes,  in  general,  nothing  but  per- 
gonal and  private  pique  carries  them  there.  Being  asked,  if  fuch  native  in- 
habitants of  Calcutta  as  had  not  the  benefit  of  applying  to  the  mayor's  court, 
were  not  particularly  pleafed  at  t^e  inftitution  of  a  court  to  which  t,hey  might 
*  carry 
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*  cany  their  fuits,  independent  of  the  governor  and  council  who  held  the  con- 
troul  over  the  country  courts  ?  he  faid,  they  were  certainly  as  itrongly  pre- 
-  judiced  in  favour  of  their  own  courts  as  Engliflimen  are  in  favour  01  theirs ; 
tod  if  left  to  themfelves,  would  always  apply  to  them. 

Captain  Cowe  being  again  examined  by  your  committee,  was  asked,  whe^ 
ther  he  was  at  Calcutta  at  the  time  of  the  proceedings  again  ft  Nundcomar, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  execution  ?  faid  he  was,  during  the  whole  of  the  time* 
Being  asked,  if  any  criminal  profecution  had  been  commenced  againft  him 
before  that  indictment  for  fogery  ?  he  faid,  none  that  he  had  heard  of. 
Baing  asked,  what  was  the  opinion  of  the  natives  concerning  that  proceed* 
ing,  whether  they  thought  it  political,  or  done  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
juftice  ?  faid,  he  believed  there  was  a  great  diverfity  of  opinions ;  that  many- 
thought  it  was  done  from  political  motives,  others  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
3 u (rice,  according  to  the  laws  of  England.     Being  asked,  what  was  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Rajah  Nundcomar  among  the  natives  ?  faid,  that  he  was  confi- 
dered  as  a  man  of  underftanding,  but  much  addicted  to  litigation,  and  in  ge- 
neral thought  a  deligning,  artful  man ;  that  he  never  heard  any  thing  farther 
again  ft  his  moral  character.     Being  asked,  whether  his  profecution  did  not 
give  general  fatisfaction  to  the  natives,  as  being  the  means  of  bringing  to 
juftice  a  criminal,  who  had  been  a  long  time  protected  from  it  by  his  power  and 
artifices  ?  faid,  he  never  heard  that  it  had  given  fatisfaction,  except  to  a  few, 
who  might  have  viewed  it  in  a  political  light.     Being  asked,  whether  he  had 
not  heard  that  theofFence  for  which  Nundcomar  was  tried,  was  committed  fe- 
▼eral  years  before  the  trial?  he  faid,  he  always  underftood  it. had  been  com- 
mitted for  many  years  before  the  trial.     Being  asked,  it"  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  any  obfervations  concerning  the  execution  of  Nundcomar? 
(aid,  he  had ;  that  he  faw  the  whole,  except  the  immediate  act  of  execution, 
from  the  parapet  of  the  new  fort,  not  quite  half  a  mile  from  the  place  of 
execution;  there  were  eight  or  ten  thoufand  people  affembled,  who,  at  the 
moment  the  Rajah  was  turned  off,  difperfed  fuddenlv,  crying,  Ah  Baup-areef 
leaving  nobody  about  the  gallows  but  the  (heriff  and  his  attendants,  and  a  few 
European  fpectators.    He  explains  the  term  of  Ah  Baup-aree  to  be  an  excla- 
mation of  the  black  people,  upon  the  appearance  of  any  thing  very  alarming, 
and  when  they  are  in  great  pain  ;  that  they  did  not  think  he  would  be  put 
to  death  till  he  was  actually  executed;  that  many  of  them  even  ran  into  the 
river  from  the  terror  at  feeing  a  bramin  executed  in  that  ignominious  man- 
ner; that  the  circumftance  of  his  execution  was  received  with  great  horror 
by  all  the  natives  as  well  as  moft  df  the  Europeans,  who,  in  general,  thought 
it  a  hard  cafe.     Being  asked,  if  the  natives  in  general  were  not  fatisfied  with 
the  introduction  of  the  rigor  of  the  Englifli  penal  ftatute  law,  as  tending  to 
fecure  credit  and  fidelity  in  dealings  ?  faid,  as  far  as  he  ever  underftood,  ouite 
the  reverfe.     Then  being  asked,  whether  the  equity  and  impartiality  ot  the 
fupreme  court  in  that  bufinefs,  did  not  ftrike  forcibly  upon  the  minds  of  the 
natives,  and  imprefs  them  with  a  flrong  idea  of  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the 
Englifli  laws,  and  a  defire  of  having  them  extended  for  the  general  benefit  ? 
he  informed  your  committee,  that  it  rather  imprefTed  them  with  an  unfa-» 
vourable  idea  of  our  juftice  and  equity,  and  that  he  never  heard  they  by  any 
jneans  wiflied  to  have  them  extended.     Being  asked,  if  the  natives  knew  for 
what  purpofe  the  fupreme  court  had  been  eftabliihed }  he  faid,  he  believed  at 
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firft  they  fid  not  properly  underftand  it,  but  that  by  this  tune  they  are  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  nature  of  its  inftkutkm*  Being  asked,  if  it  was  not  1 
generally  given  out,  that  this  court  was  instituted  for  their  protection  and  1 
their  defence,  againft  the  abufes  of  European  authority  r  he  laid,  it  was ;  that 
he  remembered  hearing  Mr.  De  Mai  ft  re,  one  of  the  judges,  from  the  bench 
exprefs  his  furprife,  that  (b  many  people  applied  for  redrefs  to  the  country 
courts,  when  they  might  depend  upon  as  good  juftice,  or  better,  in  the  fa- 
preme  court  of  judicature ;  and  that  thefe  were  his  very  words.  Being  alked, 
if  the  natives  confidered  the  proceedings  againft  Nundcomar,  and  his  execu- 
tion, as  anfwering  the  ends  of  the  infntution  of  the  court  in  the  protection 
of  the  natives  ?  he  faid,  he  did  not  believe  they  did.  Being  asked,  whether 
they  did  not  confider  the  execution  as  having  a  tendency  to  encourage  them 
to  prefer  complaints  again  ft  Europeans  in  authority  ?  he  faid,  he  believed  not. 
fieing  asked,  whether  an  addrefs  to' the  judges  was  not  figned  by  feveral  of 
the  natives,  commending  their  conduct  in  the  office,  and  particularly  dwelling 
upon  the  character  of  mercy  ?  he  (aid,  that  he  had  feen  an  addrefs  from  the 
Armenian  merchants  printed,  which  he  believes  was  given  to  the  judges* 
Being  asked,  whether  that  addrefs  contradicted  the  fentiments  of  the  natives, 
which  he  had  juft  now  mentioned  ?  he  faid,  it  did.  Then  being  asked,  whe- 
ther be  looked  upon  that  addrefs,  or  the  converfation  he  had  heard,  as  mod 
truly  expreffive  of  the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  natives  ?  he  faid,  he  believed  the 
converfations  he  had  heard  to  be  the  moft  expreffive  ;  and  that  the  addrefs 
does  by  no  means  exprefs  their  fenfe.  Being  asked,  if  he  recollected  any 
inftance  df  mercy  to  which  that  addrefs  alluded  ?  he  faid,  none,  except  the 
releafe  of  the  felons,  and  icveral  who  had  been  under  fen  trace  of  death  in  the 
prifon  at  Calcutta  for  capital  offences.  Then  being  asked,  if  any  particular 
circumftances  of  hardfhip  had  been  rcprefentcd  to  the  judges  ?  he  faid,  he 
did  not  know  that  theie  had,  before  the  arrival  of  the  judges.  And  being 
asked,  whether  an  opinion  had  prevailed,  that  the  conftruction  or  execution 
of  criminal  law  had  been  fevere  and  immoderate  ?  he  faid,  he  never  had 
heard  any  fuch  opinion. 

Your  committee  again  examined  Edward  Baber,  Efq.  who  faid,  he  was  at 
Muxadabad  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  Mar  Rajah  Nundcomar,  and 
believes  that  event  was  much  di  feu  fled  among  the  natives  of  that  city.  And 
being  asked,  what  opinion  the  natives  entertained  of  the  application  of  the 
EngliQi  criminal  law  in  thai  cafe?  faid,  that  it  was  a  very  fevere  application, 
and  it  caufed  a  good  deal  of  alarm.  And  being  asked,  from  what  particular 
circumftances  did  that  alarm  arife  ?  faid,  he  apprehended  that  the  alarm  arofe 
from  -the  ignominy  as  well  as  feverity  of  the  punifhment  of  crimes,  not 
deemed  capital  with  them,  and  the  fear  that  the  law  might  be  applied  to 
caufes  however  remote.  Being  asked,  what  was  the  rank  of  the  Mar  Rajah 
Nundcomar  in  that  country  ?  faid,  he  was  a  bramin  of  the  firft  rank,  and 
his  ftation  had  beenalfo  the  firft  in  the  government,  namely,  prime  minifter 
to  the  nabob  of  Bengal.  And  being  asked,  what  was  the  general  moral  cha- 
racter of  the  Mar  Rajah  among  the  natives  ?  anfwered,  a  very  bad  one.  And 
being  asked,  it  the  people  were  not  very  much  pleafed  to  find  a  man  of  that 
high  rank,  and  that  bad  moral  character,  brought  to  ftri£  juftice  for  his  of- 
fences r  he  faid,  he  believed,  that  however  much  he  might  be  diiliked,  the 
tryii     him  by  the  Englrfli  laws  was  not  at  all  pleating  to  them. t  Being  asked, 

whether 
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whether  moft  off  tire  offences  that  arc  capital  by  the  law  of  England  ire  capi- 
tal by  the  laws  of  I  ndaftan  ?  faid,  they  are  not.  And  being  asked,  if,  from 
his  knowledge  of  the  country,  he  thought  that  the  punishments  allotted  by 
the  law  of  the  country  to  offences,  were  fumcient  to  preferve  peace  and  good 
order  J  faid,  he  did,  and  for  this  reason,  that  he  has  frequently  heard  from 
the  natives,  accounts  of  the  commendations  of  the  regulations  and  good  order 
of  the  police  of  the  country  before  the  Englifli  had  any  concern  with  it. 
Being  asked0,  whether  he  thought  the  natives  considered  a  capital  punifhraent 
Was  more  than  necefiary  for  an  offence  like  that  imputed  to  the  Mar  Rajah 
Nundcomar  ?  faid,  they  certainly  did  confide*  it  as  fevere,  becaufe,  exclu- 
sive of  the  peculiar  reverence  they  pay  to  a  bramin,  the  crime  itfelf  com- 
mitted by  one  of  the  loweft  caft  or  rank,  is  not  capital.  Being  asked,  if  thei»e 
Was  not  much  tranfection  through  the  medium  of  writing,  and  greatly  affect- 
ing property  of  all  kinds  of  that  country  ?  faid,  yes.  And  being  asked, 
would  it  not  tend  greatly  to  the  fecuriry  of  that  property,  aod  confcquently 
to  the  encreafe  of  the  commerce  and  welfare  of  that  country,  if  this  crime 
of  forgery  was  puni/hedin  afeverer  manner  than  it  is  ufuaily  punifhed  in  the 
country  courts  ?  faid,  that  in  his  opinion  he  did  nbt  think  it  would.  And 
being  asked,  whether  this  fevere  punifliment  is  not  much  defired  by  perfont 
in  trade,  or  concerned  in  money  tranfactions  ?  faid,  he  does  not  think  it  is  ; 
and  thinks  he  may  add,  that  they  would  be  better  fatisfied  if  their  own 
cuftoms  continued  than  to  be  obliged  to  adopt  fevere r  laws.  Being  asked, 
if  the  Englifh  law,  which  inflicts  capital  puniihment  on  various  kinds  of 
felonies,  under  their  various  defcriptions,  would  not  be  acceptable  to  the  na- 
tives, as  affording  a  farther  fecurity  to  property  ?  faid,  he  does  not  think 
they  would  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  believes  they  would  be  fhocked  at  tlte 
various  defcriptions  of  our  capital  punifhments.  Being  asked,  in  what 
manner  he  conceives  our  laws  of  tranfportation  would  be  applicable  to  the 
ffote  and  manners  of  that  country  ?  faid,  he  thought  it  would  be  worfe  than 
the  capital  punifhments,  becaufe  the  Hindoos  had  much  rather  fuffer  death 
than  be  promifcuoufly  put  on  board  a  tranfport  as  criminals,  where  every  la  W 
of  religion,  their  manners,  and  cuftoms,*  mufl  be  violated.  Being  asked,  if  he 
knew  or  had  heard  that  it  is  ufuai  to  fentence  criminals,  in  certain  cafes,  to  la- 
bour on  the  public  works  ?  faid  he  knew  it  is  the  law  and  cuftom  of  the  coun- 
try. Being  asked,  if  he  ever  heard  that  the  men  fentencedto  this  punifliment 
in  Calcutta,  were  fet  at  liberty  by  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  court  ?  faid, 
that  he  had  heard  this  act  much  talked  of  by  the  natives  of  Muxadabad, 
who  Ipoke  of  it  with  great  furprife  and  apprehenfion  ;  and  amongfl  the 
Europeans  it  was  confidered  as  mad  an  act  as  that  of  Don  Quixotte  fetting 
free  the  galley  flaves.  Being  asked,  if  this  act  did  not  produce  many  ill 
effects  in  the  country  ?  faid,  he  did  not  know,  he  was  abfent  from  Calcutta 
at  the  time ;  but  he  had  heard  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta 
maintained  private  guards  of  their,  own  to  protect  their  houfes  and  property. 
Being  asked,  if  he  had  not  heard  that  the  Khoran  admits  of  a'  competition 
for  feveral  offences,  and  even  for  murder  ?  faid,  yes.  Being  asked,  if  that 
licence  has  not  produced  great  mifchiefs  within  the  province  ?  faid,  not  that 
he  knew  of.  Being  asked,  if  murder  was  a  common  crime  in  Bengal,  or 
the  other  provinces  ?  faid,  he  does  not  think  it  is  ;  they  are  far  from  a  fan- 
guinary  people,  and  very  averfe  to  (bedding  blood.     Being  asked,  whether, 
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from  his  knowledge  of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  difpofitions  of  the  people, 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty,  or  perfectly  odious, 
to  introduce  a  trial,  fimilar  to  that  by  jury, *  in  the  native  courts  ?  faid,  that 
arbitration  is  a  very  common  and  a  very  ancient  practice  amongft  them, 
which  being  fomething  of  the  nature  of  a  jury,  might  perhaps  be  modified  to 
fomething  ftill  nearer  to  it.  Being  asked,  if  he  ever  heard  that  Rada  Ghund 
Meter,  a  Gentoo,  was  condemned  at  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  at  Cal- 
cutta, for  forgery,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court 
of  judicature  ?  faid  yes  ;  he  was  not  executed  ;  he  was  recommended  to  his 
Majefty's  mercy  by  the  governor  general  and  council,  at  the  requefl  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  received  the  King's  pardon.  Being  asked,  if  he  knew  upon 
what  grounds  he  was  recommended  to  mercy  ?  'faid,  that  the  petition  fully 
fbited  it.  Being  asked,  if  there  had  been  any  formal  promulgation  of  the 
heads  of  the  Englifh  criminal  law  to  the  natives  of  the  provinces,  or  any  ab- 
ftract  publifhed  under  authority  in  any  of  the  country  languages  of  the  Eng- 
lifh civifand  criminal  law,  or  of  the  modes  and  rules  of  practice  in  the  Eng- 
lifh courts  ?  faid,  never  that  he  heard  of.  Being  asked,  as  he  was  chief  of  a 
provincial  divifion,  could  fuch  a  promulgation  have  been  made  without  his 
knowledge  ?  faid,  certainly  not. 

In  addition  to  the  cafe  of  the  rajah  Nundcomar,  your  committee  think 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  an  inftance  of  the  operation  of 
the  Englifh  penal  law  over  the  natives  at  Bengal,  in  the  cafe  of  Ajooderam 
and  Subharam,  who  were  brought  prifoners  from  the  Province  of  Dacca  to 
Calcutta,  about  300  miles  from  their  place  of  refidence,  accufed  of  murder ; . 
and,  after  remaining  eleven  months  in  the  Englifh  jail,  were  found  upon 
their  trial  not  to  be  objects  of  the  jurifdicYion  of  the  fupreme  court,  and 
were  difcharged.  Upon  this  fubjecl:  your  committee  again  examined  Thomas 
Fairer,  Efq.  a  member  of  your  committee,  who  being  asked,  if  he  was  em- 
ployed to  defend  Ajooderam  and  Subharam,  the  fervants  of  the  rajah  Kirk 
Narrain,  upon  an  indictment  for  murder,  before  the  fupreme  court  ?  he 
faid,  that  he  was  retained  and  employed  as  counfel,  not  only  in  behalf  of 
them,  but  alfo  in  behalf  of  13  or  14  perfons  (to  the  beft  of  his  recollection 
as  to  the  number)  agaipft  whom  indictments  for  murder  were  preferred  for  the 
fame  tranfactioiw  And  being  asked,  if  thefe  two  men  were  brought  prifoners 
from  the  province  of  Dacca,  and  confined  in  the  jail  of  Calcutta  ?  faid,  they 
were,  by  a  warrant  granted  by  Mr.  Juflice  Hyde,  who  committed  them  to  the 
common  jail  at  Calcutta.  Being  asked  how  long  they  continued  in  prifon  ? 
faid,  eleven  months  at  leaft.  Being  askea\  if  there  was  an  offer  made  to  bail 
them  ?  faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  they  were  committed  under  a  war- 
rant that  was  bad,  both  in  form  and  fuftance,  and  moreover  that  they  were 
by  no  means  objects  of  the  jurifdictic^r  of  the  court  5  he  therefore  moved 
the  court,  that  they  fhouid  be  eithpf  difcharged  from  confinement,  as  com- 
mitted under  a  bad  warrant,  or  that  they  fhouid  be  admitted  to  bail,  on  the 
fpecial  circumftances  of  the  cafe.  The  court  admitted  the  warrant  to  the  bad, 
but  inftead  of  releafing  the  prifoners,  amended  the  warrant,  and  refufed  to 
admit  them  to  bail.  One  fefnon  of  oyer  and  terminer  was  held  fome  time  fub- 
fequent  to  the  commitment  of  thefe  prifoners,  at  which,  convinced  of  the 
goodnefs  of  their  cafe,  he  had  preffed  to  bring  on  their  trial  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power j  but  to  no  purpofe,  as  the  profecutor  pofitively  refufed  fo  to  do. 

Ht 
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He  did  not  make  the  motion  for  bail  or  difcharge  till  after  that  feffion  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  and  he  thought  this  refufal  a  ftrong  additional  reafbn  to  make 
the  above-mentioned  motion.  Being  afked,  whether  thefe  prifoners  were 
kept  in  irons  ?  faid,  that  application  was  more  than  once  made  to  him  on 
their  behalf,  ftating,  that  they  were  very  heavily  ironed,  infomuch  that  the 
irons  had  eat  into  their  flefh,  and  that  they  were  apprehenfive  of  a  mortifica- 
tion taking  place ;  and  that  the  other  hardfhips  they  underwent  in  prifon,  were 
fo  great,  that  they  were  fcarce  able  longer  to  fupport  nature.  That  he  laioV 
thefe  matters  before  the  court ;  the  fadls  were  enquired  into,  and  found  to  be 
in  a  great  meafure  true ;  and  the  nature  of  their  confinement  was  made  eafier 
to  them  in  confequence  thereof.  Being  afked,  when  thefe  prifoners  were 
brought  to  trial,  did  it  appear  that  they  were  fubjeft  to  the  jurifdiclion  of 
the  court  ?  he  faid,  no ;  pleas  to  the  jurifdiclion  were  put  in  to  all  the  in- 
dictments, and  from  the  evidence  of  the  firft  witnefs  produced  on  the  part  of 
the  profecution,  it  appeared  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  court  that  the  defendants 
were  not  objecls  of  its  jurifdi&ion,  and  they  were  difcharged  accordingly. 
Being  asked,  if  thefe  men  obtained  any  redrefs  againft  their  profecutors  f 
faid,  none  that  he  knew  of.  Being  afked,  if  he  knew  whether  this  profecu- 
tion was  expenfive  ?  faid,  that  he  had  heard,  and  had  every  reafon  to  believe, 
that  it  did  not  coft  the  defendants  and  their  principals,  a  lefs  fum  than  3000L 
fterling.  Being  alked, '  if  this  expence  was  defrayed  by  the  Eaft  India  Compa- 
ny ?  faid,  not  one  (hilling  of  it. 

Your  committee  proceed  next  to  report,  in  a  fummary  manner,  (everal 
cafes  which  have  come  under  their  infpe&ion,  where  the  jurifdiclion  of  the 
fupreme  court  has  interfered  with  the  collections  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
the  right  of  zemindars,  and  controul  over  the  chief  criminal  magiftrateof  the 
three  provinces. 

Your  committee  proceed  to  ftate  thecafe  of  Seroop  Chund,  who  was  com- 
mitted to  cuftody  by  the  provincial  council  of  Dacca,  and  releafed  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  fupreme  court ;  and  more  particularly,  becauie  in  this  cafe, 
more  than  in  many  others  which  are  made  fubjeft  of  complaint  againft  the 
court  by  the  fervants  of  the  Eaft-India  company,  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  fupreme  court  aflerted  the  legality  and  propriety  of  their  own  jurifdiclion, 
and  denied  the  competency  of  that  authority  exercifed  by  the  former,  are 
very  fully  difcufled  in  the  argument  delivered  from  the  bench. 

Seroop  Chund  was  committed  into  cuftody  by  the  provincial  chief  and 
council  of  Dacca,  for  an  arrear  of  revenue  alledged  to  be  due  from  him  to 
the  company,  as  malzamin  or  furety  for  the  rents  of  a  diftrift  called  Deccan- 
favagepore,  and  alfo  for  a  confiderable  balance  of  cafh  alledged  to  be  paid 
into  his  hands,  as  cazanchy  or  treafurer  of  the  revenues  of  that  provincial 
divifion.  The  former  claim  he  difputed ;  the  latter  he  acknowledged  to  be 
juft,  but  refufed  to  difcharge.  The  reafons  for  this  refufal  not  appearing  fa- 
tisfaclory  to  the  provincial  council,  they  continued  their  reftraint  upon  Seroop 
Chund,  declaring,  in  their  letter  to  the  governor  general  and  council,  dated 
Aueuft  26,  1777,  that  as  that  was  the  firft  inftance  they  have  experienced  of 
refiftance  to  the  orders  of  government,  and  denial  of  its  claims,  and  had  beet* 
made  by  a  perfon  holding  one  of  the  principal  offices  under  that  council ;  the 
releafe  of  Seroop  Chund,  after  his  public  defiance  of  their  authority,  would 
tender  nugatory  any  future  exertions'  of  the  powers  veiled  in  them  for  ob- 
taining 
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tainiag  payment  of  the  company's  revenues ;  and  Seroop  Chund,  after  a  per- 
fonal  examination  before  the  provincial  council  on  the  iubjeft  of  both  claims, 
was  declared  by  them  to  be  difmiffed  from  his  poft  of  treafurer,  as  unworthy 
the  truft  he  held. 

And  your  committee  find,  that  at  this  time,  an  order  had  been  given  from 
Mr,  Juftice  Hyde,  with  a  rule  to  fhew  caufe  why  a  writ  of  habeas  corput 
fiiould  not  juTue  to  the  provincial  council,  to  produce  the  body  of  Seroop 
Chund  ;  and  the  juftice  not  being  fatisfied  with  the  reafonr  exhibited  to  him 
by  the  company's  attorney,  who  applied  to  him  for  that  purpofe,  ordered  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  in  confequence  of  which,  Seroop  Chund  was  de- 
livered up  by  the  provincial  council.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  had  then 
paid  -any  part  of  the  arrear  of  revenue,  and  of  69,749  rupees  ( or  about 
7000I.)  the  balance  of  treafure  acknowledged  by  him  to  be  due,  no  more 
than  9750  rupees  (or  about  ioool.)  had  been  received.  But  in  a  fubfequent 
letter  from  the  company's  attorney,  dated  24  days  after  Seroop  Chund's  dif- 
miffion  from  his  office,  the  provincial  council  had  recovered  46,511  ficca  ru- 
pees (about  5000I. )  of  the  treafury  balance ;  and  there  dill  remained  doe 
upon  that  article  22,238  ficca  rupees  (about  2500I.)  and  on  the  arrear  of 
revenue  10,000  ficca  rupees  (about  1200I.) 

And  when  the  return  to  the*  writ  of  habeas  corpus  came  to  be  argued  be* 
fore  the  court  of  the  19th  of  September,  1777,' the  council  for  Seroop 
Chund  moved  to  quafh  his  own  writ  for  informality,  which  was  granted; 
and  an  amended  writ  was  ferved  in  court  upon  the  nazir  or  officer  of  the  pro- 
vincial council  in  whofe  cuftedy  he  had  been  ;  and  the  counfel  for  the  company 
afked  for  a  longer  term  to  make  a  return  thereto,  "  Becaufe  the  governor  ge- 
neral and  council  confidered  this  bufinefs  in  fo  very  ferious  a  light,  and  a  thing 
of  fuch  confequence  to  the  company's  revenues  and  collections  in  the  coun- 
try at  large,  and  in  the  diftrift  of  Dacca  in  particular,  that  they  wilhed  to  have 
the  higher!  authority  poffible,  either  to  confirm  them  in  the  exercife  of  their 
jurifdiclion,  or  to  abolifh  that  jurifdidion  entirely,  and  by  that  means  effeclually 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  collections."  But  no  longer  term  was  granted  than  the 
following  day  ;  and  it  was  declared  by  Mr.  Juftice  Le  Maiftre,  fenior  judge 
then  on  the  bench,  that  Seroop  Chund  appeared  to  have  been  confined  with 
a  feverity  not  ufually  pra&ifed  upon  prifoners  for  debt,  fo  that  he  could  not 
eat,  or  perform  the  ceremonies  of  his  religion,  and  the  court  could  not,  with- 
out mjuftice,  refufe  an  immediate  return  to  the  writ.  However,  it  appears, 
that  the  allegation  of  unufual  feverity  in  the  confinement  of  the  prifoner, 
was  denied  by  the  other  party,  and  their  exculpation  from  this  charge  was 
fupported  by  affidavits  of  the  officers  of  the  khalfa  (or  exchequer)  fuppoied 
to  be  particularly  converfant  in  the  ancient  ufages  and  cuftoms  of  the  country 
government. 

-  And  it  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  company's  attorney,  that  the  return  was 
argued  in  court  the  enfuing  day,  being  the  20th  of  September,  1777;  that 
the  company's  counfel  again  moved  for  a  longer  term,  complaining  of  the 
thortnefs  of  the  time  allowed,  being  only  24  hours  from  the  fervkig  of  the 
writ,  that  enquiries  might  be  made  into  circumftances  which  weve  judged  du- 
.  bieus,;  aad  anfwers  might  be  received. from  Dacca,  to  points  it  was  absolutely 
ftecefiary  to. afcer tain,  which,  from  the  diftance  of  that  place,  your  com- 
mat  tee  understand  would  require  at  kaft  fix  days;  and  offered,  that  Seroop 

Chund 


-A.  1781.  DEBATES.  505 

Chund  fhould  in  the  mean  time  be  permitted  to  go  out  on  bail  twice  in  the 
day  to  eat ;  and  that  the  faid  motion  was  not  granted  by  the  court :  that  then 
the  company's  counfel  propofed  to  give  the  prifoner  enlargement  upon  bail,, 
fo  that  he  fhould  not  leave  the  fettlement :  but  "  that  the  two  judges  prefent 
would  not  accede  to  any  terms,  unlefs  a  total  releafe  was  given  to  the  prifo- 
ner, without  reftraint  or  confinement  to  any  place  ;  and  the  fecurity  to  be 
given  was,  that  he  fhould  appear  and  pay  any  Turn  of  money  which  any  com- 
petent court  of  judicature  fhould  adjudge  to  be  due  to  the  united  company 
"of  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies."  And  the  attorney  fays, 
he  did  notacquiefce  in  this  kind  of  releafe,  nor  to  a  bail-piece  fo  worded,  a9 
thinking  it  "  either  entirely  nugatory,  or  liable  to  many  litigations  with  re- 
gard to  the  opinion  of  the  judges  prefent,  as  to  the  competency  of  the  court; 
which  might  decide  hereafter  on  this  matter." 

And  for  the  grounds  upon  which  the  fupreme  court  refolved  to  releafe  Se- 
roop  Chund  from  the  cuftody  of  the  officer  of  the  provincial  councii,  and  dif- 
al lowed  the  competency  of  their  judicial  acts  as  a  corporate  body,  your  com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  long  argument  delivered  by  the  late  Mr.  Juflice  Le 
Mai  ft  re  upon  that  occafion  ;  in  which  he  declares  his  conftruction  of  the  act 
of  the  13th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  authority  thereby 
intended  to  be  given  to  the  governor  general  and  council,  in  the  management 
and  collection  of- the  revenues;  and  upon  which  act,  the  governor  general 
and  Council  have  always  claimed  and  exercifed,  by  themfelves  or  their  fer- 
vants,  the  power  of  confining  pcrfons  in  order  to  enforce  payment  of  their 
rents  and  revenues  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa ;  and  ex- 
clulive  of  the  public  arguments  advanced  by  the  judge  who  pronounced  .the 
decifion  of  the  court,  your  committee  find  it  is  declared,  that  there  are  other 
reafons  for  Scroop  Cbund's  releafe,  arifing  from  the  affidavits  made  before 
Mr,  Juflice  Hyde,  upon  which  the  writs  were  grounded,  containing  accufa- 
tions  of  great  oppreifion,  and  imputing  to  very  unjuft  motives  the  feverity 
exercifed  againft  Seroop  Chund:  but  the  particulars  of  thefe  affidavits  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  filed  of  record  in  the  proceedings  of  the  fupreme 
court  upon  this  decifion  ;  however,  your  committee  find,  that  a  letter  was  im- 
mediately written  to  Mr.  Juflice  Hyde  from  the  governor  general  and  council, 
clefiring,  as  Mr.  Juflice  Le  Mai  Are  *s  argument  alluded  to  charges  of  a  very 
criminal  nature  againfl  fome  perfon  or  perfons,  whole  names  are  not  men- 
'  tioned,  but  who  could  be  no  other  than  fervants  of  the  company,  or  perfons 
acting  under  their  authority,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  furnifh  copies 
thereof.    . 

Your  committee  do  not  find,  amongft  the  papers  referred  to  them  from  the 
Eaft  India  Houfe,  any  anfwer  from  Mr.  Juflice  Hyde  to  the  above  rcquifi- 
tion;  but  judging  it  proper,  upon  fo  public  an  accufariou,  thrown  out  by  a 
judge  upon  the  bench,  to  afeertain,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  whether  the  pro- 
vincial council  had,  in  their  proceedings  againfl  Seroop  Chund,  acted  from  a 
fenfe  of  their  duty  in  fecuring  the  company's  revenue,, and  juflly  punifhed 
a  public  fervant  for  contumacy  and  embezzlement ;  or  had  been  inftigated  by 
motives  of  private  refentment ;  directed  the  clerk  of  the  Eaft-India  cotppany, 
who  attends  your  committee,  to  make  particular  fearch  in  the  fubfequent  cou- 
fultations  of  the  governor  general  and  council :  and  he  has  reported  in  con- 
sequence, that  he  does  not  any  where  find  an  anfwer  from  Mr*  Juflice  Hyde, 
'    Vol.  II.  T  1 1  or 
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or  any  copies  of  the  alledged  affidavits,  nor  any  thing  farther  relating  to 
this  fubject  than  wh?t  is  faid  by  the  governor  general  and  council,  upon  re- 
ferring the  whole  proceedings  to  the  attentive  perufal  of  the  court  of  directors 
in  the  84th  paragraph  of  their  letter,  dated  Fort  William,  the  18th  of  No- 
vember, 1777. 

Your  committee,  in  the  courfe  of  their  examination;  find,  that  the  fu- 
preme  court  have  conftrucd  their  jurifdiction  equally  to  extend  over  the  lands 
as  well  as  the  perfons  and  perfonality  of  the  zemindars.  Your  committee 
deemed  this  claim  a  matter  of  very  great  importance,  and  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner to  merit  the  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  as  the  proceedings  of  the  fupreme 
court  pf  judicature,  on  this  cafe,  appears  to  be  a  formal  declaration  ot  law, 
that  the  zemindaries  are  fubject  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  individuals,  in- 
dependent of  the  controul  of  that  power  from  which  alone  the  zemindars  de- 
rive their  authority. 

Your  committee  perufed  the  26th  paragraph  of  the  revenue  letter  from  the 
governor  general  and  council  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  the  19th  of 
Augufl,  1778,  in  which  it  was  dated,  that  they  had  been  unable  to  colled  any 
rents  from  the  zemindary  of  Futty  Sing,  owing  to  a  warrant  of  fequeflration 
from  the  fupreme  court,  to  fatisfy  a  private  debt ;  that  a  ferjeant  had  been 
fent  Up  to  execute  this  warrant ;  that  he  had  fealed  up  the  cutchery  (public 
r  court)  and  dufters  (records)  of  the  revenue  of  the  zemindary,  and  put  a 
total  flop  to  the  collections.  Your  committee  obferve,  that  in  the  28th  pa- 
ragraph of  the  fame  letter,  the  governor  general  and  council  inform  the  court 
of  directors,  that  they  thought  it  neceflary  to  inflitute  a  fuit  in  the  fupreme' 
court  of  judicature  againft  the  {heriff  or  his  officer,  for  the  lofs  which  the  com- 
pany had  fuilained  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues  by  the  afortfaid  acts, 
estimating  the  lofs  by  the  monthly  kifls,  or  payments,  from  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  (herifPs  officer. 

Your  committee  obferve,  that  in  the  revenue  letter  from  the  governor  ge- 
neraHnd  council  to  the  court  of  directors,  of  the  4th  of  December,  1778, 
they  flate,  that  publication  had  been  made  by  order  of  the  fupreme  court 
of  judicature,  for  the  fale  of  the  zemindary,  on  the  fuit  of  the  fame  parties; 
the  governor  general  and  council  flate  to  the  directors,  that,  having  obtained 
a  copy  of  the  publication  made  by  the  (heriff,  for  the  fale  of  the  above  ze- 
mindary, and  being  of  opinion,  that  the  intended  act  of  the  (heriff  was  con- 
trary to  the  law  and  immemorial  practice  of  that  country,  by  which  no  zemin- 
dary can  be  alienated  or  transferred  from  the  actual  zemindar,  or  new  zemin- 
dar admitted,  without  the  confent  and  formal  function  of  government;  and 
that  if  the  fale  was  permitted  to  take  effect,  it  would  not  only  be  fubveriiveof 
the  rights  veiled  in  the  company  and  in  this  government,  by  the  claufcofthe 
late  regulating  act  of  parliament,  which  enacts,  "  that  the  ordering,  manage- 
ment, and  government,  "  &c.  &c.  but  might  eventually  affect  the  rights  of 
every  zemindar  in  that  country  ;  they,  therefore,  unanimouily  refolved,  that 
an  advertifement  fhould  bepublifhed,  giving  notice,  that  no  fale  or  alienation 
of  a  zemindary  could  be  valid,  without;  the  confent  and  concurrence  of  the 
governor  general  and  council  firft  had  and  obtained  ;  and,  as  a  mark  of  refpect 
to  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  the  governor  general  and  council  inform- 
ed tbem  of  the  advertifement  by  the  (heriff,  and  of  the  refolution  they  had 
taken  thereupon ;  fubmitting  it  to  their  judgment,  toiflue  fuch  farther  orders 

and 
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and  inftructions  to  the  fherifffor  his  better  guidance,  as  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe,  and  the  danger  of  cftablifhing  fuch  a  precedent,  might 
appear  to  them  to  require. 

Your  committee  obferve,  that  the  governor  general  and  council  write  to 
the  court  of  directors,  in  the  letter  already  quoted,  that  they  had  judged  it 
advifcable  to  direct  the  commiflioner  of  law-lviits  to  allure  the  flieriff,  that  if, 
in  conformity  to  the  opinion  which  had  been  given  in  their  late  publication,  he 
would  remove  his  feals,  and  return  his  writ  againft  the  zemindar,  Futty  Sing, 
nulla  bona,  they  would  defend  the  fuit  which  might  be  brought  againfl  him 
in  confequence  by  the  plaintiff.  The  governor  general  and  council  remark, 
that  this  proportion  to  the  fheriff  was  conformable  to  an  offer  which  he  had 
previoufly  made  to  the  commiflioner  of  law-fuits.  The  governor  general  and 
council  farther  add,  that  the  court  of  directors  muft  be  fenlible  of  the  em- 
barraflments  they  labour  under  in  being  thus  obliged  to  give  indemnifications 
at  the  fuits  of  individuals,  but  they  remark,  that  it  is  the  lead  evil  to  which 
the  government  of  Bengal  is  expofed,  and  the  only  mode  which  remained  to 
prevent  confequences  of  a  more  alarming  and  dangerous  tendency. 

Your  committee  obferve,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  general  and 
council,  in  their  revenue  department,  of  the  2  ill  of  December,  1779,  that 
there  is  a  letter  to  their  board  from  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  the  provincial  council 
of  Patna,  of  the  13th  of  December,  itating,  that  Rajah  Akbar  Ally  Cawn, 
zemindar  of  the  pergunnahs  Narhut  and  Samay,  had  prefented  an  arzee  as 
follows :  1 

Copy  of  the  arzee  from  Rajah  Akbar  Ally  Ca-wn, 

"  There  is  an  European  with  a  warrant  fent  to  me  from  Calcutta,  on  the 
complaint  of  Neel  Kungal  Narrain,  and  Dutt  Narrain,  bramins  They  have 
reprefented  their  cafe  thus,  "  We  Delivered  in  an  arzee  to  the  Patna  council 
*'  which  was  ordered  to  be  tranflated,  and  the  gentlemen  promifed  they 
"  would  fend  us  away  fatisfied ; "  but  that  afterwards  on  receiving  20,000 
rupees  from  me  (Akbar  Ally  Cawn)  they  would  not  liflen  to  the  bramins : 
in  confequence  of  this,  the  warrant  has  been  fent.  As  yet,  both  I  and  my 
people  have  kept  out  of  the  way,  and  it  has  not  been  ferved  upon  us,  for  we 
are  afraid  of  being  immediately  carried  to  Calcutta.  I  am  in  pofleflion  of 
lands  belonging  to  the  company,  to  the  amount  of  fome  lacks  of  rupees  ; 
fhould  I  be  taken  away,  it  will  be  attended  with  a  conlidcrable  lofs  to  govern-, 
ment.  The  hircarrahs  of  the  court  are  continually  on  the  watch  forme  and 
Nutty  Khan.  I  wifh  for  your  orders,  whether  I  (hall  deliver  myfelf  up  or 
not.  I  requeft  you  will  immediately  write  to  Calcutta  to  have  the  warrant 
withdrawn,  and  that  you  will  give  direction  to  the  perfon  who  brought  it,  to 
forbear  lcarching  for  me,  and  interrupting  the  collections*  I  alio  hear  that 
Mohun  Loll  has  taken  out  a  warrant  againit  me,  on  account  of  balances  iiue 
to  him  in  this  pergunnah,  by  people  who  are  not  able  to  pay  him  ;  he  there- 
fore wifhes  to  make  me  accountable." 

The  provincial  council  at  Patna  informs  the  council  general,  that  an  arzee 
from  thofe  bramins  was  prefented  to  their  board  on  the  16th  of  April,  1778, 
dating,  that  the  zemindaries  of  Narhut  and  Samay  were  their  inheritance  ; 
that  Dyanat  Khan  and  Agimerry  Cawn,  Afghauns,  were  fervants  to  Serry 
Narrain,  fon  of  Chowdry  Dirge  Narrain,  and  Hurchunden,  their  grandfather  ; 
that  they  having  ungratefully  murdered  Chowdry  Dirge  Narrain  and  Buder 

T  1 1  2  Narrain, 
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Narrain,  and  plundered  all  their  effects,  their  brothers  abfented  themfelves 
to  different  places  for  fear  of  Amanut  Cawn. 

That  thele  bramins,  in  confequence  of  the  proclamation  from  the  council 
of  Patna,  attended  them,  and  requeued  a  perwannah,  or  order,  to  be  put  in 
charge  of  the  zemindaries  as  formerly.  The  provincial  council  of  Patna 
ffate,  that  thefe  claimants,  as  alfo  the  vakeel  of  Akbar  Ally  Cawn,  attended 
the  board.  The  claimant?  were  aiked,  how  long  it  was  fmce  their  anceftors 
were  difpofTeffed  of  their  zemindaries  ?  to  which  they  replied,  about  fixty 
or  fixty-five  years.  The  provincial  council  of  Patna  thought  all  farther  en- 
quiry was  unneccfTary,  as  the  parties  acknowledged  that  they  had  been  out 
of  pofleflion  for  a  length  of  time,  the  fourth  part  of  which  would  fuffice  to 
invalidate  their  pretentions  ;   and  accordingly  difmiffed  the  claim. 

The  provincial  council  of  Patna  ftate,  that,  as  to  the  20,000  rupees 
alledged  to  be  given  to  them  by  Akbar  Ally  Cawn,  the  zemindar,  it  is  a 
malignant  falfliood. 

The  provincial  council  at  Patna  reprefent  to  the  council  general,  that  as 
the  zemindar  Akbar  Ally  Cawn  has  applied  to  them  for  protection  againft  the 
arreft,  which  they  cannot  grant,  yet  they  take  the  liberty  to  reprefent,  that 
if  zemindars  are  made  amenable  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  fupreme  court,  and 
their  perfons  liable  to  be  feized  and  carried  to  Calcutta,  the  confequences  muft 
be  fatal  to  the  revenue  and  peace  of  this  country.  They  alio  reprefent,  that 
they  cannot  think  themfelves  refponfiblc  for  its  fecurity,  whilit  their  endea- 
vours may  at  ail  times  be  oppofed  by  the  interference  of  the  court,  which 
they  conceive  will  not  only  caufe  a  total  lofs  of  the  revenue,  but  alfo  excite  a 
general  rebellion  of  the  zemindars  throughout  the  province. 

The  provincial  council  farther  add,  that  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  receiving 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  governor  general  and  council  on  this  fubject,  they 
inform  that  board,  that  a  precept  of  the  fupreme  court  has  beenfervedon  Rajah 
Mahdoo  Sing,  zemindar  of  Tarhoot,  and  on  Modun  Tahor,  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal talookdars  ;  and  the  provincial  council  add,  they  are  informed  many 
others  are  daily  expected. 

Your  committee  find,  on  the  fame  day's  confutations,  a  letter  from  the  go- 
vernor general  and  council  to  Mr.  Ewan  Law,  chief,  and  to  the  provincial 
Council  of  Patna,  referring  them  to  their  general  orders  of  the  17th  of  that 
month  ;  incloling  copies  of  notification,  in  the  Perfian  and  Bengal  languages, 
to  be  made  to  all  the  zemindars,  chowdries,  &c.  and  which  orders  were  then 
repeated.  The  governor  general  and  council  farther  directed  the  council  of 
Patna  t«  inform  the  zemindars  of  Narhut  and  Samay,  and  of  Tirhoct,  that 
they  were  not  fubject  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  in  that 
character  they  were  not  to  yield  obedience  to  its  warrants  of  fummonfes. 

The  governor  and  council  general  alio  add,  that,  apprehenlive  from  what 
has  lardy  happened,  that  rhe  (lieriff  might  employ  military  force  to  enforce  the 
writs  of  the  iupreme  court,  they  caution  the  provincial  council  of  Patna  to 
be  on  their  guard  againft  any  fuch  allulion  ;  and  on  the  firft  notice  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  any  bodies  of  armed  men  in  the  province  of  Bahar,  by  what  au- 
thority foever  they  may  have  been  deputed,  excepting  by  the  regular  orders 
of  the  government,  that  they  do  immediately  take  the  moil  effectual  means  to 
apprehend  them,  and,  if  necefiary,  that  they  apply  to  the  officer  of  the 
neareft  military  ftation  for  aiTiftance. 

1  Your 
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Your  committee  obferve,  that  in  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  general 
and  council,  of  the  10th  of  December,  1779,  Mr.  Francis,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fupreme  council,  delivers  in  a  minute  relative  to  the  zemindar  of 
Powah  Colly,  in  the  province  of  Purnea;  the  board,  in  confequence,  do  call 
upon  Mr.  Harwood,  the  chief  of  the  provincial  council  of  Dinagepore,  to  inform 
the  board  what  he  knows  relative  to  the  proceedings  againft  Hurry  Sing,  the 
zemindar  of  Powah  Colly. 

Your  committee  find,  that  Mr.  Harwood,  in  his  letter  of  the  20th  of  De- 
cember, 1779,  to  the  fecretary  of  the  council,  ftates  as  follows :  That  in 
the  Bengal  year  11 82,  or  1775,  one  AmanUllah  claimed  fomeiands,  fituated 
in  the  pergunnah  of  Powah  Colly ;  but  that  the  zemindar  denied  his  right,  and 
refufing  to  relinquilh  them,  an  affray  enfued  between  the  parties,  in  which  one 
man  was  killed :  the  officers  of  the  phoufdarry  court  examined  into  the  cir- 
cumftances,  and  as  it  appeared  that  the  zemindar  Hurry  Sing  and  Aman  Ul- 
lah  were  both,  in  fome  meafure,  culpable,  they  were  both  ordered  into  con- 
finement ;  that  fome  time  after  their  releafe  from  this  confinement,  Aman 
Ullah  caufed  another  complaint  to  be  preferred  to  the  nabob,  in  which  he  fet 
forth,  that  Hurry  Sing  had  murdered  his  wife's  brother  :  in  confequence  of  this 
accufation,  the  officers  of  the  phoufdarry  court  were  directed  to  conduct  the 
zemindar  to  Moorlhedabad,  that  he  might  be  tried  before  the  nabob  ;  but  that 
on  the  road  thither,  they  were  met  by  an  European  bailiff,  who  took  their  pri- 
foner  from  tl.em,  and  carried  him  to  Calcutta ;  Aman  Ullah  having  inftituted 
a  fuit  for  debt  againft  him  in  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature. 

Mr.  Harwood  farther  ftates,  that  he  heard  the  zemindar  was  confined  in 
jail  there  a  confiderable  time,  but  did  not  know  by  what  means  he  obtained 
permiffion  to  return  to  Purnea ;  and  he  alfo  adds,  that  upon  the  zemindar's 
arrival  at  Purnea,  he  was  again  put  into  confinement  by  the  phoufdarry  offi- 
cers. Mr.  Harwood  farther  relates,  that  foon  after  this,  another  European, 
with  a  warrant,  came  to  Purnea;  and  hearing  that  Hurry  Sing  was  confined 
in  prifon,  that  the  ferjeant  went  there  at  night ;  a  guard  was  at  the  door,  the 
ferjeant  forced  his  way  jn,  and  examined  the  prifoners.  Hurry  Sing, 
however,  efcaped,  and  hid  himfelf  in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  huts  for  a 
few  days ;  but  having  heard,  that  the  peons  of  the  court  had  gone  to  his  houfe 
in  the  country,  and  troubled  his  family,  he  fur  rendered  himfelf  to  the  bailiff. 
Mr.  Harwood  relates^  that  the  provincial  council  of  Dinagepore  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  addreffed  the  governor  general  and  council ;  and,  in  confequence  of  their 
orders,  he  advifed  the  zemindar  to  apply  to  Mr.  Naylor,  the  company's  com- 
miffioner  of  law-fuits,  and  to  produce  evidence  to  prove  his  independency  on 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  conrt ;  that  the  provincial  council  wrote  to  Mr.  Naylor, 
and  received  his  anfwer  ;  from  which  they  underftood  that  Hurry  Sing  had  be- 
fore pleaded  to  the  jurifdidion  of  the  court,  but  as  the  plea  did  not  iffue,  it  was 
neceflary  he  fhould  defend  the  prefent  caufe,  and  afterwards  profecute  Aman 
Ullah  for  a  litigious  fuit ;  however,  the  plaintiff  dropped  his  profecution,  and 
Hurry  Sing  again  returned  to  Purnea.  Mr.  Harwood  farther  relates,  that  a 
few  months  afterwards, another  warrant  (and  he  was  told  on  the  fame  complaint 
as  the  former)  accompanied  by  Aman  Ullah  and  the  fheriff's  officers,  came 
again  for  the  zemindar,  Hurry  Sing,  and  carried  him  a  third  time  to  Calcutta ; 
that  the  zemindar,  after  remaining  in  confinement  there  a  confiderable  time, 
procured  his  releafe,  and  was  then  at  Purnea. 

Your 
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Yoar  committee  obferve  in  the  proceedings  of  the  goTernor  general  and 
council  of  Ber*gal,  in  their  revenue  department,  of  the  icth  cf  December, 
1779,  a  letter  from  William  Holland,  provifional  chief,  and  the  council  of 
Dacca,  to  the  governor  and  council,  inclofing  the  copy  of  a  writ  uTued  by  the 
fupreme  court  of  judicature ;  and  ftating,  that  without  the  knowledge  ot  Mr. 
Lodge,  who  was  the  reliJer.t  at  Belluah  [a  pergunnah  dependent  on  the  Dacca 
diviuon)  an  European  ferjeant  of  the  fupreme  court,  ejected  the  potTeflbrsof  the 
lands,  ll:led  Henry  Robin fon  in  the  writ,  and  gave  pofleffion  to  John  Doe,  viz. 
Ajooderam  ;  although  the  former  held  them  upon  a  decree  pa£ed  in  the  adaolnt 
againft  Chundermoney  and  SherbefFar,  from  whom  John  Doe,  as  appears  by  the 
writ,  derives  his  title. 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  when  Mr.  Shakefpear,  who  was  chief  of 
the  Dacca  council,  returned  to  his  itation,  he  determined  not  to  permit  the 
writ  of  ejectment  from  the  fupreme  court  to  operate  in  any  diftrict  under  his 
charge,  without  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  governor  general  and  council,' 
and  therefore  he,  in  conjunction  with  the  provincial  council,  appointed  a 
iczawul,  or  temporary  collector,  on  the  part  of  government,  over  the  Patpar- 
rah  Taiook,  and  to  publifh  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  ryots  under  the 
faid  talooks  from  paying  their  rents  to  any  perfon  whatever,  but  the  fczawul 
fo  appointed ;  and  their  lands  to  be  held  anfwerable  for  fuch  rents,  without 
any  abatement  for  payments  that  may  be  made  to  any  other  perfon  what* 
foever. 

It  appears,  that  the  governor  general  and  council  approved  of  the  conduct 
of  the  provincial  chief  and  council  of  Dacca,  and  directed  that  a  new  notice 
(hould  be  circulated  to  all  the  zemindars  and  talookdars,  defcribing  what  clafc 
of  perfons  were  fubject  to  the  jnrifdiction  of  the  fupreme  court. 

Your  committee  obferve  in  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  general  and 
council,  in  their  revenue  department,  of  the  9th  of  May  1779,  a  letter  from 
Mr.  North  Naylor,  attorney  to  the  company,  reprefenting  that  actions  at  law 
had  been  brought  againft  Judder  al  hue  Cawn,  the  naib  nazim,  or  viceroy  of 
Bengal,  by  Cojah  Zekeriah,  and  others,  for  the  feizure  and  imprifonment  of 
them  at  Moorfhedabad.  It  ftates,  that  the  plaintiffs  are  perfons  againft  whom 
had  been  alledged  the  commifiion  of  forgery  ;  and  that  they  were  fent  down 
from  Patna  to  Moorfhedabad,  to  wait  the  decifion  of  the  naib  nazim,  on 
the  trial  they  had  undergone  before  the  officers  of  the  phoufdarry  court ;  but 
on  Lcing  ferved  with  fubpecnas  from  the  fupreme  court,  had  been  fuffered  to 
proceed  to  Calcutta,  previous  to  any  judgement  being  pafled  on  their  inno- 
cence or  criminality. 

Your  committee  find,  that  the  governor  general  and  council  refolved,  that 
the  company's  attorney  mould  be  directed  to  defend  the  actions  brought  againft 
Suddcral  hue  Cawn,  naib  nazim,  by  Cojah  Zekeriah,  and  others,  for  the  la- 
lure  and  imprifonment  of  them  at  Moorfhedabad  ;  and  the  advocate  general 
was  directed  to  ph-ad  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  court,  and  if  that  plea  was  over- 
ruled, to  proceed  on  the  merits  of  thecaufe. 

And  your  committee  obferve,  that  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Naylor,  attorney  to 
the  company,  of  the  ill  of  July,  1 779,  he  informs  the  fecretary  to  the  coun- 
cil that  the  fevcral  actions  commenced  in  the  fupreme  court  againft  Sudder  al 
hue  Cawn,  the  naib  nazim,  wert  difcontinued  by  the  parties. 

Your 
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Your  committee  find,  that  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  have  exercifed 
jurifdiction  over  the  naib  Subah,  or  nabob's  deputy,  in  the  three  provinces* 
The  naib  iubah  is  an  officer  who  holds  his  appointment  from  the  nabob  of 
Bengal  j  he  prefides  in  a  court  compofed  of  various  perfons  fkilled  in  the  Ma* 
liomedan  laws,  which  court  fuperintcnds  the  whole  criminal  jurifdi&ion  of  the 
three  provinces  :  the  provincial  officers  of  criminal  jurifdi&ion  receive  their 
appointments  from  him,  and  make  a  monthly  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
their  refpective  courts  to  him  ;  and  no  capital  lentence  can  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution, until  fuch  fentence  is  confirmed  by  the  naib  fubah,  or  the  nabob  him* 
felf.  Your  committee  obferve,  that  in  a  minute  made  by  the  governor  ge- 
neral, of  the  9th  of  March,  1780,  he  ftates,  that  Sudder  al  hue  Cawn, 
the  late  naib  iubah  of  thefe  provinces,  had  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  ferved 
upon  him  in  his  durbar,  or  court,  by  a  fherifFs  officer,  in  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1779 — That  Sudder  al  hue,  being  apprehenfiveof  doing  any  act 
which  might  be  conftrued  an  acknowledgement  of  his  fubjeclion  to  the  jurif- 
diction  of  the  court,  and  at  the  fame  time  cautious  to  avoid  offence,  he  deiired 
the  officer  to  leave  the  writ  on  a  chair  in  his  prefence.  The  officer  on  his  re- 
turn made  affidavit  of  the  fact,  with  fuch  a  colouring  of  it,  as  induced  the 
judges  to  regard  it  as  an-infult  offered  to  their  authority,  and  immediately  to 
order  an  attachment  to  ifTue  againft  him.  The  governor  general  farther  ftates, 
that  fortunately  the  execution  of  the  writS-vas  flayed  by  an  affidavit  of  the 
commiffioncr  of  law-fuits,  which  afforded  him  time  to  ufe  his  influence  for 
preventing  it  ultimately  from  taking  efteel ;  and  that  he  was  alarmed  for  the 
confequences  which  would  follow  from  fuch  an  outrage  fo  publickly  offered  to 
the  perfon  of  the  man,  in  whofc  hands  was  placed  the  whole  criminal  jiirif- 
didtion  of  the  provinces,  if  permitted  ;  and  which  could  only  be  prevented 
by  means  which  hedreaded  as  much.  The  governor  general  adds,  that  he  pre- 
vailed upon  Sudder  al  hucCawn,  to  write  a  letter  of  conceffion  to  the  chief  juf- 
tice.  The  fupreme  court  ordered,  that  the  writ  of  attachment  fhould  not  ifTue 
out  of  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  until  the  firft  day  of  the  next  term, 
and  until  farther  order.  The  governor  general  concludes  with  remarking, 
that  the  writ  was  never  afterwards  enforced  or  noticed,  but  remained  im- 
pending as  a  terror  over  the  head  of  the  naib  nazim,  until  the  day  of  his 
death  ;  and  he  believes  that  it  exifts  event  to  the  day  he  wrote  that  minute. 
'  Your  committee  find  fome  flrong  obfervations  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
fupreme  court  againft  Sudder  al  hue  Cawn,  in  the  letter  of  the  governor  ge- 
neral and  council  to  the  court  of  directors,  of  the  25th  January,   1 780. 

Your  committee  being  folicitous  to  afcertain  the  extent  to  which  the  laws 
of  England  have  been  adminiftered  by  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  of 
judicature,  over  the  native  inhabitants  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa,  perufed 
volumes  of  reco'rds  ordered  from  the  Eaftrlndia  company. 

Your  committee  find,  that  the  nature  and  powers  of  the  dewannee  adaulut 
are  fet  forth  in  the  feventh  report  of  the  committee  of  fecrefy  ;  and  Mr. 
Boughton  Roufe  informed  your  committee,  that  in  confequence  of  a  deter- 
mination made  by  the  judges,  in  the  cafe  of  an  habeas  corpus,  in  1775,  the 
dewannee  adaulut  of  the  town  of  Calcutta,  was  annulled;  and  all  caufes 
concerning  property  within  the  town,  between  native  and  native,  have  fwice 
been  tried  by  the  fupreme  court  only.  And  it  does  not  appear  to  your  com- 
mitte,  that  the  dewannee  adaulutg  out  of  Calcutta,  have  undergone  any 
1  material 
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material  change  in  their  conftitution  fince  the  year  1772,  when  a  general 
plan  was  formed,  which  was  alfo  laid  before  the  Houfe  in  the  feventh  report 
of  the  faid  committee  of  fecrefy.  But  it  does  appear,  by  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Bough  ton  Roufe,  that  the  controul  which  was  given  by  the  fourth  arti- 
cle of  the  regulations  above  mentioned,  to  the  Englifh  chiefs  or  collectors  in 
the  departmsnt  of  criminal  juftice*  was  entirely  taken  away  by  a  regulation 
of  the  governor  general  and  council  about  the  month  of  February,  1776, 
when  the  whole  criminal  jurifdiction  of  the  provinces  was  committed  to  the 
direction  of  the  naib  fubah,  or  nabob's  deputy. 

Your  committee  thought  it  their  duty  to  obtain  all  poflible  information  rc- 
fpecting  the  practice  of  the  fupreme  court,  as  well  as  on  the  expence  of  fuits 
inftituted  there;  and  for  this  purpofe  they  examined  Mr.  William  Hickey; 
who  informed  them,  that  he  practifed  as  an  attorney  at  Bengal,  for  eighteen 
months,  from  November,  1777,  to  May,  1779  —That  he  ferved  his  clerkfbip 
with  his  father  in  England — That  the  expence  of  profecuting  a  fuit  in  Ben- 
gal, is,  he  believes,  treble  to  what  it  would  be  in  England — That  the  fees  of 
court  are  eftablifhed  in  the  rules  of  practice  fettled  by  the  judges,  and  approved 
by  the  governor  general  and  council — That  the  fees  to  the  counfel  are  three 
times  as  much  as  thofe  in  England — That  the  largeft  fee  he  ever  gave  was 
fifteen  gold  mohurs— That  a  gold  mohur  is  worth  about  thirty-four  {hillings. 
That  if  the  caufe  continued  more  days  than  one,  the  fee  was  repeated  daily ; 
and  that  a  caufe  that  would  in  England  laft  one  day,  lads  there  two  or  three 
days — That  the  expence  is  much  encreafed  by  the  diftance  of  the  place  where 
the  caufe  of  a&ion  arifes,  by  the  charge  of  bringing  up  witneffes,  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  travelling,  which,  he  underflands,  is  much  greater  there  than  in 
England — That  it  is  common  for  a  party  living  at  a  diftance,  to  fend  a  vakeel 
or  native  agent,  who  employs  an  attorney  at  Calcutta  to  tranfact  his  bufmefs; 
fo  that  in  that  country,  every  perfon,  having  a  caufe,  and  not  attending  him- 
felf,  muft  employ  an  attorney  and  a  vakeel.  Being  afked,  what  was  the  firft 
procefs  iflued  by  the  fupreme  court,  in  the  difterent  civil  actions  brought 
againft  native  inhabitants  oi  Bengal  ?  informed  your  committee,  that  there 
are  but  two  forts  of  procefs,  one  by  fum/nons,  the  other  by  capias — That  the 
firfl  requires  an  appearance  being  enterecr\ipon  the  return  of  the  fummons— 
That  the  capias  holds  to  bail ;  for  which  reafon  the  native  plaintiffs  always 
wiflied  to  have  a  capias.  Being  asked,  in  what  cafes  the  fupreme  court  iflues 
a  fummons  ?  he  faid,  in  cafes  of  debt ;  if  it  is  under  one  hundred  rupees,  you 
can  have  no  other  writ  but  a  fummons,  and  that  fummons  iflues  of  courfe, 
without  any  affidavit,  if  the  defendant  reiides  within  Calcutta,  or  its  limits ; 
if  out  of  Calcutta,  the  plaintiff  muft  make  affidavit,  (taring-  how  the  defen- 
dant is  fubject  to  the  jurifdiction.  Being  asked,  in  what  cafes  the  fupreme 
court  iflues  writs  of  capias  ?  he  faid,  in  debts  of  above  one  hundred  rupees, 
and  matters  of  wrong :  the  perfon  complaining  makes  affidavit  of  the  cir- 
cumdances  ;  that  affidavit  is  carried  before  a  judge,  who  admini  Iters  the  oath, 
and  orders  the  capias,  with  bail,  in  any  fum  that  he  thinks  the"wrong  may  re- 
quire. In  actions  of  debt,  the  bail  is  generally  double  the  amount  of  the 
debt ;  but  upon  this  fubje£t  he  begs  leave  to  reter  to  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  fupreme  court,  which  have  been  laid  before  the  committee.  Being  asked, 
whether  it  is  eafy  for  the  native  inhabitants  to  find  bail  ?  he  faid,  it  is  not  dif- 
ficult for  an  inhabitant  of  Calcutta  to  obtain  bail,  provided  he  has  money- 
He 
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He  believes,  that  in  fifteen  actions  out  of  twenty,  the  bail  are  hired  ;  that  if 
they  were  not  hired,  he  believes  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  procure  bail; 
that  it  would  be  almoft  impoffible  for  a  perfon  coming  from  any  alliance  to 
procure  bail,  unlefs  he  ufed  the  fame  means,  that  of  hiring  bail ;  that  there 
are  great  numbers  committed  to  jail  for  want  of  bail ;  that  he  believes  there 
are  more  inftances  of  perjury  in  the  court,  relative  to  bail,  than  in  any  other 
court.'  Being  afked,  whether  it  is  cuftomary  to  oppofe  bail,  when  they  come 
to  be  juftified  ?  he  faid,  it  is ;  but  he  never  recollects  to  have  feen  bail  rcfufed, 
unlefs  their  psrjury  was  evident  by  prevarication  before  the  court.  Being 
a(ked,  what  is  the  fee  to  counfel  for  juftifying  or  oppofing  bail  ?  he  faid,  one 
gold  mohur  to  the  counfel,  which  is  about  one  pound  twelve  (hillings  fter- 
ling.  Being  alked,  when  a  perfon  made  affidavit  of  debt  before  a  judge,  and 
of  the  defendant  being  fubject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  fupreme  court,  whe- 
ther it  was  ufual  for  the  judge  to  examine  the  plaintiff,  as  to  the  particular 
circumftances  which  brought  the  debt  within  the  jurifdidtion  ?  he  faid,  fuch 
perfon  as  he  carried  before  a  judge,  were  always  examined  very  ftriclly ;  but 
with  other  attornies  that  was  not  the  cafe — That  he  has  feen  th<*  jud<*e  grant 
writs  of  capias,  without  alking  any  queftions  of  the  perfon  making  iuch  affi- 
davit. Being  farther  alked,  whether  writs  were  ever  refufed  on  affidavits 
offered  by  him  ?  he  faid  feveral,  and  that  two  were  afterwards  granted  upon 
the  application  of  Mr.  Wroughton,  his  clients  having  quitted  him  and  em- 
ployed Mr.  Wroughton.  Being  alked,  if  they  were  granted  upon  farther 
examination,  or  frelh  affidavit?  he  faid,  the  affidavit  of  courfe  was  re-drawn, 
but  there  was  no  new  matter  in  it.  Then  being  alked,  to  what  judge  he  al- 
luded? he  faid,  to  Mr.  Jultice  Hyde,  the  only  judge  who  acted  in  Calcutta 
in  bufinefs  out  of  court,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Le  Maiftre,  who  died  fome 
time  in  the  month  of  November,  1777,  a  few  days  after  the  witnefs's  arrival 
in  Calcutta.  Being  alked,  how  it  came  that  Mr.  Juftice  Hyde  was  the  only 
judge  that  tranfacted  this  part  of  the  bufinefs  ?  he  faid,  from  his  being  the 
only  judge  refident  in  Calcutta.  Being  alked,  whether  in  any  actions  of 
wrongs,  and  for  debt  of  above  one  hundred  rupees,  a  native  can  plead  to  the 
jurifdiction,  and  have  that  plea  tried  without  giving  bail,  or  going  to  jail  ? 
he  faid,  moft  certainly  not.  Being  alked,  what  would  be  the  expence  of  a 
plea  to  the  jurifdiction  of  the  court  in  a  common  cafe,  where  the  defendant 
reiides  at  no  great  diftance  from  Calcutta  ?  he  faid,  he  fuppofed  full  five  hun- 
dred rupees,  two  hundred  of  which  would  be  allowed  on  the  taxation  between 
party  and  party,  if  his  plea  was  admitted  ;  but  that  if  the  native  was  refident 
in  a  diftant  province,  it  is  impoffible  to  fay  what  the  expence  might  amount  to» 
Being  alked,  if  he  had  any  opportunity  of  knowing  what  defcription  of  men 
the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  think  themfelves  empowered  to  fubpoena  as 
wirneffes  ?  he  faid,  he  believes  they  think  themfelves  empowered  to  fubpeena 

Eerfons  of  all  ranks  ;  that  he  has  known  rajahs  fubpeenaed  as  witneffes ;  that  he 
eard  the  chief  juftice  declare  from  the  bench,  that  in  cafe  of  refufal  of  any 
perfon  fo  fubpeenaed  to  attend,  or  even  of  a  perfon  abfenting  himfelf,  in  order 
to  avoid  being  ferved,  that  the  court*  was  empowered,  and  would  moft  certainly 
inflict  corporal  punifhment ;  and  that  the  claufe  by  which  they  were  fo  au- 
thorifed,  was  inferted  in  the  charter  at  his  exprefs  defire.  Being  alked,  whe- 
ther in  caufes  of  long  duration,  or  great  confequence,  the  expences  in  that 
court  are  not  very  heavy  ?  he  faid,  yes ;  that  the  moft  expenfive  caufe  he  ever 
Vol.  IIr  U  u  u  managed 
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managed  in  that  country,  was  for  Colonel  Watfon,  which  was  concluded  with- 
in the  third  term,  and  that  his  bill  amounted  to  upwards  of  feven  thoufand 
•ficca  rupees,  or  eight  hundred  pounds  ;  that  in  the  Patna  caufe,  the  plaintiff's 
attorney's  bill,  fome  time  before  the  conclufion  of  the  caufe,  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  forty  thoufand  ficca  rupees,  about  four  thoufand  ftv&  hundred 
pounds ;  that  this  was  told  him  by  Mr.  Wroughton,  one  of  the  attornies  hi 
the  fuit.  Being  afked,  if  he  knows  any  thing  of  the  number  of  caufes  an- 
nually tried  in  Calcutta  ?  he  faid,  he  fuppofed,  that  in  the  time  he  refided 
there,  there  were  upon  an  average  at  leaft  fifty  in  each  term  and  fittings,  and 
there  are  four  terms  in  a  year.  Being  afked,  whether  it  often  happened  that 
a  fingle  judge  formed  a  court  for  the  decifion  of  civil  or  criminal  fuits  ?  he 
faid,  it  was  very  frequently  the  cafe,  and  once  during  his  refidence,  almoft 
for  a  whole  term  and  fittings.  Being  afked,  if  that  fingle  judge  exercifed  the 
power  of  affefTing  damages  for  perfoiial  injuries  ?  he  faid,  he  acted  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  the  four  were  prefent.  Then  being  afked,  whether  he  thought 
in  the  courfe  of  his  practice;  that  fubftantial  juftice  had  often  failed  of  being 
obtained,  for  want  of  legal  formality  in  the  inftruments  exhibited  to  fupport 
the  claims  ?  he  informed  your  committee,  that  in  many  inftances  it  had,  par- 
ticularly in  agreements  between  Europeans  and  natives,  and  that  fome  of 
thefe  agreements  had  been  made  before  the  eftablifhment  cf  the  fupreme  court 
of  judicature. 

Then  Thomas  Farrer,  Efq.  a  member  of  your  committee,  was  afked,  to 
what  did  he  attribute  the  abolition  or  fufpenfion  of  the  court  of  dewannee 
adaulut  of  Calcutta  ?  he  informed  your  committee,  that  the  fupreme  court  of 
judicature  has  uniformly,  as  he  has  always  underftood,  held,  that  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Calcutta  and  its  environs  within  the  limits  of  the  Mahratta  Ditch, 
of  whatfoever  defcription,  are  in  all  cafes,  both  civil  and  criminal  (fave  in 
matters  of  revenue  due  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  fuch  trifling  matters 
as  come  within  the  cognizance  of  the  court  of  confeience)  fubject  to  the  ju- 
rifdiction  of  that  court,  exclufive  of  all  other  courts  whatfoever ;  and  that  no 
native  court  has  a  concurrent  jurifdiction  with  the  fupreme  court.  To  this 
general  principle,  ftrictly  adhered  to  in  practice,  he  attributes  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  the  abolition  or  fufpenfion  of  the  court  of  dewannee  adaulut,  within  the 
town  of  Calcutta.  And  being  afked,  if  during  the  time  of  his  practice  as  a 
barrifter  at  law  in  the  fupreme  court,  he  had  known  any  considerable  inftance 
of  relief  afforded  to  the  natives  againft  the  oppreffions  and  exactions  of  Eu- 
ropeans in  power,  or  banyans  acting  under  them  ?  faid,  from  the  very  great 
variety  of  bufinefs  that  came  before  him,  h"  cannot  at  this  diftance  of  time 
pretend  to  point  out  particular  inftances  ;  there  have  been  inftances  no  doubt, 
fuch  as  bonds  pleaded  to  have  been  obtained  by  durefs ;  notes  or  tepes  given 
to  Europeans,  or  their  banyans  or  fervants,  without  any  pecuniary  confiderar 
tion  ;  and  actions  of  affault  or  battery,  againft  natives  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  that  country,  in  which,  relief  by  the  court  has  been  given  to  the 
xefpective  parties ;  but  faid,  thefe  cafes  are  but  few  in  number,  and  of  infer 
rior  confequence,  fuch  at  leaft  as  at  prefent  ftrike  his  memory.  Being  afked, 
if  he  ever  heard  that  the  late  Mayor's  court  at  Calcutta  was  remarkably  de- 
ficient in  affording  redrefs  to  cafes  of  that  nature  ?  faid,  that  from  the  idea  he 
entertained  of  the  integrity  and  impartiality  of  that  court,  he  conceived  that 
redrefs  would  have  been  granted  in  all  the  cafes  by  him  above  alluded  to,  fup- 

pofing 
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pofing  that  court  to  have  had  jurifdiction  over  them.  Being  asked,  if  he 
thought  that  the  natives  would  have  been  afraid  of  applying  for  redrefs  to  a 
court  fo  conftituted ?  faid,  that  in  many  cafes  he  thought  they  would;  and 
that  the  conftitution  of  that  court,  confidering  the  extent  of  territory  and 
influence  our  nation  now  pnffefles  in  that  country,  was  very  defective.  Being 
asked,  if  he  knew  of  any  inftances  in  the  fupreme  court,  in  which  the  parties 
failed  in  obtaining  fubftantia]  juftice,  from  the  defects  or  errors  in  the  forms 
of  proceedings  ?  faid,  a  great  many,  no  doubt.  Being  asked,  whether  the 
tranfadtions  of  that  country  are  eafily  reconcileable  with  the  ftrict  oWervance 
of  the  forms  and  proceedings  of  our  court  ?  faid,  no,  in  many  cafes  very  dif- 
ficult. Being  asked,  whether  the  rules  of  evidence  obferved  by  that  court, 
are  any  obftrucYion  to  the  obtaining  fubftantial  juftice  ?  faid,  he  thought  not ; 
difficulties  frequently  occurred,  but  they  were  generally  got  over,  and  in  fe- 
veral  inftances  the  court  gave  it  to  be  underftood  as  a  matter  of  favour,  rather 
than  a  matter  of  right.  Being  asked,  whether  he  did  not  think  that  a  more 
fimple  mode  of  proceeding  than  that  ufed  in  the  fupreme  court,  would  be  con- 
ducive to  fubftantial  juftice,  without  injury  to  the  certainty  of  legal  proceed- 
ings ?  faid,  that  both  in  the  conftitution  of  the  court,  ana  in  the  forms  and 
practice,  he  thought  that  many  improvements  might  be  made.  Being  asked, 
if  he  had  not  had  an  occafion  to  form  an  opinion  in  the  courfe  of  his  practice,; 
that  the  natives  of  Indoftan  are  lefs  fcrupulous  of  perjury  than  in  other  na- 
tions ?  (faid,  they  are  extremely  apt  to  evade  and  equivocate,  and  from  the 
difference  between  the  idiom  of  their  language  and  ours,  joined  to  the  natu- 
ral difpofitions  above  mentioned,  with  tbe  additional  circumftance  of  their 
evidence  being  taken  from  the  medium  of  an  interpreter,  who  does  not  al* 
ways  well  underftand  our  language,  he  has  frequently  found  it  impoffible  to 
get  a  direct  anfwer  from  them,  but  in  many  cafes,  direct,  apparent  contradic- 
tions appear  between  the  evidences  produced  by  the  different  parties.  Being 
asked,  if  he  recollected  any  inftances  of  men,  who  had  been  fentenced  as 
criminals  to  work  on  the  roads,  being  releafed  by  the  authority  of  the  fu- 
preme court?  faid,  that  at  the  time  of  the  eftablifhment  of  the  fupreme 
court,  many  perfons  of  this  defcription  in  the  town  of  Calcutta  were  con- 
fined by  the  authority  of  the  country  courts  of  criminal  jurifdiction.  By  a 
reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  general  and  council,  he  believes 
it  will  be  found,  that  various  mefTages  and  applications  pafled  between  the 
judges,  or  fome  of  them,  and  the  governor  general  and  council  touching  the 
releafe  of  fuch  perfons;  that  the  governor  general  and  council  declining  to 
difcharge  them,  he  has  heard  and  believed,  that  moil  or  all  of  fuch  perfons 
were  difcharged  by  the  authority  of  fome  one  or  more  of  the  judges.  Being 
asked,  what  was  the  confequence  of  this  general  releafe  ?  faid,  great  diforders* 
enfued  by  the  eommiflion  of  a  great  number  of  robberies  in  the  town  and  en- 
virons of  Calcutta;  fome  of  them,  as  he  has  heard  and  believed,  by  a  num- 
ber of  armed  banditti  in  open  day:  the  general  opinion  was,  that  thefe  dif- 
orders proceeded  from  the  releafe  above  mentioned,  and  the  confequent  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  authority  which  confined  them ;  infomuch,  that  the  officer 
called  iuperintendant  of  police,  was  permitted  totefume  his  functions  in  the 
ufual  manner.  Being  asked,  whether  the  fuperintendant  of  the  police  acted 
as  an  officer  of  the  phoufdarry  court,  or  whether  he  proceeded  according  to 
the  ftrict  rules  of  the  Englifh  criminal  law?  faid,  he  was  certainly  an  officer 
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or  perfon  employed  by  a  criminal  jurifdicYion  of  the  country,  and  has  not,  as 
he  conceived,  any  connection  with  the  Englifh  laws.  Being  afked,  what 
rule  the  court  obferved  in  granting  writs  of  habeas  corpus  ?  faid,  the  fame 
rule,  he  conceived,  as  in  the  ifluing  all  the  other  procefs  of  the  court,  that  is, 
taking  care  that  a  proper  ground  is  made  to  them,  to  fhew  that  the  pcrfon,  in 
whole  cuftody  the  pcrfon  applying  for  an  habeas  corpus  is  charged  to  be,  is  an 
object  of  the  juriididion  of  the  court.  Being  aiked,  whether  in  actions  of 
wrong,  or  for  debt  of  above  one  hundred  rupees,  the  defendant  can  plead  to 
the  jurifdiction  without  giving  bail  or  going  to  jail  ?  faid,  that  fuppoiing  an 
order  to  be  made  by  a  judge  for  holding  a  defendant  to  bail  ;  in  that  cafe  he 
certainly  cannot  plead  to  the  iurifdic"rion  of  the  court  without  giving  bail,  or 
as  a  prifoner.  Being  aflced,  if  bail  for  large  funis  was  eafily  obtained  in  the 
provinces  r  faid,  that  mull  entirely  depend  upon  the  degree  of  credit  that  the 
defendant  pnffeffes  ;  but  in  general  he  fhould  think  it  difficult ;  and  for  the 
moil  part,  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  country,  defendants  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  were  generally  brought  to  Calcutta  for  want  of  bail,  Beingafked,  if  the 
court  ever  granted  an  habeas  corpus  to  bring  up  the  body  of  aMahomedan  or 
a  Gentoo  woman  ?  faid,  that  he  was  concerned  as  counfel  in  one  fuchinftance- 
a  return  was  made,  dating,  that  this  woman  could  not  be  produced  in  court 
without  difgrace,  and  therefore  fubmitting  it  to  the  court,  that  the  matter 
fhould  not  be  farther  profecuted  :  there  being  no  oppofition  made  to  this  re- 
turn, the  court  obferved,  it  muft  for  that  reafon  be  received,  and  filed  fub Jilen 
tio.  Being  afked,  if  he  had  any  opportunity  of  knowing  what  defcription  of 
men  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  thought  themfelves  empowered  to  fub- 
pcena  as  witnelTes  ?  faid,  he  believed  they  fubpeenaed  all  perfons  of  what  de- 
scription foever,  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla. 

Your  committee  again  examined  Mr.  Jofeph  Price ;  who  being  afked  if 
he  knew  of  the  releafe  of  the  zemindary  prifoners,  by  order  of  the  judges 
,  or  any  one  of  them  ?  he  faid,  he  remembered  it  very  well — That  all  the  in- 
habitants of  .Calcutta  were  extremely  alarmed  at  it — That  he  was  obliged  to 
be  at  the  expence  of  fix  or  eight  peons  to  guard  his  own  property,  which  he 
thought  before  very  fee  lire — That  his  agents  and  fervants  daily  brought  him 
acconts  of  unufual  robberies,  and  other  violences,  committed  by  the  prifoners 
who  had  been  difcharged— That  many  of  the  European  inhabitants  returned 
to  their  houfes  more  early  than  ufual,  to  fee  their  property  fecured,  which 
they  thought  in  as  much  danger  from  the  releafe  of  the  convicls,  as  the  peo- 
ple in  England  would  from  a  general  releafe  from  all  the  priions  and  ballaii 
lighters. 

Being  afked,  if  the  fupreme  court  had  proceeded  upon  the  firict  formalities 
of  Englifh  law  courts,  or  with  the  difcrction  formerly  cxercifed  by  the  May- 
or's court,  as  a  court  of  equity  ?  he  faid,  they  have  proceeded  upon  the  flrict 
formalities,  with  a  ieverity  inconceivable  to  the  natives— That  in  the  Mayor's 
•court  the  proceedings  were  very  fimple  and  plain,  and  as  few  technical  terms 
permitted  to  be  ufed  as  poilible  by  the  attornies  or  lawyers,  in  order  that  the 
inhabitants  who  underftood  Englifh,  and  who  were  prefent  in  the  court,  might 
underfland  theproceedings  of  that  court.  Being  afked,  if  he  thought  many 
inftances  have  ariien  in  iuits,  either  of  natives  or  Europeans,  whcTre  a  rigid 
adherence  to  ftnet  legal  formalities  has  prevented  fubflantial  juftice  ?  he  faid, 

he 
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he  thought  it  had  not  only  prevented  fubftantial  juftice,  but  had  prevented 
people  applying  to  the  fuprerne  court  of  judicature  for  juftice. 

Being  afked,  if  there  was  not  a  great  refpondentia  caufe  before  the  fuprerne 
court  of  judicature,  whilfl  he  was  at  Calcutta  ?  he  faid,  he  was  fummoned  by 
the  court  to  give  his  opinion  upon  a  refpondentia  caufe  then  depending ; 
when  the  form  of  law  totally  deftroyed  all  their  cuftoms  in  India,  in  the  mode 
of  lending  and  borrowing  of  money  on  refpondentia,  and  rendered  his  experi- 
ence of  more  than  twenty -five  years  infignificant.  Being  aflced,  whether  in 
confequence  of  the  decifion  paffed  in  that  inftnnce,  merchants  were  not 
obliged  to  make  an  entire  alteration  in  the  form  of  their  refpondentia  bonds 
throughout  India,  in  order  to  give  them  a  legal  validity  ?  he  faid,  they  cer* 
tainly  were  ;  and  that  the  fame  remark  applies  to  every  inftrument  and  obli- 
gation ufuaily  made  between  man  and  man,  that  they  had  very  littlei^yy|  be- 
fore the  inftitution  of  the  court,  but  a  great  deal  of  juftice. 

Your  committee  then  examined  Mr.  John  Mills,  who  faid,  that  he  had're- 
lided  in  Bengal  twenty -one  years — That  he  left  it  the  14th  of  January,  1778 
—That  he  was  fuperintendant  of  the  police.  Being  alked,  whether  he  knows 
of  any  circumftances  of  certain  criminals  fentenced  by  the  phoufdarry  court 
of  Calcutta  to  work  on  the  public  roads,  being  releafed  by  order  of  the  fu- 
prerne court,  or  any  judge  of  that  court  ?  he  informed  your  committee,  that 
he  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Juftice  Le  Maiftre,  whilft  he  was  fuperintendant 
of  the  police,  informing  him  that  on  the  following  day  he  fhould  be  ferved 
with  an  habeas  corpus,  to  bring  up  all  the  prifoners  that  were  under  his  charge, 
before  the  fuprerne  court,  at  the  court-houfe — That  the  note  recommended  to 
him  to  deliver  them  all  up,  as  he  could  not  aflign  any  legal  reafon  for  the  de- 
taining thofe  that  might  have  been  delivered  to  him  when  he  received  the 
charge  of  the  office,  or  fuch  as  might  have  been  committed  during  the  time 
he  had  been  in  office.  And  accordingly  on  the  next  clay  he  attended  before 
the  court  with  the  prifoners,  and  delivered  them  up — That  the  number  of 
them  was  between  fixty  and  feventy — About  thirty  of  them  had  fmall  irons 
about  their  legs,  and  that  they  were  coupled  together  two  and  two.  Being 
alked,  for  what  offences  thefe  thirty  prifoners  Were  put  in  irons  ?  faid,  for  va- 
rious kinds  of  thefts.  Being  afked,  what  was  the  uiual  term  of  their  fentence 
for  working  on  the  roads  ?  he  faid,  when  he  received  the  office  fomc  of  them 
were  fentenced  for  life — That  after  he  held  the  office,  the  longeit  term  was 
for  Clx  months,  and  he  thinks  only  two  for  that  time.  Being  atked,  what  were 
the  confequences  refulting  from  the  releafe  of  thefe  convicts  ?  he  faid,  that 
the  native  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  were  thrown  into  great  apprehcnfions  and 
alarm,  and  not  without  reafon — That,  as  near  as  he  can  recoiled,  one  third  of 
the  number  of  thefe  convicts,  or  more,  were  taken  up  for  committing  various 
crimes  within  the  fpace  of  three  weeks — That  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  to 
his  own  knowledge,  hired  men  to  guard  their  houfes,  and  to  protect  their  per- 
fons  and  property — That  upon  examining  thefe  people  when  brought  before 
him,  they  acknowledged  that  they  had  no  other  means  of  fubfiftence  than  by 
robbing  and  plundering — That  he  then  lent  them  to  the  fitting  juftice,  with  the 
proofs  and  witnefles  of  the  crimes  they  had  committed,  and  that  they  were  in 
general,  as  he  understands,  difmifled.  *  Being'afked,  what  effect  the  conduct  of 
the  judges  in  this  part  of  their  proceedings  had  upon  the  powers  of  bis  office  ? 
he  faid,  it  took  away  the  whole  power,  and  rendered  it  totally  ufelefs,  and  an 
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unneceflkry  expence  to  the  company— That  he  was  frequently  infulted  in  the 
difcharge  of  what  he  thought  the  duties  of  it,  keeping  the  peace  and  pro- 
tecting the  inhabitants. 

Then  being  afked,  bv  what  rule  he  proceeded  as  fuperintendant  of  the  po- 
lice ;  whether  by  the  Englifh  or  the  Mahomedan  law,  or  how  otnerwife  ?  be 
faid,  by  the  Mahomedan  law  in  every  refpedfc,  to  the  beffc  of  his  knowledge. 
Being  afked,  whether  he  underflood  the  Mahomedan  law  himfelf,  or  had  any 
petfon  belonging  to  his  court  or  cutchery  who  did  underftand  it  ?  he  faid, 
he  did  not  perfectly  himfelf,  but  he  had  two  natives,  one  a  Moulavie,  and  the 
other  the  dewan  of  the  court,  who  were  deemed  competent  in  the  knowledge 
of  that  law.  Being  afked,  who  appointed  thofe  perfons  ?  he  faid,  they  were 
left  to  his  own  appointment.  Being  afked,  whether  the  proceedings  of  his  court 
were  recorded  ?  he  faid,  every  day.  Being  alked,  if  there  was  any  regular 
record  kept  of  all  thofe  zemindary  prifoners  releafed  by  his  Majefry's  juflice  ? 
he  faid,  he  did  not  doubt  there  was  ;  but  he  never  had  it  in  his  porfeffion— 
That  he  underflood  it  was  in  the  office  of  the  fecretary  of  the  fupreme  coun- 
cil, and  was  called  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  zemindary.— He  farther 
informed  your  committee,  that  he  did  not  hold  the  office  before  the  efla- 
blifhment  of  the  fupreme  court. 

Major  Rennell  was  again  examined  by  your  committee :  and  being  asked, 
whether  he  thinks  the  people  in  the  country  villages  can  conform  themfelves 
to  the  Englifh  laws,  or  take  advantage  of  them  to  fcreen  themfelves  from  the 
oppreffions  of  their  fuperiors,  without  the  advantage  of  one  or  more  refident 
Englifh  attornies  ?  he  faid,  he  did  not  think  they  could,  either  with  or  with- 
out them.  Being  asked,  whether  the  Englifh  attornies  learn  enough  of  the 
language  in  a  fliort  time,  to  be  ufeful  to  the  people  in  their  profeflion  ?  he 
faid,  undoubtedly  it  would  be  fome  time  before  they  could  learn  the  language ; 
but  when  they  had,  he  fhould  imagine  the  inhabitants  would  not  in  general 
employ  them  ;  becaufe,  before  he  left  Bengal,  a  general  complaint  was  made 
of  the  exorbitancy  of  their  charges.  Being  asked,  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  many  attornies  fettling  in  that  country  ?  he  faid,  if  he  could  fuppofe  they 
could  get  bufinefs,  he  fhould  imagine  a  general  transfer  of  property  through- 
out the  province.  Being  asked,  whether  the  ignorance  of  the  natives  in  the 
Englifh  laws  and  languages  would  not  put  them  wholly  in  the  power  of  fuch 
attornies  ?  he  faid,  undoubtedly,  to  thofe  who  employed  them.  Being  asked, 
if  fuch  attornies  fhould  be  corruptly  difpofed,  would  they  not  have  a  power 
of  oppreffing  and  vexing  the  natives,  and  doing  as  much  injury  to  their  pro- 
perty as  other  Englifhmen  employed  in  thei'company's  fcrvice  ?  he  faid,  he 
thinks  they  would  have  more  opportunities. 

Your  committee  again  examined  Edward  Babcr,  Efq.  who  being  asked, 
whether  Muxadabad  is  not  the  refidence  of  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  and  many 
men  of  family  and  liberal  education  ?  he  faid,  yes.  And  being  father  asked, 
whether  he  had  not  an  opportunity,  during  his  reildence  at  that  capital,  of 
learning  the  fentimentsof  men  of  rank  with  regard  to  the  introduction  of  the 
new  Englifh  judicature  ?  faid,  he  had  many  ;  that  he  found  them  uniformly 
averfe  to  it ;  that  he  has  even  had  applications  from  men  of  the  firft  rank, 
to  know  in  what  manner  they  could  proceed,  in  order  to  be  freed  from  it ; 
and  that  they  have  profefled  to  him  that  they  would  certainly  petition  the 
governor  general  and  council  to  this  purpofe,  if  they  were  not  afraid  of  the 
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power  of  the  fupreme  court-^-That  he  has  known  inftances  of  perfons  'of  rank 
wifhing  to  quit  the  Englifh  territory,  from  a  diflike  of  this  judicature;  that 
Rajah  Dolchunt,  a  principal  banker,  and  a  man  of  the  firft  rank  in  that  clafs, 
aflured  him,  that  he  had  been  fo  vexed  with  fummonfes,  the  procefs  of 
which,  to  a  man  of  his  rank,  is  a  difgrace,  that  it  induced  him  to  go  to  Be- 
nares, out  of  the  jurifdiction  of  the  court,  'where  he  determined  to  reiidc  to  avoid 
tlicfe  difgraceful  proceffes  :  and  the  witnefs  had  been  informed,  that  one  of  the 
family  of  the  Seats  had  retired  upon  the  fame  principle. 

Being  afked,  if  men  of  rank  are  obliged  to  leave  the  country,  what  effect 
it  would  have  upon  the  inferior  claffes,  and  whether  their  condition  would  be 
improved  by  it  ?  he  faid,  he  conceives  that  the  effect  of  monied  men  leaving 
any  country  mull  be  bad,  and  in  that  particularly  fo,  becaufe  thefe  bankers  are 
the  agents  through  which  many  of  the  zemindars,  and  others,  tranfadt  the 
bufinefs  of  their  collections.  Being  alked,  what  he  conceives  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  judgement  of  the  fupreme  court,  relative  to  the  farmers  of  lands 
and  their  fecurities  being  deemed  amenable  to  its  jurifdiction  ?  he  faid,  it  would 
totally  annihilate  the  prefent  plan  of  collections,  and  prevent  the  natives  of 
character  holding  farms,  or  becoming  fecurities. 

Thenbeiug  afked,  whether,  if  previous  to  the  appointment  of  the  judges, 
a  fubordinate  officer  fhould  have  been  protected  by  the  governor  general  and 
council,  or  a  majority  in  council,  in  any  mifdemcanor  or  mifconduct,  was  there 
any  redrefs  in  Bengal  for  the  fufferers  by  any  fueh  mifdemeanor  or  mifcon- 
duct ?  he  faid,  he  fhould  apprehend  not ;  becaufe  the  governor  and  councilf  . 
as  reprcfentat;ve  of  the  dewan  or  principal  officer,  have  no  fuperior  but  the 
court  of  directors.  Being  afked,  whether  he  has  not  heard  many  complaints 
of  the  mifbehaviour  or  mifconduct  of  Europeans,  in  the  fervice  of  the  com- 
pany, or  other  Britifh  fubjedts  or  natives  acting  as  their  agents  or  fervants  ?  he 
laid,  he  had  heard  of  fuch  complaint*.  And  being  afked,  whether  he  thought 
fucb  complainti  were  without  foundation  ?  he  faid,  he  imagined  they  were 
not  without  foundation.  Then  being  afked,  whether  he  does  not  think  it 
would  be  inconvenient  to  the  country,  if  there  was  no  mode  of  redrefs  nearer 
to  the  natives  than  Weftminfter  Hall,  or  the  Court  of  Directors  ?  he  faid, 
moff  affu redly. 

Then  being  afked,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  flate  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
OrifTa,  if  the  jurifdiction  of  the  judges  was  clearly  defined  and  properly  li- 
mited, fo  p. a  to  check  tlie  abufes  which  Europeans,  or  perfons  bona  fide  their 
agents,  »may  be  guilty  of,  whether  fuch  an  inftitution  would  not  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  country  ?  he  faid,  it  is  matter  of  opinion  ;  and  in  his  humble 
apprcheniion,  it  would  be  of  great  benefit. 

The  witnefs  being  farther  asked,  whether  the  jurifdiction  of  the  fupreme* . 
court,  continued  in  its  prefent  form,  would  have  any  tendency  to  introduce 
principles  fubverlive  of  the  fubordination  and  well-being  of  a  government  fo 
conflituted  as  that  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa  ?  faid,  that  he  thought  it  cer- 
tainly would,  becaufe  the  principles  ctf  the  one  are  diametrically  oppofite  to 
the  other. 

Upon  hearing  the  evidence  of  Mr.  William  Hickey,  relative  to  the  decla- 
ration of  the  chief  jufKce,  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  from  the  bench,  "  That  in  cafe 
'*  of  refufal  of  any  perfon  fubpeenaed  to  attend,  or  even  of  a  perfon  abfent- 
**  ing  himfelf  in  order  to  avoid  being  ferved  with  a  fubpoena,  that  the  court 
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44  was  empowered,  and  would  moft  certainly  inflict  corporal  punifhment.,, 
Your  committee  examined  the  charter  of  juftice  by  which  the  fupreme  court 
of  judicature  in  Bengal  was  inftituted  ;  and  they  do  find,  in  page  12,  as  follows : 
~~"  To  which  end  we  hereby  authorife  and  impower  the  laid  fupreme  court 
of  judicature  at  Fort  William  in  Ecngal,  at  the  requeft  of  either  of  the  par- 
ties, to  award  and  iflue  a  fummons,  or  precept  in  the  nature  of  a  fummons, 
to  be  prepared  in  manner  before  mentioned,  directed  to  every  one  of  fuch 
witnefits,  commanding  him  or  her  to  appear  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  fpecified 
in  fuch  fummons,  to  depofe  his  or  her  knowledge,  touching  the  fuit  fo  depend- 
ing between  the  parties,  naming  them,  and  fpecifying  at  whofe  requeft  fuch 
fummons  fliall  havciilued."  And  in  page  13  of  the  charter,  your  committee 
find  as  follows  :— **  And  in  cafe  any  perfon  or  perfon*,,  fo  fummoned,  fliall 
refufe,  or  wilfully  neglect  tg  appearand  befworn,  or  being  Quakers,  to  affirm 
and  be  examined,  and  fubferibe  their  depolitions,  as  the  fupreme  court  of  ju- 
dicature at  Fort  William  in  Bengal  fhaii  appoint,  the  fupreme  court  of  judi- 
cature at  Fort  William  in  Bengal  is  hereby  empowered  to  punifh  fuch  perfon 
or  p?rfons  fo  rcfufing,  or  wilfully  neglecting,  as  for  a  contempt,  by  fine,  im- 
prifmment,  or  other  corporal  punifhment,  not  a ffe ding  life  or  limb." 

Your  committee  then  examined  the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  thirteenth  year 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  under  the  authority  of  which  the  faid  letters  pa- 
tent were  granted,  and  find  only  the  two  following  elaufes  which  item 
to  have  any  relation  to  this  matter  : — u  That  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  his  Majefty,  by  charter  or  letters  patent,  under  the  great  fcal  of  Great 
Britain,  to  creel  and  eftablifh  a  fupreme  court  of  judicature  at  Fort  William 
afarjfaid,  to  confiftof  a  chief  juftice,  and  three  other  judges,  being  barrifters 
in  England  or  Ireland  of  not  lefs  than  five  years  {landing,  to  be  named  from 
time  to  time  by  his  Majefly,  his  heirs  and  fucceflors  :  which  faid  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  fliall  have,  and  the  fame  court  is  hereby  declared  to  have, 
full  power  and  authority  to  exercife  and  perform  all  civil,  criminal, admiralty, 
and  ccclefiaftical  jurifdiction,  and  to  appoint  fuch  clerks,  and  other  minif- 
teriai  officers  of  the  faid  court,  and  fuch  reafonable  falaries  as  (hall  be 
approved  of  by  the  faid  governor  general  and  council,  and  to  form  and  ef- 
tablifh fuch  rules  of  practice,  and  fuch  rules  for  the  procefs  of  the  faid  court, 
and  to  do  all  fuch  other  things  as  (hall  be  found  neceifary  for  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice,  and  the  due  execution  of  all  or  any  of  the  powers,  which  by 
the  faid  charter  fliall  or  may  be  granted  or  committed  to  the  faid  court :  and 
alio  fliall  be,  at  all  times,  a  court  of  record,  and  fliall  be  a  court  of  oyer  and 
terminer  and  jail  delivery,  in  and  tor  the  faid  town  of  Calcutta,  and  factory 
of  Fort  William  in  Bengal  aforefaid,  and  the  limits,  thereof,  and  the  factories 
fubordinatc  thereto." — u  Provided  nevcnhclefs,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the  faid  new  charter,  which  his  Majefly  is  herein 
before  impowcred  to  grant,  and  the  jurifdiclions,  powers,  and  authorities  to 
be  thereby  eftabliflied,  fliall  and  may  extend  to  all  Britifh  fubjects  who  fliall 
refide  in  the  kingdoms  or  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  or  any  of 
them  under  the  protection  of  the  faid  united  company,  and  the  fame  charter 
fliall  be  competent  and  effectual :  and  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  therein 
and  thereby  to  be  eftabliflied,  fliall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  hear  and 
determine  all  complaints  agaiiutany  of  his  Maj city's  fubjetSts,  for  any  crimes, 
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mifdcmeanors,  or  opprcflions,  committed  or  to  be  committed  ;  and  atfd  to  en- 
tertain, hear,  and  determine,  any  fuits  or  actions  whatfbever,  againft  any  of 
his  Majefty's  fubjeCts  in  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  and  any  fuit,  aCtion,  or 
complaint,  again!!  any  perfon  who  (hall,  at  the  time  when  fuch  debt  or  caufe 
of  aCtion  or  complaint  fhall  have  arifen,  have  been  employed  by,  or  (hall 
then  have  been,  dire&ly  or  indirectly,  in  the  fervice  of  the  faid  united 
company,  or  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeCts.*' 

Your  committee,  on  reading  the  petition  of  the  Britifh  inhabitants  of  the 
provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  obferve,  that  it  pre  fen  ts  two  princi- 
pal objects  to  the  confideration  of  the  HouTe  ;  firft,  their  application  for  trial 
by  jury  in  civil  as  well  as  criminal  cafes  ;  and  fecondly,  for  fome  regulation 
on  the  admiffion  or  rejection  of  evidence  in  trials  before  the  fupreme  court, 
or  on  appeals  from  their  judgment.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  your  com- 
mittee conceive,  that  the  propriety  of  the  appl-cation  will  depend  more  upon 
principles  and  reafonings  to  be  fuggefted  by  the  wifdon  of  the  houfe  than  on 
any  enquiry  into  matter  of  faCt  competent  to  this  committee  ;  and  as  to  the 
former,  your  committee  will  now  lay  before  the  houfe  the  relult  of  their 
examinations  on  that  objcCt. 

Mr.  William  Hickey  being  again  examined  by  your  committee,  was  afked, 
whether  he  knows  of  any  inltances  in  which  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court 
at  Calcutta  have  refufed  trial  by  jury  in  civil  cafes  ?  faid,  he  did,  in  two 
actions  brought  againft  Mr.  CreafTy  ;  that  the  Britifh  inhabitants  petitioned 
the  court  for  trial  by  jury,  and  in  that  petition  made  a  voluntary  tender  of 
their  fervices  as  jurors,  provided  the  court  (hould  grant  the  piayer  of  their 
petition  ;  that  the  judges  gave  a  written  anfwer,  wherein  they  referred  the 
petitioners  to  the  anfwer  they  had  before  verbally  given  to  Mr.  Crcafly. 
Being  afked,  whether  the  Englifli  in  general  (hewed  a  great  readinefs  to  ferve 
upon  juries  ?  he  faid,  after  the  bufinefs  of  the  petition  was  fet  on  foot,  they 
did.  Being  aflced,  if  he  knows  any  in  (lances  of  Britifh  fubjeCts  wifhing  to 
avail  themfelves  of  an  exemption  by  offices  or  otherwife,  from  ferving  upon 
juries  ?  he  faid,  that  he  has  heard  of  feveral,  and  can  fpeak  pofitively  to  fome 
public  officers  of  the  company  ;  and  the  reafons  he  believes  are  afligned 
on  the  company's  records  ;  and  that  he  has  heard  a  great  many  complaints  of 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  juftice  from  the  want  of  trial  by  jury.  Being 
diked,  if  he  knew  the  number  of  Biitifli  houfeholders  of  Calcutta,  whithtn  the 
Mahratta  ditch  ?  he  faid,  he  (hould  fuppofe  about  for  hundred,  more  or  lefs. 
Being  a(ked,  if  he  can  judge  how  many  of  the  four  hundred  were  allowed  to 
be  exempted  from  ferving  on  juries,  by  the  offices  they  held  under  the  govern- 
ment ?  he  faid,  when  he  came  away,  none,  except  the  governor  general  and 
counc  il.  Being  afked,  whether,  when  thofe  exemptions  were  granted  -by  the 
courv  they  were  granted  as  matter  of  right,  or  indulgence  ?  he  faid,  they 
were  certainly  granted  as  matter  of  indulgence.  Being  ii(ked,  what  he  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  number  of  thofe  reliding  in  and  about  the  town  of  Calcutta, 
who  were  allowed  to  be  exrmpted  from  ferving  on  juries  ?  he  faid,  he  fliould 
fuppofe  they  might  be  about  forty.  Being  afked,  it  he  knows  what  reafons 
were  given  by  the  advocates  of  the  court,  for  refufing  to  undertake  the  ar- 
gument of  the  demurrers  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  CreafTy  ?  he  faid,  two 
of  them  refufed  generally,  without  aligning  any  reafon  ;  a  third,  becaufe 
he  (hould  not  fucceed ;  and  a  fourth,  becaufe  he  would  not  fly  in  the  face  of 
the  court.  Being  aflted,  whether  he  vw*  in  Calcutta  when  a  great  refpondon- 
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tia  caufe  was  tried  in  the  fupreme  court  ?  he  laid,  he  was,  but  did  not  attend 
that  caufe  ;  but  that  it  wab  confidered  in  Calcutta  as  a  caufe  of  great  confe- 
quence  to  the  commercial  intend  of  that  place.  And  being  examined,  as 
to  what  he^had  generally  heard  concerning  that  proceeding  ?  he  laid,  he  had 
heard  it  commonly  dated  as  a  matter  of  complaint  among  the  parties  interefted 
in  that  fuit,  and  among  merchants  in  general,  that  it  was  not  decided  by  a 
jury,  asfuchacafe  would  have  been  in  England.  The  witnefs  faid,  farther, 
that  he  had  often  heard  in  public  converfation,  the  determination  of  that  cafe 
mentioned  as  an  inft.in-je  of  the  ncceffity  of  eitabldhing  a  trial  by  jury. 
Being  afked,  if  he  knew  whether  in  that  cafe  jthe  judges  examined  into  the 
local  ufagesand  cuftoms  of  merchants  in  that  country,  or  whether  they  pro- 
ceeded according  to  the  itricf.  rules  of  Weltmi  niter-hall  ?  he  faid,  that  he  has 
heard  in  conversations,  that  thev  formed  their  opinions  from  the  ftridt  letter 
of  the  common  law  of  England;  he  has  alfo  heard,  that  the  procefs  of  the  court 
in  that  caf<\  did  difcover  lb  me  informality  in  the  mode  which  had  at  all  times 
prevailed  in  Calcutta,  of  drawing  refpondentia  bonds,  and  which  had  almoft 
proved  ratal  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  which  tended  to  vitiate  all  refpondentia 
bonds  then  exifting  ;  and  that  the  proceedings  in  that  cafe  greatly  alarmed 
the  trading-inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  and  w^ie  the  fubjecSt  of  public  difcuffion 
for  a  long  time.  Being  afked,  whether  the  refpondentia  bufmefs  was  not  the 
great  fupport  of  the  toreign  trade  from  the  port  of  Calcutta  ?  he  faid,  it  cer- 
tainly was. 

Your  committee  then  examined  Mr.  James  Creafly  ;   who  being  afked,  if 
.  there  was  any  action  brought  again  it.  him  in  rhe  fupreme  court  of  judicature 
at  Calcu-ta  ?  informed  your  committee,  that  there  were  two;  that  the  plaints 
were  lai  J  for  an  admit  and  battery,  and  a  breach  of  the  King'a  peace  ;   and 
that  the  damages  in  each  a/tion  were  hid  at  ten  thousand  rup  -es  ;    that  they 
were  tried  without  a  jury  ;  that  in  ootn  actions  he  applied  to  ail  the  advocates 
to  argue  the  demurrers,  whica  were  filed  tohU  plea?,  in  order  to  obtain  that 
right,  and  they  all  relufed  their  uiTiliance  ;   .aid  that  he  was  therefore  under 
the  neceffity  of  appearing  in   perfon  in   the  iupren  e  court  to  argue   the  de- 
murrer=.     Being  a  Ik  'd,   what  grounds  the  advocates  alied^ed  for  their  refusal 
of  their  affiltance  ?    he  (aid,  m/ informed  him,  that  he  would  not  take   his 
money,  beeaufe  he  could  not  be  of  anv  lerviceto  him  ;   but  it  app°ar  d  evi- 
dent to  him,   that  tru'y  were  deterred  from  arguing  trm  point  of  law  by  the 
fupreme  court.     Bein^r  alked,  when  he  claimed  a  tnal  by  jury  as  nis  right 
publicly  in  the  fcp.'eme  court,   what   aiifwer  the  court  made  to  hi-  claims? 
he  laid,  they   refuft:d   it,  and  ordered  the   caufe.-:  to  be  iet  down  ex  parte. 
Being  alkrd  upon  what  grounds  the  court  re- hi  led  it  ?   he   laid,   ihey  Au  rt.d 
a  power  of  trying  all  civil  caufes,  whether  actions  or  irefpafb  or  for  deiv,   by 
virtue,  as  he  unde  ltood,  o.^  his  Majclty's  chart-  r  ;   and  declared,  thev  had  no 
power  to  fummop.  a  jury  in   fucti  cafes.     The  wirntfs^  being  farther  afked, 
whether  he  had  or  had  not,  in  any  cafe,  declined  fervinij  upon  a  jurv,  a>  not 
refiding  whithin  the  limits  of  Calcutta?  laid,  he  was  fubpeenaed  to  i>rvf  upon  a 
jury,  to  try  feveral  natives  as  criminals,  and  finding  hiinu-lr  particularly  dii- 
oualilied  by  the  l.ttcrof  trie  a£t  of  parliament,  he  Mated  his  diiqualilicition  to 
the  chief  juftice,  who,   after  fome  argument,  was  plea  fed  to  acknowledge  that 
he  was  right  ;   and  that  h<-  w.s  therefore  relea fed  h  >m  his  aten  dance.      Bv-ing 
afked,  whether  many  other  of  the  Englifti  refiding  within  <^.dctuta  or  its  depen- 
dencies, have  not  endeavoured  to  avail  themielves  of  exemptions  from  lexving 
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on  jur:es  in  criminal  carcs  ?  he  faid,  he  does  nor  know  of  any  particular  in- 
fra nee  ;  hue  he  has  heard  fome  of  the  Britifh  inhabitants  rather  wifhto  de- 
cline ferving  on  jurie?,  where  the  life  of  rhe  natives  was  concerned;  but 
that  could  never  apply  where  the  life  of  a  Britifh  fubject  was  concerned. 

Your  committee  then  examined  Mr.  fofeph  Price;  who,  being  afked  whe- 
ther the  unpopularity  of  the  court  with  the  company's  (ervants  proceeded 
from  their  opinion,  that  the  court  was  fent  to  reft  rain  their  oppreilions?  faid, 
he  believed  not,  from  his  foul.  %  Being  afked,  at  what  tinv  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  fupreme  court  became  difagreeahlc  to  the  Britifh  and  native 
inhabitants?  faid,  he  believes  in  a  few  months  after  its  cftablilhment. 
Being  afked,  whether  addrcfies  were  not.  prefented,  both  from  the  Bri- 
tifh and  native  inhabitant-;,  to  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  ex- 
prefling  their  greateft  fatisfaction  in  the  inflitution  and  conduct  of  that 
court  ?  he  faid,  there  certainly  were  ;  that  his  name  appears  to  two  of 
them,  to  that  of  the  grand  jury,  and  to  that  of  the  free  merchants. 
And  being  asked,  if  they  had  at  that  time  tried  any  number  of  cauics  ?  he 
faid,  that  he  never  went  to  the  court,  except  he  was  fummoned  there,  or  as 
a  juryman,  fave  once  or  twice  ;  that  the  firfr  time  that  he  was  fummoned  as 
a  juryman,  was  on  the  trial  of  Mar  Rajah  Nundcomar;  that  he  and  the  reft 
of  the  gentlemen  were  pleafed  with  the  conduct  of  the  judges  in  the  refufal  of 
blank  futycenas,  and  many  other  parts  of  their  conduct  in  that  trial ;  but  he 
does  not  know  what  number  of  caufes  before  that  time  had  been  tried.  Being 
asked,  who  had  applied  for  the  blank  fubpoenas  ?  he  faid,  Mr.  Farrer,  as 
counfel  for  Nundcomar.  Being  asked,  whether  he  thinks  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Englifh  criminal  law,  which  makes  fuch  a  number  of  offences  ca- 
pital, and  which  are  not  capital  in  India,  or  which  inflicts  heavier  and  other 
penalties  than  thofe  inflicted  by  the  law  of  their  country,  would  be  pleating 
to  the  natives,  or  is  neceflary  for  tjie  fecuriry  of  property,  or  the  mainte- 
nance of  law  and  good  order  amongft  the  people  of  Bengal  ?  he  faid,  that  he 
is  very  fure  that  the  inhabitants  of  Calcutta  and  the  provinces  have  a  general 
averfion  to  the  introduction  of  the  Englifh  criminal  law,  and  that  it  is  pro- 
ductive of  many  evils.  Being  asked,  whether  the  more  opulent  part  of  the 
natives  of  Bengal,  both  Gentoos  and  Muflulmans,  are  not  a  civilized  people, 
of  reasonable  good  underflanding,  general  good  morals,  and  very  converfant 
in  bulinefs  ?  he  informed  your  committee,  they  are  a  very  icnfible,  civilized 
people,  and  veiy  converfant  in  all  kindb  of  bulinefs';  bat  that  the  Maho- 
medans  and  Hindoos  are  prejudiced  in  favour  of  their  own  laws  full  as  much 
as  Englifhmen  are  here.  Being  asked,  if  men  of  fubflance  amongft  them 
were  chofen  to  (erve  upon  juries  at  Calcutta,  in  trials  between  native  and  na- 
tive, or  conjointly  with  Englifhmen,  where  mixed  imerefts  were  concerned, 
they  could  be  capable  of  performing  the  function  of  jurymen,  with  proper 
inftrucVions  ?  he  faid,  they  certainly  could  be  very  comprtent  to  ferve  as  jury- 
men. Then  being  asked,  whether  the  great  expence  of  procefs  in  the  fu-> 
preme  court  has  not  been  a  great  caule  of  complaint  among  Britifh  fubjedts 
and  natives  ?  he  faid,  it  had  been  very  much  complained  of.  Being  asked, 
if  he  had  often  heard  complaints  of  the  want  of  a  tii.il  by  jury  in  civil  caufes, 
tried  before  the  fupreme  court  ?  he  faid,  he  had  often  heard  of  it  and  he 
often  wiflied,  that  as  there  were  fo  few  European  inhabitants  in  the  fettlement 
tofupply  the  juries,  that  thecuftom  of  Bombay  had  been  introduced  at  Cal- 
cutta, of  having  fix  Europeans  and  fix  natives  to  forma  jury  in  civil  cafes  ; 
that  he  had  often  con  verfed  with  the  principal  banyans  uoon  the  Gih\e<&> 
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and  they  feemed  to  think,  that  if  their  fuits  muft  be  tried  by  the  Englifti  law,' 
they  would  be  glad  to  have  fome  of  their  own  countrymen  lit  on  the  decifion, 
which  would  bring  it  nearer  to  the  mode  of  decifion  in  their  own  courts— 
That  the  mod  intelligent  natives  he  ever  converfed  with,  had  not  an  ideaof 
making  a  diitin&ion  between  law  and  equity.     Being  afked  his  opinion  as  to 
the  pracTicahility  6f  introducing  juries  in  civil  cafes  at  Calcutta?  he  faid,  itii 
utterly  impoilible,  if  the  jurors  are  to  be  all  Europeans  ;  but  very  practica- 
ble, if  the  juries  were  to  confift  of  half  natives,  where  a  native  was  con- 
cerned pro  or  con  ;  but  all  Europeans  mud  fit  where  the  plaintiff  and  defen- 
dant are  Europeans;  and  rhatfuch  apian  would  be  very  acceptable  to  both  one 
and  the  other.     Being  alked,  if  the  E^opeans  would  be  fatified  to  have  half 
the  jury  compofed  of  natives  ?  he  faid,  he  thought  they  would.  Being  asked, 
if  he  thinks,  that  in  certain  cafe*,  juftice  was  obftrucled  by  the  ancient  confti- 
tution  of  the  mayor's  court- at  Calcutta  ;  he  faid,  he  remembered,  that  the 
diilike  to  the  mayor's  court  arofe  from  the  appointment  of  the  aldermen  being 
veiled  in  the  governor  and  council,  but  if  the  whole  of  the  European  inha- 
bitants had  been  allowed  to  ballot  for  the  aldermen,  as  vacancies  happen, 
very  few  appeals  would  have  been  made  from  their  decifion  ;  that  he  thinks 
the  mayor  s  court  was  competent  to  all  the  purpofes  of  adminiftering  juflice 
in  cafes  of  property,  vvhithin  the  bounds  of  the  old  charter.    Being  asked,  if 
the  objection  made  by  the  inhabitants  to  the  mayor's  court,  on  account  of  its 
members  being  appointed  by  the  governor  and  council,  was  not  removed  by 
the  appointment  of  a  judicature  immediately  from  the  crown  ?  he  faid,  that 
evil  was  removed,  b\it  a  much  greater  was  introduced.  Being  asked,  whether 
the  inltitution  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  the  arrival  of  the  judges,  was  not 
generally  pleating  to  the  people  ?   he  faid,  as  a  mere  (hew,  he  believes  it  wai 
to  the  natives  ;   but  they  were  not  competent  to  judge  of  it,  till  they  expe- 
rienced the  effects.     As  to  the  Europeans,  at  firlf  they  were  well  pleafed  to 
have  the  laws  of  their  country  introduced  amongft  them;  but  when  they  felt 
the  confequences  of  the    unbounded  power  in  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court,  by  the  charter  of  juitice,  they  were  univerfally  difguftcd  at  it.  Being 
afkexi,  whether  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  being  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  retraining  the  company's  lervants,  was  not  the  caufe  of  this  difcon* 
tent  ?   he  faid,   he  believed  not. 

And  that  the  Houfe  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  comparative  judgment  of 
the  general  as  well  as  comparative  expence  attending  the  inflitution  of  the 
fupreme  court  of  judicature  at  Fort  William,  and  the  late  mayor's  court  at 
Calcutta,  your  committee  have  inferted  in  the  report, 

An  account  of  the  expence  of  the  mayor's  court  at  Calcutta  for  five  years ,  with 

the  average  for  one  year. 

From  iff  May,  1769,  to  30th  April,   17,0  C.  Rs.  14,246 

1770  -         -          1771  -  -  9,22c. 

1771  -  -  1772  -  -  23,493 
177*  -  -  1773  "  "  10,347 
1773    -   .-   ,  1774  -  -  i7>096 

C.  Rs.  80,407 

Average  expence  of  one  year  -  *  C,  Rs,     16,081 

An 
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An  account  of  the  expence  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  at  Calcutta,  for  five 
years  %  with  the  average  for  one  y  ear*  t 

1774  to.  1775     C.  Rs.     3,19,867 

1775  -         "         m&        "    -     3>9°.7°i 

1776  -        -         1777         -    -     3,95,872 

1777  -        "         *778         "    "     5>4-i«°30 

1778  -        -         1779         -    -     5,69,126 

C.  Rs.  22,16,596 
Average  expence  of  one  year  C.  Rs,     4,43,319 

Your  committee  have  alfo  annexed,  in  the  General  Appendix,  No.  40,  an 
account  of  charges  incurred  fince  the  eftablimment,  and  in  the  fupport  and 
maintenance  of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  in  Bengal,  figned  by  the 
governor  general  and  council,  and  dated  the  3d  of  March,  1780;  the  total 
•f  which  is,  current  rupees  34,93,160.  14.  4.  or  about  349,000!. 
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